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INTRODUCTLON

The December 1968 National Council(NC) was the largest nat-
jonal conference ever held by SDS, - The NC demonstrated a new level
of seriousness in the organizal on, as ideclogical positions be-
came defined and counterposed, (However, some ideological posi-
tions were also evaded and clouded over -- as in the 1lip service
which all factions felt obliged to pay to the working class, or in
Progressive Labor Party(PLP) position on Community cantrol.s

While the underlying reasons for SDS'S turn toward labor are
to be found in the cuntry!s intensifying social crisis and the
growingg militancy of the labor movement of the labor movement,
much .of the credit for this change 1ij SDS's orientalon must go to
PLP, W ich has fought for a pro-working-class orientation since

its entry into SDS two years ago,

A declisive feature of the December NC was the karge number

of Progressive Labor supporters(worker-student alliance politics
people), PLP!'s gains in SDS can be accounted for by two elements:

(1) an inecreasing mumber of student radicals are turned off by
the antics of the anarchist wing of SDS, and are looking for an
opportunity to become seriuos revolutionaries; (2) PLP's politics
(anti-imperialism, anti-racism) can hardly offend most radicals,
while its "worker-student alliancel formulation offers an apparent
way out of the student movement's isolation, Although PLP's pro-
working-class politics are belng tempered by the liberal atmosphere:
of SDS(see PL-supported proposal on racism, below), it has been,
up to this point, the only national alternative to confrontation
and"do your own thing" politics., New recruits have fl ocked to join
PL's "base", seeing no place elae to go,

At the same time that SDS as a whole is growing, factional-
ism is taking on a new viviousness, Plans by the National Office
(NO) clique to clip PLP's wings at the December NC were exploded
by PL's surprising show of strength, When the NO group had rece-
vered from their shock at sceing PL's near-majority at the NC, the
air was filled with charges that PL had "packed" the NC, and with
threats to "get PL" at the next convention, if not at the Spring
NC, PL's response was to try to redirect the hostility against
the NY¥ SDS Labor Committes, In the frenetic "anti-racism" atmos-
phere of the NC, PL dug out and circulated the worn-out slander
that the Labor Committee 1s "racist" because of its support for the
UFT when that union was under attack by the government-organiged
"comunity control" movement,

A PLP momber submitted a motion, which was adopted, confirming
tHeegag rule passed by the NY region "dissolving" the NY SDS Lebor
Committee -~ an autonomous body within SDS which was not established
by the Region or by SDS, and which cannot be "dissolved" by thenm
under the present constitution and practice of the organization,

As they have dne in the past, Labor Committec re mir§ continued to
ignore this gag rule and defend their right to speak in 3SDS,



-2

The handful of Labor Committee members continued to speak until
.the point whon it was confirmed that they would be physically at-
- tacked by PL members if they spoke again on the floor of the NC,.

The Labor Committee maintsins that a successful purge of any
political grouping from SDS will signal the speedy degeneration
ofiSDS into an anarchist sect, We will continue to défend PLP's
right to participate fully in SDS, forthrightly opposing the attempt
to expel PLP which will arise in the comong months.

. " Because Labor Committce members prefer to deal with PL
politically, rather than through organizational devices or threats
of violence, we are publishing here the proposals on racism which
were supportéd by PLP and by the Labor Committee respectively at the
December NG, It is obvious that "anti-racism" is to be a focus
-of activity in SDS, ‘at least for the immediate perlod. These two
proposals(which we emphasize were supported by PLP and by the La-
bor Committee respecctively, and are not official positons of
either organization) reflect absolutely different conceptions of
the  oblems and method of building a revolutionary movement which
can effectively combat racism, On political method, and on politi-

cal program, we will allow the two proposals to speak for themm-17.-

" selves,
January 9, 1969

(Note: For.a more thorough disciwtssion of PLP's metthod and practice
sec ‘"Economism or Socialism" by Steve Fraser and Tony Papert, a
a revised version of a pper submitted to the 1968 Convention of
PLP, in the Docember Campaigncr,) . . :

Po§tscript, June 19693 In the months since the December NC, internal pressures
have forced PL to modify and to reverse much of their moralist position on

racism?‘The policy, however, has been taken over and in fact made more
extens%ve by Columbia SDS, NY Regional SDS Office, and the SDS National Office.
Under %ts new sponsership, the policy has produced a comic fiasco at

Columbla! and helped create a near race war at the City College of New York.

