Marxism-Leninism in a Changing World (Part Il)*

By William Z. Foster

The science of Marxism-Leninism,
in recent years, has definitely lagged
behind the swiftly changing world
situation. This has been generally
the case since the death of Lenin in
1924. Lenin was a great path-blazer
in Marxist theory; but his succes-
sor, Stalin, although doing consid-
erable notable theoretical work, did
not keep the movement abreast of
world developments, as Marx and
Lenin had done; nor did he stimu-
late basic theoretical pioneering on
the part of others, either at home
or abroad. The theoretical lag has
been particularly noticeable since
the dissolution of the Communist
International in 1943.

The historic 20th Congress, besides
adopting the Sixth Five-Year Plan,
wihch will enormously strengthen
the USSR economically, also took
several vital steps forward in the the-
oretical development of Marxism-
Leninism. This was a quite in line,
first, with the constructive problems
created by the enormous advance
of world Socialism, and second, with
the need for progress and flexibility
in theory and practice on the part
of Communists in the USSR and
everywhere else.  Altogether, the
Congress marked a considerable
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stride ahead in the progressive evo-
lution of Marxism-Leninism.
Among the various significant
contributions made by this important
gathering was the assurance it gave
to the world that world war is not
inevitable—that the forces of world
democracy—the Socialist countries,
the vast peace bloc of colonial and
erstwhile colonial peoples, the world
labor movement, and other demo-
cratic strata—are now strong enough
to halt the imperialist warmongers
and to make peaceful co-existence a
reality, as they have so recently
demonstrated in their successful fight
against the atomic war plans of the
would-be world conquerors of Wall
Street. Prior to World War II,
as well as during the cold war, the
Communist parties of the world,
realizing the growing strength of
the world peace forces and the in-
creasing weakness of international
capitalism, definitely worked upon
the perspective that the peoples
of the world, if united in their op-
position to the projected war, could
block it and preserve world peace.
But the 20th Congress gave this trend
far greater theoretical clarity and
authority by specifically declaring
obsolete the former position stressing
the inevitability of imperialist war as

































