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FOR CREATIVE MARXISM
APPLIED TO OUR COUNTRY

By WILLIAM
SCHNEIDERMAN

There is a crisis in the
party, and it would be folly
te minimize how serious it
is. Fundamental concepts
have been shaken and up-

rooted, and it is understandable

why a weakeninf of confidence
in the party, and uncertainty as
to its ubilily to change, should
be so widespread among the
membership. We must make
some basie and sweeping changes
al pur convention, if the party
is lo survive as more than a sect.

Our mistakes were not simply
those of tactics or political esti-
mates. We must go deeper than
that. Qur sectarianism goes back
to a dogmatic interpretation of
onp theory, characteristic of our
parly from its inception. We are
now reviewing many fundamen-
tal theoretical concepts which we
had formerly treated as though
they were lixed forall time. The
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most important thing that is hap-
pening in the world Communpist
movement today is that each
parly is seeking to break with
doermatism, and applying Marx-
ism-Leninism in a creative way
to their own country. Wherethey
are moving too slowly in that di-
reclion, they are courting disas-
ter. The creative contributions to
Muarxism-Leninism which are be-
ine mude in many Commumnist
Parties since the 20th Congress
were once regarded as “heresy.”
it is all the more regrettable, I
think, that Comrade Foster
should erv “heresy” at this time,
at the propositions-put forth by
the National Committee in the
purty discussion.

To me, the question as to
whether we call ourselves Marx-
ist, or Mardst-Leninist, is large-
Iy a war of words. I think we
should base ourselves on those
principles of Marx and Lenin
which are universally valid, and
distingnish  them from those
which were valid for a certain
period or in different historical
cirenimstances, but not neces-
sarily valid for our country to-
dav. We should also not be afraid
to say that some concepts which
wa formerly regarded as im-
mutiable principles were never
valid for America.

We should declare our inde-
pendence of any reliance on the
Marxists of othier countries to de-
termine our path for us. While
we do not rate very high as mas-
ters of Marxist theory, only
American Marxists can in the fi-
nal analysis chart the American
road to Socialism. This does not
deny that we can learn from the
rich experience of the interna-
Honal T wokkingcluss  movement:

But we must above all base our-
selves on American conditions,
history, and traditions.

SOLIDARITY AND
PATRIOTISM

I think we can adhere to the
principle of international work-
ingelass solidarity without negat-
ing patriotism and concern for
the national interests of our own
country’s people. And perhaps
we can learn }rnm the bitter and
tragic experience of other purties
in this regard.

We should regard ourselves
as an American Marxist parly
which §trives to win support for
its socialist outlook by participa-
tion in the political struggles of
the day, and by ideological strug-
gle, that is. in the battle to win
men’s minds through the many
democratic channels which exist
on the American scene. It must
retain its workingelass character
and outlook as a part of action,
but must place greater stress
than we have on developing

forms of mass education on what -

Socialism means for America,
By this I do not mean that we
should become a socialist debat-
ing society. There may bhe a
limited part which other socialist
groupings can play, who conceive
of themselves in that role. but
they cannot take the place of a
Marxist workingelass party,

We must become a truly demo-
cratic party. which will require
a sharp break with past princi-
ples n{. organization. No policy
shonld be made without toll de-
bate, including consideration ot
opposing views or alternalives.
The right of dissent shonld not
be closed after decisions are
reached, Policies should be re-
viewed, and if necessary re-con-
sidered, alter Dbeing tested in
practice. But  we must devise
some way whereby discussion
does not become aimless and un-
duly protracted, and the events
we are discussing have not piss-
ed us by belore we have arrived
at any conclusions. If we are to
be a party of action, participating
in the great battles of the day,
we must have a svstem ol organi-
zation which, while gnaranteeing
the fullest democratic | practice,

“also results in unity of action

when the majority huas (ecided.
ON ORGANIZATIONAL
CHANGE

I would not favor changing to
a political association or chang-
ing our name at this time. I do
not think it would begin to solve
our problems in connection with
our fight for leaality, at least at
this stage of the fight. We may
be forced to make some changes,
sooner or later, which will help
us win the right of a Maurxist
party to a legal existence, and
when that becomes necessary,
changes in form or name are not
a matter of principle. Under
those cirenmstances, [ believe
such changes would be under-
stood and aceepted by the bulk
of our membership, as well as
outside the party, but this is not
the case today.

It the reasons advanced for a
political association’ are other
than those of legalily, then I be-
lieve they are likewise nol war-
ranted. Changes in form or name
would only be justified if they re-
flected changes in our function
and role in an entirely different
situation, for example, if we were
one Marxist grouping within a
much broader socialist move-
ment. Under present  circum-
stances, such changes might feed
tendencies toward liquidation of
the party, which we must fight
against,

' d

This bulletin will appear every
two ~weeks until the national
convention in February., We
urge members ol the Commu-
nist Party to write articles and
letters giving their views in the
Party discussion. It should be
borne in mind that this phase
of the pre-convention discussion
is based on the draft resolution
issued by the National Com-
mittee.

The deadline for articles for
each issue is two weeks helore
publication date. 1f at all pos-
sible, manuscripts should be
typed (double space). Maximum
length for articles will be 2,500
words, though the shorter the
better. Every effort will be made
to have each issue present vary-
ing points of view, cover a va-
riety of topics and represent dif-
ferent parts of the couniry.

Articles must receive some
identification. They must be sent
through district offices with an
accompanying note from the
district (or from the section in
cases where the sections are far
from the district headquarters).

Copies of resolutions adopt-
ed by clubs, sections, districts,
ete, should be sent in the same
way as articles. Many of these
will be printed. Suggested
amendments to the draft resolu-
tion should likewise be sent to
the Discussion Committee. These
too will be printed when ol
general interest.

Address all mail and material
to Discussion Committee, 101
V. 16th St., New York 11, N.Y.
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LOOSE SLOCAN
T think we should be frank iu
adinitting, however, that the tén-
dency toward liquidation of the
party was strengthened by the
loose way in awhich we have
been tossing around the slogan
of a “mass party of socialism.”
This slogan gives a false picture
that there is some sliort-cut to
get out of the dilemma we are in.
It would be a dangerous illusion
to see in this slogan, at this time,
more than a hope for the [uture.
The changes we must make in
our party will help pave the way
for it, but they will not bring
overnight such a mass party, We
cannot realistically regard the ob-
jective situation in the country
today, nor the status of the so-
cialist-minded movement liere,
without realizing that a mass
party of socialism can only be a
long-range perspective. Cerlainly
it cannot }|)e realized by our
merging with socialist-minded
groups that are far weaker, more
sectarian, and even more di-
vorced from the American work-
ingclass than we ave.

There are many cuestions that
none of us can answer at this
time. I doubt that our conven-
tion will answer all of them. But
of one thing I am sure. If we do
not take a big step in breaking
with the past in our dogmatic in-
terpretation and application of
Marxist theory, in our system
of organization and leadership,
and in our practices, our party
cannot survive as:an effective
force on the American scene. And

1 am deeply perturbed by Com- |

rade Foster's arguments, not as
to the validity of one or another
of his statements or criticisms,
but because I think that the main
weight of his position in the
presént party discussion is being
thrown against any real change,
and against any guarantees that
we will not maké the same mis-
takes all over again. I do not sce
in his position any real fight to
break with dogmatism; on the
contrary, his charges that the Na-
‘tional Committe is “abandoning
Margism-Leninism” sounds to me
like a pre-occupation with stick-
(Continued on Page 2)
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THE DRAFT RESOLUTION
AND OUR PRESENT PROBLENS

N

By SID STEIN

In presenting the draft
resolution for discussion
those of us who voted for
it did not consider that this
draft was the final word on the
many questions it deals with.
The discussion that has devel-
oped so far has been character-
ized by lree expression of ‘opin-
ions, deep and uninhibited criti-
cism and thoughtful proposals
for changes. The most impor-
tant leature of the discussion is
not only its content but fully as
important is its method. Unlike
all previous discussion of our
recent past including the dis-
cussion preceding the 1944 and
1946 conventions we are now
engared in a genuine airing of
differences on basic questions of
policy.  There are no “Sacred
Cows” in this debate. All propo-
sitions, no matter who adyances
thent or whatever their content,
must run the gauntlet of critical
examination by the membership
ol our Party. IF we retain this
method of discelission and de-
bute in the future, we will have
broken with one of the most
harmbal featurey of our past and
established the most important
guarantee for the eventual re-
emergence of our Party as an
iimportant and growing force in
the working class movement ol
our country. If we fail in this,
no atter how good our final
Resolution,  no  matter  what
chunges ve make at the com-
ing conyention, wé will de-
teriorate  into .an  insignificant
seel.

PLANNING ABSENT

It has to be recognized that
the ehuracter of the present dis-
cussion did not come about as
a result of deliberate planning
and encouragement by the Na-
tional Committee, It did not
come into being as a result ol
initintive on our part to place
before the membership the full
scope of the crisis that faced
our organization and to state our
opinions as to what conclusions
must be drawn and what deep-
going changes must be made by
the Parly in order to overcome
the crisis. 1t was. our failure to
give leadership in the discussion
as it developed in the spring and
carly summer that accounted
for a period of “spontaneous
combustion.” As a result the
positive aspects of the discus-
sion were marred by increasing
moods of pessimism and even of
demoralization.  We ol the
National Committee bear a
heavy responsibility for this
situation.

The attitude to the draft
resolution which was adopted
Ly the National Committee was
also conditioned by these pre-
ceding events. Many comrades
were in no mood to dispassion-
ately examine its content but
measured it against the back-
ground of the past failures of
the leadership.

The Draft Resolution should
be measured by whether it meets
the problems that created the
present deep-going crisis in our
Party.

Prior to the 20th Congress
our Party began to analyze the
reasons lor the heayvy losses we
suffered from the beginning of
the cold war through the years
ol repression,

The Khrushehey speech at the
20th Congress introducedfa new
and decisive element into the
diseussion, The disclosure that
the (.P.S.U. under the leader-
ship of Stalin was responsibls
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for gross violations of Socialist
democracy and for pelicies that
ran counter to some of the basic
principles  and  objectives  of
seientific Socialism, siocked our
Party membership and  leader-
ship. =

This shock could not but lead

individual Party members aud
< leaders, as well as the Party as
a whole, to a most searching ve-
evalation of our policies. *

Fov the first time since our
bivth as a Party, the re-evalina-
tion broke through the bounds
of inhibitions, The idea that
we can re-evaluate only in the
framework of what is aceeptuble
to Marxists in the Soviet Union
was at last shattered. At least
for the majority of our mem-
bership and leadership.

The very shock that intensi-
fied the crisis in the Party simul-
taneously brought with it the
main ingredient for the solution
ol the crisis—recognition of the
basic sources of long-standing
errors which are the main rez-.
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sons for the heavy defeats we
suffered, for our isolation from
the mainstream of American life
and lor the grave crisis our Party
is i today :

The Resolution states in clear-
cut it abbreviated form the main
sotirces of our errors in the fol-
lowing paragraph:

“The roots ol these errors are

-not to be found in the events

of the past ten years alone.

“The Marxist movement i
our country has suffered his-
torically from dogmatic applica-
tion of Marxist theory to the
American scene, The Commu-
nist Party inherited these weak-
nesses. Insufficient development
of the independent theoretical
work of our Party over the past
decades has contributed towards
our doctrinaire acceptance and
mechanical application of many
theoretical propositions.

“Our Party has also suffered
from an oversimplified approach
to and an uncritical acceptance
of many views of Marxists and
Marxist parties in other coun-
tries.

“Doctrinaire forms of party
organization, bureaucratic meth-
ods of leadership, failure to de-
velop inner party democracy and
a frequently intolerant attitude
to the people we worked with
have been in large measure re-
sponsible for our inability to
correct mistakes in time as well
as for much of our sectarianism.
All these factors are interrelated;
each helped to reinforce the
other.”

1t the Resolution did nothing
else, an elaboration of these
basic questions would be a de-
cisive beginning in dealing with
the main problem before us. It
seems lo me that this section
needs to be placed in the most

(Continued on Page 16) \
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NEEDED: STILL NEWER

By E. R. R.

MINNESOTA.
When Ehlizabeth Lawson's

controversial article on wo-
men drew some heated and
often deeply perceptive re-
sponses, attention was focus-
ed briefly on the special
problems women face as a
group. But since the furore
died down, nothing further

has been said about
strengthening our basic ap-
proach to women

“Strengthening” is actually
a mild werd. When there is
no discussion at all in a
pamphlet like Comrade
Dennis’ “New Look”™ we
have to take a still newer
lock and begin to build a
strong, realistic program
that can appeal to the mass-
es of American women and
at least point the way to the
solution of their problems.

What is the woman question
today, and how important is it?
For one thing, women consiittite
a majority of the voters, and past
experience shows that women
have a special approach to elec-
tions. In the 1952 Presidentinl
election, they voted on the basis
of peace, and the GOP is trving
to repeat its appeal this time in
spite of the intervening “brink of
war” vears. Both Democratic and
Republican eandidates campaign
consciously for the women's vole,
and the AFL-CIO has asserted
the need to win women as a
group to labor’s election pro-
gram.

I the face of this, how is it
that our party closes its eves
to the special political power that
waomen have as a group? This is
more than just a tactical ques-
tion. Women act as a political
grouping because of their special
basie role in society. They are
uunited in their responsibility for
their families and the problems
avising from this, their main
jub. They are also united through
the patterns of a male suliaren'm-
cist society, and they are largely
conscions of at least the symp-

“toms ‘of their oppression, even' if -

they have not carried through a
full anzlysis of it as something
interent in the nature of capi-
talism.

A quick lock at women's maga-
zines will show how high is the
general eonscibusness of women's
prablems. But the working
class not taken part in the dis-
cissions pow going on in the
sress. And the Communist Party
15 failed to make is unigue
contribution. As Marmists we
could give women a real hope
for achieving political expres-
sion, economic rights. social
equality and personal dignity. Tt
is our responsibility at least to

begin to formulate a program
which can do this.

AN IMMEDIATE PROGRAM

An immediate program must
take into consideration women'’s
vital concern with several kinds
of problems.

1.—War or peace: The fhreat
of war the draft and its harmful
etfects on the youth; the physi-
cal megace of militarization
where a training jet can pleugh
into a row of homes and kill
children at play; the dangers of
H-bomb tests now and for future
aenerations: the emotional ef-
fect of bomb drills in the schools
which still send some children
home hysterical with fear. These
are all problems of immediate
concern: to women as wives and
mathers, and these are the terms
into which foreign policy and dis-
armament can be translated.

2—Social and community prob-
lems: The schools, public health,
recreational facilities, juvenile de-
linquency are certainly everyone's
concern. But they form a core
around which women tradition-
ally rally in specific campaigns
as well as in their organizational
programs. Interest and activity
are there. We need a conscious,
workingelass program to height-
en activity, to unify the women
already involved in these strug-
gles and to focus attention on the
real sources of the problems.

3.—Working women have a
special group of problems. Work-
ing is not the chosen goal of the
average woman today. She works
hecause she has to, and the least
she' can ask is a decent day's
pay. Instead, she finds that she
is paid less than.a man on the
same job. She has less chance to
Jearni new skills, or get hired in
higher-paid categories. She is
peualized if her responsibility as
a mother keeps her off werk oc-
casionally when a child is sick.
She has to face the worry that
her children may not have proper

care while she works, or she may
have to pay a large part of her
wage for child care. An imme-
diate program for working wo-
men must include the demand
for equal pay for equal work;

assage of state minimum wage
Elws to protect the lowest-paid
women workers in laundries, res-
taurant work and other intra-
state industries; child care cen-
—ters and public nursery school
programs. And last but not least,
there is a erying need for a real
campaign to organize the unor-
ganized women workers, and to
integrate them in union activity
and leadership where they are
organized.

4.—The vital role of women
in drawn-out strikes shows with-
out question that the wives of
workers are an integral part of
the working class. And yet aux-
iliaries are not permanent, strong,
political, economic and educa-
tional organizations. This means
that the political education of a
woman usually begins during a
crisis instead of before it. Can
COPE really be built as a fam-
ily organization? Can auxiliaries
be strengthened? Our help in
this direction would help draw
wamen closer to trade union
struggles.

Now, these things have all
heen said before. But there is a
difference between writing out
“minimum programs” on paper
and establishing a principled and
practical approach to see that
such a program can be realized.
And certainly our party will not
be in much of a pesition to help
bring to life such a program if
women's {)roh]ems are not even
mentioned in basic discussions
of policy.

WOMEN AND SOCIALISM

What does socialism really
mean for women? We have a

For Creative Marxism Applied to Our Country

{Continued from Page 1)
ing to the letter of Marxism-
Leninism rather than its essence,
and such a pre-occupation can
only lead us back to degmatism.

i support the Draft Resolu-
tion of the National Commiltee,
as a beginning in the direction
we have to move. I am not sat-
jsfied with many parts of it, and
1 have heard many justified cri-
tiziam of it. But I think we shiould
not lose siglit of the fact that
the last section of the resoluticn,
on the Party, does reflect in'some
measure the kind of changes
widely demanded in the course
of the party discussion. [
wonldn’t defend to the death
every formulation in it; certain-
Iy some of them are highly de-
batable, and can be changed at
the convention. But this does
not warrant the wholesale con-
demnation  of  the ‘.‘r.esol_uiig;_n-,,

which same comrades are engag-
ing in. And it does not justify
the charges of “Right-Wing'
and  “Browderism,” made by
Comrade Foster, which violate
the spirit of a democratic dis-
Cussion.

The crisis in the party was
caused by mistakes we all share
. It was aggravated by the
failure of the leading members
of the National Committee to
speak out earlier in the discus-
sion, and to speak plainly. Per-
haps this was due in part to
the fact that it took time for
opiniens to crystallize. But it
was also due to the fact that
the leadership has not been in
the habit of taking membership

into its confidence, and old habits
die hard.

It is only now, in the final

weeks of the discussion period
before, the convention, that we

are beginning to come to grips
with the essential questions that
must be resolved by the conven-
tion, and the only assurante we
haye that they will be resolved
is that the issues will be placed
squarely before the whole party
membership. '

The unprecedented world sit-
uation we are in presents the
greatest challenge to our party
and the world Communist move-
ment. Whatever our failures up
to now, they were caused by
the fact that we have not ap-
plied Marxism in a creative way
to our own country. In this
sense, Marxism has had no real
test in Amerjea, The challege
we face is whether we can be-
come a party of creative Marx-
ism. I don’t’ think that any of
us can answer that for sure, but
I think we have the creative

_ forees in our party to make a
begipning in that directipp, .

(to také their rightful place

LOOK AT WOMEN'S

traditional policy that women
can be fully emancipated only
under socialism, and that even
partial equality can be achieved
only when women enter into
production and household drudg-
ery is industrialized.

Well, tell this to an average
woman as our Party policy and
she will look blankly at you.
She doesu’t want ta wait for the
millenium for the relief of some
her oppressive problems. Neither
does she see “entering produe-
tion” as any special Elcssing
when it would simply mean add-
ing to her already Leavy burdens
the back-breaking speed-up, low
pay and terrible conditions of a
present day factory. And finally,
she will resent anyone telling her
she should eat in restaurants,
send her clothes out to be laund-
ered and mended, eat bought
baked goods—when all these
services are usually inferior to
lier hiome made variety and are
certainly always more expensive
than she can afford today. It's
just pie-in-the-sky to say that
under socialism all these things
will be different. \WWe must speak
in terms to today’s experiences.

This is where we can really
ring a bell. Speak of socialism
in terms of more and better
schools, free higher education.
Speak of free medical services,
free hospitals, free drugs. Speak
of wages that haven't had the
profits cut out of them, so that
they can be large enough to buy
the kind of food, clothing, homes,
household equipment, cars our
country is capable of producing.
Speak of year-round fuil em-
ployment.

Yes. we should speak too of
the right to work for all women
—but not of any obligation to
work. The right to work is es-
sential if women are to win
equality. But the choice of
whether or not to work must be
up to the individual, to be made
under neither economic pressure
nor legal compulsion.

Inequality of women is in-
herent in our capitalist society.
But equality does not automat-
ically come with socialism and
or the right to work. Equality
is a complex social, economic,
political and psychological prob-
lem. It must be set as a special
goal ‘the achievement of which
will be made possible by the
conditions of socialism.

WOMEN IN OUR PARTY

We have been guilty of seri-
ous weakness on this score. We
have outlined general objectives
for our women in mass work,
but we have not developed a
program  which is well balanced
and realistically thought through.
We have not developed a the-
oretical approach which would
eéquip our women for work
among women. And finally, we
have not had a cadre policy of
developing our women comrades

PROBLEMS

the leadership of the Party.

These weaknesses can be cor-
rected — again, on paper — by
drawing up a set of principles
and saying “so be it.” But we
are living in a society and cul-
ture of which male supremacy
is an integral part. And certain-
ly membership in the Party does
not insure immunity. I feel that
it is necessary to carry on a
conscious campaign against male
supremacy within the party, if
we are to insure that we will
make a real contribution to the
struggle for women's ' rights in
our society as a whole.

ON MALE SUPREMACY

A “campaign against male
supremacy’ does not mean the
appointment of a Committee to
Hear Complaints of Male Su-
premacy. It means carrying out
an ideological struggle in the
most basic sense—the analysis of
the role of women_in society,
analysis of the relationship be-
tween men and women, an edu-
cational program to correct er-
rors in our comrades thinking
—and yes, in their personal con-

~duct too, though this is only
one aspect of the problem. I
certainly think a special commit-
tee or Women's Commission is
necessary, at least for a while,
to see that this work is not lost
in the shuffle; to prepare educa-
tional material; to make pro-
grammatic proposals; to keep
rem:nding us of this great re-
sponsibility we have to our own
women and to all women; and
to analyze our work and check
up to see that we fulfll our
responsibility,

We do have something special
to offer women, a world of pro-
mise in which they will be able
tolook on themselves with digni-
ty and self-confidence. Can we
find the way to make our offer
so that it will be grasped eagerly
and fruitfully?

