
SOME NOTES ON LEAVING THE PARTY

I t  has been about  n ine months s ince I  le f t  the progress ive
Labor Party.  I  thougrht that i t .  woulC be usef ul  to state some
of my reasons for leaving and to share them vr i th members and
fr iends of the Partyr So I  am contr ibut ing this to the fnternal
Bul let in,  and sending a copy to t .he area leader and my former
c lub leader .  I  have no in terest  in  bu i ld ing a  fac t ion and
even less in start ing a nerr party.  I  s imply rvant to (  1) make
the record.  c lear ,  and (2)  o f fer  my cr i t i c isms of  the d i rec t ion
in whi lch the party is current ly going.

My reaons for leaving can be div iCed into three general
a reas :  (1 )  t he  Par t y ' s  po l i cy  o f  Ceny ing  membersh ip  to  gay
men and women i  Q )  the Party '  s at i i tude toward coal- i t ions
and what  is  genera l ly  re fer red to  as  " the movenent ; "  (3)  the
way in which inter-party and intra-party struggle is con-
ductedr 4s shovm by the San Francisco spl i t  and the break
wi th  the Canadian Par ty  o f  Labor .  .

I . THE ISSUE OF TTOIqOSEXUALITY

At this point  I  T do not feel  that there is much need
to  debate  the substance o f  the issue for  two reasons.  F i rs t ,
f  general ly agree with the thrust of  the argiuments rnade in
the  th ree  a r t i c l es  wh ich  were  c r i t i ca l  o f  t he  Par t y ' s  po l i cy
and which re fu ted the Nat iona l  Steer ing Commit tee 's  pos i t i6n .
(These were pub l ished in  the Pre-Convent ion Bu l le t in  #1,

March 20 ,  L97I  .  ) *  Second,  f  have d i  scussed the substant ive
issue before ,  both  in  ar t ic les  in tended for  the In terna l
Bu l le t j -n  and in  le t ters  to  Chal lenge,  but  none have been
printed. ( f  was tolo by an NC member that there were a slew
of art ic les af  ter Lhe NSC statement,  but that.  most rvould
not  be pr in ted,  s ince "homosexual i ty  is  not  the bas ic  issue
fac ing the Par ty .  "  )

fns tead o f  re-debat i -ng the ,  j -ssue,  the quest j -on f  or  me
to  answer  i s :  why  cou ldn ' t  f  s tay  i n  t he  Par t y ,  con t i nue  to
d isagr ree about  th is  issue,  but  s t rugg le  in terna l ly?  That
is  an honest  quest ion,  and one that  I  w i l l  t ry  to  anst {er  as
c lear ly  as  I  can.  There are  severa l  reasons why the issue
appeared to  me to  be one that  ind icated leav ing the Par ty :

1 .  Thi  s was t .he f  i rst  i  s sue 'cn which I  d i  sagreed with the
Par ty  which f  found imposs ib le  to  defend the Par ty 's
l ine .  I  have Cisagreed befor€r  both  when I  was around

*Both the NSC sta tement  and the var ious responses to
i t  a re  inc luded here as  appendi -x  one.
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the par ty ,  and a f ter  r  jo ined i t .  But  r  a lways found
i t  poss ib le  to  de fend  the  pa r t y rs  l i ne ,  even  when  I
d j -sagreed wi th  i t ,  because r  respected the process and
the ieasons why the Ie ,

as wrong f  rker-Stud.ent
A l l i ance  to  be  the  ma in  th rus t  o f  sDS in  L970 .  Bu t  r
respected the argument that we had to make a real ,  rather
than a symbol ic,  aI l  j -ance, anC that campus workers were
the best  p lace to  s tar t .  ( I  thought  then,  and s t i l1
think,  that CWSA was a good program as part  of  an SDS
chapters work,  but that i t  was far too narrow as a main
th rus t . )  Neve r the less r  I  cou ld  de fend  i t ,  because  f
understood and respected the reasoning and the concerns
which led to the prograrn.

s imi lar ly ,  T  cou ld  (and d id)  defend both  the suppor t
fo r  and ,  La te r ,  t he  oppos i t i on  to ,  and ,  s t i l 1  l a te r ,
the suppor t  fo r ,  b lack  s tud ies  and open admiss ions,
because I  understood and respected the mot ivat j -on and
the arguments  beh ind those pos i t i -ons .  And,  o f  course,
I  bel leved that i t  was important to have an organJ-zat j -on
which spoke wi th  one vo ice on these quest ions.

But there is nothing in the NSC statement which I
can defend since the NSC att i tude toward homosexuals' is  

not  based on sc  j .ence or  anyth ing but  b igot ry .  And
in discussions with people who support  the NSC statement,
the bigotry which is impl ic i t  in the NSC statement comes
roar ing out  exp l ic i t l y .

Hence,  the s ta tement  is  indefens ib le ,  d t  least  by  me.
I  can not use any arguments,  because there are no
arguments .  I t  i s  l i ke  t ry ing to  defend Chinese fore ign
pol  icy  .

Probably the logical  weakness of the NSC statement would
not bother m€ r except that I  know, admir€,  and respect
a number of  homosexual women in my neighborhood. The
not ion that  the i r  homosexual i ty  p .er  se d isqua l i f ies
them frorn membership in PLP is ludj-crous to me and would
be to anyone who knew them. This is not to say that i f
PLP admi t ted hornosexuals ,  they would  rush to  jo in ;  i t
is  to say that their  being women who love women has
nothing to do with whether they could be won to Communism.

The dec is ion to  leave over  the issue has to  do wi th
how i t  i s  hand led .  Le t te rs  c r i t i ca l  o f  t he  po l i cy
barr ing homosexuals as members are wri t ten to Chal lenge
and to  the bu l le t in .  Some are pr in ted,  some are not .
Then the NSC issues a  s ta tement .  f t  i s  hard ly  a  def in i t i ve
statement.  Those who agree with i t .  say that i t  could
be better;  t .hose who disagrree of f  er cogent arguments .
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Three le t ters  are  pr in ted cr i t i c lz lng the s ta tement ;
one le t ter  is  pr in ted cr i t i c iz ing those who cr i t i c  Lze
the s ta tement .  Noth ing more is  sa id . ,  e i ther  in  In terna l
Bu l le t ins  or  a t  the nat iona l  convent ion.  There is
this enormous di f ference over one of the most fun,C,amental
issues facing a communist  party--requirements of
membersh ip- -and there is  no fur ther  d iscuss ion o f  i t .
(Those who do not th ink that membership requirements

are important issues for a communist  party mj-ght recal l
that th is was the issue that div ided the Bolsheviks
and Mensheviks or iginal ly.  )  The NSC statement is al lowed
to s tand,  and no prov is ion is  made for  reso lv ing the
i ssue .

Gi-ven this procedure, there would be l i t t le point  to
remain in the party and struggle over the quest ion.
( rnc ident ia l ly ,  when r  jo ined the Par ty  I  r  ind icated

my d isagreement  on th is  quest ion.  f  was to ld  that
there was disagrreement within the Party,  that there
might  be a  re-eva luat ion,  and,  in  any case ,  T  shou ld
jo in  and s t rugg le  for  my po in t  o f  v iew ins ide.  But
how to  s t rugg le? By wr l t ing  unpr in ted In terna l  Bu l le t in
a r t i c l es?J

I I .  THE ISSUE OF COALIT IONS,  OR PLP 'S  ATTITUDE TOWARD THE
MASS, GENERALLY REVISIONTST-LED, MOVEME}']T

I can remember the precise moment that I decj-ded to
leave the par ty .

I  was a t  a  demonst ra t ion ca l led by  a  coa l i t ion  which
was  f i gh t i ng  aga ins t  cu tbacks  i n  soc ia l  se rv i ces .  I  sa id
to  be par ty  reader ,  "we should  d iscuss how to  work  in
coa l i t i ons  l i ke  t h i s . " .  she  rep l i ed ,  "No  we  shou ldn ' t . "  AL
that  po io t ,  I  rea l ized that  there  were fundamenta l  d i f fe rences
bettveen my out look and that of  the party leadership.  $Ihat
I  had  though t  were  tac t i ca l  d i f f e renc€s  r  o r  t ac t l essness ,
was  i ns tead  the  resu l t  o f  a  po l i t i ca l  ou t l ook  wh ich  I  d id
not share. Unt i l  that rnoment ,  I  thought that I  was in basic
agreement  w i th  the par ty ,  wh i le  d i -sagree ing wi th  th is  or
that  tac t ic  or  s t ra tegy,  or  be ing too uncommit ted to  do
th i s  o r  t ha t  t ask .

i {hat  f  want  to  do is  d iscuss the d i f fe rences between
my out, Iook and that of  the dominant t rend in PLP now in a
way that  w i l l  be  unders tandable  to  the par ty  as  a  whole ,  to
peop le  i n  Kansas  C i t y ,  Nev r  Yo rk ,  Ch icago ,  San  F ranc i sco  ,  and
so  oo r  and  no t  j us t  i n  L .A .  So  the  examp le  shou ld  no t  be
the  coa l i t i on  r  have  j us t  desc r ibed ,  s ince  tha t  ( r )  i s  a
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loca l  mat ter  and (2)  much o f  i t  would  invo lve me te l l ing
o the r  peop le '  s  pos i t i ons .

The best  way andr in : - fac t ,  the on ly  way which would
be usefu l ,  would  be to  d iscuss th is  t rend in  the par ty  us ing
party documents and quot ing from wri t ten stat .ements by
peop tewhoexe rnp1 i f yandag i reew i f f iE t r end .Tha tway
i t  w i l l  be  poss ib le  for  people  to  read the whole  s ta tement
f rom which my quota t ions are  taken,  dec ide for  themselves
whether I  am summing up the posi t ion fair ly,  and they can
eva luate  my cr i t i c isms f  a i - r ly ,  w i thout  get t ing in to  the
spec i f i cs  o f  a  s ing le  even t  (wh ich ,  as  I  know f rom d i scuss ions
ove r  the  yea rs ,  can  ge t  f a i r l y  goss ipy )  .  Th i s  way  o f
d iscuss ing the d i f fe rences was suggested by m)r  c lub
Ieader .  Her argument,  which I  agrree with now, was that
wha t  i s  a t  s take  i s  a  bas i c  po l i t , i ca l  d i f  f e rence ,  and
tha t  d i scuss ion  o f  bas i c  po l i t i ca l  d i f f e rences  s t reng thens
the par ty  whi le  personal  d isagreements  weaken i t .

One o f  the best  ind icators  o f  what  I  oppose in  PL I  s
pract ice  appeared in  an in terna l  bu l le t in :  "  'N i -ce InTays o f
Doing Th ings '  Vs.  t rVash ing Down Rac is t  F i l th .  " *  (Pre-Convent ion
Bu l l e t i n  #1 ,  Ma rch  20 ,  L978 ,  pages  92 -95 .  Th i s  a r t i c l e  was
not  an o f f ic ia l  document ,  but  i t  \ ^ /as  wr i t ten by  a  leader  in
the  Par t y  (a t  l eas t ,  i t ,  seemed  tha t  way  f rom read ing  i t ) .
I t  was  c r i t i c i zed  i n  a  subsequen t  bu l l e t i n ,  bu t  t he  c r i t i c i sm
drew no connect ions between the er rors  o f  the ar t ic le  and
the cur rent  l ine  o f  the par ty .

f t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  know where  to  beg in  i n  my  c r i t i c i sm,
but the f i rst  th ing I  want to do is indicate how the approach
in  th i s  a r t i c l e  i s  d i f f e ren t  f ronn  the  pa r t y f  s  ea r l i e r  app roach
( the approach which won me c lose to  PL)  .

The  assessmen t  o f  Sc ience  fo r  t he  Peop le  (S f tP )  has
a l ready  been  c r i t i c i zed  as '  one -s : -ded .  Bu t  l e t '  s  l ook
a t  i t  c l ose l y .  The re  a re  on l y  two  spec i f i c  c r i t i c i sms
made  o f  S f tP :  f i r s t ,  t ha t  S f tP  has  "deba teC the  rac i s t s ,
and second,  that  they t r ied " to  keep us f rom be ing
too rn i l i tan t .  "  In  o ther  words ,  they d i -sagreed wi th  our
tac t ics  a t  the convent ion.

Anyone who has been involved with PLP knows that a
lo t  o f  good people  d isagree v . r i th  our  tac t ics  and that
we ourse lves d .ebate  them.  There was ,  the ar t ic le
ind icates ,  d isagreernents  over  those tac t ics  wi th in  CAR
and  PLP.  I t  i s  Lhe  he igh t  o f  sec ta r i an j - sm to  de f  i ne
those who d isagree wi th  us  tac t j -ca l ly  as  the enemy.

*The complete  tex t  o f  the ar t ic le  appears  here as
Append ix  I I .

1 .
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But  what  about  the i r  "c r ime" .  o f  debat ing the fasc is ts?
( I t  i s  no t  c led r r  by  the  way ,  j us t  who  S f tP  deba ted  o r
cha l lenged.  to  a  deb l te .  )  I ;  that  a  ru l ing c lass s t ra te  gy7
Perhaps '  but  when I  look on my bookshel f  a t  Progress ive
Labo r  Magaz ine ,  Vo I .  9 ,  r 1o .  1 ,  Ap r i l ,  L973 ,  pages  56 -66 ,
I  f ind  an ar t ic le  ent i t led  "Communis t  Doctor  Debates Rac is t
Beast of  l^ i i l lowbrook. "  We were not asharneci .  of  havi-ng that
debate ;  th is  ar t ic le  was featured on the cover  o f  the magaz ine.
Under  our  leadersh ip ,  SDS cha l lenged Herrnste in  to  a  debate .
Throughout the ant i -war movement,  we always tr ied to force
the ru l ing c lass spokespeople  to  debate ;  usua l ly ,  they s tayed
away f rom debates.  Th is  was a  sens ib le  move on the i r  par t ,
s i nce  they  con t ro l l ed  the  newspapers ,  t e lev i s ion ,  and  so
for th ,  and cou ld  get  the i r  message conveyed in  o ther  ways .

I  am not  argu ing in  favor  o f  debates as  a  tac t ic .
I  am argu ing aga ins t  e levat ing the tac t ica l  debate  over
debat j -ng to  a  pr inc ip led quest ion.  when you do that r  lou
are led in to  absurd pos i t j -ons l i ke  a t tack ing Sf tP for  do incr
what  PLP has done.

