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L IT E R A T I R E  A N D  R E V O L U T IO N . By Leon T ro tsky . New Y o rk : 
'Russell «lid Russell, 1957, 256 pp., $3.75.

This is the finest arid most comprehensive M arxist 
work on -art yet w ritten . W hile M arx and Engels gave 
us b rill ia n t analyses o f the relation o f a rt to Society and
o f s e v e r a l  in d iv idu a l w rite rs ,S t 
these are brie f' and in  passing.
The tremendous tasks the found­
ers o f sc ie n tific  socialism  had 
assigned themselves denied them, 
and- us,- the fu ll-sca le  w orks on 
l ite ra tu re  and a r t  they wished 
to, do. P lekhanov and M eh ring  
a re  the soc ia lis t w r ite rs  to  wihom 
we are m ost indebted fo r  such 
studies. B u t th e ir  w o rk  was done 
in  an epoch w h ich  now  seems 
qu ite  rem ote —  separated fro m  
■modern l i fe  by the  G reat D iv ide  
o f im p e ria lis t w o rld  w a r and the 
Russian Revolution.

U P  TO D A T E
M odern society and its  p rob­

lem s are, however, the province 
o f  T ro ts k y ’s w r itin g s . Though 
the  assassin’s p ic k  pierced his 
b ra in  17 years ago, h is  l iv in g  
tho ugh ts  rem ain the best s ta te­
m en t, analysis and so lu tion  of 
con tem porary  m ank ind ’s  prob­
lems. The pertinence o f T ro ts k y ’s 
ideas is being appreciated m ore 
each p  a s s i n  g m onth by the 
a w a k e n i n g  in te lle c tua ls  and 
w orkers in  the Soviet o rb it  and 
by M a rx is t students in  the rest 
o f the  w orld .

T o  read L ite ra tu re  and Revo­
lu tio n  is .to  understand w h y .
H ere T ro ts k y  no t on ly  extends 
and enriches p r io r  M a rx is t s tu ­
dies o f the la s tin g  fea tu res of 
lite ra tu re  b u t takes up specific  
m odern schools and a rtis ts  per­
fo rce  unknow n to  h is g re a t fo re ­
runners. More, he deals w ith  
questions th a t h is to ry  had no t 
placed before them : the a ttitud e  
o f the w o rk in g  class and its  
p a r ty  to  a r t  and a rt is ts  a fte r  
the conquest o f s tate power.

T h is  is  the ve ry  question which 
today plagues the ru lin g  bureau­
cracy th rou gh ou t the Soviet o ilb it 
¡because o f the ha lf-open, h a lf­
concealed a g ita tio n  o f the in te l­
lectua ls. The f ig h t  o f the in te l­
lectua ls, who enjoy a p a r tia l re ­
la x a tio n  o f the censorship, ex­
presses m ore than t h e i r  own 
s tr iv in g s  fo r  a r t is t ic  freedom . A t  
th is  stage i t  helps the  w orkers 
prepare th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  s tru g ­
gles fo r  p o lit ic a l freedom .

‘P R O L E T A R IA N  A R T ’
A f te r  usu rp ing  p o lit ic a l power 

fro m  the w orkers  in  the late 
1.920’s, the S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
b ru ta lly  grabbed Soviet a r t  and 
a r t is ts  by the  neck. M any per­
ished— a rt is t ic a lly  or phys ica lly  
— in  th is  g r i p .  Though rea lly  
aimed a t choking a ll voices o f

opposition and condemnation, the 
o f f ic ia l ju s t if ic a t io n  was the 
“ th e o ry ”  o f p ro le ta ria n  a rt. T h is  
v u lg a r M a rx is t theo ry  antedated 
S ta lin ism . I t  was the  creation o f 
sha llow  th in ke rs , m isguided class 
“ p a tr io ts ”  and demagogues. I t  
is  s t i l l  found as a theore tica l 
cu rre n t in  the soc ia lis t move­
m ent and in  Com m unist P arties  
o f th is  and o ther countries. In  
the present w ork, T ro ts k y  deals 
devasta ting ly  and in  de ta il w ith  
“ p ro le ta rian ”  a r t  from  its  w rong 
prem ise to  its  a ttem pted app li­
cations. Those who th in k  th a t a 
“ p ro le ta rian  cu ltu re ”  is  possible 
cannot honestly re fuse to  sub­
m it th e ir  ideas to  a reading o f 
th is  book.

L ite ra tu re  and R evolution be­
g ins  w ith  a series o f studies of 
the various R u s s i a n  li te ra ry  
schools w h ich had existed before 
the R evo lu tion  and th e ir  reac­
tions— in  exile o r in  the USSR—  
to  ¡Soviet society. Taken up next 
are the schools wh ich developed 
d u r in g  o r soon a f te r  the Revo­
lu tion . W h ile  m any o f these and 
o ther ou ts tand ing  fig u re s  are un­
known to  the A m erican  .reader, 
T ro ts k y ’s discussion o f them is 
no t on ly  in te res tin g  in  its e lf  b u t 
sheds much l ig h t  on analogous 
l i te ra ry  movements in  A m erican 
and W estern European li te ra ­
tu re . M any o f the analyses o f 
in d iv idu a l w r ite rs  are true  gems 
o f l i te ra ry  c ritic ism .