If anything, the change in policies of PL and the National Collective makes
this document more timely than ever.
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(Note: The following is the proposul on racism aubmitted to the
NC by members of San Francisco State College SDS and supported by
PLP.)

FIGHT RACISM BUILD A WORKER STUD&NT ALLIANCE SMaSH IMPERIALISM
THE MATERIAL BASIS OF RACISM

The material basis of racism is capitalismt!'s driving necd
to maximige profits, It is estimated that an extra $22 billion a
ycar os made off of the wage differential bebween Black and white
workers(Black workers make an average of $3000 less per year than
white workers,) Low wages for Black workers and Black unemploy-
rient are used to kccp down wages for all workers; rent and food
prices are higher in the Black and Third World ghettos.

Black workers are a major section of the industrial wark
force, e.g., .in steel, auto, lang shore, railroad. The super-ex-
ploitation of that sectlon of the wrking class serves to dlivide
the working class, and to prevent them from uniting -against the ¢
bosses., Thcrefore, because racism is based on class exploitation,
it is In the material interests of the centire working class and the

majority of -students to defeat it,

THE SUPERSTRUCTURE OF R4CISM

The ruling class has c¢reated a whole series of racist myths
and prejudices .in order to justify and continue the super-cxplodb-
« tation of Thlrd World pcople at héme ond abroad. These lies tell
us that, "therc is something inherently inferior in Third World
people that lecads to thelr being slaves." These lies are used to

ask the n000331ty of copitalism to enslave the great majority of
tho poonlc in the world,

RACISM CAN ONLY BE DEFEATED ON a4 CLASS BaSIS

To primarily uattack the superstructure of racism leads tto
a psychological and moraistic attitude, By not rallying peoplc
to attack the material super-exploitation and Oppression which g
generates raclsm, this liboral political approach only serves to
perpetuate raciam.

To unite Black and white people against the racist practices
of the class cnemy is the only way to defcat racism, This must
be concretely applied to specific strugrles, as in the recent
series of wildecat strikes of Black and white workers led by Black
caucuses(ce.g. REi, steecl) and as at Columbia and S.F.State. The
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superstrucute of racism is very powcrful and has a 1ife of 1its own
and its manifestations must be fought.J

FIGHT RACISM IN THE UNIVERSITY

Over thc past few years SDS has led struggles to expose.the
imperialist and class nature of the university and the necd to
build a2 warker-student alliance. Wehave to at this point, begin
to conseiously point oub and struggle against one of the main
aspects of bourgeols education, one of its most sacrcd tenets --
the promotion of racism. For instance, it is good business for
Dudley Swim, an illustrious member of the Californis Board of
Trustecs of the State Gollege system and Director of the Del Monte
Corp., to fight to keep ecducation under the control of thc ruling
class ~- otherwisc he and his cronics would be¢ hard put to find
Mexican laborers to work in their fields for $1.25/hour, or spol-
lgists and cnforcecrs of that system..

In thc past two ycars Third World studocnts have begun to wage
the sharpest struggles to occur so far in the student movement
aginst the rocist nature of higher cducation, In the South, four
Black studerits have alrcady been murdered by the cops(Orangeburg,
N.C., T.S.U.). The lack of reaction to this on Northern campuscs
showed a good deal of racism in thc student movement, This racism
is beginning to be defed ed, Colubmbia and S.F.State mark the
entry of Northern campusces into this struggle. We should be clear
that the forces which the ruling class is willing to cmploy to
crush these strugsles illustrates that they have no intention of
giving in on this question peacefully., Dudley Swim and his friends

If we are serious about allying woth Third World studaits
as well as workers in fighting raeism we should have no illusions
about the nature of this fight, It will lead us into even sharper
strug~les against the class enemy than we have previously experienced,

RACISM IN THE MOVEMENT

If we are to takr part in or lead any struggles against the
racist naturc of the univeraity we first must conduct o struggle
around racist attitudes in the movement,

1) Racism 2nd the building of the worker-student alliance. The vast
majority of Hon-white pcdeplc”inithis country are purt of the working
class -- the most exploited section of the working class.. Non-
white workers are in the vanguard of strugrles ngainst the bosscs
and the sell-out union leadership, We should bc clear that the
contempt of mony students: for the working class in gencral is in
particular an attack on Third world workers as wcll. To refuse
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or fight against building an alliasnce with the working class around
anti-ra01st politics is nothing but capitulation to imperialism,

