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hearings before preparing legisla-
tion. And now the new leader-
ship, headed by Gomulka has

omised that the Sejm will
exercise the supreme . legisla-
tive and controlling power# in
the land. And the Poles have
said even before the recent
events that the national elections
on Dec. 16, will have compet-
ing candidates.

furthermore,. the Commu-
nist Party will not govern the
country, it will lead, by example,.
by inspiration, by the power of
its ideas and not by imposing
these ideas. -
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THE ROOTS of Poland’s
economic difficulties were ' dis-
closed not long ago by one of
its outstandin economists—
Oskar Lange. He put it in two

—war economy. Ahd the
Polish Communists make no
bones about the distortions of
the economy resulting from the
cold war. They exphin very
carefully, not only the respons=—
ibility of the imperialist powers,
particularly of Washington for
creating tensions, -mnning'wtioﬁ

Factors Behind the
Polish Upheaval

who visited -

ers delegations
Yugoslavia said they thought
living standards in Poland were
somewhat higher than in \'uﬁo-
slavid. But they add ruefully,
that whereas Polish _standards
remain where they were il 1950
the Yugoslavs have improved
theirs. . .

Low wages and_poor working
conditions were at the bottom
of the Poznan demonstrations.
And the Polish workers felt re-
newed confidence in their lead-
ership when they heard Comul-
ka say the other day: )

"'l{o working class taught the
Government a painful lesson,
Poznan workers demonstrating
in the streets called out with a
loud voice: Enough of this, one
cannot live like this, we must
return from the wrong way.”
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AS TO THE third*question,

independence and full equality,
a ‘thoroughly abuormal situation

existed from 1948 to the death

of Stalin in 1953. The exclusion
of Yugoslavia by the Cominform,
and the Soviet economic pressure
and political campaign againgt

which landed Gomulka in jail, as
it . brought death to Rajk in
Hungary, - Kostov in Bulgaria,
Slansky in Czechslovakia. When-
ever you talk to a Polish Com-
munist -he says, just a little
proudly, but at least we didn't
execute Gomulka.

It is tragic aspect of Polish-
Soviet relations that the appont-.
ment ' of Soviet .Marshal Kon-
stantine Rokossovsky as Polish
Défense Minister aggravated re..
lations betweea both countries,
It is tragic because Rokossovsky.
himself was a geuuine hero of |
the war against Hitlerism and
one of the great gemerals of that™
war. Furthermore,” Rokossovsky
was himself a victim of Stalinist
frameup. On the eve of the Ger-
man attack against’ the - Soviet *
Union - Rokossovsky ‘was. in jail,
as Khrushchey revealed in his
.specidl report to the 20th Con-"
gress. Even though Rokossovsky
was bom in Poland it always.
rankled among Poles . that the .
commander of their forces was
a Soviet citizen. - 4
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- THE ISSUE of equality and -
non-interference among Commu-
nist S;mesmd socia
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