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"~ The Communist Party Discussion on

Regroupment in the Socialist Movement

By H. W. BENSON

In the bitter discussion of irreconcilable views that is slowly
shaping up inside the Communist Party as its national convention
approaches, a prominent place is occupied by the question of “a new
united party of soecialism” in the United States,

No one tries to define its nature with precision, a task that would
doubtless prove fruitless and unnecessary at this stage of the djscus-

sion. But in general it is suggested
that Communists join together
with “other Left groups” in a new
broad movement that ‘WOT..l]d com-
bine all “socialist currents” and
allow for the eoexistence of diver-
gent views within the framework

of a united organization.

In the debate, all comers.pay at least
lip-service to the idea, but for different
reasons and with different aims. There's
the rub.

The slogan “For a Mass Party of So-
cialism” was advanced by Eugene Dennis
in April at an enlarged meeting of the
CP National Committee. The draft reso-
lution prepared for the February 1957
convention speaks of “the perspective of
a united party of socialism in this coun-
try-ll

William Z. Foster, who changed his
vote from yes to mo on the resolution,
still endorses the call for a new move-
ment. Dennis, who voted for the resolu-
tion but who whitewashes the Russian
attack on the Hungarian workers’ revolu-
tion, is also for it. The National Commit-
tee majority seems to be for it. And the
Daily Worker board, which offers an un-
precedented if straddling criticism of
Russia's role in Hungary, is also for it.
All seem united; everything seems calm,
at least on this front. But is it?

The acrimonious fone of the discussion
belies the surface agreement. In fact, the
same slogan ean serve as an umbrella to
cover at least two wuiterly opposed and
hostile perspectives.

FOSTER'S WAY

One way would be to hide behind the
call for “unity on the Left”; to gloss over
the CP internal crisis; to wait and to
hope that the lessons of the 20th Con-
gress and the new lessons of Hungary
will be forgotten, and then to go on as
before as though nothing fundamental
had changed. This is the perspective of
all-around lip-service: it means talking
about demoecracy but supporting dicta-
torship; it means talking about unity of
socialism while apologizing for the
crushing of the socialist working class
of Hungary.

That is clearly the way of Foster and
Dennis.

On the other hand, the perspective of
a new, broad socialist movement can and
does serve those who are honestly and
. deeply disturbed by the Khrushchev
revelations and are horrified by the reali-
zation that their party consistently and
unwaveringly apologized for every crime
against socialism committed by the
Kremlin. They are looking for a way out,
for a new road to socialism,

In the past they clung to what they
now call “dogmas"; they were disorient-
ed by old formulas. For a new orientation
they look toward collaboration and dis-
cussion among all currents of the “Left.”

SEEKING ANOTHER WAY

For Foster it is a guestion of filling up
every crack with plaster; gluing together
the falling pieces and binding up the dis-
integrating whole with mending tape, all
into a reasonable facsimile of the old. For
others, it is a question of finding an au-
thenticly secialist way out of the undenied
crisis into which they have been plunged.

They have a long way to go; one can-
not devote the energieés of a whole gen-
eration toward warping the very concep-
tion of socialism and toward wiping out
its genuinely democratic content by
apologizing for anti-socialist totalitari-
anism, and then emerge suddenly pure
and undefiled, wise and erystal-clear in
program and principle. But the tenden-
cies are there to see; they are not as
clear-cut as defined here for economy of

space but nevertheless the basic leanings
are detectable.

Foster and Dennis are in the unenvi-
able position of men who must admit to
30-0dd wears of apologizing for ecrimes
against socialism and then request that
the whole past be forgotten. In effect
they announee:

It is quite true that we denounced
honest socidlists as fuscists; we called
true democrats agents of impervialism;
we applanded when vevolutionists were
execuled; we explained away frame-up
trials; we called those who told the
truth lars and those who led honest
men; we undermined secialism and de-
famed its name by equating it with anti-
socialist terror. All vight! We have ad-
witted it, Now please be satisfied that
we yecognize our erimes and errvors. Hav-
ing admitted owr shameful course in the
past, we eall upon all workers to sup-
port ug in the bright future.

“Just a moment,” comes the inevitable
gquestion. "How can we have confidence in
you? Have you examined the basic causes
of your shameful role? What fundamental
changes have you made in your policies
and principles? And above all, how are
your proiestations and promises reflecled
in the position you take on the events of
the day? What about Hungary? Are you
still an apologist for Russia?”