2 .  The dowsing Wi lson wi th  water  inc ident  is  another
examp le  o f  e leva t i ng  tac t i cs  to  p r i nc ip les  .  F i r s t ,
under the headinq of weaknesses is that a CAR rnember
sa id  that  "he d idn ' t  th ink  that  we should  have poured
water  on Wi lson because th is  made i t  a  personal  a t tack
on h im.  Of  course i t  was a  personal  a t tack  on th is
rac i s t  sex i s t  p ig .  Tha t  was  the  po in t .  "

In  o ther  words,  the express j -ng o f  an op in ion by a
CAR leader  in  oppos i t , ion  to  a  tac t i -c  is  descr ibed as a
weakness o f  the convent ion l  How is  th is  a  weakness?
Moreov€r r  how does the dowsing compare to our ideas in the
pas t  abou t  po l i t , i ca l  ac t i v i t i es?  Th is  so r t  o f  t ac t i c  was
popular  in  the ear ly  " res is tance "  days o f  SDS r  ES when
dernons trator s threw steer I  s blood over peop Ie at tendincf a
d inner  for  Dean Rusk:

The  " res i s tance"  s t ra tegy  i s  no t  conce rned  w i th
act ion geared to  winn ing over  most  s tudents .  .  .  I f
a  person does not  a l ready oppose someth ing,  ur inat ing
on i t  w i l l  no t  produce oppos i t ion .  I f  I  suppor t  an
ins t i t u t i on  and  you  th row a  s t i nk  bomb a t  i t ,  I ' 11  be
mad  a t  you ,  no t  i t .  .  .  .

The s t ra tegy o f  res is tance subst i tu tes  a  smal l
g roup  o f  rad i ca l s  f o r  t he  masses  o f  peop le .  "

"B rave ry  I s  No t  Enough ,  "  Bos ton  PL  News .  ( 1967 )
I s  t he re  any th ing  wronq  w  i sm o f  res i s tance?
Doesn ' t  i t  app l y  t o  a  l o t  o f  ou r  wo rk  l a t e l y?

3 .  Me thod  o f  reso l v ing  d i f f e rences :  t he re  was  a  d i spu te
over  the heading for  the s ta tement .  One person
wan ted  "S ta tenen t  on  Soc iob io logy " ;  ano the r  wan ted
"CAR Says  Smash  Rac is t  w i l son " .  How was  i t  r eso l ved :
"we  changed  th i s  Tues .  n i t e  a f te r  he  l e f t .  "
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But rather than go into detai l  about specif ics in
the art icle, I  would l j .ke to contrast. the att i tude toward
SftP with the att i tude PLP took toward SDS in the 1960s.
In SDS, PLP joined the organization and put forward'a vision
of what SDS should be: a mass, anti-racist,  anti- imperial ist,
pro-working class, mult i-racial organization. And the work
within SDS r'ras not only buiLdinq and recruiting for PLP,
but also bui lding SDS into that kind of organization and
putting forward programs and policies which would create
that kind of organizat. ion. In fact, i t  was PLP which
created the strategic mix which dorninated the student
movement. Before PLP|s inf luence, there were two trends
in the student movement: (1) a student power, organize
around d.orm rules, wing. and a (2) reformist, anti-war
anti-racist wi.ng. The weakness of the student power wing
was that i t  was concerned with tr ivial issues; i ts strength
was that it involved students in struggle agaj-nst the
administration to some extent. The weakness of the anti-
war wing, $za s that it advocated peaceful parades with
l iberal senators, and al l ied i tself  with the l iberal- wing
of the denocratic party and with university adrninistrators.
PLP brought a whol-e new perspective to the student
movement which made a breakthrough possible:

f ighting against the manifestat ions and support
given to the war and racism on the campus. This
involved stuCents in sharp struggles against
administratJ-ons, gave us the opportunity to educate
hundreds of thousands of students about the vJar
and racism, and to concreteLy hurt the rul ingf cl .ass.

What PLP did in the student navernent was to organize
around a progr€un which it created for the movement as a
whole. To relate this to SftP: PLP members should join
it and work out a program for scientific workers and
students with a perspective toward winning the whole
organization to that program and winning some of the members
to the party i tself ,

hlhether or not that is feasibi-e or not, the idelogical
posit ion hrhich stops us from either doing that, or bui lding
CAR as a mass organization, was advanced by the NC in
the course of the struggle against the San Francisco group:
"the left  i tself  is broad. " This slogan, which I thought
sounded pretty good, actual ly means that the party no longer
seeks to bui ld a left-center coal i t ion. This is an enormous
strategic change, one which I never urrderstand before. Once
I understood that, I understood why CAR ignored the demonstration
of 400 people against the Davis cup on Saturday to hold i ts
own demonstrat ion of 35 people Sunday. The party no longer
is trying to led the movement through a left-center coal i t ion.
Instead, the left  is to stand alone.
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To sum up:  what  is  i t  about  the ar t ic le  that  I  d is -
agree wi th? And why do I  th ink  i t  re f lec ts  the l ine  o f
the par ty? (  1)  The way Sf  t ,P  is  d imissed as to ta l ly
rev i s ion i s t  so le l y  because  o f  t ac t i ca l  gues t i ons ,  t ha t  i s ,
so1e1y because they used tac t ics  which PLP used.  to  use.
(2)  The d , ramat ic ,  go- i t -a lone tac t j -cs  which do not  ed.ucate
or bui ld support  except among those who already agree total ly
wi th  l rs .  (  3  )  The idea beh ind a l l  o f  th is :  that  the le f  t
i tse l f  i s  bro&d,  and that  there  is  no need for  a  le f t -center
coa l i t ion .  (The s ta tement  " the le f t  i s  broad"  appeared
f i r s t '  I  t h ink ,  i n  t he  "Repor t  f r om January  N .C .  on  Un i ted
Fron t  work . "  To  be  fa i r ,  a t  no  p lace  i n  t ha t  repo r t  i s
i t ,  sa id  that  the le f t -center  coa l i t ion  is  be ing abandoned,
but that is the only impl icat ion which r  th ink can be drawn
f rom the phrase i tse l f  and the po l i t , i ca l  prac t ice  which i t
has engendered.  )

I I I .  HOIV INTER AND INTRAPARTY STRUGGLE IS CONDUCTED.

In  a  recent  in terna l  bu l le t in  not ing Enver  Hoxha 's
cr i t i c i -s rns  o f  the Chinese CP,  i t ,  i s  asked:  what  ev idence
is there that rank and f i le party members in Albania are
c r i t i c i z i ng  the i r  pa r t y ' s  p rac t i ce  i n  oppos i t i on  to  the
l ine o f  the leadersh ip? Is  that  sor t  o f  c r i - t i -c ism encouraged.?
wel l ,  what  ev idence is  there  that  th is  process is  go ing
on in  Progress ive Labor  Par ty?

A.  The Polemics  wi th  the Canadian Par tv  o f  Labor

As i t  became c lear  that  there  were s t rong d i f fe rences
between the CPL and PLP,  i t  was a lso c lear  that  there  would
be no ser ious d iscuss ion o f  those d i f fe rences wi th in  PLP.
At no time were members of PL given a chance to read a
statement f rorn the CPL; we were instead given exerpts or
s ta tements  se lec ted by PLP leaders  in  order  to  d iscred i t
the CPL.  Ar t ic les  were not  pr in ted under  the i r  or ig ina l
t i t les  '  but  under  headings l ike  "Herer  s  Hovr  the CPL Changed

r lr ts  L l_ne .  "

What  shou ld  have been done ins tead? A rea l  po l i t i ca l
struggle between fraternal  part ies would have been handled
someth ing l ike  th is :  leaders  o f  the CPL and PLP would  have
agreed jo in t . ly  on what  ar t j -c les  represented the i r  pos i t ions,
and those ar t ic les  would  be pub l ished in  Engl ish ,  French,
and Spanish in  a  spec ia l  bu l le t in  to  be d is t r ibuted to  the
rank and f i le  o f  both  par t ies .  The membersh ip  o f  PLP would
take the CPL ideas ser ious ly  and re-examine our  pract ice
and theory  in  l ine  wi th  the i r  c r i t i c isms,  jus t  as  we would
expec t  CPL  to  take  PLP 's  c r i t i c i sms  and  i deas  se r ious l y  and
to  re-examine CPL pract ice  in  l ine  wi th  our  c r i t i c isms.
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B . The Struggle Agai-nst the San Francisco Group

Throughout this struggle,  at  no t ime did anyone who
supported the leadership admit  that there was anything true
in  the cr i t i c isms made by the San Franc isco group.  Ins tead,
the l ine was that we al l  had Lo purge ourselves of  any
s imi1ar  ideas.  I t  was sa id  that  the emergrence o f  th is
ideo log ica l  s t rugg le  was a  pos i t ive  th ing,  but  why was i t
posi t ive.  l r las i t ,  posi t ive because the comrades in San
Franc isco,  par ty  members  and leaders  o f  long s tand ing,  had
raised important points which, whi le drawing wrong
conc lus ions,  s t i l l  had some va l id i t ,y  f rom which we cou ld
learn? No.  Here is  why iL  is  good:

Tttis internal stnrggle of fiiD lines is good, and j:revitable.
. . . The ideas of these forces represented id.eas held by nrarry
good csnrades in thre Pa::ty, and tlrerefore thre ensulrg slrarp
internal strtrggle senred. to cleanse thre Pa:ty of tlrese ideas
and enable it, to make leaps foniard. (Thris is from an r:ndated,
orange leaflet issued by an e><panded NSC and entitleC
"Snash the right-wing trend! Build thre ParLlz!")

In other words, the emergence of the debate is grood
not because the comrades have anything posj- t ive to of fer,
but because they can be used as a horr ib le example to
int imidate others who hold somewhat s irni lar  v iews. From
the outset ,  the po in t  is  not  to  l i s ten and to  learn ,  but
to  c leanse the par ty  f rom these ideas.  fns tead o f
Thes i  s
Ant i the s i  s
Slznthe s i s
we have thes i -s ,  ant i thes is ,  and the same thes is  sa id  louder
and s t ronger .

T  have jus t  looked over  the San Franc isco s ta tements .
Much o f  what  they sa id  is  ,  in  my op in ion,  wrong.  The charge
of  rac j -sm was to ta l ly  unfounded;  the pos i t ion  on the US/USSR
seems to me to iEnore the dramatic shi f t  in world power in
the past  decade;  and so on .  But  the San Franc iscans po in t
to  ser ious weaknesses in  our  work .  Around CAR,  for  example,
they have noted that CAR has not been bui l t  as a mass
organ izat ion.  The i r  so lu t ion (abandon CAR for  a  defense
commit tee)  was not  par t icu lar ly  good,  but  a  rea l  d iscuss ion
would  beg in  by  admi t t ing  the par ty 's  weakness in  bu i ld ing
le f t -center  organ izat ions,  and then bra ins torm about  the
ways to overcome this weakness. What emerged from the
st rugg le ,  however ,  was the oppos i te :  the not ion that  the
le f t  i s  b road  i t se l f ,  and  tha t  t he re  was  rea I l y  no  need  fo r
a  l e f t - cen te r  coa l i t i on .
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I{hat these two struggles nneant for me was the
real izat j -on that the party v/as not goinE to learn through
st rugrg le ,  that  ins tead pos i t ions would  s imply  harden.

IV. MY CURRENT ATTITUDE TOI{ARD THE PARTY

At th j -s point ,  i lY at t i tude toward. the party is some-
what ambivalent .  f  th ink that the di-rect ion is wrof l9,  and
I  th ink  that  the l i ke l ihood o f  an in terna l  s t rugg le  aga ins t
that  d i rec t i -on is  not  very  great .  At  the same l ine ,  i  s t i l l
have a  1oL o f  respect  for  the Par ty ,  both  for  i ts  ro le  in
the past '  which has taught me so much, and for i ts current
act iv i t ies .  When the Ku K lux  K lan he ld  a  ra l ly  in  Oxnard,
some 6 0 mi les north of  Los Angeles, none of tha numerous
Los Angeles groups and grouplets came to Oxnard except for
PLP and CAR. r  plan to keep working with the party in those
act iv i t ies  wi th  which f  agree.  I  am g lad that  f r iends o f
mine in the party have remained fr iends, and that people
are s t i l1  accept ing the cont r ibut ions which I  fee l -  re ldy  to
make.  rn  f  ac t ,  even a f  te r  leav ing the par ty ,  peop le  ha ize
st rugg led wi th  me to  wr i te  ar t j -c les  for  the masaz ine on
Communis t  labor  ac t iv i ty .  I  s t i l l  p lan to  do L f ta t ,  and,  to
work  on some f i lms which re f lec t  the par ty  r  s  1 ine.

r €riu not urging people to leave the party. r d.o urge
people  to  cons ider  the Par ty 's  cur rent  d i rec t ion,  to
re-examine the work done under the old theory of  the Left-
Center  coa l i t ion  (which I  th ink  was overwelming ly  pos i t ive)  ,
to repudiate the slogian that the "Lef t  is broad. "  ,  ls wel l
as the statement that "no movement has ever been d.estroyed
by 1ef t is t  er rors" ,  and to  re turn  to  the s ty le  o f  work
that  character ized the par ty  in  ear l ie r  years .  That  k ind
of work needs to be done, and no other group is going to
car ry  i t ,  out .

J im Pr i -cket t
Los  Ange les ,  Ca l i f o rn ia
Apr i l  10 ;  l - 979



Op the lrargy's Line on Homosexuality

The problem witb thls letter on why the hrty should recrult homosexuals ts th"t lt falls to

address ihe centTal question of homosexuality squarely. BasicaUy,lher=e ls onlv.ong.quest

:

The workiDg class is the only class sith a future. Aod this future must be assured DoJ gnl.y tty
.t"innius million! of workers in figbtiag for socialism,but also by gqaranleeing the consolldatlon

oi *orftios-"lass power under goclalim, and eveutr:ally developlng a coamunlst-soclety. As a

;.;;;fir;;.*liry ctoses off rhis type of outlook It alof es off pr,olgqa4i++t9il,lif9 as we cotr-

ceive of U. Nor do we wart a "gest-tube" sobiety. Wefl6ntGntT'Iationships based slmply on

nffilgl 
nd in that sense it leflects the denlse

Capitallsm,a'od ,,,"oy things,breeds individuallsm- 'Po y9* owu thlngttis the cabitallst

cri"l" ilai svuilolizel tndiiiduat'isil- trre Party leadership has long taken the posltiotr that homo-

.li*litv i"'a bad development for the rvorklng-class because lt is the anJlgbe;sig-gfia f 
silveio:E-

look- Anl. unlike other deviatlons of a political character, most homosexuals- cleny thal tl ls a oao'ffi. 
ffitr;;u,irt"v "io"" 

ori struggle against it. But, in the earty,mw, and lo the futwe under
SocLlism, or:r lirti wlll not accept the idea of "do vour own thlag' "

C onsequeDtly, our Palty takes the positton that what ls bad for the v/orldng class rrust be op-

oosed. Unless this positinn lsl 
""o"r""d,.t" 

feel homosexuallty is a ne-gative trend amongst the

irriJfi 
"fi"", 

e;,'.i*" thi" previous ietter implies that honose'xualtty is alright--and thus prl-

irlliri"-iittt" oi i"aioiau"l ;d;; and choic6--there is no possible struggle agzinst it,as wlth

other errors.