THIS
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THE PATH TO
 RE-BORN CONF

By BILL NORMAN
The Draft Resolution em-
bodies the basic principles
and theoretical concepts
necessary to guide our
party for the period ahead.
Yet, while in its main out-
line moving in the right di-
rection, the Resolution is
nevertheles ONLY a be-
ginning. The document is
far from perfect in respect
to those aspects of the
document towards which a
more or less definitive ap-
proach has been indicated.
Trrespective of the important
gontributions made by Comrade
Foster to the labor and socialist
movement of this country, and
they have been many, I believe
that if his present views pre-
“yailed it would doom our Part
to impotence. From a social,
olitical point of view, they can
Es characterized as moving back-
ward. In the context of the new

historical epoch tOdBL?l, they
would actually move the cloc

of history backwards, by re-
nouncing every move towards
fndependence as an American
Muixist Party ag containing anti-
Soviet overtones; by denouncing
every moyve to mold the charac-
ter of our Party in American tra-
dition, as being a departure from
the principles of Marx and
Lenin; by denyving the right and
ability of American Marxists,
independently and in consonanca
with the inlernational Marxist
movement to achieve creative
Marxism, In essence, such views
counsel spontaneity ta “justify”
our past fundamentally incorrect
line and the crisis in our Party,
assetting that tima and new ob-
jective conditions will “prove”
that we are exaggeraling our

POLITIC

(Speech by William Z.
Foster, Nov. 11, 1956).

The International Communist
moyement now confronts serious
internal difficulties, dramatized
by the developments in Poland
and Hungary. It is essentially
a crisis of growth. Following the
world-shaking victory of the Hit-
ler forces during World War II,
the great Chinese People’s Revo-
hetion, the birth of the European
People's Democracies, the wide
extension of trade unions and
other people’s organizations and
the defeat of the atomic war
drive of American imperialism
for world conguest, the world
Communist movement is now
making elementary adjustments
to meet the new world situation.
Especially, it is freeing itsel
from the harmful effects of the
Stalin cult of (the individual,
which grew up during decades
of snper-centralization and rigid
discipline of the respective Com-

munist parties and  Socialist
countries. That very serious

~ REJECT THE G
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mistakes and errors,
DENNIS' POSITION
Nor, in relation to the Resolu-
tion, can we adopt a position

ot comgmmise and wvacillation

exemplified by Comrade Den-
nis. The theory of so much and
no further, far from helping to
resolve our theoretical and or -
ganizational crisis, would only
contribute to sinking us deeper
into crists, and how much deeper
can we sink?

It is clear that there is far
from complete unanimity of ap-
proach even on some basic prop-
ositions stated in the Resolution.
Often there is a difference in the
interpretation of what appears
to be a common view. This is
more a question of carrying out

the spirit as well as the letter of -

tha Resolution, of tactics.

For instance, there may be
full agreement on the need for
“equality and independence of
Marxist parties . . . to engage
in comradely criticism . . . w?rleu-
ever . . . necessary and with
the formulation of this need. Yet
in the process of applying this
concept concretely to a given

L ACTIO

errors are accompanying this
process is all too evident from
the tragedy in Hungary, shich
I shall not attempt to ({iscuss at
this time. The changes in the
Communist parties involve the
development of new interna-
tional relationships among the
Communist parties and Sobialist
governments, more democracy
and less bureaucracy in tlie re-
spective Communist parties, and
a general review of Commhunist
theory so as to eliminate harm-
ful practices of dogmatism and
sectarianism thal have grown in
their ranks, notably during the
later years of Stalin's leadership.

The central issue in our own
party is whether or not we shall
continue to build the Commu-
nist  Party, Comrade Gates
raises this basic question sharply
in the November issue of Po-
litical Affairs, by calling for the
transformation of the Commu-
nist Party into a so-called po-
litical ‘action organization, The
Gates proposal is the descendant

's

TO ALL STATE COMMITTEES,

Dear Comrades:

~

The Constitution-Organization Committee named by the Na-
tional Committee of our Party is working as rapidly as possible

to prepare a draft constitution which
for pre-convention discussion some time in December,

can be released to the Party
All Party

organizations are urged to submit proposals as the raw material for
;|

the first draft.

Proposals can deal with Preamble,
membership—rights and duties, democratic guarantees and
dues and any other questions that

plinary procedures, stiucture,

would normally belong in a Constitution.

purpose of organization,
disci-

Address all communica-

tibps itpy Cons ity tion-Oyganization. Committee, C.B,1 -5;4-,, 101 West
X

16th St., New York 11, N.X,

v
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situation, there are various shad-
ings of differences, varvious at-
tempts to water down the
newly - developed independence
of the American Communist
Party, epitomized, in my opin-
ion, by Comrade Dennis and as
expressed in his approach to the
Krushchey revelations, and to
tha developments in Poland and
Hungary, among other things.
ONLY ONE HOPE

There is only one hope for our
Party and that is to unleash its
total Marxist creativeness, That
is often characterized as a de-
parture from principles of Marx,
Engels and Lenin. It is also
described as being enamored
with a new-fashioned sickness
for change. In my opinion, such
impatience with and contempt
for change, for “going further,”
for unleashing instead of fore-
closing the discussion and con-
fining it to its very good begin-
ning, can only serye to put our
Party into a deeper rut, to throw
it back from the path of creative
Marxism begun by the Resolu-
tion, to dampen beyond reprieve
the confidence of our member-
ship to whom the new perspec-
tives charted by the Resolution
constitute only a good beginning.

1T

What are the basic principles
and theoretical concepts that
merit support of the Resolution
as a good beginningP

It has been held that there is
nothing fundamentally new in
the outlook for an anti-monopoly
coalition and government as
part of a two-stage transition to
Socialism. In fact, it has been
described as  old-hat.  Yet,
nothing could be further from
the truth.

There are decisive differences
between our unrealistic aims off
1948 and 1949 and our realistic
course today.

In the hrst place, the coalition

we envisaged in the 1948 period

ATES

ASS'N

of the Browder Communist Po-
litical Association of 1944, which
was discarded by the Commu-
nist Party as revisionist. The
proposed new organization is a
threat against the life of the
Communist Party, hence in this
sllmr:{;h I shall devote mysell ex-
clusively to it—my opinions upon
other phases of the Party situa-
tion ‘I have expressed in my
article in the October Political
Affairs,
ACCUSING AVALANCHE

The CGates proposal has not
sprung into being overnight—it
has been preparing for several
months past. One phase of this
preparation has been the cam-
paign of accusing the Party of a
veritable avalanche of errors dur-
ing the cold war period, most
of them either gross distortions
or manufactured outright. The
effect of this reckless campaign
of wildly exaggerating tte
Party’s errors has been to
demoralize the Party member-
ship, to undermine their con-
fidence in the Party, and to pre-
pare them to accept a desperate
vemedy, namely, the proposed
political action association. But
this organization would not solve,
any of the problems that are now
plaguing t’lw Party, instead, it
would make them all worse, and
for many basic reaspons:

a) The plan is liquidationist:
The main Resolution now be-
fore the Party for discussion,
written: under Gates” pressure,
is incorrect in implying that the
political. association would not
‘be liquitlidtionist. * When Brow-
der formed the C.P.A. in 1944
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was not only an anti-monopoly
coalition but an anti-imperialist
coalition as well. While we
argued against the idea that this

. constituted an anli-capitalist coal-

ition, it in fact came close to
being so.

Secondly, the projected coali-
tion was incorrectly rooted in an
overestimation of the radicaliza-
tion of the working class.

Thirdly, we viewed the coali-
tion of the 1948 period as a tac-
tic, not as a strategic aim.  This
constituted a skipping of stages.
It viewed the 1948 tactic as
being simultaneously possible of
immediate achievement as well
as being next door to the transi-
tion to Socialism. ;

On the other hand the anti-
monopoly coalition ‘envisaged in
the Resolution as a strategic aim
on the road to Socialism bases
itself on a more or less pro-
longed long termed struggle to
win the working class and allies
to this path. Too, once an anti-
monopoly coalition and govern-
ment is created it also envisages
a more or less prolonged struggle
to again win the working class
and its allies for the transition
to the next strategic phase, that
of Socialism.

The tactic of the 1948-1949
period was, in reality, inconsist-
ent with our professed line of
the possibility of the peaceful,
constitutional path to Socialism,

=R

Nor, some say, is there any-
thing new in the concept of the

s

possibility of the peacelul, con-
stitutional path to Socialism.

The significant question is
why was this concept not adopt=
ed as the Party position at the
1950 Convention? There are,
in my opinion, a number of
reasons for this phenomenon.

Firstly, there was a lack of
consistent clarity on the possi-
bility. of the realization of this
concept in the National Com-
mittee and throughout the
Party.

By polemizing, in this period,
against the theory of “growing
over,” against which Marxists
inveighed, in the past, under
different historical conditions;
by refusing to recognize that
this theory was no longer a
bone. of contention between
Communists and other socialist-
minded people; we tended to
cast doubt on the concept of the
possibility of peaceful transition

which we ourselves had pro-
jected. -
Likewise, Comrade Foster

tended to pose peaceful transi-
tion in a setting when American
imperialism was still relatively
powerful rather than under cir-
cumstances where its strength
will have become considerably
more weakened as a result of a
new world relationship of forces;
in a setting where peaceful tran-
sition wouldroccur in the United
States, not among the last but
among the first of the capitalist
countries.

(Continued on Page 4)

ister boring-from-within body,
formed for the express purpose
of penetrating and dominating
people’s organizations ol various
kinds. In this respect it would
be far more vulnerable than a
regularly counstituted Commu-
nist Party, as we wounld soon

F learn if we were foolish enough

| LTS W DA

hie formally dissolved the Com-
munist Party, and if the Party
were to adopt the Gates pro-
posal it would again go through
the liquidation process. And
for basically the same reasons—
to rid the new organization of
the “taint” of its Communist
past Browder lost the Party
thousands of members by thus
dissolying it, and undoubtedly &
similar  dissolution  step  now
would further seriously weaken
our already depleted
Morcover, by its shapeless form
and limited functions, the pro-
posed political action association
could not become a mass or-
ganization, All we would be
doing would be to add one more
to the several left sects already
in this conntry.

h) It would weaken our mass
contacts: Comrade Gates main-
tains that the new organization
would improve and’ extend our
mass contacts. But this is po-
litical unrealism. In  fact, it
would be bound to worsen
greatly such connections, Among
other reasons because it could

the enemy propaganda as a sin-

forees.-

to organize it.

¢) It would provide the Com-
munists with no additional legal
protection. One of Comrade
Gates’ major arguments is that
his propesel political action or-
ganization would create eftec-
tive legal safeguards around our
movement. But to believe such
an assumption one has to be
naive in the extreme. I the
Party swere so unwise as lo
liquidate itself in Cates’ organ-
ization it would soon learn that
it was in as exposed a legal posi-
tion as ever. Because the gov-
ernment, if it were disposed to
attack us violently, would do 50
on the grounds that the new
organization was simply the
Communist Party under a new
name, or that it was a Comimu-
nist  “front.” . This .much we
should have learned during the
recent period ol active govern-
ment persecution against the
Party.

d) It would narrow down our
field of political activity: A po-
litical action asséeiation, such as
is proposed by Comiade Gates,
would definitely limit and re-
strict the scope of our political-
electoral work, by eliminating
the possibility of our placing
candidates in the field during
elections, Instead of thus band-
oning this vital political fune-
tion, the Party should follow the
general policy of the British
Communist  Party, which s,
while: mainly Supporting the
candidates of the Labor Party,

Vlasily He rmagé it loontfip ‘i Yt alst puts ‘up candidates ol its'”

(Continued on Page 13)
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The net effect of these mis-
conceptions was to cast doubt on
the possibility of the working
class and its allies, havin
achieved the necessary degree o
political maturity, operating in
-a dilferent historical milieu, of
containing and preventing the
use of violence, historically prac-
ticed by the bourgeoisie, in its
attempt to stop the march of
progress to socialism by the
working class.

Thirdly, it was impossible to
maintain a consistent clarity and
understanding of the concept of
tlie possibility of peaceful tran-
sition, so long as we tended to
over-estimate the danger of war
and the tempo of fascist devel-
opment,

The Draft Resolution places
the question of peaceful tran-
sition in such a way as to give
new meaning and new under-
standing to this concept.

NEW PARTY OF SOCIALISM

Something fundamentally new
in the Draft Resolution is the

perspective for a new, united .

party of socialism in the United
States. y

This marks not only a definite
break with the idea that Com-
munists have today, or even
more sa, will have in the future,
a monopoly on socialist ideas
but alse correctly diseards the
narrow conception of our Party
today as the vanguard of the
working class. 4

My differences with Joe Staro-
bin, who was among the first to
recognize our left-sectarian mis-
tikes, do not center around ulti:
mate aims or perspectives. So
long as we both continue to ad-
here to the aim of Socialism, I
am convinced that our- paths
will ultimately eonverge.

SOCIALISM INEVITABLE

Nor do these differences cen-
ter around the question of the
inevitability of socialism in the
United States. Socialism, 1 con-
tinue to believe, is inevitable.

In the long run, the inevita-
bility is determined not by the
existence or non-existence of the
Communist Party but by the ex-
istence of a socialist movement
based on the principles of scien-
tific socialism, no matter by
whom it is headed.

My differences with Joe Sta-
robin are connected with the
guestion as to whether socialism
in the United States will be
retarded or advanced,

I believe that the liquidation
of onr organization as the most
decisive socialist organization in
this period would disastrously
retard this unfolding of the so-
cialist movement for perhaps a
decade or for at least an in-
definite time. Civen the correc-
tion of our errors it can and will
play an impertant role in the
emergence of a new socialist
movement in the United States,

Above all, it is necessary to
guard against leaving a vacuum

at a time when it is recognized
that the time for the emergence
of a new, broader, united and
mass socialist movement is not
yvet ripe,

OUR PARTY'S ROLE

Neither, however, am 1 con-
tent with any idea that all social-
ist-minded thinking be ultimately
encompassed within the confines
of the present Communist organ-
ization. This, I believe, to be
uppermost in Comrade’ Foster’s
thinking on the subject. This is
an unrealistic, dogmatic and
left-sectarian view.

There are many factors which
militate against such a perspec-
live.

First is the widely-held view
among the masses that our Party
since its inception has not been
an independent American Marx-
ist Party, Moreover, so weighty
is the force of tradition, I believe
this thought will continue to
linger in the thinking of the
American working class, even
alter it has developed a much
greater degree of class-conscious-
ness than at present.

Secondly, is the widely-held
conception, merited in great
part, that the character of our
Party has not been molded in
American tradition but was con-
ceived on the contrary, in the
image of other parties, especially
that of the Soviet Union.

Thirdly, not disconnected with
the first twa views, is the fact,
that despite many fine contribu-
tions ‘our Party has made to the
American scene, our Parly has
committed too marly gross errors
of a left-sectarian character, in
theory and mass policy.

MODEST AND LIMITED
In the Face of all this, we must

recognize that even with the
necessary correction of these
errors that are needed to be

made at our Convention, our
Party will be able to play an
important but still only modest
and limited role. A significant
aspect of this modest and lim-
ited role is the contribution we
can make to the emergence of
a wnited party of socialism,
Those who decry this perspee-
tive tend. it seems to me, te hit
out at a straw man. “Where,”
they say. “are the forces to be
found today to build such a
united  socialist  movement?”
They will be found, when the
time is ripe, in the hundreds of

thousands who went through and -

left our Party. among the lower

and even high echelons of leader-

ship in the trade union move-

ment, and in many sectors of the

traditionally socialist-minded peo-

ple throughout the eountry,
—D—

The most decisive thing that
is new in the Draft Resolution
% the ‘break with doctrinaire,
dogmatic approach to the prin-
viple of seientific socialism. '

Involved in this, is the funda-

mental question of the inde-
pendence of the American Com-
munist Party as an independent
party of Marxism.

It is this question, above all,
which is rocking our Party from
stem to stern. The differences
in the national committee and
among our membership around
this question is the biggest fac-
tor of crisis in our Party today.
Whether our Party achieves an
outlook of complete independ-
ence or continues in a state of
complete dependence (Comrade
Foster), or partial dependence
(Comrade Dennis, as his state-
ment on his vote of abstention
to the Resident National Com-
mittee statement in connection
with the events in Poland and
Hungary shows) will determine
the very life and future of our
Party.

Comrade Foster views the
stress on independence as sepa-
rating the American Marxists
into an island disconnected from
the international Marxist move-
ment. This is sheer nonsense.

TASK OF MARXISTS

On the contrary, by asserting
that American Marxists must in
the first analysis interpret for
themselves what is universally
valid in the doctrines of Marx
and Lenin today, and as they
specifically apply to American
conditions, the Draft Resolution
opens the door, closed in the
past, to contributions by Ameri-
can Marxists to the treasury of
creative Marxism. Instead of
keeping Marxists of various coun-
tries enchained to an alleged
central fountainhead of wisdom
on creative Marxism, it sets the
stage for Marxists of all coun-
tries, including our own, to re-
examine and develop all the doc-
trines of Marx and Lenin within
the context of the new historical
epoch in which we are living.

We esteem Krushchev or Mao-
Tse-tung or Togliatti none the
less, when instead of depending
on them and others to develop
and elaborate {urther the doc-
trines of Marx and Lenin, we
independently undertake to do
the very same thing; when in-
stead of waiting for them to
hand us down certain new un-
folding theories accepted by the
international Marxist movement,
we make our own modest contri-
bution to that unfolding,

Is it true that we have proven
to be bad Marxists? Is it-true
that, in the past, we have not

elaborated successfully one new.

theory on Marxism? It is in-
contestably true and the reason
for this is that we have failed
to think independently, to stand
on our own feet.

Much has to be reviewed in
connection with what is and
what is not universally valid to-
day in relation to imperialism,
the law of uneven development,
the national and colonial ques-
tion, the dictatorship of the
proletariat, to cite just a few
propositions of Marx and Lenin.
Certainly, the present outlook
that the theory of the inevita-
bility of war under capitalism no
longer holds, brings into focus
the need for a thorough re-
examination under present his-
torical conditions of what is new
in these and other principles of
Marx and Lenin.

BLAME OUSELVES

It is sometimes said, that in
eriticizing our lack of independ-
ence, we are placing the blame
for our erroys, dogmatism and
doctrinairism on Marxist of other
lands, especially the Marxists of
the Soviet Union. Of course, we
cannot blame anyone for our
errors except ourselves.

Our lack of independence
stems from a distorted idealiza-
tion of ‘the Soviet working class
and leadersf This has nothing
in common with a deserved hom-
age, merited by a working class
and leadership that has displayed
such understanding, and courage
through the fire of a socialist
olution and anti-fascist war, to

‘through the fire'of a socialist rev-

achievements, At the same time,

this deserved tribute to a heroio

“working class and leadership

does not require the sacrifice of
independence by other Marxist
parties.

The Draft Resolution, in em-
Rhasizing the independence of

farxist parties, has made an
higtoric contribution to the fur-
thet development of socialism in
our country,

JIX

So much for what is histori-
cally new and important in the
Drafe Resolution.

By no means however can our
case before the Party gand the
American working class and
Feople (and we are on trial be-
ore them) be rested on solely
these questions.

A key question is the future
character of our Party,

Qur Party is at its lowest
morale point in our history, A
number feel, I belieye fncorrect-
ly, that the Party has outlived
its historical usefulness.
cling to outworn ideas, resisting
all change. The decisive sections
of the Party still hope for a per-
spective that will lift the Party
into some semblance of legality
in the eyes of the American work-
ing class, They want to be able
to convince their friends and
their co-workers in the shops
that our organization is under-
going a rebirth which {s genu-
ine; a rebirth in which these
workers can place confidence, a
rebirth that takes into account
our past contributions and sets
the stage for new contributions
to the American scene.

How can we inspire such a
deﬁree of confidence in our Party
and the workersP

Nothing short of a sweeping
change in the character of our
Party, conforming to the sweep-
ing changes already made in
policy, represented by the his-
toric break with left-sectarian-
ism, doctrinairism, and dogma-
tism, can achieve this aim.

=

I believe that one of the most
decisive changes required is the
transformation of our Party into
a non-Party organization, a po-
litical action association.

‘Those who oppose such a step
tend to feel that this would sap
the Marxist spirit from our or-
ganization. But the Marxist chax-
acter of our organizataion can-
not be determined by its organ-
izational form,

So long as the new transformed
organization continues to base
itself on the struggle for the
immediate interests of the work-
ers, as it must; so long as it con-
tinues to base itself on the strug-
gle for socialism, as it must, we
Erovide the guarantees for a

ghting, Marxist organization of
the working class.

But, it is asked, what is the
erying need for transforming our

Many -

organization into a political ac-
tion association? What is it that
the association will do that our
Party can't do, given correctly

grounded  scientific  sociulist
theory and policy?
Space limitation does not

allow for a full answer. It can
be summed up in the paramount
thought that the transformed or-
Eanizzltion will enable our mem-

ership to unfreeze past rela-
tions with the working class and
masses; to head off head-on col-
lisions with miasses in their or-
ganizations, not only in the elec-
toral field but in diverse fields
of activities.

—B—

Space limitation here, too, per-
mits nothing more than naming
the further changes I believe
necessary to develop a rebomn
confidence on the part of the
workers, the Negro people and
other sections of the population
in our organization. I hope to be
able to elaborate on some of the
questions posed above, as well
as on the proposed changes,
more fully at a later date. Among
these proposed changes are:

1. The transformed organiza-
tion should change its name
from Communist to sumelhlng
else.

2, The concept of democratio
centralism should be rejected.

3. The: concept of monolithie
unity should be rejected,

4, The vanguard role of the
organization should be viewed
realistically so as to guarantee a
leading role, instead of the van-
guard role,

OVERHAUL LEADERSHIP

Finally, I believe that we
need a complete overhauling, not
only a refreshing of our top lead-
ership, and not only nationally
but in decisive states, This, too,
will help convince the workers
around us that our organization
means business in charting a new
path.

This is not projected in any
spirit of “dumping” the leader-
ship. Such leaders should con-
tinue to function in any capacity
assigned them with the idea of
placing their vast experience st
the disposal of the new leader-
ship.

Some say this is impossible
and that there is no such new
leadership to be found. It would
be a real sad commentary that
after two generations, despite
great obstnc?es; that would have
to be overcome, if we could not
select such a new leadership. I
think we can,

In the discussion, each par-
ticular change has been de-
scribed as a gimmick of one sort
or another. But these changes
taken as a whole can prove other-
wise, can help the American
workers to begin to develop a
new confidence in our organiza-
tion.

OUR COUNTRY FACING ITS MOST CRITICAL PERIOD AND Yeu
WORRY ABOUT AN INSIGHIFICANT THING LIKE EATING !
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Time to Reappraise (P Position on Negro Question

By DOXEY WILKERSON

Communists in our coun-
try and abroad are serious-
ly reexamining their theore-
tical premises and policies
in the light of the new world
situation we now face. The
defeat of the fascist powers in
World War II, the emergence
of socialism to a great world sys-
tem, and the powerful and ever-
expanding national liberation
struggles against imperialist op-
pression—all have brought about
an enlirely new relation of forces
o & world scale, and thereby
opened up new perspectives for
the consolidation of peace, for
big democratic advances, and
for the tansition to socialism.
Many propositions once held
valid are now clearly outmoded;
and Maxists everywhere are
confronted with the imperative
need for ideological “re-tooling.”

