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Introduction

A profound social transformation is underway in
Eritrea, a transformation that has been the fruit of the |
hard struggle and immense sacrifice of the heroic masses |
and gallant freedom fighters of Eritrea during the last
15 years. Today, with over 95% of Eritrea in the hands of
the liberation forces; .the final demise of the Ethiopian
forces of colonial aggression and their imperialist-
zionist sponsors is within sight, Despite these great
achievements of the Eritrean revolution at home in the
battlefield as well as on the political and organizational
fronts, the progressive world has not been fully aware of
these developments. Indeed, the lack of correct interna-
tional publicity has been the weakest aspect of the Erit-
Tean armed revolution.

When the armed struggle broke out in 1961, its leader-
ship was usurped by a reactionary clique, the Supreme
Council of the E.L.F., residing abroad. A protracted and
bitter struggle between the masses of democratic combatants
and the opportunist line and leadership of the E.L.F. cul-
minated in the formation of the E.P.L.F. in 1970. This
represented the rebirth of the Eritrean struggle for nat-
ional independence and democracy on a new revolutionary
basis. However, the Osman Saleh Sabbe faction of the ex-
Supreme Council managed to form an alliance with the
E.P.L.F., becoming its Foreign Mission in 1972.

Ever since, it has been bitterly opposing the steady
consolidation of the E.P.L.F.'s revelutionary line at home
and its dissemination abroad. True to. its reactionary
nature, it has been peddling erroneous propaganda, often
distorting the true anti-imperialist nature of the Eritrean
revolution and making or proposing opportunist contacts
and deals in its name. It has fought the consolidation of
the Eritrean revolution's principled relations with its
natural allies in the progressive world. In short, for
more than three years, it waged a stubborn campaign to
impose its reactionary line over the E.P.L.F. When it
became starkly clear that its reactionary line had no
place in the E.P.L.F. and that all its opportunist manue -
vers were doomed, it terminated its relations with the
E.P.L.F. in March 1976. Since then, it has been engaged
in a frenzied effort to organize a reactionary force.

It is against this background, then, that E.F.L.N.A.
presents this issue. E.F.L.N.A. fully concurs with the
E.P.L.F.'s view that the departure of the ex-Foreign
Mission is a great victory for the Eritrean revolution
in general and its vanguard in particular. The door has
been flung wide open for the genuine eche of the Eritrean
revolution to reverberate on the international arena. The
E.P.L.F. has set up a provisional delegation entrusted
with facilitating and further developing this process.
E.F.L.N.A. appeals to all revolutionary and demccratic
forces to intensify their support of the Eritrean revolution

by condemning the reactionary clique and standing by the
E.P.L.F. vanguard. ’




Reactionary Clique Digs
Its Own Grave !

~ The EPLF, in a memorandum issued on March 285, 1976
announced that its Foreign Mission had resigned on March
23, 1976 and terminated its relationship with the EPLF .
The memorandum declares that the ex-Foreign Mission no
longer represents nor has it any right to speak on behalf
of the EPLF, The memorandum further points that "the
EPLF regards the resignation of the Foreign Mission as
an inestimably wvaluable gain."

Who are the members of the ex-foreign Mission?
What interests do they represent? What is the signi-
ficance of the termination of their relationship with
the EPLF? To answer these questions, it is necessary
to analyze briefly the development of the Eritrean
struggle and in particular its armed phase.

The valiant Eritrean people have never relaxed
their persistent struggle against social oppression and
foreign aggression. For many years, this struggle took
the form of localized rebellion lacking in national
coordination, In the 1940's political parties were
formed and the struggle took an organized national form.
In this way, the Eritrean people vigorously resisted
colonialism, imperialism and their treacherous lackeys.