Away with such talk —that is the es-
sential content of Dennis’ and. Foster’s
rejoinder. Haven't we explained ithat we
admit our errors of the past? Now, be
content and let us talk of wunity and such
things, It is enough that we say we once
were wrong; do you demand that ive
make o fundomental echange besides?
That is wun-Marzist, un-Leninist, unso-
ciglist. It iz liquidationisf; it is o sur-
render Lo the bourgeoisié. Anyhaw, eoun-
ter-vevalutionaries in Hungary tried to
averthrow a Communist regime.

A DREAM OF NIKE

Let us imagine that the 1960 election
campaign is on, The Republican Party
runs its new beloved leader Nike Eisen-
shchev for president under the slogan
“I like Nike” and demands a vote of con-
fidenice from the people. Nike comes to
the voters with startling revelations:

He reveals that the previous Republi-
can administration was actually paid by
big business, It tried to break up unions.
It was eorrupt and willingly sold out to
the highest bidder. It secretly murdered
Negroes. It sent unionists to death and
to jail. It fabricated evidence against
socialists, Communists, New Dealers. ‘It
pilfered the national treasury and dis-
tributed forged banknotes to its retain-
ers.

“And now,” coneludes Nike in thunder-
ous peroration, “having admitted openly
and honestly all these erimes and errors,
we are certain that you, the voters, will
see that we now merit a landslide vote
of confidence in 1960. Obviously, Loo, this
is a time for national unity.”

Among other things, we can imagine
thé look of unbelieving amazement on
the face of William Z. Foster as he put
pen to paper in reply.

Yet this absurdity is the underlying
content of the Foster position. Forfunately
for the reputation of the human race in
the animal kingdom, dissenting voices are
strongly heard in the Communist Party,
even among leading people,

STALINIST VIEW

In 30 expansive pages entitled “On the
Party Situation” (Political Affairs, Oect,)
Fa:wtel outlines exactly three major

“errors"” of the party during the cold
war and ascribes them to precisely seven
basic “causes.” He catalogues no less
than 21 burning questions that must be
clarified, ending his list with “ete.,” and

he points the finger at no less than 16
fundamental errors of the “right” wing
in the internal discussion. All this is. in
accord with a familiar and often effec-
tive bureaucratic device for derailing a
discussion. To prevent the debate from
throwing light on the key, decisive issues
and clarifying what-is under discussion,

-he fragmentizes it into an encyeclopedia

of endless questions, big and small.

Yet, despite this exhaustive detail, he
dismisses one of the erucial questions. in
an off-hand comment:

“Although the sitoation created by the
Stalin  revelations presented certain
problems, no doubt the party could have
overcome them without great difficulty,
absorbing the immediate lessons frem
the Stalin exposure and studying the
long-range implications of this impor-
tant mattex.” .

For Foster, the crisis in the CP is ere-
ated mot by the 20th Congress: bombshell
but by those who conclude thai a big
change Is necessary and who are groping
for a new road. If only one could say,
"“¥Yes, we committed unfortunate mis-
takes,” and then go on with business as
usual,” Foster would be guite content. -

‘DODGING ISSUES

He-finds it hardly necessary to “waste”
time on this most erifical aspect of the
discussion in-his 30 pages dismissing the
whole matter as follows:

“There were errors, too, in connection
with the Stalin cult of the individual, es-
pecially manifested by the party’s un-
critical attitude toward developments in
the USSR. These mistakes, however,
were international in scope, not merely
those of the CPUSA. They spread out
over 20 years and they were particularly
damaging during the years of the Cold
War. Inasmuch as they have been widely
discussed in our party, there is no need
for me to dwell upon them here.”

Highest on his list of eriticisms of
party opponents is what he calls “the
cultivation of a sharply eritical attitude
toward the Soviet Union,”

With this background, we begin to un-
derstand Foster's attitude toward a “new
party of socialism.” For him, the Com-
munist Party must remain basically
what it has been and he looks upon it as
the force to lead the fight for *“social-
ism.” The new mass party is put forward
as a minor tactical maneuver.