2) The attitude that “racism is omorphous -- whitc students cuen't
relatec to it." This srgure nt denics the super~uxp101txﬁon and op-
prvsﬂion of Thrid World peoplc and Third Vorld students in particu-
lar, It shows no understanding of the basic way in which racism
is used by the ruling class, Thosc who objected to o ganizing
white students acround fl ghting racism arc thce same people who are
so quick to at*uck the white working class for not suprorting the
struzcles of Black workcrs., Most stulents eventually boecome purt
of the working class as btcachers and social workers WhOSv primary
job is to de¢velop and perpctuate racist and mti-working class i
ideolegy. DNobt struzrling uaround the gucstion of racism means per-
petunting racism, '

the first WuCkS cf thb Strlkb .t SF St”tu, Pd:plc who put forth
the position that whitc students cun't rclatc to racism(lcaders

of the uxpgrlmunt 1 College and the anti-working class forces

with 1n SDS) 'argucd that we should add “white dcmands“ to the 15
TWLF domonds, Thesc pecople did not sce that the anti-racism strug-
glﬁs WGTG in tho eluss intercest of students and workcers., The "
"whitc" domands they came out ‘with rcfle cted the lack of a class
outloock, They were ¥yory ndrrow studcnt-powcr demands, ic, campus
autonomy, frcc spccch, student control of coursss, cte., which
didn't attack the class naturc -of the university.

3) The non-class “"cultural oppression approach" which leads to tho
racist formulation that “students arc nisscrs too'. How many
whitc studonts have been shot down by the cops? How many white
studengs foce the problom of o ghetto cxistonce? Nen-whité pcoplu
ars supcr-cxplolitcd, They got the lowest wages, worst jobs,

worst jobs, worst workinc und living eonditions, and arc part of
the most opproessed class, the working elass, Studernits also are
oppresscd(ic, we'lre fod raeist, antisworkine class lics in the
classroom, taught to be sccial worksrs whe rorulate poverty and
ocopression instead of helpine poople, cte,) but this oppression

is net nearly s sharp as the oppressicn of non-whitc students and
workers, Studonts also huve some privileges(for instince, 2-5
deforments) . -

There is an ¢ven morc ricist 1lic in the "student s nigger®
formulnation, In stecud of scoing Third World puoplc as the hoart of
tho work forcc, and thorfore in o position of tremencdous stbength,
it sc.s them os powerless and clionated -- 1ike studonts., This is
zn insult to beth Black puoplc ond students, It is the same as tlho
liberal-conservative lic, "they®rc all on welfarc," 1t lecads to

advocating thot stuounts and Black puople “drop out“(impou.iblu
for workin~ cluss fomilics) rwther than strugele ugainst their
opprcssion,
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4) Reverse Chauvinism, Somc pcoplc say thot it is racist to cri-
ticizc anything put forward by o Black persca, or at lcast by some-
onc who claims tc be a Black m;lltwnt This pubronizing attitude
comes not from Undorstanding that the closs agpeet of imperiluist
oppression is primary,., It furthers notionalism, an ideology that
the ruling class rolies an to split the movemont,

5) The role of rcvolutionary violcncc, One of the muin tacties

of the administration at otate was to have their liberal front men
express their uhdying support for the demands of Thirc World students

but at the same time condemn their “violence,' At State during

one afternocn of clearing scabs out of classrooms a typewriter a-
was thrown through a window, A picture of the broken window and
typewriter resting in the bushes was printed in &t  ast 20 West
Coast newspapers as an example of the violence of "“roving bands of
non-white militants," This was part of an effort by the ruling
class to denv the mass character of the. revolutionary v1olence

used by the students, and to equate it with "senséless" terrorist
acts of violence by iddividuals, Thia attack on Third World stu-
dents must be met head on by exposing the cluass nature of violence.
The necc381ty of working people und purticulurly Blacks to use

violence is a result of the violent and systematic oppression

which the ruling-class perpctuates every day, Revolutionary violence
against the cluss cnemy and its lackeys(college cdministrators)

is the only way thut cluss in the long.run is going to bc smashed.
The role of white rudiculs is not to excusc or rutionalize the
sharpness with which Thi rd world studonts are willing to fight

the administrati on but to build support for it, draw courage from it
and participate in it,

