£

""Our Programme expresses its concern over the fact that in recent years India
has been losing its position in Asian and African countries.' (P. Sundarayya-
et al.: 'Reply from Prison''; Calcutta 1965; p.15)

and in the fact that, in regard to the aggression of the Indian capitalist govern-
ment against the People's Republic of China (held by the leaders of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) to be'a socialist state'"), they could not bring themselves
to characterise the war as unjust on the side of India and Just on the part of the
People's Republic of China:

"While there is no question of our/fteeing the Chinese line',

' We were not and are not prepared to give, up oux view that the respon51b111ty.
for the Chinese offensive of OctoberL1962 should be shared also by the In-
dian ruling classes." (E.M.S.Namboodiripad: '"The Programme Explained"; Cal-
cutta; 1966 p.107-8). :

The essentially "centrist' stand of the rev151on15t leadership of the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) in 1964-5 may be seen from the following: -

. "The decision of the Tenali Convention of our Party, held in July 1964,:to
exclude the discussion on the questlons of international. debate when we met
in the all-India Party Congress came in for a good deal of criticism. ...

More than two years have passed since the Calcutta Congress of our Party
“adopted a special resolution postponlnﬁ the. dlscuss1on on the questions con- .
“cerning the international Communlst movement

We have not taken our stand elther ;n support of, or in opposition to, the
ideological- theoret1ca1 stand of the Chinese. Commun1st Party, it
The essence of the Committee's approach thus was that the open polem1c5 rwith-~
1n ‘the 1nternat1ona1 Communlst novement should be stopped kil
:The crux of the d1fference between our Party and the Danpeltes (1 e the Com-
‘munist Party of India - PB, MLOB). on ‘the problem. of Communist unity, there-
fore, amounts to a d1fference between partisanship on the one hand and earnest
attempts at resolving the differences on. the. other." (E.M.S. Namboor;rlpad
"The Programme Explained"; Calcutta; 1966; p.1 ,4,5.,6).

BELGIAN REVISIONISM

a) In the service of the alliance between Belgian monopoly capital and US
monopoly capital .

According to the revisionists in the leadershlp of the (old) Communist Party
of Belgium, the state in imperialist Belgium is, in principle, the machinery.of..
rule of the Belgium people as a whole:

cene

"It is therefore normal to put forward the demand that the State should show
itself useful in directing the economy which in fact it finances. It is nor-

mal that the country should fight in order that this State, by modifying it-
self democratically, should reflect in its activitics the aspirations of the

. Belgians and the interests of. .the country." (E.Burnelle: Report to National
" Conference of the Communist’ Party of Belglum December 1961, cited in: J.
Grippa: 'Marxisme-Leninisme et Revisionnisme'; Brussels; 1963: p 120),
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_ However, this principle has been distorted by the influence of the big mono-
polies, who have been able to convert the state into, .in effect, o
"the dictétorship“offthé<monopofiés”.J”(J.Blume:m "Forthcoming Congress of the
Communist Party of Belgium", in: = .'World Marxist Review', April 1960; p.62), :
.y ; I [ TR R 1. 1 i 5 el gl e Bl B B st
. However, say the Belgian revisionists, measures of natlonallsatlon~(w1th1n‘Q
the framework of a capitalist society). represent .. : ST F R A
"'stages in the transformation of capitalist society into socialist society."
(Draft Constitution of the Communist Party of Belgium, Article 1; cited in:
J. Grippa: 'MarxismecLeninisme et Revisionnisme'; Brussels; 1963; p.88).

Thus, the developmeni of éta;@?mdhdpol&.capité&ism in Belgium does not repre-
sent (as_Marxist-Leninists maintain) an. increase in the control of the state machine
by the monopolies, but is a reflection of

"the superigritxrdqmonst;ated;by the socialist system': (Draft Theses for the
“14th CongreSsﬁﬁf.thewCPB,,TheSis 64; cited in: J.Grippa: ibid.; p.88).

and of

"the growing power of the working class.movement'. . (Draft Theses for the 14ti
Congress of the CPB, Thesis 3; cited in: J.Grippa: ibid.; p. 87).

