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Bittleman's Tresh 
Look7 at CP Crisis

By Harry Ring

Hungary and ‘Plot’ Theory of History
“ By its very nature the 20th Congress to f the Com­

munist Party of the Soviet Union] was bound to inspire 
true democrats, Socialists and Communists,”  says A lex­
ander B ittlem an in his serialized 
article on the crisis of the Com­
munist P arty  entitled, “ I Take 
a Fresh Look.”  As of this w r it ­
ing, eleven installments have 
appeared in the D aily Worker.

According; to B ittlem an, “ Com­
munists especially were ’bound 
to  be stimulated by the fresh 
look which the 20th Congress 
took a t the world, to themselves 
take a fresh lopk at the ir own 
programs, policies and organiza­
tions.”

But. he woefully adds, “ in our 
own Party i t  did not work out 
quite like  that. The b righ t new 
vision tended to  become some­
w hat obscured fo r the American 
people and the American Com­
m unist Party by certain aspects 
in  the reanpraisal o f S ta lin ’s 
role. . . This may not have 
added much to our d ifficu lties .”
B ittlem an inform s us, “ but it  
certa in ly did not help.”

This almost ludicrous “ esti­
mate”  of the shattering impact 
o f the 20th Congress on the 
Communist P a rty  is born o f B it- 
tleman’s e ffo rts  to prove the 
roots o f tlio CP crisis aj’e pure­
ly  “ American,”  springing from  
unfavorable “ objective”  circum­
stances in thi? country and “ sub­
jective”  errors by the party.

S TE IN  S V IE W
The entire trac t is intended to 

provide a “ theoretical”  p la tform  
fo r  the drive now being launched 
¡by the Eugene Dennis-Sid iStein 
w ing  of the CP leadership (w ith  
the apparent acquiescence of 
Wm. Z. Porter) to  “ reconstruct”  
the crisis-ridden organization.
This drive was opened w ith  a 
report by Stein, national organ­
ization secretary o f the party, 
to e. Ju ly  27 National Committee 
meeting and entitled, “ Rebuild 
the P a rty !”

In  th is report, to  the party bu­
reaucrats, Stein did not tr y  to 
s lithe r around the obvious rela­
tion o f the 20th Congress to the 
CP crisis j> s  Bittleman does in 
Jhe Daily W orker. The basis fo r 
the crisis, said Stein, is found 
“ in the serious weakening of 
what some o f us call our moor­
ings or our ideological founda­
tions.”  Tfiese consist o f “ confi­
dence in the firs t land o f so­
cialism. . . For 27 years such 
confidence abounded in our par­
ty .”  But, he added, “ the founda­
tions crumbled when i t  became 
clear from the 20th Congress of 
the CPSU tha t Soviet society 
was not as we had pictured it . ”

'Stein, like  B ittlem an, signaled 
the need to d ivert the discussion 
in  CP circles from  the grave is­
sues posed by the 20th Congress.
The need o f the hour, they both 
say, is to concentrate on “ Am er­
ican”  problems.

Stein assured one and a ll tha t 
democratization w ill be “ ac­
celerated”  by Khrushchev and 
Company. B ut he was very charry 
o f pu tting  all the CP’s eggs in 
one basket. “ I  do no t w ant to 
create the impression,”  he hasti­
ly  added, “ tha t i t  is the founda­
tion  o f our ideological rebuild­
ing. . . For the ideological roots 
o f our party  are r ig h t here in 
our own country.”

This does not mean tha t Stein 
favors cu tting  the CP’s ideo­
logical ties w ith  the Krem lin. I t  
is necessary to combat the po­
tion, he declared, “ tha t our fu ­
tu re  depends on disassociating 
ourselves from  the land of so­
cialism.”

DANGER IN  DISCUSSION
B u t both Stein and Bittleman 

understand t h a t  the projected 
“ reconstruction”  cannot proceed 
on the ¡basis o f a searching, 
party-w ide discussion o f th e  
revelations from  “ the land o f so­
cia lism ”  which made the “ re­

construction”  pro ject necessary 
i j j  the f i r s t  place. Such a dis­
cussion would yey^&l npt only 
tha t the CP leaders ?nMe the 
“ e rro r”  o f serving as b lind apol­
ogists fo r 'Stalin, b u t also that 
the ir politics were, and s til l re­
main, tailored to serve the in te r­
ests of K rem lin  fore ign policy 
and not the interests of the 
American, the iSoviet, or the 
world w orking class.

