SPEAK YOUR PIECE |

PEACEFUL
TRANSITION

BUFFALO, N. Y.
Editor, Daily Worker:

The question Francis Sheehy
(May 21) poses for discussion
precludes discussion altogether,
t is posed lor debate n such a
way that only an epen and shut
answer s possible.  Natuallv
any social system must limit civil
liberties “to the extent required
to detend” itsell, The veal ques-
tion—and at this stage it should
be diseussed not debated, giving
an opportnmity lor a vanety of
views—is: To what extent, il any,
shonld a Socialist  society  in
Aumerica himit our  taditional
Amcrican civil liberties? s -
possible to answer this in 300
words, bnt here’s a beginning
of my thankmg.

I sodialism should came o
Amcr.ca with a civil war- and
we shall certainly do evenvtlng
to prevent such an ocenrrence -
natarally civil berties wounld be
sharply curtailed. Martial Lo
would be in force, and the exer-
cise ol civil liberties would be
"a clear and present dangar” o
the regime.

Bit  socialism may come
peacelully by winning 2 parlia-
entary majority. Suppose we wii
by a 35 pereent vote. shall we
permit the 45 percent to talk
and organize against us? 1 osay
ves. 1 we clamped down on
vivil liberties, it would disturh
many people, as it would only
be by the use of those same
civil liberties that we won, e
might then lose the neat election,
and our enemies would have on
hand our own restriciive laws to
use against us. It we can win 35
percent peacefully and with full
civil liberties, we can in time
win 75 percent and more,

Should a new  regime, how-
ever, with say a 55 percent ma-
jority  have special salegimards?
This is a different question. and
to this I would answer ves, These
should consist, among others, in
large appropriations to publish,
broadeast, teach and dramatize
the advantages ol Sociulism.
Strictly enforeed laws  auainst
racism, an immediate veduction
i armament expenditures, and
the abolition of all income tunes
under $3,500 woukl be rvather
powerful arguments agiinst ann -
thing the capitalists might still
liave to say.

Civil liberties have proved
their value. If they had not heen
suppressed in the U.S.S.K. be-
yond the necessary tune alter
the civil war and intenyention,
the Russians might Lave avoided
many of the errors now revesded,

—FOR LIBERTY wnd
SOCIALISM.

SUGGESTION
TO LEADERS
Editor, Daily Worker:

Recently several letters have
been printed in Speak Your
Piece dealing with our leader-
ship’s lack olgcluse ties with the
mass of people. Perliaps this can
be attributed to the fact that
the top functionarics don't be-
long to Party clubs and never
appear as invited guests al club
meetings. Isn't it possible for all
the leaders to attend at least one
scheduled club meeting during
the coming discussion of Paity
convention. Both-the leadership
and the rank and hle would
profit by such an exchange ol
ileas and experiences.

—BILL.

DEMOCRATIC

CENTRALISM
Editor, Daily Worker:

In the recent period some of
the national leaders of the Com-
munist Party have referred to
our struggle against Browder as
the elimination of the cult of the
individual. By implication they
say that many of the featurcs
which limited inner party de-
mocracy during the Browder pe-
riod were eliminated with the
expulsion of Browder. This does

not jibe with the facts.

Following the publication of
the Duleoy article, there was a
period of  disenssion somewhat
similar to ihe present one al-
though far more limited. One
would have thought that follow-
ing that discussion there should
Jurve been a blossoming of inner
party democracy. However the
opposite touk pi.l('(‘.

Nore and more _there was a
chipping away and a distortion
of the basicially correet principle
ol democratic centralism. More
and more the feate ol cei-
tralism becaine  dominant and
the democratic featiire was ye-
duced to msigniticance.,

In a letter of 300 words to
which the editors of the Daily
Lave linited the unknown Party
member it is ditticalt to go into
vreal detail on the above gen-
evadization, However 1 wish to
Hist o few of what 1 eonsider the
workt  teatures of  huareaneracy
which developed in the  past
N TS,

. A concept which by im-
plication  was  steadily  driffed
into the Partv membership by
leaders on all levels swas ihat an
individuadd Jeader or leadesship
bodv above vou was dndallible.
The aery torms that were used
to give leadership indicated this,
H oa leader o a higher body
attended w mecting ol a lower
bodv and made the repoit. he
would wso sumutrize the dis-
cussion. No matter what spin-
jons were expressed during the
course  of  the  diseassion: his
summare was i, Seldom were
votes tuken.

2. Anv ariticism hrom below
of a leader o a leadership bady
wais frovned o Criticism of a
leader or leadership bhody was
made svnonomons with eriticism
of the Party as soch. Criticism
many times was answered with
the question “Don’t von have
any confidence  in the  Party
leadership™ ‘

3. Letters Lo the Dailv \Worker
which i any way disagreed
with whatever lappened o be
the emrrent polich were  not
printed,

Thevebtove 1o limit the present
sbrnggle heve in the U8 and
also in the Soviet Union ad lor
that matter in every  conntiy
onlv against the cult of the in-
dividual W iy opindon to miss
the boat. It s impossible 1or me
o accept the idea that Stalin
without the support of the ma-
joritv of the Party leaders i the
Soviet  Union committed  the
wiomgs  which  are charged
against Lim, This was no mwre
possible than it was possible for
Biowder to introduce Browder-
s i the UL S, without the sHp-
poit ol our Party leaders,

Therelore the nub of the prob-
lem is i constant strnggle against
a wrong coneepl ol the role of
leadership  and  fzainst  those
forms and methods of leader-
ship which tend in the direction
of the intallibility of leaders and
leadenship bodies. Unless this is
done we e <imply Living the
groumdwork  for  new anﬁ far
greater errors,

CEORCE SAMSON
L L] .

WANTS THEM
PUBLISHED
Editor. Daily W\ orwer:

I expect to have my hrief let-
ters 1o the Dailv. Worker (in-
cluding  this  one)  published.
Otherwire T shall  share my
usual vearly $30 to $100 cou-
tribntion to the Daily Waorker
with other worthy left canses.
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