The Eritrean people's organized rasistance was the
target of fascistic repression, 1In March 1958, when
Eritrean workers, supported by the broad masses, carried
out a general strike in protest of the colonial oppre-
sion and suppression of feudal Ethiopia, Ethiopian
soldiers brutally murdered and wounded about 550 of them.
Thereafter, Eritrean patriots founded the underground
Eritrean Liberation Movement (ELM) to prepare for armed
resistance,

The ELM struggled to foster national consciousness
and unity among the entire Eritrean people by combatting
the spirit of division and discord socwn by successive
colonial oppressors. Although it achieved remarkable
success in this task, the ELM did not grasp the necessity
of protracted people's war and became increasingly pre-
occupied with individual acts of terrorism, This poli-
ticgl weakness of the organization, coupled with the
Ethiopian regime's brutal suppression, imprisonment,
assassinztion or exiling of its leading activists led
rirtual disintegration,
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Having learned from bitter experience that it was
impossible to attain freedom through peacsful struggle,
the Eritrean people launched armed uprising in the
countryside in 1961. This armed rsebellion opened a
neuw chapter in the history of the Eritrean people's
struggle., Howsever, even though it received the whole-
hearted support and the enthusiastic participation of
the masses, the armed uprising lacked organized leader-
ship and a definits program. Taking advantage of the
situation, exiled Eritrean nationalists assembled to
establish the Eritrean Liberation Front and appointed
themselves as the Supreme Council.*

The Supreme Council was the repository of the
power of the feudalists and the right wing of the
Eritrean petty bourgeoisie. 1Its members did not have
direct experience in the long years of natiocnal poli-
tical resistance nor a correct undsrstanding of the
objective and subjective conditions of the Eritrean
socisty. Their nationalist and revolutionary perspec-
tive was extremely limited, They wanted to kick out
the Ethiopian occupationists, only to replace them
with Eritrean oppressors and exploitors,

In order to safeguard their class interests and
consolidate their leadership positions, members of the
Suprema Council fanned and antagonized the secondary
contradictions inherent in backward Eritrean society,
In 1965, they split the ELF into five virtually auto-
nomous divisions along religious and tribal lines, so
each "leader" could have a fiefdom over fighters from
his tribe, Intense power struggle developed as each
"leader" attempted to strengthen his fiefdom at ths
expenss of the others. B8y supplying and arming certain
divisions well and depriving the others of adequate
provisions, they sowed competition, rivalry and discord
among the divisions.

_The Supreme Council and its puppets in the fisld
committed enormous crimes and injustices against the

*
The principal members of the Supreme Council were:
Idris M, Adem (President), Tedla Bairu (later becama
Yics President), Idris Gelaldewos (Military Commander)
Osman S, Sabbe (Secretary-General) '
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Eritrean people and combatants. A great many patrictic

fighters who opposed their reactionary policies were

liquidated, Many peasants wers massacred, their villages

burnt and their livestock expreopriated., By plundering

the Eritrean people in this way, the ELF bosses acquired |
private wealth and invested their accumulated capital

in the Sudan, The civil war which ravaged the Eritrean |
revolution for almost three ysars {(1972-74) can be

explained as the culmination of the murderous, divisive

and liquidationist practices of the opportunist leader-

ship of the ELF. '

Abroad, especially in the middie East, the Supreme
Council distorted the progressive anti-colonial, anti-
imperialist and anti-zionist line of the Eritrean struggle
and peddled slanderous and reactionary publiecity. They
went to the extent of declaring, "We are not against the
Americans or their interests in Eritrea. We have never
damaged American interests. We never intend to do so."
(0sman S, Sabbe, guoted in Christian Science Monitor, May
28, 1963}, And thi in spite of the fact that U.5. impe-
rialism maintains a military base and substantial economic
interests in Eritrea and suppliss the arms that the
Ethiopian occupationists use to massacre the Eritrean
masses,

Progressive fighters, waged courageous and persis-
tent struopgle to change the then prevailing non-revolu-
tionary practies in the field as well as abroad. This
intense internal struggle culminated in the convening
of the "Ansaba Conference" in September 1968 which ssta-
blished the unity of three of the five divisions of the
Front, At the "Adobaha Conference" in August 1969, the
two remaining divisions agreed to join tha three that
wers already united, The "Gensral Command" was establish-
ed as the provisional military leadership of the Front
in the Figeld., However, as the General Command was domi-
nated by the reactionary forces, it immediately set out
to suppress all opposition to the Front's reactionary
line and practice. In violation of the resolutions of
the Adobaha Conference, it put six members of the Genaral
Command in jail, liquidated about 300 patriotic combatants
and terrorized the people. Sharp and acute contradictions
convulsed the Eritrean revolution as the people and
fighters fell victim to white terror. At this juncture,
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many proqgressive fighters, determined to guarantee their
survival in order to defend and advance the revolution,
rejected the reactionary line and leadership of the LLF,
saparated from the fascistic administration of the
General Command, and established the Eritrean Peoples
Liberation Forces (EPLF) in 1970.