We do not feel that a nEgative trend amongst the worklng class should-result tD PErty menther---- ""
ship. ABd for every bigot like Bryant who condemno homosexualiiy from their class porEt oI vlew'

i""-ii-"" a" toany boJses --espetia[y the maln lvlng of the n4ing class--say itrs- O.K. As a matter

oi i"ct. Ca"t"" sitpported various den:a"ds of homose,tuals,This, therefore, doesd't make the rvriter

;i th;-i"tt;" i" leae;ue rvith carter. It jusi means that at thls stage of, history, fc: varlous reasoDs '
;;";i; 

";"fti. 
3iif." 

""rirs 
clais'ara their medical community do not consider homosexuality

APPENDIX ONE: INNER-PARTY DEBATE ON HOMOSEXUALTTY

bad.
s is bad. Homo-ny derogatoryl e or act ion bv ruv memgers r

f'Lon to
e.xuals are not lhe enemy o

-
the workiry class o!_g! the Pa i\{anv ho

-hornosexualitv is not thebe e.ITies of the rvorklng class a

S A m. male chauv rusm or Stler forms of o res sion- We cannot equate bias agarns

hffiosesr:als rvith seriou.s ffiTklrg class.

Unfortunatel in the Party and i se there is much subjectivify on thls sH.on- ?tHomo-

phobiaris-not a probtem ffirtv. The problem in the ParfY is r
ateO. one wav is the proposit ion Lhat '

ng lzLr[Y. lq_e_pll]e]ql+ I_+ Lus rd'ruJ ro ^r5j]lv1'vury

ory as I can freJe the ParlY

JJ irr" *."U-,t 
"6#, 

i 
"." 

tq mimber. rtihis ptaiqtine questlooln a f"toru:.p"u"tg%lr::*":t'
;1fr ff'IHT'T;;::'i#";;i;;ffi;;;i";';; il-#-;;t "t'ooto o..r., jusii.rv or {*ryq:
iro--i"*uatfty. We think it should;tt, 11'e think that anydne rvho will no0 be open to sf,ruggle on any
question beca-use of "mu orm beliefri sbould not be a H,rty member'

-:National SteerlDg Commlttee

Th is  s ta temen t  was  wr l t t en  as  a  rep l y  t o  the  a r t i c l -e  "Homosexua . l s  shou rd
Be  Rec ru i ted  to  the  pa r t y "  wh ich  fo l l ows  i t .  The  nex t  t h ree  a r t i c l es
v ;e re  a l r  w r i t t en  as  a  response  to  th i s  s ta temen t .  r  apo rog ize  fo r  t he
u ; r i e r r i n ing -  r t  was  no t  done  to  unc re rsco re  po in t s  fo r ^ readers  now,  bu t
ra the r  was  done  when  I  f i r s t  read  the  a r t i c l Ls  some t i ne  ago .  I f  I
h : rd  a  copy  w i thou t  unc le r l i n i ng  I  wou lc l  have  used  i t . ,  bu t  I  do  no t .  The
s : l : : e  i s  t rue  o f  under l i n ing  o . ,  t h .  f  o l l ow inq  a r t i c l e .



f{owropeyrqls Slc"lJ t}Q ,(rrrr,teJ b tAe /""*
'  

- ' lhe 
Parlv nors has an nnstated po11'el7 which forbids the. recrrr j t-rnenL of any hoinose:mal. Thls nol icv den.lcc *ho E)ar,.*,r *! .^n e n L o I - a n y h o i c o s e : n t a 1 . W y d e n 1 e s t h e t e r t y t h e o o p o r -

t r rn i tv  to  '  
h

;11ka anE's t 'a .sc ls t  grouplet .  x-u . a l s r e p I e s e l l " . @ ' s ! o n t o t h e J e x i s t p ! o p a g a n d a o f t h e n l 1 -
: {q gj.ass, .  wirLah saf
off than the faggots ( encouraglng roJrkars to put thelr eirerglei1"!9 keeplng hornosexual s down, rittt"" than ,nit ir,g to f i ght therul lng elass).

;
The bosses 

!"e-.Tany weapons ln thelr batt lJ to. malntajn theirrLIe over the 'iorfhg'cla.ss, As our parby rras eonsistently poin_
,t:d gltt', one of the bosses' nnst inportant tool.s has been to rilvr:;lde the 

'rsorkerSi 
to Bersuaris'rnir.ur" i ; ; ;- t ; ;-p"ohlen l ies withan-other 4ouP of uorkers' -not r^rlth tbe capltallst .systeni The, 

'
n':1ing class pronotas ever.y sort of lnaglnabi; aivision"anong theprolgtallit I cltlzen vs. lrnnigrant, Clrristian vs. Jew, kotestantvs' Cathol ler blaek v! '  whlte -- €vld heteiose:n:al vs, to*o""oral, ' , .

Th" canpalgn agalnst "hoy-ophobta" (fear or f,atred of homosexrrals)1s 1n the lntecests of all workers,. tlh.never tha bosses 
""" 

-Ji#...

ids the workers tnd get th-en to $ighting each other, thev have
lon a big victory; The only wayt'tfr'at 

"iy 
ro"kers can ,.rin in the. i

long rrrn ls -through workers; unit7; whilwe a1lor racism or s€X-lsm to divide workersr w€ ars betraying the,,rorkers, inter ests.i'Ie r'r111 win advanced workers to iomrrunlst lceas on1.y if we are i 
-

in the_vanguard of stn:ggles against al l  f ; ; ; ;-" i ' ; ;" i l*-Jra.sex-
lsrn' ff we eav€ into th; pre;rlaices of-irre-bourgrrrisie, then wecan't expeet to 'rin respeci fion nany acvaneed woriiers,

\ 
cur abilltv to lan workers to eommunist l,:Jeas is seriou.slv weak-

i:E{13,' 
*o*-

a 1 s e . f a g g o t 1 j F e i a 1 s e ' 1 e s s o i t ! : e v , ^ r o n , t f o r g e t , , ,
a8 h'as sald 

'at 
a llY Party forrrm -- we went to attaek all 1lbera1s,no matter what theirse:mal orlentatlon . , Lt a Boston 

-;;r;;"tra- 
; ,

tion, a Party leader satd, "ROAR ts ,corpo"rJ Je pot1ee agents anrJhonose:n:a1s. " Besides belng lnaccrrrata f nean ias l."ten r:p ptiorr., 
,

at severel gay bars and .ls, vgrr ' pro-f"ri1y' in il:e sexl.si sense ), ,this sfatenent lurplies thai nomose:o:"1s ir" ."n"=t""-;i-;;" eror-king class -- uhich is serlst nonsense. i-;."i; gire menv noxeexamples of 'hbrnoph?b1?' 
in il ie party, l^itrat they refleetr is a 

;
reaetlonnarTr attltude ("we are better than those"f;;;i-r}riJir* _, . :s a y s t h a t , t h . " 1 ? ' y i s h o m o s e : n r a 1 1 t y n o t t h e r r r 1 1 n g c 1 a s s , - .

n",,31
as probably sexist-r- a secu:r

erentlyEtffile aGtt_
s \ 'u r ,  I r , y  r l i tK ,  €LnO Ut t t " " * ,:1 

"=r 
lead a sTEFf

Ftt yl::lll;' -, r revoFii4Ji| conn,rnrst pa:rty can nor-bebased on lunpens who can't hold 
" "t."ly i*-#;;"0;;pfll,hl"

:pend the{ 1lves cba!1ng after sexral e*Ii{"*.r,t, we need to.folt ffeanl_1 tles rrifh our fe11ow workers, lncludlng 
"o"f.i 

fr1_
:i9"111"'.. i'"".ir.n*r .
us and to
on T-IIf e-long stn: gg1e.

l#

:

th toJar#
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'" anv uoten-.,. '  fhese *"" 

"11 
o"lt"i l .  th"t " ' ' tr.t b. u"",1 to- 

"tt*lu"t -. .
ttt i  n:al oT honosermal.,
' i l  t ir- ie reasons T,o

;;;;"Itirt-"iii.a"i";;;-;."1-tt'" Partv' s stan'rards' So:ne people

;i;ii-oil" that few horqosenrals would be e1lg1ir1e for Parfv nen-

bershlp [i""", r" the pressure soci etv pui-s on hornose:n:als rnakes
';;;;t';ilsi"ur"). 

r stionglv <rorrbt thlsl there are after all ni1:

i i l ; t"; i-;;;t"*"i" ln t ie IJ.s., -nost of thern workers who coulrl
' 

be uon ?o cOrrrrnrrnlst lcleas' Tf there are anv honose:anals who would

;;';;talset to the pa-r-ty, theh they shoulffie rec:r:lted. ?here

le no soi:nd reason for a ban on honosemals lnthe FarLy; lhe ban

i; ; iccoaodatlon to tbe sexlst stereotypes ,of bour6oei s society' e
, i , '

. . l i I

I  r .  
f ,  

' ! " ' r -  '',1 
,tr!.,nrn sgem that the questlon of allo'rlng homose:mals into the

'Perlf ls :5rch e mlnor questlon and is so controverslal that lt would
- 

be batter. to sldestep it,. wlole lssue. Thls would be a berlous
';,.'alstakd. ,'Our Party i" 

" 
venguard Party -- lt nust polnt the wa.y

' 
i to thc worklirg q1ass, even when that wav ls controversial 'and tlr-

popularr. to citve lnto th-e pre.judices shlch the bourgeolsle has'., ' ;;i;;ia' i"io the proletarl"i 1" 
" 

rclstkae; lt ls opportunism. -

- GX;t il-;"p"irl-ir dlscuss$s questlons sctentliLcal1v. ra
p-4lgu}i6, our sclencer '.rar:Ls"-n-Lenlnl.srn, teaches lls to rnralu-

_ , 
"te 

our theorlas based on our exper{.anees. Party nernbers shoul'l

ask then.:elves l' do f krorr of anv honuose:meLs who are potential

recrrrtts to the FerLv? Cbvtously we naF lerotr homosemals who would

bc'varv lnapproprlate for the Partvr but'that ls aLso tn:e ftr
neny heteroiln'ils tr" mqy }.ttow. Tf the ans-Ltetr ls ves' then this

.brl,ngs 
lnto clrestlon thd accuracv of the 'Part'/' s euEent poslt.ion'

Ttrere 1s anothar !6eson wl'ry our Parbv rrust acldre.ss the questi-on

of hoiuosenraLlty. iflth the move tor*anls fasclsrr:, there are increas-
1ng -sexlst attacks on the working clasg.__l"ost of these are alrned

at-wonen. but some et homose:nra1i. T" t9?6, tle Srrpreme Court
uphCld lras na,kln6 honosenraL. acts idto crlrneql ..?hen ln t977 along

o**r inlta ?ryant-wlth e fu1l-b1orq fasclst aovqment. in-Florlda.
Ihe I'Save pur- Ctrlldrea""canpalgyt ral,1led bigots and- reactlonnaries
of e11 sortsi it was weJ-l deslgne{ to terorlze homosexral workers'

whO. cgn..aow be legally flred for the mera fact of-belng honosg*3"1.
' Bryrrrt t,ook,'e1n a{ i't"r1 teabher.g.i ber talk about a 'plague of ho-
' 

noiexrrelltyi .enong teachgrs is a 'good ray to. polsolr any teacher- '

" parent, elllano€r '-t?re bouigeoise gave Brylnt ll"I:l1blp 
publicitv;

rlo, ghc' fs apcaklng aI1 ooer the -ountry (at 95r.ooo ,1 lectr.rre).p1us
' 

rhe hsr a natlonw'lcle TY talk shcnr.:
. f -

! trho 8c€ o overeorne
'ebout horab a

r .
t -

S Jhal1 be recr,:lted to the Psrt'r on the sa:Yte
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gradua l  sh i f t ings ,  somet ines  in  enornous  quanturn  leaps ;  the  changes
bu i ld  on  one another  and.  acce le ra te  the  ra te  o f  change un t i l  the
o ld  scc ie ty  has  reached the  u t te r  peak  o f  i t s  deve lopner . t ,  un t i l
i t  can  deve lop  no  fu r ther .

A t  c r i t i ca l  po in ts  such as  th is ,  the  on ly  wa] '  fo r  h is to r5r  to
move fc rward  is  fo r  the  new deve) .op ing  po l - i t i ca l  fo rn  to  v io len t - .
I y  s rnash the  .o ld  dy ing  one,  to  cas t  i t  o f f  as  sc  nuch dus t .

Hhat  i s  "p ro le ta r ian  fami ly  l i fe "?  Obv ious ly ,  i t ' i s  d i f fe ren t
ur rder  d i f fe ren t  econon ic  sys tems.  the  cap i ta l i s t  "  idea l "  o f  p ro-
Ietarian fani ly l i fe is to have a rnbn and a woman married, the nian
wofk ing ,  the  wonan somet imes work ing  ( fo r  sex is t ,  lov r  v rages)  3nd
sometimes staying hone and. taking eare of the house and chi ldren
(wh ich  i s .a lso  work ,  pa id  inC i rec t l y  th rough  the  man 's  wages) .  A .
primary function of this fani ly forn under capital isn is to iso-
late .women, to isblate chi. ldren in their early years, ** to create
in te rna l .  con t rad ic t ions  in  men between isc la t ion  w i th  the i r  famiL ies
and detachmer:,t  frcrn thej.r fani l ies to achieve social izing. i ' !V'
analysis of fani ly l i fe ur.der capitai. ism leaves much to be Cesired,
bu t  I  th ink  the  p ic tu re  I ' ve  g iven here  is  accura te  as  a  genera l - j -
za t ion ..-_-'  Under sociai isn or communism, bcth nen and v. 'onen woulC be paid
d i rec t l y  fo r  work ,  w i th  no  sex i .s i  wage d i f fe ren t ia l  .  Ch i l c - ra is ing
wou ld  be  a  cc l - lec t i ve  func t ion ,  the  respcns ib i l i t y  wou ld  be long to
the  who le  scc j .e ty .  Fan i l y  l i fe  wou ld  be  s t r ipped o f  the  iso la t ion
necessary  uncer  cap i ta l i sn .

