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ORIGINS OF THE CLASS WAR TAENDENCY: B -

g summary of the ezperience of the Red Women's Detachment
(R.4W.D.), the Proletsrian Revolutionary Party (P.R.P.), the
Communist Party U.S.A. (Marxist-Leninist)(C,P.U.S.A.(M-L)}),
and the Marxist-Leninist Party (1.L.2.) - -

Part I: The Proleterian.Revolutionary Party (april-Tune 1969)

During the last months of 1968 the Red Vomen's Detachment emerged on the Lower
East-side and begun:to disseminnte Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought in the womenls
liberation movement in New York Citys, It wus not orgenized on o formal basis and did
not issue literature in its oim nome. The basic line put forward cclled for proletar-
ian revolution, support for cll national liberation struggles, solidarity of .orking-
women in the U.S. with women in the oppressed nations and socislist countries, demand~
ing thot the new women's liberation movement bose itsclf on the lendership of working—
clnss women, and called for a WorkingWomen's International. The R.it.D. ndopted the
Red Star as 1ts symbol and the moderm revolutionary dance dramn "Red' Detachment of
women, ! created in the Grect Prolcterien Cultur:l Revolution as 1ts nodel. It's
strategic perspéctive wes to build a revolutionnry womenls movement under. cormunist
leodership vhile huilding the Red .omen's Detnchment as thell.S. component of the fu-
ture world—revoluticnary vorkinghomen'!s Internstionzl to be led by the Chinese, Al-
banian, Victnamese and Korcan sister-comrades. : : '

At this stage, the R.w.D. oould not progress beyond unsystematic agitetion. Since
it was founded to fight for o proleterien line in the vomen's liberation movement nnd
~made the orgunization of workingwomen its only task, it necessarily hed a ono—sidad

approach that did not provide a comprehensive solution to all the other socinl quost—
ions ~md controdicticons. Though it scw the proletorian revolution and armed struggle
»g5 the only road to women's liberntion it did not develope a prozram for proletarian
revolution. The Red women'!s Detachment did not understand thet the workingaonmen's
novement could not be victorious without the backing of a strong revolutionnry move-
mént led by communists. The politicnl level of the R,%.D. remcined low ond its ameth—
ods of work nmateurish until the basic need for o genuine commmist Party prescnted
itself as the primary question., A Morxdst-Leninist Party certainly could not base
1tsclf on any one sex, even the oppressed, nor on any one notionality.

The Red Wonmen's Detechment wos not ~n isol-ted phenomena but sart of the genernl
revolutionnry movement of workingclass youth on the Lower Ecst—side. The yoors 1968
ond 1969 were part of the period of revolutionary upsurge that swept the world during
the decade of the sixties that reached its peck in the victory of the Grect Proleter-
ion Revclution. The ghetto uprisings which succeeded one another wove upon Wove,
starting with the Birninghem Rebellion in 1963, were the princinal expression of this
unsurge in the "U.S8.A." The left—wing movement in this country was revitulized by
the strugglesc cf the new revolutioncry movenent cnong bleck people that wes based on
the experience of the ghetto insurrecticns, better Imowm as ntriots." The leading
black revolutionory organization of country-wide influence wos the Black Panther Porty.
The Black Ponther peper carried a picture of Choilrmon Meo on its cover and tock 2o
positien in supiort of China ngcinst soviet socinl~-imperinlism when it cttocked China's
territory Chenpao Islaond. lininly due to their venguard role as the first black group:
tc declore socinlisam their objective ond to recognize Marxisn-Leninism as the only
consistently revolutionary ideclogy the Bleck Panthers had great influence on. our
thinking; their example overcame any hesitaney about forming o Porty curselves. ne
lmew that o genuine larxist-Leninist Party must be multinational and based on the
leadershin of the oppressed nationslities, Following the violent Columbia struggle
the student movement suddenly became a strong force, The wor between the frcetions
raged on inside S.D.S. and we followed it closely, but we were never part of the stu-
dent movement. The most importent influence on cur thinking was the Great Proletarion
Cultural Revolution in Chino that gave rise to ilno Tsetung Thought parties and groups
throughout the world. Itts influence extended itself even into the heartlond of
imperialist ".8.i." Self-styled Red Guard groups eppeared upholding ico Tesetung
Thought. The Great Proleterian Cultural Revolution alnarmed and shock the bourgecoisie
while it inspired the world's pecple with confidence in the vroletarict's cbility to
overthrow the ruling class znd build scainlism. The Greot Proletarian Culturzl Rev—
clution estoblished the Communist Party of China as the lending party in the Inter-
national Communist Hovement.