According to the revisionists:of the (old) Communist Party of Belgium there-
fore, imperialist Belgium is in "a transitional stage between capitalist society
and socialist society" - represented by state monopoly capitalism! Further pro-
gress towards socialism, (that is, towards further measures of nationalisation) is
being impeded by the influence. of the monopolies, so that the Party must strive to
organise a united front of all social forces whose interests are opposed to those
of the big monopolies (including, that is, non~monopoly :¢apitalists): <

"The Communist Party believes that the conditions for the formation of an
anti-monopolist front, combining together all .the forces threatened by the
power of the monopolies. It considers one of its. essential tasks to be the
formation of this front.'" (Draft Constitution.of the Communist Party of Bel-
gium, Article 1; cited in: . J.Grippa; ibid.; p.144).

The principal aim of this united front will be

""to modify the relation of forces in:the interior of the state, to modify the
structures of power and transform thecm into means of the control of the mono-
polies and the reduction of their power. ... - .. . o

This implies mass pressure continually exerted on the State and its organs."
(Draft Theses for the 14th Congress..of the CPB, Thesis 53; cited in: J.Grippa;

ibid.; p.121), .

in particular by means of mass lobbying of Memberééof Parliameﬁt,
"the methba which cén,brihg.Parliament:backjtoﬁiife"’("Drapeau Rouge', July’
28th, 1962; cited in: J.Grippai:ibid.; p.108). L L L

and wﬁich Wili;ﬁiiﬁg:éﬂout;;_fi -

T

"the liquidation of the'divoréesbéfween Parliament and the ‘working masses of
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Belgium.'" (Draft Theses for the 14th Congress of the CPB, Thesis 39; cited
in: J.Grippa; 1b1d ; p.109).

By these means, say the Belgian revisionists, the’ Belglan working class. can
advance to soc1a11sm peacefully,: by means of "democratlc structural reforms" of
the political system:

"The advance to socialism,.. 1mp11es the realisation of a series of structural
reforms which will constitute a broadening of democracy and will mark stages
on the road of the transformation of capitalist sociéty into socialist soci- .
ety:" (Draft Constitution of the Communist Party of Belgium, Article 1; cited
in: J.Grippa: bid.; p.144). s

!'The .Communist Party is working for a peaceful tran51t10n to soc1a115m for
-a revolution unaccompanied by the horrors of civil war." (E.Rurnellé:" L
"Forthcoming Congress of the Communist Party of Belgium", in: "World Marxist
Review'", April 1960; p.62).

In :accordance with its role of serving the interests of that section of
Belgian monopoly capital which wishes to maintain collaboration with and depen-
dence on United States imperialism, the revisionist leadership of the (old) Com-
munist Party of Belgium presented the leaders of US imperialism as 'men of peace"
who should be supported and collaborated with, and opposed the campa1gn for the
w1thdrawal of Belglum from NATO

‘ 2w “A!‘

Accordlnp to the revisionist leaders of the (01d) Communist Party of Belgium
in 1962-3,

"Kennedy represents one of the pr1nc1pa1 factors in the struggle for peace"

(J.Terfve:, Article in-!'Drapeau’ Rouge™; September 7th, 1962, erted»in o J.

Grippa: - -”Marx1sme Leninisme et Revisionnisme''; Brussels: 1 1963; p.18),
so that the party had to do everythlng p0551b1e _

S YUR TP e I A s Fasitin 2 )

"to strengthen the p051t10n of Kennedy” (JiTerfve: Article in: '"Drapeau

Rouge” February 4~ Sth 1963, c1ted 1n J Grlppa "1b1d H p 19)

The Draft Theses of the Central Gommlttee for thé’ 14th Congress of the (old)
Communist -Party of Belgium in 1963 'did: not once denounce US 1mper1a115m even Ln
words, while Thesis 37 declared:: : : _

"The Communist Party does not cons1der it yet p0551b1e to bring about the
withdrawalof Belgium:from:NATO." (Draft Theses of the CC of the CPB The51s
37, icited in: . J.Grippa; 'ibid.; p.19).

and a resolution of solidarity with Cuba passed by the Brussels Federal Bureau of
the party on November 6th, 1962 was denounced by the Central Commlttee as Vv

"contrary to the Party line." (Clted by J Crlppa ibid.; p. 33 34)

b) In the serv1ce of Belgian "natlonal” monOpoly capital

Some months after the reorganisation of the Communist Party of Belgium on an
"anti-revisionist" basis in December 11963, the party began to put forward the
policy of building a '"People's inited: Front", a cardinal point in the programme of
which should be "the struggle for the:national independence of' Belglum .
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This policy'is" not put forward in the book by Jacques: Grippa,:the:secretary
of the Central Committee of the reorganised Communist Party of Belgium, in which
the struggle against the revisionist leadership of the. (old) Communist; Party:of’

Belgium?ig‘désgxiﬁéﬂ;_lNo;;does it appear in. the "Programme of.Action! adopted by i
the reorganisation conference of the Communist Party of Belgium itself, as Summar- : '
ized in "Peking Review' of January 17th, .1964.