.  "Pro le ta r ian  fami ly  l i fe "  as  we now know i t  does  have pos i t i ve
aspec ts .  I t  i s  (o r  can  be)  a  source  c f  s tab le  re la t lonsh ips .  I t
can be a sourbe of calm and stabi l i ty in our l ives general ly. Un-
der social ism anC comnunisn we would $uarantee the oreservation of
the  pos i t i ve  qua l i t ies .  But  under  cap i ta l i sm these-  qua l i t ies  a re
not  the  pr inary  aspec t  o f  "p ro le ta r ian  fan i l y  l i fe , "  they  are
secondary .  The negat ive  qua l i t ies ,  the  o-ua l i t ies  tha t  he lp  upho ld
bourgeois capital. ist culture, are eurreAtly pri .nary;

'  I f  industr la1 proCuction i .s to ohange under social ism, we nust
f irst sn:ash al l  the'o1d capital ist fornts of production and pro-
duc t ion  re la t ions- -we rnus t  ge t  r id  o f  bosses ,  cen t ra l i zed  separa te
pro f i t  con t ro l ,  e tc .  I f  we are  to  have an  e f fec t i ve-  pecp le 's  a rmy '
we must f i rst srnash the structur:e of the o1C professional ar;arny'.
vre nust thoroughly dissolve the o1d arrny and assimilate i t  back
in to  soc ie ty .  

-The 
sane fo r  educat ion ,  spor ts '  sc ience,  -a r t '  a l l  the

inst i tut ionl of our worLd--1f we ai.e to instal l  nevr social ist forms,
we must f l rst ruthlessly snash the oLd capital ist forhs, wipe them
from the  ear th .

L ikewise ,  i f  we are  to  deve lcp  new fo rns-  o f  i ro le ta r ian  fami ly
1ife, we must f i rst abandon ani l  sweep avray al l  ol-d-concepts of whai

l i c t i ta r ian  fan i l y  l i fe  i s  and shou la  be-  ?h is  w i l l '  o f .ccurse ,
f,""" r""V implicai ions for c hi 1d -rai sing, - chi ld -producj 'ng, rela-
t ionshini beiween men and woneni hunan relat ionships in general.

However, so far as I can discern. the forn of "prcletarian
fan i l v  l i fe " - to  wh ich  the  NSC re fers  i s  a  fo : 'n  w i th  i t s  bas is  in
bourgiois capital isn. The NSC seems to havd given -no- ccnsidera-
t icn-at.a11 to the pol i t ical nature of al l  foins of family 1ife.
fhey.seen to regard fani ly l i fe as a poJ-i t ical ly ne.utral form,
and this is not the cage
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Poin t  number  th ree :  -eer ta in ly -  the  ex is tence o f  , .  p ro le ta r ian

fami ly  l i fe "  o f  whatever  fo rm,  anc  inceed the  ; ; i s ; ;ncJ-  i f  
" . , . . i  

o+ . , ,and cuLture  as  a  who1e,  depend on  a t  reas t  gsmg pecpI "  r . r " " i i ! " ' -  " '
chi l ,dren.  tsut  does the existence of  "proleTr i ra i i  i5" i rv-r : . r ""
depend on  evervone hav ing  i i r i lA ren?' rhe  answer  . i s  tha t  i t  dces  under  cap i ta l i sm.  But  in  asoc ia l i s t  o r  commun is t  soc ie ty , 'where  tne '  tas i -o i -c r . , l i a - ra i ! i "e - -
a  task .  cen t ra l  to  q  an3 '  fo rm o f  fan i1 l '  l l fe - -wou ld  Ue co f fec t i i -
l zed '  1 r  \ {ou ld  no  l0nger  be  necessary  fo r  everyone to  have ch i l ' d ren ,
a t  Leas t  no t  in  a  pure ly  x r  sc ien t i f i c  sense .

Bu t - -and th is1eads to the 'ke rne ] -o f theques t ion - - i f i t i s
no t  _necessary  fo r  everyone to  have ch i ld ren ,  then on  what .  bas is  dowe decide for whon i t  is necessary to trave ctr i tare", a"a v..ho need.nc t  have, , them? How do we dec ide  th is?

Th is  b r ings  us  to  po in t  numUer- iour .
.  . .T l r "  NSC rE-says , tha t  homosexua ls ,  a t  leas t ,  

. rna te  
the  dec is ion  .

to  be  honosexua l  (and.  there fore .  no t  to  t rave 'cn i ia rJn)  tecaus"  o rbourgeois individual isn:.
TXhXHXE
I  d isagree .

'  The dec is ion  to  have or  no t  have c t r i r .d ren  is  o f ten  based on
.bo-urgeois individual ism. But this is not because of the nature
o f .hav ing  ch i td ren .  I t  j . s  ra iher  because o f  cap i ta l i " r ,  ih . - -  

-

?a tu ig  o f  cap i  ta l i sm-  -cap i ta l i  sn  encourages  bou igeo is  ind i .v idua l i s r i
in  g ! }  aspec ts -o f .our  I i ves ,  inc lud ing  h lv ing  ch l ld ren .

under  soc ia l i sm or  comnun is rn ,  thd  dec is ron  to  hav i  o r  no t  have
ch i ld ren  cou1d,  and- .  perhaps  shou ld ,  be  ar r i ved  a t  sc ien t i f l ca l rv ,  

-

si- co 11ec t ive 1y-, after a period of principled strugg].e ,r i t t t in a- 'col lect ive--nuch the sane way ,,pureiy,,  poi i t ical qiE-i : .o.,s 
"""struggled over within the Party- now. 

-
-L i \ew ise ,  

the  dec is ion  to -become homosexua l  i s  o f ten  based on .  l
bourgeo is  ind iv idua l  j . sm.  But ,  aga in ,  th is  i s  4q t  because o i  i f . ,e  

- - -

na ture  o f  homosexua l i t y .  r t  i s ,  ra ther ,  becauFof  the  na ture  o f  .
c api tal ism--capi tal isrn encourages bourgiois inaiviauarism in at l
aspects of our ,1ives, including declsions on sexuar preferbnci l  

'  
.

under sociarism or communisra, decisions about sixuar 
"r.r . .-ence,  and a l l  sor ts  o f  dec is ions  abcut .hunan re  la t io " " r r ips  I  

-  
J  i i i a  ,  . .

and  perhaps  shou ld ,  be  ar ived  
'a t  

sc ien t i f i ca l l y ,  a f te r  I  ie r ioa  
'  

.  .
o f -p r inc ip led  s t ru6 ;g1e in  a  co l ie t i ve- -nuch the- iame , "v f  i " "e iy "pol i t i ,cal questions. are struggled over withrpthe party n6w.

/  r  w i l l  add  tha t  wh i le - f  have hEre  u t ie r iv  
"e jEc i .a  

o"etheory  pu t  fo ' , vard  by ' the  NSC as  to  why peop le  Eec ide  io : l "eore '
homosexual, I  st i l l  have not put forr,r,aid'  a"y t ir"oiy-of 

-;V 
own on

Jhe ques t icn .  Th is  i s -becaus i  r  dcn ' t  know-why pe6p i "  dEc ide  to  ,
oecome homosexua l - -  .  ?h is  perhaps  deserves  more  d isc i rss ion  in . ,
.deve lop ing  a  l ine  on  honosexua i i t y .
j .  Po in t  nurnber  f i ve :  r  fee l  r -have adequate ly  re fu ted  most  o f' the  

essent ia l  e lenents  c f  th is  po in i  uy  t to r l . :  s , r i  
- - - - - - i " : i - i ; ! '

,aspect I  want to address furthei.. } .  
T l .  

(  f c l low ing  fo r  jus t  a  mornent  the  I , [SC 's -  log ic )  i i x i s  homo_pexua l i t y  l l  P3a because i t  dcesn, t  p roduce ch i ld ien , (add i .ng  to
{3 _futt{e of the.working crass) ,  t tren i t  is. reasonabie t 'o assume.
loa t  anv  re r .a t ionsh ip  !ha !  doesn ' t  p roduce ch i l c l rdn  ib ,  by .  v i i tue  . . -0f thFfact ,  a bad ie lat ionship,  

- t id-uecarse 
i r ,e a" .= i i ioh 

"6 i - io 
'

i

s,
:+
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have  ch i l d ren  i s  based  on
gven  i f  we  assume  th i s  i s
qa  o f  t he  na tu re  o f  hav ing
o f  cap i t a l i sm .

I  cannbt  d" f " "9 , t l :  par ty . l  cgr lgnt  l ine on homosexual i ty ,  ass ta tec  by  the NsC. ' I  cannot  i le fend i t -because i ; i ; ; ; ; - i l "ow how.r  have been unabre to  f ind 
" "v  

i " i " " t i r ic  ua i is - i r - l iJ  i i i c  s ta te_ment  for  defendine i t .
Fur thermore,  

- i f_  
T have.accurate ly  perce ived rvhat  the NSC says"  pro le tar ian fami lv  l i fe"  is ,  t  

" . " " "1  
adeq-uate ly  put  forward { for  defend th is  ccn6ept ion o i ' i i . ' - i ' i " " "o t  becquse r  have foundno sc ient i f ic  bas is  in  the l lsc  s ta iement  for  adrenain! - i i .,  And stit l  further, i f- i t  is indeea ur"-p""i; i ;- i i"; that altccmmunists should have. chirdr"n, t i ,-""-r 
" i"rroi-a6rJ"i-f i : ." l i .nF-eithen. I don't know how; r n"""--iou"o 

"o 

-""i""i i i i .  " i l ." i" 
in theNsc statenent for defending it l- 

- ee:s"r' 'rra., e€
I wiL]' add that-besi.dds not being able to defend, any of thesethree positions, r a-r:9-dis?er""_ 

"ii i i '"rr-ii,"""-"i-ii"fi '. ' ' ri,i" r""ti s  secondaiy  in  the Ciscuss i .6n,  but  I  say l { -  n . re  
-  
to- -c fear ly  s ta te, ry posi t ion.  I t  is . lo!  .Jui t  a ' "" i i " r  or . rv 

"oi-b" i ie- i i i .  todefend the I ine, al thougi t rrai  is-pr ir"" i ; -r  
" i=o-JiB"i iJ".

_-  In  o rder  . ,o  ie . re lop  a  goo!  l ine  on  homosexua l i t y ,  we need tof ind  sc ien t i f i c  answers- to  r t  teas t  two ques t ionJ . -  i i } , i "  aay  no tbe  a l l  there  is  to  i t ,  b .u t  i t , s  a  F*q  
" t j " i l i - - - ' -1 .  What  i s  homosexua l  i t y?

Some.  peop le  be l ieve  tha t  i f -  two peopLe o f  the  same sextouch each other, that i .s hornosExuali ty. 
'ot irer 

; ;";r ;  i rr ieve trratglly- thg- mo st- erpl ici-t homosexual ac ts- 
" 
o""iii"t6-i5iis Jiuari tv.st i l1  o thers  be l ieve i t 's  poss ib le  to  go t t r rougt r - " ;LrasIs ;  or  hav ing.honosexual experiences and- stir l  not be realry honosexuar. There arevet other vi.ewpoints. certainly honosexuaritv ;;;-;;"; l ientir ica).1ydef ined,  but  we have not  sc ient i f ica l ly  def in id- i t . - -  

- - -
(To give this some perspective--i i . te"e- is 

-"r"o - 

" 
good dedl ofdisagreemeni about what 6onsiitutes hererosexuality. sor"*i3o'pi,. sgutylonry  penis-vagina in tercourse is  heterosexual :  som6-p"opi "  r " " ra  rnan and woman hold ing hancs. is ;  o thers  cons ider  o" I i , - i i . i l - i "aother physical acts. beiween a rnan and a woman to be heterosex-ua1;  e tc .  e tc .  e tc .  )

2-  why  do  some peop le  become homosexuaL?'  The Nsc  advaneed e  theory  in  the i r  s ta tement .
reasons \ \ 'hy r  th i  nk-  th i  s  theoiy has no basis .  But
s t i l l  neeCs to  be  answered .

I  w i l l  add one f ina l  note.  In  t ry ing to  Cefend the NSC.sposit ion, some conrade.s may- turn to tn6 nistory or otirer comrnunistnovemenis to see how they 6tsx. dealt with the qi,"i i io"--Ji h;;;:"-- '
sexuaflty. This is certainly valid ahd rnay ir ideed provide the
3l l l l i : .  

( {9"  ins tqnce,  I 've-heard somewheie that  h6mosexual i ty
Il:::"t ly dlsappeared. in China for a pericd of t irne immediateljr
after the revolution. ) tfre NSC gave no specif ic historicalexanples. .  r 'd  be in terested to  iee sornet i r in l -a iong the-e 1 ines.' l lowever' connuniit rnovernents have been i"o"g rn the past about

bCurgeo is  inC iv iCua l i sm.
t rue ,  (and  I  don , t ) ,  i t  i *q

ch i ld ren ,  bu t  because  o f

Once
no t-

t h e

_4

aga in ,
because

na tu re

I  have g iven
the  q .ues t i on
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many oruestions. Communist movenents of- the past, at least up tothe C'u l tura1 Revolut ion in  Chlna,  have Ueen ieaf< 'oar t iJ i i ; " i ;  i ;the area of strueeling over curture and id eology.-iff".tegory
would certalnly i iclude the quesiion-or iromoseii, ir i ivl- 

'

I  am natural ly  in terested
I '  ' r 'e said here . 

- in  any and al l  res ponses t6 vrhat
i

! :
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S o m e  R e a c t  i o n s
P a r  t y r s  L  i  n e  o n

t o  t h e  N : t i c n a l  S t e e r i n g  C o n r r n i t t e e  S t a t e m e n t ,  " 0 n  t h e -
H o m o s e x u a l i t y r , ,  . . r

T h e  N a t i o n a l  S t e e r i n g  C o n n m i t t e e  c o r r e c t l y  s a y s  t h a t  w e  m u s t  j u d g e  t h e
q u e s c  i o n  o f  h o m o s e x u a l  i  t y  f  r o m  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f -  t h J  i o r k i n g
c l a s s  n o t  f r o m  t h e  P e r s p e c t i v e  o f ,  e n y  i n d i v i d u a l  N o R  f r o m  [ h e  p e r s p e c t i v e
o f  b o u r g e o i s  p r e j u d i c e  a b o u t  h o m o s e i u a l i t y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  d o e s
n o  s u c h  t h  i n g  .

