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Mid-East Policy Sharpens Witch Hunt
The National Convention 
O f the Communist Party

An Editorial

The convention o f the Communist Party 
o f the U.S., Feb. 9-12, is taking place 
against the background of a world-wide 
crisis in the Communist movement, a c r i­
sis tha t has fu lly  engulfed the American 
CP.

For the top leadership o f the CP, the 
crisis consists in the fact th a t its  bureau­
cratic control o f the party  has been shak­
en and i t  has been unable to replace th is 
control w ith  genuine political authority.

For the CP members, especially the CP 
m ilita n t workers and youth whose entire 
life  is a t the disposal o f the workers’ 
cause, the crisis has posed the fundamen­
ta l question as to how socialism w ill be 
realized.

The 20th Congress o f the Communist 
P arty o f the Soviet Union, w ith  its  ad­
missions about Stalin ’s bruta l rule, shat­
tered the central core o f the CP m ilitan ts ’ 
convictions on th is  score.

ROAD TO WORLD SOCIALISM
I t  had been the ir f irm  belief tha t so­

cialism was genuinely being b u ilt up in  
the Soviet o rb it; th a t i f  given suffic ient 
time and i f  le ft alone by world im peria l­
ism, the Soviet Union would demonstrate 
the v ia b ility  o f the socialist program in 
life . From the sacrifices o f the Soviet 
working people would come a social order 
o f such appeal fo r the exploited and op- 
pressed of the world tha t they would ul­
tim ate ly be impelled on the road to so­
cialism, too.

The Stalin cu lt was indissolubly tied to 
th is  perspective, since i t  was believed tha t 
thanks to Stalin ’s leadership the road to 
socialism was being secured.

The CP m ilitan ts  believed tha t the Com­
munist Party in the U.S. would u ltim ate ly 
succeed in bringing the working class to 
socialism here in the wake o f the achieve­
ments in  the USSR, provided, o f course,

the CP played a role in  the struggles o f 
the working people.

Acceptance of the premise tha t S talin ’s 
policies were paving the road to world 
socialism, led the CP m ilitan ts  to go along 
w ith  switches in party line in tune w ith  
the changes in Stalin ’s diplomacy. I t  also 
led to acceptance of the class-collabora- 
tion politics —  support of American im­
perialism in World War I I ,  support of the 
Democratic Party, alliance with the ,pro- 
imperialist labor bureaucracy, etc. —  
foisted on them by a leadership that was 
totally subservient to the Kremlin.

Actually, the policies o f Stalinism, as 
is now becoming clear, represented noth­
ing but the narrow national interests of 
a conservative bureaucracy; they repre­
sented a break w ith  the revolutionary in ­
ternationalism o f Lenin. The progress o f 
the world anti-capita list revolution and 
the industria lization o f the Soviet Union 
took place not because o f the S talin ist 
theory and practice o f “ socialism in  one 
country”  but despite it. For a long his­
toric period, however, th is  was not clear 
to the mass o f Communist workers.

20th CONGRESS ADMISSIONS
Now, the admissions a t the 20th Con­

gress, especially Khrushchev’s revelations, 
have dealt the very premise upon which 
CP m ilitan ts operated a shattering blow.

These admissions and revelations show­
ed only a part o f the picture o f S talin ist 
degeneration in the Soviet Union, but 
th is was enough to arouse revulsion in the 
socialist consciousness o f innumerable CP 
members.

Frameup trials, national oppression, 
anti-Semitism, mass killings amounting 
to genocide, absolute one-man rule, and 
unheard of military and economic mis-

(C ontinued on page 3)

Sym bolic com m entary on the  “ peace”  ta lk  contained in  E isenhower’s in au gura l address is 
the above scene fro m  the parade th a t fo llow e d . Passing in  review  is “ The C orpora l,”  one o f the 
m il ita ry ’s la test long-range m issiles. Such weapons, f it te d  w ith  atom ic warheads and capable o f 

f ly in g  between continents, are prom ised as a push -bu tton  fea tu re  o f another w orld  w ar. In  dots 
in  the center o f the photo are P resident E isenower and V ice-President N ixon.

Helen Sobell in Interview 
Hits Persecution of Husband

W orke rs  wave to supporters as they held n ’n th -ffloor S p ira l B in d ing  Company in  M anhattan 
d u rin g  a s itdow n s tr ik e  la s t m onth. A f te r  th ree  days they forced th e ir  sweatshop em ployer to  
g ra n t an e igh t-cen t increase over th e ir  previous average wage o f Sli05-1.35 an hour.

D U L L E S

o ff ic ia lly  non - eom m ita l) have 
denounced the E isenhower Doc­
tr in e  fo r  w h a t i t  is  —  an 
a tte m p t by U.S. B ig  Business to  

over the d ir ty ,  bu t lu c ra tive , 
business o f Colonial e xp lo ita tion  
fro m  its  B r it is h  and French 
counterparts .

T -H  IN D IC T M E N T S  
So they  can proceed w ith  th e ir  

bloody task w ith o u t in te rfe rence

(Continued on page 2)

Gov’t ‘Racketeer’ Probe Aimed at Union Rights
before he became a union rep­
resenta tive .)

The single vote aga inst the 
reso lu tion came from  Dave Beck, 
head o f the 1,400,000 member 
tru ck -d rive rs  ( In t .  Team sters) 
union. He said the un ion had 
“ no tifie d  its  o ffice rs  and mem-
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Statem ent o f (he N a tiona l 

Com m ittee o f the Socialist 

\V orkers P a rty  on the regroup- 

m cnt o f revo lu tiona ry  socia l­

is t forces in  the U.S.

F a rre ll Dobbs Speech on the 

N egro S trug g le  in the South 

Today.

White Students Aiding 
Tallahassee Boycotters

By Henry Gitano
Defying the racist school board and braving expul­

sion, white students are m aintain ing the ir so lidarity w ith  
Tallahassee Negroes’ f ig h t  fo r equal rights.

John Boardm an, a graduate  S -------------------------------------------------------
s tudent a t the a ll-w h ite  F lo rida  
S tate U n ive rs ity , who addressed 
a N egro mass m eeting to express 
suppo rt fo r  in te g ra tio n  o f T a l­
lahassee buses, was barred fro m  
con tinu ing  his stud ies. H is other 
“ c rim es”  a re  ta k in g  th ree  N e ­
groes to  a w h ite  C hris tm as p a rty  
and pu b lic ly  suppo rting  Rev. K .
S. Dupont, a N egro  bus-boycott 
loader who is candidate fo r  C ity  
Commissioner. Boardm an is f ig h t ­
in g  the ban on the grounds th a t 
he is being deprived o f the r ig h ts  
o f free  speech and assembly.

The Tallahassee W h ite  C it i­
zens Council, n o tin g  th a t both 
w h ite  and N e g ro  students a t sep­
a ra te  s ta te  colleges are s u p p o rt­
ing  Dupont, demanded th a t they 
be expelled fo r  " w i l fu l ly  v io la t­
in g  the d irection  o f the Board of 
C on tro l.”  “ A l l  o f the students a t 
both the un ive rs ities  m ust be 
suspended o r expelled fro m  
school,”  says the WCC, “ and they 
m ust no t be allow ed to reenter 
any state supported in s titu t io n  o f 
h igher le a rn in g  ever.”

The order re fe rre d  to is one 
issfued by F lo r id a ’s statew ide 
Board o f C ontro ls which dictates 
school po licy. L a s t week the 
Board p roh ib ited  both N e g ro  and 
w h ite  students fro m  jo in in g  the 
boyco tt movement.