Simultaneous with these developments in the field,
the long simmering powér struggle within the Supreme
Council intensified and resulted in its split. One
faction, rstained the old name while the opposing faction
called itself the "General Segretariat" of the ELF and
condemned the fascist practices of the General Command
in the field. H#y disassociating itself from the unpopular
action of the Gensral Command and through its extensive
contacts with the supporters of the Eritrean revolution,
the General Secretariat hoped to gain a foothold and
wield decisive influence in the EPLF, The progressive
fighters who formed the EPLF were clear on the naturs
of the General Secretariat, However, as the EPLF was in
a transitional stage, ie. in the process of consolidating
its internal unity and defending itself from the savage
attacks of the Ethiopian regime and the liguidationist
attempts of the General Command, it established a tactical
alliance with the General Secretariat, In February 1972,
the Lenaral Secretariat changed its name te the Foreign
Mission and agreed to work as the representative of the
EPLF abroad.

From the becinnino of its association with the EPLF, -
the ex-Foreign Mission, led by its Secretary General,
the notorious opportunist Osman S, Sabbe {(who was also
the Secretary General of the Supreme Council), fought
tooth and nail the development of the revolutionary line
in the EPLF., It strove to create a basis for its line
among the fighters by exploiting secondary contradictions,
It opposed the extensive politicization of the masses
and the dissemination of revolutionmary theery. It supp-
ressed the revolutionary journals published in the Ffield
and instead put out its own publications (eg. "The Eritrean
Review") which disterted the consistently anti-imperialist
line of the EPLF, It obstructed the establishment of
close links with socialist countries and the natienal
liberation movements.

The EPLF fought the reactionary moves of the ex-
Foreign Mission by steadfastly struggling to consolidate
its revolutionary line and intermal unity, The EPLF
directed its primary efforts at 'developing among its
fiohters progressive national cansciousness, free from
all backward religious and regional sentiments. It
persisted in mobilizing and organizing the messes and
strove to bring about the principled and genuine uriity
of the forces of the Eritrean revolution.

As the EPLF consplidated its unity, strengthened its
links with the masses and its progressive line gained
widespread acceptance, the Foreign Mission began to move
frantically to safeguard its position. Immediately
after the 1974 military takeover in Ethiopia, the Foreign
Mission posing as the leadership of the Eritrean Revolu-
tion, expressed its readiness to negotiate with the
Ethiopian fascist junta a "peaceful solution™ to the
Eritrean question. The EPLF immediately issued a
strong condemnation of the Foreign Mission's political
dealings and treachery and unequivocally asserted that
"the force that is waging a determined armed struggle
inside Eritrea is the sole representative of the Eritrean
people on any issue, whether it is of minor or major
significance",

The Foreign Mission was undeterrsd. In September
1975, it signed a sham and unprincipled merger agreement,
the "Khartoum Agreement™ with the Revolutionary Council
(leadership of the ELF) without the approval and in
opposition to the principled stand of the EPLF leadership.
Fven though the EPLF rejected the Khartoum Agreement,
the Foreign Mission and the Revolutionary Council formed
a joint committee that has been touring friendly countries
claiming that the two fronts "have been united". Further-
more, in order te subdue the EPLF, the Foreign Mission
stopped sending arms and supplies to the field.

