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CP’s Position 
On Soviet Jews

Bv H arry Ring

W hen the C om m unist P a rty  held its  nationa l conven­
tio n  las t February i t  was confronted w ith  the u rgent need 
to  take a stand on the disclosures o f the destruction  o f 
the  na tiona l r ig h ts  o f th e  Jew -®  
isih people in  the  Soviet U n ion.
T he  leadership o f the Commun­
is t  P a r ty  prevented a discus­
sion o f th is  issue by  the con­
ve n tio n  delegates. Instead, un­
de r the shabby p re te x t o f “ pres­
su re  o f o th e r business,”  i t  pu t 
th ro u g h  a m otion to  re fe r a res­
o lu tio n  on the question to  the in ­
com ing n a tion a l com m ittee.

On J u ly  21, the  W o rk e r re ­
p o rte d  th a t t)he new na tiona l 
com m ittee  had f in a l ly  adopted 
a re so lu tio n  on the  Jew ish ques­
t io n  in  the  S ov ie t U n ion . The 
reso lu tion  is w o rth  exam in ing  in  
the con te x t o f prev ious CP p ro ­
nouncem ents on the question.

N . Y . R E S O LU TIO N
L a s t M arch  31, the N ew  Y o rk  

S ta te  convention o f the Com m un­
is t  P a r ty  adopted1 a reso lu tion  
on the  Jew ish question. A  week 
la te r , t)he D a ily  W o rke r in  a 
le n g th y  e d ito r ia l e n tit le d  “ A  
F o r th r ig h t  Resolu tion ,”  t r iu m ­
p h a n tly  ha iled  th is  action  as 
bone-crushing p ro o f o f  the  “ new 
course”  charted  by the  *party, a 
course w h ich was supposed to  
end ideo log ica l subservience to  
the  K re m lin .

A c tu a lly  the  reso lu tion  was fa r  
fro m  “ fo r th r ig h t . ”  T rue , i t  ex­
pressed ‘ ‘shock”  a t the  s laughter 
o f Jew ish w r ite rs  under S ta lin  
I t  deplored the ab roga tion  o f the 
n a tion a l r ig h ts  o f the Jews which 
are supposed to be guaranteed by 
the Soviet c o n s titu tio n  and i t  
etven pressed the  S ov ie t govern­
m en t fo r  a s ta tem en t o f in te n ­
tio n s  on the  Jews. B u t a t the 
same tim e  i t  a ttem pted  to  as­
sure a deeply troub led  Com m un­
is t  P a rty  m em bership o f its  fu l l  
confidence th a t “ the Soviet P a r­
tly, which is s tead ily  co rre c ting  
th e  e rro rs  o f the S ta lin  period, 
w ill,  in  the proctess i t  has begun 
o f  exam in ing  the  Jew ish ques­
t io n  and the L e n in is t so lu tion  
to  i t ,  g ive  fu l l  expression to 
the  c u ltu ra l seeds and desires 
o f the  Jew ish people.”

NO  E V ID E N C E
T h is  expression o f "c o n f i­

dence”  was » new e f fo r t  to 
w h itew ash  the K re m lin  bureau­
c racy  w h ich  hss destroyed the 
g re a t gains won by  the  Soviet 
Jew s as a re s u lt o f the  1917 
re vo lu tio n . The reso lu tion  did not 
and could n o t o f fe r  a shred' o f 
evidence to bo ls te r its  c la im  th a t 
the  K i ’em lin  was “ exam in ing ”  
th e  question o r seeking a “ L e n ­
in is t  so lu tion ,”  to  it .  A l l  the  
ava ilab le  fac ts  proved the con­
t r a r y  and Continue to  prove the 
c o n tra ry  to  th is  day.

The N ew  Y o rk  S ta te  conven­
t io n  w h itew ash  jolb ' w as s t i l l  
fre sh  in  m y  m ind  as I  sa t down 
to  read the  re p o rt on the  pres­
e n t na tiona l com m ittee reso lu ­
tio n . T h is  tim e  the re  w as no 
e d ito r ia l fa n fa re . N o t even the 
e n tire  te x t  o f the reso lu tion  was 
published. Instead! I  fou nd  a se­
rie s  o f ex trac ts  fburied in  a re ­
p o r t  on fiv e  d if fe re n t  reso lu tions 
adopted by the com m ittee. These 
lex trects  seemed e x tre m ly  fa ­
m ilia r . I  checked back on the res­
o lu tio n  adopted fo u r  m onths ago 
and, !o and behold, fo u n d  the 
published ex trac ts  o f the present 
reso lu tion  to (be s tra ig h t, \vordu 
fo r-w o rd  répétions o f the  New 
Y o rk  reso lu tion !

In  o th e r words, fo u r  m onths
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la te r—  fo u r  mamths in  which 
K hrushchev and com pany have 
s t i l l  no t uttetfed a m um bling  
w ord tlvat would ind ica te  an im ­
provem ent o f the lo t o f the  Jews 
— the  leadership o f the Commun­
is t  P a r ty  braSenly repeats its  
“ confidence”  th a t the “ e rro rs ”  
a re  being re c tif ie d  and th in g s  
are go ing to  be fin e  and dandy 
fo r  thje S oviet Jews.

