Aprll 15, 1977

To 211l members of PLP, to my friends ln the worklingclass movement:

It 1s wita the deepest regret that I am forced to end my eleven
year memopersalp in Progresslve Labor Party. Tae unprinclpled and
vengeful expulsion of a*i Dlllon affects only the timing of ny
resignation; the true cau3es ol my decision are?

4} PLP has deviatnd %ravely from Marxism-Leninism.
2) There is no serious possibility of fignting to change taese
deviations from witaln the Party.

758 DEVIATION 3, TI0UGH GRAVE, WOULD NOT IS AND OF TUEMSILVIS,
BE CAUSE POR RESIGHNATION, AS LOYG A8 1T #2328 PO3ISIBLE 70 FIGHT FOR
CHANGE. But the unjustified expulsion of Hari Dillcn and tne purg

M

of a2t least si:
the HSC plan

before we have a chance to even develop a debate within the Party.

[}

club lezdsrs in San Prancisco zake it clezr tha

U)

This is not the place to list in detzall in what fasalion the PLP
has deviatesd from Marzism-Leninism. ¥e have outl’nad some of txrese
deviations in a document entitled "The Differsncss In The Party”
submitted to, obut dol yest published in, ths Tn arnal.  Astects of &
Party's non-Marxist line w ere criticized more fully in the "Reply to
Observer" publisned in tce November Iaternal 3ulletin , "On tae
Question of U.3.~-Soviat Hegemony " publisaed in the January Intsraal,
and "In Defeace of 'Fascism Crushed'" subzitted to PL Magazina.

I

Every process nas two aspscts and in PLP tre "ultra-ITeft"
anarczist line was always strongly represented, even alonzside the
predomlinantly Marxist-Lenlinist line and active struggle zzainst toe
ruling clzss. In 1967-1963 tae Party avandonsd tae znti-war movenert
because of revisionist Influveace ' within. 1o tsef same periad oo
Black Rebzllions 1n Detrolt; Vewarx and the redellions thnat ollowed
Xiag's assasination were supported increesingly lukswarmly dus to
PL's obsassion wit2 Black nzationalist influeance. The 3Black P anthers
received no sSupport, only coritlelism irom us, duraas Lhasiy 1100 Sh0
geath strugzle with the police 2nd F2I1.

Waen the Parcy helped to xlll tue San Freacisco Shite ZTSriie of
1958~1389, after its 180 degrze turn on the question of prefereatial
adzissions of minority students, its "ultra left"™ line vzered uncomn-
fortably closs to ragism,. Our chtt ingz.of 53D8 the follouias year
was anotanar siazmeful c:aoter. Aithin the Ixzkx primarily positive
contributions of "R cad 6o Revolution III", thers were "ultrz-lefi"
anarcaist and trotsizyist "eriticisms" of the Bolshevik stralaezy 2nd
tactics and of the dictatorship of the proletericoe o Lhe Somial Unioe:

I opoosed all of these errors in fturd witiin ©he Yoy ous ool ety
to wilezx I wes assigned., I never took my eriticisme 16 oo meniars i o
of the Party becsuse fesiite Tanse 4av19 ilons tae Pariy was 8 zgonerally
positive Jorce trying to rebuild 2 darxiat ledinist Internitlon

munist aovement. Horeover, the Party mide zaod ooner Duciond 0 Tt

e azainst revisionisn, was &t the Lize very z2etive 15 Lhe

arainst U.S. igmpordalism angd rocisy and sziteted Dollly oo

ialism,  Letor I Eriedeal® nolo (e vPariy Conscrucl ily our ot

5 2rror particulariy on 40e thaeoretiecl Trost. L e Y

‘eles- for PL Hazaz'ine, "On Trotsky!, "On Saiave cani®. e & 0

Biaoa : *agolsm ¢ rusted?, whica atlemptad to rotute 2hae Nultoan

t? de on in rezard to the stratery end tactics of Bolsheviam

the Sorsalo edmtas proletavlat Ga the Soui o Nt e

to smash the Marxist-Leninist opposition organizaticnally

A

i



[

1sted tueoreticallys Tho dewlisflion walch
n-the world to a guestlon 6f laters

al, and supposed U.S. decline 1In tue face

a du eapeeldlly Sevlous. | 0 al-,
line, But wien I Toeversed oy vié
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x of 19731974, I was in tie miooriby &t the
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work the "altra-left" deviations of the sixties