*  u e  m u s t  e v a l u a t e  a n y  f o r m  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e r a t i o n s h i p ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e x u a l  r c -
l a t i o n s h i p s ,  b y  t h e  b a s i c  q u c s t i o . r :  " l s  i t  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r  t h c . u r o r k i n a  c i a s ! ? ' , .  i , '  .
I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  d o e s  t h i e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c r e a t e  s t r e n q t h  t o  c a r r y  o n  t h c  s t r u q q l e  

' .

i $  r h c  f a c e  o f  h a r d s h i p ;  d o c s  i r  d e v c l o p  t h e  i n d  l v  i  d u a  l  s  '  
' '  

a b  i  i  i  i t  r o  i i r ; : 5 ; ' i  
' - t * '

o thers.  su€h that  ! ! rey , . i l l  rcact  s t ronger  when th 'c i r  fe l low workers arc at ta lk id ; .  
'

a n d  s o  o n .  S a s i c a l  l y :  d o e s  ! h i s  f o r m  o f  r e l a t l o n s h i p  a d v a n c e  t h c  s t r u g g l q  f o r
s o c i a J  i s m ?  T h a t  l s  t h e  c o r r e d t  c r i t c r i . .  A n  i n c o r r e c t  c r i d e r i a  d o u t d - E e . '  " d o € s
t h i s  r i ' l a t i o n s h i p  p r o d u c e  c h i l d r e n ? "  H a r i n g  c n ] l ? i E G y  b e  p a r t  o f  a  p r o d u c t i v e  I

s e x u a \ l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  b u t  i t  i s  h a r d l y  t h c  a a i n  p u r p o s e  o f  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o h s i r i p i .  '
T h i s  i \ s  a  p o i n t  w c l  I  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  t h e  P a r t y  i n  i t s  r c l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  s i n g l e ' f c o p l c ,  t  '
w i th  s i ter i  le  pcoplc  - -  yct  sonehon th ings becoroe d i f fercnt  when wa are d l icuss inq
honrosexua I  i  ty .  r i -

p o s s i b l , i \ t y  o f  h a v i n g  k i d s ,  m o s t  p c o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s i o r y ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h c  w o ; l d ;
do.  In  f .act ,  a  h igh percentage of  ,homosexualsr  havc k ids - -  which shows hory r i -  :
d i c u l o u s  i l t  i s  t o  P a r t i t i o n  t h e  w o r l d  i n t o  ' h o m o s e x u a l  t  a n d  r h e t e r o s e x u a l . r  S e x u -
a l i t y  i s  a  , c o n t i n u u m ;  m o s t  w o r k e r s  t o  w h o m  t h c  P a r t y  H o u l d  d e n y  c n t r y  o n  t h i  g r o u n d s . . .
o f  homosexu.e I  i ty  have I  ivcd and/or  wi l l  l ive wi th scmcoie of  thc opposi tc .scx. .  . t /hcn
w c  t a l k  a b o u  t  s o - c a l l e d  r h o n o s e x u a l s '  l v h a t  w e  u s u a l l y  m c a n  i s  p e o p l e  w h o  m a y  h a v c  ;
s e x u a . l r c | a t t \ o n s w i t h p e o p l e o f c i t h c r s e x . A g o o d e x a r n p | a o f ' t t l e a t t i i u d e , o f
' h o m o s c x u a l s '  , t o r . r € r d s  k i d s :  o n e  o f  t h c  b i g g e s t  i s s u e s  o f  l c s b i a n  r i g h t s  h a s  b e e n
t h e  r i g h t  o f  I c s b i a n  m o t h e r s  t o  k e e p  t h c i r  c h i  l d r c n  ( t h c  s t a t e  h a r a s s i j  o p e n  l e s -
b i a n s  b y  s u i n g  . t o  t a k c  a w a y  t h e i r  k i d s )  .  I  . .

*  $h€n we ,d iscuss our  
'a t t i tude 

torards forms of  sexual  rc la i ionships ' ,  the
p h r a s e  r p r c l e t a r i  a n  f a m i l y t  p o p s  u p .  W h a t  i s  g e n e : . a l l y  i n e a n t  b y  t p r o l e t a r i a n  f a m -
i l y '  i s  t h e  k i n d  c \ f  f a m i  l y  l i f e  p r a c t i c e d ,  ( o r  h c l d  u p  a s  a n -  i d c a l )  5 y  n 6 s t ,  r o r k e i s . '
t t d a y .  C o m r a d e s ,  J t  i s  a  s e r i o u s  e r r o r  t o  p r e t e n d  t h a t  w e  i r e  f i g h t l n g  f b i  5  s o - ' '
c i e t y  b i h i c h  w i l l  b e . l i k e  t h e  i d c a l  h e l d  b y  m o s t  w o r k e r s  t o d a y . '  y o r k b r s  u n d c r . c a p - , , ,  1
i t a l  i s m  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  o f  b o u r g e o i s  i d e o l o g y ;  a s  H a r x  s a i d ,  I ' T h e

r u l  i n g ,  i d e a s  o f  e a c h  a g e  h a v c  c v e r  b e e n  t h c  i d e a s  o f  i t s  r u l i n g  c l a i s . ' ,  l d c o l o g i e s .  . ,
w h i c h  n o w  h a v e  a  p o w e r ' f u l  g r i p  o n  w d r k c r s  - -  i d e o l o g i e 3  i u c h  a i  i n d i v i d u a l  i s m . .  

- -  
- . . ,

p a s s i v i t y ,  a n d  ! g l _ 1 : g . ' -  w i l l  b c  e l  i m i n a t e d  o n l y  t h r o u g h  s t r u g g l € ' ,  c s p c c i € l l y :  t h e ' : .
s t r u g g l e  f o r  s o c i a l i s m  , ( a  s t r u g g l c  w h i c h  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a f t c r  w o r k e r s . s c i z c  s t a t e  ) . . ;
por .er) .  l ie  should not  i rCcal  ize the pres€nt-day work ing c lass.  The prcaant  forn - . . .

o f  thc fami  ly  is  bourgeoi . : ,  bascd pr i rnar i . ly  on the oppression c i f  wonen. .  , .  :

. - *  T h e  N S C  s t a t e r E n t  o f l i t s  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h c  f o r m  o f  s e x u a  I  r e l a t l o n s h i p  . ' . .
t h a t  c a p i t a l i s n  i s  n o w  p u s h i n g  - -  t h a t  i s '  t h e  c o n v n o d  i  t i z a t  i o n  o f  s e x - . ,  S c x u a l .  . .
r e l a t i o n s h i o s  o f  a  s t a b l c  s o r l t  ( l a s t i n g ,  l o v i n g )  a r e  b e i n g  d o r n  a p a r t  a n d  r c p l a c r d
by scx as a cornmodi tv .  Not  oni 'y  the t remcndous growth in  pornography and in  pros-
t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  t h c  e n c o u r a E l e m e n t  o f  f l e e t i n g  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i P 3 : , ,  t h e .  s i n g l e s ' . . ;
bar  bccoops. thc prototypc.  fhe .enormous gror . th  in  s ing le-pe-rson - . l tguseholdt . rc f  legts-" ,
t h s  d i g c o u r a g e r n e n t  o f  a n y  l a s t i n : g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i m o n g  p e o p l c .  .  T h i s  i s  a  v c r y  n c g ' i  r i
a t i v .  t r e n d  i o r  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s i .  l s o l a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a i r  n o t  d e v e l o p  t h c  k i n d : : , : ' :
o f  dccp sol  iCar i ty .  wi th  thc work in.g c lass that  is  n€iessa[Y to 3ar-1Y.94 thc- \s . t  ru99 |  c , -
T h c  P a r t y  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  a l l  i t s  r r e m b e r s  a n d  f r i e n d s  t t i ' d e v e l o p  s t a b l e  t i e s  w i t h  

' r .

f e l l o w ' " o r k e r s  - -  n o t  o n l y  f r l c n d s h i f : s ,  b u t  a l s o  a  s t a b l e  s € x u a l  r F l a t i o n s h i p  i i t h
a fe l  low workep.  This  should apoly  t r :  both hcnosexua I  6nd,  hete iosexua I  re lat ionships.

' ' -'-':- :::::-:--+
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*Tho NSC atatement sa'r ' ,  , ,F# !ve- ry bigot l ike Bryant who conderurs homosexu-
a l l t y  f ron  the l r  c l as t  po in t  o f  v i ev r ,  t en  t imcs  as  rnany  bosses  - -  esPec ia l l y  t h .
ma ln 'w ing  o f  t hc  r u t l ng  c l ass  - -  say3  i t s  0 .K . t r  Co rn rades ,  r ea l l y l  Le t  us  ask :
are honoscxual s opprcsscd ln this 5ociety --  do known hon'-sexuals face discr imina-
t l on  on  the  j ob ,  I n  hous lng r ' e t c .?  The  ansv ie r - i s  obv i cus l y ,  " yes . "  Then  wherc
doc3  th l3  op -p rcss ion  com€ i ; om?  Ooes  i t  f a l l  f r om the  sky  l i ke  ra in?  Ooes  i t
cOrne froo thc worklng €lass (s ince when did workers have the Power to say how con-
tempora ry  U .S .  soc i€ t y  l s  r un? )  N0 : -  i t  comes  f r om the  ru l i ng  c l dss l  0 f  cou rsa
the  ru l  i ng  c l ass  r r say3  i t s  O .K . t ' - -  t hey  a l so  say  t hey  ace  an t i - r ac i s t ,  t hcy  say
thcy  a rs  Ha tch lng  ou t  f o r  t he  worke rs r  bes t  i n te res ts '  t hey  saY  many  r i d i cu lous
l lcs.  l /hen thc-suprcnrel  court  says that teachers may be f i red from their  jobs
just for belng honoscxusl  --  i i l  thc SuPreme Court  suddenly not in the main wing
L f  t nc  ru l i ng  c lass??  Thc  t {SC s ta temcn t  t r i cs  to  deny  the  c lass  cha rac te r  o f  ! h .
opprasgion of hOnrOScxualt .  A9 f larxist-Leninists,  we should know that the nature
o f  t h i3  soc ie t y  - -  i nc lud lnq  i t s  oPPress ion .  o f  ho rnosexua ls  - -  i s  de te rm incd  by
l !3  c la t s  cna r i i t a i .  Thc  b iu rgco i s ia  t r c i s  t o  d i v ide  worke rs  a long  l i ha tevc r  l i ncs
o f  p re jud l c ,a  l t  T1 .

" 1 {

* Thc NSC 3taterncn3 ta tenrcn t  exp la ins  tha t  the  exc lus ion  o f  homosexua ls  f rom the  Par ty

on  tha  g round t ' t h r t r  
' ' r un l l kc  

o the r  dcv ia t i ons  o f  a  Po l i t i ca l  cha rac t r r ,  mos t  ho tno :
scxua l l  dcny  the3  t i  l r ' a  bad  th ing . l '  Th l s  i s  a  pecu l  i a r  s ta tem€n t .  The re  a re  43 ! I
dcv le t l ons  o f  a  po l l t l c t l  cha rac t . r  where  PeoP le  deny  tha t  t h .  dcv ia t i on  i s  a  bad
thlng. '  Scnrc of  ih isc dsviat lons arc so scr ious that the people concerned must bc
cxctudcd froln thr Pertv:  for instance, so. lEonc who thought that the Party is great '
bu t  t hc  U .S .S .R .  t r 'Ua i i ca l l y  a  soc ia l  l 3 t  coun t r y  ( t ha t  pe rson  wou ld  say  h i s  Pos i t i on
l l  corrcct  rnd thc P.r tyr3 ls wrong --  in othcr words, he would dcny that his dG-
v la t l on  f rq r t  t h .  Pa r t y t i  t i nc  i s  a  bad  th ing ) .  O thc r  dev ia t i ons  a rc  no t  so  sc r i ou l
.nd th. pcopl. conccrn.i 

".n 
bc lct into the Part'i. In other v.ords, fi?re ars scc-

ondary dl f fcranca! tha! nc hopc can. bc rebolved ovcr t i rnc.  Fol  instance, thc PartY
har  a 'po l l cy  to  a l l o r r  peop lc  who  bc l i eve  i n .God  in to  the  Par t y .  Thcsc  peop le  cc r -
te ln t y  r t an i  t h . t  t ha  dcv le t too  l s  a  bad  th ing . r '  ( l  cou ld  c i t c  seve ra l  pcop lc  as
cxanpicr) .  No r i . t t l r  wh.t  thc Partyt t  l inc on hornoscxua I  i ty,  thcre would st i l l  bc
thc quct ' t  10|r :  l r  thr  posl t lon on hornosexua I  I  ty such an.. imPortant qu.st ion that dis-
agrcinnnt qr thlt questlon should kccP so|llconc out of thc Party? l would say thc
aasrcr l r ,  r l lo| |  - -  no onc should bc kept out of  thc,Party because of their  Posi t ion
gn horcscr.url lfVl Uc;ause_ honpscxua I lty is a. very secondarY qucation. .