A  few  hours a fte r  the Board ’s 
ru lin g , w h ite  students fro m  FSU  
worked a t the headquarters o f 
the In te r-C iv ic  Council, organized 
to lead the boycott, and com­
pleted plans fo r  an in tegra ted  
bus p ro test ra lly .  A  w h ite  wom ­
an student, w o rk in g  a t the ICC 
declared: “ I ’m a c itizen  o f to ­
m orrow , and i f  I pe rm it the Board 
o f C ontro ls to suppress me today,
I  cannot be an y th in g  but. an 
oppressed c itizen  tom orrow .”
Though aware th a t they are fac­
in g  expulsion, more than 50 w h ite  
students pledged to  pa rtic ip a te  a t 
the ICC mass meeting.

The m y th  th a t the W hite  C iti-

RE V . C. K . S T E E LE , T a l­
lahassee bus boycott leader.

zens Councils represent the (as­
p ira tio n s  o f Southern w h ites is 
being exploded by Tallahasse’s 
dem onstra tion o f N egro -w h ite  
so lid a rity .
T h is  m y th  was also b low n sky 
h igh  on Dec. 4, when the people 
o f C lin ton , Tennessee, by a fo u r 
to  one m arg in , defeated the can­
didates fo r  m ayo r and aldermen 
endorsed by local segregation ists. 
On th a t same day the C lin ton  
S tudent Council adopted a resol'u- 
t ipn  fo r  im m edia te  reopening o f 
the school “ in  o rder to  provide 
an education fo r  a ll c itizens.”  The 
fa c u lty  unan im ously adopted a 
reso lu tion  in  fa v o r o f peaceful 
school in te g ra tio n .

The W OC’s were organized by 
bankers, p lan ta tion  owners, th e ir  
m anagers and key business men 
in  Ind iano la , Miss, in J u ly  1954, 
to m a in ta in  the old ro tte n  South­
ern pa tte rn  o f segregation, open* 
sheep, low  wage and sem i-feudal 
p lan ta tions. The people o f T a l­
lahassee and C lin ton  are cha l­
leng ing  the attem pted dom ina­
tio n  by the W CC’s over both 
Negroes and whites.

Use New ‘Red’ Scare 
To Help Push Through 
Eisenhower Doctrine

By William Bundy
JAN. 31 —  The United States House of Representa­

tives approved today the “Eisenhower Doctrine” under 
which the President will be granted authority to start a

New York Sitdown Strike

By M yra Tanner Weiss
F or more than six  years every 

ounce o f energy tha t Helen So- 
bell possesses has been concen­
tra ted  on the task o f lib e ra tin g  
her husband from  prison. I rea l­
ized th a t there could be noth ing 
else in  her li fe  as she ta lked  to  
me in te n tly  about the long s tru g ­
gle to v ind ica te M orton  Sobell, 
held in A lca tra z  in  the  San F ra n ­
cisco Bay.

(She is calm. She is confident. 
A nd she knows th a t i f  she can 
ju s t ge t people to hear the facts 
in  the case o f M orton  Sobell, they 
w ill he lp  to free  h im . “ F ear s t i l l  
dom inates the m ind o f m any,”  she 
said. "T h a t is our grea test ob­
stacle. Once they lifb  th e ir  heads 
and look a t the facts, people feel 
the same in d ig na tion  th a t I  fee l.”

W A R  H Y S T E R IA  YE AR S
M orton  Sobell was convicted 

in 1951 o f "consp iring  to  com m it 
espionage”  fo r  the aid o f a fo r ­
e ign governm ent, the Soviet 
U n ion . He was accused o f be­
in g  a  p a r t o f the alleged spy 
r in g , said to have been led1 by 
Ju lius  and E th e l Rosenberg. The 
Rosenbergs were executed in 
3953. Sobell was sentenced to. 
30 years in  prison.

“ Those were year« o f n ig h t­
m are,”  Mrs-. Sobell said. ‘ ‘You 
w il l  rem em ber the Korean W a r 
was on. Everyone was a fra id  i t  
m ig h t be the beg inn ing  o f W orld  
W ar I I I .  A to m  bombs f i l le d  such 
a tho ugh t w ith  te rro r. You can

ju s t im agine the e ffec t th is ' had 
on the t r ia l .  The t r ia l  judge, I r v ­
in g  R. K au fm an, even accused 
the Rosenbergs o f causing the 
Korean W ax in  his sentencing 
speech.”

The n ig h t mar« began much 
ea rlie r, in  the sum m er o f 1950. 
On A ug . 16, M orton  Sobell and 
his fa m ily , who were on vacation 
in  'Mexico C ity , had ju s t  fin ished  
th e ir  coffee a fte r  d inner. The 
day had been spent in  a ne igh­
borhood pa rk  w ith  the children. 
There was no t much vacation 
tim e  le ft. Sm allpox vaccinations 
had bean taken fo r  the jou rney 
back home.

“ Suddenly the door opened,”  
M rs. Sobell re lated . “ Three men 
bu rs t in to  the room w ith  p is to ls  
draw n. They were dressed in  
p la in  clothes bu t they claim ed to 
be M exican police. One o f the 
men accused m y husband o f hav­
in g  robbed a bank in  Acapulco. 
O utraged a t th is  fan ta s tic  charge 
M orton  demanded his r ig h ts  as 
an Am erican citizen. He asked to 
be pe rm itted  to  telephone the 
U.S. ambassador.

“ We had no w ay o f know ing 
then,”  IM.rs. Sobell added, “ tha t 
th is  a ttack  'and the k idnap ing  
th a t fo llow ed had a ll been p lo t­
ted by the F B I w ith  the help of 
o ff ic ia ls  o f the U.S. Embassy 
w ith o u t the knowledge o f the 
M exican governm ent. We d idn ’t  
even know  th is  a t the tr ia l.  Years 
o f w o rk  were necessary to un­
cover the details, in c lud ing  the

protests o f the Governm ent • of 
M exico to U.S. au th o ritie s  fo r  
these il le g a l • moves.”  : V \ .

FAC TS OF K ID N A P IN G

R e tu rn ing  to the te rrib le  $rene | 
in  M exico C ity  in l&SKfc Helen 
Sobell described the w ay her hus­
band was dragged down s ta irs  
to a w a it in g  taxicab. In  rep ly  to 
ihis protests, one o f the thugs 
h it  h im  over the head w ith  the 
b u tt o f ih'is gun. Then he was 
clubbed w ith  .a 'b lackjack in to  un­
consciousness. “ When 1 tr ie d  to 
help m y husband,”  she to ld  me, 
“ one o f the men forced me down 
on the w et sidewalk.”

The l i t t le  fa m ily  was f in a lly  
assembled in the corrido r?  o f an 
o ffice  bu ild ing . “ I t  was about 
fo u r in  the m orn ing  when we 
began the 800 m ile  t r ip  to  the 
U.S. border a t Laredo, Texas. We 
d idn ’t  know  then where we were 
headed,. We were ju s t  p iled  in to  
two black cars and whisked aw ay 
a t 80 m iles an hour. The d rive r 
o f the car th a t m y husband was 
in was to ld , ‘ I f  he makes a move, 
sihoot h im !’ 'I had to im provise 
ways to feed and care fo r  the 
baby,”  she su'id.