The Rirth Party Congress of the C.P.C. lasted from A;ril 1 to 14 ond it wos during
this time that the Proletcri-n Revelutionary Party was founded, drowing its guidinee
from the decisions of the Congrens. The group wos formed out of & lino Tsetung Thought
study circle and the Red wcmen'!s Detcchment. The leading comrade with the twost ox—
perience, on behalf of the Central Committee, produced o 10-point progrrm, cfter the
style of the Black Panther torty but radically different in content. The Red tomen's
Detnchmont drew un o statcment of ~ffiliation and joined the Porty while mointaining
its own orginizational identity.
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The Provisional Progrom of the Proleterian Revolutionary Party was a follows:

"l. The force nt the core lendinz our cause forword is the Chinese Communist Porty
and the Albonion Party of Labor. /e hail the victories of the Greot Proletaricn
Cultural Revolution and defend the Pecnlels Republic of China and the People's Repub-
lic of Albznia ageinst imperizlist ond revisionist attacks. The Hinth Porty Congress
of the Communist Party of Chins opens the way for the building of - new Marxist-Lenin-
ist Comrmunist Internctionel,

2. The thecretical besis guiding our thinking is Marxism~Leninism-Moo Tsetung
Thought. ./e onpose revisionism, ojortunism, and adventurism, ond openly declore
our aim to bulld o workers regublic-——the armed dictatorshin of the proleteriot—a
communist America,

"3. Ve recognize the Black Ponther Party cs the proleterion venguard of Afrocmer—
ica ond the most ndvanced section of the entire revolutionary struggle of North Amer-
1ca,

"4. e declare unconditional solidarity with the armed struggle for the nationel-
liber~tion of Puerte Rico, for a socinlist ruerto Rico.

5. e declare unconditional solidarity with the armed struggle of the Chicano
notion in the scuthwest cnd throughout North Americo.

"6, e declare unconditional solidarity with the armed struggle of the Native fm-
ericans of 211 tribes, with the Chinese, Japonese, and Filipine nationalities, and
the peoples of all oppressed nationalities.

7., e ccll for the inmedinte organizetion of o vorkers HMilitic to defend mili-
tant strikes, to selze food, clothing, shelter, cnd other needs for those cut off from
welfare relief, and for the defense of all working class communities apgoinst the
renctionary violence of the racist mod-dog genceidel U.S. copitalists and thelr run-
ning dogs.

"8, le declars unconditional solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of
ronk-end-file GIs, snilors, marines, end sirnen; for the disintegrotion of 211 in-
perinlist crmed forces, for turning the guns sround against the real enemy, the war
profiteers, the czpitclist class at home.

©9, e dencnd workingwomen's liberation, and czll for the building of o working-
Women's Intern~tionnl, Proleterian snd revolutionary women in America are determined
to follow the exnmple of their sister—comrades in Vietnom and throughout the world who
have teclen up arms and fight clongside men agninst imperialist and copltalist ex—
nloitation,

"10. ‘e czall for student self-defense against the Holice occupction of the schools,
for the teaching of the true history of the Anerican working class and the history of
o1l oppressed nationalities. e oppose drugs, pornography, exploitetion cnd oll
other bourgecis garbage used cgoinst the youth in the schools and streets.”

There are many errors in these ten points but in adopting o progrom we established
our tendency and begon developing on entirely new line. Ve did not delude ourselves
by thinking that just by calling ourselves o Party we could magicnlly substitute a
handful of individuals for the fully-develojed, mass, combotant Party that would be
necessary to overthrow U.S. imperialism ond estcblish the dictatorship of the jrolet-
ariat. The guestion of the Pnrty we viewed to be the main [roblem fncing the lcft,
It wes only rrincipled that we build our own Perty since we had investigated the re-
visicnist, anarchist, trotslkyite, and s8o-called "New" left and found no tendency with
whom we were in n~greenent to join.

1, e ,laced ourselves under the lendership of the C,P.C. and the Party of Labor
of Albanin, at the same time calling for a new Communist Internationel.

2, "A comminist Americat—this line we still uphold today is essentlolly correct,
but we now call for®socislist Anerica until their is a communist world,

3. It wos incorrect to call the Black Panther Party the proletarian vongucrd of
the vagucly defined Afroamerica but despite this lack of clority we were making it
clear that we locked to the black revolutionary movement, at that time led by the
B.P.P., for leadershi). The block masses had thrown up their own Party becruse there
was, in fact, no genuine communist Party to leed their armed struggle.