All these steps were taken by the former Foréign
Mission to assert its "power" and impose its reactionary
line on the EPLF. The clique shamelessly used the
weapons and supplies received from friends of the revolu-
tion in an attempt to blackmail the EPLF into acquiesing
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in its reactionary demands, 1In particular, the Foreign
Mission wanted to imposa on the EPLF the Khartoum
Agreement - a "unity" agreement that was negotiated
behind the backs of the fighters and masses and which
serves the interests of the reactionaries. The EPLF
refused to bow down to any blackmail or pressure. It
persisted in its efforts to create the necessary condi-
tions for principled and genuine national unity, Uphold-
ing the principle of self-rsliance, it put its faith in
the revolutionary energy and resourcefulness of the
combative masses and stepped up its armed struggle
against the fascist junta and its imperialist—éiunist
masters,

In March 1976, a meeting was held in Khartoum
between the Foreign Mission and an EPLF delegation to
resolve the sharpening contradictions. In this meeing,
the Foreign Mission rigidly insisted that the EPLF must
accept the Khartoum Agreement as a precendition for
C9ntinued relationship. The EFLF took a flexible but
firm principled positiom and attempted to avert the
severance of relations, Although it would not compro-
mise its principles by accepting the Khartoun Agreement
it proposed that the differences be resolved in an Urga:
nizatiopal congress., However, as the Foreign Mission knew
that its opportunitst line had no place in the EPLF and
ygutd ge tzoiiughly defeated in an organizational congress,
i endere s resignation and i i i
LA o q severed its relationship

Although it has severed its relationshp with the
EPLF, the ex Foreign Mission has refused to hand-over
to the EPLF property {(arms, monesy, medicines, etc.) that
has besn raised in the name of the struggling Eritrean
people. Worse still the ex Foreign Mission continues to
pose as the leadership and representative of the EPLF and
gnnduct political activities and diplomatic contacts in
its name, .The former Foreign Mission is waging a despa-
rate campaign against the EPLF, slandering it as being
opposed to "national unity" and striving to sow dissension
discord and splits in the EPLF, It is exploiting back-
ward tribal and religicus sentiments and spending thou-
sands of dollars in an attempt to organize a reaﬁtinnary
Force of notorious opportunists, renegades and duped
elements,

- -

The history of the Eritrean revolution clearly shouws
that there has been an incessant struggle between the
progressive and reactionary forces in the national libe-
ration movement. The Eritrean revolution is a national
democratic revolution and as such unites all patriots
against Ethiopian colonialism and its imperialist over-
lords, It is extremely difficult to achieve national
independence without the solid unity of the Eritrean
masses, MNeverthelgss the patriotic front is composed
of different classes with different class interests and
outlook. Thus, the Eritrean revolution must wage two
kinds of strungle, Since the primary contradiction, at
this stage, is between the popular masses and Ethiopian
colonial occupation, the entire Eritrean people are wag-
ing heroic armed strugole to resolve this contradiction.
At the same time, internpal struggles are being waged
to determine which line predominates and which class
interest is given primacy. This struggle is extremely
important for if the revolution is led by a correct
line based on proletarian ideclogy, genuine independence
and the liberation of the masses are assured, On the
other hand, if the reactionaries and their line gain
hegemony, the national democratic revolution cannot be
consummated and, in the £nal analysis, the masses
merely exchange one set of oppressars for another.

The struggle that has been going on between the EPLF
and the ex Foreign Mission can enly be understood when
viewed in this context. 0n the one hand, the EPLF is
a progressive, democratic front fighting on the basis
of self-reliance for the salvation and interests of the
massas. On the other hand, the ex Foreign Mission is a
clique of opportunists more interested in securing their
reactionary class interests than in the liberation of
the masses. Even though it had formed atactical allinace
with the EPLF (from 1970 to March 1976}, the Osman Sabbe
clique is inseparable from the ELF overlords who since

1961 have caused tremendous harm to the Eritrean revolution,

No wonder, therefore, that the EPLF's progressive
line has been sharply conflicting with the reactionary
line of the ex Foreign Missien. MNevertheless, the LPLF
skillfully managed to maintain its tactical alliance
with the Foreign Mission until its survival and consoli-
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dation were assured. Although it made the necessary
compromises, it never bartered its principles for
short-term gains., Consistent with this, it opted to

sever its relationship with the Foreign NMission and

carry the bruden of the temporary hardships (resulting
from the Foreign Mission's illegal withholding of supplies
and arms) rather than compromise its principles.