For example, B ittlem an points 
to the period when E arl Brow 
der was dumped as one where 
the pa rty  “ went overboard”  in 
changing its  line. Omitted, 
however, is the key fact that 
neither the decision to o u s t  
Browder, nor the cfiange in line,

Some Buried History 
About Bittleman

The Daily W orker failed to 
o ffe r a single biographical 
note in  publishing Alexander 
B ittlem an’s “ fresh l o o k ”  
series. This ommission un­
doubtedly. arises out o f the 
fact tha t Communist Party 
history proved embarrassing 
a fte r the S ta lin  revelations. 
Yet some o f B ittlem an’s his­
to ry  should be o f interest. In  
1937 he undertook the defense 
o f S ta lin ’s frame-up tria ls . 
He wrote a pamphlet called 
“ Trotsky the T ra ito r”  in  
which he said, “ Conspiracy 
w ith  H it le r and Japan to dis­
member the Soviet Union . . . 
to engage in wrecking ac tiv i­
ties . . .  to  plan assassination 
o f Soviet leaders. . . Trotsky 
and his agents have been 
proven guiSty o f a ll these un­
speakable crimes.”  From the 
20th Congress came the ad­
mission tha t these charges 
were all lies. L itt le  wonder 
he and his fellow  CP leaders 
fear discussion o f the 20th 
Congress. I t  is easier to forget 
than to  explain.

By John Thayer
T H E  TR U TH  ABO UT H U N ­

GARY. Ry Herbert Aptheker.
New Y o rk : Mainstream Pub­
lishers 1957, 256 pp., $3.00
(paper $2.Q0).

This book’s purpose is to 
fu rn ish . jiisÇoric^ï proof fp r  the 
claim  by the K rem lin  and Kadar 
regime tha t last year's Hun­
garian Revolution was rea lly  a 
counter - révolution to restore 
capita lism  and was princ ipa lly  
inspired and led by im peria lis t 
agents and |fç>rthyite fascists.

Thé S talin ist'm ovem ent in th is 
country has in the past com- 
/hissioried s im ila r jobs. The aim, 
a decade ago, o f The Great Con­
spiracy by Sayers and Kahn was 
to prove the Moscow “ confes­
sion”  tr ia ls  were gospel tru th  
and th a t T rotskyists were fascist 
mad dogs. Such “ proof”  depended 
on slander and fa ls ifica tion. But 
times have changed requ iring  a 
d iffe re n t method and d iffe ren t 
authors.

Aptheker, the author o f this 
book, has a reputation as a 
scholar fo r  his very creditable 
studies on Negro history. How 
w ell th a t reputation w ill sui’vive 
th is present w ork is question­
able, but he indubitably stands 
on a higher moral plane than 
the lite ra ry  fram e-up artists 
who concocted The Great Con­
spiracy*. H is method is not tha t 
o f open, conscious fa ls ifica tion. 
H is sins are those o f omission 
ra ther than Commission.

NOT C H E M IC A LLY  PURE
Since revolutionary upheavals 

and the masses tha t make them 
are never chemically pure, almost 
any revolution in h is to ry can be 
detracted, s m e a r e d ,  even 
“ proven”  its  opposite by omission 
o f disagreeable facts and care­
fu l selection and compiling of 
those Conducive to the desired 
conclusion. This is the method 
o f the p lo t theory o f h istory 
according to which blind masses 
are manipulated by clever con­
spirators. Thus the standard 
bourgeois “ explanation’-’ o f Rus­
sia’s October Revolution is tha t 
i t  was a clevely executed coup 
d’e tat by a tin y  m inority , not a 
real' revolution by conscious 
masses. A  century ago French 
royalists "proved”  th a t the Great 
French Revolution o f 1789 broke 
out and raged fo r  years because 
the Orleans branch o f the royal 
fa m ily  aimed to supplant the 
Bourbons. I t  is indisputable tha t 
the Duke o f Orleans paid huge 
sums o f money to innumerable
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Budapest workers shown inspecting two of the Krem lin 's 
a rtille ry  guns they knocked out of action during the Hungarian 
revolution which began Oct. 23 last year. The anniversary 
Article on th is page exposes the propaganda lies o f the Soviet 
bureaucrats against the vuppressed uprising.

plosion and general s trike  in 
Poznan which so g r e a t l y  
accelerated the march o f events. 
Is th is because Poznan was a 
m in ia ture o f the Hungarian 
Revolution and because Apthek- 
er’s thesis was attempted and 
ing loriously disproved in the 
tr ia ls  which followed ? More­
over, Aptheker is in  the Curious 
position o f approving Poland’s 
October while denigrating Hun-j 
ga ry ’s.