4. e recognized the imnortance of the Puerto Rican nationcl-liberaticn struggle
but should not have Jlaced the condition, "for a sociclist Puerto Rico," u on our
su, ort. The socialist revolution in Puerto Rico cannot begin mntil nntional-liber-
ntion has been won through armed struggle. we cannot lead this struggle from the
opuressor nation.

5. Ve recognized the Chicano notion, but our formulzation of this joint and other
related _oints indicates thot the national-colonicl question was not clear in our
minds.

6. we solidarized with the Notive Americans nnd all jeoples of oppressed national-—
ities in the U.S. Since then this op ression has expressed itself in muss organizei-
jons of the oy ressed national-mincrities that form an importent section of the
novenent.,

7. A “Wiorkers Militia," defined ns bnsicslly defensive in cherccter but no ccll
for the building of a Red irmy. ife had no understending of how the jrinciles of
Peoples Jar can be o) lied in the Class wir we hove to wage in dgnution

i (dontla)
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B. Soliderity with the GI movement and ndvocnting turning the guns around.

9. Workingilomen's Liberaticn, a Jorkinghonents International. e were the first
Marxist-Leninist groun in this country to recognize the importonce of the Women!s
Question. '

10. Self-defense for students and youth against reactionary cuthorities and 0,1208—
ition to bourgceis culture,

THE MAJOR #EAKNESS OF THE .R,P. PROGR.M «iS THAT IT MADE NO CLASS ANALYSIS,

The significance of this _rogran is thot in its moin Joints it outlines the main
currents which the revoluticnory movement assumed in this country and indiccoted the
forms these struggles would toke. Thot is,

1) the black revolutionary movenent which had nlready estrblished itself ns the
most ndvanced foree would soon merge with the Jrcletorian revelutionary movement.

Such tendencies emerged as the League of Revelutionary Black workers and the United
Black Brothers(.orkers) in Mahwah, N.J.

2} the Puerto Rican revolutioncry novement in the U.S. has grown and in the last
for yuors entirely new groups like the Young Lords (Pusrto Rican Révolutionary sorkers
Organization) and El Comite have orgenized. :

3) the Chicano national-coloninl ‘uestion is recognized and many Chicano grounsg and
even o mass Chiccno refornist Larty (Raza Unide Party) has arnecred.

4) the GI movement has beccme the nost votentially revolutionary force in the anti-
Wwer movement, and '

5) the need for workingwonen's leadership has been oroven by the failure of the
Jetty-bourgeois women to crezte n genuine women's liberation movement -nd the imort~
cnce of the wemen's Question is generclly acceted,

The P.R.?. o) .ned a bookstore on E. 5th St, (2-3 Avenues) and crlled it the .orkers
and Soldiers Bockstore. Its motto was "Struggle to Learn, Lezrn through Struggle.”
Mno Tsetung Thought study grou.s were held there., Black Ponther, Bay irec Revolution=
ary Union, GI movament, cond S.D.S5. publications were sold there alongside Chinese, Viet
Nopese and Albonicn literature.

In June, 1969, one issue of Proleterian, "officinl orgen of the Menhnttan collect-
ive of the Proletarian Revolutionary Party" was published. The slogun of the groun
wags "Power to the Proletoriot!® Je disagreed with the Panthers thot Jover belonged to
the "sso0-le" and considered this concet vopulist,

The R..J.D. issued its first leaflet, also published in Droletarian, which _osed the
struggle betiieen two lines in the women's liberstion movement cnd celled for working-
women's liberatlon. It was, however, wrong and due to our lack of understending of
the inter-relation of irpericlism ond Male Supremacy to cell the women?s liberation
moevenent "female—chauvinist.”

e issue o statement calling for a "league of Sclidsrity with Peoplels Chinc" which
w15 to publish a newsletter and hold jublic meetings. e did not succeed in organiz-
ing this,

The struggle between two lines broke out over whether or not to sell Trotsky. +hen
we refused to place the works of Trotsky in the bookstore the trotsiyite, who control-
led the bookstore, split with the P.R.?. and we lost our storefront. The P.R.D. fell
into three factions: the trotskyite, the Marxist-Leninists, and those who did not take
either side becesuse they felt they did not have enough knowledge upon which to base a
decision, These comrzdes subsequently re-united.