In its slander campaign against the EPLF, the ex
Foreign Mission has peddled thelie that the severance
of relations came about because the EPLF is opposed to
nationgdl unity, There is nothing further From the
truth as the EPLF belisves that the unity of the forces
of the Eritrean revolution is the primary basis and
the guarantee for victery., The £PLF's stand on national
unity has been clear and distinct from its formation. It
has exerted tremendous effort and made great sacrifics
for the sake of natiopal unity. UWhen the leadership of
the ELF, using the cover of the first "nationmal congress™
unleashed the ligquidationist ecivil war, the EPLF put
forward the slogan "all our guns against colonialism,
democratic dialogue to resolve secondary contradictions™.
It waged a tireless political campaign to bring the
civil war to an end by educating the masses of the comba-
tants and people. After the cessation of the civil war
in November 1974 which came about as a result of the
afforts of the people and fighters, the EFLF has taken
concrete measures to advance the principled unity of the
patriotic forces.

Thus, the central point of contention between the
EPLF and the ex Foreign Mission is not the unity of the
Eritrean revolution but the ways and means of its realiza-
tion., It is inevitable that there be different views and
methods of bringing about national unity, serving different
interests. Howsever, there is only one view and one method
that can bring faorth genuine principled unity that serves
the interests of the Eritrean masses., This principled
and durable unity can only be based on the objective
conditions of the Eritrean Revolution and cannot be imposed

s P

by external pressure. It can only come about with the
active and canscious participation of the masses and
combatants. Any "unity" agreement cencluded behind the
hacks of the masses by a few self-styled "leaders" and
their collaborateors is only a reactionary conspiracy

that obstructs genuine national unity and serves the
interests of the opportunists. The Khartoum unity agree-
ment is such an agreement and it was precisely for this
reason that it hag been rejected and condemned,

The ex Foreign Mission resigned from the EPLF
because it could not impase the Khartoum agreement on
the EPLF. The sharp contradiction between the ERLF
and ex Foreign Mission on the Khartoum agreement emana-
ted from their contradictory political line whaose reso-
lution bears decisive singnificance to the present and
future of the Eritresn Revolution., The resignation of
the ex Foreign Mission shows that the revolutionary line,
the line that represents the interests of the toiling
masses has gained the upper hand in the EPLF, making it
uncomfortable for reactionaries and opportunists to
remain in the ranks and forcing them to jump out. The
experiesnce of the national liberation movements shows
that the forward march and deepening of the revolution
inevitably sharpens the class struggle in the organiza-
tions leading the struggle, forcing out those elements
who stand opposed to the interests of the toiling masses
and the radical transformation of the oppressive society.
Thisis the essence of the resignation of Osman Saleh
Sabbe and his clique of rightist and opportunist elements,

The elimination of the reactionary force of the
ex Fereign Mission is thus a great victory for the pro-
noressive forces of the Eritrean Revolution. The reaction-
ary clique, which for a decade and half has been fanning
and and antagonizing secondary contradictions to protect
and consolidate its class interests, has been swept away.
The struogle for the establishment of genuins and princi-
pled national unity is bound to be accelerated. The pro-
gressive forces and in particular the EPLF can now wage
the struggle at home and abroad in a consistently revolu-
tionary manner, On the international scene, this gives
them the opportunity to correctly publicize the just
struggle of the Eritrean people and establish close links
with the socialist and democratic forces.
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It is trus that just as in the case of a surgical
operation of a decaying part of one's bedy, the expulsion
of the reactionary ex Foreign Mission from the ranks
of the revolution entails temporary hardships and diffi-
culties, Moreover the opportunist clique will not refrain
from but will, on the contrary, step up its divisive
maneuvers and reactionary propaganda,

However, the reactionary clique will come to no
good end. The combatants of the two fronts and the
combative masses are resolutely resisting and will defi-
nitely frustrate its treacherous maneuvers, The EFLF
will undoubtedly persist in its correct line, stsp up
its efforts to bring about principled natiopal unity
and mobilize and organize the masses. Revolutionary
experience clearly confirms that this new development
is bound to consolidate the unity of the revolutionary
forces, raise the class consciousness of the masses and
assure the inevitable victory of the Eritrean Revolution.

The Sabbe Clique and its reactionary politics are
bound te end up in the garbage heap of history!)
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HAIL THE DEPARTURE OF THE
REACTIONARY CLIQUE!

