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The Year 
O f Lost Illusions

B v Nell M c Grew

A n  im po rtan t po litica l and cu ltu ra l event took place 
in  Seattle in  June when W. C. Cum m ing, a w ell-know n 
N orthw es t a r t is t, presented a lecture on “ The A r t is t  in
T oday’s W o rld ”  a t  a m ee tin g  
and social sponsored by the 
N o rth w e s t Bureau o f the D a ily  
People’s W orld .

Cum m ing, long  persecuted in 
“ respectable”  a r t  circ les because 
o f h is out-spoken Com m unist 
ideas, gave a b r i l l ia n t  and p ro ­
vocative ta lk  before a 'h igh ly  a t­
ten tive  audience. He began by 
c a llin g  1956 the Y ea r o f Lo s t 
Illu s ion s , caused iby the K h ru sh ­
chev reve la tions, the  repressions 
in  Poznan and Budapest, an ti- 
Sem itism  in the USSR and the 
suicide o f Fadayev.

The speaker reported  th a t 
when Picasso, S artre , Jo lio t- 
C urie  and o t h e r s  pro tested 
aga ins t Russian tanks in Buda­
pest, they were called ‘‘d is illu ­
sioned in te lle c tua ls ,”  and he, fo r  
one, proposed' to  “ re h a b ilita te  
d is illus ionm ent,”  fo r  th is  m eant 
be ing freed  fro m  illu s ion . He 
spoke o f the pa in the year had 
b ro u g h t: ‘ ‘To the suddenly re ­
leased dream er, no th ing  is so un­
rea l as the w o rld  o f re a lity . . .
B u t I  choose to  speak fo r  those 
to  whom  d is illus ionm ent m eant 
lib e ra tio n .”

A f te r  a scath ing denunciation 
o f the rank com m ercial stand­
ards imposed on a rtis ts  by the 
“ free en te rp rise ”  system, which 
forces them to  conform  or starve,
C um m ing exposed the a rb itra ry  
and v u lg a r slogans imposed on 
a rt is ts  by the S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy. Such “ id io t’s re fra in s ”  as 
A r t  is  a Weapon, Socialist Real­
ism , N a tion a l in  Form  and So­
c ia lis t in  Content, etc., he con­
demned fo r  having  thw a rted  a 
generation o f crea tive  a rtis ts  in 
the  Soviet Union and wherever 
a r t is ts  fo llow ed S ta lin ’s theories.

“ Such schem atism ,”  he said in 
reference to  these slogans, ‘ ‘is 
s im ila r  to  the jabberw ocky o f 
M adison Avenue in  its  pa thetic  
assum ption th a t in f in ite  re p e ti­
t io n  breeds consum m ation. . . I f  
a r t  is  indeed on ly a weapon in 
the na rrow  sense, then someone 
has the  r ig h t  and w ill use t h nt  
r ig h t ,  to  set lip  as ordinance- 
m aster. A nd behind th a t  ord i- 
nance-m aster w i l l  stand another 
Bonaparte and another T herm i- 
dor. O ver Shostakovich stood 
Zhdanov and b e h i n d  Zhdanov 
stood S ta lin  and the Moscow 
T r ia ls .”

C um m ing cited a r t is t  a fte r  a r t ­
is t  shot, forced to  “ confess a r­
t is t ic  sins,”  driven to  suicide or 
to  death in concentra tion camps 
under S ta lin ’s yoke. The poems 
o f B lok and M ayakovsky, the 
p a in tin g s  o f Deineka, the stories 
o f Babel, the f ilm s  o f Pudovkin 
and E isenste in , Shostakovich 's 
F ir s t  Symphony, S tan is lavsky 
and M ayerho ld, the sa tire  o f I lk  
and Petrov, K a tayev  and Zo- 
shchenko— the g re a t human tide 
o f crea tive  w o rk  released by the 
em ancipating 1917 R evo lu tion—  
m et a te rr ib le  fa te .

‘^Since 1934, a s tra ig h tja c k e t 
o f conform ism  has been fastened 
on the a r t is t  in  the Soviet U n ion .”
Cum m ing said. ‘ ‘I t  was precise ly 
a t the p o in t when the S ta lin is t 
d ic ta to rsh ip  succeeded in silenc­
in g  a ll p o lit ic a l dissent and op­
pos ition  th a t the S ov ie t cu ltu re  
fa lte re d .”  Instead o f socialism,
S ta lin is t degeneration t o o k  
place; iand instead o f a f lo u r is h ­
in g  a rt, a fa n ta s tic  .na tiona lis t 
developm ent occurred called So­
c ia lis t Realism  w hich g lo r if ie d  
reactionaries and anti-Sem ites 
lik e  A le xan der N e v s k y  and 
P e te r the Great.

“ W hat are we to  say o f a so­
c ia lis t rea lism  which covers up 
m ounta ins o f corpses w ith  p ic­

tures o f a benevolent B ig  B ro th ­
er; wh ich covers up fam ine snd 
s ta rva tio n  w ith  movies about 
M ich u rin ; which covers repres­
sive la bo r le g is la tio n  w ith  odes 
to S takhanovism  ?”