T h is  g ra tu itou s ' in s u lt to  rank- 
a n d -file  Com m unists was appa r­
e n tly  too much even fo r  the  Jew ­
ish language da ily,. F re ilhe it, to 
stom ach ra w . In  the  same issue 
i.n w h ich  i t  rep o rted  adoption o f 
the  reso lu tion , F re ih e it  also 
po in te d ly  published a recent, de­
v a s ta tin g  exchange on the 
Jew ish question between the So­
v ie t Society fo r  C u ltu ra l Rela­
tions w ith  ¡Foreign C ountries and 
the  Jew ish P rogressive  Center 
in  M elbourne , A u s tra lia . The ex­
change was prom pted b y  a res­
o lu tio n  on the Jew ish question 
fo rw a rd e d  to  the  USSR by  the 
M elbourne g ro up  w h ich  is pro - 
Soviet.

PRESTO — NO M O RE 
P R O B LE M

R e p ly ing  to  th is  reso lu tion , 
the  'Soviet le tte r  asserts w ith  
ty p ic a l bu reaucra tic  arrogance 
th a t  i t  sp rings fro m  an ig n o r­
ance o f ‘ ‘the  l i fe  and cu ltu re  
o f tlhe S oviet' peoples.”  The So­
v ie t  gove i'm nent agency cla im s 
th a t in  a l l countries, except Is ­
rae l, Jews are “ n a tu ra lly ”  assim­
ila ted . I t  then b la n d ly  asserts. 
“ There  is  no Jew ish 'p rob lem ’ 
in  the  USSR. F o r  the  overw helm ­
in g  m a jo r ity  o f the S oviet Jew's, 
th e ir  na tio n a l language is  Rus­
sian o r the  language o f the Re­
pu b lic  in: w h ich  the y  liv e .”  The 
le tte r  continues, “ W e do not 
deny th a t a t  a ce rta in  tim e  there 
occurred in  th e  S ov ie t Un ion 
ce rta in  v io la tio n s  o f S ov ie t le ­
g a lity  th a t have h i t  .Soviet Jews 
in the same w a y  as they  h i t  So­
v ie t c itizens o f o the r n a tio n a li­
ties. Those wOro su ffe re d  inno ­
cen tly  toy these v io la tions , Jews 
as w e ll as non-iJews, a re  be;ng 
re h a b ilita te d  and g iven bacik 
th e ir  f u l l  r ig h ts .”  F in a llv  i t  as­
sures the A u s tra lia n s  th a t the 
Jews hs've made b ig  advances as 
" p a r t  o f the m u lti-m ill io n  fa m ily  
o f the S oviet people.”

In  a s lash ing re p ly  which re ­
ceives the  e d ito r ia l endorsement 
o f Fneihe it, the  A u s tra lia n s  d is ­
pose o f these argum ents. They 
w r ite :  “ You po in t ou t in  your 
answer to  us . . . th a t Jews are 
p e rm itte d  in to  a ll p a rts  o f the 
na tio n a l ecoaiomv and cu ltu re . 
W’e are ve rv  sa tis fied  to  hea j 
th a t . . . B u t th a t is  - no t the 
whole s to ry . Wle Jew's in  A us­
t r a l ia  also have f u l l  c itizensh ip 
r ig h ts , as have Jews in  a series 
o f o th e r dem ocratic countries. 
B u t we don’t  make much o f a 
hu llaba loo about i t .  . . .

D IS T IN G U IS H IN G  F E A T U R E
“ W h a t we have always consid­
ered a special m a n ife s ta tio n  o f 
advanced social leg is la tion ' in' the 
S oviet U n ion  was the  fa c t th a t 
Jews, thanks  to the  revo lu tion , 
(had obtained eoual r ig h ts , not 
ju s t as TiNiDTVTDUALS b u t also 
as a N A T IO N A L  group. The 
Jew ish c u ltu re  had been' g iven 
f u l l  r ig h ts  w ith  a ll o th e r n a tio n ­
a l cu ltu re s  . . . n o t as a favo r, 
b u t as a commonplace d u ty  o f  a 
socia lis t governm ent. (E m phasis 
in  o r ig in a l.)

“ W h a t caused us to  speak up,”  
the  le tte r  adds, “ is  n o t on ly  
wrh a t. you  ca ll ‘v io la tio n s  o f le ­
g a lity  in  w h ich Jews and non- 
Jews su ffe re d .’ T h a t is a m a t­
te r  by  its e lf .  B u t som eth ing else 
(happened too— nam ely, the com­
plete and to ta l liq u id a tio n  o f ev­
e ry  sign and expression o f 
the . . . Jew ish people’s cu l­
tu re .”

A nd the N a tion a l Com m ittee 
o f the C om m unist P a rty , in  the  
name o f i ts  “ new look,”  solemn­
ly  assures us o f its  “ cohfidcnce”  
th a t the  ve ry  people responsible 
fo r  the  crim es deta iled in  the 
le tte r  o f the  A u s tra lia n s  a re  go­
in g  to  re c t ify  them  any day 
now !
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The Workers Councils in Yugoslavia
By C. R. Hubbard

F o r the f ir s t  tim e  sinae the 
Yugoslav C om m unist P a rty  took 
power a congress o f W orkers  
Councils was convened. The Con­
gress was in  session fo r  threle 
days, June 25, 26 and 27, and 
was attended by 1,745 delegates 
elected by W orke rs  Councils 
th roughou t the  coun try .