This, of course, is the process
underway in our Party's pre-
eonvention discussion. We are
engaged in the collective and
critical re-examination of our
theoretical postulates, our po-
litical role and our organizational
strneture—all in the light of the
chunging relations of forces in
our own country and in the
world. We are trying to gear our
Party to cope move eftectively
than heretofore with the reali-
ties of soeial developments on
the American scene.

One of the many areas in
which our Party’s theoretical
premises have lagged far behind
ever-changing reality is in our
outlopk on the Negro question
in the United States. Our theo-
retical position on this guestion
was formulated in 1930 and
basically reaffirmed in 1946. We
viewed the Negro question as
a national question—that of an
oppressed “nation” in the Black
Belt arew of Negro majority
population in the South, and
that of an oppressed ‘national
minoritv” elsewhere in the coun-
ty. Our program to solve the
problem called for struggle to
realize the demands of “equal
rights” for the Negro national
minority, and of “self-determina-
tion” for the Negro nation.

Inherent in this “self-deter-
mination” demand was our out-
Ipek for the Negro nation in the
Bluck Belt td-mature as a nation,
and to develop: in the direction
of—in time. itself to struggle for
—some form of autonomous po-
litical existence. The 1930 Reso-
Jution, for example, ecalled for
“establishment of the state unity,
ol the Black Belt,” for bringing
“together into one governmental
unit all districts of the South
where the majority of the settled
population consists of Negroes.”
The 1946 Resolution re-asserted
that the Negro people’s “fight
for Liberation Ffrom oppression in
the Black Belt—the area of Ne-
gro majority population—is. a
stenggle for full nationhood, for
their riglitful position of full
equality as a nation.” It de-
claved that “The Communist
Party supports the right of self-
determination  for the Negro
people, that is, their right to
realize self-government in the
Negro majority area in  the
South”; but it Jeft open the
qlm‘.:\iiun of “the form in which
the right of self-determination
will be exercised” for determina-
tion by future developments.

This, then, 15 today the theo-
retical outlook of the Commu-
Party on the Negro question. It
is an untenable position, demon-
strably undermined by the whole
course of development of the
Neoro people during the past

uarlerscentury. Our National
Jommittee’s call last April for
our Party “to re-appraise our

whole position on  self-deter-*

minafion in the Black Belt” was
long overdue. <

At least three facts confront
us in making a “re-appraisal” of
our Party’s theoretical position
on the Negro question: (1) to
review the considerations which

led to its formulation n the frst
place, and of its impact on the
role of our Party and on the mass
movement for Negro rights;
(2) to analyze the reasons which
argne for a change in our official
position; and (3) to define pre-
cisely what we now consider a
valid outlook and program for
the solution of the Negro ques-
tion. The first and third of these
tasks are without the scope of
this article, and are dealt with
only tangentially, Attention is
here foeused on the second of
these tasks—analysis of why a
change is now necessary.

Many developments during

recent decades raise serious
doubt that our Party’s concep-
tion of an “oppressed Negro na-
tion in the Black Belt” moving
in "the direction of “self-deter-
mination” was valid at the out-
set; and they clearly demon-
strate that it is wholly untenable
today. Chief among them are
(A) changes in the distribution
of Negro population; (B) changes
in the status of the Negro people
in many areas of social life;
(C) the dramatic recent upsurge
and orientation of the Negro
people’s movement; (D) the role
of our theoretical outlok in' ag-
%ravating our Party's isolation
rom the Negro people’s move-
ment; and (E) the more mature,
less doctrinaire, approach. our
Party is now taking generally in
its application and development
of Marxist principles in the con-
crete conditions of American
life.

NEGRO POPULATION
SHIFTS

At the turn of the century,
almost nine-tenths of all Negroes
lived in the South, and three-
fourths in the rural-South. Even
as late as 1930, when our theo-
retical position on the Negro
question was formulated, 74 per-
cent of the Negro population
lived in the South, and 60 per-
cent in the predominantly rural
areas. By 1930, however, only
68 percent of all Negroes still
lived in the Southern region,
and only one-third in the rural-
South. The country’s Negro
population is now almost equally
divided among the rural South,
the urban South and the north-
ern cities; and 63 percent of the
total (about the same as for
whites) is urban. This changing
pattern of Negro population dis-
tribution—from predominantly
southern rural-farm to increas-

ingly nationwide and urban—
fundamentally undermines our
Party’s outlook on the develop-
mental perspectives of the Negro
question in the United States.
Reflected in these changes, of
course, are the great wartime
waves of Negro population mi-
gration from South to North,
and from rural to wban South,
1t is estimated that the north-

‘ward movement that began dur-

ing World War I, around 1915,
brought at least 1,750,000 south-
ern Negroes into the cities of the
North and West by 1940; and
that nearly 2,000,000 more mi-
grated to these areas during the
past 15 years. Whereas the to-
tal Negro. population of the
South increased by only 1.5 per-
cent between 1940 and 1950,
there was a corresponding in-
crease of 57 percent in the rest
of the country—52 percent in the
North and 234 percent in the
West. Some 2,600,000 Negroes
living in these areas in 1950
were born in the South.

Along with this northward
movement, there was a less dra-
matic but even more substantial
Negro migration from the rural
to the urban South. The pro-
portions of southern Negroes liv-
ing in the cities of the South
changed from 22 percent in
1910 to 37 percent in 1940, and
to 48 percent in 1950.

The impact of these migrations
has been progressively to shrink
and dissipate the Black Belt areas
of Negro majority population,
Whereas in 1900 there were
some 293 counties in the South
whose populations were 50 per-
cent or more Negro, the number
decreased to 221 in 1920, to 189
in 1930, to- 180 in 1940, and
to 156 in 1950.

In 1930 there was a large
and fairly contiguous stretch of
territory in the South in which
Negroes constituted more than
half of the total population. It
covered substantinl areas of
southeastern Virginia, northeast-
ern North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, central Georgia and ‘Ala-
bama, and the lower Mississippi
Valley—with extensions into Ar-
kansas, Tenncssee, Florida and
east Texas. The 189 counties
involved constituted the heart of
the Black Belt, where 4,790,000
Negroes lived; and it spread
outward to embrace some 283
additional counties whose popu-
lations were from 30 to 50 per-
cent Negro. Here was the com-

mon territorial base of what our
Party conceived as the Negro
nation,

By 1950, however, this more
or less continuous area of Negro
majority populatlon no longer
existed. Instead, there are now
three smaller groupings of Negro
majority counties, geographically
separated by substantial cor-

‘ridors of majority white popula-

tion. One is along the coast of
Virginia and northeast North
Carolina. Another extends from
southeast North Carolina through
much of South Carolina, central
Georgia and south-central Ala-
bama, and into the northeast
corner of Mississippi. The third
centers in the Mississippi Valley,
extending from_north of Mem-
phis down to the east-west bor-
der of Mississippi and Louisiana,
The Negro population of the 156
counties involved is 2,109,000.

Thus, it is no longer possible
to speak of a continuous area
of Negro majority population in
the South. The former such area
has been broken up into three
parts; the aggregate territory in-
volved has been greatly re-
duced; and the Negro popula-
tion in the remaining Negro ma-
jority counties is less than one-
half that of the corresponding
Black Belt areas of 1930. More-
over, there is nothing to warrant
a long-time perspective of sta-
bilization for the existing Negro
majority areas in the South; in-
deed, decisive economic trends
suggest quite the reverse.

In the first place, the planta-
tion-cropping system, which op-
erates to retard Negro popula-
tion movements, has continued
to decline sharply during recent
decades, Between 1930 and
1950, for example, the number
of Negro farm operators i the
1930 Black Belt area decreased
by one-third; the number of Ne-
gro tenants and croppers de-
creased from 494,000 to 279,000,
or by 44 percent; and the num-
ber’of Negro farm wage-workers
decreased from 293,000 to
163,000, also by 44 percent.
Second, underlying this develop-
ment is the fact that cotton pro-
duction, in which the former
Black Belt area was for a long
time supreme, is shifting increas-
ingly to the mechanized, non-
plantation areas toward the West
(Texas, California, Oklahoma,
ete.). In 1950, for the first time,
these areas produced a lnrger
proportion of the nation’s cotton

Theoretical Material on the
Negro Question

In this issue, the Discussion
Bulletin is presenting special
material on theoretical aspects
of the Negro question. These
articles are described by their
authors as “working papers” re-
flective of viewpoints now being
debated in the Resolution Com-
mittee and the Negro Commis-
sion preliminary to the prepara-
tion of a concise Draft Resolu-
tion on the Party's Theoretical
Position on the Negro Qeustion,

As will be eyident, there are
wide areas of agreement express-
ed in each of these three articles.
At the same time there are im-
portant shadings of difference and
divergent views which require
much wider discussion for their
clarification and resolution. They
are to be seen in: (1) the charac-
terization of the Negro people;
(2) the reasons for eliminating
the slogan of political self-de-
termination from our Party pro-
gram;y (3) the nature and assess-
ment of the gains made toward
freedom of the Negro people.

We publish this material in
order that the Party member-
ship will be able to join in the
discussion of these questions on
the basis of the work done by
the committee thus far, and
thereby assist it in producing the
best possible Resolution.
DISCUSSION COMMITTEE

crop (46 percent) than did the
1930 Black belt area (32 per-
cent). Third, the rapid indus-
trial development of the South
since around 1940, opening up
some increased job opportinities
for Negro workers, has proceed-
ed and continues in the big urban
centers outside the old Black
Belt area. Fourth, the continued
expansion of industry in the cities
of the North and West affords
even greater employment oppor-
tunities for Negro workers.

These and related economic
trends are primarily responsible
for the recent Negro migrations
out of the Black Belt and the
break-up of the formerly con-
ticuous area of Negro majority
population. It is possible that
future setbacks in the economic
and political life of the country
may halt, or even reverse, these
trends, temporarily; but the long-
range prospect is for continuation
of the historic tendency toward
dissipation of the Black Belt area
of Negro population majority.
SOCIAL ADVANCES OF THE

NEGRO PEOPLE

Along with the mass migration
of Negroes from rural to urban
South and from South to North
and West during recent decades,
and functionally related to these
population shifts, have come
very important advances in the

—economic, social and political

status of the Negro people.
These changes, especially since
the early years of World War
11, open up perspectives for the
Negro in American life which are
quite different from those our
Party conceived a quarter-cen-
tury ago.

Itirst, there has been substan-
tial advance in the Negro's eco-
nomic status. For example, the
proportions of Negro workers
employed in non-farm occupa-
tions in the South increased be-
tween 1940 and 1950 from 50
to 66 percent for men, and from
80 to 86 percent for men
(chiefly in the least desirable jobs
in southern industry), and from
5 to 10 percent.for women (more
than half of them in laundries).
Increases “above” the level of
operatives, service workers and
laborers were from 7 to 12 per-
cent for men, and from 6 to 12
percent for women, The propor-
tions employed in service occupa-
tions alone remained at 11 per-
cent for men, but decreased from
59 to 45 percent for women,

Although quite limited, these
shifts in the occupational dis-
tribution: of = southern Negro
workers—especially  that  from

(Continued on Page 6)
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farm o non-farm—reflect very
important advances in social and
economic status. Not only does
the Negro have greater personal
security in the large urban cen-
ters than on ' the countryside,
along with more ready access to
the ballot, he also enjoys a much
higher standard of living. Im
1954, for example, the median
(i.e. most typical) Negro family
income was $2,425 in the urban
South, as compared with §742
in the vural-farm South. More-
over, this increased income of

the working class masses oper- |

ates substantially to raise the
income levels of middle class
Negroes in business and profes-
sional occupations based on the
southern Negro ghetto.

The distribution of Negro
men among the non-farm occu-
pations in the cities of the North
and West is not much different
from that in the urban South;
and there were only minor gains
in relative occupational status
between 1940 and 1950. There
was, however, a very marked
and very important increase in
the number of Negro men in
occupations “above” the opera-
tive-service-laborer level—from
less than 110,000 in 1940 to al-
most 270,000 in 1950, or about
146 percent. Moreover, there
were significant relative advances
for Negro women workers—in-
ereages from 11 to 25 percent in
the proportion of operatives, and
from 3 to 9 percent in the pro-
portion of clerical and sales
workers, along with a decrease
froim 80 to 57 percent in the
proportion of service workers.

Thus, in the decade of the
4(’s, the urban North and West
was able to absorb nearly 2,000,-
000 Negro migrants—mostly from
the South, with little education
or industrial experience—and still
to sustain some modest improve-
ments relatively and a very big
gain absolutely in the occupa-
tional status of Negro men, to-
gether with substantial relative
advances for Negro women,
What this implies for the over-
all economic progress of the
Negro people is suggested by
the fact that their 1954 median
fumily income in the northern
cities was approximately $3,260

—35 percent more than in the
uhan South, and 340 percent
more than in the rural-farm
South.

Second, there has been a very
big advance, both absolute and
relative, in the educational status
ol the Negro people. This came
partly through increased urban-
ization of the Negro population,
but chiefly in direct response to
powertul organized struggles by
the Negro people.

IIn the southern states with
segregated school systems, where
some 2,000,000 Negro elemen-
tary and high school pupils con-
stitute one-fourth of the total,
there have been very substantial
improvements in the extent and
finuneial support of Negro public
schools. Between 1940 and 1952,
current expenditures per Negro
pupil increased from $21.54 to
$115.08 (435 percent); expendi-
tures for capital outlays per Ne-

vo pupil increased almost 30-
ﬁ)ld‘ from 99 cents to $29.58; the
average length of Negro school
terms increased from 160 to 177
days (10 percent); and average
aunual salaries of Negro teach-
ers increased from $487 to
$2.389 (390 percent).

These absolute improvements
were accompanied by a consider-
able closing of the gap between
white and Negro school condi-
tions in the South, Thus, current
expenditure per pupil in Negro
schools amounted in 1940 to only
43 percent of that in white
schools, as compared with 70
percent in 1952. Corresponding
relitive gains during this 12-year
period were from 97 to 99 per-
cent in length of school term,
from 23 to 82 percent in cap-
ital eutlay expenditures - per
pupily and Fom 54 to 87 per-

. AND MY You NAVE A HAPPY THRMISEWING /=

cent in the average annual salar-
ies of teachers.

One of the most significant re-
flections of the Negro's over-all
educational progress is seen in
the difference in amount of
schooling between the “older”
and “younger” generations of
Negroes living in the South in
1950, A recent study showed
that 49 percent of the Negro
men who were born between
1905-09 had completed less
than five years in school, as com-
F:lred with 19 percent for those
orn between  1931-32.  Only
5 percent of the older generation,
as' compared with 15 percent of
the younger generation, gradu-
ated from high school.

The Negro people’s wide-
spread struggles to win these edu-
cational gains in the South, to-
gether with the effects of im-
proved education in strengthen-
ing their demands for still fur-
ther advance, are a very impor-
tant part of what led to the pow-
erful and victorious movement
to outlaw segregated schools,
and now actually to achieve the
integration of white and Negro
education in the South. By last
fall, this struggle for integrated
schools had been won for abeut
300,000 Negro pupils and
2,500,000 white " pupils in 723
school districts ol nitie southern
and border states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia; and its ulti-
mate trivmph throughout the
South is certain to come.

Third, the status of Negroes
has been improved in most other
areas of American life. Some
2,000,000 Negro « workers, for
example, are now an integral
part of the organized labor move-
ment; and in addition to con-
siderable representation on sec-
ondary levels of union leader-
ship, they sit in the top councils
of the AFL-CIO.

There has been a big increase
in the number of Negroes regis-
tered to vote in the South, espe-
cially since the Supreme Court
outlawed the white pritnary in
1944, In all states of the Deep
South, for example, the number
of Negro voters increased from
150,000 in 1940 to 1,110,000 in
1952; and for the whole South
the number approximates 1,300,-
000 today, Small but increasing
numbers of Negroes are being
elected to local public offices in
the South; and the Negro vote
outside the South repersents the
potential balance of power in 61
congressional districts.

Remarkably rapid progress has
been made during the past dec-
ade toward the elimination of
Jimcrow practices in the armed
services. The extent of mob vio-
lence against Negroes in the
South has waned considerably.
Racial segregation has been al-
most eliminated in inter-state
transportation, and is progres-
sively being destroyed in munici-
pal parks, swimming pools, golf
courses and other publie places

in the South. Important ad-
vances have been made in break-
ing down the still dominant pat-
tern of residential segregation.
And along with this weakening
of the Jimcrow social structure—
in shops and unions and the com-
munity at large—millions of
white and Negro people are be-
ginning to develop normal rela-
tionships with one another, and
thereby to undermine the in-
fluence of racist ideology on the
masses of white Americans.
These gains on many fronts
are a product of concerted strug-
e by the Negro people and
eir allies in an extended period
of relative economic prosperity
and social advance for the whole
American population. They must
be appraised in the light of the
wide range of special caste-like
*discriminations which continue
to hold Negroes far behind their
advancing white countrymen,
The old Black Belt area of
Negro population concentra-
tions, now mnarrowed and par-
titioned, still persists much as it
has been for generations; and
the declining plantation system
on which it rests continues to dis-
play remarkable tenacity in the
old slave areas of the Southeast
and the Mississippi Delta. Some
5,000,000 Negro Americans still
seside in this and similar areas
of the rural South. Most of them
live under conditions of extreme
poverty, with grossly inadequate
schools, faced with the constant
threat—and the frequent actual-
ity— of physical violence from
such forces as the Klan and the
Citizens Councils, and barred
from any participation, whatever,
in the political life of their com-
munities. The general social
}Jrogress of recent decades has
1ad very little meaning for them.

Even in the rest of the coun-
try there remains a great gulf
between the economic and social
status of Negro and white citi-
zens, Very few new jobs have
been opened up for Negro work-
ers by the recent industrial ex-
pansion in the South; and em-
ployment opportunities for Ne-
groes in the North and West
are severely restricted by flag-
grant racial discrimination. As
a direct result, the 1954 median
family income for Negroes in
the United States ($2,876) was
only B0 percent as much as that
for the whites ($4,827); and 54
percent of all Negro families (as
compared with 29 percent for
whites) were forced to live ,on
less than $3,000 a year. The
super - exploitation of Negro
workers remains the major source
of extra-profits for the monop-
olies which dominate the econ-
omy of ourfcountry.

Despite the recent improve-
ments in Negro school condi-
tions, the p:mpmtion of “younger
generation” Negro men in the
South with less than five years
of schooling (19 percent) is still

niore than three times as large

as for young white men (6 pes-
cenl}, for every $1.00 southern
publie school systems spent on
the average white pupil for cur-
rent operations during 1852,
they spent only 70 cents on the
average Negro pupil. If educa-
tional opportunities and facilities
for Negroes approximated those
for whites in Ene South, in 1950
there would have been 74,800
(instead of 30,600) Negro high
school graduates and 18,200 (in-
stead of 5,800) Negro college
graduates. Two and one-half
years after the ‘Supreme Court
outlawed Jimerow schools, ap-
proximately 90 percent of all
Negro pupils in the South still
attend “legally” mandatory seg-
regated schools. Even in the
North, where school segregation
has long been “prohibited” by
law, the practice of racial segre-
gation and other forms of dis-
erimination against Negro pupils
is extremely common,

Negroes are still murdered in
the South and their homes
bombed in many parts of the
nation for nothing more than ef-
forts to exercise their constitu-
tional rights. Jimcrow still de-
fines the basic position of Ne-
groes in the social shucture of
our entire country. The Presi-
dent and Congress persist in' re-
fusing to take decisive action to
protect the persons and the dem-
ocratic rights of the Negro peo-
ple. And racial prejudice is still
deep-rooted and widespread in
the white population of both the
South and’ North.

In short, Negro Americans still
remain, very definitely, the “sec-
ond-class citizens” of our coun-
try; and that basic fact, together
with its manifold harmful conse-
guences for the nation as a
whole, has ben changed only in
degree by the many democratic
gains of the Negro people have
won during the past quarter-
eentury,

What is “new” and extremely
important about recent progres-
sive trends in Negro life is that
once relatively stable patterns
of oppression are now in flux.
Racial  barriers have been
breached at many points; and the
whole Jimerow edifice is threat-
ened with destruction. There
now is a realistic perspective for
the Negro people to win truly
decisive victories in the fight for
democratic rights in the period
immediately ahead; and this
h:thy outlook—for an early
c{u:a itative leap forward—is quite
different from that which pre-
vailed when our Party’s theo-
retical position on the Negro
question war formulated in 1930,

TRENDS IN THE NEGRO
PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT

The dramatic upsurge of the
Negro people’s movement dur-
ing the past two decades is one
of the most significant political
developments in our country;
and the emerging new features
of this movement have profound
implications for our Party's theo-
retical outlook on the Negro
question. =

In the first place, the center
of gravity of the Negro people’s
fight for equal rights has shifted
from the northern metropolitan
areas to the Deep South. Where-
as the spotlight once focuset on
Harlem, Southside Chicago and
similar ghettoes in the North; the
main struggle now proceeds in
the big cities and rural Black
Belt areas of the South—Mont-
gomery, Tallahassee, Columbia,
Clarendon County, to mention
only a few. Marxists always un-
derstood the necessity and inevi-
tability of this development; be-
cause there can be no real solu-
tion of the Negro problem in
the United States without de-
struction of the roots of the
Jimerow system in the South.
Recent developments have now
placed this task on the agenda
of history.

Second, new and advanced
deméiinds are being pressed by
the Negro people on all fronts,

The decades-old fight for “equal®
facilities in the Negro separate
school has been transformed into
a powerful shruggle for the com-
plete and immediate end of
school segregation. And so it
18 in publie transportation, recre-
ation, housing, jobs, the armed
services, trade union leadership,
voting, representation in public
office, and every other area of
American life, Objectives are
now actively fought for that
seemed utopian only two decades
ago. Destruction of the whole
Jimerow system is now posed by
the Negro people as an immedi-
ate and attainable goal. What
is becoming the dominant mood
of the entire Negro people was
effectively expressed by Rev.
Martin uther King, dynamic
young leader of the Montgomery
Improvement Association, in his
simple declaration: “We have
decided we can no longer live
with Jimerow.”

Third, there is developing a
new high level of direct partici-
pation by the masses of Negroes
inthe fight for civil rights. Wit-
ness, for example, the local mass
demonstrations in Prince Ed-
wards County, Virginia, and
Clarendon County, South Caro-
lina—both Negro matjority areas—
which yesterday kicked off the
triumphant campaign to have

—the Supreme Court outlaw segre-

gated schools; and today, in
many parts of the South, the
heroism: of Negro children and
their parents in delying the
white-supremacist mobs which
are trying to prevent their realiz-
ing the benefits of this court vie-
tory. Recall the great mass
demonstrations throughont the
country last fall and winter in
protest against the foul murder
of young Emmett Till. Con-
sider what is happening when the
entire Negro populations of large
southern cities organize and sus-
tain for months on end the vir-
tually complete boycott of segre-
gated busses. Note the vast
imensions attained by the still
growing right-to-vote movement
in the South. The day is passing
when a small, militant Negro
minority carries the brunt of
the struggle for the Negro
masses; the prevailing trend now
is toward involvement of the
majority of the Negro people
directly in the struggle.

