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Eisenhower Pushes Biggest 
U.S. Peacetime' War Budget

The CP Faction Fight
By Harry Ring

On Feb. 9-12, the Com m unist 
P a rty  o f the U.S. w ill meet in 
convention. The ga the ring  w ill 
be dom inated by a fa c tio n  f ig h t  
between the  Gates and Foster 
tendencies.

The Khruschev reve la tions a t 
the 20th Congress o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty  o f the Soviet 
U n ion  la s t year no t on ly p ro ­
duced a c r is is  in  the ranks o f 
the  Am erican CP, b u t served to  
end a decade o f uneasy “ coexis t­
ence”  between the P a r ty ’s N a t ’l  
Com m ittee and its  N a tion a l 
C hairm an, W ill ia m  Z. F oster 
W hen E a r l B row der was booted 
ou t in  1946, F os te r assumed the 
t i tu la r  leadership o f the p a rty  
b u t the decisive con tro l rested 
w ith  those who had prev ious ly  
com prised B row der's  m achine in  
the leadership. Supported by a 
fe w  o ld -tim e associates, F oste r 
rem ained in c o n flic t w ith  the rest 
o f the com m ittee  fo r  fu l l  con tro l 
o f  the p a r ty ’s com ple te ly bu> 
reaiucratizcd apparatus.

W ith  the post-20th Congress 
developments, these power-seek 
in g  cliques emerged before the 
m em bership as the Gates and 
F oste r tendencies. M eanwhile, 
m any in  the ranks, now «recog­
n iz in g  th a t S ta lin ism  and Len in ­
ism  were d if fe r in g  and c o n flic t­
in g  conceptions, were t ry in g  to 
f in d  the ,way ¡back to  the  authen­
t ic  Lenin ism  as the so lu tion  to  
the ¡Party c ris is .

Those members seeking a re ­
tu rn  to LeniTust c r ite r ia  were p u t 
in  the position  o f hav ing  to  de­
te rm ine  i f  e ith e r o f the leader­
sh ip  could advance the p a rty  in 
the d irec tion  o f Lenin ism .
B O TH  F E A R  R A N K S

B oth  F oste r .'and Gates re ­
vealed the inde lib le  stam p o f long 
years o f S ta lin is t po litics . N e ithe r 
was w ill in g  to make a fu l l  and 
honest appra isa l o f the past. 
N e ith e r w ould c le a rly  spe ll ou t 
the  p o lit ic a l p la tfo rm  on which 
he stood. N e ith e r tendency dared 
•entrust reso lu tion o f the  p a r ty  

■ c ris is  to dem ocratic process 
the organ iza tion , 

v T h rou gh  the mechanics o f pre- 
■senting a com prom ise d ra f t  res­
o lu tio n  fo r  t iie  convention, both 
tendencies sought to avo id hav­
in g  the disputed Question se ttled  
by the dem ocratic decision o f the 
.membership. They feared th a t 
such a precedent w ould encourage 
the fo rm a tio n  o f independent 
g roup ings in  the ranks advancing 
p la tfo rm s  opposed to th a t o f both 
fac tio ns  in the leadership.

The G ates-tendency, w ith  con­
t ro l o f the D a ily  W orker, was 
the  f i r s t  to  appear before the 
m em bership. I t  gave CP ranks

the in it ia l im pression o f throw-1 dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f the member- 
in g  o f f  past submission to  the ship.
K re m lin . The D a ily  W o rke r ex- In  h is bid fo r  power, F oste r 
pressed shock a t the. reve la tions employed a d iffe re n t s tra tegy . I t
o f (S talin ’s crimes. I t  apologized 
fo r  its  defense o f these crim es, 
p ledging th a t henceforth  i t  would 
speak ou t unequivocally aga inst 
such m onstrous deeds as fram e- 
up t r ia ls  and persecution o f the 
Jew ish people.

The D a ily  W orke r ha iled the 
ascendancy o f G om ulka to  power 
in  Poland and came to  deplore 
K re m lin  in te rven tion  in  H ungary . 
I t  decl'ared fo r  an end to  bureau­
c ra tic  m isru le  in  the OP a lthough 
i t  was he lp ing  to  prop i t  up. 
Thus, the Gates fac tio n  sought 
to  recommend its e lf  to  the p a r ty  
ranks fo r  such L e n in is t a ttr ib u te s  
as independent th in k in g , speaking 
the  t ru th  and sup po rting  the

consisted essentia lly  o f le tt in g  
the adversary ge t ou t on 'a lim b, 
the n  t r y in g  to saw the lim b  o ff. 
F o r a  m onth  a f te r  the K h rush - 
shev reve la tions, w h ile  the 
p a r ty  was in  a seething tu rm o il 
and h is fa c tio n a l opponents were 
ta k in g  a stand, F os te r m ain ta ined 
a pub lic  silence.

F in a lly , in  the M arch 16 D a ily  
W orke r, he emerged to  declare: 
“ O ur task is ne ithe r to rush in ­
d ig n a n tly  to the defense o f S ta­
lin  no r to te a r h im  to  p o lit ic a l 
shreds, as some, in  our ranks are 
inc lined to  do.”

F oste r was able to w in  the 
support o f m any o f those mem 
ber's who sought a road back to

Lenin. He d id  so in  la rge  meas­
ure n o t because he campaigned 
fo r  a program , bu t because the 
Gates fac tio n  was ra p id ly  demon­
s tra t in g  th a t w hatever i t  had to 
o ffe r  on the side o f p a r ty  de­
mocracy was outweighed by its  
steady r ig h tw a rd  evo lu tion . The 
Gates proposal fo r  tra n s fo rm in g  
the CP in to  a B row der-type “ po­
li t ic a l -association”  was recog­
nized by w o rk e r-m ilita n ts  as liq ­
u ida ting  any vestige o f the Len 
in is t  concept o f  a revo lu tiona ry  
p a rty . H is  increas ing ly  conc ilia ­
to ry  a tt itu d e  to w a rd  the Social 
Democracy and the lunion bureau­
cracy c lea rly  revealed a h igh 
s e n s it iv ity  to  the Jpressure o f cap­
i ta l is t  pub lic  op in ion.

Gates lo s t fu r th e r  ground when 
i t  became apparent th a t he was 

(Continued fro m  page 2)

Right Wing Socialist Groups 
Unified in N. Y. Convention
By Myra Tanner Weiss 

J A N . 23 —  The Socia lis t P a rty  
and p a rt o f the  Social Dem ocratic 
Federation merged in to  one o r­
gan iza tion  a t a na tiona l conven­
t io n  held in  New Y o rk  C ity  Jan. 
18 and 19. The Jew ish S ocia lis t 
Verband, la rg e s t section o f the 
SDF, rem ained outside o f the  
un ifica tion . In  addition, the  Cen­
t ra l Com m ittee o f the  'New Y o rk  
C ity  SDF voted 41-9 in  opposi­
t ion  to  the m erger w ith  the  SP 
and announced th a t the  conven­
t io n  was “ ir re g u la r, un au th o riz ­
ed and in v a lid .”

The convention was attended 
by few e r than a hundred who 
claimed delegate’s sta tus, w ith  
the SDF b rin g in g  to the  SP a 
na tiona l membership o f less than

a hundred. The new organ iza­
tion , u n t il the  n e x t re g u la r ly  
scheduled convention, w i l l  be 
called the S oc ia lis t P arty-S oc ia l 
D em ocratic Federation.

G A IT S K E L L  A B S E N T
U n like  the u ltra -conse rva tive  

r ig h t  w inge rs  in  the SDF who 
snubbed the u n ity  convention, the 
leadership o f the sm all ' le f t-w in g ’ 
in  the S oc ia lis t P a rty  th a t had 
also opposed the m erger cap i­
tu la ted , entered the u n ity  con­
vention, even com prom is ing its  
la s t and f in a l demand, th a t the 
new organ iza tion  Call i ts e lf  the 
S ocia lis t P a rty .