In  a v iv id  descrip tion o f w ha t 
a r t  is, Cum m ing quoted selec­
tiv e ly . ‘‘W hat is a r t?  L e t me 
quote. ‘G enera lly  speaking, a rt 
is  an expression o f m an’s need 
fo r  an harm onious and complete 
life . . . T h a t is wh|y a protest 
aga inst re a lity  a lways form s 
pa rt o f a re a lly  crea tive  piece 
o f w o rk .’ T h is  tru e  d e fin itio n  is 
quoted from  w hat was lortg a 
sealed book fo r  me— p a rt o f tha t 
Index E xp u rg a to rin s  o f which 
ce rta in  people today fe a r to 
speak, since its  existence dem­
onstra tes th a t Je su itry  is no t a t 
a l l confined to  Rome. T h is  s im ­
ple d e fin itio n  was w r it te n  in  his 
M exican exile, sh o rtly  before his 
li fe  was ended by the assassin’ s 
ax —  Leon T ro ts k y .”

Cum m ing added th a t  th is  nec­
essary rebelliousness o f the a r t ­
is t  ‘ ‘cannot be circum scribed by 
the demands o f the p o lit ic a l m o­
ment, by the voice o f dogm atism  
dem anding th a t a r t  be shaped by 
the needs o f the line  and th a t 
the ta rge ts  o f the a r t is t ’s w ra th  
be chosen a f te r  consu lting  the 
e d ito r ia l page, the .Secretariat 
and the S hort H is to ry .”

The speaker pa id  tr ib u te  to 
T ro ts k y ’s g re a t understand ing o f 
the a r t is t ’s desperate in ne r need 
fo r  creative freedom  and ex­
tens ive ly  a n  a l y  z e d T ro ts k y ’s 
the o ry  o f a r t  as opposed to  S ta­
l in ’s. He scored Mao Tse-tung ’s 
orders to  Chinese a rt is ts  and 
w rite rs  as the action o f a “ r i ­
diculous in te rlo p e r.”  “ W h a t can 
be the a tt itu d e  o f the revo lu tion ­
a ry  p a r ty  tow a rds  creative a r t? ”  
he asked. “ T ro ts k v  gave the an­
swer: H A N D S  O F F !”

The trage dy  o f the a r t is t  today 
was g ra p h ica lly  depicted: under 
cap ita lism  on ly  the w e a lth y  can 
a ffo rd  h im ; under S ta lin ism  he 
becomes a m achine hack. B u t 
C um m ing made ve ry  c lear th a t 
he doesn’t  re je c t M a rx ism . ‘ ‘I  
seek on ly  to restore its  s ig n if i­
cance to the a rt is t.  . . I t  was 
never the in te n t o f the w r ite rs  
o f the M anifesto, o f S tate and 
Revolu tion , o f Lessons o f Oc­
tober th a t our doctrine  shouid 
become a P rocrustes ’ bed in 
w h ich to  m o ld  a predeterm ined 
shape and size a ll a rt, science, 
ph ilosophy and people.”

O f special in te res t was Cum- 
m ing ’ s advise to  a rtis ts . He 
quoted Camus, w h o  “ measures 
the greatness o f an a r t is t  by the 
balance he manages to  m a in ta in  
between the values o f creation 
and the values o f hu m an ity .”  The 
speaker e loquently rem inded his 
colleagues o f T ro ts k y ’s words: 
“ A r t  w i l l  ro t  aw ay unless so­
c ie ty  rebu ilds its e lf.  The fun c ­
tion  o f a r t  in  our epoch is de­
term ined b y  its  re la tio n  to the 
revo lu tion .”  Added the  speaker: 
“ T h in k  then o f th is , you who 
love a r t— on ly  the people can 
save the  a r t you cla im  to love. . .  
A r t is t ,  i f  you are alone, look to  
you rse lf. M ankind is not u n w il l ­
ing  to  stop long enough to  lis ten  
to the sound o f its  own heart. 
W ha t sounds in Y O U R  w ork? 
The au then tic  pulse o f men and 
women, o r m ere ly  the querulous 
s n u ffl in g  o f you r own fe a rs ? ”  

C um m ing’s t a l k  s tim u la ted  
an im ated discussion a fte rw ards, 
p ro v in g  his con ten tion  th a t the 
20th Congress had libera ted 
th in k in g  n o t on ly  on po litics , bu t 
on the ro le and func tion  o f a r t 
as w e ll.
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Soviet One-Party Rule 
CP’s Views and Ours

By M urry Weiss
John Gates, ed ito r-in -ch ie f o f 

the D a ily  W orker, in his Ju ly  24 
a rtic le , “ The D W s A ttitu d e  on 
the Recent Soviet Changes,”  
deals w ith  the question o f the 
one-party  system in  the Soviet 
U n ion. Gates presents the view  
tha t there is “ no m a te ria l base”  
fo r  a m u lti-p a r ty  system in  the 
USSR; th a t the  Soviet Union 
has gone beyond bourgeois de­
mocracy and is now faced w ith  
the  expansion o f socia list de­
m ocracy. Socia list democracy 
has no need fo r  more than one 
p a rty , according to  th is  view, be­
cause i t  is based on a society in 
which the class s trugg le  has 
been e lim inated and there are no 
social antagonism  among the 
people th a t cannot be ha rm on i­
ously expressed th rou gh  a s im ­
ple p a rty .