The la tte r  h a lf  o f the book 
deals more w ith  the theoretica l 
questions o f lite ra tu re  and socie­
ty ,  “ p ro le ta ria n ”  a rt, the social­
is t  a r t  o f the fu tu re  and the 
general perspectives fo r  human 
cu ltu re. There is  also a b r ie f 
essay on arch itecture .

Reading th is  book is pure de­
l ig h t  as w e ll as in te lle c tua l s tim ­
u la tio n . T ro ts k y ’s own li te ra ry  
ta le n t is nowhere b e tte r demon­
stra ted . A lte rn a tin g  w ith  h igh  
seriousness and love are flashes 
o f b r i l l ia n t  w i t  and a n n ih ila tin g  
rid icu le . One m arve ls  a t the au­
th o r ’s e lucidation o f complex cu l­
tu ra l problem s and a t h is dem­
onstra tions o f how a r t  is  re la ted 
to  social re a lity  and to  the de­
velopm ent o f man.

F o r decades th is  has been a 
r a r e ,  o u t-o f-p r in t book w i t h  
copies se lling  fo r  $15 to  $25, 
when available. Today no socia l­
is t  o r  student o f lite ra tu re  should 
be w ithou t one.

— George Lavan

Trotsky’s Views Spreading in USSR
By Daniel Roberts

A  s ig n if ic a n t aspect o f the 
cris is  o f the S ta lin is t regim e in  
the S ov ie t-o rb it is  the g row ing  
in te res t shown by workers, s tu­
dents and o ther young in te lle c ­
tua ls  in  the disputes o f  the 
1920's between the S ta lin is ts  and 
the Com m unist opponents o f the  
bureaucra tic  reg im e —  p r im a r ily  
the T ro tsky is ts .

Evidence o f th is  aw akening in ­
te rest comes fro m  m any quar­
ters. The account o f M aurice 
P e lte r, an ex-Com m unist P a rty  
m em ber in E ng land, appeared in  
la s t week’s M ilita n t.  P e lte r went, 
to  the Moscow Y ou th  F estiva l, 
and in  the course o f b is  stay 
in  the  Soviet U n ion was able 
to  discuss fre e ly  w ith  a num ­
ber o f young Soviet in te llectua ls. 
“ There is an overw helm ing in ­
te res t in  the polem ics o f the

leader. I f  th is  were a ll, Trotsky^» 
would no t occupy as much place 
in  the Soviet discussions as he 
does— 17 years a f te r  h is  assassi­
na tion  and 30 a fte r  his deporta­
t io n  from  Moscow. The in te ll i­
g en ts ia  o f M o s c o w ,  W arsaw, 
Prague, E as t B e rlin  . . . and 
perhaps even o f P e k i n g ,  are 
w ondering  w hethe r they can 
learn a n y th in g  fro m  T ro tsky . Do 
his w r it in g s  convey any mes­
sage to  Com m unists who are 
fre e in g  themselves fro m  S ta lin ­
ism  and t iy in g  to  shape an a l­
te rn a tive  to i t ? ”

In  th is  connection, Deutscher 
c ites a docum ent th a t was c ir ­
cu la ted  la s t sp rin g  in  E ast Ger­
m any. I t  sought to  elaborate a 
p ro g ra m  aga inst bureaucracy by 
reexam ination o f the d ispute o f 
the Twenties. W o lfga ng  H arich , 
the au thor o f the document, was 

_  . , sentenced to ten years in  prison
T w enties and how they re la te  to fo r  -treason ,”  W h a t he wanted 
the problem s o f the P a rty  i n was to  re fo rm  the E as t G<,Pman 
the present period, P e lte r re- Com m unist P a rty  fro m  w ith in , 
po rts . ‘ B u t i t  is  s t i l l  ve ry  d r f - | «W e adhere to  M arx ism -Lenm - 
f ic u l t  fo r  members to olbtam the is m . we re jec t S ta lin ism ,”  said 
re levan t archives.  ̂  ̂ | H arioh . “ T h is  means th a t M arx-

A no the r recent v is ito r  to  Mos- jsm -Lenindsm  m ust be comple- 
cow, Cedric B e lfrage , reports  in  m ented and broadened by ta k - 
the  Sept, 2 N a tion a l G uard ian jn g  account o f the thoughts o f 
“ the appearance on a w a ll-n ew s-| T ro tsky , and even more o f Bu- 
paper board o f  a gyoup mam - Jcharin, Rosa Luxem burg  a n d  
festo aga inst the  d is to rtin g  o f  ,p a r tly , K a r l K uu tsky .”  H a rioh ’s 
Soviet h is to ry , inc lud ing  the ro le  th in k in g  is  ve ry  confused. He 
o f T ro tsky . T h is   ̂was removed /wants to  u n ite  the teachings o f 
and pu t back again, and f in a lly  such irreconcilab le  opponents as 
the  expuls ion o f f iv e  students T ro ts k y  and B ukharin , Luxem - 
connected w ith  i t  was announced, ¡burg and K au tsky . B u t w h a t is 
A  p ro te s t aga inst th is , w h ich -equally s ig n if ic a n t is th a t  he
even t h e  u n ive rs ity  Kom som ol 
leader signed, was successful.”