The law yers who were obtained 
(o defend Sobell— H arold M. 
P h illip s  and Edw ard K un tz— had 
a g reat deal o f d if f ic u lty  in  p re ­
pa rin g  fo r  the t r ia l .  L ike  th e ir 
c lien t, they were com plete ly ig ­
no ran t o f w ha t the  prosecution

(C ontinued on page 4)

By Vincent Copeland
On Jan. 29 Senator Joseph 

M cC arthy and a “ ¡b i-partisan”  
t r io  o f o the r Senators in troduced 
a . reso lu tion  a u tho riz ing  a 
“ select com m ittee”  to  invesr 
t ig a te  racke teering  in  the labor 
unions. The reso lu tion  is ex­
pected to pass the Senate w ith ­
ou t debate.

The n e w  com m ittee w i l l  w o rk  
closely w ith  the Perm anent Sub­
com m ittee on Inves tiga tions  (the  
notorious M cC arthy C om m ittee). 
M cC a rth y ’s lega l in ves tig a ting  
s ta f f  w i l l  be the s ta f f  fo r  the 
new com m ittee.

I t  is  w e ll known how the old 
M cC arthy  Com m ittee badgered 
labo r w itnesses and hounded 
w orkers  ou t o f th e ir  jobs by 
p u b lic iz in g 'th e ir  a lleged rad ica l 
past. O nly three o r fo u r  years 
ago th is  com m ittee, a f te r  in ­
ve s tig a tin g  “ com m unists in  gov­
ernm ent”  stepped up its  w itch  
h u n t to  persecuting “ com m unists 
in  la bo r.”  Due to M cC a rth y ’s 
own fa d in g  fo rtun es  and a 
change in  the genera l po litica l

c lim ate, th is  cam paign has been 
soft-pedalled in  recent months. 
Now a ce rta in  aspect o f i t  is 
being revived under a new label.

The present inves tiga tion  in to  
labor racke teering  bears a t f i r s t  
s ig h t a more a ttra c tiv e  and even 
benefic ia l character fo r  the 
union movement. B u t i t  is  in  
re a lity  no t aimed a t im p rison ing  
labo r racketeers so much as i t  
is aimed a t im p rison in g  the labo r 
m ovem ent its e lf  in  an in tr ic a te  
web o f governm ent con tro l of 
labor.

O nly genuine in ne r - union 
democracy on the basis o f a 
m il ita n t  an ti-co rpo ra tion  s tru g ­
gle, is  capable o f beating  the 
racketeers w h ile  keeping the 
independence o f the union. F rom  
th is  po in t o f v iew  the govern­
m ent in te rven tion  in  the present 
instance is ju s t  as dangerous in  
the long ru n  as i t  was in  the 
w itc h  hu n t o f three years ago. 
The connection w ith  M cC arthy 
in  both cases is n o t acddenta l.

IMost top union o ffic ia ls  ac­
tu a lly  aided M cC a rth y ’s a n ti-

pro tect fro m  the racketeers) to 
take any independent rank-and- 
f i le  action aga inst th e ir  in te rn a l 
union enemies.

Instead o f res is ting  M cC arthy ’s 
m eddling in  union a ffa irs , the 
Executive Council resolved Jan. 
28 in  a 38 to one vote th a t any 
union o ff ic ia l who invokes the 
F if th  Am endm ent in  any Con­
gressional inves tiga tion  in to  
racke teering  m ust au tom atica lly  
lose his job.

So much te rro r  and presum p­
tio n  o f g u ilt  was generated d u r­
in g  the w itch  h u n t around any 
use o f the F if th  Am endm ent th a t 
the same a ttitu d e  now exists in  
the present case. M cC arthy p la y ­
ed no sm all ro le in  the a ttem p t 
to  destroy th is  con s titu tion a l 
pro tection . N ow  the  Council 
would go as fa r  as M cC arthy 
h im se lf dared to go in  a tta ck in g  
c iv il libe rties . (The F if th  Am end­
m ent pro tects no t on ly  p o lit ic a l 
v ic tim s  o f the w itch  hunt, b u t 
anyone who m ay no t w a n t to 
in c rim in a te  h im se lf in  respect to  
some fo rm e r episode o f his l i fe '

bers th a t they would no t be sub­
je c t to union discip line fo r  ex­
ercising- th e ir  cons titu tiona l p r iv - 
iledge aga inst s e lf- in c rim in a ­
tio n .”

Beck never .defended the use 
o f the F if th  Am endm ent in  the 
case o f v ic tim s  o f the w itc h  hunt. 
W hatever his m otives now in  
defend ing con s titu tion a l g u a r­
antees, he is qu ite  co rrect when 
he condemns the C ouncil’s reso­
lu tio n  as ta k in g  a line  “ fu l l  o f  
danger fo r  the whole dem ocratic 
w ay o f li fe . ”

When the immense mass o f 
un ion members rises up in  a 
drive  aga inst B ig  Business and 
in  the process demands an ac­
counting- o f the union bureau­
cracy its e lf, “ racke teering”  w ill 
be p ro pe rly  dea lt w ith . In  the 
m eantim e the F if th  Am endm ent 
is a shield aga inst governm ent 
a ttacks on labor. A nd  to  con­
demn anyone au tom a tica lly  fo r  
us ing th is  shield is to  deprive 
th a t person o f his con s titu tion a l 
r ig h ts .

w a r in  the M idd le  E as t w ith o u t 
consu lting  Congress o r n o tify in g  
the  A m erican  people. Senate ap­
p ro va l is  expected som etim e in  
February .

T h is  congressional a tftion  is 
p a r t o f p repa ra tion  fo r  a new 
K orea-type  “ po lice action ”  —  to  
be d irected aga inst the  r is in g  
m ovem ent o f the  A ra b  peoples 
fo r  na tion a l independence.

A R A B S  R E D B A IT E D
The propaganda cam paign in  

p re pa ra tion  fo r  the  proposed 
new a tro c ity  is tw o -fo ld . On 
the one hand, E g y p t and S y ria  
—  the centers o f the A ra b  na­
tio n a l independence m ovem ent in  
the M id -E as t p roper —  are being 
charged w ith  becom ing Soviet 
dom inated. On the  o the r hand, 
a heightened “ com m unist-m en- 
ace”  cam paign is be ing waged 
in  the U.S. its e lf.

The rea l “ c rim e” ' o f the E g yp ­
tians  and S yrians, in  the eyes o f 
U.S. im peria lism , is  th a t they 
have refused to  line  up w ith  the 
puppet governm ents o f Iraq , 
Ira n  and T u rke y  (a lready bound 
in  m il ita ry  a lliance w ith  B r ita in  
in  the U.S.-sponsored Bagdhad 
pac t) and th a t they do n o t sup­
po rt a ttem p ts  o f the U.S. govern­
m ent to “ f i l l .  Uw, vacuum ”  c re a t­
ed by the B rit is h -F re n c h  defeat' 
a t Suez. The A ra b  masses in  the 
M idd le  E ast w a n t to  “ f i l l  the  
vacuum ”  themselves, n o t replace 
one co lon ia l m aster fo r  another.

U nder pressure fro m  these 
I masses, the S yrian  governm ent 

and Radio Cairo (the  E g yp tia n  
Governm ent its e lf  has rem ained

labo r investiga tions th ree  years 
ago, and thus aided governm ent I 
penetra tion in to  the li fe  o f the I 
unions. Now  these same o f­
fic ia ls , in  the “ im p a r t ia l”  s p ir it  
o f “ innocent bystanders,”  in v ite  
a new and fu r th e r  governm ent 
pene tra tion  in to  th e ir  unions 
w h ile  h yp o c ritic a lly  po s tu rin g  
aga inst co rrup tion .