*  L. ! t lY,  ba gat to thc qucat ion, r1 ' /herc does honpsexual i ty comc fromlrr  --

or ratharr,  iutrr la docl  scrual l ly canc from?" Frankly,  I  th ink rre arc herc entcr ing.
tha rual l '  of  rhrer rPcculat lon --  wc simPly donrt  have the experience from human '' r c l a t l q r t  

l n  r  non -c :p lo t te t l vc  aoc i c t y  t o  te l l .  (The  Bo lshev i ks  had  some Yery
confuscd ldcrr  qr th l t .  ln tPl tc of  Lenin,  the Predoninant at t i  tudc was sunmcd ug
ln  !h .  ph r . t . ,  I ' t rw lng  r cx  l s  I  i kc  d r i nk ing  a  g lass  o f  wa te r r r  - -  pu re l y  a  PhYs ica l
act.  Thr 8ol :hcvlkr lcgtr l lzed honoscxual i ty --  _the struggle for honosexua I  r ights
htd bccn prr t  of  thr l r  r rork,  .3 l t 'had been for al l  the rEjor part ies of  the znd
lntsrnrt lonr l .  The l rrr  on hoooscxuel i  ty,  d ivorcc, abort ion, e!c.  w€rc changcd
In  thc  l 93o r r ) .  l t  I t  f un  to  spccu l . t c ,  bu t  wa  shou ld  recogn izc  hoH l i t t l c  ac l -
cnt l f lc contcnt th. ta l3 to our spcculat ioni  The Party should ccrtainly not takc
a posl t lqt  m thc- 'or lg lnl  of  scxual i ty unt i l  thcre has been a grcat dcal  nnre work
dona cr the qucrtloo (rnd. thcre is no rcason for ug to do that xork novr)'. The
Prrty dorr  not hava a Po3lt lon on every euqest ion under thc sun, nor should i t .
Ar for oy rpccLlr t lo i r  .bost th€ or lglns of  sexual i ty --  t  suspect that s,hi lc thc
rc ru t l  d r l vc  l r  I nne ta i  t h .  f  l x l ng  o f  t ha t  d r i vc . i s  soc ia l ' .  l n  o_ th . r  wo rds ,peop lc
lcern.to bl  'hd_tcrosqrsal  I  or to thornosexuel t  (misleading tcrms, becau3c thcy
l||ply ad rra I thlr--9rrr cholcc, rhcre actual ly th€re is a cont inuun) . Therc ls no I
rpot r long-thc cant lnusm whlch ls rnore Inatural  I  than any other spo-t .  Hy personal
prcj t ralcr  l r  to : r i rpcct thrt  ln a non-class society,  rosi  pcoplc wbi ld b.  somewhcrc

,  l n  t h r  e l dd l c .  . . ' ' .  l  "  .  . : r  '  .  i ' - \  ,
" '  ' ' - :  '  i  ' i  . , 1 - , .  i  

, . ' " . ;  :  . .  
' -  .  .  \ '

' . ' , , . . . - , ' . - , ' : . . . . . . . . . ' . . ' Pa tC lawson . . ' .
.  .  ; ' . : : i .
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, }.I6HI sEX:ISI{, RECRUIT HOIiOSEXUAIS

Thc National Stecrlr:g Comr'.ir-i..r Lrlcs ta approech tho cuestl.on of

hornoscxuality fronr e pollticaI and not an cnotlonel polnt of wlcr. Thls 19

an edvencc fron thc evoldancr of honoaoxuals bccau6. thoy *ro |tstckrtr

t'pcnrcrtcd r rt otc. Ilowrvcr tbrlr kttor fr1ls to fuLf1ll thl, s lntrntlon, by

substitutlng . s.rl,cs of prc-Judlclel end unsupportrd stat ronts for rrcaonrd

erguncnts ln favor of thrlr stend:

( 1) t,Eonoscnelltf. beslcally dcnlcc thc fi.rturr, E Why? Bceaur lt 1upllrr

lack of rrproductlon? Asldr fron thn nergr honocrlnral.r rlth chlLdrrn. fcrt111ty

hea ncvor brcn e crltcrlon for Party nrnbrrsblp. Nobody auggcsts wr rIL becour

honorcxuel, 1ct tho spcclcs-dfu out, ctc. Artd xhlt cxect\y ls thr ttprolctrrlrn

f"r{lyit? This point nrcda phnty of dlscusglonl wr *ould hopc thrt'roc1e1lsa

rrtl1 ontgl.l rnrJor chrngoc 1n tbr tradltl,onel fenl\r brqur3,ri- a"'us blr thr bosara.

(2) uTh. n.rln nlng of thr nillng clesa sry lttr O.K.r' Llkrrlao for tbe

oquellty of blgcks== thry rtsey ltts O.K.rt Tht nrl1ng cleas puts forrcrri 11nca

to appcel to r11 scAarnts of thr populatlon, but lt dorcntt scrrl thcrn rnJr lcsr

for ti though. Tlq nrdte trcubrec.rr honosrxuel!,ty tn thr aeur ray thry nrutbrrcrn

thc llbcratlon of iforncn, es r 1eugh, r chrep rey to lako nr].ger aoxurl rrfrrrncrs.

It la onithr e"nc hvcl of eutletlc t1tlllet1on es tbc glor!.flcrtion of 'rs$lngLngrr

end of tho decedrnco of thr Eonen Enplr. (nI, CleudlusI); thls no noro bp1fuc

tbo rv1l of honossxuaLlty thaa. thc uoveacnt oi organ1zecd cxtmlerltel pr€dsculty

lnplfus t}et hrtcrosaxuallty ls brnkmpt. Gry bars for rtcroJ'slngrr rrpr.r.nt

th. ranc prrvcrslon of rcxuel5'ty ea t's3,ng1ec brratr ar':d ltcl fron thc ge.an rcprrsslvo

drcedancc. Thr. nrIlng class 1n prectlec (eIong nl'"h thr KKK, Roarrl atc.) oppre!!

honosrxurls in e way thsy donrt darr do to tho rrst of thr worklng claac-=5ret.

Only .honoccr.ral*ty errd Coruunisu .tt inncdlatrl couplctr Juetlflcetlona for .

f1r:lng a porlon fron r Job.

( 3 ) il'ri'c cannot cqueta ettects

a \
t -

. \

on honoscxusls lrtth scrJ.ous ettackg of tho
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ry' lrol:tt r'*41 olp!'rslon

rorklng s11aa.' OwflurV la corPrrtson rrlth: 3

1r'r crcondrrT not to ar;r trrtirry contredlctJon' Bud ea iovolut'lonet.5r Couualgtr

rspct of tbr oPprrrsion t}r rrrllag ghrc vtslts on ut'

r flgbt .8.la.t aLrY I

lot Jrirt {$ npdnrlrt onerr .^Lr-- i' ,n

. (b) tour prrty rrll]'.aor .cc.pt tb. ld* of fdo. vonr "-t*:t'..: I-:- 

tt

t.ttfug rrP ' ttlrt rrrr ln r 
"tf 

tf'tt la not rortby of tbr i{SC of ow Prrtl'

!ut{:brr' r lottrr rlgulns onr cldr of u wrrraolvjd quretlon th'st 13 b'lng

prrerntrd td t!'. Prityts .usrbrrr 
for d13cus31on shoul"d not br sigrcdt -u 

"TA

prrtl'crnrrly not b' tlgtt'd by rn offlctel- orgu of t'hr Plrty' 
' -

' ' > lttY to our PrrtY? For onr tblng

sor tlPotbtt i' tbr qurstio" ot.**"-T 

coulc bo bottrr figbtrra for

tlrrr lr borarxurla eround thr PrrtJ norr riho

'thrlr clrlc lf ihry trrr not closrd oritrend Etrry !or' rxcdjlrnt P'otril' x to

brvr krPt flr erry frou tbr Prrty brcruce of ltr rcgltetlon for ut1-holocarrel

blgot:T. Cont'rrry to tbe rrlter fror l{ln:lopoll: ' honoarrurllty is not nusuellV

raconatrnd !e tbr contrxt of opprraslon'r Klngrytc rtldy found 
- 
t'trat onr of

flvr rorn htd l''rblrn contrct by tJr tl'rr tbcy xric 4Oz lfr hed rxparbncrd

- rcts ( srnrrl Brbrvlor-ln tlrc Eulrn Frnelr' p'!+J&) ' fuong

orgrar ln t'b'a' coDll 
- ----- ^-- {

-lr -- -thln 
on+ t *T hrd et lceat sla lprpsrnre1 orgasrr oac 1n flvo

r.r. rr lrrch bo!€' lc bct'roscxurl' rnd oao of t,.n xes rxluslvrly hotlos'nra1

' thr Euarn'l'tr1'" P'550)' TbLt fl35 l.n tb' 1940tr' frr uote

(Sr-url Brhrraor u

:t r-r"-t tLrrs ttrrn ou:: orn' I for onr b^rro -bo*n arny hooosexurl nen end

brblrnr rabo rrr ltrblrl good proph rrrl atrong lnatlnctlvr antlecepltellst

flgbtrrr.
the rgln on':

But thl'c r.tson lc arcorderY to

, 
.r. Jugt etsthrr rapect of bourgoola nontallty'

r p o c l l l o p p r * i : l c n o f " g o v ' r n s n d d l s r : n l t y b c t r o o n

tbo gourgoolsle to gchas t.i:c t"otrlly f elsr dognr

brlong lnnrtrly t.o nan lnd othrrs to uollln' lir aru

roft, week' lntult1'vc, affaetJ'onatsi Llen 1r€ etrongr

thet entl=honoscxusl rttltudcs

In ordcr t,o nrlntaln tho

thc soxos 1n tho worklng class'

that sotlo cherector tnlts

told th^rt ltotldn aro Pesslvc r

lndopondontl crPcblot
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rrnfmllng. I'hrec stcr.otyT.s sfrvc aprclflc pulpot.t for thr nrllng clrrr rrd

arc corrcct\r porerlvod by tbr Loft lr hendlcapplng thr borrn potrnt^Lel of

both nrn srrf wonon es llrll re dlrcctly rrd lndlroct\r aebotrglng tb. rwolur

tlonery noyonrnt. Wr ln PLP .ncoung. llrdrrahJ'p ln rorrn, rbrr{,ry of barhold

dutira, .1. end wc goncrelly prt fonrrrd tlrt rrn end rorrn hrvr tbr rer

potrntlelr rtd thr EtE l[rltr+'!-ons.

ht lt ls prrclsr1Jr fron thrsc strrrotypre tfrt ttr horror of houatrrllty

erlsoer !.n rhould bo Mrnr'won n gbould'oe 'rionra. In thr g.ritt rcbrre thrrr

Jrq no worlc lnsult for r tronrn tbra to ba c'1kd rggr.tslvrt not for t rra to
I

bo ce}lod soft.tAgggr.sslvrtr woiln tbrn lr. pnt dorn rt ndyklrhrt etld tngr rrn

rho rrfusrg thr oppr3rsslyc, torrr of rtnngtb r.ofu uult g.t urd to bofurx;

crlhd I ttflg. fr Tbr roots of thr hrtrud of horcrrxurllty 1e not thrt lt 1r

rrrrnrturel or drcedrnt, but tlrrt lts c:clatrner chr1l1na." rnd bbrrr tb.

crtcgod.rs vltrl to I rxlct socfuty. In frct tbr rort rebtd rntl-borcrcurlr

r1.r; elnoat,elreyr tlrr nost unr'rgcnontr crxJ'st^r, botb 1n end out of tb P.t{V.

I glntrln thet .v.n thosr nbo dlragrl. rlth ry ur\yatr of .tbr 
nrtrrn of

honorme]lty uust rdralt tbrt rt brst e portlon of t.b, grnrrrl .ettthrdr

rgelnst 1t le grnrratrd by sexlsa. ^
!

HonosrxueU? fs 
!X 

1tt nstun nrlthr rreetlonrrlr (.r th EgC rould brvr

1t) nor Fvolutlonarlr (rt tbr Hrslc rnd argncntr of tbo Gry Llb ftvlrrnt r.t).

lg I t!.1n6 of flghtlng scxlsn lt ls ktflddurll'rtlc git pq1-produotlvr, tlut rr

I fom of rrprcsslng rffrctton 1t le, p.r E)t nlt^brr. It 1r ltpoealbll to

aey fron thc ventrgc potrt of r scxlgt socfuty bor rreb of proratdet bmtlxs

urllty occu!.!r 1n ruotlon to scxlsrnr erd, hor nch 1r 
-nrhrr,l 

rrrrrlllttr iL 
'

- . .

errrnot ppdlct tbet 1n r, soclcty rhrrr ronn rr aot opilrilrldl Ucircrsurffty
I i  

- ' : - - t '  
' " ' ' " '

rrl1l dlseppr31-prcrhrps lt rdLL br lrorl rrldrapnrd' or blrxuru'ry IlIL b. tb.

nrIo.

Antl-troroa.xull ldree spllt +jrr xorlrlag clrre etnrgSll fr ho rlJrto F1nt,
:

tbry laoletr houosr:nrels ln nelorrtlrn forclng tirr to krop ltport nt portJ'cr

of ttrrlr l1vrr arorrt froa fr{.ondc ettd co'=rorttrlr tbrlr coactrnt trrror of
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dlscorr.rr' rnd .prra'ccutlon.not only sats ' tltcn tP"1 t^ti 'ncour8tcs:" * *

l i - - ' - - : . - -  ' ' - ' . r -  '  '  
, ; kccpr1orp ro f l l c . . l *9 f '

*1rg."1}t" to""t'ttitr"9'- to'aot' rock th' bor:

. . ^ 'hors r .n r r lahrv . !o ! . l . r rcouonr r l th - r rcb9{* r r r t t rn , . ,
tbolo ld''st -bply' $'"l 

thls 'rYrg to rrtn'forcr t'hr

tl.y 9: lrlll tttg+ clrsc brotbrrg ura sralrc'

!.l'n q.tSif of bororlonrelltyr' thrt bJ **l oo" of' hetrrotrsnr)' rrlrtionrbl.aa

ra lndlvldurl rLeo ir?tr' fia rq coltsct 
:* 

*t oPPoslt' 3'rattd ttnrr fron

t!.. j*tif,qrfjty ltnWa\G 
rgrinst "i""' 

tnrr ta thc crptttllrt trrdl'tloa ol

pr."y19l"-s-.i. ".11s6[lirt=r!1rpe 
1l'4r for 'v'ry oPP!:8red group ir nox hrvr rGey '

- 115prr!,1olri 1 dtdlr-c1l1r rrcvcErrrt rblch eucoungra boloarruelc to trY. ln '

r9"1g";y1?1rc1'Fr-$sb!' p' *-"1:]:ttt grd'lot t!' 'irTrlebq" r'$'

for tb35i9.!vr:'.,.9*':{ th's' srcaPa *:: * oponlv rrsltlonrry 11nr r$d flsht

for 1PJ!t;'Dts{T ,tr ltonoaalruels -t9"*-::t rtllng clesr' nhll'r othrre try !':

for tlhe r;r n]1ftr I1nr that: bomaaxrullty 1r lb' rnltFr to c'xlctr' It 1r '

.+tv q.P,5:=Io1:".r" bottr of tbrac 1!ira tnrt$' '!' rn uo raflot.* uo 
"o '

untl1 rr -ofr:1 l9lxrns 
chrs br:ro"xue1r e probtrtrt" tlb]lult-: *"

Llb.ratlon: 
', r rrcognltlon of tbclr vlry rcel opprrsslon' rld ra ur$rls '

thrt rncol:cg:: P:T I lo:'" wlth hrtrroeaxusls ln thr *t 
::*:: 

*'

co6on rnrry. Aft'r al]- thc lrJo'r lttacks 
on t'h' gorlclng clras:uncrpltf"*

lorq.ryrgrs'uggts 1n p$I1c srrvlcrs ' rtc'-e1'3ttg + "f ::''iY' 
I ro'Id

p*E:.. !onl$.i cnd tih'rt,

.. 
(1) Eopo.q'Al1s sbquld br'rccnrl't:d to tlir Pertv on 

lta:I 
o*t" rq

b,.t !o3.xue1s (1'o' on ttrrc besls of porsonel stsblltty end irll1!'nprsa to*

-  
.  c  -  

' l

l lork for thr PrrtYrs llnc)'
' - - - . -  

- '  .  -  L i , . . . . r  , i l  '  r  ' :

(2) WordP 1lkq rrfrgr? snd
t r  

j _  
' ' ' ;

but br crltfc|".d. P{ us wlhtn

'O) 
, fr: ..F",rtI pr1bl1c.elJ.v

honoeo:arals art rcectlonenr

(t+) PrrtY .4Qrnbrrs dcbat'c

' - /
' :

trd]d<art not , only bc rllulnstld foon ncrnbrrg I vocebuler?

wc hrrr tho,n l:d bY othcrl' : "

!

i
i
I

t
t
i r
I
i

'  i _ .

i
I
I

1
I

I
I

I
t
i
i
I.