M E A N IN G  FOR T O D A Y
A g a in , Isaac Deutscher, who is 

w e ll in fo rm ed  on a l l  Soviet de­
velopm ents, states in  the Aug. 
24 New  Statesman th a t “ a new 
genera tion  o f the  Soviet in te ll i­
gents ia  are g ra p p lin g  w ith  the 
s ign ificance  o f T ro ts k y ’s s tru g ­
g le  aga inst S ta lin  and w ith  its  
relevance to  the problem s o f the 
ipost-IStalin era. The issue o f 
T ro ts k y ’s re h a b ilita tio n  lu rk s  be­
h ind  some o f the c u rre n t p o lit ­
ica l con f lic ts  as w e ll. . . .

“ W lhat is involved here is  no t 
m e re ly  h is to ry  o r the rendering  
o f posthumous jus tice  to  the rep­
u ta tio n  o f a g re a t revo lu tiona ry

and ' m any others lik e  h im  are 
seeking to  rebu ild  a theoretica l 
basis fo r  the f ig h t  aga inst S ta­
lin is m  and the s trugg le  fo r  so­
c ia lism .

H U N G A R IC U S  D O C U M E N T 
A n o th e r im p o rta n t document 

w h ic h  looks to  the strugg les o f 
the Tw enties fo r  guidance in  
the  f ig h t  aga inst S ta lin ism  is by  
H ungaricus. C ircu la ted a m o n g  
H  u  n eg a r i a n  Com m unist P a rty  
members who fo u g h t on the side 
o f the w orkers in  the revo lu tion  
la s t November, i t  deals w ith  the 
tasks o f the a n ti-S ta lin is t CP- 
ers. (E xcerp ts  fro m  the H u ng a r­
icus docum ent appeared in  the 
June 17 and 24 M ilita n t.)  The 
f ir s t  task, says H ungaricus, “ is

to  create the  theory o f H ungar­
ian socialism  by means o f a re ­
exam ination o f a ll the theories 
considered u n t il now -to be d e fin ­
it iv e  and th e ir  con fro n ta tio n  w ith  
the re a lity  o f  o u r epoch. I t  is 
on ly  a fte r  hav ing  c la r if ie d  our 
ideas, ou r goals, th a t we m ust 
pass to  the second stage, th a t o f 
o rgan iza tion .”

A t  the 20th Congress o f the 
¡Soviet C om m unist P a rty  last- 
year, Khrushchev s truck  a t the 
S ta lin  c u lt and dea lt a m o rta l 
iblow to  the ideology o f S ta lin ­
ism . B u t Khrushchev has n o t 
been aible to  p u t a coherent, sci­
e n tif ic  ideology in  its  place. A s 
the  c ris is  o f the bureaucratic 
ru le  deepened a f t e . r  the 20th 
Congress reve la tions and led to 
explosions in  H u ng a ry  and Pol-

and, Khrushchev tr ie d  to  slow 
down pub lic  discussion— p ro  o r 
con— on the S ta lin  cu lt.

The re s u lt is to be seen in  a 
new m anual off Soviet h is to ry  re ­
cen tly  published in  the USSR. 
The m anual, says K a r l Landon 
in  the Auig. 22 France Observa­
teu r, is  c e rta in ly  à rad ica l re ­
v is ion  o f .S ta lin is t h is to ry . There 
is no g lo r if ic a tio n  o f S t a l i n  
“ But, pa radox ica lly , i t  gives the 
lie  to  Khrushchev’s pronounce­
ments about the ‘n igh tm are  we 
■have lived .’ In  fa c t, i t  w ou ld  
seem th a t there never was a 
pe rson a lity  c u lt over the years, 
nor any v io la tio n  o f soc ia lis t le­
g a lity . F o r S ta lin , h im se lf, ha rd ­
ly  lived  ' a f te r  1925.”

A ccord ing  to  the new m anual, 
•there were T ro ts k y is t, B ukharin -

Daily Workers Foreign Editor Resigns

in g  the la s t three decades. B u t 
th is  w i l l  n o t sa tis fy  young w o rk ­
ers and in te llec tua ls  seeking a 
genuine end to S ta lin is t ty ra n n y .

They w a n t to  know  how S ta­
lin is m  came in to  being, w h a t its  
re la tio n  is to the ru le  o f the 
bu reaucra tic  caste, and above a ll 
how  to  ge t r id  o f i t  so as’ to 
c lear the w a y  fo r  a new ad­
vance to  socialism . They deeply 
r e s e n t  the continued ban on 
T ro ts k y ’s w orks and the f a ls i f i ­
ca tion  o f the  -historical record. 
F o r they suspect th a t T ro tsky , 
co-leader w ith  Len in  o f the Oc­
tober 1917 revo lu tion  and fo re ­
most opponent o f the  S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy, w ill help them fin d  
the answers they a re  look ing  fo r.

Eisenhower 
Issues Threat 
Of War to Syria

By Myra Tanner Weiss
On Sept. 7, President Eisenhower threatened war 

w ith  Syria and announced an a ir l i f t  o f arms to Syria ’s 
hostile neighbors in  the Mideast. In  addition the U.S. 