The chapter entitled “ E ffo rts  
a t Change”  attempts to give the 
regime credit fo r  reforms, un­
w ittin g ly  i t  traces the rapid 
growth o f a storm y mass move­
ment. This movement abruptly 
disappears in  the next chapter 
entitled “ The U pris ing ,”  and in 
its  stead emerge Horthyites, im ­
peria lis t agents and a p it ifu lly  
smail handful o f duped workers. 
In  life , the growing mass move­
ment, in  the next chapter, made 
the leap onto the barricades.

I f  newspaper readers learned 
anyth ing about the Hungarian 
Revolution i t  was th a t workers’ 
councils played a very im portant 
role. I  recall b u t one mention 
in  th is  whole book o f workers’ 
councils. Here i t  is : “ In  the 
m ajor factories i t  [the Kadar 
regim e] is encouraging the 
development o f workers’ councils 
(not regional councils) which are 
to Confine th e ir activ ities to  
economic and management ques­
tions, however, and not, in  a 
syndicalist manner, enter into 
the po litica l arena."'’  In  addition 
to a defin ition which would make 
the Russian soviets o f 1917 
“ syndicalist,”  a h is to ry o f the 
Hungarian Revolution minus 
workers’ councils is like  a his­
to ry  o f the Bolshevik Revolution 
minus soviets, which by no mere

originated in the American CP. 
That particu la r somersault —  as 
w ith  all the others since the 
S talinization o f the party  in  the 
1920’s — sprang d irectlv  from 
the changed foreign policy needs 
o f the bureaucratic caste in  the 
K rem lin.

But, i t  w ill be argued, all o f1 
that ip in the past. Now “ the 
ideological roots of our party 
are r ig h t here in our own coun­
try .”

L IV E  TOGETHER
Those who may believe this 

should read B ittlem an w ith  par­
ticu la r care. I f  nothing else, he 
has the dubious distinction of 
spelling out the T>olicv of the 
nartv  leadership in  surprisingly 
frank fa^hiVn. w ;s point of de­
parture is the line reiterated at 
the 20t*i Congress on the need 
to establish a “ durable era”  of 
peaceful co-exi^ten^e w ith  w'orld 
capitalism. He spells out the fact 
tha t the Krem lin concept o f co­
existence means a “ live- and le t 
live ”  deal w ith  capitalism which 
completely sacrifices the in te r­
ests of the workers.

“ The emerging period of 
peaceful co-existence and com­
petition,”  announces Bittleman, 
“ does not call fo r  the abolition 
n f capitalism in the U jS. . . . 
To use the scientific term inolo­
gy of Marxism-Leninism, the 
social and po litica l nature o f the 
struggle w ill be generally dem­
ocratic, not socialist.”

Can the OP be “ reconstructed”  
on tVie basis of a urogram which 
rules out a socialist perspective 
fo r  an entire “ historical pe­
riod?”  Does such a program co­
incide w ith  the rea litv  o f Am er­
ican developments? We w il l  Re­
turn to these questions.

agents to  dethrone Louis X V I 
befoye and during the Revolution.

And in  the Russian Revolution 
o f 1905 what about those crowds 
expressing a t times reactionary 
and anti-Sem itic prejudices? And 
w hat about the insurgent groups 
tha t were ge tting  money from  
the Japanese im peria lists w ith  
whom Czarist Russia was then 
a t war? Lenin noted them, said 
Such things were inevitable in => 
revolution and o f m inor im ­
portance. '

W hat a travesty o f h istorical 
re a lity  Aptheker’s plot-theory 
and selection-omission method 
could make o f the February 1917 
•Revolution which overthrew 
Czarism. How many figures tha t 
emerged in leading roles turned 
out in  ten months to  be white 
te rro ris ts , anti-Semites, restora- 
tionists? And would Aptheker 
maintain th a t even those masses 
which swung over to support of 
Bolshevism completely shed and 
never expressed the ir centuries- 
old prejudices o f anti-Semitism 
during and a fte r October? Ger­
man imperialism  spent consider­

able money to increase w artim e 
dissaffection in  Czarist Russia. 
I t  hadl spies and secret agents in 
Russia. D id they not partic ipate 
in  the February events ? A 
juc ie r fa c t than any Aptheker 
cites on H ungary is th a t the  
German General S ta ff trans­
ported Lenin from  Switzerland 
to Russia. Using the treatm ent 
today employed by Aptheker 
quite an impressive “ documenta­
tio n '' was once assembled "p rov ­
ing”  th a t the Bolshevik revolu­
tion  was a German-inspired plot.

