Stalinism — Issue CP Can’t Bury

By Myra Tanner Weiss

All factions in the leadership
of the American Communist Par-
ty admit that the prolonged cri-
sis the party is suffering stems
from the shattering of the ideo-
logical foundations of the world
Communist movement when the
Khrushchey revelations on the
crimes of Stalinism came to
light,

What is the specific nature
of this ideological c¢risis as com-
pared with previous crises in
the Communist Party? And what
are the party leaders doing to
repair or replace the ideolegics)
foundations that have crumbled
heneath them?

The present crisis is unlike
anything the CP has previously
experienced becaunse it iz lodged
in the crisis of the Soviel bu-
reaucracy itself. The inner equi-
librium of the Soviet bureaucra-
¢y has been fundamentally up-
set by the intense pressure of
the working masses in the So-
viet Union and Eastern Europe.
The Soviet bureaucracy is fight-
ing for its very life against the
threat of a revolution to install
workers’ democracy.

CAUGHT

The leaderships of the Com-
munist parties throughout the
world are beset by a contradic-
tion they cannot resolve. From
previous training they know only
one way to meet a crisis in the
party—by relying on the polit-
ical stability of the Soviet bu-
reaucracy with its ideological
monolithism end its cult of un-
questioning obedience to a Sta-
lin. Now, however, this source
of -political stability is shaken;
the very crisis the CP leaders
face arises from the shattering
of the Stalin cult and the ideo-
logical erisis of Stalinism in the
Soviet orbit.

This means that the current
crisis has altogether different
features than the €P crisis of
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Freiheit on Sowet Jewish Question

Chaim Suller, manager of the Morning Fretheit, Yiddish
daily published in New York, reported on the condition of
Jowish culture in the Soviet Union in the Sunday Worker,

ga

Sept.

22, Suller first reviewed his account last year of plans

for the revival of Jewish culture that he had been told about
during a visit to the Soviet Union in July 1956. These plans
had been approved by the Soviet Writers Union, but had not

been anproved by the Soviet government.

Still, other Jewish

journzlists who visited the Soviet Union at that time also

reported on plans that were

made. “This made us all feel

certain," Suller said, "“that the plan would really be carried

out.
has NOT been carried out.
in Yiddish.

But it is clear to al’” that now,

a year later, this plan

Not one book has been published
There is not 2 single Yiddish newspaper except

the one in Birobidian (which did not cease publication during
all thi¢ period)..There is no permanent Yiddish theatre. The
Jewish cultural conference was not cxiled. The Yiddish litera-
ry journal has not yet appeared.”
Suller expressed the opinion that this failure did not
constitute evidence of anti-Semitism. And he expressed hope
© that the plen “will he fuifilled.” But he said, “We must . . .
conclude that this failure to satisfy the cultural needs of
the Jewish ponulation is a violation of the fundamental prin-
ciples of socialism as they relate to the national question. No
socialist and no friend of the Soviet Union can overlook or

condone it."”

1039, far example. when Stalin/ process of democratizatioh is ac-

siened hiz pact with Hitler.

Fow the anti- fascist - minded
warkere Sn the OP, the Stalin-
Hitler Pact came as a hodv-hlow.
All the t=ctien! explanations in
the world rouldn’t appeace the
ancer and dismav of manv, Oth-
ers foond the sudden switeh in
navtv line—from “collective se-
of the “democrvatic” im-
vevialiem arainst the fascist im-
perialism, to a pseudo enti-war
nolicv—too <troneg for their mid-
dle-class yadical taste.

Yet these lasses did not de-
strov the stability of the central
partv apoaratus. The turn re-
sulting from the Stalin-Hitler
Pact was ruthlessly carried
through, without regard for cas-
ualties — and the subseauent
switch back to super-natriotic
suonort of the war (after the
Stalin-Hitler Pact ended with the
Nazi attack on the Soviet Union)
eame even more easily. These
sharn twists and turns didn't
disorient the central core of the
CP machine hecause it could can-
tinue its dependence on a rela-
tively stahle Soviet bureaucracy.