■Sixth F lee t is now r e p o r t e d ® -

Patriotic Meet in Paris 
Takes Anti-NATO Turn

By Elaine LeChamp
PARIS —  On Sunday, Aug. 25, several thousand

Parisians gathered in fro n t o f the Montparnasse railroad
station to celebrate the 13th anniversary o f the liberation

®-------------------------------------------------------o f P aris  fro m  the  Germans.
The event s ta rted  w ith  a ll the 

pomp o f a re g u la r pub lic  Celebra­
t io n , w ith  policem en decked in  
plum es and medals, fla g s  aU 
over the place, brass bands, and 
the usual type  o f o f f ic ia l fa n ­
fa re . In  previous years, the 
m ark in g  o f the  ann iversary had 
a le ft-w in g  s la n t to  i t .  T h is  year 
th e  governm ent had provided 
m icrophones, to  guarantee th a t 
n o th in g  too rad ica l w ou ld  be 
said.

The speeches were a ll n a tio n a l­
is t ic  and p a tr io t ic  in  content. 
There  was no m ention o f the 
post-w ar, im p e r ia lis t campaigns 
conducted hy  the French govern­
m en t —  nam ely, the stam ping 
ou t o f the  colon ia l re vo lu tion  in  
M adagascar, the  w a r in  Ind o ­
china and now the A lg e ria n  w a r. 
H owever, i t  was in te re s tin g  to  
note th a t  when the speakers were 
in troduced, the audience, Com­
posed m ostly  o f w orkers, v ig o r­
ous ly  applauded the representa­
tives  o f w o rk ing -c lass o rgan iza­
tions th a t  had been in s tru m e n ta l 
in  the resistance. Jacques Duclos, 
o f  the C om m unist P a rty , and the 
rep resenta tive  o f th e  ra ilro a d  
w o rke rs ’ resistance o rgan iza tion  
g o t the b igges t hand. W hen the 
names o f c a p ita lis t p o litic ia n s  
were mentioned, on ly  a few  peo­
ple clapped. I t  was c lea r th a t
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the workers knew  exac tly  who 
had libera ted P a ris  fro m  the 
fasc is ts  and who hadn’t.

W O R KER S T A K E  OVER
When the  o f f ic ia l p a r t  o f the 

celebration was over and evei-y- 
one was f i l in g  in to  the ra ilro a d  
sta tion  to  look a t  a w rea th  w h ich 
had been placed exa c tly  on the 
spot where the G erm an sreneral 
had surrendered to  the  French, 
the w orkers  took over the a ffa ir .

Someone shouted, “ W ha t about 
the N azis th a t  a re  in  France 
r ig h t  now  t r y in g  to  ru n  the. 
Country? Is  th is  w h a t we fo u g h t 
and died fo r ? ”  Someone else 
shouted, “ K ic k  the assassin 
Speidel ou t.”  Everyone was 
agreed on th a t po in t. F rom  old, 
k in d ly  lo ok in g  women to  m il ita n t  
young  w o rke rs  everyone was 
g e ttin g  a n g ry  about Speidel. 
The fa c t th a t the  present head 
o f N A T O ’s ground forces in  
Europe- —  w ith  headquarters 
near P aris  —  is the same G er­
man general who had marched 
in to  P aris  w ith  the  fasc is t con­
querors in  1941 is  ha rd  fo r  
w o rkers  who fo u g h t in  the 
resistance to  take.

People were g e ttin g  m ore and 
m ore aroused. Some young s tu ­
dents shouted, “ L ibe ra te  Claude 
M a rty .”  M a r ty  is  the son o f  a 
resistance f ig h te r . He has re fu s ­
ed to  go to  A lg e r ia  and has been 
th row n  in  ja i l  w ith  several o ther 
young men who refused to p a r­
tic ip a te  in  the A lg e ria n  w ar.

A l l  th is  spontaneous action 
was im pressive, bu t when some­
one shouted, “ Peace in  A lg e r ia !”  
the a f fa ir  took on even deeper 
s ign ificance. A lthough  no t as 
m any people responded to  the  
slogans about A lg e ria  as to 
those about Speidel, more than 
h a lf the  people present took up 
the  c ry  fo r  peace in  A lg e ria . 
Th is showed th a t a b ig  section 
o f the French people are 
s trong ly  opposed to  the A lg e ria n  
w ar.

By M urry  Weiss
SEPT. 10— The res ignation  o f 

the D a ily  W o rke r’s fo re ign  ed­
ito r ,  Joseph C la rk , from  the 
s ta f f  o f  the paper and from  the 
Com m unist P a rty , is  the most 
recent m an ifes ta tion  o f the p ro ­
longed and deepening cris is  th a t 
has wracked the Am erican CP 
since the Khrushchev reve la tions 
and t h e  H ungarian  revo lu tion  
last year. R um or o f the res igna­
tion  was reported in  the Sept. 8 
N ew  Y o , r k  T i m e s  by  H a rry  
S chw artz  Who asked C la rk  , fo r  
comment. C la rk  rep lied, " I  re ­
g re t th a t  m y  old fr ie n d  B il l 
F o s te r made hi-s s ta tem ent to 
the New  Y o rk  T im es. W h a t I  
have to  say ir, th is  m a tte r w ill 
appear in  the D a ily  W orke r.”

A F T E R  28 Y E A R S
The Sept. 9 D a ily  W orke r 

published C 1 a r  k ’s res ignation . 
“ A f te r  28 years o f  association,”  
he said, “ I ’m  re s ig n in g  fro m  
bo th  [th e  P a rty  and the .paper’s 
s ta f f ]  because I  f in d  i t  is  no 
lo ng e r possible to  serve the  cause 
o f A m erican socialism  th i’ough 
them .”