Part II: Merger with the Communist Party U.S.i. (Marxist-Leninist) (Jue 1969-Febu§a:y
. 1970
Following the split we decided to investigate whether the Commumnist Party U.S.0.
(Marxist-Leninist) was still active. e Jossessed several of the first issues of the
Peonle's Voice and this secmed to be the only tendency with whom we could recch cgree-
ment on the basic guestions. Je were very excited to learn that the C.P.U.S.A. (M-L)
was still eround.

Briefly, the C.P.U.S.A.(M~L) was founded in iwatts on Se_tember 4-5, 1965, immediate-
1y following the uprising, This grou_ing was actually an ultra"left® split off the
Provisionel Orgenizing Committee to Reconstitute the Commmist Party in the U.S.A. or
P.0.C. The real left-wing in thot s.me 5)lit were the forces which eventunlly joined
in the formetion of the (California) Commnist League. The whole ide: behind the
C.P.U.5.A.(M-L) was thot it was su__osed to be the reconstitution of the C.i.U.S.i.
on a Marxdst-Leninist basis. This indeed proved a sclf-defenting task,

; 1
The G.P.U.5.4.(M-L) established a regular Party _ress, the Peoules Voige, leaflets,
and the famous soster that said "Combat the reactionary violence of the rulin? class
eont!d)

-
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with the revoluticnery.violence of the peopla." It maintnined the workers Internation—
ol Bockstore ond ¢jen Party focilities. Ths line of the C.7,U.8.4.(l&-L) corbotted
trotolyistl, roevisidnis:, nd cultur.l nitionaliss, 4ilc ccnsistuntly u_holding Mor—
isn-Leninisn-iico Tsetung . Thought and the Black Belt thecry on the national-colonizl
question, The Party shortly come under attack by the nuthorities, who were derrnged
enough to bisme the .ntts Insurrection on the Party as on excuse to »ass re ressive
legislution agrinst revelutionary literature,

In 1967 » .intts grous called the United Front offilinted with the Party ond become
the United Front (-L). Red Guerd units vere orgomized. Leski, the leading rerty
8;okesnan, initiated contocts with Marxist-Leninist grous and _arties international-
ly. TFor a brief .eriod the Party opened facilities in Harlem which were bombed out of
existence. The C.P.U.S.A.(l~L) became cuite well known and attrocted many dedicated

-

commnists as well as its share of unstable elements.

Intern:1l contradictions s 1it the grou, in 1968, The Red Guord units cttocked the
onkstore, stole the yress, exjelled Laski and began to -ublish their owm Peo.lels
VYoice. But the Lustig-Hoffpan clique wos ineoicble of conducting olitical work for
eny length of time tnd soon discpjeared tiking 1l the Party’s equizment ond records
with them. This left the field wide onen for Michael Laski, who made his return in
the s_ring of 1969 =5 the Genercl Secretary of the Y"orthodox grou.' of the C.. .U.S.A.
(#i~L), wuith o M™gotional" publication, the New .jorker. '

At a upificction conference on June 21, 1969, the Proletarian Revolutionary rarty
formz1ly merged with the C.P.U.S.i.(l~L). The 2.R.P. becume the Zastcoast regional
branch und the Red .omen's Detachment became an orgrmization within the United Front
Ageinst Impericlism under the lecdership of the Porty. It was decided that the Unit—
ed Front (*-L) should mora correctly be the United Front Against Imperialism beciuse
1t was intended to include the broadest sections of the mass revolutionary moveioent

not just Marxist-Leninists.

#e opened a Jorkers International Bookstore on East 9th St. (Avenues C and B) on
the Lower Bast-side which doubled as open Party hecdquarters and beg:n our cctivities,
which included study groups, meetings of the United Front Against Imperizlisnm every
sednesday night, and keeping the bookstore open daily. ie developed a grou: of Party
merbers ond non-Party, sujiorters. The Party, the U.F.A.I., and the Red .Jomen's De-
tachnent produced ecch its om literature in the forn of leaflets and _osters. In
addaltion, comrades here took resjonsibility for contributing written matericls and
funding for the New torker which wes edited and printed on the Jest Coast. e devel-
oped exccllent relations with the eople on the block, the gongs, ond the junkie yauth
of the arex largely due to the comrade +ho lived in the bookstore «ho integrcted him—
self with the magses und won their trust. The storefront became knosm as the "library"
as it was both a rscding room and o mzeting »lace, e distributed not only to indiv-
idunls but also got large quantities of litersture out to study groups.