Fourth, the Negro people are
strengthening as never before
the internal bonds of cohesion
which makes them a distinct
people. The burgeoning move-
ment in the South finds echo in
militant supporting struggles in
the North, Negro workers in the
shops, small farmers on the
countryside, students and teach-
ers in the schools and colleges,
churchmen of all denominations,
professionals in other fields, and
the small but important stratum
of capitalists—all are now moying
in an ever greater concert of
struggle for the attainment  of
common goals. We are now wit-
nessing the development to a
very high level of that Negro
people’s unity—transcending clajs
an d geographical barriers—
which led our Party long ago
to charcterize the Negro ques-
tion in the United States as a
national question, that of an op-
pressed people. It was and
remains a correct characteriza-
tion,

Fifth, the -Negro people are
rapidly building up their organ-
ized strength., Negro trade union
membership has doubled in the
past 15 wvears, bringing into
being a vital and inHuential Ne-
gro caucus movement in the
unions, and imparting a new
quality of working class mili-
tancy to most all of the Negro
organizations, The National As-
sociation for the Advancement
of Colored People, now re-
emerging as the fighting van-
guard of the whole Negro peo-

(Continued on Page 7)
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ple, is rapidly growing in mem-
bership (by 65 percent during
the past year) and extending its
influence throughout the nation,
especially in the South. Negro
fraternal societies—most notably
the 500,000 Elks, the several
church denominations, scores of
women's organizations, college
fraternities and sororities, and
prafessional associations of all

“kinds are strengthening their

organizations and entering in-
ereasingly into the economic and
political arenas of struggle. Even
the social-work Urban League
is taking on a militant hue and
beginning, for the first time in
its long history, to build up a
mnss menibership.

Moreover. these many Negro
organizations are moving more
and morve to coordinate their
strugoles. The NLALAC.P. has
plaved an increasingly impos-
tant role to this end. But proba-
bly the highest expression of
this growing inter-organizational
unity came with emergence of
the State of the Race Confer-
ence last April, when 73 leaders
of the main Negro organizations
miet for the express purpose of
concerting their efforts. Not
since the National Negro Con-
gress was launched in 136 has
there: been anything approxi-
mating this new coordinating
center, which- embraces prac-
tically the whole of the Negro
people’s movement and prom-
ises to issue in a new stage of
prganized unity in struggle.

Sixth, the Negzro people :are
conseiously reuc?liug out- for—
and winning—important white
wllies in their fight for civil
richts, This is most evident in
the N.A.A.C.P’s recent develop-
ment of close ties with the labor
movement, its even closer work-
ing relations with the American
Jewish Congress and the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties’ Union, and
its coordinating leadership of
some 50 white and Negro-na-
tional organizations which are
brought together periodically for
joint action on specific civil
vights issues, But this trend to-
ward closer relations with labor
and other liberal white allies is
becoming even more general in
the Negro people’s moyement;
and it is getting results. Never
since the day of Civil War and
Reconstruction have the strug-
gles of the Negro people re-
ceivedd such active support as
they are gelting today from pre-
dominantly white labor, church,
professional, civic and other or-
ginizations throughout the coun-
try.

‘Moreover, thefe- is growing
realization among the Negro
people that their ‘democratic
struggles here are closely linked
with—and strengthened by—the
anti-imperialist, national move-
ments of the colonial and recently
liberated peoples of Asia and
Africa, and by the growing
strength of the socialist world.,
Bandung had profound repercus-
sions among all rstrate sof the
Negro people. And Negroes
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sense that increased competition
between the United States and
the Soviet Union for leadership
of the so-called “uncommitted
two-thirds of mankind” operates
enormously to enhance their civil
rigillts bargaining power here
at home,

Finally, there has developed
an overwhelming unity in the
outlook of the Negro people. It
is summed up in the term “in-
tegration.” — Negroes definitely
do not want any separatist line
of development, politically or
otherwise apart from the main
currents of American life. Al-
though some tendencies toward
separation still exist, they are
but pale .shadows of the big
nationalist upsurge of the Gar-
vey Movement in the 1920':
and their influence is inconse-
quential. Nor do Negroes seek
an undifferentiated “white” so-
ciety. There are fringe lenden-
cies along this line also; but
they by no means reflect the
prevailing consciousness of the
Negro people. What the over-
whelming mass of the Negro
people clearly want is full re-
spect for their dignity as Negro
Americans, together with their
unfettered right to equal partici-
pation, as individuals and as
organized groups, in the eco-
nomie, political and social life
of their country. This is the
real meaning of “integration”;
and this is unguestionably the
dominant and controlling aim of
the Negro people’s movement
today.

None of these interrelated
trends in the Negro people’s
movement has yet reached full
maturity—all are still emerging;
but their over-all impa¢t upon
the moyement has already de-
cisively shaped its general line
of development in thel period
ahead. The struggle will center
inereasingly in the South; and
it will press for ever more ad-
vanced demands, with - major
emphasis on the right to vote
and for full representation in
the councils of government. The
Negro people will continue to
build up their organized strength
throughout the country, and fur-
ther to angment their siriking
power by ever-widening alli-
ances, first of all with the labor
movement. Their fight for civil
rights will merge increasingly
with the demoeratic struggles of
labor and other progressive
forces—to break the strangle-
hold by which the Wall Strect-
Dixiecrat alliance now obstrucls
the forward movement of our
whole country, to restore the
Bill of Rights as the effective
law of the land, to consolidate
peace, and to raise the living
standards and strengthen the
economic security of the masses
of all people, on the countryside
and in the cities. Negroes will
also come to realize, in time,
that monopoly capital is the
main enemy of Negro freedom,
the decisive buttress of the
whole Jimerow system; and when
that time comes they will take
their place as a major component

of that anti-monopoly coalition
which will one day command
the machinery of our govem-
ment. =2

In the process of the great
democratic struggles which alone
can issue in these historic devel-
opments, the Negro people will
achieve, indeed, their cherished
goal of “integration.” And far-
ther down the road, their de-
cisive sectors will join forces
with that inevitable revolution-
ary movement—led by the work-
ing class and guided by its;
Marxist vanguard—which is

~destined to effect the socialist
reorganization of American so--
ciety.

This seems to be the general
strategic line of march forecast
by recent developments in the
Negro people’s movement, and
inherent in its relations to the
over-all class struggle of which
it is an inseparable part. It is
a course of development toward
ever more integral participation
in the economic, political and
social ‘life of our country as a
whole. It definitely is not the
autonomous course of develop-
ment which our Party envisioned
when its theoretical position on
the Negro question was formu-
lated 26 years ago.

SECTARIAN IMPACT OF

- OUR THEORY

The recent upsurge of the
Negro people’s movement has
been paralleled by the diminish-
ing role and influence of our
Party in its development. This
is, indeed, a sobering contradic-
tion, especially in view of our
vital and leading role in the
movement in the past, and our
continuing understanding of the
prime political significance of the
Negro question for the working

* class and our country as a whole.

There are many causes of this
Frogressive isolation of our Party
rom the Negro people’s move-
ment, particularly the lag in
adjusting our tactical line to the
emergence of many different or-
ganized centers giving leader-
ship to the struggle. Our con-
cern here, however, is for the
role which our theoretical out-
look played in helping to fur-
ther our isolation from the Ne-
gro masses. Its influence has
been definitely sectarian, in sey-
eral respects.

First, the overwhelminf ma-
jority of the Negro people ab-
hor and reject any outlook for
their separation—in any form
whatever, even temporarily—
from the American nation as a
whole, Our Party’s once high
level of prestige and influence
among the Negro people was
developed in spite of—not be-
cause of—our little-understood
slogan of “self-determination”;
and it was based chiefly on
Communist leadership in mili-
tant struggles for Negro rights
in our country, and on the liber-
ating national policy of the So-
viet Union on a world scale. I
cannot think of a single Negro
leader outside our Party who
has been even tolerant.of our
outlook for the establishment of
a Negro nation. Our dogmatic
insistence. that the Negro's de-
velopment must proceed along
lines which ran counter to the
aspirations and actual experi-
ences of the Negro masses could
not but tend to isolate us from
them.

Second, we correctly under-
stood “self-determination in the
Black Belt” as a revolutionary
demand, pointing to completion
of the bourgeois democratic
revolution in the South. But in
our emphasis on this strategic
objective—which still defines the
major democratic task before
our country, mu? of us tended
to look upon “mere reforms’—
relatively minor improvements
in the social conditions of the
Negro people—as of little conse-
quence, Indeed, some of our
comrades seemed over-ready to
deprecate the gains being won
by the Negro people, as if they
somehow ran counter to our
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revolutionary outlook. Such
attitudes, of course, were theo-
retically incorvect; for they over-
looked the fact that big qualita-
tive leaps in social development
come through the accumulation
of small guantitative changes.
But the main point here is that
such negative attitudes toward
the reforms being fought for and:
hailed by the Negro people
served to further our isolation
from them.

Third, these negative atti-
tudes toward the gains being
won by the Negro people be-
came translanted into open hos-
tility toward their “reformist”
leaders. Many among us could
hardly mention the names of
these leaders without attaching
such' choice epithets as “be-
trayers,” “lackeys of imperial-
ism,” and many more. Thus did
we earn the active opposition of
precisely those leaders with the
greatest influence among the
Negro masses; and in so doing
we furthered our isolation from
the whole of the Negro people.

Fourth, our strategic orienta-
tion on the Negro question also
contributed to our pre-occupa-
tion with Left-led organizational
centers in the fight for Negro
rights. Only we, with our true
revolutionary  outlook, could
really be trusted to lead the
Negro masses to ultimate vie-
tory; and we sought vainly to
atiract . them from the estab-
lished, main-line organizations
through which they continued to
operate, The inevitable result
was to leave our Party standing
largely on the side-lines, while
the Negro people’s movement
forged ahead at an ever-increas-
ing  tempo.

I think there is no question
that our Party’s present extreme
isolation from the Negro masses
is, in very large measure, a func-
tion of our theoretical outlook
for the Negro “nation” in the
Black Belt to develop in the
direction of some form of po-
litical autonomy. We simply
have been pointing in a direc-
tion opposite to that in which
the Negro people were actually
moving.

THE FIGHT ACAINST DOC-
TRINAIRE MARXISM

Qur Party’s recent re-examina-
tion of its approach to the
application and further develop-
ment of Marxist theory is lead-
ing us to conclude, as stated in
the Draft Resolution for the
16th National Convention, that
we have “suffered historically
from dogmatic application of
Marxist theory to the American
scene,” and that “insufficient de-
velopment of the theoretical
work of our Party over the past
decades has contributed toward
our doetrinaire acceptance and
mechanical application of many
theoretical propositions.” Surely
it is that our Party's theoretical
position on the Negro question
affords a prime example of these
dogmatic and doctrinaire errors.

There is no question that the
basic theoretical principles of
scientific socialism .on the na-
tional question have universal
validity. The teachings of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Stalin on the
emergence of nations with the
rise of capitalism, on the class
roots of national oppression, on
the right of mnations to self-
determination, on complete equal
rights for national minorities, on
the leading roles of the bour-
.geoisie and of the proletariat at
different stages of the mnational
movement, on the alliance be-
tween the working class and the
oppressed nations against impe-
rialism, on the two-front stimg-
gle against great-nation chauvin-
jsm  and narrow nationalism—
their teachings on these and
many related questions have been
proved, time and again, to ills-
minate and afford effective guid-
ance for national developments
throughout the world,

It was with good reason,
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therefore, that our Party acted
on the premise that Marxist
theory on the national question
has meaning for the Negro ques-
tion in the United States; it cer-
tainly does. Where we erred was
in the tacit assumptions, (1) that
the development of Marxist
theory on the national question
had been: completed, and the
answers to all questions safely

written down where we could -

find them in the classics: and
(2) that the application of this
theory to the Negro question
in our country consisted largely
in adopting forms and slocans
that proved successful in the
Soviet Union. The one is the
essence of dogmatism, the other
of doctrinairism; and both oper-
ated to stifle concrete analysis
and creative generalization on
the basis of the peculiarities in
the development of the Negro
people—which is the essence of
true Marxist methodology.

There are similarities, indeed,
between the relative brief devel-
opment of the Negro penple in
America and the far longer de-
velopment—going back to ancient
times— of the Ukrainian, Geor-
gian, Armenian and other peo-
ples of the Soviet Union; but
there are also vast differences.
It was not our task, as Marxists,
to proceed as if the formulae by
which the Bolsheviks solved the
nitional question could be trans-
planted fully-blown to American
soil. Rather, our task was to
examine concretely the differ-
ences between the development
of the Negro people in our coun-
try and national developments
in other lands, to test our gen-
eral principles in the light of
American experience, to deter-
mine what there is in these prin-
ciples that applies to the Negro
question in the United States—
and how differently they must
be applied, and also, if need be,
further to develop the theoretical
propositions of our seience in
this field.

There have always been many
comrades among us who sensed—
as «did the Negro people—that
our concept of an “oppressed
Negro nation” and our slogan of
“self-determination in the Black
Belt” were patently alien to the
Amnerican scene, that they simplv
did not correspond to the actual
or prospective development of
the Negro people. It is a tragedy
that our movement did not wel-
come their skepticism, and en-
courage their theoretical explora-
tion of more fruitful hypotheses;
for the tasks of creative analysis
which we should have under-
taken long ago still remaia
largely undone.

* CONCLUSION

Thus, for the past quarter-
century our Party has been hob-
bled by a theoretical position on
the Nearg question which is con-
tradicted by its actual and pros-
pective course of developroent,
which operates to further our
isolation from the Negro people,
and which we are now coming
to understand was an incorrect,
doctrinaire application” of Marx-
ist principles on the national
question in the first place. We
do, indeed, need to “re-appraise”
—in fact, to abandon—this un-
real and disorienting theoretical
outlook.

The Negro question is, as.we
have long understood, a national
question, involving the oppres-
sion of a distinct people. More-
over, as with national questions
generally, it is closely bound up
with and will find its ultimate
solution in relation to the
broader struggles of the working
class and its allies to curb the
reactionary power of monopoly
capital, and eventually to reor-
ganize our society along socialist
lines. Our task now is to define
a theoretical outlook on this
question which is consistent
with developing reality, and
which enhances our ability to
help strengthen the Negro peo-
ple’s movement and cement ils
ties with the working class,

i ol
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Communist Relations to the Ne

By JAMES E. JACKSON, JR.

(In order that the theses for
debate are sharply set forth and
made easily identifiable the
writer has employed the posi-
tive style of a resolution to ex-
press his ciews in this article.)

At mideentury the Negro peo-
ple in the U. S, number about
16 millions, some one-tenth of
the total U. S. population, ap-
proximately one-fourth of whom
still inhabit the mwal fowns and
vitits of the old plantation area
i the southeastern glates: where
they have been from slavery
time and remain to this day ina
part of this area the majority
people. In the South as a whole
live two-thirds (about 11 million)
of the Negro people in the U. S.
The remaining third (about five
million) of the Negro population
are to be found widely dis-
tributed throughout the rest of
the couptrv, but pacticularly in
large compact settlemients in the
major industrial and commercial
metropolises of the Northern,
Mid-Western and West  Coast
cities.

As a consequence of the Civil
War, the Negro people won
their formal eonstitutional status
of equal citizenship, vel. to this
day, Negroes nowhiere enjoy fully
genuine equality of rights and
opportunities with their fellow
white citizens.

In the Southern states where
two-thirds of the Negro people
live: their oppression and unequal

status, their segregation, their

disfranchisement, - their  sovial
pariah position, is not simply a
malter of racist custom  and
white supremacy practices; it is
the subject of a system of laws
mitlilessly  and  punitively en-
forced by all the police and
juridicial powers of the state and
local governments.

In the vest of the country Ne-
groes are also subjected to an
unequal status. The one-third of
the Negroes who live outside of
the South. while removed from
the formal legal yoke of the Jim
Crow laws of the Southern states,
are mnonetheless subiected to
segregation and all manner of
raeist diserimination and social
osthacism.

The manifest character of the
status of the Negro people in
the U, 8. is that of a racially dis-
tinctive mationality of a Lighly
industrialized, lavgely urbanized
country. The Negro people are
deprived by law or enstom of
their tull and equal rights as
citizens and are vietims of super:
exploitation and racist discrim-
ination and  indignilies. The
Americap Negro nationality in
the United States has ils origin
and roots in that Negro commui-
nity whose locus is that area of
the Southeastern states wherein
they have historieally constituted
the majority of the population
(the Black Belt).

The fterm “nationality” as
herein used is descriptive of a
distinct people, more widespread
geographically than a “commu-
nity,” more significant in ils
status and cohesive in its out-
look thin a “national minority,”
BUT NOT CONCEIVED OF
OBJECTIVELY OR SUBJEC-
TIVELY—AS A NATION.

The Commumist Party with-
draws from its program the slo-
gan of “self-determination for
the Negro nation.” In doing so,
liowever, the Communist Party
daes not (nor could it!) presume
to put into guestion the inherent

vight of such a community of -

people us the nation-like forma-
tion of the arveas of Negro ma-
jority in the Deep South; to fully
determine the pattern and course
of its own development,

When the €. P. incorporated
this matural right of a penple
hito its program as a political
slogan, it became in elfect an
estimate of the status and course
of development of the Negro
people’s freedom struggle in the
U. 8. Furthermore, it took on

the weight of a directive to Coni-
munists in the Negro freedom
fight to influence the course of
stiuggle and demands of the
movement in this direction, To
refain.  our previous position
would be a presumptuous judg-
ment and unwarranted interfer-
ence in the actual course the
Negro people’s movement is
taking.

In withdrawing our slogan for
political  self-determination, at
the same time we assert the
irrevocable right of the Negro
people in the U. S. (as is the
natural right of every oppressed
people and community) to deter-
mine their own course in un-
folding their freedom struggle
and to define the objectives and
soals of that struggle in con-
ormity with their own will.

The right of a people to de-
termine, to define for themselves,
the conduct, form and frame-
work through and by meins of
which they wage: their freedom
struggle is an indlienable group-
right and is to the community
what the rights ¢f man are to
the individual. |

The universal demand of the
whole of the Negro nationality,
of all class stratah, wheresoever
they live in the U, S., is for the
means of exercising full and un-

fettered economic, political and

social-cultural equality in rights
and opportunity with all’ other
members of the American people.

The Negro people’s freedom
struggle, therefore, is not merely
a civil liberties cause, it is hasi-
cally a political struggle; it is a
struggle for adequate power in
the hands of the oppressed peo-
ple themselves so that they may
secure and defend the integrity
of their Constitutional rights as
free and equal citizens of the
105

The fight of the Negro people
for freedom from appression and
for equal rights merges with, and
is an integral “part of the gen-
eral struggle of labor and the
papular democratic forces of the
whole American people for the
preservation and extension of
democracy against the reaction-
ary interests of the monopoly
ruling circles.

The struggle of the Negro
people for equal rights and of
the popular movement for gen-
eral democratic rforms through-
out the U. S. bears upon and is
co-related to the striving of the
disfranchised Negro communil
in the Deep South for its full
complement of political rights.

,'l'fle stiuggle of that part of
the American (Negro nationality

o

resident in the Deep South to
secure its equal rights in the
areas of its mnajority remains one
of the basic elements for the
achievement of equality of status
and citizenship for the Negro
people as a whole,

The struggle lor gennine repre-
senfalive government in respect
to the Deep South areas of Ne-
gro, majority corresponds to the
strngele (a) for the general equal
rights of the Negro people in the
country as a whole and in all of
the Southern States in particular,
and (b) the broad popular strug-
gle for democralic rights in the
country as a whole, and the par-
ticulir struggle for democratic

. reforms—for raising the level of

democratic rights and practices
in the Southern States to that of
the country as a whole.

The stress on the broader
arena of the struggle for the
democratization of the Southern
states as the main feature in
approaching the question of
struggle for political equality for
the Southern areas of Negro ma-
jority (the Black Belt) must not
be construed as minimizing the
importance of the strugele for
basic democratic and economic
reforms within the special south-
ern area of the Negro majority
itself, On the contrary, the full
weight of the labor and popular
demotratic movement through-
out the South and the Nation
must be brought to bear upon
wiping out the semi-feudal eco-
nomic relations, political dis-
franchisement, and cultural
degradation which characterize
-the conditions of the masses who
still live in their millions under
the yoke of the plantation sys-
tem.

Although the plantation econ-
omy diminishes i  area and
holds in its immediate grip only
a relatively small portion of the
toiling masses of the South, it
still wields a dominating inffu-
ence over the laws and customs
of the entire South. It is to sus-
tain thie rotten, semi-feudal plan-
tation system of monstrons rol-
bery and oppression of the Ne-
gro and white farm toilers that
the most barbarous anti-Negro,
white supremacy and fascist-like
laws and  fustoms are woven
into the superstructure of the
state and lgeal governments, and
which poitons the democratic
atmosphere of the entire South
and is a reactionary drag on the
whole country. To wipe out the
cconoic base of the plantation
landlords, through progressive
land reform masures in the in-
terest of the landless and poor

gro People’s

farmers, accompanied by meas-
ures to secure and safeguard the
suffrage rights of the Negro rural
masses lies at the very heart of
the struggle for democratic prog-
rss and equal rights for the
Negro people in the South today.

