Excerpts From Political Resolution

Following are excerpis from
the “Draft of Political Resolu-
tion” to be submitied by the
national committee of the Com-
munist party of the U, 8. A. for
its national conventicn. The con-
vention is Scheduled for New

York next Feb. 11 through 14.]

At the present, the task of
the progressives is not to pre-
judge the form of the even-
tual political realignment, The
expansion of labor’s independ-.
ent political role and all seri-
oug efforts to transform the.
Demaocratic party by ousting
the Dixiecrats and undermin-:
ing the influence of big busi-
ness, help create the pre-.
conditions for a new political
alignment under labor’s lead-
ersnip, whatever its form. At
the same time, the widest and
most extensive education for
the formation of a new party
led by labor facilitates labor’s

current struggle to influence
the sifuation within the Demo-
cratic party, For it demon-
strates that. labor is not
forever committed to the
Democratic ‘party and will
eventually, in one way or an-
other, build a new political
home for itself and its allies.

The Communist. party and
its supporters have reason to
be proud of the stanchness
with which they met the wave
of persecution. against them.
Nonetheless this persecution
was not without effect. It
took the form of an expand-
ing pattern of repression in-
cluding: Taft-Hartley Act
affidavits and perjury prose-.
cutions; Smith Act arrests,
trials, convictions - and jail
sentences; Congressional com-
mittee inquisitiong and -con-
tempt citations; the screening
of whole industries and the
enfire Civil Service, firings
from jobs, hounding from pro-
fessions, establishment of
industry-wide blacklists; Mc-
Carran Act persecutions;
wide-spread deportations of
foweign-born; deprivation of
legal rights to halls, radio
time, advertising space, etec.
All this put the Communist
party in a position of de facto
illegality.

This atiack was designed to
destroy the Communist party.
In this it did not succeed. 1t
did succeed in weakening and
isolating it. It is necessary for,
all members of the Communist;
party tq'face up soberly to the
fact that in this period the
party suffered heavy organi-
zational losses, declined in
political influence in many
areas of work and fields of
activity, bhecame dangerously
isolated from important sec-
tors of the labor and people’s
movement; that the Marxist
press is in jeopardy, and that
generally the party is con-
fronted with a critical situa-
tion. _ ,

Was it inevitable that, in
view of these attacks and ad-
verse objective conditions, that
the party should suffer such
heavy organizational losses
and become so severely isolat-
ed as it did? The answer must.
be “no.” |

The attacks on the party
occurred at a time when the
over-all = economic situation,
with the exception of the
chronic postwar agricultural
crisis was. characterized by
high levels of general em-
ployment and increased total
earnings-by workers’' families.

Against the background of
this economic situation and its
consequences, the errorg and
long standing weaknesses of
our Party had a particularly
damaging effect.

The most important of these
errors include: )

(A) In the Fight for Peace:

While we repeatedly assert-
ed that World War III was
not inevitable, we tended to
Jveaken this correct estimate
by declaring that each new de-
feat for American imperialism
increased its desperation and,
hence, increased the danger of
war, This was coupled with an
analysis that the only major
difference- in the ranks of
monopoly capital was between
those who want war now and
those who want war later.

This overlooked the fact
that Wall Street’'s ability to
achieve -its predatory aims
was diminishing and that the
setbacks ' to the imperialist
drive sharpened all differences
within the ranks of monopoly
capital as well as between the
imperialists of various coun-
tries, It overlooked the fact
that the overall 'situation of
American imperialism still
gave it room to maneuver
‘short of world war rather than
reducing it to desperate alter-
natives.

In effect, such estimates ex-
cluded the possibility of the
peaceful settlement of differ-
ences except through a major
change in the relation of class
forces in the United States.
They made it difficult to con-
vince the party membership
and the masses of the possi-
bility of achieving under exist-
Ing conditions a protracted
period of peaceful coexistence.