EFINA'S STATEMENT ON THE RESIGNATION OF

THE FORFIGN MISSTON

The Eritrean people -are struggling with great determination
and self-sacrifice to wipe out colonialism and all forms of oppres-
sion and to build, on their ruins, a new, just, posperous and peace-
ful society. Under the leadership of the Eritrean People's Liberation
Forces (EPIF) the Eritrean struggle is persisting on the road of
self-reliance, consolidabing its internal unity, overcoming all con-
spiracies of the enemy and internal reaction, and strengthening its
international solidarity; thus, it is bound to be victorious.

The development of any national movement, like that of society
itself, unfolds through the resolution of its internal contradictions.
Tn a national democratic revolution, all patriotic forces unite and
wage armed struggle against colonialism, imperialism and feudalism in
order to solve the principal contradiction. At the same time, an
internal struggle is waged within the patriotic front to resclve sec-
ondary contradictions. In any national movement, as the revolutionary
vanguard gains strength and its correct line gains the upperhand, the
class struggle between the progressive and reactionary forces intensi-
fies. As they sce thelr power wane, their future interest threatened
and their dreams coming to an end, the reactionary forces begin to move
frantically to reassert their power and secure their position. If their
efforts meet with failure, they actively work Lo obstruct and prevent
the revolubtion from advancing forward. At this juncture, they are
even prepared to ally themselves with the enmemy in order to safeguard
their selfish interest. Thus, the expulsion of such a reactionary
group from the revolution is welcome. It not only saves the revolution
from dangerous consequences but also helps it to make forward strides.
It enahles the reveclutionary forces to strengthen and consolidate their
unity and raise the class consciousness of the masses. It assures the
revolution of its inevitable final victory. This is a truth borne out
by world revelutionary expericnce.

On March 23, 1976, the Foreign Mission of the EPLF resigned and
broke off its relations with the EPLF. The ex-Foreign Mission's move
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@x-Foreign Mission's move was sparked off by the EPLF'S
refusal to accept the Khartoum Agreement. On the basis

aof its correct and principled stand on national unity,

the EPLF had rejected the Khartoum "Unity" Agreemsnt, an
agreement that was designed to protect the interssts of
reactionaries and opportunists and was concluded because
of outside pressure. In order to hide this truth and
create confusion, the ex-Foreign Missicn issued a decla=-
ration on March 25, 1976 in which it states that it sever-
gd its relationship because the EPLF has ignored the
people's desire fer unity and does not have a clear stand
on how to achieve national unity, It further states that,
out of its deep concern for the revolution and in order to
avoid further schisms and splits, it will withhold all

the EPLF property (arms, money, food, medical and other
supplies) under its possession, ( As if this is not
enough, the former Foreign Mission together with a hand-
ful of Eritrean reactionaries continues to pose as the
representative of the EPLF and make political dsals in

its name.)

Today, the EPLF is shouldering a heavy revolutionary
responsibility. It is waging the revolutionary struggle
throughout the country, It is tirelessly working to bring
ahout principled national unity, mobilize and
politicize the masses, and protect the people from the
enemy, especially those hundreds of thousands of displaced
people under its shelter. It is striving hard to find
short-term and long-term solution to the problems of the
refugses in the Sudan, On the other hand, Ethiopian colo-
nialism, failing to stem the revolutionary tide has in des-
peration turned its guns, bayonets, bombs etc. against the
civilian population and is conducting a genocidal war,
Precisely at the time, when it should step up its propa-
panda work and diplematic offensive to expose and foil the
enemy's fascistic designs and aim, increase material,
politieal and moral support for the revelution, the for-
mer Foreign Mission has resigned from its responsibility
and has withheld arms, money and supplies collected in
the name of the Eritrean people and the EPLF. Thus, the ex-
Foreign Mission has objectively collaborated with the
enemy's designs to crush the Eritrean revelution and
exterminate its people., As if this is not enough, the ©€x-
Foreign Mission is squandering the people's money and
exploiting backward sentiments in its attempt to slander
the EPLF and organize a reactionary force. Further, in
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an attempt to strangle the EPLF, the former Foreign

Mission has continued its political activities and diplo-
matic contacts, still posing as the official representative
of the EPLF,