Therefore, the struggle for
freedom and democracy for the
Southern areas of historic Negro
majority is revealed as funda-
mentally & struggle for demo-
cratic reforms for the whole
Southern people in all Southern
states, that is: for [ree and uni-
versal suffrage, for genuinely
1'vpr|3:;ent:1tive government, for
wiping out the segregation laws,
for laws to implement and apply
the Bill of Rights, for wiping out
anti-labor laws, ete,

The Negro people in unrelent-
ing battle for their rights, have
wrested from the ruling class a

certain number ol measures of
opportunity to advance their
material and cultural status from
the Tow grounds of near-chattel
status at the turn of the last
century. This material and cul-
tural advancement achieved by
the Negro people in the U. S.
was meshed in a minor gear to
the expansive technical growth
~and development of the total
economy and objectively speak-
ing was a by-product of this
general plienomenon. However,

such improvements in the ma-.

terial and coltural conditions of
life which the Negro people have
secured have in no way modified
the harsh reality of their status
as the most exploited and all-

sidedly-oppressed part of the’

American people. The material
advances made by the people
of the country as a whole out-
strip the ~modest improvements
in status which the Negro people
have secured for themselves.
The gap in status remains. Im-
provements in the material con-
dition and amelioralions of the
oppression of the Negro people
are relative; their economie, po-
litical. and social oppression,
their deprivation of equal rights
remain constant,
The changes which have taken
place in the position of Negroes
“in American life although not
hasically: altering their status
as an  oppressed and cireum-
scribed people, are nonetheless
of great significance for the fu-
ture prospects of the develop-
ment of this people.
In the course of the economic
development of the countrv—fea-
tured by a rapid tempo of ur-

banization and industuial growth

—the Negro people, who us lite

Movement

as the 1930's were basically an
agrarian people had become at
mid-century an wunban peaple
in the country as a whole, and
in the Southern states of their
major population concentration
as well. This development has
resulted ina basic shift in the
relative strength of the classes
composing  the Negro people.
Previously the major strata of
the Negro people were bound
by economic ties to the soil. The
economic essence of the oppres-
sion of the Negro people then
was manilested in the landlord-
capitalist exploitation of share-
croppers, toiling farmers and
other class groupings of the
rural poor who were the largest
strata of the Negro population,

Now by far the fargest strata
of the Negro population are their
urban working people with an
industrial proletariat of about
two million, Now the economic
essence of the oppression of the
Negro people is manifested in
the discrimination against, and
economic exploitation of, Negro
working men and women by
industrial capitalists and monop-
oly.

As the numbers of Newro
wage workers increased in the
cities, the base was created for
and there has taken place a
progressive growth of the Negro
urban middle class of profession-
als, intellectuals and small retail
shopkeepers. -

A numerically small class of
Negro capitalists and wealthy
businessmen continue to retain
a precarious base in the Negro
market in certain branches of
consumer services and trade side
by side with the dominant big
white capitalist trusts and monop-
olies which dominate the Negro
market.

Although no longer in their
main characteristics an agrarian
peaple, mnevertheless, approxi-
mately three-tenths of the 11
million Negroes of the South-
ern states and one-half of the
Negro population in the Deep
Southern areas of Negro major-
ity (the Black Belt) reside on the
land.

Side by side with the emer-
gence of a small but significant
number of relatively well-to-do
Negro independent owners of
small and middle sized farms
utilizing modern equipment and
technique, the bulk of the Negro
farmer masses toil under the
old yoke of semi-feudal oppres-
sion and exploitation on the hig
plantations as pauperized share-
croppers, tenant farmers, and
farm laborers. The Negro® Farm-
ers who are owners or cash rent-
ers are largely restricted to the
worst land,

Whereas the existence of a
sizable portion of the populition
retaining roots in the land re-
maing an important factor in
giving a certuin stability to the
Negro commnnily in the Black
Belt of the Deep South, taken
by itself, it no longer: provides
the assurance of permanency or
continuing development to that
nation-like community upon its
territory as of old when the
southern economy was mainly
plantation conomy and the Ne-

gro population primarily a rural ;

“peasantry.” Now, the future of
this historic "Black Belt” com-
munity as an area of Negro ma-
jority  will primdriiy, depend
upon the factor of industrial
growth within the areas of Ne-
gro majority and the elimination
of all barriers to employment of
Negroes in these enterprises.

From the emliest days of their
being foreibly brouglit into this
country as slaves down to the
present time, the Negro  people
have waged an unending, stiug-
gle to secure their full freedom
and equality.

The unchanging aspirations of
th Negro people for freedom
and equality, the present circum-
stances in the country, and the
existing forms and manner of o,p-

. pression. of the Negro people,
(Continued on Page 9) A{‘: i
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(Continued from Page 8)
Rave given rise to the develop-
ment of the present-day Negro
people’s movement for equality
and freedom,

The present character of the
Negro people’s movement is that
of a people’s (all class) movement
of struggle  for popular-denio-
cratic reforms. It seeks to secure
to the Negro people the full
camplement of demogratic rights
and opportunities  claimed ~for
the white citizens of the U. S.;
for complete economic, political
and social equality. Its point of
departure is that of equal rights
for the Negro people but at the
same Hme it reflects an increas-
ing consciousness of the indis-
soluble inter-connection hetween
the particular struggle for Negro
etuality and the general strnggle
for peace. demoeracy and the
economic well-being of the whole
American people. It relies upon
the ever developing unity of the
orgganizational strength of the
Negro people. At the same time,
it strives to effect durable bonds
of nnity with the broadest demo-
cratic forces, especially with the
Inbor movement.

At its present level of develop-
ment, the demands of the Negro
people’s movement are mainly
those of a popular bourgeois-
democratic class character. It
is definitely anti-Dixiecrat and
anti-MeCarthy (i.e., anti-fascist);
it is anti- colonial but not con-
sistently  anti-U.S.  monopolist;
it is increasingly anti-war and
embodies multiplying elements
of auti-imperialist consciousness:
it is pro-labor and pro-liberal
democratic in its electoral prac-
tice and political outlook.

The Negro people’s movement

encompasses the bulk of the”

mass organizations of the Negro

eople—economic, fraternal, po-
itical, religions and social—
which ave reflective of the com-
plex of demands and interests
of the several classes and class
groupings in Negro life. Tt ig
ot vet an organically united
moyement with an authoritative
centralized leadership. ~ How-
ever, at the hub, at the organ-
izational axis of th Negro peo-
ple’s movement, is the NAACP,
whose " prestige, authority and
network of organizations and
complex of ties with all major
organizations of the Negro peo-
{ﬂa and “its growing fraternal
sonds with trade unions and
the general liberal demdcratic
forces of the country, serve to
strengthen the wunited action of
the Negro people and their allies
and furthers the development of
unity.

Within the united front of the
Negro people’s movement a
process of constant ideological
critivism  and debate unfold
about prineipled  questions  of
policies and tactics concerning
immediute objectives and long-
range goals, The contending
ideological trends, this inner
struggle over leadership policies
arise out of the very nature of
the Negro people’s united front
which is necessarily composed
of dificrent class groupings who
reflect different viewpoints hased
upon their respective class out-
ook and interests.

First, there are the leader-
ship, policies and methods of
struggle of the upper class group-
ings within the Negro movement,
Their influence upon the leader-
ship of this movement is dom-
inant at the present time., As
small capitalists, they have a
eapitalist outlook for the solution
of the Negro question. They
seek specific reform measures
toward equal rights for the Negro
people generally, through reli-
ance on the self-interest of one
sector of the dominant bour-
geoisie agamst its more chau-
vinistic and avaricious partners,

While basing its policies upon

~collaboration with and appeal to

the “liberul” bourgeoisie, the
federal government and the
courts, the Negro bourgeois
forces in the Negro people’s

movement, nonetheless, also
maintain ties and alliances with
the leaders of the trade union
moyement. This is possible be-
cause the Negro bourgeoisie is
primarily ~ non-monopoly  and
non-industrial © small ~capitalists
who employ few workers and
whose economiic base (or market)
rests largely upon the purchas-
g power of the Negro wage
workers of town and country
who are in the employ of the
white ecapitalists and landlords,

Secondly, the viewpoint and
policies of the workers contend
with those of the capitalists for
leadership  within ~ the Negro
people’s movement. The urban
working people constitute the
bulk of the membership of the
major organizations which com-
pose the Negro people’s move-
ment. They represent a grow-
ing and organizationally inte-
grated section of the  general
trace union moyement, being 30
percent of the organized meat-
packing workers, 25 percent of
the coal miners, 15 percent of
the membership of the auto and
steel unions, ete. :

As a consequence of Negro
workers being organized into
the general trade union move-

ment there has been introduced -

it the Negro people’'s move-
ment as major influences the
ideological trends within the la-
bor movement. The prestige .of
the Negro union leaders steadily
mounts within the Negro peo-
ple’s movement. They bring to
that movement the viewpoint,
mass tactics and policies of the
trade unions. = They.. strive to
have the Negro people’s move-
ment. develop the struggle for
equal rights on the basis, not
only of internal unity, but on
reliance on unity and alliance
with the labor movement, espe-
cially of the trade union organ-
izittions of Negro and white
workers.

The growing influence of the
trade union leaders within the
Negro people’s movement makes
for greater clarity as to the real
class foe of Negro equality—the
monopolists, the big capitalists
and landlords, At the same time
this trade union leadership
ln'ings not clarity alone, but also
such views and policies’ which
are representative of the prevail-
ing level of ideological currents
in the labor movement.
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Thivdly, the special demands,
viewpoint and leadership of
those strata of the Negro people
who are working farmers or farm
workers (althongh represented
programmatically in the demands
put forward by the Negro peo-
ple’s movement) ave not vet felt
as a major influence within the
Negro people’s movement. The
‘Negro farmers have not yet
established  effective  organiza-
tion to wage the strugule for
their economic demands. In the
main their organizational affilia-
tions are with' those organiza-
tions which put to the fore the
fght for the general democratic
demands for equal rights for the
Negro people, ete.

Eourthly, though they play a
prominent leading role in the
Negro people’'s movement at the
present time, the Negro intellec-
tuils do not represent an inde-
pendent elass gronping or homo-
geneous  ideological  viewpoint
within the movement. The Ne-
gro mtellectuals adopt the stand-
point of one or another of the

trends  and  currents emanating.

from the major class forces who
contend for dominance within
the Negro people’s movement.

The Negro people’s movement
organizes the maximum political,
eeonomic and moral strength of
the Negro. masses and their
white allies to bear upon the
monopolist  ruling ecireles, the
govérnment and upon public
opinion in order to bring about
basic improvements in the con-
ditions of life of the Negro peo-
ple in the U. S.: to secure equal-
ity und freedom from oppression,
racist abuse and super-exploita-
tion. :
1. Ou the economic plane. Tt
demands an end to all manner
of discrimination against, and ex-
clusion of, Negro men and
women workers and professional
people, from the industrial and
business enterprises of the coun-
try, mcluding employment train-
ing and promotion.

It demands the wiping out
of all differentials in wages and
job classification between Negro
and white working people.

It seeks the complete organiza-
tion of the remaining unorgan-
izedd Negro workers of factory
and Farmn into the general trade
union movement on an integrated
basis.

It supports the balanced in-

dustrialization of the South on
the condition of full and ecqual
rights of Negroes,

It supports legislative and eco-
nomic measures and the struggle
of the rural masses designed to
bring an end to the semi-feudal
plantation system and for such
agravian reforms as will' msure
land, eredits, farm implements
and decent housing to the land-
less and land poor tenants,
sharecroppers, farm laborers and
pauperized farmers.

It furthers the strugple for the
equal rights of urban Negroes to
all housing facilities  at equal
rental rates or purchase prices.

It supports all those general
economic programs desigined to
improve the purchasing power
and advance the living standards
of the working people, poor
farmers, professionals and small
businessmen, -

2. As regards political equal-
ity. It strives for the maximum
mobilization of the Negro elec-
torate for united political action
i alliance and equitable coali-
tion partnership with organized
labor and  broad progressive
groupings of the electorate, in
behalf of common democratic
objectives which advance the
interests of the masses in general
and  the freedom and equal
rights goal of the Negro nation-
ality in “particular.

It seeks to secure to the Ne-
gro people maximun representa-
tion in elective and appointive
public offices in governmental
bodies at all levels.

(1) Towards this end, it
seeks a democratic revision of
jerrvimandered representative dis-
tricts which arbitrarily fimaintain
Negroes in a minority status in
wards, state senatorial and as-
sembly districts, and in Congres-
sional Districts, thereby depriv-
ing them of oppertunity of an
equitable share of representation
in the several levels of the execu-
tive, legislative and judicial
branches of local, state and na-
tional government. :

(2) Towards this end, it
seeks the enactment of federal
and state  laws, judicial de-
cisions, and executive orders to
implement the enforcement of
the eonstitutional pledge of uni-
versal suffrage. It demands fed-
eral action to guarantee to the
disfranchised masses in the South
their constitutional right to vote
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and to exercise unfettered free-
dom of political action.

(3) Towards this end, it secks
to bring to bear the mohilized
strength of the Negro people
and their coalition partners upon
the legislative, execulive, ad-
ministrative and judicial branches
of the government—local, stite
and national—to secure the enact-
ment of measures to wipe out e
Jim Crow laws and to establish
safeguards against the segreca-
tion of and diserimination
against Negroes in every sphere
of American life.

3. On the ideological plane.
Side by side with the economic
and political strugele the Newro
people’s movement wages an
unremitling ideological struggle
against the racist delamation of
the Negro people. It fights the
ideology of white SUprentiey
and the myriad prejudicial ens-
toms and practices of the white
chanvinist defenders  of. and
apologists for, the oppression of
the Negro people.

Such are the basic program-
matic objectives of the Negro
people’s movement at the pres-
ent time.

The Communist Party con-
siders the question of the free-
dom of the Negro people from
all manner of oppression and
the securing of their full aud
equal economic, political and
social rights as American citi-
zens, to be the key democritic
task of our time and of the
whole American peaple, the ac-
complishment of whicl is essen-
tial to the canse of social prog-
ress, democracy and soejulism
in ouwr country.

The Communist Party views the
Negro people’s movement as a
powerful democratic force in the
social life of the country. It is

~atonce a great independent force

for the democratic and progres-
sive development of the nation,
and, simultaneously, an integral
strategic part of the general
popular coalition of labor and
democratic forces in struggle for
social  progress and  peace,
against the forces of reaction anc
war.

The Communist Party sup-
ports this movement, The Com-
munists take their place in this
movement and selflessly - strive
for its upbuilding and success,
In connection with the Negro
people’s movement, the Commi-
nists strive to:

I. Enlarge the organized
strength of the Negro people's
movement especially to further
its growth in the working cliss
districts of th cities aud among
the poor farmers and rural toil-
ers;

2. Enhance its bonds and alli-
ance with the labor movement
and its ties with the geweral
democratic and peace lorces;

3. Support measures to
strengthen its unity and effoc-
liveness, to promote joint action
and cement the amily between
the associated independent or-
ganizations which together make
up the Negro people’'s move-
ment;

4. Promote the interests and
policies of the workers within
the united  class front, to for-
ther the leading role of the Ne-
gro workers within the Neuro
people’s movement;

5. Contribute to clavity con-
cerning the identity of the true
class enemy of Negro progress,
that is, monopoly—the men of
the trusts—the landlord capital-
ists.  To  diligently introduce
greater consciousness ol the oh-
jectively anti-monopoly and anfi-
imperialist direction in which the
Negro people’s movement must
develop in order to attain the
objectives of Negro equality
and freedom;

6. Vigilantly and untivingly
combat all manifestations  of
white supremacy racism, to
place on the banners of the Jabor
movement and rally the trade
unions and all demoeratic forces
to the above strnggle against

{Continued on Page 10)
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The main concern of the
C.P. is to strengthen and
advance the Negro rights
movement, which has come
forward so powerfully, and
to strengthen and advance the
coalition between this move-
ment and labor in the interest
of demecracy, peace and social-
ism. These vital aims should be
served by a reexamination of the
theoretical pesition of the Party,
in the light of the experiences of
the past two decades and present
trends,

Basically, the Communist po-
sition has changed litdle since
1930, when it characterized the
Negro question as a national
question and adopted the pro-
gram of “self-determination for
the Negro mnation in the Black
Belt.” But it has been obvious
for some time that a basic re-
examination of this pesition is
called for by important changes
in the situation of the Negro
people in this country, in the
nature and form of the Negro
right movement, and in its re-
lation o the labor movement.
Important world changes emerg-
ing from World War 11, especial-
lv the successes: of the indepen-
dent movement in the colonial
world, also affect the position. ,

The Communist position when
it was adopted marked an im-
portant advance over existing
approaches in the labor and pro-
gressive movements. Instead of
the simple class approach, or the
race approach, or the “class and
caste” position—each in its time
tending to obscure the real na-
ture of the problem and hinder-
ing the coalition of the Negro
people and the working class
movement—the Communists rec-
ognized the national nature of
the Negro question, defining the
status of the Negro as that of
an oppressed people striving for
freedom. The question was thus
raised to the very center of the
fight for democratic advance
along the road to socialism, with
the most immediate implications
for the fight for democracy in
the South and for Negro-white
unity in the labor movement.
With the new approach, the Ne-
gro question in the United States
was brought within the scope of

the world-wide national move-
ments of oppressed peoples
against imﬁcrialism in the present
era, thus rir.%ing to bear upon
the question the rich experience
and Magzxist-Leninist theory in
this field.

Despite the prevalent Leftist
moods and interpretations of the
time, which resulted in one-sid-
ed and distorted programmatic
conclusions, the national theory
led to a deeper understanding
of the Negro guestion, making
‘possible vital contributions to
the stmggle for Negro rights.
The advauces are lasting and
durable, and continue to serve
as the base for further progress
in both theory and practice.
These may be summarized as
follows:

(1) The identification and def-

inition of the plantation - crop- -

ping system as an economic
remnant of slavery, semi-feudal
in content, and as the source of
the continued rule of white su-
premacy in the South, its con-
tinning economic backwardness
as a whole, and the oppression
of the Negro people. This con-
cept threw new light on histori-
cal development in the United
States and upon strugeles for
Negro freedom in the entire
period since the Civil War., It
supplied specific, concrete mean-
ing to the completion of the
democratic revolution in the
South, with its direct implica-
tions for democracy in the coun-
try as a whole. Tt revealed the
struggle _for Nearo freedom
throughout our history as being
at the heart of the battle for
democratic progress.

(2) The concept of strategic
alliance between the working
class and the oppressed Negro
people was placed in a new and
froitful mammer, which has con-
stantly grown in importance. In
the past, if this question was
handled at all, it was in class
terms only—as alliance betyeen
the workers, the poor and mid-
dle farmers, the urban middle
classes. As a result of the na-
tional approach, the Negro peo-
ple as a whole, in jheir fight for
freedom, are seen as a perma-
nent ally of the working class,
at all stages and phases of the
struggle along the road to so-

cialism. As recent developments
and current events show, this
concept of strategic alliance, if
fully developed by labor in its
battles against monopoly and re-
action can become a powerful
force for progress. Recognition

: of the national content of the

Negro question, and of the pow-
erful democratic drive imparted
by the Negro freedom struggle,
made possible- this concept of
strategic alliance.

(3) A basie, fuller, more fruit-
ful understanding than at any
previous time of the respective

roles of white and Negro work-
ers in the interests of working-
class solidarity, of Negro-white
unity, which proved its worth a
hundred times over in growing
Negro participation in the organ-
ized labor movement and in the
Communist Party. The Commu-
nists, themselyes setting the ex-
ample, played a pioneer and
vanguard role in recognizing the
special problems and demands
of the Negro people, and espe-
cially of the Negro worker, and
by carrying on a constant fight
against white chauvinist infu-
ences in their own ranks. The
Communist initiative on these
matters played an important
role in organizing the Negro
workers into the new industrial
unions of the CIO, in this re-
spect helping the labor move-
ment overcome the great lag
since World War I. The, Com-
munist approach, with its great
emplasis upon Negro rights and
demands and its insistence upon
the white workers taking the in-
itiative in the fight against race
prejudice and Jimerow practices,
also helped the Negro worker
overcome the anti - white and
separatist moods and tendencies
among his people, and to begin
to look for working class lead-
ership in the fight for Negro
freedom. The greatest advances
were made during the decade
of the thirties, the vears of great
economic crisis and popular up-
heaval, when the Communists
were- widely recognized as pio-
neers and indefatigable fighters
for Negro rights throughout the
country. Without this leap for-
ward in boeth theory and prac-
tice, the Communists could not
have played the role they did,

COMMUNIST - NEGRO RELATIONS

{Continued from Page 9)
segregation and diserimination
of Negroes and for the demo-
cratic demands for equal rights
and freedom of the Negro peo-

le.

7. The Communist Party sets
for itself the highest stendards
of brotherly relations between
its Negro and white members,
Within its organization there can
exist no toleration of race preju-
dice and no quota barriers to
the fullest participation and
integration of Negro Communists
in all levels of Party leadership
and in all aspects of its work,
The deliberate manifestation of
anti-Negro bias or racial preju-
dice is incompatible with mem-
bership in the Communist Party.

8. The Commmists bring to
the Negro people’s freedom
struggle their dedicated devotion
to the cause of the happiness
and liberation of mankind from
all exploitation and oppression;
their socialist ideals and ohjec-
tives; their knowledge of the
generalized experiences of man-
kind’s historic freedom struggle;
the methodology and eompass
of Marxist social seience.

9., There is no greater imme-
diate task for the Communists
and advanced workers to fulfill
in connection with the working
class than that of furthering the
bonds of class unity and brother-
hoood between Negro and white
workers, At all fimes' Commu-

nists must stand in the fore-
front of the struggle to smash
every remaining color bar and
anti-Negro prejudice. practice, or
manifestation of racial prejudice
in the trade union and other
working class  organizations.
Communists must always stand
forth as tireless fighters for the
integration of Negro workers on
the basis of full equality in the
life and affairs of the trade
unions. Communists must cease-
lessly work to influence the trade
unions to strugele for full equal-
ity in job rights in all branches
of industry for the Negro work-
ers—in terms of employment,
equal pay for equal work, job
classification, upgrading, train-
ing, and promotion; to put an
end to all racial exclusiveness in
the employment and job classifi-
cation prectices in the industries
and enterprises. Communists
must be oulstanding in influen-
cing and sharing in the comple-
tion of the urgent work of the
labor movement to organize the
millions of unorganized Negro
and white workers—particularly
in the South—into the trade
unions.

Communists must be tireless in
organizing and stimulating the
labor movement and the popular
organizations of dominantly
white membership, to champion
the fresdom demands of the
Negro— yeople and to  render
every r aterial and moral sup-

port to the concrete struggles of
the Negro people for political,
economic and social equality and
freedom from national oppres-
sion, segregation, disfranchise-
ment and diserimination.

