An Estimate by Our Foreign Editor

By JOSEPH CLARK
THIS IS COING to be one man’s estimate of some new

questions raised by the 20th congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, including those considered con-

trovgrsml.. | the Soviet Communists had made
First, just about everybody, ex-|g greater contribution to world
cept John Foster Dulles, agrees| \.ooo o¢ 5 result of more flexible
that the congress was .ammateﬂ by ?:reign licies. For example, they
great confidence and its new poli-| . 3.9 e isolation of Soviet peo-
cies arose from strength, not| ple and institutions from contact
weakness. with foreigners. They pointed to
That = strength includes plain| errors in forei licy which they
economics.* Like the fact that SO-; had made and which created ten-
viet production today is ﬁreater sions, such as the split with Yugo-
than that of Great Britain an West | slavia, and their rectification.
Germany combined. ’ * "
f THIRD, in reaffirming the
Leninist proposition on peaceful
| coexistence of capitalist and soci-
alist countries, the Soviet leaders
‘showed that this was not merely
| “tactical” or “temporary.
Ever since Lenin’s decree on

Soviet Party is that the | peace, issued one day after the
f Soviet government was set up, the

American Left should re- .
' Soviet Union based its foreign

examine itself. See page 10. | policy on the possibility of peace-
- /| ful coexistence with capitalism.

It includes education. Like the But for many years the anti-Soviet-
fact that the Soviet Union is nmv’ eers tried to get away with the
training more engineers and tech-| argument that, since the Commu-
nical experts than our country. nists believe communism will tri-
Also that compulsory high school umph everywhere, they thereby
education being introduced under visualize an inevitable armed con-
the new five year plan.will make flict with the capitalist world. This
the Soviet school-leaving age, l7.'time Khrushchey and the other
This is two years beyond that in|spokesmen went out of their way
Britain and in advance of many to answer the argument specifically.
-states in our country. | They stressed their confidence that

It includes rnj]itary stren th the idea‘ Of SOCialism WOUId tri-
based on the same weapons tﬁatjumph' everywhere. They noted
our country has been developing—| that in peaceful competition be-
A-bombs, H-bombs, long-range jet ’ tween socialism and capitalism the
bombers and intercontinentalg mis- | former was bound to win and could
siles. In fact, Washington now in- do so without war, withgut viol-
forms us that the Russians are test- | ence. o

ing a 1,500 mile missile and that

we don't have that off the drawing, FOURTH, the Soviet leaders!

board as yet. said that under present conditions
The confidence of this congress they recognized the possibility of

derived primarily from its analysis| 8 peaceful transition to socialism

that the main feature of the present| in various countries. They also

era is that socialism is no longer|said that working people would be

confined to“a single country but able to establish socialism through

has become & world system. | parliamentary means.
* | Thus, they reaffirmed the Marx-

-

Ring Lardner, Jr., in a
letter to the editor suggests
that one conclusion from

the 20th Congress of the

What Was New at Soviet P

l

During a recess in the proceedin

Union, delegates chat in coeridor. In
talking with womean delegate.

taken its own specific path to s0- bourgeois democratio leaders of
cialism. Furthermore, they not only| colonial movement. They felt that
showed that there were diatineﬂy’ their previous negative attitude to
different paths to socialism in Chi-'Gandhi ul:f timilar movements
na, Yugoslavia, and the peoples was harmful and wrong.
EIGHTH, the 20th congress re-

democracies, but that many more *

different forms would probably
ported that in the three years
or so the Soviet unists had

arise in the course of time.
re-instituted collective hdenlc:ﬁ

gs of the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
foreground, left to right, Khrushchev, Bulganin and Mikoyan are

ism, in the same sense as Marx,
Engles and Lenin. Unfortunately
they did not elaborate on this,

Possibily they felt that the negative
| developments under Stalin’s gl?om:l-

’ E mado it difficult to give &

ershi
estimate.

' w
NINTH, the 20th congress con-
demned tendencies which had de-
veloped to violate Soviet laws and

ted by the Soviet leaders when|
they went to Belgrade last year,
But the 20th congress indicated,
even if it did not explain, that the
errors which produced the split
were Soviet errors and not shared

|
remise that Communists never

¥ T n oF i’t
SECOL\D, the Soviet leaders be- see ViOlCnCO, in transition or ml

lieve that Lenin's postulate of the/ :

inevitability of war under imperial-/ :fr;z:}u tllllga c:::;rl:or exan::fp ]:ia:n ,}2’7
sm no ltiggqr obtains today in the| Sonkh Tocaans lthueanpossibility s
ROR- WSS Suhion. | peaceful socialist revolution.

Basically, the terrible mistake
made, when the Soviet Union lplit!
Thx nmmndmmd the
of the ual which had been

with Yugoslavia, had been admit-
practiced in the Party for many
vears. U , the congress
did not how this caNnn
or

This is based on their estimate
that the forces of peace are strong-
er than the forces of war and are|
therefore able to prevent war.