Gates is m ere ly  repea ting, in 
a stunned and dogged manner, 
the o ff ic ia l lita n y  o f the Soviet 
bureaucracy wh ich, moreover, 
becomes increas ing ly  incongru­
ous as the fac ts  o f li fe  in the 
S oviet Un ion become known to 
w ide r and w id e r c ircles o f Com­
m un is t w orkers.

A F T E R  20TH CONGRESS
H o w  can Gates ta lk  o f the 

lack  o f a “ m a te ria l base”  fo r  
r iv a l pa rties  in  the Soviet U n ion 
a f te r  the Khrushchev re p o rt to 
the 20th Congress o f the CPSU ? 
Is  he jo k in g ?  There is obvious­
ly  no p a r ty  and no independent 
w o rk in g  class p o lit ic a l tendency 
th a t has escaped m a te ria l de­
s truc tion  by the K re m lin  ru lers.

T he Com m unist P a rty  o f the 
Soviet U n ion  was long ago taken 
over and trans fo rm e d  in to  the 
p o lit ic a l c rea tu re  o f the bureau­
cracy. A ll opposition to  the  bu­
reaucracy has been crushed w ith  
b ru ta l fo rc e ; every s tra ta  o f the 
S oviet people and every area of 
the S ov ie t U n ion have fe l t  the 
lash o f bu reaucra tic  ty ra n n y ; 
whole popu lations o f na tiona l 
m in o ritie s  have been exiled ; the 
best representatives o f- Jew ish 
cu ltu re  were w iped ou t; a rtis ts  
were p u t in  s tra it ja c k e ts ; and a 
re ign  o f te r ro r  and mass m u r­
der descended upon the w o rk ing  
class and C om m unist youth 
th rough  the in s titu t io n  o f the 
secret p o lit ic a l police directed 
by the a ll-p o w e rfu l d ic ta to r S ta ­
lin .

' I t  is  the re fo re  a m onstrous 
fra u d  to speak about ‘ ‘socia list 
dem ocracy’’ as a m ore o r less e f­
f ic ie n t and fun c tion ing  re a lity  in  
the S ov ie t U n ion. I t  is tru e  th a t 
bu reaucra tic  te r ro r  has been re ­
laxed under pressure o f r is in g  
mass d iscontent and pro found 
changes in  the  w o rld  s itua tion , 
inc lud ing the S ov ie t o rb it. B u t 
the  re laxa tion  o f bu reaucra tic  
te r ro r  is n o t the same th in g  as

Report on Trotskyism 
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was passed o f f  as Bolshevik 
princ ip les !

Under S ta lin ism  it  became 
r ig id  dogma, not on ly to p ro h ib it 
r iv a l parties w ith in  the Soviets, 
bu t to  p ro h ib it factions w ith in  
the pa rty . And a ll th is  was m ere­
ly  the ju r id ic a l expression o f 
the fac t tha t every organ o f 
w orkers democracy— the Soviets, 
trade unions, youth o rgan iza­
tions  and the p a rty  its e lf— had 
been system atica lly  s trang led 
and destroyed as dem ocratic o r ­
ganizations. The w orkers  state 
ruled Russia, but the bureaucra­
cy ru led  the state, dep riv ing  the 
w orkers o f any expression of 
dem ocratic li fe  whatever.

U nder these conditions the h is ­
to r ic  a lte rn a tive  w  a s posed: 
e ith e r the  w o rk in g  class would 
rega in  p o lit ic a l con tro l over the 
state and reestablish w orkers 
democracy, o r the bureaucracy 
would pave the w ay fo r  a re ­
s to ra tio n  o f cap ita lism .

R E V IV A L  OF R E V O L U T IO N
H is to ry  is now p ro v id in g  the 

answer: alongside the g ro w th  o f 
productive  forces in the Soviet 
U n ion a n d  the concom itant 
g ro w th  o f an in d u s tr ia l w o rk ­
in g  class, we w itness the f i r s t  
in tim a tio ns  o f a trem endous re ­
v iva l o f the w o rk in g  class move­
ment. The in te rna tiona l c ris is  o f 
cap ita lism  and the re vo lu tio n a ry  
tide in the colon ia l countries has 
added enormous power to  th is  
trend. The w o rk in g  class o f the 
Soviet Union and the Eastern 
E ur opean countries  are show ing 
the h is to r ic  road th a t w ill be 
taken— the  rem oval o f the in ­
to le rab le  fe t te r  o f the bureau­
c ra tic  caste th rough  a w o rk in g  
class p o lit ic a l revo lu tion .