O nly a few  days before the 
Senate started  action on the new 
in v e s tig a tin g  com m ittee, t h e  
U A W  In te rn a tio n a l Executive 
Board, and la te r the A F L  - CIO 
Execu tive  Council called upon 
Congress to “ au thorize  an ap­
p ro p ria te  congressional com m it­
tee to conduct an in ves tig a tion  
. . . and expose . . . co rru p tio n  
in  labor, in  in d u s try ”  (M cC arthy  
and his frien ds  in  ob lig ing , did 
no t m ention the m a tte r o f “ in ­
d u s try .” )

N o t one w ord was said e ithe r 
in  the U A W  reso lu tion  o r in  the 
la te r A F L -C IO  sta tem ent —  
ca llin g  upon the un ion m ember­
ship its e lf  (whom  the E xecutive 
Council' presum ably w ishes to
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management — all these the heads of the 
CPSU admitted had taken place.

They put the blame fo r these crimes on 
aberrations o f Stalin, while claiming tha t 
the basic policies o f his regime were 
sound. They promised sweeping reforms 
in the direction of democracy, elim ination 
o f bureaucracy, better liv ing  conditions 
fo r the masses. And they granted lim ited 
reforms.

The assurances o f S talin ’s heirs tha t 
they had now corrected the “ errors”  of 
Stalinism  were put to a test in the revo­
lu tionary outbreaks in Poland and Hun­
gary. These uprisings were verifica tion  
th a t the admission, promises and actual 
reform s at the 20th Congress arose from  
the pressure o f the Soviet-orbit working 
masses fo r an end to bureaucratic dicta­
torship and not from  any socialist con­
sciousness on the part o f Khrushchev and 
Co.

This pressure exploded in revolutionary 
mass struggles in Poland and Hungary. 
I t  w ill inevitably explode in revolution­
ary struggles in the Soviet Union itself. 
The aims o f the masses were clearly spell­
ed out by the Hungarian Workers Coun­
cils, the organs of working-class struggle. 
These aims are: workers’ democracy on 
the basis o f the socialized property.

TWO ROADS
The crushing o f the Hungarian revolu­

tion by Soviet troops brings the CP m ili­
tants in th is country to the crossroads. 
One road leads back to Stalinism, to the 
subordination o f the Communist parties 
to the Krem lin rulers. That in  tu rn  means 
having to swallow the frame-up tha t the 
Hungarian workers were really “ fascist- 
inspired.”  I t  means having to accept Ka- 
dar and his decree o f the death penalty 
fo r  strikers. I t  means covering up fo r 
b ru ta l repressions added to a previously 
long lis t o f S ta lin is t crimes.

The other road leads to a complete 
break w ith  S ta lin ist crimes and Stalin ist 
apologetics. For a ll those who are devoted 
t o . the communist cause, th is  opens the 
door to the genuine Lenin ist program 
again. I t  means reliance on the world­
wide class struggle as the road to social­
ism. I t  does not mean placing a cross over 
the Soviet Union. The social foundations 
(nationalized property, planned economy) 
are progressive and must be defended as 
the premise fo r socialist construction. But 
no support fo r  the rapacious bureaucracy, 
which Stalin led to power against the re­
gime o f workers’ democracy headed by 
Lenin and Trotsky.

I t  is true tha t the capita list class and 
the State Department “ socialists”  advo­
cate a break w ith  Stalinism, c iting  its  
crimes. They identify  Stalinism w ith  Com­
munism, ju s t as the Stalinists do. B ut they 
proclaim the road to “ socialism”  to be 
support fo r W all S treet’s side in the war 
against the Soviet orb it. That is the worst 
betrayal o f socialism.

We know tha t many CP m ilitan ts are 
pressing fo r a break w ith  Stalinism and 
fo r a re turn  to the principles of Leninism.

Steuben, GP Labor Writer, Hits 
Kadar ‘Death to Strikers’ Law

On Jan. 19, John Steuben, a prominent mem­
ber of the Communist Party in an interview  
with A. H . Raskin on the New York Times, 
urged American Communists to “ repudiate 
everything that smacks of Stalinism.”

Steuben is a form er union organizer and 
has written books and articles on jabor. These 
have been translated and widely circulated 
in the Soviet orbit. He joined the CP 35 
years ago.

Like a host of other CP members, Steuben 
was upset about Soviet trends since Khrush­
chev’s revelations at the 20th Congress of the 
CPSU. But he told Raskin, he made a p ri­
vate resotlve “to Jfive out my few remaining 
years in agony and silence.”  (Steuben suf­
fers from a bad heart condition.)

“ Now,” he said, “the announcement of the 
death penalty for Hungarian strikers makes 
me feel I must cry out against such a crime, 
particularly when it  is done in the name 
of the ‘dictatorship of the proletariat.’

Any government that decrees death for 
strikers, said Steuben, is “ morally bankrupt.” 
The excesses of Stalinism are not only being 
continued by Khrushchev and his gang but 
are taking on worse forms and dimensions.

Steuben told Raskin that he would not tu rn  
informer. “VV.hat this country needs is not 
more informers but room fo r more debate 
and discussion in the market of great ideas.” ;

A Critical Letter and a Reply

Thus fa r, however, th is  pressure has 
found no clear expression in the party 
leadership. A ll attempts o f the revolu­
tionary elements in the ranks o f the CP 
to express the ir w ill through the two 
factions, headed by Gates and Foster, have 
been frustrated.

GATES AN D  FOSTER FACTIONS
We have no doubt tha t many rank and 

file  workers in the CP turned w ith  hope 
to the Gates group, th ink ing  tha t th is 
group was embarking on a genuine break 
w ith Stalinism. However, the obvious ten­
dencies of the Gates group leaders to 
jum p from  the fry in g  pan o f Stalinism 
into the fire  of re form ist Social Democra­
cy could not but baffle  and alarm class­
conscious m ilitants.

On the other hand, when tu rn ing  to 
Foster in the hope tha t he w ill champion 
resistance to opportunism and liquidation- 
ism, the rank and file  m ilita n t is confront­
ed w ith  Foster’s cynical adherence to 
Stalinism as well as his solid agreement 
w ith  the Gates faction on the whole op­
portun ist course symbolized by the class- 
collaborationist support o f the Democra­
tic  Party.

Where to tu rn?  W hat to do? There is 
only one way. I t  is necessary to break 
out o f the treacherous circle o f Stalin­
ism. The leadership fo r  th is  task must 
be found in the ranks in every locality. 
Communist workers must insist tha t the 
discussion continue and deepen. The 
source o f S ta lin is t degeneration must be 
probed. The old taboos on a study o f 
T ro tsky ’s analysis must be destroyed. 
Only by a thoroughgoing 'Leninist discus­
sion can the progressive solution to  the 
party  crisis be found.

E d ito r, The M il i ta n t :

Comrades:
I  have seen tw o  recent issues 

o f the M ilita n t wh ich devote con­
siderable space to  the recent So­
c ia lis t P arty -S oc ia l Dem ocratic 
Federation u n ity  convention. The 
editors o f the M il ita n t  and the 
leaders o f the SW P have a pe r­
fe c t r ig h t  to  take any v iew  o f 
th is  u n ity  they Choose. However, 
I  suspect there  are enough 
grounds to be found fo r  c ritic ism  
o f the u n ity  th a t i t  should no t 
re a lly  be necessary to in ven t and 
fab rica te  facts.

S pec ifica lly , as one o f the 
“ c a p itu la tin g ”  leaders o f the 
P a rty ’s le f t  w ing , I  am very  
curious to  know  the basis fo r  
comrade Dobbs’ s ta tem ent ap­
pearing  in  the Janua ry  28th is ­
sue, th a t the S ocia lis t P a rty  ad­
vocates support fo r  the Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty .

I  am enorm ously curious to  
know  w hy he th in ks  we support 
Guy M o lle t when ou r la s t re g ­
u la r  convention passed a reso lu­
tion  w h ich  stated c le a rly : “ ...This 
convention s tro n g ly  condemns 
M o lle t and those Socia lists in  the 
F rench cabinet who have, sup­
ported h im  in  th is  undem ocratic 
and unsocia lis t hand ling  o f the  
A lg e ria n  cris is . . . The Socia list 
P a rty  supports the dem ocratic 
asp ira tions o f the A lg e ria n  move­
ment, and p a r t ic u la r ly  o f A l­
ge ria n  Socialists, fo r  an inde­
pendent na tion . . . A nd we p a r­
t ic u la r ly  demand th a t the U n ited  
States reverse its  fo rm e r oppo­
s it io n  to  submission o f the issue 
to the U n ited  N ations. . . ”

I  am curious to  know  w h a t 
.makes h im  th in k  we g ive any 
k ind  o f support to  the French 
and B r it is h  dunderheads who 
jo ined Is rae l in  a tta c k in g  E g y p t?  
C e rta in ly , i f  he read the  Call 
c a re fu lly  he could no t long  hold 
th is  im pression.

I t  is a l i t t le  un fo rtuna te  th a t 
he took the s ing le  phrase “ M iss 
K e th ly . . . w i l l  ca ll fo r  a U n ited  
N ations Em ergency Force to be 
dispatched to H u n g a ry ”  fro m  
the December issue o f the Call 
and proceeded to  the  pompous 
assertion th a t “ called by its  r ig h t  
name th is  is an appeal fo r  im ­
p e r ia lis t m il ita ry  in te rven tion  
which would aim to restore capi­
ta lism  in  H u ng ary . , . ”  As a 
p o in t o f fa c t Comrade K e th ly  
has been ve ry  c lear on her op­
position to  m il ita ry  aid as the 
k ind  o f step wh ich would lead 
to  W orld  W a r I I I  and in ev ita b ly  
destroy H u n g a ry  its e lf.

T he charge in an e a rlie r issue 
o f the M il ita n t  th a t M ax Shacht- 
man and the IiSL had urged 'the 
le f t  w ing  o f the S oc ia lis t P a rty  
to  “ cap itu la te ”  to  the  r ig h t-w in g  
leadership is com ple te ly w ith o u t 
founda tion , a slander against 
Shaehtman and in d ire c tly  an a t­
tack to the P a rty ’s le f t  w ing  by 
suggesting th a t Comrade Shacht- 
man helps make our po licy. W ith  
a ll due respect to  Comrade 
Shachtman, he does no t now nor

the  m erger, we characterized his 
sudden reversa l as a p o lit ic a l 
cap itu la tio n  to the r ig h t w ing. 
W e see no th ing  in  the  record 
th a t ca lls fo r  a re tra c tio n  on 
th is.

R egard ing the charge o f 
slander aga inst M ax Shachtman, 
we re fe r the  reader to the le tte r  
on th is  page in  w h ich M yra
T anner Weiss re fu tes th is  a llega­
tion .

W h a t we propose to  fu r th e r  
discuss in  th is  issue is  Mc- 
Reynolds’ contention th a t F a rre ll 
Dobbs m isrepresented A n n a  
K e th ly ’s stand on U N  in te rven ­
tion  on H u n g a ry  and the SP’s 
stand on M olle t.

N e x t week we w il l  deal w ith  
M cReynolds’ contention t h a t  
Dobbs u n ju s tly  charged the So­
c ia lis t P a rty  w ith  supporting  the 
Democrats.

U N  A N D  H U N G A R Y  
In s o fa r as the fa c t o f M rs. 

K e th ly ’s stand on U N  in te rven ­
tion  in  H u n g a ry  is concerned, 
M cReynolds’ assertion th a t she 
opposes i t  was answered w ith  
her Jan. 28 appearance before 
the U N  where she did appeal 
to  th a t body to d ispa tch a “ police 
fo rce ”  to  H ungary . W h a t rem ains 
then is the p o lit ic a l sign ificance 
o f M rs. K e th ly ’s stand. Dobbs 
characterized such a stand when 
proposed by the S ocia lis t Call 
as an “ appeal fo r  im p e ria lis t in ­
te rven tion . W e don’t  know  w hat 
to make o f M cReynolds’ assertion 
th a t th is  is “ pompous.”  b u t we 
do believe th a t the character and 
record o f the U N  substantia te 
w h a t Dobbs said.

A l l  experience w ith  the U N  
shows th a t i t  is an agency of 
im p e ria lism  —  more spec ifica lly  
o f U.S. im peria lism . Thus, a UJN 
fo rce  is now in  E gyp t. I t  is  no t 
there to  help the E g yp tia n
masses d rive  ou t im peria lism . I ts  
fun c tion  is ra th e r  to  enable the 
US governm ent to take charge 
o f dealings w ith  the A ra b  na­
tio n a l independence revo lu tion  
and to ensure the hegemony of 
US o il and fin a n c ia l in te rests in  
the area. When the s trugg le
opened in  K orea  to  u n ify  th a t
nation , the U N  in tervened on ly 
to  preserve the  power o f the 
ty ra n t  Rhee and to m a in ta in  the 
reac tiona ry  d iv is ion  o f the coun­
t r y .

A  U.S. decision to send a U N  
“ police fo rce ”  to H u n g a ry  (and 
i t  would requ ire  a U.S. decision 
to b r in g  i t  about) could on ly  
mean aid  to the forces o f ca p ita l­
is t  res to ra tion  in  H u ng a ry  —  in  
sho rt an im p e ria lis t in te rven tion .

T h is  is not what the H ungarian  
w orkers  fo u g h t fo r  so hero ica lly  
aga inst the Soviet tanks. They 
strugg led  fo r  w orkers ’ democracy 
on the basis o f e x is tin g  socialized 
p rope rty  re la tions. W hen the 
SP-SDF ca lls fo r  a U N  “ police 

the SDF and make no a ttem p t! fo rce ”  to in te rvene  i t  is g u ilty  o f 
to block i t . ”  w ha t M cyReynolds (and no t ju s t

Since no th in g  happened d u rin g  Dobbs) accused them  o f tw o  
thpse tw o  m onths to  a lte r  Me- m onths ago, nam ely com prom is- 
Reynolds’ o r ig in a l descrip tion o f I in g  (re a lly , b e tra y in g ) “ socia lis t

has ever dicta ted, decided or 
shaped the po licy o f the P a rty ’s 
le f t  w ing . I f  one o f us has a con­
versation w ith  Comrade Shaffht- 
m an th is  c e rta in ly  doesn’t  mean 
we are rece iv ing advice, much 
less th a t we w i l l  act on it .  I t  is 
qu ite  tru e  th a t Comrade Shaeht- 
m an— along w ith  -Comrade Muste 
and others— have urged no f u r ­
the r fragm e n ta tio n  o f the A m er­
ican L e f t  by sp lits  and resigna­
tions. I f  th is  sensible advice is 
tan tam oun t to u rg in g  c a p itu la ­
tion , then I need a new d ic tion ­
ary.

C e rta in ly  in th is  period there 
is serious need fo r  discussion 
am ong socia lists o f a ll shades 
and opinions. A nd ce rta in ly  the 
SP-SDF can bene fit fro m  com­
radely c r it ic is m  fro m  a ll groups 
on the L e ft.  B u t you m ust pardon 
me i f  I  am considerably less than 
enthusiastic a t c r it ic is m  which is 
based on y o u r subjective p o litica l 
dream w o rld  and which conse­
quen tly  bears no resemblance to 
ob jective re a lity  and is o f v i r ­
tu a lly  no help to  any o f us who 
are t ry in g  to deal w ith  the po­
li t ic a l questions fa c in g  us.