The struggle of the Negro
people for equality is an organic
part of the democratic struggle
of the exploited classes and op-
pressed peoples on a national
and world-wide scale. It is a
separate sector but an indivisible
part of the struggle of the work-
ing people of our country and
the world for security, peace, de-
mocracy and freedom. Whatever
affects the fortunes of one sec-
tor, has its consequences upon
the whole front. Correspond-
ingly in so far as progress is
achieved in the general cause of
the strugele for democracy,
peace and economic well-being
in the country as a whole (as
well as on a world scale) to just
such an extent will more oppor-
tune conditions be created for
favoring the triumph of the
strngele of the Negro people for
equality of rights and people’s
freedom, The opposite is no less
true, therefore, Communists in
the Negro /freedom movement
strive to strengthen the con-
scipus participation of that move-
ment with the nationwide and
world struggle for peace, eco-
nomis well being and freedom,

and against war, fascism, pov- . !
= necessity. The real problem we

erty and colonial bondage.

helping open the door to the
significant advances toward Ne-
gro freedom at that time and up
to the present day. It is to the
lasting credit of the Communist
Party that it raised the Negro
question to the center of atten-
tion nationally, projected it bold-
ly into the labor movement, and
made it a sensitive barometer of
democratic progress in America,

(4) The concept of the Negro
people as a nation, entitled to
all the rights, dignity and status
of a free people, with the right
to determine their own destiny,
was an inspiration to Negro and
white alike, a ringing challenge
to all forces of reaction that
wanted to keep the “Negro in
his place.” No matter how sharp
the differences with the Com-
munists over their specific slo-
gan of selt-determination in the
Black Belt, their great and con-
stant emphasis upon the strug-

gle for Negro rights, built a:

sense of achievement and confi-
dence among the Negro people,
and linked the attainment of full
Negro freedom intimately with
demoecratic progress in the coun-
try as a whole, and especially
with the endeavours and aspira-
tions of laboring people for a
new, a‘socialist order of society.

These are the most important
positive aspects of the Commu-
nist position as developed and
maintained oyer the years, none
of which should be deprecated
and a}l of which should be re-
tained and carried forward. The
basie accomplishment in the the-
oretical approach, with its great
practical contributions, was to
place the Negro question in the
context of the national question.
This qualitative advance must
be retained as the basis for the
Communist position, as it 18
amended and adjusted in the
light of experience.

What turned out to be wrong
in the Communist position as
previously developed? The basic
weakness does not lie in the
general idea of self-determina-
tion, a right which the Negro
people are constantly in the
process of trying to exercise.
The basic weakness was in the
programmatic  conclusion, as
summed up in the slogan of “the
right of self - determination for
the’ Negro people in the. Black
Belt.” This proved to be erro-
neous because it projected only
one, course of self - determina-
tion, out of a number of pos-

sible ways, as the only solution.
.of the Negro question. Actual-

ly, developments have shown
that the national movement of
the Negro people is not taking
this course, that is, the attain-
ment of full nationhood within

the common territory eof the old

Black Belt, which was formed
during the period of slavery. Ob-
jective, material conditions, as
well as the course taken by the
Negro freedom movement itself,
project a solution along the
Iines of full and equal rights in
all spheres, without first going
through an intervening stage of
full nationhood within a given
common territory.

At this point it should be
made clear that the Leninist
approach to the national ques-
tion never set up a contradic-
tion between integration and the
right of self-determination. The
ultimate aim is integration. Due
to historic circumstances which
have led to the oppression of
one people by another, to na-
tional enmities, to big-nation
chauvinism, to distrust of the
oppressing people by the op-
pressed people, the stage of na-
tional freedom—that is, the full
right of a nation to choose in-
tegration or separation by exer-
cising the political right of self-
determination—has been recog-
nized by Marxists as a-historical

AUTHOR'S
NOTE

(Author’s Note: The following
remarks are directed toward a
re-examination of our theoretical
position on the Negro question.
They do not pretend to present
a complete hiscussion of the
question. They center on what
I think is pertinent to both a
critique of our previous position
and the attempt to redeﬁne our
position today. The conclusions
contained here about changes in
the Black Belt and the South are
based upon results of a new
study which I summarized and
submitted in a memorandum
dated September 10, 1954, urg-
ing a complete re-examination of
our position in the light of his-
toric trends and current develop-
ments. The last seclion of the
following comments is not an
attempt to define a complete
position, but only presents the
points that seems to me most
important, that need to be em-
phasized, in formulating our
position today.)

face in this respect is whether
the circumstances are such in
this country as to warrant the
perspective of a Negro nation
in the Black Belt seeking to
exercise this right politically, that
is, through first attaining some
form of state entity, on the basis
of which the right of self-
determination can be exercised.
While certain elements of this
type of development have al-
ways been present, and still per-
sist, the main long-range historic
tendency has been and is toward
a direct process of integration.
This does not mean that inte-
gration has been won or assured
anywhere in the U.S.; the battle
for equal rights, which has be-
come so intensive and wide-
spread, characterizes the present
stage of the struggle, which has
integration as its aim, that is, the
attainment of a completely unse-
gregated status everywhere, a
status in which the enjoyment
of all economic, social and polit-
ical rights in no longer placed
in question in any way. The
struggle for democracy in the
South, and especially for the
super-oppressed Negro people in
the South, remains decisive for
the attainment of this goal. And
the attainment of political rights
by the Negroes in the Black Belt
majority areas will create new
pivots of political power for the
Negro people nationally; more-
over, certain political auton-
omies for the Negio people may
emerge within the Southern
states where such majority areas
exist. However, the overall de-
velopment indicates that - the
Black Belt will not serve as a
base for national self-determina-
tion in the sense in which our
previous program envisioned.
The most important material,
objective [actors which affect
this course of development are:
(1) Periodic mass migrations out
of the Black Belt, since the era
of World War I, into the indus-
trial areas mostly in non-south-
ern regions but also in the non-
Black Belt South, have brought
about a significant change in the
geographical  distribution and
class composition of the Negro
people. Today, almost 40 per-
cent of the Negro people live
in non-southern areas (outside
the 12 states through which the
old Black Belt runs), as com-
pared with 15 percent 50 years
ago, while less than one-third
live in the old Black Belt area
as compared with more than
half at the beginning of the
century. (2) This shift of popu-
lation geographically has at the
same time been a shift from
rural into urban centers, from
agriculture into industry. In
1800 only one-fourth of the Ne-
gro people lived in urban cen-
ters, but by 1950 the propor-
tion had grown to 61 percent,
which approached the same level
as for the white population (64
percent). Today there are per-
(Continued on Paze 11)
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haps 2,000,000 Negro workers
in the trade unions. (8) Economie
changes in the South (especially
the shift of the cotton cro
westward, the growth of capital-
ist farming, the growth of
mechanization in  agriculture,
and industrialization) have weak-
ened and reduced the role of
the plantation-cropping system,
the chiet retarding force with
respect to Negro advance and
also with respect to progress and
democracy in the South as a
whole. The sharp drop of Ne-
gro tenant and cropper families
in the Black Belt by almost half
(from 500.000 to 280,000) be-
tween 1930 and 1950 indicates
a corresponding decline in the
old-style plantation, while crops
other than cotton and tobacco
rown on non-plantation type
armsg have become more impor-
tant. . Cotton has ceased to be
king in the old South.

These shifts and changes must
also be seen in their various as-
pects, The mass migrations out
of the Black Belt and the shift
from agriculture into industry
greatly increased the size of the
Negro working class and brought
large masses of Negro workers
into the labor movement, thus
broadening the ground for Ne-
gro-white unity and working
class solidarity. This is the most
powerful factor making for inte-
gration, and is at the base of the
great upsurge of the movement
for Negro rights. But the Negro
workers, as well as the growing
Negro middle classes in the ur-
ban centers, despite significant
progress in these respects, are
victimized and  diseriminated
against, econoniteally, socially
and politically. The continuing
ideology and practices of white
supremacy, although tending to
assume less direct and obnoxious
fornis in the North, still permeate
many sectors of the population,
including the labor movement
itself, not only as a hangover
from the past, but as a product
of imperialism in general and
more specifically as an out-
growth of the special oppression
of the Negro in the South.

The , declining role of the
plantation-cropping system, and
other economic changes in the
South, have resulted in the fur-
ther disintegration of the old
Black Belt as the area of Negro
majority, therefore weakening
the forces retarding Negro ad-
vance and southern progress.
But five million Negroes still live
i the old Black Belt majority
area, about 45 percent of the
population there, half of all farm
operators, and 70 percent of all
tenants and. croppers. Despite
both the absolute and relative
decline of the old-style planta-
tion, and despite certain adjust-
ments of the system, it remains
as a putrid, decadent force, still
essentially accounting for the
Negro coneentrations in the old
Black Belt areas, which remain
predominantly rural and are
still  characterized- by  semi-
feudal, oppressive relations, at
the lowest economic level in the
iation,

It would theréfore be er-
roneous to come to the conclu-
sion that the processes of eco-
nomic and social change have
in fact altered the nature of the
Negro question by removing the
basis of the American economic
and social order for the oppres-
sion of the Negro people. If
this were the case, there would
be no necessily for the struggle
against the oppression of the
Negro people, as a pressing and
special problem of the fight for
democratic progress and social-
ism, That was the basie mistake
made during the period when
Browderism was dominant in
the Communist Party, when it
was said that the right of self-
determination hagd already been

won and exércised along the
road of integration .into Ameri-
can life, This is the battle that
still has to be won, by constant
strugigle against the innumerable
discriminations which actually
exist in all phases of life, and
in the South by uprooting feudal
remnants embodied in the plan-
tation-cropping system and all
its ideological, social and po-
litical offshoots, as the indispen-
sible core of the fight for de-
mocracy. Thus, the Negro ques-
tion remains national in content,
since it inyolves the oppression
of an entire people by a dom-
inant nation, an oppression
which characteristically im-
perialist and from which the
monopoly-planter ruling classes
are able to garnish profits over
and above those resulting from
the exploitation of the white
working people. The fight
against this national oppression
involves basic social changes in
the South which will lead to the
completion of the democratic
revolution, started by the Civil
War and carried forward by
Reconstruction, until its defeat
in 1877. Specifically, this means
the elimination of plantation-
cropping as a semi-leudal left-
over from slavery, which today
continues to serve as the base
for the planter-Dixiecral political
poywer, allied with monopoly cap-
ital, Bt means the attainment for
the Negro in the South of all the
democratic rights guaranteed hy
the Constitution for all Ameri-
ean citizens, and of equal rights
everywhere, on a non-segregated
basis, for jobs, economic ad-
vancement, education, and all
social and political privileges.

The mistake wmade by the
Communists in the 1930% was to
assume that the struggle for full
equal rights, that the fight
against mational oppression of
the Negro, would take the classic
road of the formation of a nation

in the area of Negro majority.-

This position was ~ modified
somewhat in the Resolution on
the Negro Question in 19486,
after “the reconstitution of the
Communist Party. The Resolu-
tion (a) rejected the previous
perspective of a Negro Black
Belt state; (b) recognizing what

had long been true in practice,
it placed the question of self-
determination in the Black Belt
as an ultimate program as dis-
tinguished from the immediate
program, and also left open the
form in which self-determination
in the Black Belt would be
realized, to be determined on
the basis of future development:

‘and (c), placed major emphasis,

in the immediate stage, upon the
fight for equal rights and for
fully representative government.
These modifications were impor-
tant, in the sense that they dis-
carded or subordinated some of
the most incongruous and “Left-
ist” aspects of the program, ul-
though retaining the same cen-
tral  programmatic  approach.
Thus, as the Communist posi-
tion stood in 19486, it was still
based upon the perspective of
the Negro people in the Black
Belt developing in the direction
of full nationhood, with the
solution to. be found in the
realization of the right of self-
determination of the Negro na-
tion in this area. No official
cbange has been made in this
position since 1946, :
Why did the Communist
Party fail to re-examine this
position and change it, m the
face of imporant developments
which moved in another direc-
tion, although there were strong
pressures within its own ranks
to make such a change? In part,
this may be explained by the
fact that Browder revisionism,
with its repudiation of the na-
tional content of the Negro ques-
tion, and the resulting “down-
grading” of the question, aroused
a strong opposition in the ranks
of the Communists to any basic
change from the pre:Browder
position, and resulted- in the
1946 Resolution making changes
only of a partial and transitory
character. But it is necessary
to examine more deeply the
roots of this inflexibility in the
face of real developments which
brought into question the cor-
rectness of the position,

The most important weak-

nesses may be summarized as
follows:

(1) A mechanical, inflexible
and unhistoric approach to both

the theory of the nation and to
the national program. Stalin’s
definition of a nation, in itself
a good one with general yalidity,
was accepted without a full ap-
preciation of the specific char-
acteristics of the development of
the Negro people in the United
States. This was felt in the fail-
ure to recognize that the ele-
ments of nationhoqd vary greatly
in relative importance from one
people to another, depending
upon the specific circumstances
of their history. Thus, with re-
spect to the Negro people in the
United States certain factors fa-
vor the process of direct integra-
tion rather than a line of devel-
opment toward Negro nation-
hood, distingt from the American
nation as a whole, The contra-
dictory nature of this phenom-
enon can be seen especially with
respect to the element of com-
mou- territory, the Black Belt of
the South, which the Commu-
nists considered the “homeland”
of the Negro nation, and the
guarantee of an indispensible
base upon which all the other
elements of nationhood would
mature, and in their sum lead
to the emergence of a free Negro
nation within the United States,
But since the Black Belt, the his-
toric area of plantation-share-
cropping and Negro majority,
existed within the United States
rather than as a colonial posses-
sion, it was directly subjected to
the forces of capitalist develop-
ment ol great expansionist power,
which has lasted well into the
era of monopoly and imperialism,
The remnants of slayery svere
powerful enough to keep this
semi-feudal area almost intact
for a half century after the over-
throw of slavery, against all
kinds of opposing pressures, be-
cause capitalism found sufficient
resources of wealth and man-
power outside the Old South to
assure its rapid development,
Subsequently, however, the Ne-
gro land worker in the South
became an important source of
manpower for industry, and in-
dustrial expansion began to affect
the South itself more directly,
The importance of these factors,
at work oyer an historic period,
can be now seen more clearly.
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In other countries of a colonial
or dependent kind, internal ciap-
italist development and imperial-
ist oppression from the oulside
resulted in the emergence of na-
tional movements leading to in-
dependence, But in this coun-
try the expansion of capitalism,
continuing well into the present
era of monopoly, has had the
effect of partially disintegrating
the Black Belt and its semi-
feudal economy, preventing the
development toward a commaon
economic life for the area, and
drawing ever larger numbers of
Negroes out of the potential
national territory. The result is
that the Negro national move-
ment has developed along other
lines, predominantly in the direc-
tion of seeking a direct integra-
tionist solution,

Other elements of Negro na-
tionality have also favored this
development. No differences of
language set the white and Ne-
gro apart; and both share com-
mon traits of history and cul-
ture, although distinet qualities
also exist. On the other hand,
the principal obstacles to integra-
tion are the still persistent feudal
remnants in the South, and the
white supremacy ideology, fed
by the outmoded plantation sys-
tem and by imperialism.

Separalism has also  been
nourished by the race factor,
which has served to identify the
Negro as an oppressed people.
Among whites, racial prejucice
has hindered and obstructed
working class solidarity and
unity between white and Negro
in all phases of community lile,
Among Negroes, the race factor
has strengthened the sense of
identity as a people and their
solidarity as a people against all
forms of discrimination. While
also participating in  common
endeavors with whites, the Ne-
gro people have tended more
and more to _strengthen their
own organizations, and to build
up their own forces in the strug-

le for freedom. The shuggle
or full rights and equality las
therefore taken on a national
form, in the sense that the Negra
fights as a people, seeking special
guarantees inside and outside of
government that his rights, once
granted, are fully respected and
protected. Essentially, the Ne-
gro  freedom struggle has not
been based upon seeking these
guarantees in nationhood witliin
the Black Belt, although the
struggle for democracy in the
South has always been Dbasic.
These guarantees have been
sought within the framework of
present constitutional rights and
state structures,

The failure to give due weight
to-these specific features led the
Communists to apply the prin-
ciple of self-determination me-
chanically, and therefore incor-
rectly, to a situation that did
not warrant it.

(2) An incorrect approach to-
ward the possibility of continu-
ing capitalist expansion witliin

the United States under condi--

tions qf the general crisis of cap-
italism' played a very important,
role in the formulation of the
Communist pesition on the Ne-
gro question, - This position was
established and developed dur-
ing the great economic crisis of
the 1980%. At that tme Marx-
ists generally shared the view
that capitalism would never
again go through a significant
period of expansion, that (he
recovery from the economic
crisis was, of a “special kind”
which precluded a return to the
level of 1929, In this view,
American capitalism had entered
upon a period of more or less
continuous long-range decline.
Therefore it was assumed that
existing economic relations as
they affected the Negro people
would remain more or less the
same. From this is wias con-
cluded that the relative position
of the Black Belt as of that time
would continue  indeflinitely,
with little change in its internal
structure, with no further mass
migration out of it into indus-
try, with the prospect that this
would lead to the deepening of

(Continued on Page 12)
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Melting Pot’ Theory Doesn't Work;
- National Group Work Lacks Scope

BY A NATIONAL
GROUP WORKER

IN THESE United States,
45.000,000 people, or over
25 percent of the popula-
tion, belong to national
groups. Immigrants and
their children- comprise the ma-
jority of the population of great
cities like New York and basic
sections of the workers in key
industries in Chicago, Detroit,
ete.

Take a look at New York,
where 2,500,000 foreign - born
live. You have about two mil-
lion Irish, two millien Italians,
two million Jews, 500,000 Ne-
groes, 500,000 Puerto Ricans
and other smaller groups (Rus-
siuns, Ukrainjans, Poles, Hunga-
rians, ete). ITn New York one
out of every four reads a for-
eicu-language newspaper.

There are thousands of na-
tional group organizations, with
millions of members. There are
also muny national group labor
committees and clubs (e.g., the
Jewish Labor Committee with
about 500,000 members). Here
are some vital factors:

1) The majority of the nation-
al groups are in auto, steel and
other basic industries.

2) While the national groups
are shrinking, they are still large
enough to swing weight in an
election, especially in the east-
ern states. In 158 out of 435
congressional  distvicts in the
comntry  (mainly in big cities)
there are 25 percent or more
firsts and second - generation
Americans,. These districts are
represented by 76 Democrats
and 82 Republicans in the
House of
1956, Their strategic location
gives the national groups peli-
tical power. One bourgeois poli-
tician said: “They can swing big
citics like New York and Chi-
cawo that swing big states that
siving the Presidential elections.”

3) The combined circulation
of the national group progres-

sive press is many times greater

than the Daily Worker. In other
words, vou haye here many
thousands of workers sympathe-
tic to socialism, but not mem-
bers of the Communist Party
or the Socialist Party.

4} In the national grousp, as
a result of the disintegration of
the colonial system, there is to-
dav an ever-growing and anti-
imperialist feeling. Also, in those
gronps connected with the so-
cialist countries there is an in-
crepsing sentiment of solidarity
and hostility towards the cold
war directed against their moth-
erlands. On the other hand, the
rise of the fascist danger in the
U.S.A, has led to the sharpening
of nationalist and racist suppres-
sion of the rights of minorities.
PRACTICALLY LIQUIDATED

What is the situation with our
national group work?

During the last five years our
national group work was prac-
tically  liquidated.  National
group commissions fell apart or
are just not funetioning. Pro-
gressive papers folded up, athers
are: bleeding to death from a
shatp drop in circulation, while
some have increased their cir-
culition,

What are the main reasons?

1) The large-scale deportation
drive and the MeGarthyite hys-
feria,

2) The complete abandon-
ment of this field by the nation-
al and state leaderships. Year in
and year out a number of na-
tional group commissions fought
to re-establish contact with the
Party, Only this year some half-

measures were taken: a few
comrades were assigned, but

they appeared and disappeared
like comets, trawsferred to other
“more important fields, The na-

Representatives in

tional groups aren’t even men-
tioned in. the Dennis and
Schrank reperts. And of course,
they are not the concern of trade
union sections comprised almost
exclusively of national groups.
The Daily Worker and Worker
simply ignore the national
oups. For example: the DW
idn't even report about certain
deportation cases, while other
non-Marxist papers did.

3) The existence of strong
“left” sectarianism in the nation-
al groups, expressed as follows:
a) Overemphasis of left centers,
which became the substitute for
work in the mass organizations,
the unions and the Party. Thus,
it was impossible not-to get iso-
lated from the national group
workers and their allies. This
also led to the liquidation of the
Party’s vanguard role and the
Party itself. This is a main fac-
tor for the appearance of bu-
reaucratic methods of leadership
on the part of the commissions.
And naturally the left centers
became ghost centers. b) The al-
most exclusive concentration of
work among the foreign-born
and the abandonment of the na-
tive-born. ¢) The “old country
first” theory which reflects the

tendency existing among the old
immigrants, who came here
“temporarily.” This led to a
gross underestimation of the
American people’s life and strug-
gle, of which the national groups
are part and parcel, ¥

Why were the national ‘groups
abandoned completely?

Is it because of the “difficult
objective situation?” That, of
course, is one reason. But to pre-
sent this as the sole reason
means accepting the inevitability
of a panicky retreat—an under-
estimation of the people’s dem-
ocratic strength.

Is it because the national
%ruups have already been swal-
owed up by the “melting pot”
of “100 percent Americanism?”
To agree to this would be ount-
right nonsense.

The national groups, while
shrinking in size, are here to
stay for quite a long time, They
still are special groups of Amer-
icans, united by distant national
characteristics (language, tradi-

tions, culture, religion, customs,

and mixed national psychologi-
cal make-up). On this basis a
rich national group life and ac-
tivities have been developed.
Newspapers, theatres, teleyision
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shows, literature, schools, all
kind of organizations with mil-
lions of members, nationality
graup committees and clubs in
the labor movement, etc.

NEW CHARACTERISTICS

But the national groups have
developed new characteristics.
No longer does the first “foreign-
language” generation predomin-
ate. The feeling of being tem-
forarily in the U.S.A, has large-
y receded. The English-lan-
guage press of the national
Emups is expanding. Native-
om are being elevated to lead-
ership in organizations. They
tend to unite their forces to sur-
vive as national groups. The
McCarranite nationalist and ra-
cist attacks have increased the
tendency towards unity among
and within each group. The con-
servative-led organizations par-
ticipate more and more in the
struggle for equal rights, politi-
cal representation, cultural sur-
vival and against colonialism.
These are not signs of death.

In our Party the national
question in the U.S.A. was re-
stricted to the Negro nation in
the Black Belt and the Mexi-
can and Puerto Rican minorities,

This led to discarding the na-
tional groups (Italians, Poles,
Irish, ete.) since they are another
form of the national question,
different from the Negro nation,
different from the Mexican and
Puerto Rican national minorities,

This is a bourgeois nationalist
position, It takes for granted

. that the national groups have al-

ready died out. It is an expres-
sion of the “melting pot” theory
that still influences large seg-
ments of our Party. This is alien
to Marxism-Leninism. So is the
position that many of our com-
rades in the national groups
take: the building of an artificial
Chinese wall between their
group and the struggles of the
American people.

To revive our work among the
national groups I propose: 2

1) That we broaden our scope
on the national question in the
U.S.A, and include the national
groups. This should be included
in the draft resolution.

2) National groups commis-
sions should be represented in
the Party Convention.