The fa c t th a t the  Congress 
was convoked— seven years a fte r  
the W orkers  Councils w e r e  
fo rm ed and over a' decade a fte r  
the Y C P  came to  pow er— is a 
sym ptom  o f the  g ro w th  o f the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  consciousness and 
a c t iv ity  o f the  w o rk in g  class in 
the E as t European countries. In  
H u n g a ry  and in  Poland these 
(ilonmations sprang in to  be ing 
w ith o u t o ff ic ia l pe rm iss ion o r 
sponsorship a n d  im m ed ia te ly  
challenged the pow er o f the S ta­
l in is t  bureaucrats. Indeed in  
H ungary , f o r  a lm ost am en tire  
m onth  la s t year, the y  functioned 
as re v o lu tio n a ry  organs o f the 
w o rk in g  class s im ila r  to the ro le  
p layed by the  S ov ie ts -in  Russia 
in  1905 and 1917.

The problem  o f W orke rs  Coun­
cils and w h a t a tt itu d e  the  Com­
m un is t P a rtie s  in  the  Soviet 
or-bit should take to w a rd  them  
has become a cen tra l issue in the 
con troversy between T ito  and 
the K re m lin . I t  was f i r s t  ra ised 
in  a sharp fo rm  in  the  fa l l  of 
1956 w hen the S ov ie t Un ion 
crushed the  H u ng a ria n  re v o lu ­
tion  and began the  job  o f d isa rm ­
ing  and d iso rg an iz ing  the  W o rk ­
ers Councils in  H u ng a ry .

T IT O  F L A Y S  K R E M L IN
A t  the June Congress in  Y ugo­

s lav ia  T ito  again made a< sharp 
a tta ck  aga ins t the  K re m lin  and 
its  opposition to  w o rke rs  coun­
c ils. He said, “ W hen the apolo­
g is ts  o f dogmatism- o f a doub tfu l 
o r ig in  now d ispu te  the va lue o f 
our system o f w o rke rs ’ se lf-gov­
e rnm ent, ca llin g  i t  anarchy, etc., 
we have n o t the le as t necessity, 
fro m  a M a rx is t  v iew po in t, to 
ju s t i fy  th e  correctness and the 
e ffic ie ncy  o f o u r  system o f w o rk-

P o lish  w orkers  shown above applaud a m otion suppo rting  
G om ulka’s resistance to  the K re m lin  la s t October. One product 
o f the October events was the  crea tion  by w o rke rs  in  m any 
leading fac to ries  o f w orkers ’ councils. G om ulka has warned 
these councils against seeking' to  become organs o f w orkers ’ 
p o lit ic a l power.

ers’ se lf-gove rnm en t th e o re tica l­
ly  because i t  has proved its  fu l l  
va lue in  practice . . . The true  
dem ocratic and soc ia lis t re la tions  
in  the  p roduc tion  are rea lized .”  
(R eview  o f In te rn a tio n a l A f ­
fa irs ,  J u ly  1.)

T ito ’s denuncia tion o f t)he 
K re m lin , (the  dogm atis ts  o f 
“ do u b tfu l o r ig in ” ) was en thus i­
a s tic a lly  rece ived by the  dele­
gates. B a rb a ra  C a s t l  e, New 
S tatesm an re p o rte r a t the  Con­
gress, described the  p i t i fu l  45- 
m inu te  apologia fo r  “ dem ocratic 
cen tra lism ,”  made toy G rish in , 
rep resen ting  the  Soviet trade  
unions. “ As one eastern sa te llite  
v is ito r  a fte r  another stum ped to 
the  ros trum  in  his wake to  l is t  
woodenly th e ir  achievements on 
the  Soviet model,”  B arbara 
Castle reported , “ the  delegates’ 
fu r y  could scarcely be re s tra in ­
ed. T h e ir w h ispe rings and m u t-

te r in g s  s truck  the  m ost spon­
taneous note o f the  whole 
conference.”  Loga-S ov in jsk i, one 
o f G om ulka ’s r ig h t  h a n d  
men, a fte r  T ito , topped thje Con­
gress “ p o p u la rity  p o ll”  when he 
defended the w orkers  councils o f 
Yugoslav ia .

F E A R  B R E AC H
T he  opposition o f Khrushchev 

and the Com m unist P a rty  o f the 
Soviet U n io n  to  w o rke rs  coun­
c ils  is n o t d i f f ic u lt  to understand. 
T he bu reaucra tic  caste in  Rus­
s ia  is fa r  r ic h e r and m ore en­
trenched than the E as t European 
ru le rs . A n d  the w o rk in g  class 
is  fa r  m ore po w e rfu l and po­
l i t ic a lly  conscious in  the  Soviet 
Union. To y ie ld  any k in d  o f in ­
dependent ro le, no m a tte r  how 
lim ite d , to  mass o rgan iza tions o f 
the  w o rke rs  w o u ld  be an i r ­
reparab le  (breach in  the  whole

(i)bureaucratic edifice. The K rem ­
lin  knows th is  and reacts sav­
agely to p re ven t the  appearance 
o f independent o rgan iza tions of 
the w orkers.