The irreconcilab le  an tagon ism 
between the Soviet w o rk in g  class 
and the Soviet bureaucracy is at 
bottom  a m an ifes ta tion  o f the 
class s trugg le . N o t because the 
bureaucracy is a ‘ ‘class”  in  the 
Soviet Un ion any m ore than th e 
trade  union bureaucracy is a 
“ class”  in thie U n ited  States. 
Bu t  because the soc ia lis t s tru g ­
g le  everywhere requires above 
a ll the  development o f the f u l l ­
est, fre e s t and m ost dem ocratic 
expression o f the se lf-em ancipa t­
ing  revo lu tiona ry  a c tiv ity  o f the 
w o rk in g  cflass.

F o r th is  reason the w o rk in g  
class o f the Soviet Un ion w ill 
fee l compelled to rebu ild  its  au­
then tic  revo lu tiona ry  p a r ty  as 
against the p a rty  o f the bureau­
cracy. T h is  is exactly  w hat the 
K re m lin  bureaucrats fe a r and 
w ill oppose w ith  a ll th e ir m ight. 
And th is  is the  prospect they 
are t ry in g  to  h a lt by every 
means— inc lud ing  the fa ls if ic a ­
tion  o f the tra d it io n  o f Bolshe­
vism .

[second o f a series o f tw o .]

 By Jose Valdes
(Specia l to the M il ita n t)

SAN TIAG O . Chile. Ju ly  16 —  L a tin  Am erican T ro t­
skyists. a ff ilia te d  to the In te rn a tio n a l Com m ittee o f the  
F ou rth  In te rna tiona l are m aking rapid progress.

In  A rge n tin a , the T ro tsky is ts

. . .  What I Saw in the Soviet Union
(Continued fro m  page 1)

and is openly upheld by the  So­
v ie t ru le rs  as a correct system. 
They are n o t double tongued 
about it  lik e  ou r local S ta lin is ts  
are. The Soviet cons titu tion  i t ­
se lf gives to  the  Com m unist P a r­
ty  th is  d ic ta to r ia l position, and 
so long as the S ta lin is ts  are in 
power they w il l  not a llow  any 
o ther p a r ty  to  fun c tion  lega lly  
in the Soviet U n ion.

However, w ith in  the fra m e ­
w o rk  o f the S ta lin is t  d io ta to r- 
ship the Soviet ru le rs  have d is­
t in c t ly  re laxed the te r ro r  con­
d itions w h ich  the y  themselves 
now a d m it p reva iled  in the long 
and m urderous years o f S ta lin ’s 
ru le . There is even a propaganda 
e f fo r t  to  create the im pression 
th a t  dem ocracy p re va ils  in  the 
Soviet U n ion . There is g re a t 
stress la id  on the  c la im  th a t the 
members o f the  S o v i e t  are 
elected. T h is  is o f course absurd, 
when no opposition pa rties  are 
allowed and when a ll th a t a So­
v ie t c itizen can do is to  vote fo r  
o r aga inst the  candidate p u t up 
by  the Governm ent P a rty .

O P P O S IT IO N  P R O H IB IT E D
They also stress th a t c r i t i ­

cism o f the governm ent is p e r­
m itted  and even encouraged in 
the USSR. I t  is  tru e  th a t c r it i­

cism is nowr encouraged; b u t 
w hat is allowed is on lv  c ritic ism  
and no t opposition. T h a t is to 
s?y, the on ly  c ritic ism  is any 
k in d  o f c ritic ism  w hich does not 
challenge governm enta l po licy 
bu t on ly  helps to  im prove the e f ­
fic ie ncy  w ith  which the G overn­
m en t’s po licy  is ca rried  ou t or 
prepared.

A n o th e r aspect o f the T ro t­
s ky is t analysis w h ich  I  found 
confirm ed is the prevalence o f 
gross in e q u a lity  in  wages  and 
incomes among the Soviet w o rk ­
ers and co llective fa rm ers. In  the 
f i r s t  place, p robab ly  fu l ly  one 
f i f t h  o f the S ov ie t w o rkers  re ­
ceive on ly  350 rub les per m onth 
as wages. As aga inst th is  there 
are h igh e r pa id  w o rkers  who 
earn as much as 3,000-3,500 
rub les a m onth, tha t, is ten times 
as much as the low er pa id  w o rk ­
ers. Secondly, a fa c to ry  m an­
ager receives as much as 12,000- 
15,000 rub les a m onth and even 
more. He the re fo re  receives fo r ty  
tim es the am ount o f the lowest 
pa id w orker.

There are scientists, w rite rs  
and ad m in is tra to rs  who have 
even la rg e r incomes than the 
m anager so th a t the  in eq ua lity  
is even g rea te r than one to  fo r ty . 
T h is  k ind  o f in eq ua lity  which 
creates a g u lf  between rich  and
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poor has no th in g  to do w ith  so­
cia lism . Indeed you do not get 
such wage and sa la ry  in eq ua lity  
even in c a p ita lis t E ngland today.