E m p h a tica lly  re a ff irm in g  his 
socia lis t convictions, d a r k  said: 
“ I  continue to  adhere as s trong ­
ly  as ever to  the ideal w h ich 
b ro u g h t me in to  the  C om m unist

poverty , racism , in ju s tice  and 
w a r.”

d a r k  c ited  the fig u re s  re ­
leased b y  the  recent N a tiona l 
Com m ittee m eeting  o f the C'P 
w h ich  showed th a t 71000 o f  the 
estim ated 17,090 members le f t  
the p a r ty  -during the la s t year. 
“ Am ong those who le ft the p a r­
ty  before me,”  C la rk  said, “ were 
the great m a jo r ity  o f its  w o rk ­
in g  class and N egro members, 
active trade  un ionists, as w e ll as 
w rite rs , scientists, professional 
and also p a rty  organizers, Sm ith 
A c t prisoners, D a ily  W orke r ed­
ito rs  and reporters.”

In  h is  com m ent on d a r k ’s res­
ig na tion  today, D a ily  W orker 
E d ito r  in  'Chief John Gates, ex­
pressed re g re t a t C la rk ’s deci­
sion. “ I  disagree w ith  d a r k , ”  he 
said, “ th a t the  C om m unist P a r­
t y  has ¡become a h indrance to 
socialism .”

IN N E R -P A R T Y  S TRUG G LE
Gates declared -that “ a s tru g ­

gle is now  go ing on in  the P ar­
t y ”  between “ those who w an t 
to  advance the ideas adapted by 
the recent na tiona l convention off 
the P a rty  to  again become an 
e ffec tive  p o lit ic a l movem ent in 
ou r c o u n try ”  and “ those who op­
posed these new policies before 
the Convention and who resist, 
obstruc t and seek to reverse them

/movement— a w o rld  fre e  fro m  now.”  Gates argued th a t res-

Criticizes Cevlon 
Trotskyists
E d ito r :

W hen I  read in  the Aug. 5 is ­
sue about the v is i t  o f the Cey­
lonese Lanka  'Sama ¡Samaja rep­
resentatives to  the S oviet U n im  
and China, the  account made me 
angry. W h y  the b ig  p lay-un in 
the M il ita n t  about the  f i r s t  T ro t­
skyis ts  to  o f f ic ia lly  be ih v ited  
to  v is i t  the S oviet U n ion  and 
China?

W h a t p u rp o s e  d id  t  h  e v is i t  
serve? The LSSP people gave a 
f in e  speech about Len in  and his 
life . D id  they  m ention any th ing  
about the v io la tio n  o f every­
th in g  Len in  stood fo r?

T hey made speeches and T V  
broadcasts g re e tin g  the S oviet 
people. B u t d id  they g re e t the 
s trugg le  o f the ¡Soviet masses 
aga inst the oppression and ex­
p lo ita tio n  o f the Soviet bureau­
cracy ?

“ We could no t do th a t,”  they 
say, “ because there  is no fre e ­
dom o f speech in  the Soviet 
U n ion .”  W h a t k in d  o f g reetings 
d id  the y  g ive then ? W h a t a 
p ic tu re ! T ro tsky is ts  m a k i n g  
speeches in  the S oviet U n ion  and 
on ly  the r u l i n g  bureaucracy 
know ing  they  are T ro tsky is ts !

I  th in k  the reason ing o f the 
LSSP leaders in  go ing to  the 
USSR and in  fa il in g  to  express 
th e ir  T ro ts k y is t ideas w h ile  there 
is  opportun is tic . They indica te 
th is  w ould he lp  them  in  the Cey­
lonese elections. A ccord ing to  
th a t exp lanation, they  could also 
excuse a v is it  to  th is  country 
— in c lud in g  the  W h ite  House—  
in  w h ich  they d id  no th ing  but 
make f in e  speeches about George 
W ashington. I f  anyone took issue 
w ith  th is  they  could say, “ A f te r  
a ll the re  is a w itc h  h u n t in  A rae r 
ica. I t  is impossible to  pra ise S o­
c ia lism  there. They m ig h t not 
le t  us v is it  again. A f te r  a ll, we 
were the f i r s t  T ro ts k y is ts  to 
v is i t  P resident E isenhower o f f i ­
c ia lly .”

W ould Len in  h a v e  gone to 
Germ any when i t  had a  Social 
Dem ocratic governm ent and a l­
lowed h is  p re s tige  to  be used fo r  
the b e n e fit o f the Social-Dem o­
c ra tic  be traye rs  o f the German 
w o rk in g  class? O r d id  Lenin 
bu ild  a T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l to 
f ig h t  w o rld  cap ita lism ?

W h a t is  the ed ito ria l position 
o f the M il i ta n t  on the Ceylonese 
T ro tsky is ts  ?

S.G.
N ew ark

igna tions such as C la rk ’s weak­
ened th is  “ rea l s trugg le  [w h ic h ] 
has n o t y e t come to  a de fin itive  
conclusion.”

