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Study Group Curriculun = OI" THE PARTY

The first and sccond scssion will be devoted to a class
anclysis of each iciaber. Subsequent sessions will be
devoted to o porticular aspect of one of the following
five topics:

1) On The Neced For A Poriy
2) On The Revolutionary Line Of Our Party
3) On Party Orgenization And Solid Nethods of Vork

4) On How The VWorking Clecsc Can Achicve State Power
In The U.S. - Strotegy And Tactics

5) Party For Whom And In Whose Interests?

Topic I - ON_TIE I.ED FOR A PARTY

Sessiens 3-5

Reading:

Lenin, What Is To Be Donc
¥ilt Rosen, "On The Party," PIL, vol. 4, no. 1
"PLP Trade Union Prograwi," PL, vol. 5, no. 2

Supplenmentary Reading:

Lenin, Cne Step Forward, Two Stcps Backword

Questions:

1) Why did lenin write What I3 To Be Dong?

2) Describe "frecedon of criticisn" tondency, its claas
ncture, and its repr.scntotives vithin the inter-
national novenent tcday.
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3) Whet cistinguinhes o reveluticnary comunist party
from 21l ostner organizaticns? Whnat copect of &
cc.rurist porty deveriiinces the character of tiue
party?

4) What is cconomnism, its class nature, ond charactler-
istics?

5) What is the princry cruse of cconcnisn? VWhe cre the
preascnt coy (conorilsts ond nov cre tLlir idens
reficcred in tihic trode union ond ntiewar ove-
ment in thie U.3. today?

6) What is the relationsiiip hLesieen sponlancoua rehellinns
and conscious revclutionary practice?

T) VWinct is the noin strengtl Andé Loan wenkness of tle
reveiutionnry j.ovencnt in tihe U.3. now?

8) Can tlhere be o sccialisti rovolutinn vithout -
guzrd colyunist soriy? Lxul-oin vith reiercace to

Cubve.
9) "Prirary tosk of revoluticnarics is the political
educaticn ol the working class" - Lonin. Truc or

fzlse?

10) Ecoronisn and terrorisn s.irely bew to different
pcles of spontoncity. wxploin.

11) How should a comnmunist Harty bo orfonined? Wi
should be in it? Should it ve nade up ol cnly
professicnal rcevoluticnaries?

12) VWhet is the relationship between mast cro-nizations
such 25 trode unions, 3I3, ete., and & revoiuticn-
ary comrwanist party? Is it sessible Tor a wtionnl
liveraticn front to t2ke the vlace ci o coicanist
porty? Whet «bout tiie FIN, July 26 Icverent, and
the NILT in Vietnan?
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3.

Topic II - ON THL REVOLUTIONARY LINE OF OUR PARTY

Sesgsions 6-10

Réading:

Session 6
Road To Revolution - I(PLP Statement)

Sessions 7&8
Lenin, Struggle Acainst Revisionism and Opportunisn

Session 9
I. Epstein, From Opium War To Iiberetion, Peking, 1964

Session 10
CPUSA Dreft Progran
Browder's Bridgeport Speech
Milt Rosen, "MNain Report of the PIP Convention,"
PL, vol. 4, no. 5
MorT Scheer & A. Jerome, "On the CP Draft Progranm,"
PL, vol. 3, no. 4

Questions: _

1) "Pwo paths are open to workers of any given country."
Describe, compare and contrast these two fundamen-
tal roads to revolution.

2) Why are there two lines possible for revolutionary
movements?

3) Can the two alternative lines be generalized for all
historic periods? If so, how?

4) VWhat are the main features of opportunism and
revisionism? Are they opposed to the main features
of Marxism-Leninism?

5) Whom do you know that has one of these two lines?
The other? How do they show this?

6) What is the role of revisionism in the US? Inter-
nationally? What is the relationship between then?

7) What are the causes of rcvisionism? What is the
ceniral cause?
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4.

8) What is the future of revisionism in the US? Inter-
nationally?

9) Why should we study about revisionism?

10) How do we strurgcle agzinst it in ourselves? How do
ve struggle rgninst it in the political movernent?

11) What i3 the relationship between "classical" revision-
isn and modern rcevisioniosm?