H ugh G aitske ll, C hairm an o f 
the B r it is h  Labor P a rty , had 
been scheduled to  address the

State Department “Socialism”
The following is an excerpt from the “Memorandum 

of Understanding” arrived at between the Socialist 
Party and the Social Democratic Federation prior to 
their Jan. 18-19 unity convention in New York:

“ (The point program! must not be based on the 
illusion that peace can be achieved by appeasement of 
the Communist imperialism that threatens the world’s 
peace and freedom. . . We realize that until universal, 
enforceable disarmament can be achieved, tlhe free 
world and its democratically established military agen­
cies must be constantly on guard against the military 
¿lrive of the Communist dictators.”

Arms Inflation Hikes Tax Steal 
To Record $86 Billion a Year

convention,. However, the  cabinet 
c ris is  o f E ng land ’s im p e r ia lis t 
governm ent requ ired th a t  G a it­
ske ll, as head o f her m a je s ty ’s 
o ff ic ia l opposition p a rty , re tu rn  
in  haste fo r  consu lta tions w ith  
the queen o f the B r it is h  em pire.

S t ill,  the  convention was no t 
le f t  w ith o u t its  d ign ita rie s . The 
m ayor o f M ilw aukee, F ra n k  
Z e id lcr, was the re  to  de live r the 
keynote address. The m ayor was 
also elected N a tio n a l C ha irm an 
o f the  new o rg an iza tio n  w ith  
D a r lin g to n  Hdopes and Louis 
Goldberg as V ice Chairm en.

In  a s ta tem ent issued by the 
U n ity  Convention, the m erger is 
described as “ p r im a r ily  the re su lt 
o f ou r tu rb u le n t e ra  —  p ro fo un d ly  
changed social, economic and in ­
te rna tion a l developments —  ju s t  
as the o r ig in a l s p lit  between the 
S ocia lis t P a rty  and the  Social 
Dem ocratic F edera tion  its e lf  
g rew  ou t o f events o f tw e n ty  
years ago. . . events and c ircum ­
stances have made u n ity  between 
the SP and the SD F n o t on ly  
possible b u t im pera tive .”

R E A L  STORY O F S P L IT
T h is was appa ren tly  as close 

as the convention could come to 
an exp lanation  o f  the “ h is to ric  
s ign ificance”  o f the  m erger. The 
“ events o f tw e n ty  years ago”  
th a t led to  the s p lit  ac tu a lly  
consisted o f an upsurge o f the 
A m erican  w o rk in g  class th a t 

(C ontinued on page 3)

SWP to Run 
Cowley for 
N. Y. Mayor

N E W  Y O R K , Jan. 20— E n te r­
in g  the 1957 New Y o rk  C ity  elec­
tio n  cam paign w ith  a c lear ca ll 
fo r  independent w ork ing-c lass 
p o lit ic a l action, the New  Y ork  
Local o f the S ocia lis t W orkers  
P a r ty  nom inated Joyce Cowley 
fo r  M ayor a t a convention la s t 
Sunday. M rs . Cowley was the 
p a rty 's  candidate fo r  U.S. Sen­
a to r in  the 1956 elections.

D u rin g  her cam paign la s t fa ll,  
she presented the p a r ty ’s p ro ­
g ra m  a t m any m any fo rum s, N e­
g ro  churches, rad io  debates and 
symposiums, T V  appearances and 
in te rv iew s. She plans a s im ila r ly  
energetic campaiign fo r  the m ay­
o r a l t y  race.

M rs. Cowley is an active p a r­
tic ip a n t in the s tru g g le  to  in te ­
g ra te  New Y o rk  c ity  schools. 
(¡See s to ry  page fo u r.)  She has 
¡¡Iso w r it te n  a rtic les  exposing the 
Santana fram e-up  (a  case in  
w h ich a P uerto  Rican youth was 
ra ilroaded  to  prison on a 25-year 
sentence) and spoke aga ins t the 
in ju s tic e  over TV .

In  announcing M rs. Cow ley’s 
candidacy, Tom  K e rry , New Y o rk  
SW P C ha irm an s ta ted : “ A lth o u g h  
the  c ity  elections are s t i l l  ten 
m onths o ff,  we believe now is the 
tim e  fo r  rad ica l and un ion o r­
gan iza tions to  make plans fo r  
presen ting  w o rd in g  class candi­
dates. I t  is fo r  th is  reason th a t 
we have nom inated M rs. Cowley 
a t th is  tim e. We are ready, how­
ever, to  discuss any o the r p ro ­
posal fo r  advancing independent 
w ork ing-c lass p o lit ic a l action 
aga inst B ig-Business dom ination 
o f New Y o rk  C ity .

“ We s tro n g ly  recommend Joyce 
Cowley to  the socia list-m inded 
w orkers and youth o f New Y ork  
as w e ll as to  the c ity ’s en tire  
w o rk in g  class. She w ill be cam ­
pa ign ing  on a socia lis t p la tfo rm  
o f opposition to  A m erican im ­
p e ria lism ’s w a r plans, o f support 
to  the Negro people in the South 
and the N o rth , fo r  support to  the 
s trugg le  o f w o rk in g  people 
aga ins t in fla t io n  and sub-stand­
ard  wages, and fo r  the bu ild ing  
o f a labor p a rty .”

By The Editors

For the second1 year in  a row, President 
Eisenhower has proposed the largest 
peacetime m ilita ry  budget in  h is tory. 
F o rty -five  billion dollars, o r roughly two 
th irds  o f the entire budget fo r the fiscal 
year beginning next Ju ly, w ill be spent 
in the United States and abroad to prepare 
fo r nuclear war. Another ten percent or 
$7.4 billion w ill go d irectly in to  the coffers 
o f big corporations, banks and insurance 
companies as “ in terest”  on the national 
debt.

The spending budget is given as $71.9 
billion, or a $2.9 b illion  increase over the 
current year. The amount o f taxes taken 
out o f,the  economy, however w ill be $85.9 
billion, since special taxes on highways, 
social security, etc. are not listed in  the 
budget, and since there w ill be a $1.8 b il­
lion surplus fo r  “ re tirem ent”  o f the na­
tional debt. This means th a t more than 
25% o f the national income w ill go in  
taxes to the federal government alone.

B ig business spokesmen are decrying 
Eisenhower’s fa ilu re  to curb the federal 
government’s tax bite, and even Secretary 
o f the Treasury Humphrey, said th a t i f  
thp trend continues the country w ill h ^ e  
“ a depression tha t would curl your ha ir.” ; 
The Jan. 17 Wall Street Journal, in  agree­
ing w ith  Humphrey, suggests cuts in  
school building funds, medical care and 
research, veterans nospitals, and soil and 
water conservation projects. Neither the 
Journal, nor Humphrey, nor any other 
spokesmen fo r B ig Business, propose any 
real cuts in m ilita ry  spending. Yet i t  is 
precisely tha t section o f the 'budget which 
is in fla tiona ry  and which accounts fo r 
over $2 billion of the increase in  the 
proposed budget over tha t o f the current 
year.

tion plus veterans’ medical care and hos- 
pitals.

According to the budget message, these 
“ vastly superior weapons have a profound 
impact on the size and composition o f the 
m ilita ry  budget.”  New “ A tom ic Support 
Commands”  are being formed to “ provide 
nuclear f ire  power support fo r  our allies 
in  Europe, the Middle East, and pertiaps 
the F ar East,”  says the Jan. 20 New York 
Times.

The new budget reveals the meaning o f 
the “ Eisenhower Doctrine”  fo r  the Middle 
East. B y replacing Great B rita in  and 
France in  tha t area, U.S. capitalism is 
more and more revealing its  true  nature 
as the chief organizer of im peria lis t 
counter-revolution. I t  confronts the A rab 
revolution fo r national independence as 
an irreconcilable foe. The “Doctrine” gives 
the Big Business rulers of this country 
Che power to order armed intervention 
against the colonial revolution without 
consulting Congress or the people. The 
budget makes it unmistakably clear that 
full-scale, cold-blooded preparations for, 
the use of atom and hydrogen weapons in 
such intervention is now underway.

All for Destruction
This whopping increase is entirely 

devoted to the procurement of ghastly 
new weapons of mass destruction —  
nuclear and thermo-nuclear bombs and 
missiles, and devices to utilize them. The 
money to be spent on guided missiles 
alone is more than the entire amount 
earmarked for public education, plus 
public health, plus soil and water conserva­

■ I t  is the duty o f the American labor 
movement to oppose the atomic war 
budget w ith  all its  strength. In  the f ir s t  
place the budget provides only a pittance 
fo r social w elfare; i t  robs the American 
people of its  r ig h t to use the country ’s 
resources to build a better life  fo r a l l ; i t  
fa ils  to provide fo r the burning needs o f 
education, housing, health and public con­
struction. Secondly, the budget proposes 
to utilize the wealth produced by A m eri­
can workers and farm ers to deliver atomic 
death and destruction to  the insurgent 
colonial peoples who are r ig h tfu lly  f ig h t­
ing fo r the ir freedom.