after three yeurs of strugrle aguinst the racist polimies
of the udministration most students suw quite claarly thut the per-
pectrutor of violence wag not Thirs World students or white radicuals
who supportcd them but the administration und the racist policies
which they insisted on perpcettrating, Within the movement we
must have o clceur wnd serious attitude towerds the increusing sharp-
ness of the strugrle wgainst the atute, The uwdage that ther are
some that tulk und some thit uct proved itself very true at SF
State.  One SDS membor who hud custigated his brothers ond dsisters
during the swmmer for not being willing to cngage in isolited
torrorist activity, sturted to sercum in the middls of a rock as-
sault on a building whecro scob elasscs were being held thoat s tudents
shouldn't brcuk windows und then addcd thut we should save our rocks
ind throw them at cops. Howcever, when the cops camc our military
strategist was nowhere to be seon, leaving Black and whitc studonts
to fisht tho cops. We ncsd mo more divgroms by "now left® journal-
ists about how %to blow up «rmourcd cars, Whiat we do nced is o
lifelong commitrment in mr uetice to fight the ruling ClJSS by what-
eVer MeINS arc NeCsSIary.
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ANTI#COM.UNISM -~ THZ TWIN BROTHER OF RACISM .

At State red-baiting attacks have hecen diretted against
Thitrd World students and other radical groups; particularly SDS
and PLP, The newspapers kept refering to TWLF as, "a far left
militart organization." At least two local liberal coumnists
ran articles ammouncing that Third World students were known to
carry the red book around with them at all times. Reagn got on TV
to denounce "outside agit ators"(external cadre)., Hayakawa offered
to discuss the demands with Third World students if they would
repudiate the support of SDS and ther radical organizations, |
Third World students told Hayakawa to shove his offer up his ass,
The red-baiting of the strike was used in the same way as racism.
It was direted at dividing people so that they would be lass able
to 1 gzht the administration. The ruling class pushes the idea
that communists are using the " not #infounded grieveances of the
poeple" (Vietnamese or Third World people in the US) while “we(the
white ruling class) know what is really best for the po ple -- the
imperial ist system, The ruling class fears communist participation
in these struggles because ¢ ommunists put forward proletarlan
inte rnationalism, which is the only tnswoer to the imperialists
attempt to divide and rule on: a national basis,

DEFEAT NATIONALISM

Nationalism has replaccd pacifism as tho main ideologlcal woamnon
of the ruling elass within thc Black Liberation Mevere nt, Nation-
alism is usecd to divert Third World people from dtruggle on a class
basis and from making alliances with whiteworkers and students.
Because of the sped al supcr-oexploitation of Black pgople, thelr
struggle os now nntional in form and working class .is comtent.
Thus,at. SF State there was o separate TWLF, Usually o nationalist
fecling is the initial imperus towords atrugele among Black people.
But th ¢ material basis of this strugele is class @ppression.
Censciousness of this opprcssion mast become the dominant ideclogy
for these strugeles to win.,

As support grew for the strike on campus among working poople
in the ghetto cne Third world politicul hack aftcr anothor began
To arrive on campus. Thsi included advacate of redevclopment in the
ghotto, superviser Torry francois, who on¢ wook after declaring
his supvort of thc domands of Third World students, voted in favor
of a2 spsod ol bhudgot riequest by the Polico dopartment to financo
tholr SF 3tate operation, Tho newspapers wors quick to promote
these forcss 2a lendurs of the struggle, rcosoning that if therc
had to by a School of &thi™s Studics it wouldbe bottor to have it
under the control of "responsible"(pro-ruling cliss) mmbors of
the Thrid World community, . The Ford and Carnegic as well as other
2apltelist foundah ons arc bugring non-whitc studonts to bteks thoir
moncy to fincnece speecial ~dmissions «nd Sthnic programs, The in-
tont 08 ecloar -- they arc quite willing to giv. up 2 littlc bit cof
tho raelst form if they cun bo assurcd of the m nbinucd promotion
of the sarr- 14 raeist contont,



DEFEATING RACISM IS THE &Y TO DEFBATING NATIONALLSM

Racism is the material basis of nationalism. Tle racism .
that Third World people cncounter from white workers aad students
makes nationalism that much morc belisvable, White students and
workers should ncver use opposing nationalism as an excuse for -not
primarily and fiercely fighting racism,