F ra te rn a lly ,
David McReynolds

Editor’s Reply
An. exam ination  o f the w r itte n  

record w il l  dem onstrate th a t 
there is no founda tion  to  Com­
rade McReynolds’ charge th a t 
the M il ita n t  and F a rre ll Dobbs 
have found i t  “ necessary to  in ­
vent and fab rica te  fa c ts ”  in  c r i-  
t iz in g  the SP-S D F m erger.

The move to  un ite  w ith  the 
SDF was in it ia te d  by the r ig h t  
w in g  leadership o f the SP. A f te r  
the actua l nego tia tions were 
under w ay McReynolds resigned 
fro m  the  u n ity  nego tia tions com­
m ittee  and began to  organize the 
le f t  - w in g  opposition to  the 
m erger. In  a Nov. 3 s ta tem ent 
exp la in ing  his res igna tion  fro m  
t h e  com m ittee, McReynolds 
declared th a t “ m erger w ith  the 
SD F would no t be socia lis t u n ity  
and would be a block to  socia list 
u n ity .”  (Em phasis in  o r ig in a l.)

M cR E Y N O LD S  ON M ERG ER
He fu r th e r  stated th a t genuine 

socia lists “ do no t —  ever —  com­
prom ise soc ia lis t opposition to  
m ilita r is m  and im peria lism . B u t 
m erger w ith  the S D F  means f u l l  
support fo r  the w o rs t, m ost 
sham eful polic ies o f the State 
D epartm ent and John Foster. 
D ulles.”

Two m onths la te r, McReynolds 
switched his position. In  a Jan. 9 
le tte r  to the le ft-w in g  opponents 
o f  the m erger, McReynolds 
declared th a t w h ile  “ i t  s t i l l  seems 
qu ite  possible to  block u n ity  a t 
the convention its e lf  . . . (we) 
should now sup po rt u n ity  w ith

A Reply to Shachtman 
By Myra Tanner Weiss

E d ito r, Labor A c tio n :
In  a le tte r  published in La bo r A ction , Jan. 28, M ax Shacht- 

man [N a tio n a l Chairm an o f the Independent S ocia lis t League] 
quoted the Jan. 21 issue o f the M ilita n t, in  w h ich  I  w ro te  about 
the m erger o f the Socia lis t P a rty -S o c ia l Dem ocratic Federation. 
The le f t  w in g  o f the SP denounced the proposed te rm s o f the 
m erger, I  reported, as a “ cap itu la tion  to Dulles and Am erican 
im p e ria lism .”  The M il ita n t  a r tic le  fu r th e r  -said th a t “ the IS L  
instead o f sup po rting  the SP le ft-w in g  in  th is  s trugg le , urged 
them  to accept these term s w hole -hearted ly  and did eve ry th ing  
in its  power to fa c il ita te  the cap itu la tio n  o f the le f t  w ing  leader­
ship.”

A f te r  quo ting  the  above lines in  the M ilita n t,  Shaehtman 
says, “ they are a ra re  case o f the flaw less lie, unm arred a t a 
s ingle po in t by the tru th . I f  the M il ita n t  w r i te r  alludes to  no 
fa c t to support her assertion, i t  is because none exists, and she 
knows it .  The en tire  s to ry  about w h a t the IS L  did  o r did no t 
support . . .  is  pure inven tion , and she knows i t . ”

C o n tra ry  to  the charge th a t the M il ita n t  had “ no fa c t  to  
suppo rt her assertion ,”  1 subm it the  fo llo w in g : In  a m im eo­
graphed memo issued by the Com m ittee fo r  a S oc ia lis t P rog ram  
dated Jan. 9, David McReynolds, Sec’y  o f the CF-SP [C om m ittee  
fo r  a S ocia lis t P olicy, the name o f the SP le ft -w in g ],  expla ined 
w hy he changed his m ind .about opposition to  the m erger w ith  
the SDF.

In  add ition  to o ther exp lanations fo r  h is sudden reversa l, 
he said the fo llo w in g : “ I  have also been re lieved fo llo w in g  
recent ta lks  w ith  M ax Shaehtman since i t  seems the IS L  looks 
upon u n ity  w ith  the SD F as a f i r s t  step tow ard  a re -b u ilt  so­
c ia lis t movem ent under the banner o f the S ocia lis t P a r ty  and 
w i l l  the re fo re  re fra in  fro m  th a t sectarian cross-fire  I  had 
feared. In  fac t, I  tho ugh t i t  ra th e r iro n ic  th a t  when I  la s t m et 
w ith  Shaehtman to urge the IS L  to suspend judgem ent on the 
m erger since I  tho ugh t i t  m ig h t no t prove as d isastrous as I  had 
e a rlie r expected, th a t before I  could, even set fo r th  th is  v iew  o f 
th ings, Comrade Shaehtman was saying how im p o rta n t i t  was 
th a t the le ft-w in g  no t leave the P a rty  in  a h u ff,  b u t rem a in  and 
help make the best o f the u n ity .”

I f  Shaehtman w ants  to repud ia te  M cReynolds’ account o f 
th e ir  discussion, then le t  h im  do so, and the  M il ita n t  w i l l  take 
note o f the correction . In  the m eantim e, I  am sure you w i l l  
oblige me, in  the s p ir it  o f the m ost e lem entary regard  fo r  tru th , 
by pub lish ing  th is  re p ly  to Shachtm an’s le tte r.

S incere ly Yours, 
M y ra  Tanner Weiss

opposition to  . . . im peria lism .”
M cReynolds’ also expresses 

cu rio s ity  as to w hy Dobbs th in ks  
the SP supports the M o lle t gov­
ernm ent in  A lg e r ia  o r E gyp t. 
Dobbs cited an ed ito ria l in  the 
December issue o f S oc ia lis t Call 
w h ich  declared: “ Socia lists in
th is  cou n try  need u n ity  in  o rder 
to Continue th e ir  e ffo r ts  to  assist 
th e ir  comrades abroad . . . who 
occupy seats o f p o lit ic a l power 
in  the free  nations.”  Dobbs said, 
“ T h is c lea rly  means such ‘ so­
c ia lis ts ’ as P rem ie r M o lle t o f 
France,”  and w ent on to  id e n tify  
M o lle t as an in it ia to r  o f the 
invasion o f E g y p t and as the 
present o rgan izer o f the bloody 
im p e ria lis t repression in  A l ­
geria .

But, M cReynolds rem inds us,

the SP adopted a reso lu tion  some 
tim e  ago c r it ic iz in g  M o lle t’s ro le  
in  the w a r aga inst A lg e ria . We 
believe th is  rem inder w ould be 
in  o rder were i t  addressed to  
the  S oc ia lis t C all ed itors, who 
ignored the reso lu tion  com ple te ly 
when they declared s o lid a r ity  
w ith  “ soc ia lis ts ”  in  seats o f 
power. I t  would be equa lly in  
order to  rem ind the m erged SP- 
S D F  o f the  reso lu tion. The SP- 
S D F  also seeks to  assist fe llow  
“ socia lis ts”  in  power, w ith  no 
reservations as to  M o lle t.

The p o lit ic a l issues raised in  
Comrade M cReynolds’ l e t t e r  
w a rra n t the fu lle s t discussion by  
a ll socia lists. B u t baseless 
charges o f “ fa b ric a tio n ”  w i l l  no t 
a id  c la r if ic a tio n  o f these d is ­
puted questions.