The fact that both Big Business parties, 
1/he Republicans and the Democrats, are 
uniting behind the Eisenhower budget, 
is a bitter reminder that American labor 
is still without its own political party to 
represent its own political interests. W ith­
out such a party the billionaire monopol­
ists continue to call the tune in Washing­
ton and the working people cannot have an 
effective means of opposing them.

White Students Joining 
Negro-Bus Boycotters

In tro d u c to ry  O ffe r

A Six-Month Subscription
TO TH E M IL IT A N T  ' 

Only $1
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New  Y o rk  3, N . Y .

By Vincent Grey I succeed in  b re ak ing  down the  
A lm o s t buried in  the  ca p ita lis t racia l. b a rrie rs  erected by  an op­

press la s t week was the re p o rt P ass ive  ru l in g  class. The s tru g - 
Pf the  h is to ric  act o f  tw e n ty  I « le o f the NeSro  PeoPle  has won 
w h ite  F lo rida  S tate U n iv e rs ity ! the ad m ira tio n  o f a l l class-con- 
students in  Tallahassee jo in in g  ®clous w orkers. B u t th is  m agm - 
the N egro  In te r-C iv ic  Council’s ficent / lguht IS directed no t on ly  
d rive  fo r  f u l l  in te g ra tio n  on c ity  a? a ins t *he repressive- measures 
buses o f a ru l in g  class, b u t aga inst

They attended the ICC  mass 'prejudices o f w h ite  v ic tim s  
p ro te s t ra l ly  aga inst segregation o1' . class oppression I t  is  
on Jan. 17. W indows on tw o  o f a fo r  w h ite  a llies by the
th e ir  cars were smashed by w h ite , ve ry  na ture  o f the f , g h t  
hoodlums w h ile  the m eeting was lM ILL1C N S W IL L  A m  
go ing  on. A  day o r tw o  la te r, s ix 1
N egro and w h ite  students were The se lf- in te re s t o f a m a jo r ity  
a rrested fo r  v io la t in g  segrega- o f w h ites m ust eve n tua lly  com- 
tio n  ru les  on the buses. These pel them  to come to  the aid o f 
ru les are s t i l l  imposed despite the em battled Negro people. T h is  
a Supreme C o u rt decision ou t- fo rce  is made up o f m illio n s  o f j 
la w in g  bus segregation . I w h ite  w orkers  —  especially

A fte rw a rd , d e fy in g  th rea ts  o f those who belong, alongside th e ir  
expulsion fro m  the college, the Negro union bro thers  and s is te rs 
g ro u p  signed a le tte r  in  the  to  the organized labo r move- 
s tudent newspaper c a llin g  upon ment. W h ite  w orkers  cannot e f-  
the s tudent body to support the  fe c tiv e ly  fo rce  the cap ita lis ts  
in te g ra tio n  movement. I to  pay them  h ig h e r wages w h ile

U p to now, there  have been they  are d ivided by J im  Crow 
o n ly  in d iv id u a l cases o f s o lid a r ity  fro m  N e g r o  w orkers . T h is  
by w h ites  in  the  South fo r  the lesson has a lready been learned 
an ti-seg rega tion  s trugg le . The to a substantia l degree in  the 
student action is a rea l “ f i r s t , ”  N o r th  and w i l l  be assim ila ted by 
a genu ine . “ b reak-th rough .”  I w o rkers  in  the South. _ (See 

I t  is  on ly  the jo in t  action o f “ Good News F rom  Texas”  on 
N egro  and w h ite  th a t can f in a lly ,  page fo u r.)

S tudents ve ry  o ften  move 
fa s te r  in  chang ing th e ir  op in ions 
th a t do the  w orkers . Thereby 
they  can an tic ip a te  the  com ing 
movements o f the w o rk in g  class. 
In  th is ' case, the  students o f 
F lo r id a  S tate who jo ined in  d e fy ­
in g  segregation are a n tic ip a tin g  
the  com ing u n ity  o f w h ite  and 
N egro  w o rkers  in  the South.

T rue, the  students’ action m ay 
a t f i r s t  an tagonize the m a jo r ity  
o f w h ites. B u t i t  is  such a 
courageous act th a t  i t  w i l l  make 
i t  easier fo r  the n e x t step o f 
w h ile  s o lid a rity  to  be taken, and 
s t i l l  easier fo r  the ne x t step a f te r  
th a t.

The J im  C row  system o f the 
South does no t re s t on ly  upon the 
c rue l and reac tiona ry  le ga l 
system, b u t m ore im m ed ia te ly  
upon social pressure and upon 
te rro r. A n y  tim e  a whole g roup  
o f w h ites defies th is  social pres­
sure and the th rea ts  o f the K K K , 
the u g ly  system its e lf  is  the reby 
weakened.

In  th is  ¡slense, the  students ' 
action no t on ly  an tic ipa tes, b u t 
begins a new phase of, the  N egro  
s trugg le , —  th a t o f w in n in g  
Southern w h ites as active  p a r­
tic ip a n ts  in  i t .

the  p ropos ition : F o r o r aga inst 
G om ulka?

There were no opposition p a r­
ties o r candidates on the ba llo t. 
A l l  had been approved by Go­
m ulka. A l l  were on the coa lition  
sla te o f the N a tio n a l F ro n t  in  
the fo llo w in g  p ro po rtions : Com­
m un is t P a r ty  —  50% , Peasant 
P a rty  —  25% , Dem ocratic P a rty  
—  10%, the rem a inder being un­
a ff ilia te d . The election d iffe re d  
fro m  the usual s ing le  slate a f­
fa ir ,  however, in  th a t the N a­
tio n a l .F ron t p u t fo r th  720 can­
didates fo r  4d9 6eats in  p a r lia ­
m ent. The v o te r .  could choose 
among them  by crossing o f f  
names. F o r example, in  a d is tr ic t  
en title d  to fo u r  seats, there m ig h t 
appear on the ba llo t the names 
o f seven candidates. Crossing ou t 
the names o f the top three would 
g ive the votes to the la s t fo u r  
candidates. A n  unm arked ba llo t 
would be a vote fo r  the f i r s t  fo u r  
names.

W h ile  the am ount o f crossing 
ou t varied  fro m  d is tr ic t  to  dis­
t r ic t ,  appa ren tly  i t  was nowhere 
heavy o r concerted enough to  de­
fe a t any o f the top  tw o -th ird s  
o f the s la te . Thus G om ulka has 
been g iven his popu lar “ vote o f 
confidence,”  a coa litio n  in  the 
exact p ropo rtions  he asked and 
a hand-picked pa rliam en t.

“ G O M U L K A  OR T A N K S ”
T he o v e rrr id in g  issue o f the 

cam paign was th a t  o f re la tions 
w ith  the USSR. H ow  to  safe­
guard  the concessions forced 
fro m  the K re m lin  since the be­
g in n in g  o f the p o lit ic a l revo lu ­
tio n  in  October and to  extend 
them  w ith o u t b r in g in g  on a 
massive in te rven tion  by the  Rus­
sian a rm y preoccupies the m inds 
o f the P olish people. Gom ulka 
cla im s th a t he alone can w a lk  the 
t ig h t  rope and th a t the choice in 

(C ontinued  on page 2)

Pro-Gomulka Vote 
Masks Continued 
Conflicts in Poland

„Hit
By George Lavan

JAN . 22 —  The Polish people went to  the polls on 
Jan. 20 and gave Premier Wladyslaw Gomulka w hat he 
had asked fo r —  an overwhelming show o f support.

Between 90 and % %  o f e l ig i­
ble Poles v o lu n ta r ily  cast ba l­
lo ts. T h is  p a rtic ip a tio n  compares 
favo ra b ly , o r even exceeds, the 
tu rno u ts  achieved in the 1952 and 
previous elections when police 
measures were employed to ge t 
ou t the  vote.