SPECIFIC PROPOSALA

1) Special Admissions, Struggles around admissions of Third
World students arc breaking out on campuses around the country.,
This is a setback for the ruling class and a step forward for the
student movement, Thoeso sbruggles unite 'whird World and white
students., They unite thc student movement with. Third World workers.
And they have raiscd themovemeont to shighor level of mass militancy.
The ruling class wants to co-opt thesc struggles by claiming
thet admitting more Third world students will end racism,. Further,
when they arc forced to admit morc Third World studcnts they will
try to use this to train morc psople to holp oppress Third world
sectlon of the working class, the peorlc who pay for thc univer-
sity to begin with, This strategy is alrcady backfiring through-
out the country as Third World studonts lead some of the sharpest
campus strugglcs ind ofton immediately move to link their strugeles
to the Thrid World working class,

SDS, 2s woll as radicals ameng Thrid World studonts must
play a major rolc in thesc strugglos if they arc not to bo co-opted.
We have to peint cut mors ecllcge admissions cannct be a strategy
to ¢nd racism, tut this is o tactic to shervmm tho attack on capi-
talism, Wc havs to fight around the class contunt of our cducation.
For cxample, courscs $hiuwtd hs taught cn working class history, the
roal story cf U.S, impcriclism., Thosc should includc dcmands for
ccurses on tho histery of tho acn-whitce sceti on of the werking class
in partieular -~ tho sup.r-cxploitation c¢f non-white workcrs in cr-
ccting tho bhoody edifices of U.S. impcrialism, We have to atbtack
cns of tho majer "scelclogieal” funetions of the university: to pro-
vidc trainod porsonncl for a varicty of shetto-ccoling-off projocts
including sechncling, peclicing and (lack of) heousing. We have to ¢
fight against racist institufl cms on compus such as ROTC,

2)Urban Removol, Many universitizs(Ccelumbia, Chicage) arc trying

to cxpand thelr cam puscs inte thoe surrcunding ghettces., This mcans
the cvictl on of Third World working class familics. Black, brown,
and white studonts should ally with the working elass cemmunitics to
stop thesc cvictions agninst thoir commen cnemy ths administraticn.

3)_Supnort Strikcs. Part of the overall stratugy for o worker-stu-~
dent allianec is to fight rocism by supnherting thoe on-tho-job strugg-
los ¢f thc Third World wcrkoers, including campus werkers, This mcans
interjoeting cnti-racist ideelegy inte the strugglss cf all workcrs,

) Buppobt of ghotte robellicns. This mzons winning studconts to
sseedng thoe ncid to supwert the sharp strugelevs cof Bluck and cthor
non-whitc werkers, as cppescd to the band-aid running and holpful
tacticnl hintes to the Black massos put ferwnrd in now-loft publica-




’

-9-

tions. e nust builé this suprort cround seeing the ri~ht to use
"wistever means necessary'" to fipuat the deily violent orrression
used by the ruling class cgainst the peoples It is gool to builc for
substontial mess actions at City ..sll, lational Guerc armories, etc.
in ti:e event of gaetto rebellions. l.oss netion, ~s op osec to in-
¢ivicual terrorism, is important. e cre trying to build supiort on
n cless besis cmong tue people For tlhese rebellions, pointing out
thet Bleck nnéd wiite workers cnd stucents will heve to toke port in
ermed struggle to cefent imperinlisme

SO

5)Hipa schools. “he sllisnce with i, : scheol students was an im-

nortant element ot 57 Stgte: the i..S. stucents supvorted the strike

oné. reised their own demends . Jnti-rocism is vitel in building the
hizh school movenent.

6) Teaizc the initistive in =(ucation on raocisme It is the respon Si—
bility of white racicals, not Black students, to fight rocist at-
titudes cmonp white students. One thin: we usec successfully cduring
the strike was clossroom cefucntion —— soing into classes ~nd spenking
on questions of rzcism in tle university ond other questions re-
lanting to the strike. 7Je should clso be clear thot rocism is o
~rincinled question, rnd thnt it will Cestroy the movenment unless it

=

is fought ~nd cefented,

7) The lT.v. should open ULHW to more articles relonting to rocisn ond
the workers—stucent nllicnce, particularly tihosce writien by chopter
psople involved in suck strug.les, r-ther thon "new-left" theoreti-
cinns., Articles hove been submittec by chopter meimbers ot SFSC -
rouhd these questions, (especiclly during the struggle last spring over
Third Jorld némissions) which never werce printed by NLN.