And so he writes:

“The resolution should also de-empha-
size the slogan for a new mass party of
sovialism from its present implications
of immediacy to the status of a-possible
long-range objective.” -

But the real point at issue is not “im-
mediacy” versus “long-range” but di-
verging conceptions of the role of the
CP today and of the erisis within it.

Foster attacks everyone who looks up-
on the “new party” as a real possibility:

“Almost certainly,” he writes, “in the
United States the fight for socialism will
be made not by the Communist Party
alone, but by a combination of econemic
and political grotipings among which the
Communist Party must be a decisive
leader, The present immediate path as
the workers proceed to the building of a
mass socialist movement in thiz country,
therefore,
Communist Party upon the hasis of
Marxism-Leninism and the develdpment
of broad united-front mass struggles.”

To Foster, the Communist Party must
be the “leader” and he seeks to strength-
en it and dodge the big issues by ‘talking
about a new mass party.

WELCOMING IDEAS

But that is Foster. On the other side,
for example, there is John Gates who re-
plies to him in the November issue of
Political Affairs.

Gates has a different estimate of the
state of the CP:

“The advance of the American workers
1o socialism is impossible withoui a con-
scious and organized vanguard, In all can-
dor we must admit that we are not that
today. Nor are we likely to be the exclu-
sive channel through which such a leader-
ship will come into existence, "but 1 do

is the strengthening of the

think we are an important and essential
pari of this process and can make 3 deei-
sive and distinctive contribution if we
face up to our present ¢risis and make-the
necessary changes to surmount it.”

He adds: 1

“To achieve this, we need to create an
atmosphere which welcomes all new
ideas no matter how wunorthodox they
may be and debates them on their merits
withoiit resort to name-calling as a s’ﬁb-
stitute for thinking.”

The CP, then, is not the “vanguar:ll”'
it can make a “contribution” but only if
it “surmounts” its own crisis and wn—
siders all new ideas. This is a far ory
from the Foster standpoint and.is cléar
evidence of the search for a genuinely
new road in the ranks of the CP.

Gates repeats in conclusion:

“The test as to whether we shall suc-
ceed in becoming a truly mdependn;nt
American  working-class  organization
dedicated to the immediate httl.lggl&Ss
the American people and socialism Lies
right now in the kind of atmosphere’ we
develop in the discussion, and ultimately
of course in the policies we adopt.” n

AGAINST MONOLITHISM

In the same issue of Political Affairs,
in an article entitled “A New Party -of
Socialism,” Steve Nelson argues against
“those who say that it was a mistake” to
have raised the gquestion: !

‘““This view,” he writes, “refuses to egn-
cede that there were any serious mis-
takes in policy and that there ever could
have been anything wrong with our or-
ganizational concepts. Those who take
this view tend to play upon the preseng
discussion in the world Communist move-
ment and treat it as a surface phenome-
non, They apparently draw the conelu—
sion that no funadmental problems a
to be reconsidered anew. Ewerything i 111‘
the past is taken for granted as if
everything was answered for all time,,
There are some in our party who are
afraid to examine the causes of our er-
Tors in the most fundamental way. They
tend to treat them superficially and
therefore will not provide answers ‘te
our problems."”

He goes on o gunote mone other Hmn.
Rosa Luxemburg for free eleclions, free
press, free speech, free assembly in the
Russia of 1918, and continues, “Unless we
change the monolithic concept, we are not
going to be prepared to develop a true
working-class party that will operate om
American iraditions and concepis. If we
do net, all the talk abont our favoring the.
democratic process in establishing social-
ism, recognition of the existence of other
parties in the U.S.A. is meaningless.”

Those who seriously are 'thinkii)g;
about the “new mass party” are begine
ning a genuine process of re- waluat[&n,
but they are only beginning.

FACING HUNGARY W

The basic cause of the erizsis in the CP
is not shrouded in mystery. The ranks
are beginning to understand that they
were led to support anti-socialist erimes
committed by the rulers in Russia.