2 r& dangasrous and sectzrian form. United
-eued alto;etJUr, the focus on superexploitation
basis of raclsm was forzotten; the movement
r X¥xxxdx 2a2bandoned; - CAR, walich hed . sucn &
“rogre331V°ly narrowed. The lissuance of

-- not Reforam" last year took these increasingly
raised taen to 2 geﬂe”ﬂl narciist llne, Thls
antli~-darzist 1lins z&s w occoi%/ﬁanverou: as to make it lmparative
that my differmnces wita t=e majority of tae ¥C no longer remain
bottiad up witein the JC and bscome the property of tans party as a
waole., Taese differences came up sharply in regzard to tre Camp Pendleton
campalen. At first I was psrplexed wny tae Party did so little
nationally around tze campaign and attacked us so vigorously for the
mass movenent we built in San Francisco 2nd Ocesunside, since we were
following Lenin's time-tested guidslines on United Front work. But .
I cazme eventually to sse tzrat 2 rszal mass line a2round Dnding raclism
and freeing the Pzadleton LL REE diadvtrlcallv opposed to the
anarcnist l "evolution -~ not Reform. After veing dropped
ron the le i theoretically I would be 2ble to ¢*~qt 10T &
Marxist Leni vosition as a yazk and fl g Party membsr.
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the NSC's line was orimarily
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I still conslder myself a friend of the Party and will do nothing
t o harm the Party. I wlsh the Party and all its members well in
our common struggle agalnst U.S. Imperlalism; I hope we c2n find
ways to work togetuer on issues of common concern.

In the futwre the International Communist Movement will be
rebullt., Marxist-Leninlsts who have rejected both modern revisionism
and tae lnevitvable "ultra-left" reactlon to modern revisionism
are rezrouping in India, Mexico, Poland, Italy, Argeantina, 2zthkex
Ethlopla, Palestine and elsewzere. A new International will be
created from among those Zorces in the world who aave the proven
abllity to lead amillions in class struzgles and from trose wao
confront tae zzmkw genuine question posed by Marxist-Leniaist theory
in this era. No one party can proclaim itself THE Marxist-Leninist
Party at tals point. The coning revolutionary storms and tae
international debate among Marxisis will decide these guestions and
will bring forth an Intermational much stronger for having gone
tarough the difficult times we now live in.

I hope %o bes part of that process, I bélieve many PL memnber
and leaders will also be part of that process. I look forward to
our renewed revolutionary association in the future.

Comradely,
Jim Dann

P.Se The promis es that were made to us to wit, that all relevant
material on these differences would be published in the Internzl

were violated., The letters of Barbara and zer friends were 2all
published, bdbut the letters written by Hari, Kitty & I, by Charma ine, -
by the S.F. Teachers Club, by the Davis club and others, refuting

her slanders were left out of the April 5 Internal. Similarly several
letters refuting the (C-D editorial of March 17 were likewise surresszd,
In 2ll 19 critical letters to the internal were not printed by the NSC.
Time could not have been.a factor for this mz2 terizl was all

in the hands of tae NSO by March 21, The Internal was dated April B
Incidently this Internal contained the news “hat Harl was -~expelled

by the S.F, leadership, This expulsion, nowever, took place later

on April 11, We had the interesting situztion that a meeting,
purportiedly called tc vote on Harl's expulsion; wvas given 2n Internal
announcing tha t the exphlsion had already taken place. So much

for democracy.

PP.S5. A personal note to my friends in the Party. MY immedizte
personal plans are to be active in the Camp Pendleton 14 Defense
Committee, to help set up Marxist-leninist Study Groups in the
ay Area and to continue to study and write 2bout some contemporary
questlons posed by Marxist theory. I the coming periocd I want to
work on these topics: ; 2 ; ~

1o A study of the mechanisms &f imperialism in the latter ha 1f
of the twentieth ceantury,

2¢ A study of the process of the restoration of capitalism in
the USSR and China, :

350 A comparison of the contemporary anarchist deviation with
the classical anarchism thz2t Marx and Lenin fought,

I sincerely welcome correspondence from all friends on these or
-other topics, :