Y e t T ito ’s c la im  to  M arx ism  
and the achievement o f “ true  
dem ocratic and soc ia lis t re la ­
tions”  in p roduction is not much 
closer to  the t ru th  than K hrush ­
chev’s s im ila r  cla im s. The w o rk ­
ers councils in  Yugoslavia  are 
r o t  genuine in s tru m en ts  o f 
w o rk in g  class ru le . F rom  the 
very  beg inn ing these councils 
hav(e been sponsored by the  bu­
reaucra ts and c a r e f u l l y  re ­
s tr ic ted  in  th e ir  functions. They 
have no governm enta l power 
whatsoever. They do not even 
have much power in the factories.

S T A T IS T IC S
A ccord in g  to  the  Y ugoslav 

S ta tis tic a l In s t itu te , less than 
10!% o f the w o rke rs  in  indus­
tr ie s  em p loying  over 30 w orkers  
be long to  the councils, and the 
overw helm ing m a jo r ity  o f  these 
a re 'in  the sk illed  and o ffic e  ca t­
egory. In  these en terprises on ly 
30,232 p roduction  and o ffice  
w o rke rs  a c tu a lly  serve on man­
ag ing  boards.

I t  is  tru e , as B arbara  Castle 
w arns, th a t “ I t  w ould toe w ro ng  
to  dism iss ‘w o rke rs ’ p a rtic ip a ­
t io n ’ [ in  the  p lanned economy] 
as a facade.”  The w o rke rs  “ fre e ­
ly  and genu ine ly  make a la rge 
num ber o f economic and social 
decisions.”  F o r example, she 
says, the y  decide such questions 
as “ w hethe r to  increase bus 
fa re s  in  o rder to  ge t a be tte r 
serv ice ; to subsidize o r n o t to 
subsid ize; how rew ards sha ll be 
d is tr ib u te d .”  The bureaucrats in 
Y ugos lav ia  are thus compelled 
to  open, the door to  w o rke rs ’ p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in  ru n n in g  the “ w o rk ­
ers’ economy’ a t least to some 
extent.

Ju s t the  same, thé councils are 
s t r ic t ly  lim ite d  tio subsid iary 
problem s o f production. On gen­
e ra l economic po licy  they  havfe 
no say whatsoever. The w o rk ­
ers are reduced to  a pu re ly  “ ad­
v is o ry ”  ro le. Even the  na tiona l

Congress o f W orkers  Councils 
had. no power to  decide any th ing .

In  China, too, the bu reaucra tic  
caste in  its  e f fo r t  to  overcome 
its  iso la tion  fro m  the masses and 
s tim u la te  production, is exp e ri­
m en ting  w ith  various fo rm s of 
w o rk e rs ’ p a r tic ip a tio n  in the 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f production. 
W he th e r the w o rke rs  should be 
g iven a voice th rou gh  tiheir trade 
unions, th ro u g h  councils, or 
some, o ther fo rm , is  now un ­
der discussion a n d  p ro v is io na l 
groups have (been organ ized in  
a num ber o f fac to rie s  in Peking 
and Shanghai.

A N  A N A L O G Y
T ito ’s w o rkers  councils rnd  

M ao’s experim ents can ¡best be 
understood b y  ana logy w ith  
com pany unions th a t some U.S. 
cap ita lis ts  organized before the 
g re a t labor upsurge in  the 
1930’s.

I n 1 o rder to  p re ven t genuine 
unions fro m  o rgan iz ing  against 
the bosses, the companies spon­
sored “ unions”  w h ich  could easi­
ly  be con tro lled . Sometimes ave­
nues w ere  even opened up fo r  
the  expression o f grievances—  
as p. sa fe ty  va lve  and a means 
o f e lim in a tin g  m ilita n ts .

S im ila r ly ,  (both T ito  and Mao 
fee! the  need to  g ra n t  the w o rk ­
ers some voice. Both hope the re ­
by  to  s treng then  th e ir  con tro l 
over the w o rk in g  class. They 
p o in t ou t to  the  K re m lin  th a t 
l im ite d  organs o f w o rke rs ’ con­
t ro l a re  the a lte rn a tive  to  a 
H u ng a ria n  development— th a t is* 
to  the  c rea tion  l-v  the  w orkers  
themselves o f o rgan iza tions th a t 
fro m  th e ir  incep tion W ill cha l­
lenge the  bureaucracy’s p o litica l 
and economic dom ination.

B ut ju s t as nvany o f the com ­
pany-sponsored unions in  the 
U.S. were trans fo rm ed  in to  m il­
ita n t in s tru m en ts  o f s tru g g le  in 
the  upsurge o f  the  w o rk in g  ci.ass 
in  the 1930’s so the ca re fu lly  con­
tro lle d  and res tr ic ted  councils in 
Y ugoslav ia— and now perhaps 
in  China— can be transfo rm ed 
in to  organs o f the w o rkers ’ Cn- 
m ocracy th a t w i l l  destroy the

bureaucra tic  ru le  over the w o rk ­
ers’ states fro m  top to  bottom .