The g ro up  Gates says is  ob­
s tru c tin g  the  N a tio n a l Conven­
tion 's  decisions is  h e a d e d  bv 
W illia m  Z. Foster. The F oster 
group has been ga in in g  ground 
ever since the convention la s t 
F eb ru a ry  la rg e ly  as a re s u lt o f 
the continued mass exodus from  
the p a r ty  and the fe e lin g  o f 
m any rem a in ing  'CP members 
th a t the Gates g ro u p  ret>res°nts 
a r ig h t  w in g  c u r r e n t .  Both 
g ro w s  c la im  to  base themselves 
on the convention decisions.

A t  the - Juily 27-28 N a tiona l 
Com m ittee m e e t i n g  Gates de­
nounced the  cam paign o f the 
F oster group to remove Clank 
as fo re ign  e d ito r off the D a ilv  
W o rke r and Quoted -ne o f ihis 
friends  a s ,s a v in g : “ W » h a v e  
saved the P a rtv  tw ice . We saved 
the P a rty  f i r s t  from  Brow der 
in  1945. and we went down from  
a m embershin o f 75 000 to  17.- 
000. And now we have saved 
the P a rtv  from  G ales! And we’ve 
cone down from  17.000 to  10.000. 
The more we save the P artv , 
the more the P a rty  is d isap­
pearing .”

Gates’ tre a tm e n t o f C la rk ’s 
resignation , w h ile  expressing d is ­
agreem ent w ith  the step, was 
extrem e ly sym pathetic  —  e v e n  
fr ie n d ly . R e fe rr in g  to  a fa rew e ll 
p a r ty  the D a ilv  W o rke r s ta ff  
gave C la rk  a fe w  d a y s  ago, 
Gates said, “ W e parted  in  sor­
row  and no t in anger, as friends, 
no t enemies.”

SOURCE OF C R IS IS
In  h is  Sent. 10 com m ent on 

C la rk ’s res ignation , Gates said: 
“ I t  is easy to  condemn C la rk  
fo r  h is action and necessary to 
disagree w i t h  m istaken views 
th a t he m ay hold. F a r  m ore  d if ­
f ic u l t  is  i t  to  analyze the fun da ­
m enta l causes o f the loss of 
45% o f our m em bership in  the 
na s t year, o f w h ich  the resigna­
tion  o f C la rk  is  another sym p­
tom .”

A t  the ¡July N a tio n a l C om m it­
tee m eeting , S id  S tein, N a tiona l 
O rgan iza tion  Secretary o f the 
C'P, in  discussing the causes fo r  
the heavy losses in  membership, 
reduced a ll exp lanations to  “ the 
common denom inator th a t under­
lies a ll these reasons. . . the 
serious weakening o f w h a t some 
o f us c a ll our m oorings o r our 
ideolog ica l founda tions.”  Stein, 
as a ll the  o t h e r  CP, leaders, 
fa iled , however, to  specify  w hy 
and how the “ ideological founda­
tio n s ”  o f the  CP have 'been 
seriously weakened. He confined 
h im se lf to  a fe w  speculations 
concerning the  psychological re ­
actions o f the p a r ty  m em ber­
ship to  the K hrushchev reve la­
tions.

C la rk , on the  o ther hand, sets

op t to  provide a serious explana­
tio n  in  h is le tte r  o f resignation . 
“ M y v iew ,”  he said, “ is th a t so­
cia lism  can be served on ly by a 
complete break w ith  S ta lin ism . 
The la tte r  perverted socialism 
by s u b s titu tin g  autocracy fo r  de­
mocracy. B u t M a rx is ts  have a l­
ways advocated socia list demo- 
mocracy, which they uphold as 
move lib e rta ria n  than any ye t a t­
ta ined.”

In  one o f  h is  la s t columns in  
the D a ily  W orker. C la rk  tried  
to f in d  the social basis fo r  th is  
rise  o f an au tocra tic  bureaucra­
cy in  the S ov ie t U n ion by c it in g  
Isaac Deutseher’s analysis o f the 
h is to rica l circumstances w h i c h  
gave rise  to  S ta lin ism . I t  is  well 
known th a t Deutscher, fo r  a ll 
h is pro found  d ifferences w i t h  
T ro tsky ism , has based h is  en­
t ire  analysis o f the Soviet bu­
reaucracy on t h e  theoretica l 
w o rk  o f Leon T ro tsky .

M oreover, C la rk  attacked the 
S ta lin is t version o f “ p ro le ta rian  
in te rna tiona lism ”  a s expressed 
in French Com m unist P a rtv  lend­
e r Jacques Duclos’ le tte r  to  the  
A m erican OP’s N o tion a l Conven­
tion . Duclos said th a t  p ro le ta rian  
in te rna tiona lism  “ im p lies so lidar­
i t y  w ith  the  fo re ig n  p o licy  o f 
the S ov ie t U n ion .”  In  rep ly  to 
th is  conception. C la rk  said. “ In  
1956 p ro le ta rian  in te rn a tio n a l­
ism reauired s o lid a rity  w ith  the 
H ungarian  w orkers opposing So­
v ie t in te rven tion . I t  demanded 
support fo r  the H ungarian  w o rk ­
ers who form ed a solid phalanx 
o f workers councils and fo r  th e ir  
100 percent solid general s tr ik e .”