(B) In the fight against the
Fascist danger:

This took the form of over-
estimating the scope, level and
tempo of the process of fasci-
zation under way generally.

~ Our evaluation also tended to

equate the attempted .outlaw-
Ing of the party with fascism,
This' led to wrong organiza-

- tional decisions in 1950 includ-
- Ing conscious efforts to reduce:
~ the size of the party member-

ship. While this particular
error was quickly recognized
by the districts and the na-
t@onal committee and correc-
tive steps were taken, it nev-
ertheless resulted in serious
damage to the party organ-
ization.

Subsequently, in 1951, the

- national committee statement

on the Vinson decision uphoid-
ing the first Smith Act con-
viction of Communist leaders
estimated that we had entered
& wholly “new situation”—in
other words, that a qualitative

. €hange had taken place in the

process of the fascization of
our country. This led to the
introduction of a system of
leadership which virtually
gave up the fight for legality,
tended to accept a status of
illegality and abandoned many
possibilities. for the  public
functioning .of the party.

While it was. essential to
safeguard the party and en-
able it to function under the
difficult conditions it faced,
and while numerous Commu-
nists displayed great stead-
fastness in this task, never-
theless, as a result of a sec-
tarian approach to this effort,
the party needlessly lost thou-
sands of members..

" Contributing to these -left-
sectarian errors were: a

(a) The failure to recognize
that the ruling class was not
so hard pressed as to be
unable to continue its estab-
lished method of governmental
rule even as it sharply cur-
tailed the. Bill of Rights by
launching - unprecedented -at-
tacks against the labor and
people’s movements and in the
first place, against the Com-
munist party: U

(b) Underestimation of the
strength of American demo-
cratic traditions -among: the
people, their readiness to de-
fend the Constitution and the
Bill of Rights, the latent
power: of the trade unions as.
a, bulwark against fascism,
the peculiarities' of American
governmental -structure, as
well as the struggles between
and within the two major
parties which act as impedi-
ments to the repressive .drive
of the most reactionary
circles. e

'C) On imminence of
economic crisis: -

Repeatedly -since ‘1945, _jche
party has erred in assessing
economic developments in the

United States. In 1945, in

1949 and in 1954, it predicted
that the currernt - declines
would develop into crises of
majoi~ proportions. . o
At certain moments the
party’s -analysis wrongly ap-
praised effects of the confinu-
ing arms program, Even more
important, it overlooked . the
extent of continuing invest-
ments in fixed capital to re-
place, expand and modernize
equipment which had worn out
or become obsolete since the
last major cycle of fixed capi-
tal renewal in the Thirties~To-
gether with this it failed to
size up adequately the level of
commercial and residential
construction as -well as the
scope of unsatisfied consumer
demand the the possibilities of
credit expansion. Also, it over-
looked the temporary  stimu-
lating effect of the Govern-
ment’'s tax program which
provided for rebates, attrac-
tive amortization terms, lower
excess profits taxes, - -
The party’'s judgment in
each case was faulty because
it never made an adequate
analysis of the specific fea-
tures of American capitalism..
Instead, it based itself on a-
one-sided and incomplete stuqdy.
of economic data, applying the
Marxian theory of econimic
ecrisis in a routine, formal and
doctrinaire manner. .
“TThese repeated estimates of
impending economic crisis had’
many hdrmful effects: projec-
tion of- unrealistic. economic.
programs, -overéstimation” of-
the tempo of radicalization of
the masses with resultant mis- .
takeg in tactical approaches.
to united front relations espe-
cially in the trade unions;
and finally, encouragement of
all tendencies to overestimate
the imminence of war and fas-
cism, - .
-Qur policies and tactics in
regard to the most important
aspect of our work, our rela-
tions with the labor  move-
ment, did not escape the influ-
ence of sectarianism, We did
not view the labor movement
realistically in the light of its
actual level of development.
Rather, our point of departure
wag our own concept of what
the labor movement should be.
We therefore projected stand-
ards of achievement for Com-
munists and progressives in
the labor movement, as well
as for the labor movement as
a whole, based on our estimate.
of what was urgently needed
rather than on what was pos-
sible under existing conditions.
This led to cumulative
strains in the relations - be-
tween the party and the most
friendly sections of the labor
movement. It was in great
part responsible for isolating
us from the membership and
the leadership of the unions,
toward whom we often
adopted not only a sectarian
but even a factional attitude,
This was demonstrated not
only in the failure to wage a
skiliful and consistent fight to
prevent an irreconcilable rup-
tupe with the progressive and
center forces. in° several C.I.O.
unions, but also in the devel-
opment of a policy of waging
the sharpest struggle against
those we characterized as the
“‘center forces” in the C.I.O.,
and as “Social Democrats.”
Within the conservative-led
unions this sectarian approach
also proved to be very costly.-
Communists. and progressives
were often faced with the al-
ternative of either pursuing
policies which led to their iso-
lation, to loss of positions of
leadership and often to loss of
job in the shop as well; or
taking a more flexible position
and being branded as opportu-
nists by the party. The his-
tory of the past period is‘re-
plete with examples of both
consequences. In the vast ma-
jority of cases it led to the
isolation of the most militant
trade unionists from the
masses .of . the workers, In
many cases it caused militant
and progressive workers and
union leaders to break rela-
tions of long standing with
our party. These mistakesg are
in large part responsible for
our failure to Dbuild the
strength of the left in the
A EL. and the conservative-
led unions of the C.I.O.
The Communist party. rec-
ognizes and respects the com-
plete political and organiza-