FALSE USE OF QUOTE
Three-quarters o f th is book is 

devoted to laying the h istorica l 
and po litica l basis fo r  the con­
cluding thesis about the actual 
revolution. Many useful and in ­
teresting facts are presented. 
The author has ransacked books, 
articles, speeches by U.S. po li­
ticians and Hungarian emigres, 
etc., fo r  a useful phrase or 
sentence to fo r t i fy  his argument. 
This slanting, th is  s tra in ing fo r  
detective-story clues, leads to 
many ludicrous assertions. ]Here

is one taken a t random: Aptheker, 
build ing a case tha t the uprising 
was planned abroad and the 
plans known to insiders, finds 
s ign ifican t ‘ ‘fo r  its  clear sense of 
immediacy”  and a “ f irm ly  
phrophetic vision th a t very soon 
th is  [up ris ing ] would be a t­
tempted,'' the fo llow ing state­
ment by the exiled, form er 
Prem ier o f H ungary fe renc 
Nagy (not to 1» confused w ith  
Im re  N agy). “ I  know th a t soon 
the tim e w il l  come when I  shall 
bend m y knee and kiss tha t 
sacred American soil, and thank 
i t  fo r  paving given bread to  my 
fam ily , and respect to me. Then 
I  shall tu rn  m y steps home, to 
my Hungarian people, to shoulder 
hum bly new cares and new 
burdens, and build w ith  m y 
modest strength, on the physical 
and sp iritua l ru ins —  a new na­
tion .”

I f  one is patient enough to 
hunt back almost a hundred 
pages, one learns th a t the book 
in which th is  statement appeared 
was published in  1948 and tha t 
consequently its  “ clear sense of 
immediacy”  predates the out­
break o f the Hungarian Revolu­
tion  by e ight years.

In  lay ing  the groundwork 
Aptheker minimizes facts tha t 
would weaken his case. Notable 
is the ignoring of the e ffect in 
H ungary o f T ito ’s break from  
the K rem lin  and the mere 
passing mention given the fram e- 
up th a t shook Hungary —  the 
R ajk tr ia l. Moscow,'s Control 
over Budapest is sloughed over. 
Thus Aptheker explains the 195f 
dow nfall and expulsion o f 
Premier Im re Nagy solely by 
in terna l economic causes, not 
h in ting  th a t Nagy was a ‘‘Malen­
kov man”  and was accordingly 
dumped by Khrushchev when 
the la tte r won round one in  the 
K rem lin. W herever the author 
feels i t  necessary to censure the 
Krem lin, he softens the blow as 
much as possible.

In  his treatm ent o f the 
“ errors”  o f the Hungarian CP 
leadership he also engages in 
apologetics. Though sometimes 
he goes as fa r  as to describe 
these “ errors’’ as “ crimes,’'’ the 
reluctance is pa in fu lly  apparent.

POLISH STRUGGLE 
IGNORED

N otably lacking is a descrip­
tion  o f the interaction o f the 
events in  Poland and Hungary 
leading up to the ir fa te fu l 
October Conclusions. There is no 
•mention o f the working-class ex-

coincidence is the Russian word 
fo r  the same thing.

FACTS TR EA TED  VA G U E LY
Though Aptheker does not 

essay an estimate o f the number 
o f Communist P arty  members 
k illed  in  the ‘ ‘white te rro r”  and 
“ pogrom'" tha t he maintains was 
the Hungarian Revolution, he 
gives the impression th a t i t  runs 
into the tens o f thousands. In  
the summer o f 1957 the Kadar 
government issued Volume I I I  
o f its  “ W hite Book’’ on the 
uprising, containing a l is t  o f 
CPers k illed  by the revolution­
ists. There are 201 names —  
166 o f them were members o f 
the AVH , the hated secret police, 
26 were pa rty  o ffic ia ls o r in  the 
service of the AVH . Between Oct. 
3 and Nov. 4, 1956 the freedom 
figh te rs  ja iled 2,829 persons. 
Over 2,000 o f these were mem­
bers o f the AVH.

