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A B O U T  A y e a r  a go th e 
Ala b am a s ta t e legislatur e 
pas s ed a " n u lli

ficatio " res o -
ut i o n  d e clarin

g the U. S. 
Sup r � e Co u r t' s ru l in g s o n  
sch o ol · s egr eg a ti o n " n ull and 
voi d. " Th e s ta g e w as set fo r t h e 
leg is la tu re ' s ac ti o n at a co n f e r­
enc e i n M e m -

- phis , T e n n . , 
dur in

g C hr is t ­
mas · \ V e e k , 
195 5 in w h ic h Sen . J a mes 0 . 
Eas t l a nd , t

h
e M i s s i s si p p iDix i e cra t w as 

the l e ad e r. 
E a s t l a nd sta t e d at th e t im e t ha t h e 

wa n t ed t o fo r m  a S o uth- v,i de o r­
gan i z at i o n  - w i th a llies in the 
No r th - J o fi g ht t h e S up r em e  
Co ur t , t h e N A AC

P , CI O ,  the 
Co m mu n i s t P a r ty , a nd t he Na ­
tio n a l C o u n c il  o f C hur c h es , a ll 
of w h o m h e d e sc ri b ed a s· being 
var i o us s h a d e s  o f " red. " So m e

new s m en b e ca m e c on ce rn e d 
ab o ut t he " n u lli fic at ion" a n d  "in ­
t�r

po s
i
t i o n" m ov es t

h
a t 

h
a

d 

sno w b a ll ed  in D e e p S out h sta tes 

fro m a s p e ec h b y Ea stl and i n 
Jac k s on a n d a n a ll-o u t  pr o p a ­
ga n d a c a m  i gn  b y the Jackson 
(M i s s . ) D a il y N e w s  t

o 
o ffi ci a l 

res o l u t io n s wi t h t h e for c e  of la w. 
P r e si

de n t  E i s e nh o we r wa s a s k 
ed i n a n e a rl y 1 9 5 6 Pr e sident i a lpr e s s co n fe r e n c e w

h at h e , pro ­
po s ed t o d o a b o u t th e  defiant 
sta n c e a s s u med b ,r v a ri o us st a

t e s 
and th e ir o ffi c i a l s a g ainst t h e  U. S . S u p r em e C o ur t. Th e Pre s i ­de n t  a n s w er ed t h a t he knew of 
no o ffi cia l s o r s t a te s tha t had de-

S E N. H A RB Y F . BYRD 

d ar e d t he ms e l v es in defi a nce  of 
th e fe de r a l l a w a s in te rpr et e d b y  
th e h i gh c o u rt. 

* 
B U T s in c e  th a t pr e ss confer-

t o the p re u in w hic h h e d e cla re d 
h e w o ul d a r r e st , a ny fe d e r al 
a g e nt w ho s o ugh t t o in v es t ig a t e 
a civi l right s com p la i nt by e x ­
amin i ng the record s o f his cou rt. Judg e Wa llace r ep e a ted t he 

threat in testimony before the 
H o u s e  

Ju d i c i a ry C i v il Ri g h ts 
Su b - com m i tte e  on F e b . 7 , 19 57. 

• Ea r
lier t h is year the Geor­

gia l eg islatur e  pa ssed a reso lu­
tio n urg ing t h e impeachm ent of 
six S up reme Court Justic es for 
a ll e g

ed

l y v i o l a ti n g  t h e C o n st it u ­
t io n  b y in fr in gin g u p o n  s t at e s ' 
ri ghts . · • Louisian

a , M iss i s
s
i p

pi South 

C a r oli n a , V ir gi n ia a nd G e o rg ia , 
in a d dition to A lab am a, h a v e 
pa ssed th e ir ow n versions of 
" n ul lific ati o n" o r "in t e r po s i t io n" 
res olu ti o ns . And Sout h C a r olina, 
G e org i a ,  Florida , Ala b ama a nd 
M is s i s s ip p i  h a v e n ot y e t h o n o r e

d 

r a Su p
r eme C ou r t ruling o f  1938 

b arri n g exclusion of N egroe s 
fr o m s t ate - s u p po r t e d c o lle ge s 
a nd unive rs ities bec ause o f race. 

* 

CE R T AI L Y the re c ord is 
f ul l  of evidence th at the r e e xis ts· 
a n  o r g a n z ie d e ff o rt t o d e f y t h e 
U .S. Supreme Court. A n d now 
c omes Ju dge Ra lph Par k e r, t he 

chie f ju d ge o f B i r min gha m, A l a ­
ba ma's Record er Co urt, with the 
b l u n t e s t  l a n gu

age y e t. T h e r e  c a n  
b e  no do u bt abo u t  Judg e Pa rk e r ' s est im ate of b oth the Sup

r em
e 

Co ur t  and hi s  s t a t e ' s i n t e rpoit ion 
r esoluti-011. 