tional independence .of the

trade unions and other organi-

zationg of the working class
and people. 1t rejects any pol-
icy of interference in their in-
fernal affairs, It repudiates
any allegation that it seeks to

capture or control these or-

ganizations or to “bore from
within,” 1Its attitude to them

is the same as to the working
class and the people generally
whom it tries to influence pub-
licly by political discussion,
persuasion and example,

Estimate on Segregati'on Issue

The party’s work in relation
to the Negro people’s struggle
for equality and freedom was
also hobbled by sectarianism
in policies and organizational
measures. For many years our
program and practices in the
struggle for Negro rights was
conditioned by a narrow and
sectarian conception of the
character and class base of the
Negrd people’s movement, In
minimizing the fact that all
the class strata of the Negro
;Jeople‘-.s;uffered. discrimination
to one degree or another and
therefore had a stake in the
struggle for equality and free-
dom, we clung on to negative
attitudes toward non-left led
organizations' of the Negro
people and - their . leaders.
Ofttimes, we supported organ-
izational initiatives which had
the effect of drawing off the
militants * from “.the major
Négro organizations and iso-
lating them into left-wing
bodies. o o -
- In their turn, these left-led
Negro : organizations were
often .(under  the weight of
our  insistence) heavily bur-
dened with “special pleadings”
in behalf of the general. pro-
gram of the left; as a result
they departed-from the speci-
fic . ‘program and method of
struggle which masses of Ne-
gro people were prepared to
support. |

Consequently, these organi-
zations " soon_. placed them-
selves outside the mainstream
of the organized mass move-
ment of the Negro people for
democratic advancement and
equal rights, Incorrectly iden-
tifying the militancy of the
Negro masses in' their battle
for equal rights with anti-
capitalist or anti-imperialist
consciousngss, we..frequently
put - forward programs and
slogans which corresponded
poorly to the prevailing level
and temper of the Negro
people’s movement, |