Many problems arose concerning the United Front Agninst Imjerialism. The primary
difficulty being thot the U,F,A,I, became an orgonizotion itself und thus a perversion
of the Marxist-Leninist concent of the United Front as & policy. The sectarian char-
acter of the United Front igainst Imdericlism th@arted its development into o genuine
multi-tendencied wnited front led by the Party. So the only persons or Zrouls orgen-—
ized into such a United Front were those who were dramn to the Party in the first
Dlace. Instead of trying to organize these elements into a United Front Against Im-
Derialism we should have brought them directly into the Party. To carry out its work,
which was mainly community oriented, the U.F. orgonized a curibrous system of committ-
ees, including the Red vomen'!s Detachment. The only tendency attrzeted to the United
Front Against Imperinlism was ¢ Lower Bcst-side group calling itself the Committee for
Self-Defense which subsequently broke away over the gquestions of male-sujremacism and
econonisp. -

Altogether four issues of the New Jorker uappesred. In the "Revisionist—ranther
Froud" issve we exposed the line of the revisionist-led United Front Against Fascism
conference, e becume openly criticel of the Panthers now thot e had adopted the
Block Belt theory. Je also adopted Loski?s (and the Black Ponthers!) metheds of work—
ve made the mist:ke of exnosing the numes and photographs of ocur lezding conrades
#hile (unimomst to us %il we sow the lNew dorker) Laski perpetrated such uncoolness as
acturlly soliciting guns through advertisements ct the same time requesting money to .
poy off bnil bonds on comrades just out of jaill Indeed, Luski was o devious o0npore
tunist, as former crty aond U.F. members from the #sst ooast worned us,.

The Second National Porty Congress of the C.P.U.S.A.{M-L) met in New York City on
Labor Day weekend, 1969, in the middle of on unprincipled split in the ranks of our
ensteost group, with no other representrtion from the west coast than Laskdi and his

apolitical secretary. ( )
e cont'd
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Jdo- mnde certain chenges in the Party Declarstion such as, "In 1@45_the C.F.U.S.4.
was reconstituted under the lecdership of Comrcde Foster," to ingly thit Foster was a
Marxist-Leninist not a revisicnist., Todcy we rejeet this thesis, Following the C.DP.!s
shameful cupitulation to Roosevelt its cless collatoratidnist stand led to the dis-
solution of the C.P, under the nrch-revisionist Browder, In fuct, Browderism was the
Predecessor of Titoism and Kruschevism. In 1945 ihen Foster “reconstituted" the C.P,
U.S.A. no.recl enti-revisionist struggle had tuken place, . Throughout the late $30%4
and '40's  the C.U.U.S.A. lost its Lorkingeclaoss members and shen it was Yruconstituted?
it wus on a totclly petty-bourgeois bnsis, und minus its most importent theoretical
and political positions, including recognition of the Bi.ck Bult, thc "acgrc n tion"
in thu south., To this dey tha C.r.U.S.A. is led by FﬁutJrlt-h. ;

We ~dooted the Constitution of the C.V.C. & it stood crior fo the Greot Proletarian
Cultural Hevolution in its entirety with only slight changes, but enough to insure
that the General Secretery (i.e., Laski), .ho was impowered to byvess the Central Com-
mittee, rennined in complete control. This constitution, comnosed of 7 sections and
42 articles,was top-heavy and burezucratic. It was a constitution abendoned by the
Chinese, but even so it was = coenstitution for o Party that hod reached the stoge of
socialist construction and not one for carrying out proletarian revolution in the
W&, A. 0 It was ooportunist for us to adent it for our oim use,

There were several errors in the General Progrem, in the cless analysis, on the
trade union question, and the notional-colonial question, These misteken lines only
became obvious as we broke from the Communist Farty U, Seiie {Horxist-Leninist). Before
we could sever our orgenizational lies with the C.P.U.S.i.{M-L) in a orincinled nanner
it wos necessary to become aware of, rnd formulate, ocur political differences with
Loski's line. This will be discussed in Fart III dealing with the Merxist-Leninist

Party.