The U. S . S u p r eme Court has 
rule d t

h
a t 

t h
e l a ws requiring seg­

r e ga tion by r a c e on public con­
ve y a n ce s i n Alabama are null 
a nd void . B u t Ju d

g e P a rk e r, i n 
s e n ten c

in
g 22 Neg ro e s  fo r h a v in g igno re d the " d ead

" l a ws , s ai d- : 
" Th e 14 th A m �n dm e nt t o t h e Consti t u tio n i s void." 
H a d Ju dg e P� rker taken an 

oat9, t o u pho l d th e Co n s
titution 

o f A la ba m a a n d the Co n s t ituti o
n 

o f th e U nited S
tat es?  wa s a q ue s ­

ti on po se d in t h e pr
oceedi

n g
·
, a nd t h e  judge a n sw ered it: 

"T h i s i s tm e , bu t t his cour tdi d  n o t t a k e a n o a th t
o up h

o ld 
th e S upre me C o u rt of the United 
St ate s, when, in t h e j u d gm e nt o f 
t hi s co urt, erro r  is manifes t, p r e­ced en t n ot follo w e d and a me nd ­
ments t o the Co nst i t uti on l ut te rly 

i g nored · in num ero us ca ses r e­
cently d e ci ded by th e . S u p reme C ourt . " • 

A fe w other ch o i c e selecti o ns f rom 
J u d g e P a rk e r ' s pe ro ra t io n : 

"J udi ci
al di cta tor ship c a n n ot 

comp el s oci a l a dju st me nt. " 
"Ju st becau se th e Su pr em e C o urt h a d r uled as it h

as i n  the Mont g omery c a se (stri kin g d o w n  the stat e  sepa ra te se a ting l aws) 
doe s not mak e th is r u ling co r ­r e c

t
, ei t her l

eg ally or mora lly. " 
1 

And Ju dge P arker t
h rew in 

t
hi
s q u o

t
e 

fr
o m J

.1 m es F . B
y rn e s , fwm er Govemor of Sou t h C a rn-lm

a
: · 

en c e a s trin g o f ev �nt s  ha ve 
co m e  a n d g o n e  t o de mons tra te "T h e S up rem e Cour t h a5 n o t
th e s u b s t a n c e  b e hin

d t he que s- in t e rpre t e d t h e C o n st itu ti o n . It 
ti o n an d t h e po o r  int e1Iigence h as am en d e d it." 
em p lo ye d b y t h e Presi de n t  in *
m a tt e r s · o f d o m es t ic applic a ti on AFT ER t he Su preme Cou rt 
of c o n s t i tu ti o n al an d hum a n ru ling last yea r - in th e M on t -ri g h t s . · T o n a m e a fe w : g o me r y bu

s c a s e ,  A tto r n ey Ge n-

• M o re th an 1 00 Congr ess:. e rnl H erb e r t B r ow n ell cal led a 
m e n s i gn e d a nd h a d re ad in to me �tin g of S outh � rn U .S . Atta r-th e C o n gr es si on al Recor d a neys, t elling tha t th at bu s seg re-
"m a nif e st o" p led gin g t he ir de - ga t �on l a ws w e re "dead." · The te nn i n ed r e sis tan ce t o  t he S u - r 
•pr e me _ c o · ur t ' s d e s e gre g ati on d e - A tt o rn e y G e ne r a l w e n t fu r th e r, 
c r ee s . saying that his o ffice wo u ld pr ess 

• G o v . Th o rp a s  B : S tanle y · o f p r o sec u t i on w h e re v er th e r e  w asV ir gin ia, th e s ta te ' s A tto rney an att em pt to enforc e the "d ead" 
Ge ner al  J . L in ds e y Al mo n d  a n d . la w s. Near ly s ix  m ont h s h asth e U . S . S e n. H a rry F , B yr d pas sed a n d n ot hing ha s b e en 
h av e j o in e d in o r gan

izin

g w ha t d on e. Th er e h av e  b een no i n dig -B y r d c al ls " m a ssi v
e'resistanc e " nant stat eme nts fro m  th e Pr es i -t o th e  S u p r e m e  C o urt . An d t he de n t on th is g ros s vi ola ti on of s t a t e  h a s  fo rm ul a t e d and passed fed e r al. law •and b asic h u mani ts o w n " in t e rpositi on .. · p