P RESSURE M O U N T IN G
The .pressure o f the Yugoslav 

w orkers  was a lready ev iden t a t 
the June congress o f w orkers  
councils. A s B arba ra  Castle re ­
ported. “ Delegste a f te r  delegate 
a t the Congress demanded g re a t­
e r con tro l by the w o rke rs ’ coun­
cils over th e ir  own revenues and 
over wages po licy  (a t present 
c losely con tro lled  by  federa l 
re g u la tio n s ).”  And i t  w ill not ¡be 
lo ng  before tihey also demand 
p o lit ic a l pow er as w e ll.

T h is  is w ha t the K re m lin  
fears. The bu reaucra tic  caste in  
the Soviet U n ion, o lde r and m ore 
ru th less in  the s tru g g le  to p ro ­
te c t its  p riv ile ge s  ag?i?:st the 
w orkers , m ust fee l a cold sh iver 
tra v e l down its  spine a t a ll th is  
ta lk  o f w o rke rs ’ se lf-governm ent.

T h is  is a ll the m ore tru e  be­
cause o f the r ich  tra d itio n s  of 
w o rke rs ’ s e lf-ru le  in  the Soviet 
Un ion d u rin g  the years 1917- 
1.922 when the B o lshevik  P a rty  
under Len in  and T ro ts k y  based 
them selves on the dem ocra tic­
a lly  elected soviets. I t  was p re ­
c ise ly the  re vo lu tio n a ry  ru le  o f 
the soviets th a t m arked s leap 
fo rw a rd  in  freedom  over the lim ­
ite d  p a rlia m e n ta ry  dem ocracy o f 
cap ita lism . B u t the bu rea ucra tic  

.caste  rode to  pow er by  crush ing  
the  organs o f w o rke rs ’ democra­
cy  ( i t  k e p t the soviets on ly  in  
nam e) and now stands in  dread 
•before the p rospect o f th e ir  re ­
v iva l.

T he  he a rt o f the  problem  o f 
democracy in  the  Soviet o rb it 
is  S till the question o f c rea ting  
genuine w orkers ’ councils, o r  so­
viets, anew. W.!»en these f in a lly , 
break th rou gh  the K re m lin  re ­
pressions and T ito is t  res tr ic tio ns , 
tlhere w il l  be no morje purges, 
p o lit ic a l prisons, fram e-ups and 
the o ther m an ifes ta tions o f S ta­
lin is t  ty ra n n y . The w o rld  s tru g ­
gle  fo r  socialism  w ill make a 
new leap fo rw a rd .

. . .  New Tito-Khrushchev Accord
(Continued fro m  page 11

a fte r  the outbreak o f the H u n ­
ga rian  revo lu tion  in  October 1956.

A c tu a lly , T ito  and his asso­
ciates supported the crush ing o f 
the H ungarian  revo lu tion  by So­
v ie t troops. A lth o u g h  c r it ic iz in g  
the  f i r s t  armed Soviet in te rve n ­
tio n  aga inst the H ungarian  peo­
ple, they upheld the  second use 
o f troops a f te r  Nov. 4. Thus in  
the  showdown between the  w o rk ­
in g  class and the bureaucratic  
o liga rchy, the  Yugoslav CP lead­
ers —  ou t o f th e ir  own bureau­
c ra tic  se lf- in te re s t —  ranged 
themselves aga inst the  in s u r­
gent masses.

However, they  also urged the 
Soviet bureaucrats to  re ta in  the 
po licy  o f concessions to the mass­
es as embodied in  the line  o f the 
20th Congress o f the CPSU. 
They praised the  se ttlem ent th a t 
g ranted lim ite d  na tiona l inde­
pendence to  Poland and1 sup­
ported the Gom ulka regim e. In  
h is  Pula speech, T ito  warned 
aga inst the “ S ta lin is t elem ents”  
in  the  Soviet o rb it  and counter­
posed to  them  those elements 
in  the CP’s w i ll in g  to  adopt a 
measure o f dem ocratic re form s.

In  a Dec. 7 speech on the H un­
ga rian  events, E dw ard  K a rd e lj, 
Y ugos lav ia ’s V ice - President, 
urged the K a d a r reg im e  —  to  
w h ich  the T ito ' governm ent had 
g ran ted  recogn ition  —  to  come 
to  an agreem ent w ith  the  W o rk ­
e rs ’ Councils. “  . . . W e have 
deemed i t  indispensable,”  said 
K a rd e lj, “ to  extend p o lit ic a l sup­
p o r t  to  the  K a d a r governm ent, 
expecting  o r hoping th a t  th is  
governm ent w ould be capable 
and th a t i t  w ould w a n t to  fo l­
lo w  ju s t  the course o f lin k in g  
its e lf  w ith  the  w o rk in g  class, 
th a t is, w ith  the W orke rs ’ Coun­

cils, as w e ll as o ther t r u ly  demo­
c ra tic  and soc ia lis t cu rren ts  in 
H u n g a ry .”

In  the res t o f h is speech, K a r ­
d e lj argued fo r  re fo rm in g  the 
bu reaucra tic  s truc tu re  lest K re m ­
lin  adherence to  S ta lin is t mono­
li th ic  ru le  produce new H u ng a ry - 
type explosions.

B u t he ll-ben t on crush ing the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent o f the

H ungarian  w orkers, the  K re m ­
lin  did n o t propose to soften its  
b ru ta l drive  in  any way. I t  the re­
fo re  had no use fo r  the  T ito ­
is t  line  o f com bin ing repressions 
w ith  a show o f new reform s.