No Need for Mourning

SP-SDF Rally on Hungary 
Offers Advice to State Dep't

Y O S H ID A

PHILADELPHIA
Hear

D A N IE L  ROBERTS  
Editor, The M ilitan t

The Socialist Doctrine 
On the Mid-East 

F ri., Feb. 8 - 8:30 PM
M ilitan t Labor Forum  
1303 W . G irard Avenue 

Questions Discussion

Socialist Party of Japan 
Holds Tokyo Conference

By Ota Ryu
TOKYO, Jan. 20 —  The Japanese Socialist P arty  held 

a conference in Tokyo, Jan. 17-19. According to figures 
issued a t the conference, the Japanese SP has 42,000
members, a lthough  i t  polled elev-'> * •*
en m illio n  votes in  J u ly  195G.

A t  the conference the so-called 
L e ft-w in g  won 22 E xecu tive  Com­
m ittee  seats w h ile  the R ig h t- 
W ing  obtained T8.‘ The General 
Council o f Japanese T rade U n ­
ions, .Sohyo, (w ith  three m il­
lion  m embers) supported the 
L e ft-w in g  and pushed the whole 
p a rty  to the le ft.

CLASS S TR U G G LE  IS S U E
On the o ther hand the Japanese 

Trade U n ion Congress, Zenro 
(800,0tCO m em bers), supported 
the r ig h t is t  fac tion . Between the 
L e ft-w in g  and R ig h t-w in g , the 
m ost ha rd -fo u g h t s tru g g le  was 
over the question w hethe r the 
p a r ty  should take a Japanese- 
p a tr io t ic  position  o r a class^ 
s trugg le  position. The R ig h t- 
w ing  leaders hoped to  ge t the 
whole p a r ty  free  from- the in ­
fluence o f iSohyo, whose leader-1 
ship is com ple te ly in  the hand's 
o f 'L e ft-w in g  soc ia lis t unionists.

The E xecu tive  Com m ittee o f 
Sohyo proposed th a t the Social­
is t  P a r ty  amend its  cam paign 
po licy d ra ft  in  fa v o r o f a “ class- 
s trugg le  p o licy .”  The alleged 
“ class s trugg le  p o licy ”  o f the 
L e ft-w in g  includes a S ta lin is t-  
type s lander aga inst the H u n ­
ga rian  w orkers. A c tu a lly  the 
ideo logy o f the L e ft-w in g  So­
c ia lis ts  is a m ix tu re  o f S ta lin is t 
and Socia l-D em ocratic p o litica l 
beliefs plus a num ber o f correct 
w ork ing -c lass demands. Thus, 
they  demand abrogation  o f the 
m il ita ry  tre a ty  between Japan 
and the U.S., non-recogn ition o f 
Chiang K a i-shek ’s governm ent on 
Taiw an, recogn ition  o f China, etc. 
On the o ther hand, they assert 
tha t “ counter - revo lu tiona ries”  
go t the upper hand in  the H un­
garian events.

The rank and f ile  w orkers who 
fo llow  the L e ft-w in g  Socia lis t 
leaders, especially among the 
trade un ionists, w ant to  s trugg le  
fo r  soc ia lis t change in  Japan.

They showed th is  c le a rly  both at 
the Sohyo convention las t A u g ­
ust and a t the recent SP con­
ference. T h e ir ideology is  con­
fused because o f the po licy o f 
th e ir  leaders.

Despite th is  fa c t, the Japanese 
w o rk in g  class is developing an 
ever g re a te r sym pa thy  fo r  the 
Chinese w o rk in g  class. D u rin g  
1956, o f 590 members o f fo re ig n  
trade union de legations to v is it  
China, 247 represented Japanese 
unions. T h is  is  a measure o f 
g ro w in g  recogn ition  among Jap­
anese w orkers th a t they ough t to 
aid the bu ild in g -up  o f C h ina on 
the basis o f socialized p ro p e rty  
re la tions. I t  also te s tifie s  to  
g ro w in g  consciousness among 
them th a t the ru le  o f Japanese 
cap ita lis ts  and land lords should 
be ended and a planned1 economy 
established.

The Jlanuary SP conference 
showed th a t the re vo lu tio n a ry  
pressure o f rank and f ile  w o rk ­
ers is g row ing . The force w ill 
su re ly  assert its e lf  in  the near 
fu tu re  as a fu ll- fle d g e d  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  socia list movement.

N. Y. Militant Labor 
Forum
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By Fred Halstead
The f ir s t  o f f ic ia l pub lic  action 

o f the new ly merged Socia list 
P a rty -S oc ia l ¡Democratic Fed­
era tion  was the sponsorship o f a 
m eeting in  New Y ork , Jan. 25, on 
H ungary , w ith  Anna K e th ly , em i­
gre M in is te r o f State in  the N agy 
governm ent and leader o f the 
H ungarian  Social Dem ocratic 
P a rty , ag guest speaker.

The tone o f the m e tin g  was 
set by the Am erican Social Dem­
ocra ts who preceded M iss K e th ly  
in  addressing the audience o f 200 
th ro u g h  ia m icrophone labeled 
“ Radio L ibe ra tio n .”  Leon Den- 
nen, a u th o r and Scripps-Howard 
correspondent, devoted his re ­
m arks to g iv in g  advice to tlhe 
U jS. S tate D epartm ent. “ We 
m ust te ll the H ungarians,”  he 
said, “ th a t wo are not fo r  a re ­
tu rn  to  tlhe sta tus quo ante. 
The w orkers  o f H u ngary  and of 
E as te rn  Europe do no t w an t the 
old European cap ita lism  back. 
T h a t cap ita lism  was d iffe re n t 
fro m  U n ited  States cap ita lism , 
w h ich  is dem ocratic.”

Dennen adm itted  th a t A m er­
ica ’s c a p ita lis t ru le rs  th in k  in  
te rm s  o f a “ w ar o f lib e ra tio n ”  
in  the Soviet block, but he 
th o u g h t the H ungarian  events 
w ou ld  show them  th p t such a

po licy is no t necessary o r cor­
rect. He and a ll the o the r speak­
ers, however, avoided the s lig h t­
est opposition to  the  prepara­
tions o f  UJS. cap ita lism  fo r  such 
a w a r. He o ffe red  as a guaran­
tee th a t the U.S. would n o t s ta r t  
a tih ird w o rld  w ar, the fo llo w ­
in g  sta tem ent: “ President E isen­
hower, I happen to  know from  
personal conversations w ith  him , 
hates w ar. Im ag ine  a v ic to rious  
general o f any o ther n a tio n a li­
ty  being a p a c if is t!”

Vera Rony, secre tary o f the 
W orkers  Defense League, revea l­
ed how l i t t le  in  common the SP- 
SDP m ilieu  has w ith  soc ia lis t 
ideas by p re fa c in g  her appeal fo r  
an action w ith  “ I ca ll on you to 
engage in  an a n ti-M a rx is t p lo t.”  
She said the audience should 
“ prove M a rx  w ro ng  in his thesis 
th a t people move p o lit ic a lly  when 
they are econom ically oppressed 
and do no t do so when they are 
so oppressed.”

The A m erican people, accord­
in g  to Rony, are no t oppressed 
now, and should “ prove M arx  
w ro ng ,”  by re a lly  go ing  a ll-o u t 
to c ircu la te  a pe titio n  to keep 
the H ungarian  s itu a tio n  before 
tlhe pub lic  eye. The pe tition , she 
said, has already been approved 
by Senator W illia m  Know land

and o ther such un-oppressed 
Am ericans.