12) Whet is"Anmericun Exceptionalisn"? What is its class
w2ture? Vhose interests are served by spreading
this theory? :

Session 11 (focus on primery aspects of modern revisionism
internaticnally)

Reading:
Revolutionary Diclectics and How To Appraise Imperialism,
Peking, 1966 - )
"Roed To Revolution - II," (PLP Statement) in PL,
vol. 5, no. 6

Questions:

1) Way are U.S. irperizlism and modern revisionism in
rezlity "paper tigers with feet of clay"?
r”;,,..)....\ YA
2) Is the Soviet Union a’capitalist country? Prove it.

3) Vhat causes the peaceful transition from socialism
to capitalisn?

4) Should the NLF accept aid from the Soviet Union?
Explain.

5) What is the importance and value of Road To Revolu-
ticn - I1?
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5.

Session 12
Reading:
L. Armand, "23rd CPSU Congress," PL, vol 5, no. 4

Letters to the Editor in response to the article
"Origins of Soviet Revisionism," PL, vol. 5, no. 6

Topic III - ON PARTY ORGANIZATION
AND SOLID M:IECDS OF WORK

Some general questions:

1) What is derwocratic centrclisn? How does it werk?
Why is it necessary?

2) What are the principles of criticism and self-
criticisn? Give exanples based on your life
experience: was the principle practiced correctly
or incorrectly?

3) What is the guarantee thet the zbove principles
will be practiced? what can we do to prevent
them from turning into their opposite(e.g. CPUSA).

4) Who should be a member of a revolutioneory party?
What should the criteria and requirements be?

5) What is the main function of a vanguerd party:
education, organization, agitation, or?

Session 1
Reading:

"On The Need for Democratic Centralism," PL, vol 4, no. 4
Lenin, On Organisation

¥ao, On Lezdershi
Stalin, "On The Party," Scction V11l in Foundations of
Leninism

Stalin, On Character Of A Party
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Secsion 14
Reading:

w0, On Proctice
Mao, Relorm in Lezrnireg, the Party, and literzcture

Supplementary Reading:

Nao, Reform OQur Study

Questions:

1) %What is tke correct relationship between theory
and practice?

2) “hat bvasic types of deviations will uc made if the

relaticn betvween tlieory and practice is incorrect?

3) Why are "individual firstism" and "the clamer for
indeperndence in violeticn of dewocratic central-
isa" types ¢f party scctarianism?

4) VWhet should the relationship be between old & new,
local & visiting, black & white cadre?

5) Vhat is the r:lationship between the party and
the nassces?

6) How do the slogans "don't repecat post nistakes,"

and "save men by curing their ills," apply to
our study groups?

Session 15
Reading:

Liu Shao-Chi, On Inner Party Strugple

Questicns:

1) Wwhat is the origin of all incorrect ideas end
tendencies within the perty?
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7.

2) What ere inncr party struggles? What are they based
on? What arc they aiiied at? Why are they necessary?

3) In normal situwations, suck a2s ours, what is the
difference Vvetveen inner party struggle and struggle
outside the party?

4) What are the correct princigples, attitudes, and
methods for guiding inner party struggle?

5) Liu stated in this speech, nade in 1941, that “the
CCP has largely avoidcd the deviation of right
opportunisnm.” In light of current events in China
vas this statement correct? If not, was it o
serious error ané what was its origin?

Session 16
Reading:
Mao, On The Correct NMethods of Leadership

Mao, Conbzt Iiberalisn
¥ilt Rosen, "On The Party," PL, vol. 4, no. 1

Session 17
Reading:

¥Yao, On Correccting listaken Idcas Within The Party
"PLP: A Critical kvaluation," PL, vol. 5, no. 4
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Topic IV - ON HOW THE WORKING CILASS CAN ACHILVE
STATE POJ R IN TEE U.S. - STRATEGY AND TACTICS

Some general questions:
1) How is strategy evolved?
2) What is the strategy of reformism?
3) In the U.S. can there ve 2 revolutionary strategy
wnose notor force is not the working class(espec-

ially its organized sector)?

4) What about the black peoples role in terms of a
strategy for revolution?

5) What will be the role of students and intellectuals?

6) Wnat is the relationship between a U.S. revolutionary

strategy end the world revolutions?

7) What is your own strategic outlook?

Session 18 -
Reading:

left Wing Communism: An Infantile Disorder, Lenin

Questions:

1) Does Lenin approach left opportunism differently
than right op.ortunism? Why? What is the greater
problem today?

2) Why do revolutionarics have to learn to retreat as
well as to advance? Give examples in your work
of an orderly and an unorderly retreat.

3) What is the social basis of left opportunisn? How

are left opportunism and right opportunisn
mutually complimentary?
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4) Way is it necessary to conbine legal and illcgel
viorx? Is legzl work always necessary? Wany? What
is the party's best defense against cgents?