Relations between Moscow and 
Belgrade, w h ile  n o t com ple te ly 
d isrupted, as th e y  were in  the  
1948-55 period rem ained em bit- 
tered d u rin g  the  m onths fo llo w -

. . .5  Face Franco Terror
(Continued fro m  page I )

chose the navy, hoping th a t i t  
would o ffe r  an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  
escape.

T w o  o f h is  b ro th e rs  had died 
f ig h t in g  F ranco ’s troops du rin g  
the  c iv il w a r in  the 1'330’s th a t 
b ro ug h t the  fa sc is t d ic ta to r to 
power. A  th ird  b ro th e r escaped 
to  Chile.

“ W hen , I  was sm all, anyone 
who opposed the Fa lange  [th e  
fasc is t p a r ty ]  was shot. A l l  the 
people o f our v illa g e  were made 
to w a tch  the  executions. Anyone 
who fa ile d  was accused o f Com­
m un is t sym path ies.”

W o rk in g  conditions were m is ­
erable, R odriguez said, and he 
could ge t on ly  the  poorest jobs, 
especia lly a f te r  he q u it  the Fa­
lange. T h is  was when he was 
15 and he had a lrea dy  spent a 
yea r in  i t .  A  q u a rte r o f h is  pay, 
he saidv was k e p t b y  the  em ploy­
e r because he was n o t in  the 
p a rty . A s fo r  un ion pro tests, 
there was on ly  the  Falange 
union, and i t  to re  up grievance 
pe titions.

Then H ugh Manes questioned 
another sa ilo r w ho to ld  the cou rt 
he wanted to  liv e  in  Mexico, “ fo r

New Wave of Arrests 
Launched in Hungary

By David M iller
Eleven “ r ig h t-w in g  p o litic ian s ”  

and an undisclosed num ber o f 
Romarti C atholic pries ts  were a r­
rested by the H ungarian  govern­
m ent la s t week.

Those arreisted seem to fa l l  
i n t o  several categories. The 
p riests, ja ile d  A ug . 5, were ac­
cused o f ha v in g  conspired w ith  
C ard ina l M indszenty, and o f hav­
in g  ac tive ly  supported la s t y e a r’s 
up ris ing . Men such as H ugo P ayr 
and D r. M allheovics are accused 
so le ly  o f h a v i n g  organized 
“ counter - re vo lu tio n a ry  p o litica l 
p a rtie s ”  d u rin g  the ib rie f suc­
cess o f the revo lu tion .

The rest, uncharged, are s im ­
p ly  id e n tifie d  as “ fo rm e r r ig h t ­
is t po litic ia n s ,”  o r one-tim e sup­
po rte rs  o f the  p re -w a r H o rth y  
reg im e. O f th is  group, reports  
the B udapest correspondent fo r  
the C h ris tia n  Science M o n ito r 
(A ug . 5), m ost a re  be lieved to 
have been ou t o f p o lit ic s  fo r  
several years. A lth o u g h  the 
K ad a r reg im e designates

O ctober’s u p ris in g  as a “ counter­
re vo lu tio n ”  in  w h ich  “ H o rth y - 
ite -fa sc is ts ”  w ere a lleged ly  g a in ­
in g  the upper hand, i t  is  on ly  in  
recent weeks th a t the H u n g a r­
ian governm ent has announced 
wholesale a rre s ts  o f elements 
d e fin ite ly  connected w ith  the 
pre-1945 c a p ita lis t regim es.

F a r  less public ized by  the 
H u ng a ria n  reg im e its e lf  are the 
con tinu ing  a r i’ests o f w o rk e r 
m ilita n ts . On J u ly  25, the gov- 
e rnm ént announced the sm ash­
in g  o f a; “ cou n te r-revo lu tiona ry  
p lo t”  re s u lt in g  in  the  a rre s t o f 
several hundred persons. Am ong 
these w ere tw e n ty  w o rkers  who 
had been m embers o f a fa c to ry  
council on Csepel Is land , the 
h e a rt o f the  insu rrec tio n .

Reports ou t o f  Budapest place 
the num ber o f a rres ts  in  J u ly  
alone a t 10,000. The to ta l num ­
ber o f p o lit ic a l prisoners in  H un­
g a ry  is  believed to  be between 

la s t I 40,000 and 50,000.

the s im ple reason there  is no 
freedom  in  m y cou n try  under 
F ranco . I  was lo ok in g  fo r  a 
cou n try  where I  would hie fre e .”

H e continued the  p ic tu re  of 
how  even the young w ere  op­
pressed in  every phase o f life  
by the  F ranco d ic ta to rsh ip .

‘ ‘I  had to  jo in  the Falange to 
go to  h ig h  school. W hen they 
gave me a u n ifo rm  I  w anted no 
p a r t  o f i t .  A f te r  a m on th  they 
req u ire d  me to  .swear an oath 
bo suppo rt F ranco  personally . I  
d id n ’t  w a n t to . He d idn ’t  g ive 
us freedom .”

