‘A DISCUSSION ARTITLE

hat Is OL

I (The following is sn éxcerjst
-based on a spesch delivered at
the jefferson School, March 21,
as part of a course on new prob-
lems of Marxism.)

. By MILTON HOWARD
® 1S IT UTOPIAN to ad-
' vocate Socialism in the
United States now?

This question will be dis-
cussed, I see, in a forum
sponsored by the Socialist
Monthly Review edited by Paul
Sweezy and Leo Huberman. It is
& very per- . o
' tinent issue. §
i Some peo-
ple think
that “Seo-
cialism is
not on the
‘order of
the day in
T America

now.” They

are guite
ri g% t of
cowse if by
this is meant
that the American people today
see no necessity for a Socialist
solution of their, or the nation’s,
problems. When it is argued,

trom -this, that Marxists have to

World's Finest Shoemakers
Wore Cloth Slippers, Until—

By GEORGE LOHR

COTTWALDOV, Czechoslovakia.—It will be two years in April, if my memory
serves me right, since the Kohler workers out in Wisconsin first hit the bricks. I have often|
told the story here in Czechoslovakia of this drawn-out strike and of the company town

that is ruled with an iron hand

by Herbert Kohler, the b:tlhtubiemed by the workers.

baron, The old-timers not know-
ingly because they remember
their own company towns, and it
was mostly at their prodding that
1 went to visit a city now called
Gottwaldov where once an in-
dustrial monarch had his court,

The name of this king was Jan
Bala, and his royal standard was
emblazoned with a pair of shoes.
He didn’t make shoes himself, but
his subjects did, millions of them,
and when they didn't work hard
enbugh to please his majesty, they
quickly found themselves outside
the gates of the royal domain,
VUnions and strikes were of course.

participate in the very midst of

. the labor movement, farmers,

middle classes, stc., to help pro-
vide wise answers b the tactical
problems which face all these
groups in their desire for imme-
diate benefits, 1 ttgrd‘a fully, I
try ta advocate this point—of
view among all Socialist-minded
Americans.

On the other hand, the ad-
vocacy of Socialism is a constant
and basic obligation of all So-
cialism-minded Americans. Such -
advocacy, of course, has its tact-
ical problems — the time, the

lace, the manner ali have to
e taken into account so that
the necessity of Socialism can
be best understood.

But this means that the ad-
vocacy of Socidlism must be
based not on some generalized,
vague Socialist ideal, though I
would be ‘he lasé one to belittle
the creative power of theSo-
cialist ideal even in the abstract.
On the contrary, the unfolding
of the beauty and humanistic
morality of the Socialist ideal
amid the jungle ethics of present-
day society is a creative and
constant duty of Socialists. This
was no small part of the creative
influence of the peerless Socialist

development, on the
ditions, traditions, and
the majority of the
country, es

majority which must sell
muscles and brains to some one
else, to the big corporations and
billion-dollar trust.

This means that American
Marxism must work out a con-
vincing theory of America’s na-
tional devel g

This would show, on the basis
of what has happened, that So-
cialism will be the next stage of
this national development. And
this will be true not only be-
cause some people will wish it;
the majority will wish it because
the actual economic and »
situation will compel them to
wish it. The work of Socialist
advocacy is indispensable to
speed up this process of the

pular, conscious realization of
the national need for Socialism.

On such a basis—and it is the
classic basis of Marxian Social-

*

BATA was adverse to interviews
with “red” journalists, and Ilya
Ehrenburg was turned down flat
when he wanted to talk to “the
‘boss” sometime back in the thir-
ties. It’s different now, and I had
a long chat, right in Bata's former

office, with Karel Krajca, one of
the top managers,

Krajca started to work for Bata
back in 1919 as an apprentice, and
|50 he knew what I was talking
about when I told him about our

fortable two-room, kitchen, bath
and balcony flats, and Mrs. Vlasta
Behalek told me that she seldom
cooks anything but breakfast. She
and her husband Edmund had only
recently gotten married, but' they
had both been working at the
shoe factory for a long time. Both
best workers now, they eam to-
gether 2,800 crowns a month. The

150 crowns, or just a little more
than five percent of their income.

Of course, not all the workers
in the factory have as yet apart-
ments like the Behaleks. But
they're on their way, because
there is no more King Bata get-

company towns like Kohler Vil

ting a rake-off on their labor.

ican zfdmth have all been
one-Ssi us far, experience
shows. There was a prolonged

roriod of debunking of Amer-
ca's national development. An-
gered at the silky, suave propa-
ganda that America’s history was
a sort of divine adventure free
of class struggle, many advocates
of Socialism concentrated on a
debunking of this slick legend.
But in their hands, the course
of American history was distort-
ed “on the other side.”

These writers did good serv-
ice in digging up sordid
facts of corruption, waste, cruel-
ty, plunder which have inevita-
bly marked the building of the
American nation on a capitalist
basis. A highly valuable litera-
ture of “muck-raking” and ex-
posure resulted, and helped to
produce popular movements of
vitally needed reform.

Obviously, the constant expo-
sure of what goes on behind the
scenes in the monopolies, in gov-
ernment, is an unquestioned nec-
essity for Marxists, pro ives,
and honest men generally.

But this was not the whole
matter. Even under this form of
the national development (for
which the newest propagandists
want to give lﬁm usiness
“Robber Barons” Jn
there also took place the creative

genius of American labor, sci-
ence, and technology. The de-
bunking theory of ican his-

tory could not adequate as
this. Therefore, the lnlillyeg;ntl-,

rent, utilities and all, is mctly! ter of national pride, of patriotic

pride in one’s country’s achieve-
ments was handed over to the
cunning pirates of the corpora-
tions.

SIMILARLY, with to
the two’ us mm
social advances, the American
Revolution of 1776 and the Civil

___\iVar of thq_lﬁw: were deb}lllk-

s e a——

credit),

r:cy&.upodally as .thm relate

to possibility of a
peace lramih*m to Socialism.

BOTH EUGENE DENNIS
and John GCates, Communist -
Party secretary and Daily Work-
er editor, sounded just these
ideas in the historic Camnegie
Hall meeting in January. When
Gates flatly asserted that “we are
Constitutional Communists” and
Dennis asserted the necessity for
an American path to Socialism
tvlvliath tinml :ilef 1 thz;

na velopment
were stating at least the Legm-
nings of a new stage in American
Marxism. Whyi;

FIRST, it means that the tran-
sition to Socialism is seen more
clearly than ever as a social de-
velopment tightly linked to the
Marxist appreciation of the rev-
oluti -progressive role of the
American Constitution, to the

defense of the Constitution
which is proving today that it is
2 bone in the at of the re-

actionaries and racists.
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