This does not excuse lynching 
or execution w ithou t tr ia l.

Bu t i t  s h o w s  tha t the 
vengeance wreaked was not o f 
the mass proportions claimed by 
Aptheker but compares w ith  tihe 
unrestrained acts o f other popular 
uprisings. I t  is, fo r  example, less 
than th a t which followed the 
overthrow o f Mussolini. More­
over, can A ptheker claim tha t 
the Kadar regime since its  
trium ph has not executed more 
than 201 communists and so­
cialists and ja iled more than 
2,829?

The Kadar regime has had a 
year now to produce evidence 
proving its  thesis —  which is 
Aptheker’s —  th a t the revolu­
tion  was im peria lis t and fascist 
inspired and led. That i t  has not 
been able to  do so is the 
strongest re fu ta tion  o f th is bobk.

Young Socialist' Creates 
Stir at Two Universities

By Fred Halstead
The o ffic ia l student newspapers o f two m ajor Western 

universities devoted front-page-lead articles to  the ap­
pearance o f the new radical youth newspaper, The Young 
•Socialist, on the occasion o f its

Bigger
Than the Bomb

America’s atomic scientists have warned the world 
about the mounting threa t from  radioactive fall-out. 
Another world war, they declare, could mean the 
end of civilization. But what are the ir political pro­
posals on what should be done? Read about the 
“ frozen map”  they visualize fo r the fu tu re  and how 
people w ill prove to be bigger than the bomb. In  the 
fa ll issue o f the International Socialist Review.

Send 35c for a copy

International Socialist Review
116 University Place New York 3, N.Y.

A Paper Victory at Brighton
By Peter Fryer

This is the conclusion o f the 
analysis o f the recent confer­
ence of the B ritish  Labor P art;’ 
and the tasks o f the L e ft in 
B rita in . — Ed.)

The R ight w ing cannot derive 
much satisfaction from its  pa­
per victories at Brighton. The 
B ritish  workers are moving L e ft­
wards. R ight-w ing influence w ill 
melt like  snow under the in flu ­
ence o f the class struggle. A 
mass movement on wages and 
rents, against t h e  hydrogen 
bomb and the Tory government, 
w ill solve the paradoxes which 
marked the conference.

The trade union leaders and 
the G aitskellites are very much 
a fra id  of the ris ing  tide of w ork­
ing-class m ilitancy. This is why 
the union leaders are so eager 
fo r  a new Labor government. 
They are frightened th a t the 
T ory  government w ill provoke 
industria l s tr ife  on a scale which 
•might have unsettling effects in 
trade union head ¿ffices. The 
union leaders do not w ant to 
challenge the b ig  capita lists; 
they do not w ant to mobilize 
the ir forces, lest these forces get 
out o f hand-. The logical exten­
sion of th is  unwillingness to 
f ig h t is the Fabian New States­
man’s appeal last week tha t the 
unions should undertake to ac­
cept “ restra ints and responsibili­
ties”  under the next Labor gov­
ernment. In  other words, w ork­
ing-class standards are to be 
sacrificed to the interests o f the 
monopolists in  order to w in  the 
floa ting  voter.

A  GRAVE RISK
This entire conception of 

w atering down socialism and 
cramping m ilitancy in order to 
a ttra c t the middle-class voter 
disillusioned w ith  Toryism* but 
suspicious of Labor is riddled 
w ith  flaws. F irs t, a pa rty  which 
takes such steps runs grave 
risks of losing the support of 
industria l workers. Secondly, 
weakness, vacillations and hesi­
tancy w ill never a ttrac t more 
than ah ins ign ifican t section of 
the middle class. T h ird ly , the 
k ind o f concessions the R ight 
has made are such as w 'ill weak­
en Labor’s f ig h t against the 
very social force which menaces 
the security of small shopkeep­
ers and small businessmen: mo­
nopoly capitalism. E ither the La­
bor government takes immediate 
and bold measures when i t  comes 
to office to break the power of 
the big employers in  a series of 
key industries, or i t  is  doomed.