D IS C R IM IN A T IO N
F ro m  then on his h igh  school 

teachers made i t  rough  on him , 
m ak ing  him  repea t courses. Be­
cause he did  no t be long to  the 
F a lange  he could n o t ge t a job 
in  commerce, wh ich he had 
stud ied fo r . So he was forced 
Ito re tu rn  home to  w o rk  on a 
fa rm  w ith  h is  fa th e r. H is  fa th e r 
and h is  uncle “ were p u t in  ja il 
several tim es because they  did 
n o t w a n t to  f ig h t  f o r  F ranco .”

E n rique  M e d i n a  Fernandez 
took th e  stand ne x t and te s ti­
fied  th a t he signed fo r  a second 
h itch  in  the Spanish navy w h ile 
w a it in g  fo r  a tshance to  escape. 
“ I  wanted a coun try  th a t re ­
spected the  r ig h ts  o f its  citizens: 
I  wanted to  be able to  get a job 
and' earn enough to  have a fa m ­
ily .  .

In te rv ie w e d  la te r  on the case. 
Manes to ld  the M il ita n t :  ‘ ‘As I  
lis tened to  the te s tim o n y  I  had 
the te rriib le  fe e lin g  th a t F ra n ­
co’s Spain was O rw e ll’s ‘ 1'984.’ 
Tlhere w as an oppression, a 
w a tch ing, a con s tra in t th a t in ­
vaded every phase o f life .  There 
is no doufot th a t  the y  should be 
p ro tected as p o lit ic a l refugees, 
ju s t  as the  H ungarians w ere.”

In  h is  a rgum ent on the case, 
W ir in  said, “ In  one instance we 
have o ffe re d  a rew a rd  o f $100,- 
OG0 to  an y  person in  an Iro n  
C u rta in  cou n try  who w ou ld  leave 
th a t  c o u n try  and w ho would 
steal a Russian M IG  and b rin g  
i t  to the  U.S. So we have offe red 
p o lit ic a l asy lum  to  those who 
are opposed to  to ta lita r ia n is m , 
we have o ffe red  them  money, 
we have o ffe red them  c itizen ­
ship, we have encouraged them  
to  steal m il ita ry  weapons.

“ Thesfc men [th e  Spanish sa il­
o rs ] are no t charged w ith  s te a l­
in g  any destroyer. They a re  
m ere ly charged w ith  hav ing  le f t  
ship to  seek p o lit ic a l asylum .”

in g  the H ungarian  up ris in g .

Then Khrushchev’s pu rge  o f 
M olotov, M alenkov and Kagano­
vich, w h ich re flected a new a t­
tem pt by the Soviet bureaucracy 
to  s tab ilize  its  ru le  th rou gh  con­
cessions to  the w o rk in g  class 
la id  the basis fo r  renewed ac­
cord w ith  the Yugoslavs.

Communist Party 
In U.S. Elects 
New Leadership

The N a tion a l Com m ittee o f 
the C om m unist P a rty , m eeting 
in  New Y ork , J u l y  27-28, ap­
proved the appo in tm ent o f nine 
secretaries to serve as the  “ co l­
lective  leadersh ip”  o f tHe p a rtv , 
according to  the A ug. 2 D a ilv  
W orke r. Seven o f the  n ine w ill 
com prise the p a r ty ’s ad m in is tra ­
t iv e  com m ittee.

The nine are : Eugene Dennis, 
n a tiona l a f fa irs ;  Sid S tein , o r­
gan iza tion ; B en jam in  Davis, N e­
g ro  a ffa irs ;  James Jackson, 
Southern a ffa irs ;  H y  Lum er, 
education and ,pub lica tions ; F red 
F ine, la bo r a ffa irs ;  John Gates, 
pub lic  a f fa irs ;  E a r l Durham , 
you th1 w o rk ; and C arl Rosis, 
fa rm  w o rk . The la tte r  tw o are 
no t members o f the a d m in is tra ­
tiv e  com m ittee.

Those elected replace the  tem ­
p o ra ry  eleven-man ad m in is tra ­
tive  com m ittee w h ich  was estab­
lished fo llo w in g  the p a r ty ’s con­
ven tion  la s t F ebruary . The elev­
en were selected on a res ident 
basis by tlhe 20 m em bers o f the 
na tiona l eom m itte  who were 
elected d ire c tly  b y  the  conven­
tio n .

FO S TE R  DROPPED
O f the eleven tem po ra ry  m em ­

bers, the  fo llo w in g  w ere drop­
ped fro m  the perm anent adm in­
is tra t iv e  com m ittee : W illia m  Z. 
Foster, George B lake  Charney, 
D oxie  W ilke rson  and Charles 
Lohm an. A  m a jo r ity  o f the pres­
en t com m ittee a re  no t com m itted 
to  e ith e r the  F os te r o r Gates 
w ings o f the leadersh ip  and a 
num ber o f them  are know n as 
supportens o f Eugene Dennis.

The system o f selecting “ sec­
re ta ries ,”  is  a newly-devised 
subs titu te  fo r  the  tra d itio n a l 
p a r ty  procedure o f having  the 
convention elect such o ffic e rs  as 
n a tion a l cha irm an and na tiona l 
secre tary. The d iv is ion  among 
the p a rty  leaders a t thje la s t con­
ven tion  made i t  im possib le fo r  
them  to  agree upon such o f f i ­
cers, despite th e ir  c la im  o f hav­
in g  achieved a “ h igh degree o f 
u n ity ”  a t the convention.