Secondly, crossing names of 
C om m unist P a rty  candidates o f f  
the b a llo t was no t widespread 
enough to defeat any o f the 450 
candidates favo red  by Gomulka. 
The specter o f mass deletions o f 
names fro m  the ba llo t, c o n s titu t­
ing lukew arm  support, o r even a 
repud ia tion , o f the new Polish 
Tegime, had b ro ug h t election-eve 
pleas by Gom ulka a*hd his fo llo w ­
ers th a t crossing ou t on the ba l­
lo t  was tan tam oun t to  crossing 
Poland o f f  the map. T h a t these 
pleas were e ffec tive  is demon­
s tra ted  by the resu lts.

This atmosphere, iplus the 
mechanics of the voting itself, 
made the election a plebiscite on

Labor’sDuty
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Events Refute Draft Resolution 
O f CP on ^Co-Existence77

By Harry Ring

W hile  sha rp ly  d ivided on o the r issues, the 
ieadersh ip  o f  the  C om m unist .Party stands 
un ited on the  m ain p o lit ic a l line  o f the  d ra ft  
reso lu tion  w h ich i t  has presented fo r  adoption 
at the P a rty 's  fo rthco m ing  convention. T h rou gh ­
ou t the  pre-convention discussion both the 
Foster and Gates w ings o f the N a tion a l Com­
m ittee  has s tud iously  avoided the fa c t th a t 

/the ir d ra ft  reso lu tion, w r itte n  on ly  fo u r m onths 
ago, has already fa iled  the tes t o f events.

The cen tra l thesis o f the reso lu tion  is  th a t 
W o rld  W a r I I I  can be averted by “ peaceful 
co-existence”  between im peria lism  and the non­
c a p ita lis t w o rld . The reso lu tion  contends th a t  
the  perspective o f such co-existence is now 
rea lizab le  because a decisive change a lleged ly 
occurred in  the  w o rld  s itu a tio n  in  1955 when 
" th e  E isenhower ad m in is tra tio n  was compelled 
to  drop its  opposition to  g re a t power nego tia ­
tions, meet w ith  the Soviet U n ion  a t Geneva, 
and fo rm a lly  renounce the use o f fo rce  to 
resolve d iffe rences.”

The reso lu tion  adds th a t “ the pressures th a t 
b ro u g h t E isenhower to the S um m it m eeting 
are today s trong e r then ever. They are p ro ­
ducing an ‘ agon iz ing  reapp ra isa l’ on the  p a r t 
o f B ig  Business and o f various p o lit ic a l circles. 
I t  is w ide ly  recognized th a t  the  b a n k ru p t and 
dangerous D u lles ’ d ip lom acy o f ‘massive 
re ta lia tio n ’ and ‘b r in k  o f w a r ’ has b ro u g h t 
A m erican p res tige  to  a new low ,”  et<?.

IS  L E N IN  O U TM O D E D ?
F rom  th is  flow s  the reso lu tion ’s m a in  con­

c lus ion : “ The prospect has opened up o f b r in g ­
in g  the cold w a r to  an end and ushering  in  a 
new era o f peaceful co-existence and com peti­
t io n  o f d iffe re n t social system s.”  F o r the au­
tho rs  o f the reso lu tion , Geneva proved th a t 
L e n in ’s theo ry  o f w a r be ing inev itab le  under 
cap ita lism  and being e ffe c tiv e ly  fo u g h t on ly  by 
the  w o rk in g  class s trugg le  fo r  socialism  was 
outmoded.

U n fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  the authors, the  “ s p ir it  o f 
Geneva”  was aJready ra p id ly  evapo ra ting  when 
they  w ro te  the  reso lu tion. The declaration o f the 
E isenhower D octrine  now b rin g s  th is  “ s p ir i t ”  
v ir tu a lly  to  the  van ish ing  po in t. The present 
schemes o f the A d m in is tra tio n  to  conta in  the 
A ra b  independence movement and to  establish 
th e  dom ination  o f W a ll S tree t in  the  M iddle 
E ast b rings  us closer to  the “ b r in k ”  than  did 
previous bellicose moves by Dulles.

F a r  fro m  "b r in g in g  the cold w a r to  an end,”  
E isenhow er’s s a b e r-ra tt lin g  in a u g u ra l address 
and the s taggering  new m il i ta ry  budget m a rk  
an acceleration o f the  cold w a r aga inst the 
co lon ia l revo lu tion . W h ile  W a ll S tree t m ig h t 
execute ye t another Geneva-type tac tica l s h ift ,  
i t  shoud be clear th a t the trend o f developm ent 
does no t resemble in  the s ligh te s t a n y th in g  
pro jected in  the d ra ft  reso lu tion.

R E JE C T  C LA S S -S T R U G G LE  T H E O R Y
The discrepancy between the analysis and the  

re a lity  is no t s im p ly  a m a tte r o f a fa u lty  
estim ate o f a p a rtic u la r  stage in  a com plex 
w o rld  s itua tion . The reso lu tion  fa ils  to  an­
tic ip a te  and cannot s a tis fa c to r ily  e xp la in  the  
present in te rn a tio n a l developm ents because i t  
de libe ra te ly  avoids a sc ie n tific  exam ination  o f 
the  class forces w h ich  shape them.

The au thors  o f the  reso lu tion  cannot 
acknowledge th a t ab id ing  in te rn a tio n a l class 
s tru g g le  is the basic fa c to r  m aking  fo r  cold 
w a r, because such an approach w ould sha tte r 
th e ir  cen tra l p lank  o f a “ people’s s trugg le  to 
un fo ld  the new era o f peacefu l co-existence and 
end the cold w a r a lto ge th e r.”  T h is  derives fro m  
an "a na lys is ”  w’h ich holds th a t “ the danger o f 
w a r has considerab ly subsided'. T h is  is  the m ain 
fea tu re  o f the present s itu a tio n .”

The reso lu tion a ttem pts  to  balance o f f  th is  
"m a in  fe a tu re ”  o f th e  s itua tion  by also n o tin g  
th a t “ the b ig  tru s ts  and corpora tions (have 
n o t) given up th e ir  a im  o f w o rld  dom ination .”  
H ere we have a correct s ta tem ent o f fa c t. B u t 
fro m  i t  the  reso lu tion  tr ie s  to  draw  the un-

w a rran ted  conclusion th a t the pressure o f the 
Soviet o rb it, the  co lon ia l w o rld  and the  A m e ri­
can people can comp«l the  b ig  tru s ts  and 
corpora tions to  abandon th e ir  a im  o f  w o rld  
dom ination  and accept the  need to  d w e ll in  
peaceful co-existence w ith  the non-cap ita lis t 
w orld .

The post-Geneva events have served to  to r ­
pedo th is  illu s o ry  theo ry  th a t a durable "e ra ”  
o f peaceful co-existence is  possible. The a im  
o f U.S. im peria lism  to  ru le  the globe is not 
s im p ly  the sub jective asp ira tion  o f power- 
d runk  tycoons. F a r  more decisive is  the  fa c t  
th a t  such g loba l dom ination  is an organ ic need 
o f U.S. im p e ria lism  in  the era o f the d is in ­
teg ra tio n  o f w o rld  cap ita lism .

G R IM  CHO ICES
W ith  the res t o f the c a p ita lis t w o rld  a lready 

in  advanced state o f decay, A m erican  im p e ria l­
ism ’s u ltim a te  hope o f su rv iva l is  to  smash 
the  co lon ia l revo lu tion  and to  restore  ca p ita l­
ism  where i t  has been abolished. W a ll S tree t 
knows i t  m ay n o t su rv ive  another w a r. B u t i t  
a"Uo knows th a t i t  is  doomed i f  i t  fa ils  to  stem 
the r is in g  a n ti-c a p ita lis t tide . A s  h is to ry  has 
a lready dem onstrated, when th e ir  backs are to  
the  w a ll, the cap ita lis ts  w i l l  r is k  War as the 
a lte rn a tive  to f in a l loss o f  power.