By the late.spring of 1964 however, .the Communist Party of :Belgium had:.
adopted’ the ''mational iﬁdépéndence"_poLicy@‘as was :stated by Grippa in his speech
at the Highet Party School of the Central Committee of the Communist.Party of
China in June 1964, - e CEG iR

In this speech Grippa emphasises the, contradictions between the ‘imperialists
of the countries dominated by US imperialism on the on¢ hand and the US imperialists

on the other: _ £ : . o by

""One of the principal aspects of the contradictions among thelimperialists
today is the contradiction between the different capitalist countries and
US imperialism. US-imperialism is still pursuing its plan of world.

tion;wqich;iﬁciudesﬁthg~pqlitica1,'pcqpomtgrﬂﬁdjmili@ary control’ df, oth

capitalist countries. skl

N G e : Cpie LmEnondng sl SBEFNE e B Akl dR e
Under such'conditions it is inevitable that these :contradictions should surge!;i-
up and grow bigger." (J.Grippa: Speech at Higher Party School of the CC
of the CPC, in "Peking Review!, June 26th, 1964;.p.17)..... . . .o

.\).;'.
He says correctly that

nit5isfn¢¢¢ssary iéipékg}hSef@f'tﬁé;céhiradiéyiéhg,éméﬂg the: imperialists. .
within the framework of realising our’ own.strategic:aimsi" .(J.Grippaz i,

J &

ibid.;'p.17)."

He goes on to say that Eh§§g_§pt§;-iﬁperiélist“cpntradictions - that is, the
conflict between the need of theIWestLguropeaq_imperialists to pursye;ian,.indepen-
dent colirse in their’éWﬁ;ingerest§J§nQ the opposite need of the:US. impeyialists:.
to control the policies of the West Eufopean imperialists in their interests - are
already manifesting themselves in a struggle on the part of the West European im-=
perialists for "national independence', for ''liberation from the US yoke.'" . In | :
other words, he déclarés that the''struggle for liberation from the US yoke," is a: i
policy which serves the interests of the West European imperialists:

"We ¢an note that these contradictions in action are .already taking on-the

aspect ‘of a struggle for national independence and for liberation from the :
US yoke." (J.Grippa: ibid.; p.17). ' '

i Fyie Il myoe o woee e b agf My £ Tl SR DL L
Héﬁtheﬁ’ébésfdﬁ.tpfspx;that{ﬁhgrieadership of the reqrganised Communist. Party
of Belgium consider that the party should, in effect, be placed at the disposal
of the Belgian,ﬁnational"_imperialists, i.e., of that section of Belgian monopoly
capital which is $triving for liberation from the US yoke, and that the party
should urge the working %1@§§“F° form an alliance with this section of Belgian
monopoly capital: g Sy S S T

- ] i ier SR AT S Tad NAE el
"We consider that our course of action should be. one of struggle: for nation- i
al ipdgpepdehce,_;,{byﬁfbrming;;he widest possible alliances, including even: ;
alliances with certain capitalist strata whose interests. are opposed to USi: .,

imperialism."" (J.Grippa: -ibid.; p:17)+
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' Thus, within a few months of the reorganisation of the Communist Party of
Belgium on an "anti-revisionist' basis, the leadership had set the party on-a new
revisionist course. Inopposition to the révisionist leadership of the (old) Com-
munist Party of Belgium, whiely had piaced thie party at the disposal of that sec-
tion of the Belgian imperialists which favoéured continued collaboration with and
subservience to US imperialism; the leadership of the reorganised party had placed
it at the disposal of that section of the Bélgian 1mper1a115t< which favoured the
liberation of imperialist Belgium from the yoke of US monopoly ‘capital,

Faced with the ‘objections of Marxist-Leninists that this course of str1v1ng
to persuade ‘the working class to ally itself with a section of its exp101t1ng
ruling class: amounted to:'class collaboration and social-chauvinism, the leader-
ship of the reorganised party modified the formulation put forward by Grippa in
Peking. :Under this new formulation, which has been maintained since, the "Belgian'
imperialists (the adjective came to be written in inverted commas) dlsappeared
from the scene except as mere agents and puppets of US imperialism:

"The 'Belgian' financial oligarchy...had deliberately chosen...to become a
bourgeoisie of banking and sub-contractors, putting its icapital at the dis-
:posal of yankee flnance capital and llterally selllng out the country to it.