3) Establish new commissions.
Clarify their role. Strengthen the
existing commissions by shilt-
ing the main emphasis in their
composition from the left cen-
ters and papers towards the
trade unions, mass organizations
and native-born. Establish a Na-
tional Groups Commission of
the National Committee.

4) Industrial sections must as-
sign comrades for national group
work, State and County com-

. mittees should establish national

group sections and braunches.
5) The Marxist press should

-discover the national groups and

minorities.

6) End the one-sided evolu-
tion of cadres in the Party. Draw
boldly new cadres from national
groups.

7) We must see, above every-
thing else, that national group
work is an important auxiliary
means of an effective industrial
concentration policy, a means
to improve the CLASS composi-
tion of the Party. Today's com-
position—mainly middle eclass—
is a deadly danger to the Party,
the main source of “left” and
right opportunism, a fountain
of factionalism, the main cause
(in, the last analysis) of our iso-
lation from the working class
and the poor farmers,

New Data on Negro Question

(Continued from Page 11)

all contradictions withinjit. The
theoretical conclusion from' this
was that the Negro nationhood
would mature in the Black Belt,
and would result in a’ national
movement along the classic
model. Despite the war-inspired
expansion, which accentuates all
the trends toward disintegration
of the Black Belt, the old view

persisted even alfter the war,

when the decline in production
due to reconversion from a war
to a peacetime economy was er-
roneously interpreted by many
as. the resumption of long-range
economic decline, and therefore
affected the 1945 Resolution.

This, of course, does not mean
that economic crises of severity
will not recur, with the effect
of retarding and even reversing
for a time the trends which are
altering the relative position of

_the Black Belt. But the actual

changes that have taken place
in the status of the Negro people
as a result of the economic de-
velopment in the South and in
the country as a whole have
shown that the perspective of a
maturing Negro nation in the
Black Belt was incorrect.

As a result of these mistaken
approaches the Communist Party

e

got fixed into immutable posi--

tions, not. in accordance with
reality. This is a basic reason,
together with generally prevail-
ing Left sectarianism, that the
Party was unable to adjust to the
new upsurge in the Negro free-
dom movement in the postwar
period, and played a relatively
unimportant role in it.

NOTES FOR THE DEFINI-
TION OF THE PRESENT
POSITION

The position of the Negro
people can be defined as that of
an oppressed racial-national mi-
nority, or, as Comrade Jackson
puts it, as a racially distinct
oppressed nationality. This rec-
ognizes the national content of
the question, which has been
established during the course of
historic  development in  this
country (slayery, the remnants
of slavery, the incompletion of
the democratic revolution in the
South, the persistence of the re-
tarding semi-feudal and oppres-
sive faclors during the entire
period of inner capitalist expan-
sion in the period of imperial-
ism). It also recognizes the
special racial factor, As ex-
pressed in white chauvinism,
this has sharpened the oppres-
sive diserimination against the

Negro people, and prolonged it
even as the objective factors giv-
ing rise to it have weakened. On
the part of the Negro people, the
racial factor has deepened and
prolonged their sense of iden-
tification as a people, subject to
the same discriminations on ac-
count of color,

The characterization of the
Negro people as an oppressed
racial-national minority- (or na-
tionality) also distinguishes their
position from that of other mi-
norities within the country, such
as the foreign-born and Jewish
people, historically as well as
in the present, for the evolution
of the latter groups has always
been along the lines of integra-
tion into. the ~American nation
as a whole, although certain
«chauvinistic attitudes, on the
one hand, and nationalitv-type
characteristics, on the other, per-
sist.

The obstacles which have stood
in the way of the integration of
the Negro into the American na-
tion are precisely those associ-
ated with national oppression,
and with the white chauvinism
arising primarily from the speci-
fic conditions of national oppres-
sion are not merely ideological
remnants of the past but are

the concrete, persisting rem-
nants of slavery in the form of
the plantation-cropping system
in the South, which, together
with all its offshoots, has been
the chief barrier to Negro inte-
gration into the American nation
as a whole as well as to the
progress of the South.

The battle for democracy in
the South, the completion ot the
tasks of the democratic revolu-
tion left unfinished by Civil War
and Reconstruction, therefore
play a pivotal role in the freedom
struggle of the Negro people.

With respect to long-term
trends, the most important is
the movement of the Negro peo-
ple towards full equality on the
basis of integration into all
aspects of American life. This is
sustained by material, objective
factors of change in the South
as well as by the various subjec-
tive factors, which are expressed
primarily in the greatly expanded
base for Negro-white working
class solidarity and in the inte-
grationist programs put forth by
the Negro freedom movement
itself.

Because of the specific fea-
tures of the mnational oppression
of the Negro people the {icvelop-
ment toward integration is not
taking place along the same lines
as for the other nationality
groups within the country. The

(Continued on Page 16)
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Rejection Political Action Asssociation

{Continued from Page 3)

own where those of the Labor
Party are unsatisfactory or non-
existent. ~This disposes effec-
tively of the Gates argument
that we cannot function as =a
politieal party because we face
a two-party system in this coun-
try, for Great Britain also has
such a system. That the British
Party’s policy is effective is at-
fested to by the fact that the
Farty, although relatively small,
has won for itself a large follow-
ing in the trade unions, Labor
Party and cooperative move-
ments. In trade union con-
gresses Left-progressive strength
Tuns to one-third or more of the
total vote cast. With a similar
policy in this country we can
also ﬁuild up a strong Commu-
nist Party and an extensive mass
following. We must not abandon
our election rights, but fight for
them. Some comrades in an at-
tempt to get around this decisive
objection, argue that the new
organization would also be able
to put up independent candi-
dates, This is not so, but even
if it were what then would be
the sense of the whole change?

e) It would alienate us from

other left forces in the United
States: Traditonally, American
left wing greups follow the prac-
tice of organizing independent
parties and of putting up candi-
dates outside the scope of the
two-party system. Consequently,
the proposed litical action
association, whicﬁofew if any of
them would endorse, could only
serve to drive another wedge
between us and these groups.
It is simply absurd to state, as
Comrade Gates does in his
article, that such an or%anization
as lie proposes would be an im-
portant step in the direction of
the eventual coming together of
the left groups in a general party
of Socialism, Just the reverse
is the truth,

f) It would weaken our bonds
of international solidarity: One
ef the most striking characteris-
tic of the Gates movement for
dissolving the Communist Party
into a political action association
is its definite weakening of in-
ternational conceptions of soli-
darity and its almost complete
focussing upon the American

scene. One of the main mani-
festations of this trend is the
development in the recent period
of definitely anti-Soviet trends in
their ranks. .

g) The new organization
would be revisiowist: In .his
article Comrade Gates says that
“our big mistake under Browder
was not the formation of the
Communist Political Association,
but the wrong content we put
into it.” But this is untrue.
Browder's idedlogical revisionism
and his organized C. P. A. con-
stituted one harmonious whole,
both phases of which, the organ-
izational and the political, were
opportunist. And the same would
also be true of Gates” political ac-
tion association.

During the past several
months there has been stiong
Right tendency, headed by Com-
rade Gates, growing in our
Party. As expressed in its vari-

ous writings and speches, the
concept of the general erisis of
world capitalism fades away,
especially with regard to the
United States; the prospect for
an eventual economic slump in
this country virtually vanishes;
the vanguard role of the Com-
munist Party is repudiated as a
matter of principle; the non-
inevitability of war is largely
looked upon as a sort of auto-
matic process, rather than as a
result of the world’s workers’
relentless struggle for peace; the
parfiamentary road to Socialism
is presented incorrectly in a non-
struggle sense; our recent pro-
posal that we restate the general
interpretation of the Marxist
principle of absolute impover-
ishment of the workers is already
being used in an opportunist
manner; the concept of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat weak-
ens into an evolving bourgeois
democracy; there is a virtual ac-
ceptance of the hourgeois theory
of American exceptionalism;
there is persistent sniping at the
USSR and its leaders, which
went so far in the Hungarian
crisis as to denounce the latter
as enemies ol Socialism, both
within and without the Soviet
Union; by open demands for the
dissolution of the Communist
Party; by tendencies to tail alter
the conservative trade union

" the proposed

" Resolution b y Auto

Workers in Detroit

~ WHEREAS this conference of all the auto worker sections of
Detroit, held at the end of September, reflects the thinking and

experience gained through long vears of leadership and struggle in

this basic industry, and

WHEREAS we feel that the thinking and opinions of this
conference should be recorded and made known becanse of the
special importance and role of the industrial worker in: the party

and in the present discussion, and

WHEREAS this conference showed a complele agreement on

the following points:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

1. That there can be no guestion as to the continued existence
of the Communist Party of the U.S.A. as a political party, basing
itself on Marxism-Leninism as applied to the Am:sican scene, and
it be emphasized that our mistakes stem from a superficial under-
standing and application of these principles, rather than from a
weakness in the principles themselves;

2. That we reaffirm democratic centralism as the basic rule
of our Party, that in supporting demoeratic centralism we empha-
size (a) That all our experience as militant class-conscious workers
convinees us that without democratic centralism we could not con-
finue to exist as a fighting organization; (b) that the present bhreak-
down of democratic centralism had its beginnings in Party practices
that existed long before the recent anti-Party persecution; (c) that
the relationship between industrial workers and leader§hip must
be completely overhauled so that the knowledge, experience and
thinking of the industrial clubs actually go into the making of
party policy; (d) that the problem of bureaucracy in our Party _be
studied in the light of the ahove, and that we use the CP of Chmla
as an example in developing organizational measures to combat this
bureaucracy, and strengthening inner party democracy;

3. That the industrial clubs and sections in our Party be con-
tinued and strengthened; that while this form of organization poses
many problems requiring solution, yet all our experience proves
that it is the only form threugh which the Party can carry out its

yole among industrial workers,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be sent
through our District to the National Committee for their considex- .

& ation;
—
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leaders uncritically; to dismiss
class collaboration in the labor
movement literally as of no seri-
ous consequence, instead of the
real danger that it is; and the
systematic campaign that is being
carried on to condemn Marxist-
Leninism as  Left-sectarianism
and to de-Leninize our Party, a
process which is already danger-
ously advanced.

These are Right wing trends
and policies, and beyond doubt
they are the ones that, in sub-
stance, would be written into
political action
association, From  whichever
angle it is looked at, the new
organization would be a bi
step backward for our Party, aniC

it would be hailed by all enemy

forces. If in the Party’s eager-
ness to find a way out of its
present serious difficulties, it
should be so unwary as to grasp
at the straw of the suggested
political action association, it
would do itself irreparable harm.
This time there will be no
Duclos article to bail us out of
our folly. Te make the same
basic. mistake twice would be
unthinkable. The Party’s life
is now at stake,

What, then, should the Party
do to meet its difficulties? The
answer to this pertinent question
can only be that we must go
ahead building the Comniunist
Party, essentially as the work-
ers in every other important
country in the world are doing.
But we must do this in a new
way, as has been made very
clear in the current long and
stormy Party discussion. Among
the basic lessons we must learn
and apply are that, imperatively,
we must have more democracy
and less bureaucracy in the
Party; we must display more
theoretical initiative and fight
against every form of dogmalism
and doctrinairism in this vital
field; we must develop morve
comradely critical relations with
other Compumist: - parties and
with the Socialist countries; we
must, while coneentrating funda-
mentally upon American condi-
tions, not neglect our basie in-
ternational tasks; we must war
relentlessly against our tradi-
tional weakness, left-sectarian-
ism, while at the sanie time com-
batting the Right danger which
has suddenly sprung up and
which is now threatening the
life of our Party: and we must
systematically eradicate every
trace of the Stalin cult of the
individual from oeur ranks.

Above all, we must realize
that the workers’ great science
of Marxism-Leninism is far more

exible and generally more
capable of meeting our present
problems ' than the makeshift
Right theories of revisionism now
running rife in our Party. We
must defeat the naive idea that
we can solve our problems by
throwing our Party out of the
window and Marxism-Leninisim
with it and by adopting a crude-
ly improvised political action

association, We must repel all |

the current attacks against Marx-
isrn-Leninism  and  also  correct
the serious errors in the Resolu-
tion in this respect, particularly
its making conditional the Party’s
endorsement of Marxism-Lenin-
ism,

World Socialism: is now rap-
idly overtaking and surpassing
world capitalism in every vital
field. This reality enormously

favors the struggle of the work-
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ers in all countries, including
ours. It also calls for greater
flexibility in their class struggle
strategies and tactics. We must
not conclude, however, that be-
cause in recent years world So-
cialism has become so powerful
that, therefore, the world battle
for Socialism is virtually won.
International capitalism s still
very strong and there is yvet much
fight left in it, especially in the
powerful section of it located in
the United States. Consequently,
we must orientate upon the per-
spective of sharp national and
international class struggles
ahead of us, even within the
framework of international peace-
ful co-existence. The period be-
fore us will be one of intense
struggle—among other things,
the current serious crisis in the
Middle . East should teach' us
this. Hence, in order to play
our part in the national and in-
ternational class and anti-impe-
rialist struggle, we imperatively
need a strong Communist Party,
firmly: based upon the principles
of Marxism-Leninism. This is
the basic reason, teo, why we
should categorically reject the
Gates proposal for a shapeless
political action association. with
an  essentially opportunist po-
litical program, -

The Communist Party, USA,
has a fighting record of which
it may well be proud. For al-
most four decades it has stood
in the very forefront of the
American class struggle, truly a
vanguard party, and it has made
innumerable contributions to the

istruggle of the working class

and the Negro people. Not the
least of this splendid record was
the Party’s recent heroic and
essentially correct fight against
the grave danger of war as a
result of the aggressive, world-
conquest policies of Wall Street
imperialism. It is a shame and
disgrace the way the Party has
been unmercifully slandered,
abused and misrepresented dur-
ing recent months right in our
own Party. Such a campaign of
systematic belittlement and at-
tack against the very existence
of the Party can only be under-
stood in the sense of so much
preparation to shove our Party
far to the Right and eventually
to liquidate it into such an or-
ganization as the political action
associafion. The membership
must not allow this disgraceful
and deadly campaign to succeed.

" We must rally to save the Com-

munist Party.

Our Party is now seriously
weakened, and its legal status
damaged, {rom a combination of
negalive ecircumstances.  First
and foremost was the long and
bitter attack upon our Party by
the government, with its j;:ilin‘g
of leaders, deportation of left
workers, denial of civil rights,
and all the rest of the terrorist
pro-faseist, pro-war campaign.
Serious leltist errors by our lead-
ers, basically caused by the hard
situation; also played an impor-
tant part. Then there has been
the great shock of the Stalin
revelations and the tragic events
in Hungary. A basic factor, too,
in causing our relative isolation
are the prosperity conditions and
illusions among the workers,
hred of 15 years of capitalist
boom. And not the least of these
negative factors has been the bit-
ter campaigns of liquidationism

carried on within the Party un-
der the alleged pretense of frank
self-criticism. But we must not
be dismayed and demoralized
by these difficulties and be
stampeded into the false hope
of a political action association.
Other Communist parties have
suffered far greater losses than
we have in their struggle in other
years; but by standing firmly on
their Marsist-Leninist principles,
they have overcome their losses
and marched on to great suc-
cesses. In fact, this is true of
all major Commuinist parties,
without exception. We, too, must
stand true to these great prin-
ciples and traditions and not
flee in confusion, as we would
do were we to accept the pro-
posed political action association.
This would be an impermissible
ideological and organizational
surrender to American imperial-
ism. We would be saying that
there is no place for a° Commu-
nist Party in. the United States,
the greatest country of world
capitalism.

Despite the present sharpening
of conditions internationally the
fighting situation of the workers
on a world scale is highly Ffa-
vorable, and getting more so con-
stantly, The same is true within
the United States, with the work-
ing class and the Negro people
displaying more and more po-
litical activity. The signal, there-
fore, is for us to build our Com-
munist Party and to plunge it
into mass activity on every front.
If we will do this, the way we
will recover lost ground will sur-
prise the pessimists. This is a
great testing time for American
Communists, when the Marxists-
Leninists must stand up and be
counted. As for myself, I have
no doubts as to how our Party
will respond in this crisis. Our
convention will show that we
have not studied and experi-
enced Marxism-Leninism for al-
most 40 years for nothing.
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By SAUL WELLMAN

DETROIT, Mich,
(From a report to. the Michigan
State Committee C. P.)

The Left-Center leader-
ship coalition led by the-
UAW from 1939 to 1947,
After 1947, there came into
being in its place a diverse
coalition of rightwing Socialists,
conservatives and business trade
unionists, under Reuther’s lead-
ership. The main factor which
brought them together was their
desire for control and their in-
strument  was  “anti-Commun-
fsmn.”

To understand the defeat in
1947, it is necessary to go back
and briefly examine the wartime
relationship of forces and devel-
opments which influenced the
UAW then,

In the key locals a contest for
power raged between two coali-
tions. The Left-Center coalition
led by Addes-Thomas-Leonard,
supporting the ClO Left-Center
Coulition headed by Murray,
was opposed by the rightist coali-
tion, headed by the former Left-
Winger, Walter Reuther. Both
coalitions had diverse ideologi-
cal groupings within them.

The general line of the Left-
Center coalition centered around
the patriotic objectives of win-
ning the anti-fascist war, adher-
ence to the war-time no-strike
Eh-dge, friendship between the

oviet Union and the capitalist

democracies, and support of the
Roosevelt labor-liberal alliance
in politics. -

The general line of the Right-
ist coalition—headed by Reuther
—centered around the proposi-
tion that while they were for
winning the anti-fascist war, they
remained strongly ant-Soviet,
This coalition during the war
encouraged 2 UAW referendum
on rescinding the no-strike
pledge, toyed with the Michi-
gan Commonwealth Federation,
which was objectively directed
against FDR and arged inde-
pendence from  Phil Muray's
policies.

Our correct win-the-war line
was executed in a wrong way,
due to the rightist policies of
Browder. We impermissibly sup-
ported piece work, while ignor-
ing war-profiteering; neglected
the united front of struggle on
shop grievances by methods
short of strike action; and were
salisGed in merely tailing be-
hind FDR and Phil Murray.

While the effort to rescind the
no-strike pledge failed, the Reu-
ther coalition, using such “leftist”
slogans as “equality of sacrifice”
and. “a two front war, against
Fascists abroad and redctionary
war profiteers at home”, “down
with Browder’s piece work”, suc-
ceeded in winning an enlarged
muss base for itsell in the ranks
of the UAW membership.

This, together with Reuther’s
association with the successful
first UAW post-war strike for
wige inereases, in GM, made it
possible for him to win the UAW
presidency in 1946, THence, had
the influences of a right-oppor-
tunist policy been combatted
during the war vews, the Lelt

Wt;;i
i
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need not have been so thorongh-
ly beaten immediately after.

A second factor contributing
to the 1947 debacle, and having
roots in the preceding decade,
was to be found in a policy
which denied the middle-road or
“third force” as legitimate
trends in the working class. In-
stead we concentrated our main
fire on them.

This attitude was especially
sharpened in the post-war period
when we spoke of two main
world camps—the camp of peace
and democracy, led by the so-

rect in saying that the auto
workers could not advance with
Reuther's anti-Communist, anti-
Soviet, right-wing orientation.
We wera mistaken when we said

that his pro-war, pro-fascist di-—

rection was inevitable and that
his middle-road pretensions were
demagogic and phony,

Our Michigan State Commil-
tee report to the 1948 Conven-
tion said: “Since 1939 our main
line has been to help weld a
progressive coalition of Commu-
nist and non-Communist auto
workers to isolats and defeat the

3 he same time the auto cor-
lons gought to use this

combination for their Big Busi-
négd inHienee on such questions
a8 divisive red-baiting, support
for coldswar policies of Dtdles,
and their hve-year wage freeze
contracts, elo. ete.

We cficl not attach sufficient
significance to the broad united
fiont ecpmmittee in late 1946 for
a Michigan Stae FEPC, which
included such diverse political
figures as Walter Reuther, Carl
Winter and Bishop Haas. This
should have fore-shadowed the
possibilities of developing united
struggles around specific issues
and demonstrating the true po-
sition of various groups on the
basis of their actions.

From 1947 to 1931 we per-
gisted in an approach which
called for a new reallgnment of
forces in the unfon which would
emerge out of the growing strug-
gles on the key trade union and
economic  issues,  but which
would ba anti-Reuther in char-
acter,

We placed, correctly, great
emcrhasis, though of a schematia
and mechanical nature, on the
development of the tactic of the
united front of struggle from be-
low and for sper:iaf attention to
the development of single issue
struggles. We wrongly ap-
proached this with an eye to
gharpening up the struggle
against the “bosses” boy” and t
“chief agent of GM In the union,
rather than against the auto
trusts. We fouuc?oursflves on the
opposite side of almost ever
question projected by top UA
leadership.

In 1951, at Ford Local 800,
old hard and fast {actional lines
were broken by the emergence
of the Carl Sle{lalo middle-road
position (neither in the “war” or
peace” camp) and which coal-
esced with the Lelt. ,This ex-
tremely important development

Eliminate Left Sectarianism
In Approach to Auto Workers

cialist Soviet Union; and the
camp of war and fascism, led by
imperialist USA. We singled out
for sharp attack those who, on a '
world, national and state scale
projected (for whatever their
reasons) a so-called third or mid-
dle-road position, We denied its
possibility and said you were
either in one camp or the other.
It was this wrong approach
which made it almost impossible
from the beginning of the post-
war period to achieve the policy
of “forging a broad, democratic
people’s coalition against war

“and fascist reaction.” While we

correctly fought dgainst U.S.
imperialist policy of war and re-
action, we incorrectly directed
our main fire against “Reuther-
ites” and “Reutherism”, rather
than the imperialists.

The touchstone for’our atti-
tude to other forces too often
centered exclusively on questions

of foreien policy. We were cor-

) -

# ONE STEP CLOSER, MR HOTSPuR, AND You'LL B€ DEAUING

WITH 15 MILLION MEMBERS OF A UNITED LABOR MOVEMENT

Reuther policy and ]eadershi?,_

which plays the role of Socia
Democratic lackey to the im-
perialist cause of Wall Street.”
This Social - Democrat-is-the-
main-enemy line ran through
everything, It found expression
in our attitude to union policies
and tactics, the field of political
action, struggle for democracy,
struggle for Negro rights, peace,
role of the Left, Party, etc. No
matter how much we and the
Left spoke out against faction-
alism, we could not rid ourselves
of its influence and stigma. The
main enemy was Reuther and
Reutherism, and we called for
his isolation and defeat. Objec-

tively this line obscured who

was and how to meet the main
enemy of the peace and demo-
cratic forces — namely, auto
monopoly, Ford, GM, Chrysler.

Yet for the past decade, the
Reuther leadership has consoli-
dated its control over the grow-
ing auto union. We were too
slow in recognizing the need for
a different outlook, , based on
changing conditions and new
relationship of forces.