The “ Geneva, s p ir i t ”  can be co rre c tly  under­
stood on ly  w ith in  the  con text o f these choices 
con fro n tin g  A m erican im peria lism . W a ll S tree t 
did n o t go to  Geneva to  nego tia te  a s e ttle ­
m ent o f “ d iffe rences.”  The a im  o f im p e ria lism  
a t Geneva was to  explore the p o s s ib ility  o f  a 
p a rtia l-  truce  in  the cold w a r in  o rder to  im ­
prove its  position fo r  the  h o t w a r w h ich  the 
.surge o f the colon ia l peoples had forced i t  to  
postpone.

Geneva did  no t mean —  as the  reso lu tion  
cotitends —  th a t U.S: B ig  Business was beg in­
n ing  to  accept the idea th a t W o rld  W a r I I I  
had to  be called o f f  fo r  good. I f  th a t had re a lly  
been the m eaning o f Geneva then new pres­
sures would have forced the A m erican ca p ita l­
is t ru le rs  even fu r th e r  down the road o f “ co­
existence.”

Instead, when the A ra b  revo lu tion  fo r  na­
tio n a l independence s tru ck  w ith  such fo rce  a t 
Suez, the im p e ria lis t dem onstrated the y  could 
n o t and w ould no t nego tia te  the A ra b  demand 
fo r  a fu r th e r  measure o f na tiona l independence. 
T h a t is w hy  the  B r it is h  and French, aided by 
the Is ra e li governm ent, took the desperate 
p lunge o f a K orean -type  “ police action .”  A nd 
th a t is w h y  W ash ing ton in tervened w ith  the 
E isenhower D octrine  aim ed a t rep la c ing  B r it is h  
and F rench im p e ria lism  w ith  w h a t i t  hopes 
w i l l  be a m ore e ffec tive  show o f s treng th .

Geneva c e rta in ly  dem onstrated th a t the  
w o rld  re la tio nsh ip  o f forces has tu rned  s teàd ily  
aga inst im p e ria lism . B u t i t  is  a pern ic ious 
d is to rtio n  o f re a lity  to p o r tra y  th is  developm ent 
as p ro o f th a t i t  is possible to  g ra d u a lly  dispose 
o f im p e r ia lis t ru le  th rou gh  “ a new era’  o f 
peaceful co-existence and com pe tition  o f d i f ­
fe re n t social system s.”  *

R E T U R N  TO L E N IN ’S T E A C H IN G S !
The fa lse  K re m lin  “ th e o ry ”  th a t the w a r 

drive  aga ins t the Soviet U n ion  and the colon ia l 
peoples is no lo ng er in he ren t in  im p e ria lism  —  
and the p o lit ic a l line  o f the d ra f t  reso lu tion  
w h ich  flo w s  fro m  th is  “ th e o ry ”  —  can ne ithe r 
p re d ic t the course o f im p e r ia lis t developm ent 
o r aid the w o rkers  and co lon ia l people o f the 
w o rld  ir l th e ir  s tru g g le  fo r  em ancipation and 
la s tin g  w o rjd  peace.

In  opposition to  the K re m lin  the o ry  o f “ co­
existence”  w ith  im peria lism  stands Len in ’s 
cha rac te riza tion  o f the  present epoch as one o f 
“ im p e ria lis t wars, co lon ia l up ris ings  and p ro le ­
ta r ia n  revo lu tions.”  T h is  cha rac te riza tion  has 
been con firm ed by events. I t  accurate ly  p o r­
tra y s  the  re a lity  and i t  provides the basis fo r  
de fea ting  the w a r plans o f im peria lism  th rou gh  
the indispensable po licy o f revo lu tiona ry  s tru g ­
gle aga inst i t .

The Real Position of
\

Hungarian Communists

Trotsky’s The New Course’
Pioneer P ub lishers).

Revelations o f S talin ’s bloody, capricious and ignor­
ant tyranny, made by Khrushchev to the 20th Congress 
o f the Soviet Communist Party, evoked from  m illions the 
questions: "W h y  d idn ’ t  you do-p 
som eth ing to  stop h im ? ”  and 
“ How could such a m onstrous s it ­
ua tion  come ab ou t? ”

To the f i r s t  question K h ru sh ­
chev and K re m lin  apologists 
th ro u g h o u t the  w o rld  have plead­
ed the b e tte r p a r t  o f v a lo r —  
m ere ly to  have looked a t S ta lin  
oddly, le t  alone oppose h im , 
would have cost K hrushchev o r 
anyone else h is  head, they say. 
The la tte r  question they t r y  to  
artswef w ith  pseudo-psychologi­
cal ta lk :  as S ta lin  g o t o lde r h is 
v a n ity  g rew  u n t il i t  was an a l­
m ost psychopathic obsession. 
Such beggaring  o f the  question 
is  the c u lt o f  the  in d iv idu a l stood 
cn its  head. In  S ta lin ’s ’ li fe tim e  
he was p ic tu red  as a demi-god, 
Since his death he is p ic tu red  as 
an arch-fiend. T h is  is about as en­
lig h te n in g  as the “ w isdom ”  o f the 
peasant elders o f a cen tu ry  ago 
who expla ined Russian h is to ry  in 
te rm s o f “ good”  czars and “ bad”  
czars.

The re p r in t in g  o f T ro ts k y ’S 
"N e w  Course”  is  o f p a rtic u la r

value today in answ ering  the 
questions w h ich  the 20th Con­
gress raised b u t which the Com­
m un is t P a rty  leaders both in the 
USSR and abroad have le f t  un­
answered.

B E G IN N IN G  O F  F IG H T
"T he New Course”  shows th a t 

v a lia n t e ffo r ts  to  stop S ta lin  
were made and th a t p a r t o f th a t 
e f fo r t  was an exp lanation o f the 
process, then ta k in g  place, th a t 
would u n fo rtu n a te ly  cu lm ina te in  
the m onstrous s itu a tio n  described 
by Khrushchev to  the 20th Con­
gress.

W r it te n  in  1923, th is  book was 
T ro ts k y ’s opening move to lance 
the tum or o f bureaucracy which 
had developed w ith in  the p a rty  
and was chang ing i t  fro m  the 
sp irited , dem ocra tic o rgan iza tion  
b u ilt  by Len in  in to  an un th in k in g , 
docile too l o f the apparatus. 
T ro ts k y  and his supporters, who 
came to  be knpwn as the L e ft  
O pposition, continued th is  in n e r 
p a rty  f ig h t  u n t il 1028 by which 
tim e  the .S talin apparatus had

become s tro n g  enough to  exile  
the g re a t re vo lu tio n a ry  leader 
and expel and im prison  the mem­
bers o f the L e f t  O pposition. A n ­
o the r decade witnessed the f u l l  
development o f the  bureaucratic  
reg im e in  the n ig h tm a rish  “ con­
fession”  tr ia ls , an ti-S em itism  and 
conversion o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  in to  a p riv ileged  b u t te r­
ro rized body o f yesmen fo r  the 
K rem lin .

W hen T ro ts k y  w ro te  “ The New  
Course" th is  process was in  its  
ea rly  stages and s t i l l  reversib le. 
T ro ts k y  was to extend and deep­
en h is  analysis o f  the S ta lin  re ­
gim e w ith  the u n fo ld ing  o f events. 
Y e t fo r  a complete understand ing 
o f a social phenomenon one m ust 
study its  beginnings as w e ll as 
its  m a tu r ity . T h is  is w hy  th is  
book is  so use fu l fo r  readers to ­
day.

T ro ts k y , however, was no t 
w r i t in g  The New  Course fo r  h is ­
to rians  and students. I t  was a 
broadside f ire d  a t the degenera­
t ive  elements th a t had ga ined the 
upper hand in the B olshevik P a r­
ty . I t  was the f i r s t  organized 
a tte m p t to  stop w h a t has become 
known to  h is to ry  as S ta lin ism . 
Thus the book is  the record o f 
the opening phase o f a b a ttle  in  
w h ich  the fu tu re  o f  the  Soviet 
U n ion and the Com m unist move-

They Showed New Course Against Stalin

By John Thayer
W as the  re vo lu tio n  in  H u n ­

ga ry  “ an ti-C om m unis t”  as so 
m any A m erican  newspapers pu t 
i f .  John MacCormac, the  New 
Y o rk  T im es correspondent in  
Budapest describes (Jan . 13) 
“ w hat has happened in  H u n g a ry ”  
as “ a Com m unist-led revo lu tion  
o f  the  w orkers, peasants and in ­
te llec tua ls  aga inst com m unism .”