Industry and Society (the new 
Labor Party  program ) was de­
scribed by Bevan in lobby con­
versations a t B righton as “ rub­
bish”  (though th is did not pre­
vent his applauding i t ! )  I t  is 
rubbish indeed, fo r i t  envisages an 
approach to the economic tasks 
o f the next Labor government 
which would castrate tha t gov­
ernment and pave the way fo r 
another spell o f Toryism.

C A V - t  STAGE-M ANAGE 
WORKERS

The R ight w in '1, can no long­
er succeed, as i t  used to, in 
w illin g  the wool over the eyes 
of the rank and file . (No one 
has anv illusions about the ef­
ficacy o f the decision taken on 
rents, fo r  instance. Tt. means pre­
cisely nothing, as The Observer 
was cmick to point out.) For 
vears i t  has been nossible gent- 
Iv and unobtrusively to stage- 
manage the annual conference. 
But the movement of /m illions of 
workers determined n o t  to 
knuckle under to the blows being 
struck a t the ir hard-won rights 
is no t to  be stage-managed. 
N othing can prevent the w ork­
ers from  resisting; and in  the 
course of th e ir resistance there 
wri l l  £e manv who w ill learn that 
economic m ilitancy is incomplete 
w ithou t politica l m ilitancy; tha t 
the ir place is inside the Labor 
Party, demanding there th a t the 
political f ig h t against capitalism 
is waged relentlessly, thorough­
ly  an<J vigorously.

These m ilita n t workers consti­
tute the m ajor reserve o f the 
L e ft w ing o f the Labor Party. 
T he ir m ilitancy and the ir sup­
po rt mean th a t the L e ft can 
take Bevan’s defection w ithout a 
tremor. The entry o f a wave of 
active workers in  workshops and 
on bu ild ing  sites in to  the local 
Labor Parties in  the course of 
the coming battles w ill strength­
en the B ritish  L e ft and make 
clear to  the whole movement the 
va lid ity  of the L e ft alternative 
to a policy of adaptation to 
the Tories.

A t the same tim e fa r  more 
attention must be devoted to the 
composition o f the trade union 
delegations to  the Labor Party 
conference. The tim e has gone 
by when the movement could a f­
ford  to leave hundreds o f thou­
sands o f votes in the hands of 
fu ll-tim e  o ffic ia ls  who on occa­
sion pay scant respect to the de­
cisions of the ir own annual con­
ferences. A healthy and v ig ilan t 
rank-and-file  movement in indus­
try , side by side w ith  the active

partic ipation of every m ilitan t 
worker in his local Labor P arty : 
these are the guarantees tha t so­
cia list policies w ill prevail in 
the Labor Party.

*  * *
When the nevt Labor govern- 

ment takes office i t  w ill s ta rt 
w ith  a substantial nnd experi­
enced L e ft wino- in the partv, a 
fac to r which did not e x irt in 
1945.. The B righton conference 
has given the L e ft the opnor- 
tun itv , i f  its  lessons are studied 
in the constituencies, as thev 
surely w ill be, of beginning to 
arm itse lf now fo r  the General 
Election and the great tasks 
which w ill fo llow  it. The most 
essential weapon in the armory 
is a program: a lis t o f funda­
mental "political objectives around 
which the entire Labor Le ft. 
non-M arxist and M arx is t, can 
unite. To the extent th a t such a 
urogram is agreed and fought 
fo r together by such vehicles of 
Le ft-w ing  opinion as Tribune 
and bv the tens o f thousands of 
“ old-fashioned socialists”  in the 
localities, i t  w ill act as a magnet 
fo r all the healthv forces in the 
B ritish  working-class movement 
and w ill galvanize and inspire 
the active members o f the pa rty  
fo r  the hard, slogging Ibut re­
warding w ork tha t afwaits them.

PROGRAM FOR LE FT
This program ought to sum­

marize the most im portan t so­
c ia lis t steps which the L e ft be­
lieves the next Labor government 
should take on assuming office, 
and which i t  w il l camipaign fo r 
a t p a rty  conferences u n til they 
become the accepted policy of 
the p a rty  in Parliament and in 
the country. Needless to say, the 
precise terms o f such a pro­
gram can be decided only in the 
course of the post-Brighton dis­
cussions now beginning; but, 
judg ing  by the feeling among 
delegates, i t  w ill in all lik e li­
hood contain such demands as 
these:

(1) Nationalization o f the en­
gineering and shipbuilding in ­
dustries. Nationalization o f the 
build ing industry and of the land 
o f the big landowners.