This is not the first time that certain members of the
ex Foreign Mission have engaged in reactionary conspiracies
designed to protect their class interest. The notorious
opportunist Osman Saleh Sabbe and his reactionary cligue
have committed numerous crimes against the Eritrsan Revolu=-
tion and and our struggling people. As members of the
Supreme Council (1961-69), they enflamed secondary contra=-
dictions and caused schisms and divisions among the masses
and the fighters (leading to the liquidation of several
hundreds of freedom fighters.) On the international arena,
they falsified the nature of the Eritrean struggle and
misrepressnted the line of their revolution. Later when
they became the Foreign Mission of the EPLF (1970-75), they
continued their reactionary political activities both at
home and abroad. In 1974, when the fascist "Derq" came
to power in Ethiopia, Sabbe and his clique, without consul-
tation with and the approval of the EPLF declared their
willingness to negotiateée a "peaceful solution" to the
Eritrean question. In September 1975, the clique signed
a reactionary and opportunist merger agreement with the
Revolutionary Council of the Eritrean Liberation Front
(ELF) without the authorization and in opposition to the
principled stand of the EPLF. Even though the ex Foreign
Mission was forced to resign because the EPLF would not
succumb to its dictatorship and accept the Khartoum Agree-
ment, it continues its machinations in an attempt to
strangle the EPLF into submission,

In light of the above, Eritreans for Liberation in
North America (EFLNA);

1. Condemns the former Fbreign Mission for;

a, withholding arms and medical and food supplies
at a time when the Eritrean people are facing
mass extermination,

b. continuing its political activities and diplo-
matic contacts on behalf of the EPLF even
though it has resigned from the position.

c. its vicious propaganda aimed at denigrating
the EPLF,the vanguard of the Eritrean Reveolution,
dividing the masses and strangling the
Revolution.
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d, its attempt to organize a reactionary force,
and

e. the anti-popular and counter-revolutionary
role it has taken up.

2, Gives its full support to the EPLF fori

a. striving to bring about principled upnity of
the revolutionary forces in Eritrea,

b. gtanding firm on its principles in the face
of reactionary and opportunist intimidation
and manoeuvers and putside pressure,

c. adhering to the mass-line and the principle
of self-reliancs,

d. choosing to shoulder temporary difficulties
(ie. sever its relations with the ¢x-Foreign
Mission) rather than give up its principled
stand, after skillfully maintaining its tacti-
cal alliance with the ex-fForeign Mission
through "unity and struggle™, which is consi=-
stent with the stage of a national democratic
revolution,

e, resolving to shoulder with great determination
and sacrifices the difficulties created as a
result of the opportunist and treacherous
conspiracies.,

3., Calls ong;

a, the fighters of the EPLF and ELF to strengthen
their unity and struggle against any reaction-
ary and gpportunist force. EFLNA is confident
that the EPLF and ELF fighters will oppose
and expose the conspiracies of the noterious
reactionary clique (of Osman Sabbe)

b. the Eritrean masses, all Eritrean patriots, and

particularly Eritrean organizations abroad

to condemn the former Foreign Mission, to oppose

and expose its reactionary conspiracies, to
demand that it hand ocver all EPLF property
(to the EPLF) and to resolutely shoulder their

national responsibiliss at this difficult hour,

4, Calls on all friends of the Eritrean Revolution,
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and especially the socialiat and progressive
countries, parties and eorganizations to rlosely
follow the recent development in the Eritrean
Revolution, break all ties and contacts with the
former Foreign Mission, condemn its anti-popular
and counter~-revolutionary activities, and step up
their political, material and moral support the
EPLF,

a., welcomes and expresses jubilation at the resignation
of the ex-Foreign Mission,realizing that its
departure is a victory to tne national libe-
ration movement of the Eritrean people, and
especially to the progressive force in the
Revolution,

b, believes that the departure of the Ex Foreign
Mission will strengthen the revolutionary line
of the EPLF, create favorable conditions for
publicizing the correct line of the EPLF
abroad, facilitate the establishment of prin-
cipled unity of the forces of the Eritrean
Reveolution, and heighten the class conscious-
ness aof the Eritrean masses.

c. affirms its determination to oppose any reacticn-
ary force and its readiness to shoulder its
responsibility to overcome the temporary
difficulties ereated by traitors, opportunists
and reactionaries,

DOWN WITH COLOMIALISM, IMPERIALISM
AND REACTION!