Bela Kovacs, leader o f the 
S m allho lders P a rty , who jo ined 
th e  N a g y  cab inet w h ich  was 
deposed by  Russian tanks, to ld  
a correspondent fo r  R eporte r 
m agazine (Dec. 13, 1956): “ T h is  
was a re vo lu tio n  fro m  the  in ­
side, led by  Com m unists. There 
is n o t a shred o f evidence th a t i t  
was otherw ise.”

A  m ere go ing over o f the  news 
accounts show th a t no t on ly  in 
N a g y ’s governm ent b u t in  the 
f ig h t in g  groups, w o rke rs ’ coun­
c ils , s tudent and in te lle c tu a l o r­
gan iza tions o f men and women, 
who b u t a few  weeks before had 
been members o f the H u ng a ria n  
C om m unis t P a rty , occupied lead­
in g  positions.

T o  take b u t one example. A  
lead ing  ro le  bo th  in  b r in g in g  
th e  H ungarian  a rm y  over to  the 
[people and in  the  subsequent 
f ig h t in g  a g a ins t the Russian 
troops was played by C om m unist 
P a r ty  a rm y  o ffice rs , p a r­
t ic u la r ly  those who were v e t­
erans o f the  Spanish C iv il W ar. 
A m ong these were Col. Pal 
M a le te r (recen tly  condemned to 
death by  K a d a r), who led the 
•heroic defense o f the  K ilia n  B a r­

racks ; G oldstein, who command­
ed a t Pecs; and S ilo, who Com­
manded a t G yor.

The fa c t  o f the m a tte r is  th a t 
on ly  a m in o r ity  o f the  H u n ­
g a ria n  C om m unist P a r ty  sup­
ported the  K re m lin . The m a­
jo r i t y  were in  the  ranks o f the 
freed om -fig h te rs . These were the 
people who made pub lic  bonfires  
o f  th e ir  p a r ty  m em bership cards 
a f te r  the y  had pu lle d  down the 
m onstrous s ta tue  o f  S ta lin . 
They were no t bu rn ing  th e ir  
b e lie f in  tru e  com m unism  (as 
M acCorm ac o f  the  New Y ork  
T im es believes), b u t expressing 
th e ir  ha tred  o f  the  be tra ya l o f 
com m unism  th a t the  K re m lin  
bureaucrats and th e ir  H u ngarian  
stooges represented.

A s  in  Poland, the  re vo lu tio n a ry  
m ovem ent in  H u n g a ry  began in ­
side the C om m unist P a rty  over 
a yea r ago. Courageous w orkers, 
students and in te llec tua ls  secre tly  
organized and spoke o u t in  ever 
bo lder te rm s o f c r it ic is m  and 
condem nation. • The news o f the 
June 28 u p ris in g  in  Poznan, 
Poland, im m ed ia te ly  insp ired  
them  to  action in  H u ng a ry . They 
organized g re a t mass m eetings 
a t w h ich  the  m ost d a rin g  denun­
c ia tions o f the reg im e were 
u tte red . CP leaders who tr ie d  to  
defend the reg im e were shouted 
down. The slogans, “ the p a r ty  
leaders m ust go”  and "b r in g  back 
Im re  N a gy ,”  *w ere launched.

T h is  a g ita tio n  w ith in  the  CP 
fr ig h te n e d  the  leadership in to  
o ffe r in g  up as scapegoats 
P rem ie r M atyas Rakosi, H u n ­
g a ry ’s “ l i t t le  S ta lin ,”  w ho -vVent

in to  ex ile  in  Moscow, and police 
head F arkas, who was expelled. 
B u t the  CP m ilita n ts , who wef-e 
s ta r t in g  a revo lu tion , were n o t 
to  be so easily  appeased. They 
wanted to  g e t r id  o f the  Whole 
K re m lin  system , and the  October 
events in  Poland was the  signa l 
f o r  C om m unist P a r ty  students, 
in te lle c tua ls  and w orkers  fro m  
“ Red Csepel”  to  stage the 
dem onstra tions w h ich  led d ire c tly  
to  the  insu rrec tion .

CsepeJ, the D e tro it o f  H u ng ary , 
an in d u s tr ia l com plex b u ilt  oh 
an is land on the  edge o f .Buda­
pest, go t its  ad jective “ Red”  be­
cause o f  the  lo ng  Com m unist 
tra d it io n  o f its  38,000 w orker». 
F rom  th e  beg inn ing  o f  the  
re vo lu tion  to  th is  day i t  rem ains 
the  p r in c ip a l seat o f resistance 
to  K re m lin  ru le .

B efo re  the  revo lu tio n  the  
H u ngarian  GP had 800,000 m em ­
bers. A f te r  Oct. 23 a lm ost a ll 
save a fe w  thousand irre vocab ly  
compromised bureaucrats and the 
h ig h ly -p a id  secret po lice ( p r i­
vates go t th ree  tim es the  pay 
o f the average w o rke r, o ffice rs  
ten tim es) le f t  the  p a r ty  by 
jo in in g  the  revo lu tion .

The new  K re m lin  - con tro lled 
CP th a t K a d a r is a tte m p tin g  to 
b u ild  ilnde r a new nam e has 
proven a m iserable fiasco. I t  has 
the  hopelessly compromised S ta l­
in is t  bureaucra ts and the secret 
police, b u t fe w  others. These 
others are fo r  the  m ost p a r t  
w eak lings w ho have been co­
erced1 in to  jo in in g  by th rea ts  
th a t  o therw ise the y  w i l l  be f ire d  
fro m  th e ir  jobs.

... Meaning of the Polish Vote
(C ontinued fro m  page 1)

the election was between his po l­
icy  and Russian tanks on the 
stree ts  o f W arsaw .

G om ulka received im p o rta n t 
p re-election support fo r  th is  
c la im  fro m  Chinese P rem ier Chou 
E n -Ia i who v is ite d  W arsaw  in  the 
la s t week o f the cam paign and 
signed a decla ra tion  o f Polish- 
Chinese fr ien dsh ip . A  price was 
pa id fo r  the Chinese support, 
however. T h is  was a pledge o f 
support to the  K adar reg im e in 
H ungary . T h is  puppet reg im e 
was ins ta lled  by the  K re m lin  
a f te r  its  bloody suppression o f a 
re vo lu tion  s im ila r  in  o r ig in  to 
th a t w h ich  b ro ug h t G om ulka to 
power in  Poland. The K adar re ­
g im e is as detested by the Polish 
people as the  H ungarian  people.

A  notable fea tu re  o f the elec­
t io n  was the support g iven Go­
m u lka  by  the . C a tho lic  Church. 
C ard ina l W yszynsk i seconded the 
ge t-ou t-the-vo te  cam paign w ith  
a pasto ra l le tte r  c a llin g  on a ll 
Catholics to  vote. The le tte r  also 
d irected th a t  church services on 
e'.eetiort day be arranged to  fa ­
c il ita te  vo ting .

W yszynS ki’s suppo rt is  in  re ­
tu rn  fo r  concessions made to  h is 
church. A m ong these are res to ra ­
tion  o f C a tho lic  re lig ious  in s tru c ­
t io n  in  the  pub lic  schools, re ­
opening o f C a tho lic  newspapers 
and magazines, lega liza tion  o f 
C a tho lic  p o lit ic a l organ izations 
and acceptance o f some C atholic 
candidates on the sla te  o f the 
N a tion a l F ro n t.

PRO M ISES FOR A L L
G om ulka’s supporters cam­

paigned on the achievements of 
the reg im e th a t appeal to  a ll 
sections o f the  popu la tion . In  ad­
d itio n  to  the measure o f inde­
pendence won fro m  the K rem lin , 
the b e tte r trade  term s w ith  the 
UlSSR, the  re tu rn  fro m  the So­
v ie t U n ion  o f m any Poles long 
he ld there, and the cu rb in g  o f 
the  secret police were stressed. 
Promises were made in  th e  fo rm  
o f an o rder to  rev iew  4,823 p r is ­
on sentences passed by the h igh  
m il ita ry  courts d u rin g  the S ta lin  
era and the dism issal o f e igh t 
Supreme O o u rt judges. A  new 
agreem ent w ith  the  USSR fo r  
the re tu rn  o f more im prisoned 
Poles. wa,s announced.