The vresent situation is entire-
ly different, Tt flows, as we
have zaid, not from the changing
foreign policy needs of the
Kremlin bureaueracy, but from
the crisis of the bureaucracy :t-
self,

WISHFUL THINKING

8id Stein, organization-secreta-
ry of the CP, said at the July
National Committee meeting:
“Recent developments in the So-
viet Union afford us an objec-
tive hesis for greater confidence
that the superiority of socialism
will be demonstrated in terms
that more and more Americans
will find easier to grasp. As the
conditions are prepared for a
great advance in living stand-
ards of the Soviet people, as the

Ayt

celerated, and as a result of the
defeats suffered hv those who
attempted to seuttle the XXth
Congress decisions, new and
stronger bonds of friendship will
be built. . .’

This tvne of approach to solving
the ideo’nmical crisis js at best
wishful thinking and evades the
heart of the problem. The So-
viet Union is mot traveling the
road of correction of previous
“errars” and “abnses” in a har-
monious and unified wav, Tt is
torn by an inner contradiction
hetween the working class and
the hureaucracy. This contradic-
tion is reaching an acute stage
and has alreadv resulted in rev-
olutionarvy uprisings of Soviet-
orhit workers.

The American Communist Par-
ty is faced with the chnice: cling
to allegiance to the Soviet bu-
reaucracy or break with the bu-
reaucracy and teke the side of
the workers. There ic, of course,
another choice; stick with the
Soviet bureancracy or go over
to the imperialist crusaders for
“freedom.”

Class-conscious Communist
workers ave mnot interested in
this latter choice. Onlv hopeless
bureauncrats or unstoble middle-
class radicals who identified rev-
clution with its bureaucratic
usurpers, leap from the bureau-
cratic frying pan into the cap-
italist fire. Revolutionary work-
ers will seek to discover 2 Marx-
ist answer to the questions aris-
ing from the crizis in the So-
viet orbit.

WANT BASIC ANSWERS

Communist workers will ask:
Why is democratization in the
Soviet Union needed forty years
after the most democratic rev-
olution in Thistory? Who sup-
pressed Soviet democracy and
what forces impel the present

movement to restore it? Revolu-
tionary workers cannot accept
the kind of snswers provided by
the Kremlin hureaucrat~: “Sta-
Fn made mistakes; Khrushehev
is correcting them.”

Faets refute the contention
that “ail is now well” and that
Khrushchev and Co. will correct
the previous “errors”: the erisis
in the Soviet ovbit did not abate
with the first concessions to
workers' demands. After Mazalen-
kov's “new course” came the Be-
ria purge. After the Beria purge
came Malenkov's downfall. After
the 20th Congress came the Poz-
nan revolt and the murder and
repression of the striking Polish
workevs, After Poznan, workers’
councils appeared in Poland.
Then c¢ame the Hungarian revo-
Iution, with its general strike,
its workers' councilsg and its
bloody repression. After these
gigantic events came new purges
in the top app=ratus of the So-
viet bureaucracy.

Each one of these violent dis-
turbances in Kremlin rule, af-
fected the Communist parties
throughout the capitalist world.
And these parties will continuc
to feel the effects of every dis-
turbance in the Kremlin so long
as their leaderships remain tied
to the Soviet bureaucracy.

SOURCE OF CRISIS

To break with Stalinism, that
is, with the interests of the So-
viet bureaucracv, does not mean
to go over to the imperialistene-
mies of the Soviet TInion and the
world socialist vevolution, On the
rontrarv, the verv source of the
Kremlin'’s erisis lies in the ex-
tenaion of the world revolution
since World War TL. With the
victory of the Chinese revolu-
tion in 1949, with the great anti-
imperialist upheavals in the for-
mer colonial possessions of cap-
italism, with the extension of
the Soviet orbit to Eastern Eu-
rope, the workers in the Soviet
Union have begun to feel that
they are no longer isolated. They
also feel their class power as
the recond larpest industrial pro-
letariat in the world.

Superficial observers credited
Stalinism with the extension of
the socialist revolution and with
the growing industrial might of
the Russian workine class. Ac-
tually, 'Stalin’s police dictator-
skip in the Soviet Union came
into being and grew in powes
with every defeat of the work-
ers revolution elsewhere. The ad-
vances in both the world revo-
Tution and Soviet economy took
place despite Stalinism and not
because of it.

With the forward motion of
the world revolution, Stalinism
has been thrust into mortal eri-
sis and has come face to face
with the revolutionary move-
ment of the workers in the So-
viet orbit.  This revolutionary
vower should be greeted by work-
ers everywhere as a powerful
new force in the world struggle
for socialism.