A n o th e r aspect o f the T ro ts k y ­
is t  analysis w h ich flo w s  fro m  
the above fac ts  is th a t the eco­
nom ica lly  p r iv ile g e d  s tra ta  o f 
the  popu la tion  are pressing upon 
the governm ent to make conces­
sions to  them. I  found evidence 
o f th is . Today you can buy a 
car in  the Soviet U n ion and also 
a house. F u rth e r the  owner o f a 
house can re n t i t  and sue fo r  
re n t and ejectm ent in the courts . 
Soviet law yers  to ld  me th at  such 
cases were frequen t. A car by 
the w ay c o s t s  ten thousand 
rubles, tw e n ty  thousand rub les 
and fo r ty  thousand rubles and 
they are be ing  bought a t these 
prices. There are also o ther 
th ings  like  re fr ig e ra to rs  which 
are obviously bought on ly  by 
the rich .

EC O N O M IC  PROGRESS
A t  the same tim e the T ro ts k y ­

is t  thesis th a t the nationalized 
p ro p e rtv  system which separates 
the USSR fro m  the ca p ita lis t 
countries has enabled trem en­
dous economic development also 
stands v e r ifie d  by the fac ts  I  
found. The cen tra l governm ent 
alone manages 200,000 factories 
and 100,000 construction  sites in 
the USSR. There are s im ila r sets 
o f enterprises managed by the 
d iffe re n t repub lics w h ich con­
s titu te  the Soviet federa tion . 
F u rth e r, p roduction is on such a 
scale th a t the general mass o f 
people are reasonably fed  and 
reasonably clad. Besides there is 
a system o f free  education r ig h t  
up to t he U n iv e rs ity  which could 
be the  envy o f the riches t cap­
ita l is t  countries. The fo u r  hun­
dred thousand U n iv e rs ity  s tu ­
dents in  the  USSR are ne a rly  
a ll holders o f scholarships.

Th is po in ts  to  another conclu­
sion which we T ro ts k y is ts  have 
draw n about the Soviet Union, 
nam ely th a t the masses are 
pressing upon the ru lin g  bureau­
cracy fo r  concessions. S ta lin  
abolished free  education espe­

c ia lly  at the  h igher stages. The 
present ru le rs  have been com­
pelled to  restore free  education 
com plete ly. S ta lin  had kept wide 
sections o f the w orkers at very  
low levels o f wages. The pres­
ent ru le rs  have been compelled 
to  g ive wage increases to  the 
lowest paid workers. The peo­
ple were beginn ing to  rebel 
against the S ta lin is t te r ro r  sys­
tem . The present ru le rs  have 
been forced to push the secret 
police in to  the background. And 
so on.

Thus the T ro ts k y is t thesis of 
the existence o f a clash, o f in ­
te rest between the ru lin g  bu­
reaucracy and the to ile r  mass, 
also stands va lida ted. To ad­
vance to socialism  i t  w ill be nec­
essary to  c a rry  out certa in  deep- 
go ing changes in the S ov ie t 
U n ion. B u t there is no con s titu ­
tio n a l road ava ilab le fo r  a ffe c t­
in g  such changes. The bu reau­
cracy has le g a lly  in s ta lle d  its e lf  
in  perm anent power. T h e  masses 
are the re fo re  compelled to those 
d irec t methods o f action to over­
th ro w  the bureaucracy w h ich  in 
th e ir  to ta l ity  w i l l  constitu te  a 
p o lit ic a l revo lu tion .

Need I  add th a t recent events 
in  H ungary  have proved beyond 
doubt th a t th is  po litica l revo lu ­
tio n  is a veritab le  re a lity  and 
not, as both ou r S ta lin is t c ritic s  
and our ca p ita lis t c r it ic s  th in k , 
a mere fig m e n t o f a w ish fu l 
im ag ina tion?

 Natalia Trotsky 
Wires She Is Safe

The m any friends of N a t­
a lia  T ro tsky  were very con­
cerned about her safety  when 
news came of the earthquake  
in M exico, especially as some 
newspapers had a la rm in g  re ­
ports about the dam age to her 
house. In  response to a te le- 
g ram , we received the fo llow ­
ing  response: “ Garden w all on 
street fe ll. N o  other dam age. 
Thanks. Greetings. N a ta lia .”

ten percent o f the w orkers  a t 
union m eetings buy the paper.

Recently, the T ro ts k y is t lead­
er H um berto  Valenzuela, a mem­
ber o f the leadership o f the 
W orkers  C entra l (C .U .T .) was 
able to defeat a po licy advocated 
by the  S ta lin is ts  th a t would have 
led to s tre e t- r io t adventures—  
p o licy  th a t would have b rough t 
defeat w ith o u t question in view  
o f the s p lit  in  the labor move­
m ent and lack o f a c lear objec­
tive . The T ro tsky is ts  proposed 
th a t the w ay to f ig h t  the r is in g  
cost o f l iv in g  is to prepare fo r  
a general s tr ik e  w ith  the demand 
fo r  a r is in g  scale o f wages (the 
esca la tor clause, as i t  is called 
in the U.S.) and fo r  ad d itiona l 
“ F a m ily  A llo tm e n ts .”

