
THE EVENTS IN POLAND 

THE EVENTS IN POLAND connected with the meeting of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Polish United Workers (Communist) Party and 

the visit of a group of Soviet leaders to Warsaw are being reported 
as this issue goes to press, too late for any review or commentary. 
Much remains unclear out of the many contradictory reports that have 
so far been printed. Before our next issue comes out we hope enough 

factual material will be available for an authoritative review of events, 
particularly in the light of the forthcoming visit of Polish Party lead- 
ers to Moscow to continue the Warsaw discussions. 

It is at any rate clear that both sides are determined to maintain 
close and friendly relations. This was emphasized by Wladyslav Gom- 
ulka, restored to leadership by the Polish Party as a direct result, 
it should be noted, of the re-evaluation of the Stalin era at the 20th 

Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. In his speech 
following the discussions with the Soviet leaders, Gomulka warned 
that Poland’s determination to follow its own democratic road to so- 
cialism must not be exploited by the enemies of socialism. He declared 
that the Party and all the people must present “resolute opposition 
to the whisper campaign and voices aiming at weakening our friend- 
ship with the Soviet Union.” 

It is important to keep in mind that whatever differences there 
are between Polish and Soviet leaders, they are bound together by a 
vital common concern for socialism, for the maintenance of world 
peace and the prevention of any revival of German militarism, from 
which they have both suffered so much and which threatens again in 
the rearming of Western Germany. 

We confidently hope that out of continuing discussions a reconcilia- 
tion of viewpoints will be reached that will take into account both the 
special interests of the Polish people and the mutual interests of the 
two countries as socialist states. 
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the struggle for more grain and coal 
has caused great anxiety; heavy in- 

dustry is seriously handicapped by 
the neglect of its technological proc- 

esses; the production of light indus- 
try is still expensive and of poor 
standard; the shortage of skilled 

manpower is gravely felt in agricul- 

ture; building, though now going at 
a faster pace than ever before, is 
still costly. But there are great suc- 
cesses to record, the reclaiming of 
vast tracts of land, important ad- 
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vances in science and construction of 

new sources of power. 
And moreover the government's 

measures—particularly its attitude 
towards human freedom—seem to be 
proving successful in persuading 
people that their future is secure 

and that it is in their own interests 

to make the fullest use of their op- 
portunities in work. And this im- 
provement in morale may prove to 
have been the most important fea- 

ture of the year 1956. 
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