5) How do you distinguish principled comporomise from an
unprincipled compromise?

6) Vhy is strong centralization and iron discipline
noc¢cessary pre-requisites to defeating the
bourgeoisie? How cre trnese characteristics
meintained within the party?

Session 19
Reading:

2111 kpton, We Accuse

Lin Piao, On Pcoples VWar

L. Clark, "Studies on the Left: An Analysis,“PL, vol. 5,
no. 2

S. Aronovitz, et. 2l., "Studics on the Left: A Reply
Fron the kditors," PL, vol. 5, no. 3.

"Rejoinder to Lditors of 3tudies on the Left by the
Editors of PL," PL, vol. 5, no. 3

Session 20
Recading:
"U.S. iflorkers: Torce for Revolution"
"PLP Trade Union Program," PL, vol. 5, no. 2

"U.S. Yorkers: No'Patsies' Tor Imperialism," PL, vol. 5,
no. 4
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Sesaion 21

3ill NicAdoo, "lotes on Blacx liveration," PL, Vol. 5,
ro. 1
2ill Epton, "hBlack Sclf-Determination,"™ PL, vol. 4, no. 3
PLP Convention Rcsolution on Block Iiteration, PL, vol. 4,
no. 5
On The Metional Questicn, Peking, 1966

Sessicn 22

Reading:
PIP Convention Reszoiution on Community Work, PL, vol. 4,
no. 5
PLP Convention Resecluticn on Student VWork, PL, vol. 4,
rno. 5

J. Gordon, "ilections: A lctlhod of Struggle," PL,
vol. 5, ro. 5

Important supplencentary Reazding Tor Topic IV:

The Revolt in VWintts on

the Coning Battle, pubd. by
Bleck Liberaticn Coriilssicr of PLP
V. Linder, "Analysis of District 65," PI, vol. 5, no. 3
W. Lindcr, "The Great Flint Sit-in Strike," PL, vol. 5,

no. 6
F. Scott, "A City Halts: JYC Transit Strike," PIL,
vol. 5, no. 3
The Plot Against Black A crica, pub. by Harlem Branch
of PLP
"M-2-M Dissolution Statercent, " Frce Student, no. 7
J. Gordon, "Workcr-Student Alliance," PL, vol. 5, no. 6
Alice Jerone, and the Lission PIP Club, "Comrunity Work -
Lest and Vest," PL, vol. 5, no. 3

Additionally, documents and erticles from othcr organizations
that decl with strategy and tactics, such as SDS, trade
unions, CNP(Coruzittce for Neow Politics), etc., should
be read and brought to our study group.
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Topic V - PARTY FOR WHONM
AND IN WHOS™ INTLRLST?

Sone gerieral questions:
1) Can revoluticnary partics avoid becoming corrupt?
2) Vhat is a professionzl revolutionary? What are the
chiaractoristics of a2 professional revolutionary
and how does one develop these charucteristics?

3) Should there be one international vanguard party or
separate parties in cach country?

4) What does serving the people mean?

5) Wnzt is your(each nexber c¢f the study group) primary
coruaittment -~ in whose interest? How do you know?

Session 23
Reading:

Liu Shao-Chi, How To B¢ A Good Comunist

Questions:

1) As far as cultivaticn and remoulding, how does
dialcctics work orn thc rcvolutionary hinself?

2) How do recvoluticnarices cultivote themselves?

3) What is the problem in the party cezused by thiose
who comc to the party as a purc intellectual
uridertaking?

4) Whot is the main interest of the communist party
member and how does this affect his life?

5) Give cxarples of wrong idcolegy in the party.

6) What docs it rmean that the individual is subordinate
to the pearty?
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Session 24
Reading:

Che Guevara, "On Socialist lan," PL, vol. 5, no. 2
"Interview with Fidel Castro," Playboy magazine

Session 25
RrReading:

Preamble to the PLP Constitution, PL, vol. 4, no. 5, or
vol. 5, no. 3

Mao, Serve the Pcople

Neo, In Vemory of scrnen Bethune

Important Supplenmentary Reading for Topic V:

Morris Raphael Conen, Why I am llot a Comunist

Playboy irterview with Dr. Tirothy Leary

Khruschev's report to tho 22nd Congress

Trainirs Successors is the Party's Strategic Gocol,
Peking, 1966

Political Work: The Lifeline of All Work, Pcking, 1966
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