(2) Renunciation by B rita in  of 
the testing, manufacture and use 
o f nuclear weapons, and an ap­
peal to the peoples o f other 
countries to follow  this lead.

(3) Repeal o f the Rent A ct 
and the removal o f a ll increases 
imposed under it.

(4) Self-determination fo r  B r it­
ish colonies, and the w ithdrawal 
of B ritish  troops from  them.

In  addition to campaigning fo r 
such demands as these, the B r it ­
ish L e ft w il l have to th ink  about 
strengthening its  links w ith  the 
industria l workers by setting its 
face resolutely against any pro­
posal fo r  a wages standstill, 
from whatever quarter th a t pro­
posal may come; and by playing 
a pa rt in the im portan t s trug­
gle fo r  one-hundred percent trade 
unionism, which is essential i f  
the employers’ offensive is to be 
contained and beaten back.

FOR ID EO LO G ICAL ARM ING

The politica l arm ing of the 
movement w ith  a common pro­
gram oup-ht to be supplemented 
by an ideological arm ing. The 
results of the B righton confer­
ence have set tens of thousands 
o f Labor P arty  members ta lk ­
ing: there is a new and salutary 
readiness to go to the very roots 
o f the -problems the movement is 
grappling w ith . In discussions on 
theory w ith  other socialists, jus t 
as in the industria l and politica l 
fields, B ritish  M arxists can make 
a useful contribution to the 
common pool o f ideas, provided 
they remember tha t they do not 
know a ll the answers, and tha t 
thev have something to learn as 
well as something to teach.

There now begins an uncom­
monly favourable period fo r  the 
development o f a real, combative, 
united L e ft in B rita in , strongly 
influenced by M arx is t ideas, re­
sponsive to the feelings of the 
industria l rank and file , deter­
mined not to  lose s ight o f the 
socialist aim.

'Since the above lines were 
w ritten , there have been two in ­
teresting developments which 
should be mentioned.

(1) Tribune this week carries 
an outspoken attack on Bevan’s 
views on the hydrogen bomb 
from  the pen o f its  editor 
Michael Foot. There are a great 
many letters on th is subject — 
and only two support Bevan.

(2) Tribune also puts the B r it ­
ish S ta lin ists on the spot w ith  
an article making i t  quite clear 
tha t the Communist P arty  has 
in fact changed its  line on the 
H-bomb. The CP program, just 
issued by the p a rty ’s political 
committee, calls on the Labor 
movement to  campaign fo r eight 
demands. Seven o f them con­
cern home poUicy. The eighth is 
ju s t the v a g u e  and woolly 
phrase “ The reduction o f arms 
expenditure.”

f i r s t  d istribution a t the cam­
puses. The Colorado D aily which 
reaches 11,000 students a t the 
U n ivers ity  o f Colorado in Boul­
der, headlined an objective and 
factual in terview  w ith  a YS dis­
tr ib u to r: “ Socialist D istributes
Paper, P r o p o s e s  Discussion 
Group.”

The D a ily  B ruin, published a t 
the U n ivers ity  of Californ ia at 
Los Angeles (17,000 students) 
devoted h a lf the fro n t page and 
three long editorials in  its Oct. 
7 issue to an attack on the 
Young S o c i a l i s t .  The Daily 
B ru in ’s banner headline reads: 
“ Socialists S tir a t U C LA .”

The Colorado D aily reported 
tha t YS supporters hope “ to es­
tablish an organization c ither on 
o r o f f  campus, according to the 
wishes o f its  members. His Tthe 
YS d is tribu to r who was in te r­
viewed) hopes were raised by 
the ‘fine reception o f the ma­
jo r ity  o f students who accepted 
the newspaper.’ ”

The Colorado D a ily  article 
continues: “ He stresr-ed repeat­
edly tha t his aim is to fu rthe r 
discussion of socialism, but not 
to propagate any particu la r be­
lie f. The socialist youth group 
which publishes the newspaper is 
the largest w ith in  the U.S., he 
claimed. I t  has no connection 
w ith  either the Communist Par­
ty  or any adult socialist party, 
he explained. The group has sup­
ported the Hungarian and Po­
lish  Revolutions, he said.