l
a n rig h t s. w h ich has s o  fa r w o rked to pre- B ut if Judge Parker ' s r uli n g is v

e nt a n y  l oc a li ty 
whi

c
h w

a nt ed 
p e rm i tted the h o no r o f b e in g 

By JE A N KR C H M A RE K '''W
e h a r, e  t o k e ep t h e p i c t ur e

o J thi
, e p

o c h  i n fr o nt o f  u ,  " ' 
-

Ni
e 

go fo nA1 a r d • • • •  " 
S

O 
S A I D  Gu s Hall som e 

s even years a g o . Now i n
h is fo rty- fifth ye a r, Gu s is a bo ut to be par

o
led f rom 

L e a v e nw o rth p r is o n. T w en t y ye ars a g o , G u s  w as on e o f th o s e 
am ong u s w h o w er e  lib e llously d

u
bb

e d th e  " l o st " g e n er a t i o n. 
W e w ere , in � e d , an u n i que 
gene r ati on. We w e re t h e de ­pres si o

n child
r e n, a nd we _still J 

re m e mb e r , a s in a n
igh

t ma r e, 
b rea d li ne s, r e li e f offi c es, an d grim men on 

s t ri k e . W e r e
m

e
m­

b e r . d i n gy s t o re fr o nt s le tt e r ed 
w i tli the brav e in it i als S WO C ­th e St

e e
l 

W o rk e r s  Or gan raing 
Co mm i tt ee. W e r e m em b e r  th e 
me n s h o t on l o n el y ror.ds, the 

g a u n
t m in

e r s m a r ching 
f r

o m  
t h e i r  h ill s t o t h e c oun ty s ea\
a nd th e v et e r a n s  e nca m pe d o n 
t he Po t o m ac . 

W e se em ed t o b e a g e n e r at io n des t i n ed to ha v e n o fu t u re. We 
we n t  t o S p a i n ; we c on te nd ed 
wi th F ra nco. H i tle r  loomed like 

a m a l i gn an t d e m on over our 
youth. It was o ur g e neration w h o
took on fa sc

is
m . W e fought in 

E
u ro p e , w e  r od � triump h a ntl y 

into B e rl in o n a t a nk , w e su r­
vived th e s te ami n g j u ng les of the 
Pacific. S o m e  o f u s ,  some of the 
bravest an d b e st , n e ver re turn e d. 
\Ve reme m be r A nz io; we r e ­
member G u a m . 

But w w e r e n ev er " lost." 
Casualties w e  h a , p h ys ic al c a -
ualties an d s p ir i a l c as ual t i es. 
Ma ny of us , h o w e  e r, s u r\' i v ed. 

W e  ar e no l o n ge r  t he yo uthf u l  
gene ratio n, a l th o u g h  w e a re s till 
you ng eno u g h t o r eg ard o u r  own 
ta ll sons a n d <l a u g

h
t e r s  w i t

h 

s ome w on d e r . W e a re Gus' gen­
eratio n, a n d w e  a r e ol

d 
e nough  

to  b e g in t o r e ck o n t
he s u m  of 

our li v e s. 
O u rs w as t:4 � � e neration that 

w ea t h e re d t h e d e pr essio n , t
h
a t  

fo u gh t in M a d r id , t h at defended 
t he S co ttsb oro b o y s , t hat . b uilt t h e  u n io ns .tha t d e fe ated Hitler, 
t h at. ta lk ed b a ck t o Mc Ca r t

h
y . 

And ou t of ou r g e n e rat i o n c ame 
Gus H a ll . 

* 
WHAT MA N N E R of m a n i s Gus

, this v e t e r. m of prison s ? Ja il i s no new e xper i e n ce fo rGu s. While it 
is true that t he 

pr os pect o f  ja il is b e i n g a d d e d now 
t

o th e rou t in e  o f o ur ge n ­
e ratio n ' s  lif e, Gus h a s b e e n m or e co n siste n

tly lo c ke d u p t h aq the 

re
s t of us . Th ey- the c u , t o di ans of o� r 

t ho ughts, tl 1e l o c ke r s- up of ou r 
pe r sons- have g o od r eas o n s to 
s tand in angry fr us t rati on  b efor e

GU S H ALL .J 

Gus. \V he n w e  rem embe r G u s, 
w e  even re m em be r h im a s  b eing 
b igg er t han lif e, aJt hou gh G us i s 

i m p osi ng e n ou g h i n  rea l life. W e 

r e mem ber him for h is  l ea ders11i p, 
h i s as t ute nes s ,  hi s i nco rr uptibil­
i ty . \ V e r em e mbe r h is w arm , h u ­
m a n  q u a

li tie s. W e r m e mbe r h is 
l a ugh te r . . 