Taking an undifferentiated ap-
proach to those who opposed us,
and issues they adyanced, tended
to obsciire sharp differences in
the Reuther camp and helped
consolidate the forces against
the Left. 3

We confused this combina-
tion’s desire for power and their
use of anti-Communism as a
jelled political outlook and ori-
entation. We only saw this right-
wing combination company-
unionising the UAW, We did not
see or understand that it would
be obliged th react to the pres-
sure and mhss struggles of the
workers, It| did, in fact, later
seek to win some concessions
and raise important trade union,
Negro  people’s equality, pro-
democragy, Inlql'i - ,Mcf.'_;lrl‘hx da-
manids, and’ advance important
peaceful co-existence proposals,

was not fully understood by Left
and Communist forces, even
though they made important
contributions: to its fulfillment.
While welcoming this new unity.
development, some Left and
Communist forces, instead of
noting  the. great
strength of a solid front against
the Ford Motor Co., saw it |I)ri-
marily as a blow at the Reuther
machine. We said “Ford workers
have found the Achille’s heel of
Walter Reuther.”

While noting our continuing
losses and growing isolation, in
1951 we still clung to our basic
anti-Reuther position as the
touchstone for policy among
anto  workers. In  November,

1952 our memo on Auto said:
“The most important thing to

potential®

seo and show Is that the Reuther
policies on all basic questiona
are becoming more and more un-

_tenable; They are rapidly moy~

ing into a crisis.” We called for a
shift in tactics, which would
abandon the practice of reject-
ing everything proposed by Reu-
ther, but did not change in our
fundamental line and approach,
which regarded Reuther as tha
main enemy.

However, prior to the 1933
convention of the UAW, we said,
“With the C. E. Wilson-Eisen-
hower government in Washing-
ton, unity is needed to defend
the living standards and liber-

ties, to defend the UAW." At the
same time, important develop-

ments were taking place \\’il’hﬂl

the top UAW administration,

With growing unemployment in

the winter of 1952-53, a UAW

unemployed conference con-

vened In Washington, out of

which came the Union's anti-

depression program, At the same

time the International was ae-

tively, participating in the strug-
gle tor Negro rights. It had ac-

tively entered the arena of poli-
tical action, especially through

its leading role in the Democratia

Party in Michigan. It played an

important role in the growing.
movement of opposition to Mo-

Carthy and McCarthyism.

These developments helped to
slowly, but inadequately, change
owr line in the UAW. Our objec-
tive was not primarily to de#eut
Reuther and Reutherism, but
rather to influence the develop-
ment of unity of the entire union,
to help it play a relatively pro-
gressive role in meeting the new
problems of the united labor
movement.

The last remnants of our left-
sectarian approach to the UAW
leadership must now be elim-
inated. The Reuther policy has
grudua]ly changed from 1953 to

ate in the direction of a more
consistent middle-road progres-
sive course. Thus his foreign
policy stand has progressed from
the 1953 convention policy lav-
oring U.S.-Soviet peace balks at
the summit, to the '55 convention
stand that “no one can win an
H-bomb war”, to his current

olicy favoring the testing of
I.S. - Soviet peaceful co-exist-
ence, based on mutual foreign
aid through the U.N. for under-
developed lands (including neu-
trals) without strings allucﬁmtl.

The objective of the Left in
the UAW should concentrate on
such unsettled UAW questions
as the fight against speed-up,
ending skilled wage inequilies,
winning the election of Negroes
to the top UAW leadership.
These have to be placed in the
context of a united UAW cooper-
ating from op to bottom to solve
these questions in the course of
struggle against the companies
and extreme reaction. Construc-
tive pressures from UAW mem-
bers and local unions along this
line can offset the Righlist pres-
sures continuously. being directed
at Reuther by the companies

and the extreme reactionaries.




By M.S.
SEATTLE,

THE ONLY correct start-

ing point is the fundamen-

tally new strategic situation

in the world today, coming

into being out of the cumu-
lative victories of more than a
gianeratiou of monumental strug-
gles.

The period from the October
Revolution to the present has
immeasurably  advanced the
-struggles of mankind. In the
oourse of these thirty nine vears
the peoples of this planet have
taken a qualitative step forward
in their march toward complete
liberation from the evils, the
burdens, the oppression, the dis-
crimination, the exploitation, the
limitations of class society.

The Russian working class
ushered in this preceding stra-
tegic period by its victorious es-
tablishment of working class po-
litical power and of the first
state dedicated to the building
of socialism.

The international working
class movement, with the Soviet
workers as the shock troops,
consolidated this wvictory by
frustrating a whole series of at-
tempts by the great imperialist
powers to smash the first social-
ist state and to prevent the
growth of the world working
class movement.

The situation was further
strengthened by ‘the rapid
growth of the working class
movements everywhere in the
world, by the phenomenal
growth of the Communist Par-
ties, by a new wunity of the wom-

en’s movement, the youth moye- -

ment and other democralic
forces, by an upsurge of the col-
onial and national liberation
movements, and by the succes-

sive five-vear plans of the So-

viet Union which transformed
that country from one of the
most backward economically to
a first rate industrial power.

In a desperate attempt to
crush these popular advances,
the imperialist powers brought
forth fascism, and nurtured it
until it became a threat to the
whole world.

Immense movements grew to
meet the rising threat of war
and faseism. The climax of this
struggle, dnd the turning peint
for the entire strategic period,
was the military defeat of the
world fascist forces.

SOCIALIST STATES

Creat new victories followed

the defeat of fascism, A whale

system of socialist states came
into bemg. The liberation of
China changed the relationshi

of forces in the world in a fund-
amental way, All of Asia and
Alrica made giant strides toward
shaking off their oppressors. Ey-
ery popular and democratic
force throughout the world was
greatly strengthened,

The cold war was a gigantic
attempt of the imperialist pow-
ers lo prevent these victories
and to erush them, to reverse the
course of history. On every
front—economic, political, mili-
tary and ideological—the great
resources of these powers were
mobilized for this effort. Natur-
ally the attempt was made to
transform the United States in-
to a special bastion, and thus
special blows were aimed at the
American people, particularly
the working class and the Com-
munist Party.

The attempt failed. The cu-
mulative effect of all the victor-
ies of the preceding strategic
period was to sufficiently isolate
and curh the forces of world im-
perialism so that in the period
of the eold war they were in-
capable of reversing the course
of history. They could not stop
the liberation of China. They
could not organize a war to
smash the socialist world. In this
period' they were unable to
build fascisin in this country
and revive it on a world scale.
The peoples of the world were
sufficiently strong to- defend
peace and democracy against
the cold war attack.
~ Thus we are now in a new
stage of world history. The
_many strmggles of the past have
‘brought us to the point where
the forces exist to win great new
popular victories. New and
higher goals are on the order
of the day. s

Tmperialism is sufficiently iso-
Jated so that the law of the in-
evitability of war can be replac-
ed by the law of peace—i.e. the
conscious curhing of the war-
makers by the world peace
forees.

The national libération move-
ments are sufficiently strong to
break the remaining shackles
of national and colonial oppres-
sion throughout the world. The
Negro people can win their free-
dnm.

The popular forces are suffi-
ciently strong o remove the
crushing burden of armaments,
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and turn the productive re-
sources thus released to a vast
increase in the material well-
being of mankind. They can
win further increases in man’s
well-being by tuming atomic
energy and other scientific and
technological advances into
avenues of peaceful production,

The democratic forces hayve
gained such strength that they
can win great new advances in
the fundamental civil rights of
every human being. Women can
make a qualitative advance in
ending their centuries-long op-
Frfmsiuu. Youth can free itself
rom being the special victim of
the reactionary forces of society

and win a new dignity and
standing.
The great and growing

strength. of the working class
gives it the ability and the re-
sponsibility to -give leadership
to all the popular movements as
it advances its own objectives.

_ Altogether, the popular forces

\

can win a new quality of human
rights for everyone in
world. :

PEACEFUL TRANSITION

The progressive forces are suf-
ficiently strong and united, and
the reactionary forces sufficient-
ly weak and isolated, so that it
is increasingly possible that the
peoples of the world can realize
a peaceful transition to a so-
ciety completely free from the
threat of war, a society whose
great and growing productive
forces are—at the service of all
and dedicated to an ever-in-
creasing standard of living for
every human being on this plan-
et, a society free from fear and
discrimination and persecution
and whose chief aim will be the
fullest flowering of the crea-
live genius of every person.

As the popular victories grow,
the speed of the historical ad-
vance will quicken, and the
amazing advances of the past
generation will be far surpass-
ed by the achievements of the
coming generation, as it moves
toward a really human society.

What is needed in the present
re-evaluation is to place these
goals for the future in the cen-
ter of our attention. What is
needed is to raise our sights to
the great new victories that can
be won in the period of world
history we haye now entered.

Having placed the future in
the center of our attention, we
can .then address ourselves to
the development of concepts
and program and to the prob-
lems of erganization. In short,
having properly placed the
question we will be able, all of
us together in the Party, and
with the help of the great mass
forces now in motion, to chart
the path to the future.

A central weakness of the cur-
rent discussion has been a ten-
dency to reverse this process,
and the result has been to stand
everything on its head. Too
much of the discussion has cen-
tered on reviewing in infinite de-
tail every real or imagined griey-
ance suffered in a lifetime of
struggle. Too much of the dis-
cussion has been backward and
on the negative. Too much is
centered on purely inner-organ-
izational eriticism.

What is needed is to fearless-
ly examine all the weaknesses,
but to examine them in the con-
text of our participation in a
monumental struggle which has
registered many great victories,
and which has now passed on to
a new and higher stage in the
forward march of humanity, We
need to sufficiently examine the
weaknesses to draw the necessa-
ry lessons to speed the advance.
But can we speed the advance
by a distorted concentration on
weaknesses, by fuiling to assess

the “steigths, by 'ighoring 'the

the

many victories of which we have

been a part, or by ignoring the
results: of those victories, the
great new stage of history which
we have now entered?-

Over - coming the negative
trend is a central problem in the
discussion, for this negative
trend breeds defeatism, political
sterility and liquidationism,

The path to overcoming this
negative trend is the path of
struggle to place the discussion
on its feet, to begin with an
over-all evaluation of the rela-
tionship of forces in the world,
of the new goals now before
mankind, of the paths to these
goals, and then a review of the
past in terms of the present and
the future, a balanced view of
liow we have come to where we
are, and what lessons we can

* draw from the past to speed the

victories abead.
PROPER RELATIONSHIP

Such a balanced ‘approach
will establish the proper rela-
tioniship bebween the objective
and the subjective factors in our
present crisis, It will establish
the fact that while our own sub-
jective weaknesses were our
main contribution to our isola-
tion, the objective situation
was the main source of that iso-
lation.

Such an approach will enable
us to go bevond a supetficial
view of our_isolation, recogniz-
ing that our isolation is eften
greatly exaggerated; and recog-
nizing also that a whole sector
of the working class agrees with
us politically and ideologieally,
but that the cold war atmosphere
has created special but not in-
superable obstacles to close ox-
ganizational relationships.

Such a balanced approach will
establish the fact that all the ne-
cessary conditions exist to end
our isolation, to overcome our

- crisis, and to give leadership to

great struggles ahead by advane-
ing the appropriate concepts,
program  and  organizational
forms for this new period.
Such an approach will estab-
lish the fact that it is basically
because the democratic forces
on a world scale now have a new
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quality of strength that they
are able to examine and elim-
mate the weaknesses of the past
period.

An adequate understanding of
America in 1958 requires an ex-
amination of the close inter-re-
lationship of the developments in
our country with world devel-
opments. It requires placing the
cold war in relation to the en-
tire strategic period of which it
15 a part.

Te develop adequate perspec-
tive for the period ahead, an
analysis of the present situation
must include in its scope an
over-all evaluation of the pro-
gress of mankind since the days
of Marx and Engels and the be-
ginnings of the working class
movement, and placing our
present degree of progress in
terms of the stage we are at in
the struggle for the complete
liberation of mankind. Only in
such terms can we assess the
tremendous strides forward man-

. kind has taken in the last few

generations, the lingering weak-
nesses that eling to us, and the
glorious future ‘that now can be
won. -

We need such a canvas, too,
to preperly weigh the world-
wide struggle for bourgeois
democratic liberties, the speci-
fic' contributions of our country
to these struggles, and their re-
lation to the remaining struggles
for the complete liberation of
mankind.

The draft resolution reflects
the approach of these notes.
However. it can be strengthened
in a number of ways. It can be
strengthened in terms of inter-
national outlook. It can be
strengthened by greater empha-
sis and development of the goals
that can be won in the new
period of history. While gen-
erally positive, it could be fur-
ther strengthened in this respect.
I1f, there was greater emphasis
on singling out the essence of
the present situation, it could
undoubtedly be shorter, without
sacrificing content. All in all it
represents a great advance since
the April NC meeting and in the
direction we need to go.

1
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Draft Resolution and Present Problems

(Continued from Page 1)

prominent position in the Reso-
Iution and developed fully. Our
future as a Party depends on
whether swe draw_all the con-
clusions theoretically and in ac-
tual application te life, from this
section of the Resolution,

Recent events in Hungary and
Poland have brought these ques-
tions to the fore in a most dra-
matic fashion. There is no
doubt in my mind that in for-
mer years we would have had no
trouble in  “analyzing”  these
events. We would simply have
supported the position of the So-
viet Union. Just as we did at
the time of the Soviet break
with Yugoslavia,

But today the majority of the

National Committee is refusing

to take this “simple” approach,

In line with the recognition of
past mistakes by the Draft
Besolution, we are tryving to
give an evaluation of gvents in
Fastern Europe based on our
own analysis, and when we feel
justified take up a critical atti-
tude to the actions of Commu-
nists in other countries, including
Soviet Communists. Some say
this is a departure from interma-
tional working class solidarity.
But that depends on what is
meant by this term. In my opin-
ion, this important concept has
for too long and with great detri-
ment to the cause of Socialism
been given a narrow and incor-
rect meaning—and to this day
some people insist that any criti-

cism of the policies or tactics of -

the Sowviet C. P. constitutes a
violation of international work-
ing class solidarity. I maintain
that this is false. In fact blind
support of Soviet policy when it
runs counter to the interests of
Socialism constitutes an aband-
onment of this principle,

Likewise the wrong and
harmful policies depeloped dur-
ing later vears of the Stalin
leadership, especially as it ywas
expressed in relation to other
Soeinlist countries and Commu-
nist parties constituted an oul-
right renunciation of the real
content of international working
class solidarity.

To the extent that the pres-
ent leadership of the C.P.S.U,
‘rofuses to break clearly with the
policies and practices of Stalin,
they are compounding these er-
rors and bringing about conse-
guences most harmful to inter-
national working class solidarity.

Some people say that we are
proposing the abandénment of
Alarxism-Leninism, Here again
we must be mose specific. In
all of my experience in the Party
we were never really free to
use the scientifie method which
is the heart and essence of
Marxism-Leninism.  Whenever
American Communists individu-
ally or collectively attempted a
creative approach to problems
by the use of the science of
Marxism, they invariably ran into
the stone wall of the require-

ments to conform to the con-

clusions of Soviet Marxists,

While we kept saying Marx-
ism-Leninism is no dogma, it
should be enriched by conclu-
sions drawn from new experi-
ences, ete., in practice, the initia-
tive for changing any “Marxist
proposition” was solely reserved
tor the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, The acceptance
of any innovation proposed by
the Communists of any other
country including our own was
conditioned by how Soviet Marx-
ists would react to the innova-
tion. This has been the essence
of the dead hand of dogmatism
that has plagued our movement—
we propose to break with this
kind of Marxism-Leninism,

In attempting to build the
movement for Socialism in the
United States, we propose to
utilize fully the science of so-
ciety as developed by social
scientists from Marx to this day,

We also propose to examine
propositions’ promuleated by

Marxists in other periods to re-
tain what is applicable and to
discard what in our opinion is
not valid and has become harm-
ful if retained, We hope to en-
rich the science of social changa
on the basis of our concrete ex-
aminations and experience.

Our bureancratic system of
organization is very closely con-
nected with these basic policy
questions. In the absence of a
scientific approach to theory and
independence of judgment there
can be no democracy in an or-
ganization of Marxists, Under
these conditions it is really uns
derstandable why Democratic
Centralism became CENTRAL-
ISM. It is also understandable
why all Party leaders to a larger
or lesser extent became bureau-
cratic as well as victims of
bureaucracy,

It is no accident that the
Resolution drops the expression
Democratic Centralism. This ex-
pression has become identified
with a system of ocganization
which stifled democratic expres-
sion, which penalized and in
many cases drove out of the
Party comrades who sought even
in a limited way to challenge
the very policies that led to the
present erisis. It is most unfor-
tunate that some comrades who
in the past several years have
been most prominent in urging
the Party to make the necessary
changes are now on the outside
of the Party and that many
others have been so treated as to
lead them to lose confidence in
the Purty’s ability to make the
drastic changes required for its
Irecovery.

The Resolution makes a be-
ginning in spelling out a new
attitude to imner Party democ-
racy, an attitude which will dis-
card the old formulas of “Demo-
cratic Centralism,” “Monolithic
unity and iven discipline,” and
replace them with a system of
organization corresponding  to
the proposed basic changes in
policy. This new system ol or-
ganization will be developed
further in the Draft Constitution,
(I hope to comment in its eon-
crete wspects in a later article.)

Some comrades are of the
opinion that the guarantee of

basic change cannot be achieved

unless the Party changes its
form of organization to a non-
electoral  political  organization

and changes its pame so as to
delete the word Communist, I
do not share this' view.

1 believe that the basic
changes in our Phrty which are
urgently needed and decisive are
those having to ' do with the
content of our policies. The
form of our organization, im-
portant as that iy, can best be
worked out on the basis of the
decisions of the Conyention on
policy. The Draft Resolution
proposes that a program com-
mittee be elected at the Con-
vention to draft a Party program.
This program will be based not
only on the present discussion
and decisions of the Convention
but will go much deeper into
theoretical questions, It will be
the test of our ability to apply
Marxismi-Leninism to the reali-
ties of American life. It is this
program that will have to spell
out concretely new propositions
as well as our attitude to many
propositions which we have
hitherto accepted but now con-
sider either incorrect or obselete
or inapplicable to our conditions.

It seems to me entirely prema-
ture to give up the electoral char-
acter of our organization before
we have had the chance to work
out a Party program. On the
contrary I am conyinced that in
the process of working out the
program we will come to the
conclusion that it is essential to
retain our electoral character,

Furthermore; the proposal to
change the form of our organiza-
tion at this Convention gives rise
to. fears amongst sections of our
membership that' in Qddition to

the changes in policy which we
are plainly projecting the change
in form is cllt'.sigued to open the
way for liquidating the essential
features of an American Marxist
Party. When the question of
form will be discussed in con-
junction with a proposed Part

Fmgmm such fears will lose all
vasis and the question of form
of organization will be discussed
tully on its merits.

As to the question of name,
I do not believe that wa should
cllan[.l’,e our name on the ground
of “dramatizing basic changes”
as some say “Because the name
is discredited.” Rather we should
change the name it by doing so
we can help the Party break
out of its isolation and help it
overcome its present status of
virtual illegality in the trade
unions and mass organizations,

I am impressed with the argu-
ment made by many comrades
during these weeks of discus-
sion that as a result of our basic
changes in policy many workers
in trade unions and at least some
leaders would want to remove
the bars that now keep our com-
rades from enjoying the full right
of union membership, including
the right to hold union office. The
argument is made that as long
as’ we retain our present name
irrespective of our basic changes
in policy these workers and lead-
ers cannot overcome constitu-

tional provisions which bar mem-
bers of the Communist Party
from holding office. These and
similar arguments are very
werthy of consideration by the

present discussion and by the
Convention; if proven valid they
would constitute in my opinion
good and sufficient reason for
changing the name of our Party.

New Data on Negro Question

(Continued from Page 12)
pernicious influences and prac-
tices of white chauvinism, in the
first place, and the growing ten-
dency of the Negro people to
retain and strengthen their own
institutions and organizations de-
voted to their interests as a peo-
ple, sustain and prolong a bi-
national situation. Because of the
historical factors and the contin-
uing oppressive  forces, the
process of integration is - pro-

_ tracted, and is going through

the phase in which the Negro
people increasingly pursue their
aim of freedom by united action
as a people. The special situa-
tion in the Black Belt, especially
in relation to the battle tor de-
mocracy in the South and the
need to remove the obstacles to
Negro advance, continues to play
a basic role. The continuing ad-
vance of the struggle for Negro
rights in this region imparls new
strength to the Negro people’s
freedom struggle nationally, and
raises the level of that struggle,
This moves in the direction of
enhancing the role of the Negro
people as an increasingly im-
portant force in the political life
of the South and of the country
ag a whole.

As trends and potentinls in the
present situation indicate, and

taking into account the specific
feature of the position of the
Negro people, it is likely that the
Negro freedom movement for
some time to come will take na-
tional form, although its aims
will remain integrationist. By
this is meant that, even under
conditions of democratic ad-
vance, the Negro people will
continue to seek assurances and

special guarantees that their
rights will be respected and' de-
fended. Complete representa-

tion at all levels of government,
from township and county to
state  capitul and Washington,
will help attain these guarantees
and assurances. But the Negro
people will necessarily also seek
additional safeguards, both in-
side and outside the structure of
the political system and of gov-
ernment, and not only through
their people’s organizations as
they now exist. Certain current
developments (like the evolution
of the NAACP, the bovcott
movements, the national con-
ference, etc.) may lead in the
direction of a kind of congress
of the Negro people, expressing
their aspirations and programs
as a people. Although working
in coalition with labor and other
forces, the Negro is more and
more relying primarily on his
own efforts as a people, and

seeks adequate national expres-
sion for ‘this.

In recognizing this situation,
and in supporting the aims and
struggles of the Negro freedom
movement, the Communist Party
seeks to strengthen and advance
the coalition between the Negro
people and the working class.
1t sees in working class solidarity
between Negro and white, the
base for which has been greatly
extended, the greatest force fa-
voring integration, It sees white
chauvinism whereyer it operates
within the labor and working
class movement as the main ob-
stacle to cementing Negro-white
workers” unity and to the
strengthening of the coalition be-
tween the Negro people as a
whole and labor as a class, It
puts forth as a pressing task for
the labor movement the union-
ization of the South, which can
become the driving force of the
battle for democracy in the
South and which can muster the
forces for the decisive defeat of
Dixiecratism, It seeks to de-
velop the coalition of the Negro
people with labor, and its other
allies, along long-term durable
lines, which will assure Negro
freedom and strengthen all the
forces working for the fruition
of democracy and the attainment
of socialism,
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