F in a lly , the Chilean T ro ts k y ­
is ts  a fte r  a tw o-yea r cam paign, 
were able to  b r in g  about the un i­
ty  o f the m un ic ipa l w orkers who 
were divided in to  d iffe re n t and 
irreconc ilab le  sectors. We p a r­
tic ipa ted  in  the N a tio n a l Con­
gress o f the te x tile  w orkers at 
the end o f June and are now 
pre pa ring  our p a rtic ip a tio n  in 
the  M e ta llu rg ica l and Construc­
tion  w orkers congresses, and es­
pecia lly  fo r  the na tiona l congress 
o f the W orkers  Central, which is 
to  take place A ug . 15-18 o f th is  
year.

In  conclusion, the L a tin -A m e r­
ican S ecre ta ria t o f T ro tsky ism  
(S L A T O ) is p re pa ring  fo r  a spe­
c ia l m eeting  in . th e  near fu tu re . 
On the agenda w il l  be the fo l­
lo w in g  item s, among others: The 
reso lu tions adopted by the la s t 
N a tion a l Congress o f A rg e n tin ­
ian  P.O.R., the Yankee Pla n of 
C o lon iza tion o f La tin -.A m erica , 
the s ign ificance o f the Common 
L a tin  - A m erican M arke t, p ro ­
posed by  the La Paz con fe r­
ence, the new s itu a tio n  in  B o li­
v ia  w ith  the open b reak between 
the governm ent and the C.O.B. 
(B o liv ia n  W orkers  Confederaf- 
t io n ) ,  the do w n -fa ll o f Rojas 
P in illa  o f Colombia, the s trugg le  
in Cuiba and the next w o rld  ga th ­
e ring  o f the T ro ts k y is t move­
ment.

Letters from Readers
Lavan Article Praised
E d ito r :

Y o u r a rtic le  by George Lavan 
in the June 24 issue on the 
N A A C P  and the task th a t faces 
the  N egro people was ve ry  much 
in  m y line  o f th in k in g . A s a lo ­
cal un ion leader in  the down­
r iv e r  section o f D e tro it and a 
m em ber o f the N A A C P , I  f in d  
i t  helps in  m y discussions of 
the problem s o f m y  people. I 
would like  to obtain you r paper 
loca lly . Is i t  possible fo r  me to 
buy the issu e here th a t I feel 
w il l help me in m y desire to 
s treng then m y union and en­
lig h te n  m y people?

V J
M ich igan

Zeal for Socialism
E d ito r :

W hen m ilk  d rive rs  in Chicago 
earn as much as $10000 a year, 
ra ilro a d  engineers $000 a m onth 
and b u ild in g  w o rkers  up to $5.00 
an hour where is the zeal fo r  a 
new w o rkers  social o rder to  come 
fro m ?  I t  cannot come fro m  a 
sm all grouo o f in te lle c tua l th in k ­
ers who lik e  to  solve problems 
and publish in te llec tua l papers 
lik e  the M ilita n t.  The Am erican 
w o rk e r is n o t in te rested in so­
cia lism . He has no soaring  am b i­
tions and the  on ly  a ltru is m  th a t 
he has is  to  g ive to  the  red- 
fea th er c h a rity . The Am erican 
w o rke r does no t read any theo­
re tica l labo r oaper. He reads 
popu la r ju n k  like  everybody else. 
N o re fo rm s in society  seem to be 
com ing fro m  th e  w e ll-pa id  A m e r­
ican w orker. He has h is  te le ­
v is ion  se t has he no t?

A re  in te lle c tua ls  supposed to 
starve fo r  th is  k in d  o f guy ? A  
be tte r o rder o f societv w i l l  have 
to  come fro m  an increase in 
e th ical ways o r re lig ious  in s ig h t 
on the p a rt o f the masses.

C.P.
Chicago

Slums in Dallas
E d ito r :

I  am sending some newspaper 
c lipp ings [m o s tlv  on the  slums 
in  W est D a llas ] .  T hrough  the 
years accounts o f slum areas ap­
pear in the  newspapers, and 
th a t ’s tha t— t i l l  the  tim e o f the 
nex t “ discovery,”  as i f  i t  were 
news. News to w hom ? N o t to 
me. F o r I  live  where you buv  
w a te r fo r  50 cents a ba rre l, 
bathe in a w ash tub  i f  you can 
get the  w a te r and use an o u t­
side p r iv y ;

I  do n 't be long to  a ch u rc h  b u t

I  believe in  God and don 't th in k  
i t ’s H is w i l l  th a t people should 
live  lik e  th is . I ’m  b e tte r now bu t 
I  was sick fo r  fo u r  years and 
no t e lig ib le  fo r  the County hos­
p ita l and unable to  pay fo r  other  
medical care. I lik e  the M il ita n t  
and pass i t  on when I f in d  a ny- 
one w ith  a m ind  o f his own— o f 
even one-ha lf in te res t, as long 
as he’s w i ll in g  to read it .

