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Wide array of groups back 

SM C on issue of PL attacks 
By MIKE KELLY 

Socialist Workers Party candidate 
for governor of Massachusetts 

BOSTON, June 1- More than 120 
activists representing 24 organizations 
tonight endorsed the national Student 
Mobilization Committee statement con
demning the May 24 attack on an SMC 
meeting by Progressive Labor Party 
members and their supporters in SDS, 
and the use of violence to settle political 
differences within the movement. They 
vowed to defend each others' meetings. 

The resolution was passed unani
mously at the meeting, hosted by the 
Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butch
er Workmen of North America, Pack
inghouse Workers Division, LocalPll, 
P575, P616 in Dorchester, Mass. 

John Craig, president of Local P575 
and vice-president ofthestateAFL-CIO 
Labor Board, opened the meeting, 
chaired by Marilyn Levin of the SM C, 
by reading a statement from John 
McCann, state coordinator of Vietnam 
Referendum '70, who is recuperating 
from injuries inflicted on him during 
the May 24 attack. 

McCann deplored the use of violence 
within the movement and called for a 
united defense committee to be set up. 
Craig also volunteered to be the trea
surer for the John McCann Fund. (Con
tributions to this fund, which will help 
defray the high cost of hospitalization 
for John McCann, should be sent to the 
John McCann Fund, c/o Vietnam Ref
erendum '70, 19 Brookline St., Cam
bridge, Mass. 02139.) 

George Kontanis presented the na-

YSA condemns 

use of violence 

within movement 

In a statement released May 29 the 
National Executive Committee of the 
Young Socialist Alliance extended its 
"complete solidarity to the campaign 
initiated by the SMC to eliminate the 
use of violence within the movement." 

The statement cited four principal 
reasons for concern about the use of 
violence inside the movement: the need 
for the entire movement to focus atten
tion on the real enemy, the capitalist 
system and its ruling class; the need to 
reach masses of people, who are turned 
away from the radical movement by 
self-defeating internecine fighting; the 
need for free democratic discussion as 
the only effective way of settling differ
ences within the movement; and the 
importance of the basic democratic 
right of all organizations to meet, or
ganize their activities and, in the last 
analysis, to exist. 

"Only a politically sterile organiza
tion needs to resort to force to convince 
others of its ideas, or can believe that 
it can eliminate ideas with which it dis
agrees through violence," the statement 
said. "Any group of people within the 
movement must have the right to hold 
its own meetings and to decide how 
they will be conducted-who will be in
vited, of what the agenda will consist 
and any other matters on which it 
chooses to decide. . . . All differences 
within the movement should be settled 
politically- in debate and practice
not physically." 

Leon Trotsky: 

Stalinism and Bolshevism 
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John McCann in hospital after 
being beaten by PL-SDSers. 

tional statement to the meeting, giving 
a history of earller attacks by PLP and 
SDS. 

The Revolutionary Marxist Caucus 
of SDS made a statement atthe meeting 
repudiating the attack, and asked for 
an amendment noting that not all cau
cuses or members of SDS supported 
such attacks. The amendment which 
was accepted by the meeting said: "The 
Revolutionary Marxist Caucus of SDS 
repudiates gangster tactics within the 
movement and will support all defense 
efforts against violent attacks." 

During the discussion, John Craig 
emphasized how important united de
fense efforts were, describing how he 
and other union members recently 
helped protect a United Farm Workers 
organizer in the area at many meetings. 
All groups present agreed that the most 
effective way to stop such attacks was by 
involving other groups in the defense 
effort. 

The groups in attendence at the meet
ing were: the Bread and Roses Collec
tive at Boston University; the Beacon 
Hill Support Group; the Belmont Peace 
Action Council; Boston Women United; 
Charles St. Meeting House; Citizens for 
Participation Politics; Computer Profes
sionals for Peace; Draft Information 
Center; Female Liberation; Gay Liber
ation Front; Local P57 5 Amalgamated 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
North America, Packinghouse Workers 
Division, AFL-CIO; Mass. Strike; 
Mass. Lawyers Guild; North Shore 
Committee to End the War in Vietnam 
Now; Revolutionary Marxist Caucus of 
SDS; Revolutionary Youth Center; Stu
dent Mobilization Committee; Socialist 
Workers Party; Spartacist League; Vets 
for Peace; Vietnam Referendum '70; 
Workers Committee for a National 
Strike Against the War; Women's Inter
national League for Peace and Free
dom; Young Socialist Alliance. Also 
endorsing the statement was the Cam
bridge Phoenix, a local underground 
paper. 

BOSTON- During a press confer
ence held here May 28 at the Massa
chusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary where 
John McCann was hospitalized, Nobel 
Prize-winning Harvard biology profes
sor George Wald condemned the May 
24 attack on the SM C meeting. Others 
who participated in the press conference 
included John Craig, David Tedesco of 
Citizens for Participation Politics, and 
John Businger, an aide of the late 
Representative H. James Shea, Jr. 