As the months went by during the period we opernted the bookstore and esjeci.lly
after the 2nd Perty Congress we seldom heard from Laski. In the beginning he tried
very hard to attract us to L.,A. e refused to dissolve our work here and in light of
subsequent events, it was a wise decision. shenever se did heir from "Conrade" Luski
it was in the form of teleshone calls or short msmos. Laski seldom produced anything
excent grandeous Party "omm muniques.! He was in fact o political charlaotan and an
opportunist of the worst sort, The position in shich Leski #as impowered by virtiae
of o single paragreph in the Constitution creanted o situation arising from the hier—
archical structure of the Party in which we were dtally dependent on the Generzl Sec-
retury, to the point shere Central Committee members could not contact each other ex-—
cept through Laski., At first Laski ould call us on the telenhone neerly every Jeek
but soon it was impossible to reach him, We had to send in zritten reports deteiling

211l nctivities and meetings, with nary o remork from Laski. Eventuclly we stopped in-
voking Laski and storted solving our own jroblems. This situation could fot go on
forever., :

The most importunt position which we developed relying on our own political judge-
ment was on the 1uegtion of electicns, For the mayoralty election of 169 we cclled
an election boycott. Since then we huve consistently boycotted every bourgeois elect~
oral farce, never supporting any candidate "left" or right. dJe oppose voting and
netitions as tools of the nolice-state,

On the west coast Laski set up a "National Mobilization Committee! ngainst the war
in Vietnaem ind co-opted the names of severzl movement groups, in addition to the
Hed .omen's Detachment and the United Front Against Imperizlism. e had no control
over or say in any of these decisions, but we agreed with the lins being put for.ard
by the prolztirian tendency that struggled on alone inside the weast cohst aaratus,
"Bring the er Homef" ¢ supoorted the .ie.therman "Doys of Rage" but did not partic-
iosnte, : ' :

vhen the big G.E&. strike of '69 broke out we orgenized the first sicket agninst
the G.2. heandjuarters in New York City in support of the .orkers,

The bookstore proved a good point for lianison with others but with our sm.ll number
we found thot mainitining o storefront public headquarters limited the scope of our
political uiork. we found ourselves sitting around the bookstore wciting for eople
to come to ug. The nature of our work, if e were to seriously get on with the'tisk
of P.RTY-BUILDING, demanded mobility and gecrecy.

Laski did not carry out his responsibilities to insure that the "semi-officinl!
orgun, the New Jorker, was sublished reguluarly. No yet zble to launch our own news-
paper and unable to contact Laski, we issued our omn mimeold publiention, Class
Struggie, Januery 1970, one issue.

Quite logically, we had begun to grow suspicious of Loski's wmprincipled behavior
and wondered if .11 the accusotions we heard thit we wns a police-agent werenlt, aftfer
(cont'd)
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all, true. We soon learned thet Leski wos o worse pig then we could imagine. To the
peogle of intts Loski's nune stink.. He a's, and jrob.bly still is, the landlord of a
building housing blhck pevpléd for exorbitant rents and was also the owner of an ad-
vertising agency. He is a member of the ruling closs, and needless to sy, he hardly
maintained o style of plain living, One of the recsons he had been expelled from the
previous incarnation of the C.P.U.S.i.(M-L) was for appronching a comrcde with his
homosexucl tendencies und another wae for threntening comrades with #wecpons. It so
happened that Laskils crimes ageinst the proleterint caught up #ith him., Unknom ner-
sons set an ambush for Laski one day end shot him five times. No on Jmows how this
Dhysical sreck survived such wounds as he suffered. Afterwards the vile dog cecused
a black youth of attemzted murder, hcd him arrested and prosecuted,

When we acquired this knowledge we immedintely re—grouped, expelled M.I, Laski,
and with the majority of the Centrrl Committee present, we formally dissolved the
Communist Party U}S.A.(Marxist—Luninist). On the basis of zn entirely new program
snd with = plan for correctly combining legal end illegel struggle, w#e set out to
build a porty-of-the-new-tyne, o genuine Marxist-Leninist Party.

Part IIT: The Merxist-Leninist Party (March 1970-Sestember 1972)

The Marxist-Leninist Purty wns founded on March 8, 1970, The Red wWomenl!s Detr.ch-
ment joined as a mass organizetion under the lecdership of the Party. On thot some
day, at the International workingdomenls Doy rolly, the first issue of Red Stor, or-
gan of the R.w.D., wos distributed.