YICTORY TO THE STRUGGLE OF THE
UPPRESSED ERITREAN PEDPLE!

Eritreans for Liberation in N, America
May 5, 1976
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EPLF Memorandum

In 1ight of the outcome of the Khartoum meeting
of March 18-23, 1976, between the Foreign Milssion and
a delegation representing the Fleld, the Eritrean People's
Liberation Forces (EPLF) leadershlp would lilke %o submit
the followlng memorandum to all frilends of the Eritrean
revolution - states, organizatlions and personalities -
whlch supported the struggle of the Eritrean people
financlally, morally and materlally. The EPLF leadershlp
reaffirms that the outcome of the Khartoum meeting was a
natural result of the abnormal and unique nature of the
relationship between the Field and the Foreign Mlssion.

To further clarify this relationshlp whlch has pre-
vailed since the inception of the revolution in 1961, we
would like to briefly explain the followlng facts.

BExlled natlonallst elements had establlshed the
Eritrean Liberatlon Front on the second year of the armed
struggle and appointed themselves as the leaders of this
organization under the name of the "Supreme Counciit' of
the Eritrean Liberation Front., By virtue of the blind
confidence which was vested In any nationallst elements
as well ag the lack of awareness of the requirements of
the revolution, the Supreme Council was locked upon 2as
a traditlonal leadership above criltlcism and accountabll-
1ty. The Councll explolted the confldence of the masses
and their lack of awareness to make itself an absolute
authority. During the perlod of political enlightenment
in 1967, the forces in the Britrean fleld began putting
forward clearly deflned demands calling for the general
restructuring of the Front. However, because of 1ts
paternal outlook, the Supreme Council carried out super-
filclal reforms that dld not get to the core of the matter.
This deprived the Supreme Council of the confldence it
had enjoyed in the early stages. Desplte the absence of
this confildence, the Supreme Councll was able to stay in
power by engendering and fanning internal contradlctions
on the Erltrean scene.

When the EPLF was founded in 1970, the Supreme
Council had undergone a serious spllt caused by internal
power struggle and the "General Secretariat' had emerged
as a counterwelght to the Supreme Council. The inltial
relationship of the EPLF wlth the General Secretariat
stemmed from their common stand against the fascist
practlces of the General Command in the field.
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When, in early 1972, the General Secretariat changed
its name to the "Foreign Mission", the EPLF accepted this
as 1t was itself passlng through a transltional stage.
However, once agaln, the Foreign Mlsslon attempted to
place 1ltself above criticism and accountabillty.

The EPLF's objectlve of clearly definlng and straight-
ening out the vague and tense relationshlp that had existed
between the Field and the forelgn mission since 1962
could not be carried out because of the civil war. How-
ever, as soon as the civll war was over and the EFLF
prepared to settle the question of the relatlonship between
the Forelgn Mlisslon and the Fleld, the Foreign Misslon
concocted the Khartoum Agreement with the aim of circum-
ventlng the principled stand of the EFLF regardlng the
unity of the Eritrean revolution., The Foreign Mission
attempted to Impose the Khartoum Agreement -~ an agreement
that serves 1ts interests, enables it to perpetuate its
claim of absolute dictation on the Eritrean revolutlon,
and exerclse politlecal extortion agalnst a people who have
suffered the ugllest form of cclonlallsm.

Therefore, the EPLF regards the reslgnation of the
Foreign Mlssion as an inestimably valuable gain. On this
basis, we hereby declare that the former Forelgn Mission
no longer represents nor has 1t any right to speak on
behalf of the EFLF as of March 23, 1976, the date on
which it announced its resignation from the EPLF. Further-
more, the BPLF would 1like to reassure the frilends of the
Eritrean people that the reslignation of the Forelgn,
Mission wlll In no way affect 1ts basic principles regard-
ing the unity of the forces of the Erltrean revolutlon,

It will continue the armed struggle until the evacuation
of the last soldler of the Ethioplan occupatlon forces,
the liberation of every inch of Britrean territory and
the establishment of a democratic government which will
agsure all Eriltreans freedom, edquallty and peace.

With best regards,

The leadership of the EPLF.

March 28, 1976.