!

I
!

i

tekc thc st'rrrxl tbet hwa dlscrfunlnetJ.ng rgelnst

(th18 docg not Eroan conccntrntlng forcls on thls

thorclrt tonsh:tPbcttgccnerrt l=homos.xrrr}t tyend

==r,n NPW ncu&cr, lffC

questlon)

scxlsm



APPENDIX TWQ: THE CO},IPIIETE TEXT OF THE ARTICLE CRTTICTZED ON
PAGES FouR rHRoucH srx oF My gPjillElFNr
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' 'NICE WAYS OF DOING THINGS' ' VS. WASHING DOWN RACIST FILTH

Durlng the week of Feb. 13, the Amerlcan Assoclat lon for the Advancement of Sclence (AAAS)

hetd thetr conventlon in Wash. D.C. This assoclat lon (about 160,000 members) is com-
posed of sclentlsts from al l  dlsclpl lnes but ls actual ly an organ the rul lng class uses to
push thelr ldeas ln the academlc communlty. The executive councl l  of this bdy , quite

clearly, obJectlvely (and, ln most cases, subtectlvely) represents the racist.  sexist,  ln-
creaslngly fasclst Interests of the U.S. rul lng class. Thls is shown by the fact.that last
year the raclsts lensen and Nathan Glazer wera elected fel lows of the AAAS by this exec.
councll and thls year the maln "academlc" toptc at the conventlonlE&lwas the racist
E. O: Wllson and socloblology. I

Among the al l ies. of the rultng calss at thls conventlbn was the group which cal ls i tself
',The Silence for the 'People"''. Thls was the only other group --other than PL and CAR--
which leaflettdd, sold literature. etc. consistently during the conventlon. This group is
led by revtslonlsts who put forward a non-mllttant, "Let's debate the raclsts" Iine and
who hare no deslre to make tles lvlth the worklng class or with mlnorlty students and pro-

fesslonald. Consequently, thelr group ls an overwhelmlngly white student and professlonal
sect. Whlle It may be posslble to wtn some of thetr rank & flle away from thelr liberal-
revlstonist llne, thts group is not a left group with whlch we should work or wlth whlch we
should make lltll alllances. Thts is shown by the fact that Science for the "People"
(the sameIl- lndlviduals who werE at thls conventlon) were attacked by CAR and PL
in Boston for debatlng the - Naels and by the fact that thqf spent much of their time
at the convention trylng to keep us from belng tco 5 mllitant.

Although the ruling bodles of the AAAS represent the rullng class. the rank & flle in the
AA/AS ts , for the most part ln the center (or left of center) i Many have been won to an
anti-raclst posltlon as ls sh\own by the fact that hundreds signed the CAR petltlon calllng
for Jensen's ouster as a MAS fellow. lhe Party and CAR correctly - decided that the

conven6on would be a worthwhlle plac6 to spread revolutlonary and anti-raclst ldeas.

To thts end, PL and GAR members from D.C. and about a I half-dozen CAR people from
around the country went to the conlrentlon.. However, durlng thls week, much confuslon
and mdch more dlsagreement about *.what should be done developed -- including two

llnes: a right wing one and a left one! What happened?

NV :  C A R  c l r c u l a t e d  a n  a n t l - r a c i s t ,  a n t l - I e n s e n  p e t i t i o n

i f f i ga t theconven t lononMonday , ,Feb ' l3 .onJan . -7 ,a t
i l ; ; i ; ; ; ;ui iu" t". trns in n.v; l t  was declded that whtle D'c'  Gar would.be'

responslbte for a GAR l l teiature table, a natlonal east c€st cAR leader would be

responsible for - coordlnatlng the actlvl t les, lnslde th€ ionventlon meetings' etc"

topu t fo rwardCAR.s l lne .HEwou ld f lndou twhocau ldcomein fo r t l reconven t ion
and tJ plan CAR acttvi t i ls ior the week. 1p.C. Cln was not repr'esented at the N'Y'

r."af"q.t but was happy to gudra#e a CAR table')

1
1
I
I;

i
t

I

I



2-

Mondav, I  Feb. 13: cAR had forced the AAAS exec. counci l  to hord an open hearing
on (among other things) whether tensen, who was glven a AAAS fel lowshtp last  year.
should be de-fel lowized. Wlth only a few hours mass work at  the convenuon and
because we bul l t  for  th is open hearlng tn D.c.* we were able to pack this open
hearing wtth 40-50 people.  We were able. to force the eeec councl l  members holding
thls hear lng to reopen fensen's fel lowshlp appolntment and to have cAR speakdrs at
Thurs. '  main exec. councl l  meet lng. This hear lng was very sharp. No one spoke in
favof of Jensen and alI bur one person who talkeJ ( not only us) calteJ ;; l-i";; 

-

ouster as a fellow . when ohe woman (not one of us),. demdnded to k now why the
councl l  had elected hlm a fel low, none of the counci l  members present.had the guts
to defend themselvesl  or Jensen: t6ey were too ln midated.

iLres. f lElF yve pur oura a Sratement o}t  Soctobiology' .  in a mdss way and found
out that the raclst  E-o- wi lson was speaklng at  a workshop on sociobioroly.dn weir .
af ternocr.  we declded to give him the "Raclst  ,  sextst  ,  Na zI  of  the year ' ,  l ,award, '
at  th ls workshop.

wEcl. :  cAR and PL people from D.c.  ,  wrth a cAR person from N.y.  and one from ] ! l r r
Denver. presented the "award" before w son was abre to speak rn front of nearly
l ,  000 people.  We cal led l t lm a raclst  ,  sexlst  ,  

-Na 
zi  p ig and poure<l water on hlm

saying that he was al l  wet.  we chanted "Raclst  wglson, you can' t  h i t le,  we charge
you wlth genoclde" dnd gave a short talk (whlch the wo'rkshop leaders were forced to
agree to) on -r  what cAR's l lne on w son and soclobiology is.  we had leaf let ted
the entlre room with our posrtlon on wilson so everyone knew who we were and where
we were comlng from.

Thuq. ' !  we were able to keep the toplc of  tensen,s raclst  theor les the topic of  the
MAS exec. councl l  meeung for two hours.  GAR ancl  .pL people spoke ml l i tant ly at
least elght t lmss.cal l lng for fensen's ouster as a fel low. I t  was* the main toplc
at th ls exec. couocl l  meet lng (However,  only 4 members of  the AAAS exec. councl l
out of about 60 voted to orft tensen)

E OUR WEAKNESSES AT THE AAAS CONVENTION:
l. we dld not conslstently sel! pL llterature all day every day at the convehtlon
(al though we dld sel l  over l I  $10. worth of  PL l t terature!.
2.  There was no plan worked out prtor to the convent lon by the east coast cAR
leader who had taken reiponslbl l t ty for dolng thts.  Thts resul ted r fur.n 

"*ru"ron.3.  Thts east coast cAR leader put forward the l tne at  the Monday oi 'en heartng that
the AAAS exec. councl l  g l_d_ be takeh as raclsts l f  they dir in, t  de-f  ei lowize |ensen
and somehow redeem thenlselves ( lnstead of at tacklng the exec. counci l  as the rul lng
class controled raclsts they are and polht lng out that any an -racist  postt ions they
tak€ would have to be forced on them). The llne was so bad that the '!rsf Science
for the 'Peopler"creeps put out a leaf let  endorslng Cnn," posi i io".
4.  The "statement on socloblology" whtch we put out start lng Tues. morf i Ing was
wrl t ten before the convent lon (but typed on a mlmeo late Monday ni te) and was e
weak on the l lne (e.g.  "we urge" lnstead of "we demand") and had nothing about
cAR ln the headl lne. when thls was ratsed $r l th the east coast cAR le.rc ler who had
taken responsibul ty foi  the statement,  heI sau that lnfo about CAR coulcl  b€ tacked
on at the bottom (CAR's address and phone number ln N.y.)  Wlren i t  was suggested
that the headl lne read "CAR SAYS SMASH RAC IIT WILSON" Jor somethtng simi lar)  he
sald that th is af ter al l  was not a leal let  (what was r t  then?i l  and rre wanted "state-
ment o!  soclobiology" (we changed thrs Tues. nl te af ter he tef t ) .

v
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5 .Th t seas t coas tCAR leade rse r l ou . s l ysugges ted tha tD .C .CARspend i t s t lme
putt tne together cAR packets on ;ensen, f indlng thelr  addresses at the convent lon, and

sendlnq them to the over 60 exec. councl l  members because "t l1ey might not know the

i*r"" iU.. ,  Jensen" (even though hundreds of other AA/qS members dld because they

signed ou, p. l i t to6 agalnst Jensen).  @Thts CAR leader was f lnal ly able to iersuade

u iaas 
" tut iur 

lwho had or lglnal ly suggested i t  to hlm) to send these CAR pamphlets

to al l  the exec. councl l  members.

t 
-i;; 

CAR ne mbers (at least one of 
'whom 

is a PL member) refused to participate ln

gi" fne thl  , 'award" to Wibson on Wed. Thls was a ser ious breach of party disclpl ine'

i l r , . r ,  u"t"a why they dldn' t -part tc lpate they quoted thls east coast CAR leader about

"nrce ways of dorns thines";-i.r; .; )JE 
-|4:yfiw&ia(

7. Al tholgh pL and CAR people from D.C. dtd t  (n6w that Wl lson would be dowsed

w l thwa te r - , peop le f romou ts l deD .c .d i dno t knowabou t i t . Imade thed | c l s i onno t
to tell them for two reasons: A. When I arrlved at the convention early wed' afternEon'

;.;.;o i;ttctence for the 'People,/rushed up to me demandlng that we not disrupt

tn" Win"orr-*ork shop by gi:tng Wlbson the'award'. ! didn't know then wl'ro had toid

iirl". 
"".-t 

of 
"s 

*ttat *. -"." up to (I trIl found out later that the east coast CAR

flaa.r ftuA t6ld them on Tues. . even though he knew that these Jerks had been

attdcked by PL and CAR In Boston recently for debating the Na zis) ' . B' When I

" i r*J " f  
i t r"  CAn table.  CAR people from outside D.C. were l i teral ly yel l ing about

*t" t t  
" ,  

or not to give the "awatd" even though they had been warned that hotel

secu r t t ygua rdshadbeenwa tch lngusa l lweekandeven though the rewere lo t so f
people around the CAR table- Not tel l ing the CAR people froml out o[  town abtut

the-vyaler was wrong. I  should have told them and. in a comradely way'  to ld them

i.-Eltdl atiret it.
i - .  T.  * . r"  not prepared to sharpen the quest ion & -  answer sesslons before

Wtl"or,  came up at the worksbp olr  Wed'.  Al though CAR people made statements

-.-  
" i " r ia 

ha.re beel sharper and more ml l t tant.  And al though we did glve leal lets

on Wtlson & sociobiology to-g,ljngltt everyone who attended this workshopl we were

nct prepared to glve a" i r l43$Ik on wi lson when we tcok the stage.

g. when the East coast caR leader cal led me on Thurs.  evening to f ind out what

i"a r , .pp.r , .a at  Thurs. ,  exec. counci l  meet lng. he told me.that he didn' t  th ink that

we should have poured. water on wi lson because this made i t  a personal at tack on him '  - t  
" '

of  course l t  was a oersonal at tack on thl .s ractst ,  sexist  pio !  - --  Ibat was the ocint !  ' . . '

g.  We did not s ign up any new CAR members ut  th i  
"ot t rr" t t t ion 

(ol though thls .would .

have beett  an easy thing to do).  l '

OUR STRENGTHS AT THE CONVENTION: '

i .  We l i te.al ly f looded the convent ion with CAR l l terature (pet i t ions, leaf lets,  Arrcws '  ' '

etc.) all day every day -- so much so that the Wash' Pg't wos forced to::P*t tL"-t 'i

" ; ; ; : r ; "1; ; '  
u"t i -  wi l """  pet i t ions were al l  over the place and that one of the main ' .  

.

,* i ""  u,  the convent ion was whether Wllson's work was racist  & sexist  '  l

; . "^ i l - . ; ;  can I  p l  members put forward.the correct l lne that the AAAS e xec '  counci l  
' '

was our t  c lass enemy (and iherefore could not 5g "rvon" to an ant l - racist  posl t lon. ' . '

but  had to be fought)  t" ; i ; ; - th"-"sclence for the "  People' /?acists were f ,ot

our friends (and that therefore we Slhould not spend out time trying to rts win them 1'

:: ' ; ' ; l ; i ; ; ; ; t ' ; ; ;uqsri"s *ith tr,"r, r"udershlp, telr ins rhem our plans, a'd :
attending thelr  meet lngs at  the convent lon) ' -

3.  *  people came in to D.C. at  great expense and lnconvience and spent lots of

t ime talktng to people:  !1, , i "g . . r iects (at  least two contacts in D.C. appear . , :

promislng) und g".turuiti UuititnA for the things CAR ilecided tq build for' 
; 

' 'i.{
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4. - We were able to bring a slzable group of people to the hearing on Monday '

S. Most people "were won to the tdea that the Wed. & Thurs.  CAR act iv l t ies -should

;b 
"F;h".;'and 

milltant. The people we brought rl to the') "award" and a water

cerdmonies fiom our base ln D.C. thought this was great (and one joined PL shortly after-

ward) .
6.  People at  the convent ion clear ly Dsaw CAR as the leading force ln the ant l - racist

movement because of our mass work and our act ions at  the Wed' workshop: people came

up to us after the "award" and water presentation wanting to know more about uS: when I

returned to the convention slte later that eveni.ng people were still rushlng about asklng

each other what had happened, what they had seen, or|ll wlshing that they had- been there

to see what had happened ( a reporter from the san Fran. IlIr chronicle rushed up to

me demanding an lntervtew).  We became the topic of  conversat ion at  the convent ion. A

freelance writer from Australla dld at least two stories on us for Australia.press -- one

on our actlvities at.the conventlon and one a background on CAR; the Wash. Post has

calted CAR in D.C. wantlng I to do a feature article on CAR and the Sunday New York

Times (2,/19) ran an editorial attacking our actions (without -- mentioning us by name '

7l- O"-" of the CAR peoplp who refused to pbrticipate in the Wed. dousing and "award"

defended us after it was over from th-e floor of the workshop and was applauded.