&) The movement rust involve working :eople or it will be isolnted
ené. Goomed. Crmous strug.les must be relatec nnd tied to working cl
clnss strugsles. hctive suprort should be given to local strikes;
stucents should kecep in clesc touch with ronkz-~nl —file union cou—
suscs oné incivicucls nreviuosly contccted; comnunity support cnd in-
volvemnt $uiould be sourht for £S5 activities. Only whea the stucent
moverent is unitec wi®h tie mosscs of werliing people in tlis country
will we be in the w.y to crushing tie impori~list srsten.

mlenn Dillén, S5, S5XSC Sue Zono, S.8, SI'SC
Zob Broocuenc, SuS, LIS John Levin, L5, <L,
’ oSl

KK H K KR KK KKK KKK HHHHRK KK
“hilc the SPSC racism provoscl wos on the floor of the NC, on

ammacnément 4o it wos submitted by Toul Liillkmen, of CCNY g8 anc
NY SUS Lobor Committee. The smmendent soic thot community control is
o count-r-rcvolutionnry movement oryrmized by the government to cif-
fusc the revolutionary netentinl of thie black ghettos; thot it is
designed to Jivide up tae ghettos into narrow seclf-indecrest groups;
thrt it is o twomprongeé ottrck, ogoinst ghetto and ogrinst trade un-—
ions. The cmuendment concluced tiot SiLS should oppose comiunity con-
trol cné scok to erc-to r countor-movement to fight thce stote for the
ra-~] motericl interests of the working elass, This cmmendnont wos
rejocted by the mrkers of the propesal, and voted nzrninst by 11 YLE
mombors prosent. In cccomod:tting to pro-community control sentiment
in SUS, JL? members thus bint-.ntly contrscéictec their own nublicly-
stoted position opposing comnunity controls,
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MATERIALIST VS, MORALIST APPILOACHES TO RACISM

(Notec: The following proposrl wes submitted to the Decomber SDS Nat-
ional Council by Stcve Froser of the Phil. SuS Labor Committec and Ed
Spannaus of the NY SLS Labor Committec.)

Lacism hos roplnced the wor in Vietnam wos the official topic of
conversation in our movement, and hos become the new focus of "sirug-
gle". The discussions of fighting racism which have predcainated in
our movement and during this confercnce have shown that mo:ralism and
ide’ ism still pervade our thinking. The danger in this is not only
thot it incapacitates the movement in effectively fighting racism, but
that it even leads to actions which objectively increase racism under
the guise of struggling against it.

In our opinion, the discussions have revecled (1) o grossly fa-
cdequate understanding of the actunl processcs by which ideas come 1in-
to existence, develop, and then pass away;(2) o superfacial under-
standing of thc manner in which the ruling. class fosters racilsm
among the working clnss; and (3 ) an enti-socinlist un-scientific
method of fighting ageinst rocism.

RACISM AND THE BOULGEOIS %WOi:LL*OUTLOOK

Kacism is one particular cxpression of :. bourgeois world-
outlook, which is the noturcl outlook of cll persons living in cap-
itloist society, The cssence of bourgeois ideology is the tendency
to view onc's situation in th¢ nerrowest of terms —-- individual and
norrow groupings -- rather thon in class terms. The parochial
grouning -- the local community, the shop, the school, the etha.c
proup -— is scen as the basis for onc's social —political activity.
In periods of socinl dislocotion and crisis, the struggle to defend
onc's sclf is posed only in group terms. The solution to individual
and group problems ore scen in defending the narrow grouping from
the onslought of other socinl groups.

This is o noturnloutlook of the trade unionist, the community
activist, and the student. Militant struggle om a parochial basis
docs not lead to class—for-itself consciousness(socizlist conscious-—
ness)s. It is only when pcople break through the limits of bour—
geois social forms, aad begin to sec their struggles in terms of
reaching outto other layers of the working class and its notural
allies, and begin to struggle around common-interest programs, that
& sclf-conscious socialist movement ken be brought into existence.
The crcotion of such o movement is the only bosis for effectively
combatting racism,

