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By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER

Democracy in America may well
rejoice at the recent decision of the
Supreme Court, curbing partly the
dictatorial powers assumed in re-
cent years by Congressional investi-
gation committees, granting new
trials in some Smith Act and con-
tempt cases, and otherwise relax-
ing pressures of the outrageous Mc-
Carthyism built up during the Cold
War years. This decision is a blow
against this whole monstrous sys-
tem. It ranks in the same category
as some of the Court’s decisions at-
tacking Negro school segregation
and other aspects of the vicious jim-
crow system.

Important though the new Court
decision is, it is, of course, only a
good start. The whole web of
poisonous McCarthyite legislation
and tyrannical executive proced-
ures still disgraces and defiles our
country, including such monstrosi-
ties as the Taft-Hartley and Right
to Work laws, the Smith, McCar-
ran, and Communist Control Acts,
and many other such. We must,
however, fully appreciate the vast
importa
blow at this whole disgraceful anti-

The over-ridin
be learned from the situation is the
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tors, and tryannical
judges of the McCarthyite terror-
ism, even at the cost of long sen-
tences in jail and the loss of their
accustomed livelihood. In this
courageous democratic company
we can be proud to count the -
munist Party and the Communist/
press, who everywhere stood in the'
very front ranks of the fighters for,
the Bill of Rights. The whole coun-
try has seen this, and we can be
sure that this fight has not
l;b]een lost on the American peo-
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This situation raisey a very im-
portant special lesson for the left,
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namely of the vanguard role

of the Communist ‘Party. Many‘

have™ felt that in these days of
powerful and militant mass organi-
zations there no longer remains
a vanguard role for the party, ex-
cept to advocate to socialism.
But the years-long fight for the
Bill of Rights, and especially for
the legality of the Communist
Party, which has proved successful,
has shown Te inﬁorrectneu of o
viewpoint. Actually, in every ¢
S mie
van party, a
ted in the extended

and bitter struggle a Me-
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much overdone), but this need for
criticism must not be allowed to

obscure the Party's t services in
the historie stru for the Bill
of Rights. The splendid Abolition
movement of the pre-Civil War

days also made sectarian mistakes
far worse than anything our Party
has made—with its anti-religious,
anti-U.S. government, anti-politics,
and generally intolerant attitude
towards other anti-slavery forces.
Of course, this movement would
have been vastly more effective
without these crippling errors, but
even they could not obstruct its
matchless vanguard role,- in its
historic battles against tremendous
and violent odds, for Negro eman-
The Communist Party,
in this general respect, has some
much needed lessons to learn from
the Abolition movement.

The Communist Party, inspired
by this big Court victory and by
its honorable and vital part in

helping the American people win-

it, should redouble its
fight to protect and vitalize
Bill of Rights, especially in
historic struggle of the N

, now in full course,
economic, political, and social
rights.

And not least, we should battle
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