Its pollcy of natlonal tredson manifests 1t<e]f by p011t1ca1 sprv1tude,
economic colbnlsatlon and the military -occupation of the' country by American
1mper1a115m ' ("Balance: Sheét and Perspectlves of the Workers' Struggle"
in: '"La Voix du Peuple', May 1lst 1969; p.2) .

Despite ‘the mysterious '"disappearance of the '"capitalist strata whose inter-
ests are opposed to US imperialism', to which Grippa referred in his 1964 speech
in Peking, the ‘leadership of the (reoroanlsed) Communist Party of Belgium contin-
ued to speak of '"the increasing contradlctlon% beuween the West Furope?n 1mper
ialists- and the US 1mper1a115ts"

"Stalin in "The Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR'' (1952) had al-

‘ready drawn dttention to the importance of the sharpening of inter-imper-

ialist contrad1ct1ons, espec1a11y between the USA ‘and the countries of West-

ern Europe.' (Letter from J.Grippa, Secretary of the CC' of the CPB, to ‘the
“{Marx1st Lenlnlst Organlsatlon of Brltaln, June 7th, 1969)

In a memorandum to’ the Commun1st Party of Belgium dated June 17th 1969 (sent
in’ c1rcumstances to' be recounted later in this Report), the Political Bureau of
the Central Gbmmlttee of the Marx1st Lenlnlct Organlsatlon of Brltaln stated

"An essent1a1 pr1nc1p1e of Marxism-Leninism is that the world is: not:static,
but in process of continual change. A Marxist-Leninist anzlysis of the world
situation must therefore not only see the world in its ‘development, but must
from time to time be brought:into line with the changes that are occurring.
In our view the conception you put forward of the West Eyropean imperialists
as subordinate accompllces of Unlted Stdates ' imperialism is geénerally true
for the’ period 1945 to ¢.1958,. At“the same time, we feel that it needs to
be made clear ‘that the pOlle of ‘nationai treason' pursued by the West
European imperialists during this period was in no way due to any desire on
their part to liquidate ‘théir imperialist exploitation in favour of Americnn
monopoly capital, but was: dictated by the’ post-war- situation in which the
weakness of thé developed’ capitalist states of Western Europe made it
necessary for their ruling classes to adopt - in defence of their own inter-
ests as imperialists - a position of dependence upon Washington.
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There can, :of course, be no doubt that the US imperialists have been taking

- advantage.of this 51tuat10n to penctrate ithe economies of Western Europe w1fh
...poods and .capital, and to wrest certain :spheres of influence from thé West :
European 1mperialists These factors have led to the development of ‘incregs-.
ing contradictions between US imperialism ‘and the ‘imperialist states of West-
ern Europe, as you say in para 1 of your proposed amendment. These increasing
contradictions- reflect an increasing conflict of interest between 'the US ‘and -
West European imperialists.,

- But if there is an increasing conflict of interest between US imperialisin and
the West European imperialist states, if the interests of the West European
1mperlalists are sufferlng as a result of their subordination to US imperi-:
calism, it is inevitable that they will wish to break free from this subordi-
.;pation in their own imperialist interests. It is also inevitable that they
'will endeavour to put this wish into effect, that they will endeavour: to
break free from US demination when favourable circumstances permit. S

It seems to us, with respect, that your proposed amendment is illogical in
_.stating that there are increasing inter-imperialist contradictions between

;, the US imperialists and those of Western Europe (that'is to say, ‘that there

is an increasing conflict of interest between them) and that the interests

of the West European imperialists are suffering as a:result of US demination
:and yet denying by implication. that the West European: imperialists must there»
fore wish to break free from {US damination and must endeavour to do SO when
favourable circumstances permit.- A

In this connection we. ask -you to allow us to raise 'a fraternal .criticism of
-, your slogan calling for.'national independence's :for Belgium.. In our view
-:-this slogan: cannot be correct for an imperialist c¢ountry such as Belgiun,:
.-in..conditions where this country is under the dom1natJon of. another 1mperpta ‘
ialist state - in this case the United States. : » - Tl