The first task of the M.L.P. was publication of the central orgen, Communist. The
first issue carried an Open Stotement to eleven groups we believed to be unti-revis-
ionist. (Dus to the com lexity of guestions involved we ccnnot discuss our relations
7ith ench tendency here,) These groups ere: The American Commnist workers Hovement
(MﬁL), California Communist League, Voz Proleturic Group in New York, Causa Proleturie
of Puerto Rico, Lecgue of Revolutionary Black workers, .d Hoc Committee for o Merxist—
Leninist Party in the U,S.i., the Proletarien Party, Hommer and Steel, smericen Com-
munist Movement, :nd the /merican wWorkers Communist Party. In uart, we scid, "de
know well that serious and basic differences exist between zll of these groups, and
#ithin thse groups as well, ond that many previous attempts at even discussion have
folled. we propose clarity before unity. We nropose unity built in struggle. e
Dropose open ideological and nolitical struggle between the vorious anti-revisionist
groups, #ith the porticipation of non-party and non-member mosses., wWe prosnose thet
the struggle between the two lines in the various anti-revisionist groups and mublic-
ations be open to the nroletariat, be conducted on a principled basis, nnd led to con~
crete propostils ond concrete octivity.™

Some of these groups, like Haommer cnd Steel, the Jimerican Commmist Movement, and
the jmerican vorkers Communist Party, proved not to be anti-revisionist at all, and
the Proletarion Party had gone out of existence, ile held discussions with four of
the eleven: with the ACHM{(M-L), the Communist Lezagme, the Ad Hoc Committee, and the
American Communist Movement. As the open stotement soid then, so we renent, "These
meetings and discussions that hove ensued have been very fruitful in our eyes. e
strongly believe that further meetings of this kind, involving more grouss at a time,
aould be of grentest usefulness to the proletoriat and the struggle to build a party
of the proletoriat in the American nation.®

The (first) Draft Program of the Marxist-Leninist Party based its analysis of world
contredictions on those sccepted by the Ninth Purty Congress of the C.P.C. Carrying
this analysis further and ooplying it to our om conditions, we recognized the contre-
diction between onpressed nations end impericlism as the nrincipal contradiction in
this country as well as the wsorld. This is o defeat for the revisionist theory of
Wimerican exce_ tionalism." The so—called "U.S.4." is ¢ multi-national state that im-
orisons within its boundaries three oppressed nations: the Black Belt nation, Puerto
Rico, and the Chicino nation. The oppressor nution we colled the "american nation"
or ~ignation for short. The C,P.U.S.4i. never corried out a Marxist—Loninist policy
on the ncotional-colonial question despite thelr recognition of the Black Belt, If the
Bleck Belt or Puerto Rico, or the Chiceno nation are to achieve irue notional-liberat-
ion they must brank the chuains of U.S. imperi:lism by eatablishing their own nation-—
states, their omn Marxist-Leninist Porties und People’s Armies. The struggles of these
nations require national-liberation strategies ond cannot be led from the ojpressor
Americon nation, where the only strugple is the class struggle of the proletiriut a-
geinst the state-monopoly-copitalist bourgeoisie.

In our class®nalysis there was still some confusion hung over from the C.P.U.S...
(M-L}. e defined the proletoriat (mecning the industrinl workers) as a sector of the
#orking elass, ihen in reclity the term proletarint is synonomcus with working class
-nd con be used interchongecbly, The new nrogrem did breck with the outmoded C.pP,U.S.
A.(M-L) conception of the lumjen- roletoriat as reactionary., "In the era of imperi.l-

ism the lumpen—aroletarist increcses enormously, primarily due to the cddition(of un-)
contid
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_employed and unskilled workers, rather than the remnents of feudel classes =s in the
esrly stuges of capitzclism. The lumpen-proletorict is overvhelmingly comprised of
noticnal-minorities nnd has proved especinlly in armed und violent struggles thet it
is the most reliable clly of the nrolstoriat (sic)." fnd contrary to the old C.P.U.S.
4. (M-L), we no longsr viewed the workers in trade unions as the most odvonced, but pow
the lebor aristocracy as corrupt, impericlist-bribed and imperinlist-minded, bought
off with privileges ot the expense of the .world's people. The lohor cristocracy
princinally composes the trade union burcaucrscy. The trade unions are no longsr
8chools for communism shich we must fight to lead, but rather, they are obstccles to
the develomment of new orgeans of struggle for nower.

"Ths aim of all genuine Marxist-Leninist Parties and forces in the #orld," se de-
clored, "must be to re-build the Communist Internationcl, fo re-build the world Jarty
of the proletoriat based on Marxdsm-Leninism-Mao Tsstung Thought,!