C la rk ’s open b reak w ith  S ta ­
lin ism  l a c k s  consistency a n d  
tho ugh t-o u t conclusions. He fa ils  
to  connect the  po licy  o f S ta lin  
ism  in  the Second W o rld  W ar 
and the present fo re ig n  po licy  
off the K re m lin  w ith  the Sta­
lin is t  perversion o f socialism. 
N o r does he see the re la tio n  o f 
S ta lin ism  to  the basic po licy  o f 
the OP in  the  U jS.— the  class- 
co lla iboration is t conception o f a 
"people’s an ti-m onopo ly co a litio n ”  
and continued support to  “ lesser 
e v il”  c a p ita lis t po litic ians .

Nevertheless, b y  ca llin g  fo r  a 
■break w ith  S ta lin ism , C la rk  has 
gone to the ro o t o f the problem  
th a t faces the disoriented and 
dem oralized ranks o f the rad ica l 
w orkers Who are seeking a rev­
o lu tio n a ry  road ou t o f the cris is  
o f the CP. B y  basing his break 
w ith  S ta lin ism  on a soc ia lis t op­
pos ition  to  A m erican  cap ita lism  
a t home and abroad, C la rk  gives 
prom ise o f p la y in g  a  v ita l and 
constructive ro le  in  the cu rre n t 
regroup/ment movem ent o f rev­
o lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t forces in the 
U n ite d  ¡States. C l a s s  conscious 
w orkers and revo lu tiona ry  youth, 
in  and out o f  the Com m unist 
P a rty , can on ly  hope th a t th is  
prom ise w i l l  be fu lf il le d .

c ru is ing  o f f  the ¡Syrian shores.
A f te r  a sudden . conference 

w ith  Secretary o f ¡State Dulles 
and U.S. M ideast e n v o y ,  Loy 
Henderson, Dulles issued a sta te ­
m ent, Sept. 7, th a t said, “ The 
P resident a ff irm e d  h is  in te n tio n  
to c a rry  ou t the na tiona l po licy  
. . .  and exercise as needed the 
a u th o r ity  thereby con ferred on 
the P resident.”  T h is  was a re f­
erence to  the E isenhow er Doc­
tr in e  passed ¡by Congress la s t 
w in te r  despite s trong  po pu la r op­
position. i t  g ives the president 
w a r-m ak in g  powers in  the M id ­
east under the gu ise o f p reven t­
in g  “ aggression”  by “ in te rn a ­
tio n a l com m unism .”

S O V IE T  EC O N O M IC  A ID
U;S. charges th a t the S y ria n  

governm ent is becom ing an ou t­
post fo r  “ in te rn a tio n a l com m un­
ism .”  arise p r im a r ily  o u t o f a 
recent a id  agreem ent between 
S yria  and the U S S R , i t  is  the 
b iggest economic accord between 
the ¡Soviet U n ion and a cou n try  
outside the  (Soviet o rb it.

Accord ing  to  the  A ug . 21 New 
Statesman, a B r it is h  p ro -Labor 
weekly, “ S y ria  is  to  ge t $300 
m illio n  in  goods, services and 
cred its  ( to ta l E isenhower Doc­
tr in e  aid amounted to  on ly $200 
m illio n , to  be div ided up among 
12 coun tries), o f which on ly 
one-th ird  has to  be paid back 
over ten years.”  These term s 
are fa r  more favorab le  to  S vria  
than any i t  could receive from  
U.S. im peria lism . I t  is  fo r  ta k ­
in g  aid on sucli te rm s th a t the 
S vrian  governm ent is accused o f 
ab e tting  “ C om m unist subversion”  
and aggression.

¡That the rea l aggression and 
subversion in  the M ideast comes 
fro m  the U.S. governm ent was 
underscored b y  E isenhower’s 
Sept. 7 d ire c tiv e  to  the people 
o f S y ria  to  act aga inst the “ ap­
p a re n tly  Soviet dom ina tion”  o f 
t h e i r  governm ent. Even pro-' 
W estern A ra b  leaders are quoted 
in a Sent. 8 dispatch fro m  Cairo 
to  the N ew  Y o rk  T im es as ex-

pe r cent, rea l wages have dou­
bled.”

H u t since U jS . pressure began, 
the ¡Syrian economy has su ffe red 
one catastrophe a fte r  another. 
O n ly  tw o  a lte rna tives existed: 
e ith e r cap itu la te  to  U.S. de­
mands o r accept a id  fro m  the 
Soviet o rb it. ¡Syria took the la t­
te r  course.

A  ¡Syrian corpora tion  la w yer, 
in te rv iew ed ¡by J o h n s o n ,  ex­
p la ined  la s t June th a t "W e s t­
ern business in te rests  won’t  g ive 
us easy, long-term - c red it, and 
th e ir  tenders fo r  con tracts are 
n o t com petitive . So we look to  
the E ast. F rom  ' them  we can 
ge t 20-year loans a t 215 per 
cent. Can you [th e  W est] com ­
pete w ith  th a t?  O f the la s t 
three b ig  con tracts  o ffe re d  b y  
the governm ent— f o r  a re fin e ry , 
an a irp o rt  and geolog ica l survey 
— tw o w e n t to  B u lga ria  and one 
to  Czechoslovakia. T h e ir  tenders 
were, on average, 20 per cent 
lo w e r than t h o s e  o f western 
f irm s .  I f  th e y  lo s t money, th a t ’s 
th e ir  business. A l l  we care about 
is  th a t the re  are no p o lit ic a l, 
economic o r  ¡m ilita ry  s tr in g s  
attached.”