What's the difference between
that and what was said at the 19th
congress of the CPSU in 1952P
Then too, the Soviet Communists
felt that the peace forces were
stronger than the war forces and
eould prevent any particular war. |

But this time the Soviet leaders|
removed an ambi
formulation of this point in his
“Economic problems of Socialism
in the USSR.” In that work Stalin
also pointed out that the peace
forces can prevent war. But he
added that in respect to conflicts!
among the imperialist powers them-
selves, Lenin’s proposition on the
inevitability of war still obtained.
At the 20th congress the Soviet
Communists said flatly that the new
world situation had altered this.
While imperialists create the dan-
ger of war as long as they have
any power at all the ability of the
peace forces to prevent war and
establish lasting peace has modi-
fied Lenin’s formulation,

In lia;tingI the factors on the side
of peace, the 20th congress includ-
ed countries which take a “neutral-
fst” position in world affairs, like
India, Burma, Scandinavian coun-
tries, etc. They also included so-
cialist and liberal movements which
take a similar position. Thus, they
revised the wegative view taken
of the “third force” and the
“neutralists” some years agn by,
y

1

the Soviet Communists and
seven Communist parties in the
Cominform, |

The 20th congress noted that!

|

At the 20th congress they de-
veloped this point further. They
said that as a result of their suc-

cessful revolution and socialist con-|

struction and the successful so-
cialist revolutions involving one
third of the world, conditions are
now much more favorable for
peaceful, parliamentary transition
to socialism. .

w
FIFTH, they

national path to socialism. Th
dumped overboard old ideas .:5
practices which tended to violate
that principle,

For example, they made it clear
that Yugoslavia under Tito had

£ | munist International in 1922. Lenin |

clarified their|
guity in Stalin's views on the Leninist precept that
‘all countries will take their own'

about and why # hap 4
S e
explain how y ha
lol‘:ntcd such a situation,

To some extent the congress
evaluated the role of Stalin. 'ﬂley
implied that the ous
achievements of the Soviet Union

(in building lookl:ltn] in defeating
¢ the Trotz-

| anti-Pa Hoo th
i B urgeois
where would have to find their| 7 .~ ..
own specific road to socialism the’ nationalists, in building up heavy

. : : \industry as a basis for all-around
Soviet Communists did not to any| " o e
degree deprecate the world-wido! economio growth; fn winning vie

‘ iftl
significance of theirs, the first suc-| :‘:ﬁ,;ﬁg; g:ﬂgs,s;‘n:lﬂai? t]’,‘: ter):
cessful socialist transformdtion in

the world. But they did show how rible destruction of the war, took
S et e b s el B
ple elsewhere could arrive at so- ;

h Stalin,
cialism by imitating the Russians.| ' Jovsn
For that matter the congress

served to point up what Lenin toldf
'the fourth congress of the Com-

|
by the Yugoslav Communists. '

The congress enthusiastically re-
ceived Tito's greetings. And Prav-
da has been printing articles from|
the Yugoslav Communist press and |
by Yugoslav leaders which give a
very positive appraisal of the 20th

congress,
In showing that Marxists else-

th.od gl;ﬁiﬁcatisn of Staltil:le,y Whi:ihl
rodu & situation, said,
?hatwu very harmful to the Pa
Sty n " and the Soviet Union. The glorifi-
criticized, at that time, a basic/ cation led to a cult— in w they |
resolution of the previous congress, all icipated; but they did not
as “too Russian,” which, he felt,| explain wﬁ; they did. Such a cult,
made it inapplicable to Commu-,'i, harmful sbove all because #
nists in other lands, :depri\veg the people of the majori
* ‘credit for the achievements of

SIXTH, the congress adopted a| history.

sixth five year plan which provides| Qut of this cult came bureau-
a record advance, including ex- cracy, violations of inner-Party'
pansion of consumer gOOdS and den}ocracy, enticism,
improved living conditions. It will| and self-criticism. According to the
introduce a seven hour wo:lglns 20th congress, this affected the’
day; raise wages 30 percent and|Party for 20 years. The congress'

farm income 40 percent.|took a strong stand fwdemwm:y‘
Also, the lowest categories of pen-| for criticism and self-criticism and
sions and wages are to be raised
considerably. Housing construc-
tion is to be doubled.

*

SEVENTH, they rectified what

methods of leadership.
In re-evaluating the role of

Stalin the more
by omission else,

-

anything

e

thtt ghl not consider Stalin

) te
they considered a wrong estima or Selassio” of

of the role of Gandhi and other.

fin history. It expressed

|

{ fri
However, they also condemned

for elimination of bureaucratic’

constitutional guarantees protect-
ing citizens against any injustice.
The congress said that such abuses
took place under the Security Mine
istry by Beria. The con-
gress outlined policies and pro-
cedures to insure the supremacy
of law, of the Soviet consitutio
Jindudh‘ its bill of rights, ara
' against any efforts to abuse those
rights,
*

TENTH, the congress condemn-
ed practices of rewriting history
/in order to explain away events
great dis-
s nsuﬁcienn(;-
o tory, economie
losophy.

*
ELEVENTH, one might men-
tion the kitjl’d of challenge the 20th
o our country, B
tmd America to compete in
It proposed trade in-
stead of an arms race. It pro
lasting American-Soviet friendship
and cooperation. *
_ It proposed oompetit‘icon in rais-
Ing wages, cutting working hours,
extending education, improving so-
cial insurance. /

It offered competifion in help-
ing development of the under-de-
velope oounhl;i:s, and ending
poverty everywhere.

These things prove that what
was new at the congress was good
for Americans.

there is much more to be
said how this congress el
fects creative activity of Marxists

. Above all, in matters
m&b 20th congress was
marked an
against dogmatism.
death to Marxism. I
‘turn to this subject a
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