BRITISH REDS CALL
CHIEFS STALINISTS

Parley Delegates Lay Party
‘Crimes’ to Leaders—But

Policy Shift Is Rejected

Special to The New York Times,
LONDON, April 21-—The lead-
ers of the British Communist
party were attacked as Stalinists
guilty of “the party's crimes and
political degeneration” at today's
session of the party’'s twenty-

fifth congress. .

The opposition to the parity
leaders’ policies and tactics.
which marked the .opening ses-
sion of the conference Friday,
broke into the open again. The
word “Stalinist”, now as nasty
a word in Communist circles as
“deviationist’” was a decade ago.
was thrown about like confetti.

However, the leaders control a
majority of 550 voting delegates
attending the conference in Lon-
don. Consequently, five amend-
ments to the executive commit-
tee’s outline of policv, “The Brit.
ish Road to Socialism,” were
overwhelmingly defeated.

Spokesmen from the floor re-
flected the fears that the party’s
present policies, if continued,
would drive an increasing num-
‘ber out of the organization. ;

“I believe the leaders on the|
platform are Stalinists,” said
John Connor of Liverpool in a
typical attack, “Stalinists in that.
they accept policies which Jead
to frustrations and resignations
from the party.”

Over the wvears, Mr. Connor
said, members who have ques-
tioned policy have been expelled
or have left the party.

“Our leaders share the guilt
for the party’s crimes and. poli-

tical degeneration-by their fail-|p

ure to question these events,” he
added. -

Mr. Connor and other malcon-
tents in the party ranks hope
that the leadership will attempt

to end differences by asking
some of those who have left the

party in protest against its sup-

vort of the Soviet action against “coupled with a cast-iron bu-
Hungary to return, reaucracy, & form of gangster-
Peter Fryer, a vreporter for ism, that battened on an un-
The Daily Worker, is one of assailable socialist economic
these. Mr. Fryer resigfied be- basis.” He characterized the
cause the newspaper would not shrinking party membership as
print his dispatches on the fight- a ‘‘colossal failure.”
ing in Budapest last autumn, To- __Dr. Levy is .Professor of
day he pleaded for permission to Mathematics at the Imperial

speak directly to the conference College of Science :and Tech-
for ten minutes.. - - - nology, London. -

His plea was ruled out ¢f or- . “The leaders’ attitude has been
der, Later it was announced that that,. with. the :cooperation of
Mr. Fryer's appeal against cx- loyal party mniembers, British
ulsion from the party had been communism has been doing well
rejected. The congress approved even though the party’s mem-

the rejection by 486 votes to 31. bership has fallen by nearly
Prof. Hyman Levy told the 7,000 in the last twelve months.

gathering that, after a fort- As evidence, they point to the
night's trip to the Soviet Union, growing influence of the Com-
“I got my bellyful to last me munists in. British trade union-
the rest of my life.” The positive ism. - - . |
achievements there, he said, are Walter Padley, a2 Labor Mem-
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ber. of Parlianfent with no Coni-
munist “dffiliations, declarédto-
day that the unions would be
‘“obliged” to press wage de-
mands “vigorously” in the next
twelve months, | f

Mr, Padley addressed the an-
nual meeting of the Union of
Shop, Distributive and Allied
Workers at Blackpool,

But even the Communist lead-
ership on the wage demand issue
has not succeeded in erasing the
memories of Soviet brutality in
the Hungarian revolt.

“It-is a shameful thing that a
tiny handful of our own mem-
bers can be found to defend this
vile persecution of trade union-
ists fighting for elementary
rights,” Mr. Padley said.




