CANVASSING SCRIBE FINDS
| THEY WEREN'T KIDDING

i By LESTER RODNEY

! .
Since we work on the Dailviwere given.  After knocking oa
iWorker and are presumably a wril- doors o ask where so and so lived,
er, the suggestion was made that it dawned oo us that a good way
we “write up” our evening ol fan-[te proceed in the circumstances
vassing on the Lower Kast Side to was just to knock on any old deor
put Elizatheth Cwley Flvnnl onand ask il they were registered voi-
Ithe ballot for City Council. A uny,e-rq. It not, thauk vou, if ves . ..
lathers miust have had more ister-lwell, we're here to get signatives
lesting experiences — and for sure, to put this wondertul woman Eliz-
more signatures—but since wel are abeth Gurdey Flvan on tl»e volieg
supposed te be a writer, heve fit ig,'muchine for Citv Councd. She is
l In an hour and a hall of [can- Tor the working people and ueeds
vassing on Eldridise Stveet amiong, 3.000 signatures . o .
'predominantly  Spanish - spedking]  Ninetv percent  of those we
ipeup'le. we got six signatures ‘au:l tilked to received us with conrtesy
for the first time veally BELIEYED and thoughtfulness. 1t would cer-
’\\-'hut the campaizn managers \:n(iell,.i..l\'f have helped us to be abla
been maintaining right along [thati o speak  Spanish  well. on  this
it enough people go out therd are sireet, but this is not a fatal defect.
‘m(m- than enough signtturqs to[ln ane kitchen, where we were
be obtained. invited to sit aronnd a table with
I's a funav thieg. No matter four others, one woman read the
ihow many times vou go out knodk- Spanidh leaflet with Miss Flvnn's
ing_on strange doors in vour life-{appeal. while the others listened.
tinie, ne matter that each time vou It was like a kitchen forum, as
have discovered that vou enjov it they interrupted to ask something,
aml, returning brom the canvassingithe translator checked back with
feel vou woulddn't have missed it'um in English, gave mv reply in
for the world, each time you begin Spanish. then considered the readd-
all over again with some leeling ing.
of uncertainty and the vague wishi|  Result? As the yonnosters sav
that they had told you to stay jin'ge apparently "ot Un."mmsag:*;
the headquarters and do sorélv 1y, wome=n signed to wipe out
needed clerical work instead "{‘liu- dreadle) Blankness ol a new
canvassing,  And then darned f Loiion and send us on our way
vou don’t come back trom canvass- winged feet.
ing feeling . . . ‘
Well, we went up to Dr. Albert

Another signature was ol:taived

Slumberg, who with Evelyn Wien. citerall 1 had to sav had been said,
; aud apparently no sale, though poe-

er is co-clhairing the diive to put & : oo ¥, .
Curley onto ﬂ::'. ballot, and sao’d’l“f' .. Its wp i A I
“You kpote something, $300. wie 34,‘}‘5- giving up on the sigrature.
you go out you realize thut fits .lh'anks iur.:“:ﬂ'mf{' a:l_\'lmw.rl
just a question of enough |W(‘[ﬂe""f"t_g”t pad lor 5‘?-“3_ ures. I'm
going out . . ." And Doc thmw;l'!nnbmg these stairs because | he-
og: his hilnds ‘a8, 3 A0 by ““,hat‘lie:\’c in what this weman is running
have we been saying rigﬁt along!™)' % "ebdtc’..‘"%k for the \-.;urkmgt
That’s really and truly the whole "R d | g 2 i tt'; e sta ﬂ“::’
story. People won't {all bver them-'S¢¥!"€ o Sugeeen e man, o
selves to eagerly All wp the peti- be suddenly signed, so I pass i
tions. But neither will they ran along.
away from you, and some willl Oue voter who spoke nro-more
listen. ask a question or twe, reach ! English than [ _speak S-pnmsh could
for the peh, sign, and wish you|Mot gather sa.hsfactor_lly froin we
goad luck in getting more. answers to his questions—such as,
When we started, we found it,did this mean he had to vote for
hard te locate the right doomlfmihﬁ» was she the only candidate
the list of mgisteredlvoteu’m‘ (Continued oa Page T) -
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