In  ad d ition  to  these, specific 
appeals were made to  the m ate-

r ia l in te res ts  o f the various 
classes. Thus fo r  the  w orkers 
the re  was a stressing o f recent 
wage increases, a prom ise th a t 
the price o f coal would no t be 
increased th is  w in te r, an an­
nouncement th a t a thousand bad­
ly-needed buses would be b u ilt, 
etc.

F o r the urban p e tty  bourgeoisie 
there  was the announcement th a t 
p r iva te  wholesale business would 
be licensed. F o r  the  peasants 
denunciations o f forced co llec tiv i 
za tion  and resum ption o f the co­
operatives destroyed d u rin g  the 
S ta lin  era. F o r the Catholics 
the  church-state se ttlem en t was 
praised.

IN N E R -P A R T Y  S TRUG G LE
T he aura  o f “ na tiona l sav io r”  

ga ined by G om ulka in  the Oc­
tober \days has n o t y e t w orn  th in , 
though f i r s t  signs o f  th is  have 
begun to  appear. The election 
v ic to ry  m ore than ever makes 
h im  appear a leader above 
classes and parties. F o r the  fa c t 
is  th a t Gomulka does n o t con^ 
tro l the  C om m unist P a rty .

H is  fa c tio n  rem ains as y e t a 
m in o r ity  in  the U n ited  W orkers  
P a rty , as the  OP o f Poland 
is o f f ic ia lly  called. The p a r ty  and 
governm ent bureaucracy is s t i l l  
in  the hands o f the  o ld  S ta lin is t 
gang  headed by  the  N a to lin  
clique. (N a to lin  is the swank sub­
u rb  o f W arsaw  where m any top 
bureaucrats live.) I t  is  believed 
th a t Gom ulka w i l l  now  t r y  to  
take over con tro l o f the p a r ty  
us ing his p o p u la r ity  and contro l 
o f pa rlia m en t as levers. A p p a r­
e n tly  he excluded h is fac tio na l 
opponents fro m  the sla te o f can­
didates— on ly  83 o f 425 ou tgo ing  
m em bers o f pa rlia m e n t stood fo r  
re -e lec tio n .(In  the  elections, those 
N a to lin is ts  who were elected in ­
v a r ia b ly  po lled the lowest votes.)

However, G om ulka’s fu tu re  is 
fra u g h t w ith  unce rta in ty . He is 
held a lo f t  by the pressures o f 
co n tra ry  forces. A  change in  
the s tre n g th  o f any o f these 
forces m ay upset the whole un ­
stable eq u ilib rium  and b r in g  him  
and his po licy  tu m b lin g  down.

C LA S H  OF S O C IA L FORCES
The Polish R evo lu tion  is s t i l l  

in  its  opening na tiona l stage. 
N a tion a l independence has n o t 
been achieved. I t  has been s top ­
ped m id -w ay. T he  incom pleted

tasks o f the na tiona l phase o f 
the revo lu tion  tend to  keep the 
various elements o f  the  popula­
tion  tog e the r behind Gom ulka 
Thus an election on the issue o f 
“ G om ulka o r Russian tanks”  
un ited w orkers and in te llec tua ls  
tend ing  tow a rd  revo lu tiona ry  
M arx ism  w ith  conservative Cath 
d ie s  and1 p e tty  bourgeois a t the 
polls.

B u t beneath the  u n ify in g  de- 
s ire  fo r  se lf-ru le  fo r  Poland there 
lie  d iverse and con tra d ic to ry  
class a im s. R e sto ra tio n is t ele­
m ents envisage a c a p ita lis t P o l­
and w ith  Catholic ism  the state 
re lig io n . The m il i ta n t  w orkers 
and students envisage a socia lis t 
Poland fo llo w in g  its  own course. 
The peasantry doubtlessly con 
ta ins  both these views and shad­
ings  in  between.

■Moreover, day-to -day s trugg les 
between w orkers , bureaucracy, 
church and peasantry, even the 
s tru g g le  w ith in  the p a rty , th re a t 
eri the eq u ilib rium  ho ld ing  up Go 
m ulka. Each pressure on h im  is 
also h is support. Indeed, the ve ry  
pressure Of the  K re in li f l is  as 
essentia l to  his reg im e as is the 
n a tio n a lis t pressure fro m  w ith in  
Poland.

G O M U L K A  CURBS W O R K ER S
Loss o f church support by Go­

m u lka  would make h im  th a t much 
m ore dependent on the w orkers 
o r on the  bureaucracy. Loss o f 
the  w o rke rs ’ support w ou ld  th ro w  
h im  in to  the arm s o f the restora - 
t io n is ts  o r o f the bureaucracy.

In  the m onths fo llo w in g  the 
October days G om ulka tr ie d  to  
re s tra in  the w orkers ' com m ittees 
w h ich  had p u t h im  in  power and 
had decis ive ly backed h im  against 
the  K re m lin . He pro tested th e ir  
m ilita n c y  in  ta k in g  over m anage­
m en t o f the fac to ries  and mines. 
T h e ir eagerness to  smash the 
bureaucracy, he dubbed a w itch  
hu n t. He. depends on them , y e t 
is t r y in g  to  confine them  w ith in  
the lim its  o f revo lu tion  m arked 
ou t by th a t section o f the bu­
reaucracy he represents. I t  is a 
more lib e ra l, dem ocratic and pro- 
Poland section o f the bureaucra­
cy, the re  is  no doubt. B u t i t  s t i l l  
stands in  con trad ic tion  to  the 
p ro le ta ria n  mass. B u t th is  mass 
is the  m ost dynam ic fo rce  in  Po­
land and w i l l  no t be m astered b u t, 
w i l l  m aster.

m ent th rou gh ou t the w o rld  was 
a t stake.

The occasion fo r  the opening o f 
the s tru g g le  was the unanimous 
adoption by the leadership o f the 
C om m unist P a rty  o f a reso lu tion  
ca llin g  fo r  “ a new course”  in  the 
p a r ty : a s trugg le  aga inst the 
g ro w in g  bureaucracy and a re­
genera tion  o f p a r ty  democracy. 
The ru lin g  “ tro ik a ”  ( t r io )  o f the 
p a r ty  —  .Stalin, Z inov iev  and 
Kamenev, however, voted fo r  the 
reso lu tion w ith  tongue in  cheek. 
T h e ir con tro l o f the p a r ty  was 
based on the g ro w in g  bu reaucra t­
iza tion  and w h ile  they could be 
forced pu b lic ly  to deplore i t  they 
had uo in ten tion  o f ac tin g  against 
it .

C L E A R  O U T  B U R E A U C R A T S  
■ T ro ts k y , on the o th e r hand, 

wished to  take the issue > to the 
ranks o f the p a rty . "The New 
Course”  consists o f a rtic les  and 
le tte rs  he w ro te  ana lyz ing  fo r  
the m em bership n o t on ly  w h a t 
was go ing  on b u t w h a t should be 
done to rem edy the s itua tion .

F o r example, his f i r s t  le tte r  
to the p a r ty  m eetings sa id ; “ The 
renovation o f the p a r ty  appara­
tus —  n a tu ra lly  w ith in  the c lear- 
cu t fram ew ork  o f the sta tu tes —  
m ust a im  a t rep lac ing  the m um ­
m ifie d  bureaucrats w ith  fresh  ele­
m ents closely linked  w ith  the  life  
o f the co llectiv ity,- o r capable o f 
assuring such a lin k . A nd before 
a n y th in g  else, the  lead ing posts 
m ust be cleared ou t o f those who, 
a t the  f i r s t  word o f c rit ic is m , 
o f objection, o r  o f p ro test, brand­
ish the thunderbo lts  o f penalties 
before the  c r it ic .  The “ new 
course”  m ust begin by m aking 
everyone fee l th a t fro m  now on 
nobody w il l  dare te rro r iz e  the  
p a rty .