The erisis is deepened by the re-enact-
ing of the whole scene in Hungary where
the tanks and planes of the Russign
state mow down worker-revolutionaries.
The Daily Worker cannot face the isspe
squarely; it is ready to criticize Russia
in subdued tones but geeks in vain for a
tenable niche on both sides of the hsrr:-
cades of the workers' revolution. )

Gates, Nelson and their co-thinkers,
too, have a long way to go in order sto
shake off their ideological ties to the
Kremlin and its spurious “socialism.”
Needless to say, they think socialism ex-
ists in Russia. il

Nelson, for example: “From the pres-
ent diseussion and criticism in the world
Communist movement of the errors comt
mitted under Stalin’s leadership in the
USSR, none should conclude that thése
who supported the Soviet Union from its
ineeption were wrong. . . . The USSR
played the chief role in inspiring other
peoples to establish socialism in their
countries. . . . True errors were commit-

fl:ul'.!nod on page 7] -



N .=

 November 26, 1956

.dyﬁ.h* - by

<) Fﬂg_t!eﬁ_n

Hungary's Revolution Still Fights - -

{Continued from page 1/

Here is an attempt to summarize some
of the highlights of the period between
November 4 and 20.

L ]

General fighting in Budapest from
Sunday, November 4 on. The Russians
pour 200,000 troops with 5000 tanks into-
Hungary, concentrating on Budapest.
The fighting continues for ten days, with
the last organized resistance in workers'
districts, especially on the industrial isl-
and of Csepel.

The Kadar puppet government prom—
ises all kinds of reforms, and sets re-
peated deadlines for surrender of the
revolutionaries without reprisals. Final-
ly, on November 14, the last organized
resistance ends when the Csepel workers
lay down their arms. The “workers'
council of the industrial area of Buda”
issues a manifesto in which it offers to
resume work immediately and uncondi-
tionally on cleaning up the capital and
restoring supplies.

It states that the resumption of all
other work must be preceded by the fol-
lowing conditions:

“1l. Reorganization of the Kadar gov-
ernment to meet the will of the people.

%2, Free elections in which those par-
ties that have declared their readiness to
accept ‘socialist’ achievements should
participate.

3. Release of Nagy and his colleagues,

including officers of the Hungarian army "

and all insurgents.

“4  Immediate withdrawal of Soviet
troops from Budapest and negotiations
for withdrawal from the whole of Hun-

garsr."
WORKERS ADAMANT

November 16: Kadar promises “free
elections” in the above sense, dissolution
of the secret police, publieation of all
Russo-Hungarian treaties. The general
strike has been on for three weeks. Rail-
road workers who had returned to work
go on strike again when it is discovered
that-the Russians are transporting Hun-
garians to the east.

November 17: Kadar pmmzses that a
regime will be set up like that in Yugo-
slavia with “factory councils.” His gov-
ernment announces that henceforth food
will be distributed only through govern-
ment stores, and that workers who re-
turn to their jobs will be given a hot
meal and food for their families. These
decrees are intended to stop delivery of
food to the workers by farmers, and to
starve the former into submission.

November 18: Leaflets are distributed
in the streets of Budapest stating that,
in an all-night session, Kadar had threat-
ened the Budapest Workers Council with
arrest and deportation unless they called
off the general strike. It was this threat
which had led to their decision, by a slim
majority, to call off the strike on Novem-
ber 16.

A workers' delegation protests to the

council against the decision, and demands
that delegates be elected by factories and
offices to a “Workers Parliament,” which
should meet in a few days and choose new
representatives to negotiate with the gov-
ernment,

Though some workers arve returning to
the factories, they do no work. They
stand around in the courtyards and by
their machines, discussing the course to
take. In any event, the lack of coal and
transport makes it impossible for most
factories to do any sustained work.

Miners® and oil workers” delegations
from Tatabonya, Komlo, Varpalota and
Darog protest the deportations of Hun-
garians to Russia, and threaten to blow
up oil fields and flood coal mines if their
demands to stop these deportations are
not met,

A seeret radio report that on Novem-
ber 15 freedom fighters blew up the rail-
road track near Kisvarda, and freed
about 2500 persons from a train.

UNITED FOR GOOD

November 19: Despite threats and
promises, less than half the factory
workers have returned to work. “Kadar
didn't convinee us,” one worker tells a
reporter, “but winter is here and misery

comes”” “The whole eountry can’t live on
relief,” another says. “The workers were
so much united by last week’s events
that they will never fall dpart again.
The governwent must realize by now
that the use of force is pointless.”

According to refugees pouring into
Austria, the Russians are able to control
only what is within range of their guns
in a country completely united against
them. They control a few rail and high-
way arieries, but some lines have been so
disrupted by sabotage thai no trdins are
running.