L.acism exists on at lcast two levels. Onc is racism as an
attitude which is held about other ethnic groups, defining the other
group ns somchow differcnt and inferiorto one's own groupe In this
sense rocism is universal in capitalist and pre-capitalist socictiesj
for example, in the U.S. virtually all whites arc prejudiced against
blacks, most blacks arc prejudiced ngainst Puerto iticans, and vice
versa. The second level of rocism is the getive oppression of another
cthnic group, such as discrimination towerd or cxploitation of mem-—
bers of that group.
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7o Cefine racism as tlie feilure to actively fight in the inter—
ests of blacks, for example, is +to use the concept in such o uni-
versal, amorphous manner n~s to render the concept clmost mesningless.
It is contenced thnt students cre rocist becouse they don't supnort
"black liberation" struggles; but students generzlly don't support
the strugples of any other sroups either. There is obviously much
more than racism ~t work here. It would be nore precise to describe

his —- the foilure of white studénts to support blnck.worlﬂrs, or
the failure of the MNew York tenchors! Union to forge ~n slliance
with the. black connunlty, ‘os the neturnl expression of the outlook
of z2ll neoplo under copitolism: the out100k o7t "wo're nrotectlng
ours; they can look out for themsclvese" '
<2 VO TATSRIAL 0D SOCTILL BASIS OF RACISK
., The ecconomic basis of racism is obviously founcd in the general

ncecd of the capitnlist system tO"nwnlanO its profits." But, hoving
21 tnwt,“we must further cuplein the specific forms that racism
takes, based on the narticulnr st“bc of cevoTounent of o capitalist
economy, and on the socicl relctions of o cepitelist socicty. The
rocist attitudes of cll workers in our society wre not sinply o
creation of an imuenscly astute cnd oninpotent ruling class; they core
bascd in the perceived threct thet white workers fael from blacks.
Anc, in the obsénsc of class-wide struﬁ'lo, the threot is often realg
not imagincry. The recent upsurge of sctive rncisnm crniong white worliors
in the Horth rcflcets the 1ncre,olub ccononic insccuritics of thecsc
worlicrs. Tor instenece, without ~n increcsc in tne nunboer of pro-

cuctive jobhs, nmorc JObS for ULloel workers cdoes meon fewer jobs for
waite workerss. liore wolfaore spending cocs menn nlbgcr taxes for the

toxpryers 2Zlock-busting doces mcrn thot the vhite homcowncew is like;y
to losec monoy .on his homece. This ccnuot be ‘wished away or morslized
oy wiite libernls and radicelse The moterial bosis ond social
bokks for racism do actunlly cxist in rvulity; sympothy for the
black mbvement will not wish it awaye Tlhc notericl bosis ‘for rocisn,
onc its exprossion in socicl reolcotionships, nust be Cestroyed for
rocisma itsel? to be cestroyed.

07 IS ULING CLASS USZS 1.ACISI:

Thosc who are censtontly toliiing about the ruling closs':usc
of vncism to divide working ﬁoowle would co better to understanc
concrctely how the CqutullSu cless is uutonpulnl to sct whaite cgoinst
bloeck in this partlculur period, The Licy to understanding their
policy is found in the Lerncr l.cport, in which "white rocisn" is
given s the fundnmentolreoson Tor the oppresssion od Plocks in the
U.S. Stronge for the ruling cl-ss to nfdmit this? ordly. The condi-
tions of black peoyle in this country nrec o dircct rosul+ o the sys~—
tem cf privoate owacership of thie productive f0“ccs; thcy do not stenm
prlmariy from the rncism of "white Amcrica." It.is in the proposcls
of th K&rner heport thot we sce whnt' is roally intonded. In the
report .ore dozcns of proposals for "shoring the poverty'" -— toxing
the hell out of whito worhln{ pcoplc to ptov1cc porli=barrel invest-
ment benanzos for finamncicrs, who in turn will be expceted to dish out
o fow crumbs for the giacttose. Divide-ond—-rule, yes; but with the
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"radical" tinge that whitc working pecoplc will pay for their "racisn"
with increased tox gouging of their paychecks.  Onc only has to look
ot the Yallace movenent to sce the prectical results of such o policye.
vYhe sccond nspect of ruling-cless policy in this period is
found in the government financed anc orgrnibzed "community centrol"
rmovement. OZ0 ond the Foré Foundation nrc not simply trying to co-—
opt ~ radicel movemont; they nre trying to orfﬂnlzo ~n non-socialist
rodiccl novement. ;h31 novenent docs not ond will not fight on the
rcal issucs of ghette lifc — jobs, minimum wnges, housing ond school
construction, ctec. Instvud, it fights to "contrel" the conditions of
its own poverty, rather thnn fighting to climinate it. FPurthermorec,
suchi o movement will bo uscd to breck predeminntely white troce unions,
The retioncgle for such union-busting ccmprnigns will be thet "white—
racist tenchers" ~re the moin cousc of bho nis-clucation of ghetto
youth, thot white welfrrce workers cre the roason thot the welforc
systecm is so degrnding, tht:WultC construction workers orc tho
sourcc of belck uncmployment,; ~ndé sc one