.We realise that,this slogan is presented as directed against the Belgian im-
perialists, in that these are described as functioning as mere managers for
.the: US imperialists, as .'national traitors' with no interests apart: fromi
.thase of;serving US imperialism.. But we. believe it: is noticorrect to speak
of the imperialists of the Western: European states in this way. Such a de-
cription is, we feel, irreconcilable with the statement in para. 1 of your
;proposed: amendment .which speaks of increasing contradictions (that is to say,
-.an ingreasing conflict of interest) between the US imperialists and: those of :
Western Europe,: for if: the latter were mere managers: for the US imperialists.::
with no interests apart from those of serving US 1mper1a115m there would he
no: such increasing conflictof interest. Pavie.n L N

But since there is such a confllct of 1nterest between the US 1mper1a115ts
and those of Western Europe, a:-conflict of interest which the West:European
imperialists cannot but try to solve by pursuing an independent:course in
their own imperialist interests, must it not be said that for:Marxist-Lenin-
ists.in a West European imperialist country to adopt the slogan of;!national
independence' for that country is; in e2ffec*; to support the.imperialists of
. that . country in their. contradictions i with: those of the US?: -Is not:the:slogan
of 'national independence' in a situation;where one's:own;imperialist:coun-
try is: involved in inter-imperialist contradictions .with: another.equivalent
to the slogan 'defence of the fatherland':in a more violent: 1nter—1mper1a11 2t
confllct” - L e = % RV i

We must say, with feSpeet but sincerely, that we believe that the s1ogan
calling for 'national independence', while correct for a non-imperialist
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country under the domination: of an'imperialist power, ‘is incorrect for an
imperialist country under the domination of another imperialist power), in
~that it has the effect not of mobilising one's working people against imper;“'
~+ialism but ‘of mobilising them to the support of 'one's own' 1mper1allsts in
" stheir inter-imperialist contradictions with foreign imperialists." (Memor- -
andum of PB of CC of the MLOB to the Communist Party of Belgium Jufie 17th,
1969) .

‘ R R T SRS ;

dAlthough pursulng thls revisionist policy: from 1964 to the present: t1me, the B
leadership of the (reorganised) Communist Party of Belgium may be said to have' "
entered the international camp of ''centrist' reyvisionism only in 1967-8, when the
party began to publish broadly correct analyses'of Chinese 'left" revisionssm
leading gradually to am exposure of the counteritrevolutiondry character of the so-
called "cultural revolution' in China. By this time 1nternat1ona1 "centrist! re-
visionism had- entered the second phase of its development 'so ‘that the political
positions of the CPB after 1967-8 will be discussed in the ‘neXt part of the Rcﬁdrt
which+deals with: thla second phase of "centrlst" rev1szon15m '

- woe o 'REVISIONIST TENDENCIES IN' THE LEADERSHIP
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA 1959-1966

Having establlehnd the fact *hat +the basic policies of such part1es as the
Communist Party of Japan and the (reorganised) Communist Party of Belgium were
revisionist and served the interest of 'national" monopoly capital in the coun-
tries concerned, it is necessary to ask how these policies came to be publicly
accepted as "Marxlst-Lenlnlst" by the leadershlp of the Communlst Party of China:

"Peng Chen in: hlS speech halled the Japanese Communist Party as a glorious
Marxist-Leninist Party, as the defender of the 1ntere5ts of the Japanese

work1np class and the Japanese people. He' sa1d'
i

'Holding aloft the banner of opp051t10n to US imperialism and striving
for national independence, holding aloft the banner of revolution, the
great and heroic Communist Party of Japan...is worthy of the name of

a firm'and highly militant vanguard of the proletariat.'"’ ('Rousing
Welcome for Japanhese Communmst Party Delegatlon" in: ' "Peking Review",
April 1st, 1066 p-7-8); Rk i

In the Report of the Central Committée of thée MLOB on the Situation in’the
People's Republic of China ‘'of January 1968, we said that durlng the perlod 1959~
1966 -the leadership of the Communist Party of ‘China ‘was one’

“Myith the Marxist-Leninists in the ascendancy.' (Report of the Central Com-
mittee of the MLOB on the Situation in the People'’ s Repub11c of Chlna,_in'
"Red Front", January 1968 p.9). J

“We cannot know at present the details of the internal polltlcal ‘struggles
within the leadership of the Communist Party of -China; but from the ‘evidence
available 1t would appear that 1t was 1n the late 19505 that certaln leadlng com-

rades A,

oy 2 [= Y PR . o, o
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"were forced to realise by these developments that before effective action’
could be taken in the direction of ousting tlhe representatives of the cap-

- italist cldss from the new-democratic state and so opening the way to social-
ism in China, they were compelled to’ wage an' inneér-party 'struggle against: the
revisionist faction headed by Mao tse-Tung." (ibid.; p.9).
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