The validity of the slogan
of “self-determination for the
Negro nation of the Southern
Black Belt” as a theoretical
premise for our political es-
timate of the direction in
which the Negro people’s
struggle in the South is de-

veloping, needs to be re-
appraised. |
Also, in unfolding the

struggle against racist ideolo-
gies, praetices and acts of
white ‘supremacy \ and chau-
vinism—-g ‘vitally necessary
permanent and principled obli-
gation of all-Communists, pro-
gressives and -humanists—
there -‘were -widespread ten-
dencies by some bodies on all
levels to make unwarranted
charges ‘of 'white -chauvinism.
Likewise, : in. - upholding the
correct> principle - that™ white
chauvinism * is- incompatible
with membership in the party,
arbitrary administrative ex-
cesses occurred which dis-
torted and diverted the effec-
tiveness " of: this struggle. -

The -party’s.: previous elec-
toral tactics confributed heav-
ily to its isolation  from the
trade union movemert.and the
broad masses.of peace-lqving
and democratic-minded- Amer-
icans, S -

The support which the party
gave to the formation of the
Progressive party, for which
no serious base existed in the
trade union - movement, was
one of the most harmful séc-
tarian mistakes - of the past
period, It flowed from and
was conditioned by the sec-
tarian estimates and policies
which characterized. the: work
of the party in all other fields.
The tenacious hold of sectari-
anism in our electoral policy
was further demonstrated in
the party’s continued support
to the Progressive party even
after the 1948 elections had
clearly shown that its forma-
tion had been a mistake and
that it had no substantial
mass following,

Our isolation from the labor
and people’s moyements was
increased during this period
by a policy of indiscriminately
supporting the . establishment
of left-led organizations. This
overlooked changes which had
taken place from a previous
situation in which the absence
of initiativeg in many fields by
organized groups necessitated
the formation of a wide array
of left-led organizations. With
the new role played by impor-
tant questions, left-led organi-
izationg in many instances
isolated their members and
supporters firom the main cur-
rents of political life in the
country. ) .

In other cases, where initia-
fives by left committees were
justified, mistaken efforts
were made to expand such
committees into membership
groups. Only in a few cases
were such left-led organiza-
tiong justified in termg of
political and organizational
need,

Following the results of the
1952 elections, the national
committee began g serious
struggle against left-sectarian-
ism as the main danger in our
mass work. This found ex-
pression: in the resolution on
the results of the 1952 elec-
tions, which sharply criticized
the.sectarian direction of the
party’s electoral tactics; in
leading articles in 1953, which
outlined the path for making
.2 sharp break with sectarian-
ism in our mass work and for
redirecting the party toward
the mainstream of the labor
movement; in overcoming hesi-
tation on projecting our posi-
tion on peaceful transition and

_propositions, -
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WOULD REVISE PARTY:
Fugene Dennis, general sec-
retary of Commimist party.
He outlined a .scheme for
reforming the organization.

an American path to socialism
as initiated by Comrade [Wil-
.liam:Z.] Foster; in the open-
ing of a concerted. -political
struggle against -sectarianism
in many phases of our Negro
work, including the issuance
-of ‘“The Common Program for

“the South,” as well as publi-
.cation -of various -articles; in

the. . initiation .of .new. -ap-

proaches to . the: Smith Act
trials; in serious efforts £o in-

fluence the left-led-unions. to
-re-enter the mainstream of the
labor movenient;-in the party
program adopted -in 1954

- which, despite certain errors

in estimate, gave new and
“broad * perspectives to. the

party both in its-immediate

work and long range outlook;
in the gradual abandonment
and finally complete ligquida-
-iion of ' unnecessary and- ex-
treme security measures,

- The Marxist movement in

our.cougfry hag suffered. his-
torically from dogmatic appli-

‘cation of Marxist theory to

‘the American:scene. The Com-

munist party inherited these

weaknesses, Insufficient de-

velopment of indepéndent the-
oretical work of our party over.
-the past. decades has coiitrib-

uted towards’ our -doctrindire

acceptance and:mechanical-ap-.
- plication of m

N . . i

any ;I.thgoge_tica,l
- Marxism: Oversimplified -

. _Our party has also suffered

from an oversimiplified  ap-

proach to and an uncritical .

acceptance of many “views and

-ideag 'of Marxists and Marxist"