The M.L.P, culled for new methods of work: "The perty must strive everyvhere to
build o paralell ex)osed and unexposed structure, including lezdership, mublic:tions,
=nd cetivities, de must corry out the solicy of cxposing the lecst numbor of forces
to curry out the nost effective open work, arousing the broadest sections of the messest

But once agoin ¥e adspted the Constitution of the C.P.C., this time the neily ra-
vised one adopted at the Ninth Pirty Congress. It too is imminently wnsuited to our
conditions, No party #ill ever be built by such formelistic -nd bureaucrstic methods,
The Red .omen!s Deztnchment likewise developed a constitution outlining a milti-level
orgenization, esecnticlly o crection on paper alone, but which suasmed to be the skel-
eton which required only flesh--nd-blood wumen to curry out its tosks.

£ltogether 6 issues of Communist snd 6 issuea of Red Ster wore issued at irregular
intervals, In between, tens of thousnnds of lesflects were producsd nnd distributad.
In the mein our work hns centerad on the solitical, ideologiccl, cnd theoreticil nues-
tiens., e strove to iroduce liternture of a high theoretical quality, since ut this
time it is a correct theory the movement nceds ncre than numbers. For us, crgonizat—
ionel guestione hove follen into sscondory considerction.

In November, 1971, we relecsed the 2nd Drofi Program of the Murxist-Lezninist Prrty,
enlarging on the first to include sections on strrtegy, on tuctics, on the women's
Question, tcsks of th: dictotorshiu of the proletarict, snd this time we eorrsctly
dsfined the sroleturict. o still did.not succead in osing on cnalysis of Americon
fascism. During the eriod up to and including the U.S. srosidentinl slecticns we
conducted on effsctive clection boycott campaign. One of the leasons of experience
in boycotting the elsctions was lecrning thet U.S, imoericld i

Port IV: The Turning Point

ihen we first decided to ccll ourselves a Party we did so in crder to bring the de—
mend for o genuine porty of the precletoriat closer to reelity. The aquestion of pri-
mary ond immediante importonce wes then, as it is tod y, the guestion of the Porty,
#hat is it and how is it to be built. e understood that the only woy to begin build-
ing 2 Porty is to build it pew, without delcy. No one doubts that this country ie ripe
and over-ripe for rovolubion. All the objective factors ure nresent. Revolutionary
sitpetions have come and gene but there wos no stounch genuinely Merxist-Leninist anti-
revisionist Porty. The C.P.U.S5.A. @n8 nsver cenable of lecding the. armed struggle
rejuisite for the oroletsrian seizure of acliticcl sower. We wore tired of he:ring
cbout thz nved for a Porty snd seeing it wmt off 'til some indefinite time in the fu-
ture. Noa wus ond now ig the time to prepnre and consolidote the subjoctive frctors,
msening ths princinled unity of the genuinely onti-revisionist tendencies on the besis
of tho correct political line and the most advnnced theory hammersd out in struggls.

There was a time vhen it wns correct for us to coll ourselves o Porty but dince our
first attenpt to build a Proleterisn Revolutionary Purty ths movement has rscched o new
stcge tnd ¢ higher level of conscicusness of its tasks. A real Merxist~Leninist neve—
ment hos emerged ~nd the party of the srolet.riet is its oubspcken goal. The time has
comz when it is no longer necessery for us to coll ourselves a Porty in order to im—
press upon osople tho need for the P-rty, or to try to be i Porty wnto oursclves., To-
doy it is sectorion., The Derty of the TOletarint rust rejresent the brocdest ex-
perience of the vworking class, which our small tendency smchorzd in MNew York City with
only four yzors of struggle connct ¢l im to repsressent. _

_ ne heve tried, as briefly ag possible, to sum up our ex erience in order to correct
our mistakes, sc that others cin lecrn from them, cnd to contribute our exjperienca in
rARTY-BUTLDING to the now Mnrxist-Leninist movement in order that o recl Prrty con

be built. TN Reshay

d@a are nnnoﬁncing the dissolution of the Marxist-Leninist Porty «nd (for the time
bsing) the Red ricmen's Detcchment in order to lounch the newsprer Closs tar, shich will

“{cont!a)
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continue the work of Copmmist and Red Star on a new basis. We will no longer ap-
sroach the movement from the standpsint of o Party-Sect but from the understonding

of what we really are—one of many tendencies of the proletaricn revolutionary
movement struggling for the correct political line on which to found the Party.

issued by: CLASS WAR
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