“ As a w ork ing  force, i t  hopes 
‘to  establish a jo in t relationship 
w ith  all radical youth groups 
w illin g  to work together fo r  a 
Socialist Movement. We w ill take 
anyone, even a form er commu­
nist, who believes in  Democratic 
Socialism’. . .”

UCLA — A “ FOCAL POINT”
The Daily. B ru in  article, by 

B ru in  C ity  E d ito r Tom Welch, 
begins: “ U C LA  campus is be­
coming a focal point fo r a new 
movement among radical stu­
dents and young people from  all 
over who are supporters o f the 
Socialist movement . . .”

The article, accompanied by a 
large p icture o f the fro n t page 
of the YS, captioned “ socialism's 
appeal to America’s young peo­
ple,”  lis ts  the names o f UGLA 
students Sponsoring the YS and 
the organizations w ith  which 
they have been associated. These 
include the Socialist Workers 
Party , the recently dissolved La­
bor Youth League, the Eugene 
V. Debs club and the Fellowship 
of Reconciliatoin.

“ These organizations appear 
scores of times in the latest and 
previous reports of the state 
fac t-find ing  on Un-American Ac­
tiv itie s ,”  says the D aily Bruin.
The remainder o f the artic le  
contains quotes from  the w itch­
hunt committee’s reports. The 
three editorials w a r n  UCLA 
students about that “ potentia lly 
dangerous combination which is 
experienced by every campus, floo r 1”

the m ix tu re  of youth and in te l­
lect.”  The students sre told to 
steer clear o f “ the untried”  un­
t i l  “ the quieting judgment b f 
m a tu rity  sets in .”

One o f the editorials ends 
w ith  th is fra n tic  note: “ Once
you have embraced an ideal as 
your own i t  w ill become hard to 
lose, even though la te r consider­
ation may show i t  w rong fo r 
you. T h in k !”

Another D a ily  B ru in editoria l 
attacks the YS proposal fo r  free 
discussion of socialism alleging 
tha t “ th is group does not desire 
to come into the open w ith  the 
presentation o f its  ideas to the 
general student body,”  and tha t 
the UCLA campus already hhs 
ample free discussion.

A QUICK R EPLY
These attacks were answered 

in  an open le tte r to the D a ily  
B ruin editors by Peter A llan, 
Los Angeles corresponding Ed­
ito r o f the Young Socialist. 
“ Since the D a ily  B ru in  monopo­
ly  on campus,'"’  A llan said, “ is  
well fo r tif ie d  by an adm inistra­
tive ban on d istribution o f ‘ra ­
dical’ lite ra tu re , a few  o f us 
stood outside the gates of 
U CLA, in  broad daylight, and 
handed out the paper to a ll stu­
dents w illin g  to read it .  . .

“ M r. Welch, on his p a rt rests 
his case on the reports of the 
C a lifo rn ia  Committee on un-­
American Activ ities. I  have be­
fore me the 4th and 5th reports 
(1948 and 1949) by th is com­
mittee, M r. Welch. . . The re­
ports l is t as alleged Communist 
or Communist fron ters suih
people and groups as John 
Huston, Danny Kaye, Gene 
K e lly , G regory Peck, Edward
G. Robinson, J u d g e  Isaac 
Pacht, Lena Horne, Assembly­
man Hawkins, Prof. Charles
Beard, the American C ivil L ib ­
erties Union, and a number of 
noted professors who are a t th is 
very moment teaching a t U C LA ! 
The socialist organizations ap­
pearing “ scores o f times in  the 
latest and previous reports”  of 
the above committee thus appear 
in some p re tty  decent compa­
ny! . . .

“ M r. Welch, I  w an t to test 
the unrestricted opportunities 
you say we have on th is cam­
pus to express ourselves! J f 
there really is fu l l  freedom to 
discuss a ll ideas, even socialist 
ideas, on campus, then I  call 
upon the DB editors, as admin­
is tra to rs  o f the un ivers ity ’s only 
organ of student expression, ‘to 
arrange a public discussion Or 
debate on the content of the 
Young Socialist— or on the ques­
tion  they ind irectly  raise, ‘W hy 
socialism?’ . . .

“ O r am I, w ith  naive ideal­
ism, taking your assurances too 
lite ra lly , M r. Welch? Please let 
me know i f  th is is proper. I  
would sincerely be impressed 
and happy i f  these righ ts  actual­
ly  materialize. Mssrs. Editors o f 
the Daily B ru in , you have the