In orgenizing this movenment, the bovornncnt hos luckily feund
an important 1ly in the nasorlty of 'waite radicn s, who hove becn
uctlvoly'supﬁort1n~ this counter— —insurgency cempeign while throwing
in o fow "revolutionnry" slozeons in an ottempt to distinguish them—
sclves from the ”povcrty a&amts” * :The n”10r1ty »f tue Loft hes
been Lupba into supporting thiis union-busting untl—bluck compoign
becausc of their sclf-dclusions nbout the noturc of this movemont
~nd its alleged rovoluticennry potential. Ironicnlly, thosc who
bonst the most about "strug, llub ubuiﬂSU rocism" oreo uctuully nelping
the ruling cluss to inecrensc rreism by their n~ctions.

L SCIENTIFIC ALDL.0ACE TO TIZ FIGHT LGLINST LLACISIH

woeism connot be offectivly combatted by trying individuslly

to convince whitc workers or wvhitc stucents that they should support
black strugiles becous: blacls are in the "vonguorc." This i# just o
“left form of white liborelisme Thc woy to fidht rocisnm is not Yo
bobble on' ond on nbout rocisua, but to involve white aond black peoplce
in comnon fights ~nround tl“lr conmmon nntcrinl 1nm@rcsts. “Then sce—-
tions of the working cless nnd its ~llics take the o;fonsive, fighting
around o comlon—lnterost prO”rﬁm wilch oxprésscs their cless interests,
then racism will begin to be broken ‘ovn(ultuouga not climinatod).
“Then working people, the unenplcycd cné stulents begin to unLeLstund
that their ”sop Xf to" problcnas con only be solved bJ fighting in
clliencce with other proups, thon thoe sccicl ~néd ideoclogical bescs

of reeism will begin to Cisoppecre The now socinl relotionships
which ~re crented in thce processe of building o~ socinlist relotion—
ships which are crentoed in the proccss of building o socinlist move—
ment will bring into being nev conceptions of our relaticnship to

onc¢ ~nothcr. Simultcncously, cn uncorstending of the mutunl inter-
cepnendence of the now-disparate sceticns cof the working cless will
CMCTEC o

We are orguing thot o motericlist understending of rocism
shows thht roeism crnnot be climinotcld until the ccononic ~nd socinl
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blacks for jobs, the needs of city-dwellers for the rebuilding of our
decaying cities, and c¢f ghetto high school students who have no
motivation to learn becnuse they know there is no future for them
once they get out of school.

This demand, for millions of new productive jobs to be created
by expropriation of $50 billions of after tax corporate income for.
investment in new means of production and consumption, link the
most oppressed section of the working class (mainly blacks and
Spanish-speaking) to the rest of the working class. It links the
unemployed and under-employed to trade-unionists whé are presently
engaged in a losing battle to maintain their wage kevels by tradi-
tional trade union methods, but in the face of rising inflation and
wage taxation. What lies behind the erosion of the dellar and the
consequent decline in living standards is the inability of capitnlists
to re~invest surplus value productively — that is to invest in the
expanded production of real goods and services. Thus a 6% annunl
inflation is associated with mseless expenditures in advertising,
marketing, and financial burcaucracies and in netional "defcnse",
while rising taxes finance one pork-barrel after cnother and rising
debt servicc payments for government and public authoraty bondse.

Only the redirectionm of capital flows away from this type of
waste and speculation and into expansion of real production can pro-
vide for the protection and the improvemnt of the living conditions of
working people. It is now obviously alsc in the material interests
of trade-unionists and "well-paid" workers to support such a demand;
and it demonstrates the rccessity for workers, the unemployed, and
students to unite to solwe their apparently-separate problems of
life. Around struggles around such programs we develop the social,
then the material basis for the destruction of racism. And we pro-—
vide the only effective counter-sttack to the ruling class's aggressive
divide-and-rule tacticse.
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