The C ity  go t worked up over 
the H ungarians —  so 1 e t ’s see 
w h a t’s done fo r  slum-clearance. 
L a s t sp ring  newspapers p ic tu red  
tons o f change collected by  pa­
perboys fo r  “ t ru th  do lla rs ”  to 
send over seas. E ith e r side could 
use ta l i t t le  tru th . R igh t?

I  don’t  mean to in fe r  resent­
m ent th a t the  H ungarians  were 
aided. I like  people helped, o r 
he lped to  help themselves, spe­
c ia lly  when they are f ig h tin g  or 
w o rk in g  fo r  freedom  o r justice .

B u t in  th is  case i t  is in s in ­
cere, a phony sym pathy ex­
pressed b y  p e o p l e  o f another 
cou n try  when c itizens o f th e ir  
own are neglected. I t ’s lik e  blam ­
ing- people who live in slums fo r  
no t he lp ing  themselves when i t ’s 
a ll m ost o f them can do to  get 
she lte r and food. I t ’s l ike organ­
iz in g  W h ite  C itizens Councils or 
the K lu  K lu x  K lan  o r m aking 
c iv il r ig h ts  sound f i l t hv. And i t ’s 
lik e  ma k in g  po litics  ou t o f hu ­
man r ig h ts  and d ig n ity .

M rs. T. L.
Dallas, Texas

Vacation or Weekend

Mountain Spring 
Gamp

an inter-racial resort

(w ith in  70 miles of N .Y .C . and 
P h iladelph ia)

Sw im m ing, sports, fun , congenial 
atm osphere, food —  good 

and p len ty

Rates from  $37.50 per week  
$6 per day

F o r reservations or fu r th e r  
in fo rm ation , w rite :

M t. Spring  Camp

R D  1, W ashington, N ew  Jersey

O r, in  N Y C  telephone A L  5-7852

(W e still have openings in 
o u r  separate Children’s 
Camp. Rates: $30 per week)

JO H N  G ATES

the function ing : o f soc ia lis t de­
mocracy.

T ake, fo r  exam ple, the hard  
fac t th a t T ro tsky ism  in the So­
v ie t Union is s till a forbidden  
subject: T ro tsky ists  rem ain  in 
ja i l ;  the M oscow -trials fram e-up  
against the Tro tskyists  has never 
been o ffic ia lly  renounced; the 
works of the L eft Opposition re ­
m ain suppressed; the fa ls if ic a ­
tion o f h istory, expunging the 
role o f T ro tsky , continues. In  
other words, the violent sup­
pression o f ideas, tendencies and 
a ll the processes of w orkers de­
mocracy rem ains the p revailing  
mode o f political life  in the So­
viet U nion. W h at does this sig­
n ify?

The v io le n t suppression o f 
ideas and th e ir  ca rrie rs  is fo r  
M a rx is ts  a sym ptom  o f a society 
gripped b y  deep con trad ic tions 
(o f the an tagon is tic  v a rie ty , i f  
you please). V io lence is no t an 
inna te  q u a lity  o f the human spe­
cies a ris in g  fro m  a m ora l f la w  
in the s tru c tu re  o f man. Violence 
is the produ'ct o f the clash of 
m a te ria l in te rests o f s o c i a l  
classes and groups v y in g  fo r  
th e ir  p o rtio n  of the social prod­
uct. The class s trugg le  in  a ll its  
fo rm s has been o rg an ica lly  t ie d  
up w ith  violence— w ith  the state 
as the m ost fin ished  expression 
o f th a t violence as exerted by 
the ru lin g  class against the op­
pressed classes.
. T h a t ’s w h y  ithe idea o f a so­

c ia lis t society th a t  does no t w it ­
ness the ‘ ‘w ith e rin g  away o f the 
s ta te ,”  th a t is, the e lim ina tion  
o f violence as an everyday so­
c ia l phenomenon, was always re ­
garded h y  M a rx is ts  as a com­
plete con tra d ic tion  in ter,ms.

T H E  B O L S H E V IK  V IE W
W hen the p ro le ta r ia t con­

quered pow er in Russia and es- 
tsibllished a S oviet jrovernm ent, 
th is  was regarded b y  the Bolshe­
v iks  in  a tw o fo ld  way:

F irs t,  in so fa r as the p ro le ta r­
ia t  needed a state, th a t is, an o r­
ganized fo rm  o f violence of the 
new ru lin g  class and its  allies 
aga inst the dispossessed classes 
o f land lords and cap ita lis ts  and 
the im p e ria lis t invaders, th is  
sta te  represented an inhe rited  
burden fro m  the reactionary  
past. In  th a t sense its  m a in te ­
nance would be a measure o f the 
distance separa ting  d irec t w o rk ­
ers ru le  fro m  socialism .

Second, the new type of state, 
organized on the basis of Soviets  
( w o r k e r s  councils), was re ­
garded by the Bolsheviks as a 
h ig her and h is torica lly  superior 
form  of democracy, the f irs t  de­
mocracy o f the producing toilers  
of society. I t  was so regarded  
precisely because the Soviet sys­
tem was in its very  nature a 
state  th a t aimed at its own liqni 
dation, that is, the abolition of 
the . class struggle  and thereby  
of relations of violence among 
men.