'Norman Thomas, in  b r ie f  re­
m arks, said th a t  the  U .N . was 
m ak ing  some progress arid is s t i l l  
the ihope o f the W orld .

Anna K e th ly , emphasized the 
ro le  o f the H ungarian  W orkers 
Councils as she a ttacked  the 
K re m lin ’s slander tihat the  up­
r is in g  was fasc is t-insp ired . B u t in  
no w ay did she support the  idea 
th a t p o lit ic a l pow er in  H ungary 
should have been vested in  these 
councils. “ The coalition- govern­
m en t o f Im re  N a g y  is  tlhe on ly 
le g a lly  constitu ted  governm ent o f 
H u n g a ry ”  she said.

In  speaking o f the  fu tu re , she. 
advocated on ly  re liance on U N  
action, .and in vague te rm s on 
aid  from  W estern governm ents 
and o ffic ia ls  and “ pub lic  op in­
io n .”  She emphasized th a t the 
H ungarian  w orkers d id  no t w a n t 
a re tu rn  to  cap ita lism , b u t did 
no t call upon w orkers  in  cap­
ita l is t  countries to  defeat tlhe 
re s to ra tio n 's t aims o f th e ir  own 
governm ents.

In  rep ly  to a question, she said 
she opposed U.S.-arm ed in te r ­
vention in  H ungary . B u t on Jan. 
29, yvhile te s t ify in g  before a 
special U N  commission, she ad­
vocated th a t a U N  police force 
be sent to H jin g § ry .

By V. Grey
M am oru Shigem itsu, recent

Fore ign M in is te r o f Japan, died 
la s t week to  the accom panim ent 
o f ly r ic a l eulogies fro m  his
c a p ita lis t contem poraries in
Japan and on ly  s lig h t ly  less 
e ffus ive  praises fro m  his fo rm e r 
ca p ita lis t enemies in  the U n ited  
States.

S h igem itsu  was also F ore ign 
M in is te r o f  Japan d u r in g  the  
Second W orld  W ar. He signed 
the "u nco nd ition a l su rrender”  to 
the U n ited  States in  the fam ous 
B a ttle sh ip  M issouri <?eremony.
Since then h is h is to ry  was a 
varied one.

A f te r  the w a r he was ja ile d  
as a "w a r  c r im in a l”  by the 
Alli-ed O ccupation fo r  crue l 
trea tm e n t o f A m erican p rison ­
ers. H e was paroled in  1950 by  
M a cA rth u r, back in  p o litic s  
w ith in  three m onths, and doing 
business a t the old stand as 
F ore ign  M in is te r by 1954.

H A P P Y  R E U N IO N
M oreover, d u rin g  h is  v is i t  to 

the U n ited  States the ve ry  next 
year, he was fe ted and dined by 
A m erica ’s m ost solid citizens, —  
m ostly  bankers. W hen he came to  
New  Y ork , he lunched w ith  John 
D. R ockefe ller the T h ird , and 
Thomas E. Dewey. He then had 
a cord ia l, in  f a r t  jo v ia l,  v is it  
w ith  h is  e rs tw h ile  conqueror, 
General Douglas M a c A rth u r; 
luncheon the ne x t day a t the 
Bankers C lub (sponsored by the 
Chase M anha ttan  Bank, the 
F ir s t  'N a tiona l C ity  Bank, and 
the Bank o f  A m e r ic a ) ; and 
d inner the n e x t evening w ith  
B ernard  Baruch, the m u lti-m il-  
lip n a ire  octogenarian bond sales­
man fo r  the bank ing  house o f 
M organ.

The process o f fre e in g  the so- 
called “ w a r c r im in a ls ”  o f Japan 
and m aking them  the associates 
o f such respectable non-crim ina ls  
as A m erican bankers has been 
go ing on fo r  some tim e. As 
e a rly  as 1952, s ix  o f the tw elve 
members o f P rem ier Y osh ida’s 
csMp.et w e f t  re h a b ilita te d  "p u r-

gees.”  H atoyam a, who became 
prem ier in  1954 and was ju s t 
replaced by Tanzan Ish ibash i, in  
h is tim e had been an enthusiastic 
supporte r o f H it le r .  A nd  Is h i­
bashi h im se lf who is  now being 
passed o f f  as a “ m oderate”  new­
com er to po litics , was a good 
f r i e n d  o f H a toyam a; was 
M in is te r o f F inance under the 
W a ll-S tre e t puppet Yoshida in  
1946; was purged fro m  public 
life  by the Am erican Occupation 
in  1947; and was f in a lly  given 
a dem onstra tive okay by an o f ­
f ic ia l v is it  fro m  John Foster 
Du lles in  1951 w h ile  Ish ibash i 
was s t i l l  on the purge lis t.

I f  th is  unholy crew o f Japan­
ese rascals are now hand-in- 
glove w ith  th e ir  fo rm e r enemies 
—  the b ig g e r rastfals o f W a ll 
S treet, th is  is because Japan is 
W a ll S tree t’s indispensable a lly  
in any w a r w ith  China and the 
Soviet U n ion. B u t the now- 
favo rab le  a ttitu d e  o f  Am erican 
B ig  Business tow ard  Japanese 
c a p ita lis t m ilita r is m  has no t 
won the Japanese masses over 
to  the prepara tions fo r  w a r. 
Japanese and Am erican ca p ita l­
ism combined have no t succeed­
ed in  erasing the  a n ti-w a r clause 
fro m  the Japanese constitu tion , 
iro n ic a lly  p u t the re  by  M ac­
A r th u r  aga inst the  wishes o f 
Shigem itsu and h is fr ien ds  when 
Japan was s t i l l  the  “ enemy.”

The Japanese masses liked  the 
idea o f ou tlaw ing ’ w a r then, and 
they like  i t  now. They have no 
cause to  weep fo r  Shigem itsu; 
B oth  as r iv a l and stooge o f W a ll 
Street, they know  h im  as the 
consistent opponent o f the w o rk ­
in g  dass and proponent o f w ar.

Shigem itsu mended some o f 
the broken threads tying- Japan 
to the res t o f the  c a p ita lis t 
world . He succeeded in  f in a lly  
ga in ing  Japan’s adm ission to  the 
U.N (som eth ing o f a fe a t under 
the c ircum stances). I t  would be 
w ro ng  to deny the value o f his 
services to B ig  Business, bo th  
Am erican and Japanese.

H a v ing  p u t a few  patches on 
h is l i t t le  c a p ita lis t w o rld  before 
his jou rney  to the next, M r. 
Shigem itsu probably died w ith  
the conviction th a t his succes­
sors w ould com plete the patch­
w ork. B u t p ragm a tic  Japanese 
cap ita lism , in  sp ite  o f  its  
f le x ib i l i t y  and ju s tly  fam ous in ­
genu ity , and in  sp ite  o f the 
“ understand ing”  o f its  A m erican 
ca p ita lis t mentors', w i l l  prove 
u t te r ly  incapable o f m ak ing  the 
pa tch-w ork  las t. A n y  serious in ­
te rru p tio n  o r w eakening o f 
Japanese fo re ig n  trade fo r  ex­
ample, w i l l  have an im m ediate, 
thunderous im pact upon the  a l­
ready super-explo ited w o rk in g  
class. Japanese society w i l l  then 
tea r its  seams so w ide th a t even 
the cleverest pa tch-w orkers w i l l  
be com ple te ly helpless. A nd 
Japanese cap ita lism  w i l l  be con­
signed to  the  same place as 
Shigem itsu.
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