It was this ,  h:s la ught e r, t h at 
· w as part ic u l a r ly co n fo un d i n � to t ho s e ve r y o nes who h a d b u i lt u p a h o r r e ndo us p i c t u re o f G u s a s 
the bloo d i e st of r evolutionari es. 
" 1 1 L'<e M i r t h W i th fa rx i sm , " 
r e p o rted the Cleveland Pr ess ar 
o n e t i m e , in a n a g ony o f i n - . 
cr edulity. 

\ V e  re me m b er Gu $ aI\ d h : s childr en . Child ren naturally l ov e 
G us � the y s w arm a ll o ver h i s am p le perso n. \Vhen we r emem- · 
he r  Gu s, we s ee  h im  s u n- o und e d 

by chil dren. 
/ * 

WE REMEMBER Gus twe n ty 
y e a r s a g o, tw e n ty- fi v e y e ar s  ag o. 
In the early 1930's, G u s went t o wo rk at R e p u bli c S t ee l i n \V a r­r en, Ohio. Those "i'er� the da y so f  t h e l ab or s p i  s, of c om p an y ar senals and co a l and ito n po­

li c e. T h o se w er e t h e d a y s w h e 11 
s te e1 w as a l m

ost 1 00 pe r c e nt 
u no r g an iz e d , w he n s ta rv a t i on wa ge s existed thro u gh ou t th e i n­dust ry. 

It to olc m en o f her oi c q ua lity to or�niz e the st e el i nd us try .
We  r e m emb e r 1932 ; G · · s Ha ll l e d  t he · fir st strike i n  the in -

to in t e gr a te i ts  s ch oo �- and th e re t reat ed as a bona fid e finding, 
• e r e  m an y -

fro m d o ie. g s o. Th ll! th en the u .S . Co ns ti t uti on is in a . · . · ·· . th e . s ta te powe r w as  w � rpo s ed bad w a y. An d  the r igh ts gu a ran - . G us H:ill wi
th o t h er C le ve la n d  S mith· A ct Defeadanti. Left t oa g a m st f ed

e _i: a l -la
w . _ · · . tee d  to e very U . S .  ci tizen by th a t  ri g ht are � nth on y  Krcbm a r ek, Martin Chancey and· � _B rodt 

• JR N .F l, . -.. ! �P >
r

r\: ;, C o9M i  
.
. .'�lh Cl4 be, su �t .. � wh Q,.F l �.la . I ��- - c a,qa =i:: s �tt� :-n::: 

J
ud �

11

CiMfgV � . uw m n e: ur t fli  :,W �rp f lfiV#! q Xth' ,m� i\,t j I le
aders . · T M , la , M P h JIO." • 

DU III  
C la y t on ,  Ala . , w.ed a statement ti'ate. and ar e  free oia 

d u st ry s in c e  1 9 19, i n . the \ V a r­
r en R e pu b li c S t e e l plant . F o r 
t h is h e w as f ir ed a nd b la c k-

, li
s t e d. 
W e re memb e r  th e '30 ' s ,  the 

d e spe r ation of t h o s e days. It 
was Gus who p l a 1 e d a decis i

ve 
role -in th e o r g a ,. iz a t i o n  o f t h e s tee l unio n in Oh i o . S o  e ff e c­
t

i v e w as h
i
s w o rk t h a t in 19 36 

h e w a s  m a d e s u b -1 e g io nal dire c­
! o r  of th e St e e l \ V orkers Or­
ganIZmg Com mi t t e e  in t he 
Yo u n gs t o wn - W a rre n distri c t. It was Gu s w h o l e d the Lit tle 

S t  el Strik e in t h e \ Va r rcn- ril es ar ea in 1937. A ft e r t h e s tr i
k
e . t

h
e La Foll e tte Co m mi t t e e  c a l cu l a t d 

t 11at t h e stee
l co m panie s h ad 

sp e nt ove r  $1 7 8 , 00 0 , 00'0 dep r es­si o n dollars f or a ll t p e s  of 
g uns a nd a m m un itio n . R e p u b l i c  Steel alon e a dmitted bu y i n g 552 re­

vol ve r s ,  64 rifl e s , 2 45 s h o t gu ns �an d ·2 , 7 07  - gas gr e n ades . 
T he strik e w a s  w o n; th

e u
n
i o n was won . Th e w ork o f the 

S \ V O C was f in i s h e d . B ut " ·e d
o no t f orget tl 1 o s e  d a y s . 