The lessons of our work at the convention are clear: Althouqh CAR chapters need more

pol i t ical  dlscussions so that the l ine of  CAR. (& PL) members is sharper,  and al though

we have to take ser iously planning these sorts of  act lv i t ies instead of react ing to events,

we made tremendous headway at this convention in spreading. and struglling with peoPle

* around anti-raclst and revolutionary ideas. Look what we were able to accomplish

with G*r vertually no advance - planning and think what we will be able to

accomplish if we continue to be bold and militant in the anti-racist and revolutionary

act ions we conduct at  these types of convent ions and especial ly on our iampuses !  !  !  !  !

r

I
t
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I  thought  i t  would  be usefu l  to  fo l low th is  ar t ic le

with the account of  the convent ion by scj-ence for

the people .  From that  account ,  i t  i ;  c lear  that  s f tP

did denounce CAR, aiahough they speak rather ginger ly

about i t  :  "  One of us rosA at t i re Lnd of Witson '  s ta lk

to  d i ssoc ia te  ou rse l ves  f rom the  cAR ac t i on ' "  Bu t  i t

i s  arso crear  that  they came to  the convent ion to  f igh t

aga ins t soc iob io l ogy . -A f t e r read ing the i r accoun t '
sc ient i f i c  workers  lnd s tudents  might  ask themselves

aqain  i f  there  is  
" ; t  

negq.  for  a  r ;d ica l  organ izat ion

of sc ient ists an(C scient i f  ic students and workers '

and i f  the Party has any program or ideas relevant to

rhar movemerrt .  cer lainiy-  th;  lead'ership of  Pf tP is

by no means as r ight . -w ing as the SDS le ldersh ip  o f  L9 66

when plp members went into SDS (or is that now thought

o f  as  a  m is take? )

(Note added bY JP)

t
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&MS: Sociobiology on the Run
Jon Beckwith and Boh Lange

In early February, several members of Boston SftP made the gre3t escape from the snowbound city to attend thc
Washington AAAS (American Association for the Advancement of Science). There wc met with several other SftPers
from Amherst, Ann Arbor, Stony Brook, Seattle, D.C., and Urbana. The meeting was very successful - in more ways
than one.

First, it was good - as always - to link up with other SftP folk. We talked about what our respeclive chapters
were doing, the Western and Midwestern Regional Conferences, revitalizing the IDB, the magazine, and plans for a
national SftP conference in Ann Arbor this coming December-

Every evening there were planning/evaluation meetings ior AAAS activities. The first day we targeted the session
on Agriculture and Malnutrition in Latin America where wc were able to bring up several important points and con-
siderably enlivened the scssion. Most energy in the following days was focused on sociobiology symposiums. SfiP did
well on the floor, raising points, challenging speakers, etc..and man] people altended our countersessions. All in all,
pcople felt l ike wc put in a good showing and influenced a lot of peoplc.

A literature table was staffed every day from 8:30-6 pm where $'e sold a lot of our materials, talked to a lot of
people and made new contacts. Hopefully this will strengthen and e-rpand the D.C. chapter as well as our national
membership. There was also a spontaneous performance of Laboratorl! erhich was well-received.

We felt good about going to AAAS. We learned a lot lrom it, made a lot of contacts, hopefully got some people
th ink ins.0

"They (social  scient ists) ,  and most
b io log is ts ,  f ind  tha t  Wi lson  took  a l l
too  much l i cense,  in  the  las t  chapter
o f  h i s  b o o k ,  i n  t r f  i n g  t o  e x p l a i n
human behav io r .  He resur rec ted  the
nature-nur tu re  i ssue in  a  way wh ich
ignores  the  conceptua l  advances  o f
the last  20 years .  .  . "  Is th is an
excerpt  f rom the latest  broadside
from Science for the People against
E.O.  Wi lson ,  au thor  o f  Soc io -
biology: The New Synthesis?
Hardly!  In fact ,  i t  is  a quote f rom
the official abstract for the recent
two-day AAAS symposium on
Sociobiology -  an abstract  wr i t ten
by  one o f  the  organ izers  o f  the
sympos ium,  George Bar low,  who
cons iders  h imse l f  a  soc iob io log is t .
Th is  i s  jus t  one ind ica t ion  o f  a  g row-
ing  reac t ion  w i th in  the  academic
communi ty  aga ins t  the  c la ims o f
Wi lson  and o thers  concern ing  a  gen-

et ic basis for  human social  behavior
and ins t i tu t ions .

Whi le  the  in i t ia l  reac t ion  near ly
three years ago to Wi lson's book
was universal ly posi t ive,  th is was
broken w i th  the  pub l ica t ion  o f  a
let ter  f rom the Sociobiology Study

Group of  Science for the PeoPle in

November of  i975 in the ! t 'ew York
Review of  Books. In that  let ter  we
exposed the lack of  scient i f ic
foundat ion for the sociobiologists '
c la ims concern ing  human behav io r
and the  po l i t i ca l  func t ion  o f  th is  and
o t h e r  b i o l o g i c a l  d e t e r m i n i s t
theor ies.  Our let ter  opened up an
often acr imonious de bate which
reached an important stage at  the
AAAS sympos ium th is  February ,  in
Wash ing ton ,  D.C.

The very fact  of  the AAAS spon-
sor ing  th is  sympos ium on the
"controversy" is an indicat ion of  the
success we have had in making the
c l a i m s  o f  t h e  s o c i o b i o l o g i s t s
cont rovers ia l .  What  caught  many o I
us in Science for the People by
surpr ise  a t  the  AAAS meet ings  was
the  ex ten t  o f  the  spread ing  negat ive
react ion to sociobiology. At th is
meet ing,  and at  another recent meet-
ing in which we part ic ipated at
Wel lesley Col lege, sociobiologists
seemed very much on thc defensive.
Many have rushed to  d issoc ia te
themselves from Wilson. At the
AAAS meet ings ,  the  d isc red i t ing  o f

human soc iob io logy  was re f lec ted  in
the  conten t  o f  the  s ,vmpos ium i tse l f ,
i n  n u m e r o u s  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c
d iscuss ions  wh ich  Sc ience tb r  the
Peop le  he ld  w i th  those a t tend ing  the
meet ings  and in  the  recept iv i t y  to
our  ideas  and l i te ra tu re .

The sympos ium i tse l f  was  d iv ided
in to  two morn ing  and two a f te rnoon
sess ions  w i th  about  f l ve  speakers  a t
each session and quest ion per iods
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  t a l k s .  O f  t h e
approx imate ly  20  speakers ,  about
six were direct ly cr i t ical  of  socio-
b io logy ,  w i th  severa l  o f  them,  inc lu -
d ing  Steve Gou ld ,  E leanor  Leacock
and Stephan ie  Sh ie lds ,  express ing
a lso  the-  po l i t i ca l  imp l ica t ions .  A
few, David Barash, Steven Emlen
and Wi lson ,  spoke on  human be-
havior.  Most of  the rest  restr icted
themse lves  to  ra ther  neut ra l  sound-
ing animal studies.  We raised many
quest ions f rom the f loor dur ing the
sessions, ! . ry ing part icular ly to get '
people to focus on the pol i t ical
imp l ica t ions  o f  soc iob io logy  and the
way i t  had already been presented in
the popular r : redia and the schools.

A t  the  same t ime,  we go t  the
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organ izcrs  to  agree  to  le t  us  use  the

synrpos ium room fo r  ou t  own

scss ions  wh ich  were  he ld  in  the

per iod  be tween the  morn ing  and

af te rnoon sess ions .  A t  one o f  these,

we showed "soc iob io logY:  Do ing

What Comcs Natural lY,"  a f i lm for

h igh  schoo l  and co l lege s tudents
wh ich  inc ludes  in te rv iews w i th

soc iob io log is ts  Wi lson ,  DeVore  and

Tr ivers ,  and is  a  b la tan t  examPle  o f
the way in which these ideas are used

to support  the status quo. (See Tedd

Judd 's  rev iew o f  the  f i lm in  the  las t

issue of Science for the Peo pte).

Several  hundred people at tended

and a  good d iscuss ion  fo l lowed.

Both  the  Ann Arbor  S f tP  group and
the Boston Sociobiology StudY
Group brought  to  the  meet ings
art ic les they had wri t ten on var ious

aspects of  sociobiology. We sold
near ly a thousand copies of  these

art ic les.
The h igh  drama o f  the  meet ings

came on WednesdaY afternoon,
when the center of  the controversy,

8 .O. .  Wi lson ,  was  to  sPeak.  The

session began with a beaut i fu l
cr i t ique by SftP men:ber Steve

Gould ,  who sPent  some t ime

demol ishing a studY bY David

Barash,  an  ardent  soc iob io log is t
who was the next speaker.  (Barash is

the  au thor  o f  one o f  the  most  ou t -

rageous works in the fleld - Socio--

biolosy and Behavior - an E]ff i
_a-*__-

paperback which is widely used in
co l lege courses . )  Gou ld 's  ta lk
received the largest ovat ion of  the
sympos ium.  A f te r  Barash 's  ra ther
lame presenta t ion ,  E leanor  Leacock ,
a n  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  t o r e  i n t o
Wi lson 's  c la ims,  c i t ing  much an thro-
pological  and other evidence. She
a lso  e  xposed and demol ished the
shoddy log ic  lead ing  to  some o f  the

blatant ly sexist  assert ions found in
Barash 's  book .  A t  th is  Po in t  in  the
sympos ium,  as  Wi lson  was in t ro -
duced as  the  nex t  sPeaker ,  the  t ide
seemed more  than ever  aga ins t  h im

and his fo l lowers.
He was about to begin his ta lk

when a  group o f  10-15  members  o f
Commit tee Against  Racism (CA R)
marched onto the stage, yel led
"Racist  Wi lson you can' t  h ide,  we

charge you with genocide,"  and
poured water  over  Wi lson 's  head.
After a few minutes of  confusion,

and screaming both f rom C.A.R
members  and the  aud ience,  the
former lef t  the room and the
moderator decr ied the incident.
whereupon a large segment of  the

audience gave Wilson a standing

ovat ion.  He then Proceeded to give

one o f  the  more  ou t rageous and
superf ic ia l  of  h is speeches, at tempt-
ing  to  c la im tha t  a  la rge  number  o f
studies supported his c la ims for a
genet ic basis for  human social  beha-
v io r .

One o f  us  rose  a t  the  end o f
Wi lson 's  ta lk  to  d issoc ia te  ourse lves
f rom the  CA R ac t ion .  Unfor tu -
na te ly ,  the  a tmosphere  c rea ted  by
t h e  C A R  a t t a c k  o n  h i m  m a d e  i t
d i f f i cu l t  to  immedia te ly  cha l len*ee
the  downr igh t  d is to r t ions  and
exaggera t ions  in  h is  ta lk .  However ,
in the f inal  d iscussion per iod,  \A'e
were  ab le  to  cont inue our  po l i t i c -
i z ing  ques t ions  and c r i t i c isms.

Whi le our general  feel ing was that

the  an t i -Wi lson-Soc iob io logy  sent i -

ments  were  no t  ser ious ly  d imin ished

by the  CAR ac t ion ,  i t  d id  Prov ide
Wi lson w i th  a t  leas t  a  momentarY
respi te f rom the cr i t ic isms and res-

to red  some respec t  to  h is  pos i t ion .

Furthermore, the press coverage of

the  oppos i t ion  to  soc iob io logY
focussed excessively on this incident;
Science for the People must develop
ways of  reaching the press to get

coverage o f  our  pos i t ions  and

act ions ,  in  sp i te  o f  the  occur rence o f

such d is t rac t ions .
We feel  that  the t rend that the

soci t lb io logy debate is taking is a
clear v ictory for  Science for the

People.  Large numbers of  PeoPle
have been alerted to the fa l lacies and

dangers  o f  these theor ies  and manY

outs ide  o f  S f tP  are  jo in ing  the

cr i t ics.  I t  may wel l  be that human

soc ib io logy  is  in  some d is repute  in
the  academic  communi ty .  However ,
and th is  i s  ex t remely  impor tan t ,  the

academic refutat ions of  these ideas
do not prevent them from cont in-
ual ly being presented in the popular

media and school  texts.  Recent
e.xamples are the August l .  1971
cover story of  Time magazine on
Soc iob io logy ,  "Why You Do What
You Do, "  and an  ar t i c le  in  the
March, i978 issue of  Psychology
T o d a y ' b y  D a v i d  B a r a s h .  T h e
struggle must be cont inued, for  h is-
tory teaches us that biological  deter-
minist  

' ideas 
from eugenics to

Jensenism can have powerful  social
impact and must be combatted both
in  the  academic  and pub l ic  a renas .D

MMMMMM

SOCIO BIOLOGY LITERATURE
Avrileble from Science for the Peoplc

Biology as a Social l|/eopon, ed. by Ann Arbor Science for the Pcople,
Burgess.  Minneapol is ,  1977. $5. f f i

Critique of Sociobiology Prcket Total 52-N

The packet  is  composcd of  var ious ar t ic les and repr ints wr i t ten by members of  the

Sociobio logy Study Croup of  Boston Science for  the People.  Art ic les also avai lable

ind iv idua l l y .
- " soc iob io logy :  A  New B io log ica l  De te rm in i sm, "  by  Soc iob io logy  S tudy  Group ,  i n

Biology as a Social ll/eapon. 50 cents

-Sociobiotogy:  The New Magic 8ox,by Sociobio logy Study Group. 50 cents

-A Methodological Critique of Sociobiology, by l. Alpcr and H. Inouye, in

Philosophical Forum (in press)' 30 cents

-Sociobiology is t Polit ical Issue, by J. Alper, J. Beckwith and L" Miller. From ?"Ae

Sociobiology Debate, eJ. by A. Caplan, 1978. 30 cents

-Thc Ethical  and Social  Impl icat ions of  Sociobio logy,by J.  Alper.  To appear in a book

pub l i shed  f rom the  p rocceed ings  o f  thc  AAAS sympos ium on  Soc iob io logy  -  San

Francisco,  June 1977. l9?E 30 cents

"The New Sexist  Synthesis,"  by B.  Chasin,  and "Are Sex Roles Biological ly

Determined?" by F.  Salzman. Repr inted l rom Science for  the People magazines.  30 cenu
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