Increasing reports are circulating of
fighting among Russian troops, Although
correspondents warn to treat these ru-
mors with caution, they say they are
widespread among the refugees. The
cause of the fighting is reported to be
refusal of garrison troops to return to
Russia, Russian troops are also reported
to be escaping to Yugoslavia in the hope
of getting asylum.

L

The present hope of the Hungarian
Revolution lies in its extension. The Hun-
garian workers, backed by the whole na-
tion, are doing everything that lies in
their power to make that extension pos-
sible.

-

How They Killed Aid to Hungary I

There were ways to come to the aid of
the Hungarian Revolution other than in-
tervening militarily. The answer wos not
to start the third werld war, There was a
political answer. The U.S. authorities
helped to squelch it

This ig the damning charge made from
Eerlin in the current New Leader by
Rainer Hildebrandt, the well-known
author of The Explosion, an account of
the East German rvevolt. It is of first-
rate importance.

The question is what the West Ger-
man, particularly West Berlin, workers
could have done to help bring the East
Germon workers to active support of
Hungary.

The ground was fertile, says Hilde-
brandt, who maintains organized contact
across the border. On Oectober 29 there
was a movement in East Germany to-
ward a solidarity strike with Hungary
which “was prevented by the author-
ities.”

Moreover, in West Berlin the workers
were straining at the leash imposed on
them by their own authorities, On Now,
5 at a mmass torchlight demonstration,
more than 100,000 demanded “action”
and were restrained from making a
march to the Brandenburg Gate only
by ecops and water hoses.

But Hildebrandt does not mention this
to advecate adventuristic intervention
by Western arms, as do some desperate

Djilas: The Storm--

{Continued from page &)
only a phase in the evolution and wither-
ing away of contemporary Communism,
It is no longer possible to stop the
struggle of the people of Eastern Europe
for imndependence, and only with great

effort their struggle for freedom. These

two struggles are gradually becoming
one. If Moscow's imperialism suffers de-
feat and is prevented from war adven-
tures, the USSR, too, will have to under-
ro considerable internal changes. For,
just as it is compelled to be national in
its forms, in essence Communism is one
and the same, with the same historical
origins and the same destiny, The events
in one Communist country necessarily
affect all other Communist countries, as
in one and the same living organism.
And just as Yugoslay Communism, sep-
arating itself from Moscow, initiated the
crisis of Soviet imperialism, that is, the
inevitable birth of national Communisin,
in the same way the revolution in Hun-
gary means the beginning of the end of
Communism generally.

As in all other great and decisive his-
toric events, the Hungarian fighters for
freedom, struggling for their existence
and country, may not have foreseen what
an epochal deed they had initiated. The
world has rarely witnessed such unprec-

edented unity of the popular masses and
such hercism. The unity of the popular
masses was so strong that it appeared
as though there had been no civil strife,
as though a ruling class had not been
wiped out overnight as if it never ex-
isted. And the heroic intoxication was so
high that bare-handed boys and girls
were stopping the tanks of the interven-
tionists who, like the Cessacks of Nicha-
las T in 1848, tried to suppress their lib-
erty and enslave their country,

This event will probably not be repeat-
ed. But the Hungarian Revolution blazed
a path which sooner or later other Com-
munist coontries must follow. The wound
which the Hungarian Revolution- inflicted
on Communism can never be completely
heaied. All its evils and weaknesses, both
as Soviet imperialism and as a definite
system of suppression, hod collected on
the body of Hungary, and there, like fes-
tering sores, were cut out by the hands
of the Hungarian people.

1 do mot think that the fate of the
Hungarian Revolution is at all deeisive
for the fate of Communism and the
world. World Communism now faces
stormy days and insurmountable difficul-
ties, and the peoples of Eastern Europe
face heroic new struggles for freedom
and independence.

people. He condemns the fact that “the
West Berlin government, supported by
U. S. #uthorities, has been working to
forestall any active movement" to help
the freedom fight across the [ron Curtain,

One such proposal was made, by none
other than the chairman of the West
Berlin trade unions, Ernst Scharnowski.
On October 27 Scharnowski proposed
that an appeal be broadcast to the East
German workers for a “peaceful gen-

eral strike” of solidarity.