Panther lawyers pres~ 

defense in N.Y. court 
By DERRICK MORRISON 

JUNE 2-Preliminary hearings in 
the trial of the New York Panther 
21 continue, with defense lawyers at
tempting to bar illegally obtained in
formation. The hearings concern 13 
members of the 21 framed by the Lind
say administration on charges of con
spiring to blow up department stores 
and police stations. 

The 21 Panthers were indicted and 
arrested on April 2, 1969. Guns seized 
in the raids on Panther homes were 
then used to indict the Panthers on 
even more extensive charges encom
passing the harboring of illegal wea
pons. Thus, even if a jury found the 
conspiracy theory weak, the district 
attorney's office could still get the Pan
thers on gun charges. 

For this reason, the defense lawyers 
are trying to establish thattheweapons 
were illegally seized and therefore 
should not be admitted as evidence. 
The illegal basis of the seizure is 
sought in methods the cops used to ob
tain their information. 

For example, defense counsels have 
made a motion to bar a gun as evi
dence against Joan Bird, a nursing 
student, who was in a car on Jan. 
17, 1969, when a purported shoot-out 
occurred between two men standing at 
the trunk of the car and the police. 
The two men escaped, but she was ar
rested and charged with possession of 
a gun found in the trunk of the car. 
She was subsequently taken to a police 
station and viciously beaten during 
questioning. Yet when called by de
fense lawyers for questioning, the po
lice denied having laid a hand on 
Joan. Despite pictures displaying a 
"mouse" under her eye and bruises on 
her face, all that Roland McKenzie, 
a Black cop, could say is that Joan 
must have bruised her eye on the 
steering wheel! 

The motion to suppress the rifle as 
evidence will be taken up by Judge 
John M. Murtagh at the end of the 
hearings. 

This week, Shaun Dubonnet, a police 

Black Panther Joan Bird after 
"questioning" by New York po
lice. 

agent who was a member of the Pan
ther Party is expected to take the stand. 
The D. A.'s office revealed that infor
mation supplied by Dubonnet was the 
basis in obtaining court permission to 
wiretap Panther telephones from Octo
ber, 1968, to March 15, 1969. Both 
the assistant D. A. and Dubonnet were 
called as witnesses by the defense. 

The defense maintains that no infor
mation obtained by wiretapping can 
be admitted into the trial because Du
bonnet has a history of mental illness. 
Dubonnet was also acting as a double
agent, a fact which the D. A.'s office 
itself learned from the wiretap. 

However, when this was discovered, 
in November of 1968, the D.A.'s of
fice continued to use Dubonnet's false 
information to reapply for permission 
to continue the wiretap. It is on this 
basis that the defense is moving to 
nullify all evidence procured from the 
tap. 

Israeli gov't apes Kremlin 
in handling of dissidents 

By ROBERT LANGSTON 
One of the Soviet bureaucrats' favor

ite methods of dealing with political 
dissidents is to consign them to mad
houses. The Zionist regime has appar
ently recognized the advantages of this 
method when dealing with opposi
tional Jews. It has been able to impri
son, torture and demolish the houses 
of Arabs pretty much at will without 
risking all too great a public outcry. 
But Jewish opponents of the Zionist 
regime pose a more ticklish problem 
in the racist Zionist state. 

Yair Avramscky, a research assis
tant in the department of economics at 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
refused, for reasons of conscience, to 
report for military service last month. 
He was promptly arrested and thrown 
into the Schneller Military Prison. He 
went on a hunger strike. He was then 
severely beaten, both by prison 
guards and by other inmates, who 
were incited by prison authorities. 

If he were an Arab, he would no 
doubt simply have been kept in pri
son, either without a trial or after a 
quick appearance before a military 
court, for as long as the military au
thorities felt it advisable. But the Zi
onist government couldn't risk such a 
simple, obvious denial of a Jew's dem
ocratic rights. So, Avramscky has 
now been committed to a mental hos-

pital. 
No one has been permitted to visit 

Avramscky, neither members of his 
family, nor his lawyer, nor representa
tives of the Israeli Association of Pa
cifists or of the Israel League for Hu
man and Civil Rights. 

The Avramscky case is reported in 
the first bulletin of the recently recon
stituted Israel League for Human and 
Civil Rights. The League has under
taken the project of documenting as 
precisely as possible the everyday vi
olations of elementary democratic 
rights perpetrated by the Zionist re
gime, especially of Palestinians in the 
occupied territories and of Arabs hold
ing Israeli citizenship, but also, in
creasingly, of Israeli Jews. The find
ings will be presented in a series of 
bulletins. 

On the Mideast 

By Peter Buch: 
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