W orld Events
N E H R U  D E M A N D S  O U T ­

L A W  O F S T R IK E S  in govern­
m ent indus tries  and those con­
nected . w ith  jv a r m a te ria l p ro ­
duction  in  Ind ia . T h is  was tys| 
answer to  a s tr ik e  ‘o f  400,d00' 
in fla t io n  - plagued governm ent 
w orke rs , scheduled to begin A u g ­
u s t 9. A ddress ing  P arliam ent, 
N ehru  adm itted  the serious ex­
te n t o f the cu rre n t in fla t io n , but 
contended th a t the  solution to  
In d ia ’s problem s la y  'in  na tiona l 
u n ity , n o t in  s trikes .

*  *  ST

A  S T U D E N T  S T R I K E  in
China led b y  Y oung Com m unist 
League memibens took place near 
the in d u s tr ia l c ity  o f Hankow 
la s t June, reported the N.Y. 
Tim es o f Aug. 7. One thousand 
students dem onstrated fo r  two 
days before re tu rn in g  to class.

*  *  *

A T W O -D A Y  G E  N  E  R A L 
S T R IK E  exploded in Cuba on 
A ug . 4 cen tering  in the c ity  o f 
Santiago de Cuba b u t spread­
in g  to  o ther c ities  on the island. 
The s trike , aimed a t the B a tis ta  
reg im e, was lim ited  by the re ­
fusa l o f o ff ic ia ls  o f the Cuban 
C onfedera tion  o f Labo r to  go
along w ith  it .  F ive  na tiona l la ­
b o r leaders w ho did p a rtic ip a te  
in  the  s tr ik e  have (been im p r is ­
oned.

*  *  *

H E L D  IN  PR ISO N b y  the V en­
ezuelan governm ent, a U.S. to u r ­
is t, George B. S a v itsky , lodged 
a p ro te s t to  S ecre tary o f S ta te  
Dulles. A cco rd ing  to Savitsky, 
w h ile  lis te n in g  to cries o f to rtu re  
in  o th e r cells, he was questioned 
extens ive ly  about opposition to 
Dom inican d ic ta to r T ru ji llo .

*  *  *

FORCED LA B O R  IN  S IB E ­
R IA  o r o ther rem ote areas have 
been decreed fo r  a broad l is t  of 
“ an ti-soc ia l”  youths. Included ',n 
the  lis t  a re 'y o u th s  who “ ¡para- 
s it ic a lly  re fuse to  w o rk ,”  and 
those w ho don’t  like  the S ov ie t 
U n io n ’s reg im ented w ay o f life . 
E x ile  is no t to be decided by a 
co u rt bu t fby “ s tree t com m ittee 
o r an ap a rtm en t house m anage­

m ent com m ittee . . .  o r in ru ra l 
areas by a v illa g e  soviet.”

\  * * *
A  MOSCOW  S T U D E N T  re­

p o r te d ly  to ld  others a t the W orld  
Y ou th  F es tiva l th a t 90% o f the 
students a t the  Moscow U n iv e r­
s ity  oppose the K re m lin  line  on 
H ungary .

*  * *
M. H. G LU C K  couldn’ t  name 

the heads o f the governm ents o f 
In d ia  and Ceylon when asked1 to 
by  a Senate Com m ittee b u t  he 
wais picked b y  E isenhow er to 
serve as U.S. ambassador to Cey­
lon. G luck could and d id  co n trib ­
ute $30,000 o r more to  Repub­
lican election cam paigns.

*  *  *

B A C K IN G  O U T  OF T H E
W IL D  C H A R G E  th a t ah “ in te r­
na tiona l com m unist p lo t”  was 
responsible fo r  the assassination 
o f C a s tillo  A rm as, the Guate­
m alan governm ent conceded th a t 
now the background seemed to 
be “ loca l”  in  character. Tn addi­
tion , according to the 'N.Y. T im es, 
A ug . 1, "w e ll- in fo rm e d  sources 
have ind ica ted separa te ly  th a t in 
the  f i r s t  tense hours a f te r  the 
shooting, the re  a c tu a lly  was 
s trong  pressure tow a rd  the es­
tab lishm en t o f a m il i ta ry  ju n ta .”  

* *  *
PRESSURE O F B R IT IS H  L A ­

BOUR, in c lu d in g  the Com m unist 
P a rty , f in a lly  y ie lded the re ­
lease fro m  Soviet im prisonm en t 
o f Len W in co tt, 50-year-old' v e t­
eran o f the  Inve rgordon  M u tin y  
o f 1931. F o llo w in g  the m u tin y , 
W in c o tt was dismissed fro m  serv­
ice by  the  A d m ira lty  and w ent 
to  w o rk  in  the S oviet U n ion . On 
charges th a t are s t i l l  not c lear he 
w as a rres ted  and held in  a con­
cen tra tion  camp fo r  more than 
ten years.

* *
U N R E S T  IN  S T E E L F O U N ­

D R IE S  was repo rted  la s t m onth  
in  N epakara t, H u ng a ria n  trade 
union newspaper. T h is  was due, 
according to the repo rt, to the 
'low ering  o f h o u rly  wages, the 
danger o f  unem ploym ent and the 
fa c t th a t the  w o r k e r s  were 
forced to w o rk  on Sundays.
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