Light on Hungary
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THE TRUTH ABOUT HUNGARY, by
Herbert Aptheker, Mainstream Publish-
ers, New York, 1957. 256 pages. Cloth
§3.00; Paper $2.00.

HE PUBLICATION of this book is

an important event, especially in view
of the new effort to stir up anti-Soviet
hysteria through the publication of a one-
sided report on Hungary by a Committee
of the United Nations (which remains
silent on the bloody French repression of
the Algerian independence movement.)
Dr. Aptheker’s book, representing a mass-
ive amount of research and carefully docu-
mented from a multitude of conservative
and non-Communist sources, is a power-
ful antidote to the poisonous UN report.
Dr. Aptheker reviews Hungary's his-
torical background, stressing the fascist-
dictatorial political form adopted after
World War I and maintained, following
the suppression of the short-lived Bela
Kun government, for twenty-five years. He
describes the extreme chauvinism of its
ruling circles; the dominant and reaction-
ary role of the Catholic Church; the
fudal land system; the weakness of the
tade unions; the rampant, legalized anti-
Semitism; the subservience of the Social

Democratic Party to the Horthy dictator-
ship, which continued even.during the
latter’s war alliance with Hitler; the ex-
tent to which Nazism infected large sec-
tions of the population and the resultant
limited nature of the resistance movement
during the war.

The author then traces the steps, fol-
lowing the liberation of Hungary from
Hitler by the Red Army, that led to the
formation of the Hungarian People’s Re-
public in 1949. One might wish at this
point some ccnsideration as to whether
Hungary’s fascist background should not
have made advisable a slower pace in the
building of socialism than was then un-
dertaken. Yet, at the time, many non-
Communist participants quoted by Dr.
Apthcker conceded the great importance
of the role of the Hungarian Workers’
(Communist) Party in pushing through
the Land Reform Act when others held
back, of their initiative in the nationaliza-
tion of basic industries, secularization of
the schools and other urgent reforms. The
book contains a detailed account of the
subsequent course of internal develop-
ments, the mistakes and crimes of Hun-
gary’s leaders and later efforts, too little
and too late, at rectification. It covers both