"But," says Hildebrandt, “'the West
Berlin radio stations, including RIAS [Ra-
dio In American Sector], were not per-
mitted to broadcast the appeal and May-
or Otto Suhr was so upset that Scharon«
owski was forced to retract it."

The West Berlin radio, that potential-
Iy powerful weapon, “remained stub-
bornly silent” while the Hungarian
people waited two weeks for solidarity
strikeg in other satellites.

“I personally believe,” adds Hilde-
brandt, “that if at the end of October
there had been sit-down strikes in Ger-
many, the Soviets would not have been
able to launch their bloodbath in Hun-
gary. The Soviet military forces are nat
homogeneous. Soviet soldiers joined the
Hurgarian freedom-figchters in the frst
days of the revolt, and many Russians in
uniform showed sympathy for the Hun-
garians, 1t would have been a great risk
to proceed with such an army against
several oppressed peoples simultaneous-

¥.

“Omee before, the West passed up such
a magnificent opportunity: On June 16,
1953, when the construction workers of
East Berlin called for a general strike,
Western government guarters knowing-
ly suppressed the words ‘general strike.
The radio stations were not allowed to
broadeast this slogan, Today we know
that if the forces which on the following
day created ‘June 17’ had assumed the
form not of an explosion but of a strike
lasting several days, the strike would
have spread to the major plants of the
satellited and the forced-labor camps of
the Soviet Union.”

And he concludes: "Only o political in-
nocent can believe that today the only
choice is between abandoning the Hun-
garian people or supporting them with
Western weapons.”
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\CP Discussion

{Continued from page 3)
ted in the USSR in this period but in
spite of that, the positive things re-
main.” And more of the same.

And Gates: “The- historic role of the
USSR in blazing the trail for socialism;
and in transforming the world situation=
to where lasting peace iz now possible,
has fully justified the high regard we
have always had for the Soviet Union
and its Communist Party. Humanity will
be forever indebted to the Soviet Union:
for those services.”

This is only a small sample of how a
fun&amental Stalinism without Stalin
persists in'all tendencies in the CP,

Still, Gates can write without noticing
any diffieulty:

“The violations of democracy and- jus-
tice in the USSR cannot be explained by
the deficiencies of Stalin alone. How could,
onkt-man have achieved the power he-dids
and why was a whole country powerlesse
before him? How c¢onld such flagrant vie..
lations of socialist- ideals- take place for
such a long time in a socialist country?™

One wonders: was the USSR “blazing
the trail” dwring all this, during “suche
a long time™?

Gates and his friends see the need for
big changes, In a devious; eontradictory,
even self-defeating way they see the
solution in a new party of socialism and
for that they admittedly need new peli-
cies, But what policies?

They are engaged in discussing every-
thing under the sun and Foster is quite
willing to raise bigger, better, and more
numerous questions. The whole repertory
of issues ean only be fully settled in
time, if ever.

THE PRECONDITION

Yet the fundamental question, we re-
peat, is clear: Will you or will you not
break in every respect from the bureau-
cratic dictatorship in the Kremlin, end
completely your political dependence up-
on it, and cease apologizing for it?

A new broad movement could play a
tremendous role in reinvigorating social-
ism in the United States and‘in reviving:
it as a significant tendency in the work-
ing class. But if one factor more than
any other caused the decline of socialism,
it was the rise of the hureaucratm dic-
tatorship in Russia.

“Is that your socialism?” demanded'
every intelligent militant in the labor
moyement. “If so, we want none of it.”
Every bourgeois ideologist, from right to
left, identified socialism with the totali-
tarian dictatorship in Russia in order to
defame and discredit socialism, and up
to now they have succeded.

The CP, in this country, as in all oth-
ers, helfed to put over the hoax.

No mass movement for socialism is pos-
sible, in this country, unless it clearly and
without evasion rejects the social system
that exists in Russia and unambiguously
denies that the Kremlin dictatorship has
anything in common with socialism -in:
any respect whatsoever.

Socialism will begin anew in the
United States as a demoecratic, anti-
totalitarian movement against capital-
ism and against the soceial system of
Stalinism, or it will not rise at all. If the
discussion in the CP moves the ranks in
that direction it will serve a worthy
cause, And for that, the voice of demo-
cratic socialism must be heard.
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