-parties in other countries.
Dpoctrinaire forms of party
organization, bureaucraticmeth-
-0ds of leadership, failure to
develop inner party democracy
-and a frequent intolerant atti-
tude to the people we worked
with have been in large meas-
ure responsible for our inabil-
ity to correct mistakes in time
as-well as for much of our sec-
-tarianism. All these factors
are interrelated; each helped
to reinforce the other.
- The party must distinguish
‘better between the additions
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fort to the enemies of

to Marxist theory made by | U.S.SR., People’s China and

Lenin which are’/valid for all
countries. . and éhose specific
aspects of  Lenin’'s wriling
which reflect exclusively cer-
fain "unique features of the
Russian revolution or of So-
iet society. . . |

Likewise, .
party will have to be bolder in
re-examining certain Marxist-
Leninist theories~which, while
valid in a past period, may
have become outdated and
rendered obsolete by new his-
torical developments.

Already, in response to these
new developments, profoundly
important and qualitatively
new elements have been intro-

duced into the body of Marx-

ist theory by Marxists of many

countries, For example, we as
well as other Marxist parties

have already. discarded as.ob-

solete Lenin’s thesis that war

is ‘inevitable, under ' imperial-

ism, We-have long since dis-
carded- -as. incorrect Stalin’s
thesis about the alleged law of

inevitable :violent proletarian
revolution, Likewise,  we. are.
making ..important modifica~

tions in the theory-of the state,

as evidenced “in our ‘advocacy
of the peaceful, con-stit_utional '-

path to socialism, - .

The ‘Communist party for-.

mulates its policies independ-
ently, Itis not subject to any

external allegiance or - disci«

pline - either of an organiza-
tional or political character.:

The Communist party works

for friendship between all peo-’
ples so that our country may

prosper in a world ‘at peace.
In this spirit it advocates
friendship and cooperation be-
tween our country and the
socialist countries. This has
been one of its major contri-
butions to the national wel-
fare,

At the same time the Com-

munist -party recognizes that.
over the years it held certain-
wrong.and. oversimplified -con-

cepts of -what ' its  relations

should -be -to “other Marxist
‘parties.. The party fended to

accept uncritically many.views
of Marxists of other countries,
Not all these views were cor-
rect; some did not correspond
to:American conditions:

The. party” also .viewed un-.
critically  developments in-the
Soviet Union and other social~
ist’ countries.- It' mistakenly

thought that any public criti-
cism of the views or- policies
of the Marxist parties of these
countries would weaken the

bonds of international working:

class solidarity or bring com-

| the peace
and socialism. '

- The incorrectness of this

-view was highlighted by the

revelations in [Nikita 8.]

Khrushchev’s special report to

the Twentieth Congress of the

C. P. 8. U. [Soviet Communist.
party]. Because it held this

view, the Communist party of
'our-country was entirely un-
prepared for and deeply shock-
ed bythe admissions of crimes,
-violations of socialist justice,

‘mistreatment of certain na-

tional minorities, and the basis
for the: rupture of relations

-with Yugoslavia—all at vari-
-ance with the truly liberating
‘character of socialism. The

courage shown in making
these disclosures and the pro-
found process of self-correc-
tion, begun some years ago
and sharply accelerated since
the twentieth Congress, are
irrefutable- evidence of the
historic role and vitality of
the -socialist system.

Socialism is strengthened,

not Wweakened, by the fraternal
and .constructive criticism of
‘Marxists of mapiy lands. Such
criticism has nothing in com-
mon with those who deprecate
the epic achievements of the

socialist . countries or those

who seek to engender hostil-

ity to socialism at home and

.abroad,

Our previous mistakes on
this question played into the
hands of the enemies of peace.