E C O N O M IC  S Q U E EZE
UJS. im peria lism  h o p e d  to  

fo rce  S y r ia  to  abandon its  na­
tio n a l - independence s trugg le  
means o f an economic b lock­
ade. S y ria ’s m a r k e t s  were 
sha rp ly  c u t o f f  by a shut-dow n 
some m onths ago o f the T urkey, 
Ira q , Jordan, and the Lebanon 
borders, ¡Syria’s a tte m p t to  s h if t  
its  w hea t sales elsewhere was 
thw a rted  b y  a “ jud ic ious”  dum p­
in g  o f UJS. surp lus w hea t in  
Sou thern  I ta ly .  A s a re s u lt o f 
a ll these economic measures 
the S y ria n  pound q u ick ly  lo s t 30 
percent o f its  value.

B order incidents f la re d  repeat­
edly, f i r s t  w ith  Is ra e l ( re q u ir­
in g  U iN . in te rve n tio n ) and then 
w ith  Jo rd an . On A ug . 4, S y r ia  
announced the r e c e i p t  o f a 
th rea ten ing  note f ro m  Jordan. 
The note demanded th a t the

nressing “ fe a r th a t the U n ited | S yrian  governm ent suppress S y r-
States m ig h t be p a v in g  the w ay 
to  take d ire c t action against 
S yria .”

The S v ria n  governm ent an­
swered E isenhower’s th re a t w ith  
ju s tif ia b le  anger. In  resDonse to 
the arm s a i r l i f t  i t  said, “ Syria 
does n o t in tend  to a ttack  any­
body. A ll th a t ¡Syria is  do ing in 
the arm am ent f ie ld  is fo r  p u re ­
ly  defensive considerations. S yr­
ia, however, w il l no t to le ra te  any 
action aga inst her secu rity .”

S Y R IA  SU R R O U N D E D
The idea th a t S v ria  is p lan­

n in g  aggressive action  aga inst 
(her A ra b  ne ighbors is fa n ta s ­
t ic  to  say t h e  l e a s t .  S y r­
ia  is  com ple te ly  surrounded b y  
hostile  na tions under U.S. do­
m in a tio n . A rm s obtained fro m  
the Soviet Woe countries are 
no th in g  compared to  the m i l i ­
ta ry  pow er o f the surround ing 
countries, a llied, as they are, to 
the im p e r ia lis t powers, B r ita in , 
F rance and the U n ited  ¡States.

S y r ia ’s on ly  re liab le  defense 
is the  p o p u la rity  i t  has won 
among the A ra b  masses by its  
stand o f independence against a ll 
im p e ria lis t powers. The A ra b  
na tiona l independence movement 
is, indeed, the on ly  force th a t 
holds in check the aggressive 
designs o f the im p e ria lis ts  and 
th e ir  puppets.

S y ria  is one o f the few' p a r­
lia m e n ta ry  democracies in  t h e  
M ideast. F a r fro m  be ing  a Com­
m u n is t reg im e, i t  is  based on 
business and landed in te rests. 
Accord ing  to  the B r it is h  la bo r 
jo u rn a lis t, P au l Johnson, S yria  
“ has achieved m ore than  any 
o ther M iddle E astern sta te  since 
the wra r . . .  B a s i c  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
p roduc tion  has been tr ip le d , the 
na tiona l income has risen b y  120

ia n  newspapers th a t were a t­
ta c k in g  K in g  Hussein ’s b loody 
ru le . Jordan repo rted ly  th re a t­
ened a “ reso rt to  arm s.”  The 
en tire  press o f iSyria, in c lud in g  
the r ig h t-w in g  paper A1 Sham, 
denounced the Jordan th re a t in  
a n g ry  term s, c a llin g  i t  a  “ H it-  
le rish , w a rlik e  u lt im a tu m ”  and 
a “ nervous breakdow n act.”

Now comes E isenhower’s th re a t 
o f w a r against S yria . A nd i f  th a t 
doesn’t  get the  E isenhower A d ­
m in is tra tio n  w ha t i t  wants, i t  
m ig h t seriously  consider an ac­
tu a l w a r under the  p o w e r s  
granted by Congress last w in te r.
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lite  and Z inov iev ite  “ deviato i's,”  
to be sure, who sought to  op­
pose the general line  and whom 
one can even suspect o f having- 
assassinated K iro v . ‘ ‘B u t th a t is 
a ll one can learn  about them. 
Thus there were n e v e r  any 
tr ia ls , purges o r counter-purges 
in  1985 - 3d.”  As  f o r  S ta lin , 
the m anual m entions him  only 
fo u r tim es a fte r  1925. I t  cites 
his e lection to  the general sec­
re ta r ia t, his speech o f June 22, 
1941 fo llo w in g  the Nazi in va ­
sion o f the Soviet Union, his 
p a rtic ip a tion  a t the Y a lta  con­
ference and his death.

The m anua l s im p ly  expunges 
eve ry th ing  fro m  the record th a t 
Khrushchev and Co. f in d  con­
trove rs ia l o r emlbarrassinig du r-