\Ve r em e mb e r G u s  g row in g 
a n d ma tur i ng .  T h e w a r  ye ars 

fo u n d h i m s e rv ing i n t he " avy 
i n Gu am, wh e re he w as in 
ch a r g e o f n ava l r e p a irs . \ V e r e­
m emb er t hos e ye a r s. 

* 
WE R

E M E
M BE R 19 17, 194 8, 

1949, t h e  r is e  o f M c
C
a r

th
y , t

h
e fi rs t . 5mi th A c t  a rr e sts . Among 

t h e fi rs t, i nev i ta bl y , Gu s. S h
o rt l

y be fo r e h e , vent to jail , 
G u s w ro t e : " If y o

u ju
s

t t
a

k
e , ., : h a t h a s h a p pen ed in our time­

n o t i n a p eriod o f g en e ra tio n s , bu t in ou r t im e s in ce we b a,· e 
b ee n ol d enou gh t o u n de rs

t
an

d ­
with w ha t st ri d e s h i s tory is a d ­
v a n cing! F i rst, t h� b

ir
t

h 
o

f 
t he . 

So v i et U ni on- wh a t a w orld ­
s'haki n� h i sto ri

c ev e n t! Bu
t 

s
i
n ce it birth 33 yea rs a g o t he So,.·iet 

U ni o n  has c on ti.n,ae d to g r o w. s o tha t it has r i s e n  fr o m i ts s tate 
o f ba ckw ar dn e ss an d C z a r

i
s

t 
o p­pre i on to t he N o . 1 nation in 

th e w o rld. Thi s is 
a 

bi
g 

t hi
n g  

t
o happe n in o ur li

f
etim e! . 

" O r take no w the birt h 
o f t h e cot,ntrics of th e Pe o p le 's Dem oc ­

r ac y in Em ope . A ll t
h

e s� c ru n ­t rie b ut a few sh o r t yea r s  a g o 
w er n  associa te d w i th d un g e o ns, fe udalis m and b a ck wardn e s s. · 

• ow all t his ha �  b e e n  de s tro v ed, A nd these coun tries are building 
Soc i alism. In o u r ti m e t

h
e 4 7

5 

mill i on Chine se pe o pl e destro:: ed 
t he a ge - o l d fe u da l s y s t em a nd 
e s t a b li s h e d t he P eo p l e's R epubl ic 
o f C hi n a . Th a t is a trem end o u shistoric a l a d van c e . . . .  To da

y , the c olo n ia l libe r ati o n  m ov em e nt 
i r ising a ll  o v _ r A sia and t ha w

o rld. T his w o r l d ha s r e :1llv 
chan g ed. That i s a b

ig c hun k of h is tory -a ll in o ur tim e. T ha t- desc ri be s t h e  epoc h w e li ve in . . . .  " An d h e sai d f urth e r, "W e have t o kee p  th e p ic t ure of t his ep och i n f r ont :>f u s a s  w e g o 
forw a rd . . •  : • 

Th e s e  a r e  n o t th e w o �ds o f a 
lo st ge ne r at ion . F a r fro m b ein g 
l o 

t, m a n
y of 

u s k n ew e xa ct
l
y 

w here we were go in g. E s pec ially ...._ a 
m an 

lik e G
u s . H e i s a pr od uc t of ou r ep oc h, a nd h

is pa rticip a ­t io n i n  t h
e 

b
r oo d-

s
oc

i al 
m
o v e

• 
m en ts of ou r ti m e s  has made a s pe

c
ia l  c

o n
tr ib

u ti o
n t

o this e p oc h
. 

* 

W E  HA VE 
REMEMBERED 

G u s d ur in g the l o ng ye a r s  o f his 
i m pr isonm en t . N o w t hat the 
t i m e  o f his r el e a s e  is a t  h

an
d , o

ur 
thou

gh ts 
tu m inevjt abl y to 

the g a te s of Le a ve n wo r th pr
i
so n . 

We k n o w th a t  p ris on tak es its 
t oll of men' s bodi e s; W P. kn

o w 
th

a t 
th e

s e 
years 

w ill have le ft 
the i r mark . B u t bec a u se w e  kn ow 
Gu s, we kno w , ab s o lutely, the re 
is that 

p art o f hi m n o 
law ca n 

su pp
r ess , a n

d no . pris o n ca n 
warp; we kno w th a t · fr o m  

tb s  
dun ge o ns of Leaven w orth th e re 
will em er ge G u s
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u

nco nq uer al .le 

s p
irit, th a t is like th e t re e g row­
ing by: the w .. te r , tha

t will not be 
m oved. 
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