I  should aad th a t no t a single 
Bolshevik, in c lud ing  S ta lin  up to 
1924, ever pronounced the ab­
s u rd ity  th a t w ith in  the confines 
o f the S ov ie t Un ion its e lf, in a 
backward coun try , surrounded 
by a hostile  c a p ita lis t w o rld , a 
soc ia lis t society, th a t 5s, a class­
less society w h ich  w itnesses the 
“ w ith e rin g  aw ay o f the state,”  
could be atta ined . I t  was the u n i­
ve rsa lly  accepted p rogram  o f 
Bolshevism to bu ild  and s tre n g th ­
en the  Soviet U n ion  «s a “ be­
sieged fo rtre s s ”  w h ich would 
achieve a soc ia lis t society in con­
c e it  w ith  the  w o rk in g  class o f 
the advanced ca p ita lis t countries 
th rough  the in te rn a tio n a l socia l­
is t  revo lu tion .

D A N G E R O U S M E A S U R E
The ru le  o f the Soviet system 

was conceived and organized by 
Lenin and T ro ts k y  as the demo­
c ra tic  ru le  o f the w o rk in g  class. 
This, o f course, m eant the  rig<ht 
o f pa rties  to func tion  w ith in  the 
Soviet system w ith  d iffe re n t p ro ­
gram s and organ izations. Only 
w ith  the c iv il w a r  (1918-21) did 
the one-party  system  come in to  
be ing as a tem po ra ry  measure 
imposed by  the harsh re a lity  
faced by t 'h  e coun try . The 
Soviet Un ion was impoverished, 
wounded and hungry , invaded on 
every f ro n t  by  the anr)ies o f im ­
pe ria lism  and the W h ite  Guards. 
The m onopoly o f power by one 
p a rty  was considered a danger­
ous tem po ra ry  measure, to  be 
im m ed ia te ly  discarded as soon 
as the young w o rkers  state 
gained a b re a th in g  spell.

I t  was on ly  w ith  the rise  o f 
the bureaucracy, headed 'by the 
Sta'lin fac tio n  in  the p a rty , th a t 
the c iv il w a r measures were 
seized upon and tu rned  in to  pe r­
m anent in s titu tio n s  —  and th is

caime in second in the last elec­
tions held in the M e ta llu rg ica l 
W orkers  U n ion wh ich has more 
than 250,000 w orkers. The Peron­
ist,s s t i l l  hold the lead. The T ro t ­
sky is ts  won f . r  more votes than 
e ithe r the S ta lin is t  o r social- 
dem ocratic groups in t'his large 
and f ig h t in g  section o f the in ­
d u s tria l w o rk in g  class.

The paper o f the A rgen tine  
T ro tsky is ts , U  n i d a d Obrera 
(W orke rs  U n ity ) ,  is under heavy 
a ttack  by the ca tho l’ c -o liga rchy 
o f the c a p ita lis t class. Two pa­
pers (A n to rch a  and A zu l y B la n ­
co) opened a general a tta ck  on 
T ro tsky ism , saying i t  is the real 
an im a ting  fo rce  o f the P eronist 
w orkers. A t  the same tim e, a cap­
ita l is t  da ily  calls Un idad Qbrera 
one o f the m ost im p o rta n t week­
ly  pub lica tions in  tihe country . 
The c ircu la tio n  o f th is  paper is 
now 15,000 a week.

R A IL  S T R IK E
In  Peru, the P.O.R. (R evolu­

t io n a ry  W orke rs  P a rty )  played 
a m il ita n t  p a r t in  the g re a t 
s tr ik e  o f A requ ipa  w h ich  took 
place a t the  beg inn ing o f Ju ly . 
A  lead ing comrade o f the tra n s ­
p o rt in d u s try  was in the f i r s t  
line  o f s trugg le . He was one o f 
27 lead ing w orkers who were a r ­
rested. The ra ilro a d  w orkers  won 
th e ir  demands a fte r  a sharp 
s trugg le  in w h ich  the streets 
were pa tro lled  by tanks, s tre e t­
cars were derailed and police 
vehicles were stoned.

In  C h ile a C om m unist leader 
o f the m iners as w e ll as a lead­
in g  m ember o f the Socia lis t P a r­
ty  in the T e x tile  union jo ined the 
ranks o f T ro tsky ism . L a s t m onth 
a' T ro ts k y is t  was elected as a 
leader o f the W orkers  C entra l 
o f Santiago province (the  m ost 
im p o rta n t in the c o u n try ). A n ­
o the r comrade was the m ost pop­
u la r speaker a t a la rge  g a th e r­
in g  o f construction  w orkers. The 
paper o f the C h i l e a n  P.O.R. 
(F ren te  O brero ) is d a ily  be­
com ing more popu lar among the 
w orke rs ; a t present more th .n