- Our attitude was used to re-

the Communist -~ furbish the slanderous calumny

which has been used, histori-
cally against all radical move-
ments in our country—the lie
that the Communist party is
“the agent of a foreign power.”
This despicable charge is a
lie cut from the whole cloth.
We are American Communists,
patriots. Our allegiance is to
our own country, the United
States. In representing and
advancing the fundamental
welfare of the working class,
we alm always to serve our
country’s true national inter-
ests.
- Bureaucratic concepts of
party organization, systems of

leadership and relations be-

tween the party and the
masses -have been g prime

-factor in contributing to our

errors. They hindered the

~early and timely correction of
-these errors. Wrong concepts

of leadership discouraged full

- 'and free participation of the
membership in the discussion
- of policy and tactics,

Bureaucratic Methods
These bureaucratic methods

of work, system of leadership
‘and organization have been ac-
‘centuated in- part by-the me-

chanical application of certain
principles. of oiganization
adopted; by other Communist

-parties that functioned under

different historical conditions.

. The unfolding of a correct .
mass.policy by the party, as

well as its ability to attract
and hold masses of socialist-
minded Americans, requires
extensive changes in its struc-
ture and methods of work,

Among these are the follow-

ing:
Guarantees of real inner-

party democracy through pro-
vision of channelg for free-

dom of discussion,: dissent and
‘criticism “within . the frame-
.work" of carrying out the

majority will,

The national committee
should issue a special publica-
fion on a regular monthly
basis which should be devoted
exclusively to articles or let-
ters discussing, debating or
differing’ with party policies,

whether current or long-range.

: The decisions of all party
bodies shall continue to be
made by majority rule. Minori-

-ties or individuals opposed to

such decisions shall be required
to abide by them. But the right
of such individuals or minoris
ties to express their views
shall be guaranteed in all

cases. However, this does not

mean that factions—groupings
with their own platform, dis-
cipline, organization and publi-
cations set up in opposition to
the regular program, discipline,
organization and publications
of the party—can be tolerated.

Drafted for Communist Convention :

The whole history of the Come
munist party shows that face
tionalism actually destroys
inner-party democracy and

-shatters party unity.

Between pre-convention dis-
cussion periods the national
committee must take special
steps to involve the member-
ship in making basic changes
in policy. Such methods may
involve setting .aside limited
periods for party-wide discuse
sion on draft policy resolue
tions; or convening special
delegated conferences with
power to act on specific ques-
tions presented beforehand to
the membership; or the organi-
zation of referendum votes on
questions.

Establishment of closest ties
between membership and lead-
ership and creation of.political
and organizational guarantees
against bureaucratic separa-
tion of leadership from mems-
bership by the following:

~a) Proceedings “of the na-
tional committee shall be pub-
licized, including digests -of
speeches or reports as well ag
votes of national commitfes
members on important ques-
tions. Where possible 'state
committees shall do likewise,

b) Minutes of national board
meetings shall be circulated
among all members of the na<
fional committee, - Periodic
summaries should be sent to
state committees. .

¢) The national committes
should be- considerably ens
larged. . | )

d) The national committee
shall meet a minimum of three
times per year, with agendas
and draft documents to be dis-
cussed sent in advance to all
members. - CL

There are no valid grounds
for any destructive attitude
toward the party’s past. con-
tribution and the vital role the
party has to play in the future.
Neither is there any justifica-
tion for proposals to:liquidate.
our party so as to “clear the
way’” for a broader party of
socialism at some future time.

Another view with which the-
national committee disagrees
i1s that the Communist party
should change its character by
transforming itself into an ed-
ucational league which would
simply conduct propaganda for
socialism and :the, ‘¢ventual
formation of a united socialist

- party. This would be a harme

ful retrograde step. It flows
from an abstract understand-
ing of socialist education that
separates it from political
struggle and class organizaec
tion. .

The foregoing two proposals-
are liquidationist in character.
However, others of an exe
tremely different character
have also been offered. One
such proposal is shat the Come
munist party become a po-
litical action association. In
the opinion of the national
committee, circumstances to-
day do not justify such a
change.