“ I t  is e n tire ly  in s u ff ic ie n t fo r  
our you th  to repeat ou r fo rm u lae  
I t  m ust conquer the revo lu tio n ­
a ry  fo rm u lae , i t  m ust assim ila te  
them , w o rk  ou t its  own opin ions, 
its  own physiognom y; i t  m ust be 
capable o f f ig h t in g  fo r  its  views 
w ith  the courage w h ic h ' arises 
ou t o f depths o f conviction and 
independence o f character. O ut o f 
the p a rty  w ith  passive obedience, 
w ith  m echanical le ve ling  by the 
au thorities* w ith  suppression o f 
pe rsona lity , w ith  s e rv ility , w ith  
careerism ! A  B olshevik is no t 
m ere ly  a d isc ip lined m an; he ds 
a maiii who in each case and on 
each question fo rges a f irm  op in­
ion o f his own and defends i t  
courageously and independently, 
n o t o n ly  aga ins t h is  enemies, 
bu t inside his own p a rty .

{SOCIAL F O R M A T IO N
"T od ay perhaps he w il l  be 'in 

the m in o r ity  in  his o rgan iza tion . 
He w ill subm it, because i t  is his 
p a rty . B u t th is  does n o t always 
s ig n ify  th a t he is in  the w rong. 
Perhaps he saw or understood be­
fo re  the others did a new task  
o r  the  necessity o f a tu rn . He 
w i l l  pe rs is ten tly  raise the ques­
tio n  a second, a th ird , a ten th  
tim e, i f  need be. Thereby he wall 
render his p a rty  a service, he lp­
in g  i t  meet the new task fu l ly  
arm ed o r c a rry  ou t the necessary 
tu rn  w ith o u t organ ic upheavals, 
w ith o u t fa c tio n a l convulsions.”

T hough much o f the s trugg le  
centered about res to ra tion  o f  p a r­
t y  democracy and the r ig h t  of 
the young genera tion  o f pa rty  
members to f u l l  r ig h ts , T ro tsky  
did  no t l im it  h is  a rtic les  to  these 
sole issues. The bu reaucra tiza tion  
o f  the p a r ty  and consequent de­
cline o f dem ocratic procedure did 
no t stem fro m  the a c tiv itie s  o f 
"b ad ”  men. I t  was a socia l phe­
nomenon and T ro ts k y  goes in to  
the  social conditions fro m  which 
these ug ly  m an ifes ta tions sprang. 
T h is  im m ed ia te ly  brought up 
the  need d ra s tic a lly  to  change 
the  USSR’s s ta g n a tin g  economy 
b y ; the' in tro du c tion  o f economic 
p lan n in g . P lann ing has become 
such an unquestioned and p r i­
m a ry  basis o f the  Soviet econ­
om y th a t i t  is  hard  fo r  many 
today to  believe th a t T ro tsky  
was assailed fro m  a ll sides and 
rid icu led  fo r  a g ita t in g  fo r  it .

The h is to ric  trage dy  was th a t, 
w ith  the fa ilu re  o f revo lu tion  in 
any o f the advanced in d u s tr ia l 
countries, Russia’s economic 
backwardness gave the bureau­
cracy the social base to  destroy 
the  L e f t  O pposition and w o rke rs ’ 
democracy. Hit a sh o rt tim e, how­
ever, economic collapse forced the 
bureaucracy aga ins t its  w ill, to 
embrace economic p lann ing. Th is 
i t  d id  w ith  a ll the te rr ib le  over­
head cost and b ru ta li ty  inhe ren t 
in  S ta lin ism . Y e t the changed 
social conditions th a t 28 years o f 
planned economy have b rough t 
about have now placed on the 
agenda -of h is to ry  a p o lit ic a l revo­
lu tio n  th a t w i l l  o ve rth row  the 
K re m lin  bureaucracy and restore 
w o rke rs ’ democracy.

Because i t  aids in  understand­
in g  the present Soviet re a lity , 
“ The New Course”  is an inva lua ­
ble ad d ition  to  the lib ra ry  o f 
eve ry  M a rx is t.

—  George Lavan

. . .  Faction
Fight in CP

(C ontinued fro m  page 1) 
no m ore capable o f re s is tin g  
F o s te r’s K re m lin -typ e  pressure 
than o f re s is tin g  the pressure o f 
U.'S. im peria lism . A f te r  an in it ia l 
posture o f independence on H un­
ga ry , he caved in  w ith  a m umbled 
“ q u a lif ie d ”  sup po rt o f the sec­
ond treacherous invasion. De­
clared opponents o f cap ita l pun­
ishm ent, the DW  ed itors have ye t 
to  express themseilves on the K a ­
dar decree in vo k in g  the  death 
pe na lty  fo r  s tr ik e rs . ,,

The pledge to  speak o y t 
aga ins t any fu r th e r  m an ifes ta ­
t io n  o f Soviet an ti-S em itism  
proved equa lly ho llow . The D a ily  
W o rke r fa ile d  to p r in t  a line  o f 
the recent in te rv ie w  o f the Cana­
dian CP leader, J. B. Saizberg, 
w ith  K hrushchev where S ta lin ’s 
h e ir  ins is ted th a t the Soviet Jews 
were do ing fin e , th a t  even h is 
son was m arried  to one, and th a t 
the on ly  problem  was th a t Jews 
d idn ’ t  clean th e ir  s tree ts, were 
con tinu a lly  s ta r t in g  synagogues 
and in  general w eren’t  ve ry  re­
liab le  c itizens.

In  opposition to  Gates’ p ro ­
gram  and record, F oste r offeTS 
one th in g ; the  preserva tion  o f 
the OP as a p a r ty  and continued 
lip  service to  M arx ism -Len in ism . 
B u t tied  in  the  F oste r package 
deal is the o ld  S ta lin ism . C r it ­
ic ism  is in  order on ly  on sanctidn 
fro m  the K re m lin . The K re m lin  
v il if ic a t io n  o f the H ungarian  po­
li t ic a l revo lu tion  as a fasc is t up­
r is in g  is  to  be accepted w ith o u t 
question. A  c r it ic  o f the K re m lin , 
as in  the old days, is au tom atic ­
a lly  “ an ti-S ov ie t.”

W H E R E  FOSTER IS  SO FT ■'
The d is ting u ish in g  cha racte ris ­

t ic  o f F os te r’s a n ti-L e n in is t po l­
it ic s  is no t on ly  h is  defense o f 
the K re m lin  bureaucracy aga ins t 
the S ov ie t-o rb it w o rk in g  class. 
Basic to his S ta lin is t line  is a 
p ro g ra m  fa v o rin g  co llabora tion  
w ith  the c a p ita lis t class.

F o r  Foster, the W orkers  Coun­
c ils  th a t sp rang  up in H u ng a ry  
were fa sc is t agencies to  be 
crushed by K re m lin  tanks. F o r 
the  same Foster, the c a p ita lis t 
D em ocratic  P a rty  in  th is  coun try  
is an in s tru m e n t fo r  social p ro ­
gress. He even sees “ im p o rta n t 
sections o f the bourgeoisie and 
even o f m onopoly its e lf ”  as capa­
ble o f be ing d ra w n  in to  an e f­
fe c tive  peace movement. (P o lit ­
ica/1 A f fa ir s ,  Oct. 1955).

In  th is  perspective o f p o lit ic a l 
class C ollaboration, F oster is, o f  
course, ,in fu l l  accord w ith  the 
Gates fac tion . I t  is  th is  jo in t  de­
vo tion  to  class-collaboration and 
jo in t  opposition  to  an au then tic  
soc ia lis t p rogram  o f class s tru g ­
gle th a t Intakes i t  im possib le fo r  
e ith e r Gates o r F oster to  lead the  
ranks » f  the  C om m unist P a rty  
back to  Lenin.

T H E  N E W  COURSE. By Leon T ro tsky . London: New P ark  P u b li­
cations. 1956, 111 pp., 50 cents, (D is tr ib u te d  in  the  U . S ’ by

Len in  and T ro ts k y , co-leaders o f th e  Russian R evolu tion o f October 1917, shown rev iew ing  
the Red A rm y . D u rin g  the  lasti year o f h is  l i fe  Lenin opened a s tru g g le  aga inst the g ro w th  o f a 
bureaucra tic  machine in  the  Soviets and a bu reaucra tic  fac tio n  in the p a r ty  headed by S ta lin . 
Len in  proposed to  T ro tsky  th a t they co llabora te in  the f ig h t  aga inst the  bureaucracy and steer 
a new course tow ards the rev iva l and s treng then in g  o f w o rkers ’ democracy.
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