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EDITORTAL

The wave of mass uprisings, the revolt of the armed forces
and the devaestating famine have exposed the feudal oppression and
capitalist exploitation and plunder sustained by the Ethiopian
people over the years. Workers, students, peasants, civil
servants, women, muslims even priests (members of the feudal
orthodox churchs staged huge demonstrations and strikes, one after
the other, demanding basic democratic rights, abolition of the
rotten feudal social order and the installation of a democratic
government.

Heile Selassie, in frenzy, tried to diffuse these chain of
events by changing one lackey prime minister hy another and by
promising reforms. However, the masces refused to be appeased by
the intrigues and manoevers of the government, and in the end
Haile Selassie, the oldest and the most notorious deaspot in the
world, was ousted from power in disgrace.

Imperialiem and Zionism, realizing the grave danger that a
democratic movement would entail to their interest in the country
and the region, connived a counter-revolutionary plot and put the
military in power, The present military stute apparatus headed by
reactionary generals and colonels (men trained in Western military
colleges and who uphold bourgeois norms and values) is attempting
to dupe the masses with its seemingly patriotic slogan "Ethiopia
first" and other high sounding phrases of "equality and land
to the people". At the same time, with the military and economic
backing of imperialism it has already started to systematically
suppress the just aspirations of the people. It has banned strikes,
imprisoned labor leaders and revolutionary students.

The Eritrean people's thirteen years old srmed struggle for
national liberation was one of the principal causes of the
February uprising in Ethiopia. It has also become crystal clear
that no Ethipian regime can have any peace of mind if it does not
solve the Eritrean question, what is the military regime's policy
on Eritrea? The military junta has called for a "peaceful
solution® within the context of the chauvinist slogan "Ethiopia
first®. The regime is well aware that the aspirations of the
Eritrean people and the ourpose of the past thirteen years is for
national independence. What then, is the idea behind the call
for "peaceful solution"? In the face of these contradictory and
irreconcilable slogans between "Ethiopia first" and "Eritrean
Independence", such a call could only be a design to lure the
Eritrean people into relenting their armed struggle, so that the
military regime can consolidate its power and deal with the
Eritrean people from a position of greater strength.

The hypocricy and insidious policy of the military regime




has also been exposed by its barbaric and cold blooded massacre
of 250 civilians in August 1974 at Um Hajar in Viestern Eritrea.
The Um-Hejar massacre reveals the truth behind the slogan of
"peaceful solution™. More recently, the military junta

has openly declared that it is prepared to use all force to crush
the Eritrean struggle.

The BEritrean People's Liberation Forces (EPLF) has totally
rejected the call for peaceful solution as imperialist-Zionist-
Ethiopian Colonialiste intrigue designed to undermine tne
Eritrean Revolution. It holds that the Eritrean people's
agpirations for national independence and liberation can only
be a result of a relentless continuation of armed struggle.

The Eritrean people have rich experience with deceptive
tricks as well as brute force. Neither can quell the Eritrean
people'’s revolutionary determination to carry on the a#¥med struggle
until the total liberation of their country.

E.F.L.N.A. fully supports the correct stand of the E.P.L.F.
on the "peaceful solution" and is determined to expose the
Ethiopian military junta and all its collaborators.

Down with the fraud of "peaceful solution"!
Down with the Ethiopian Military regime!

Pull independence for the Eritrean people!

THE 5th GENERAL CONGREES OF
ERITREANS FOR IIBERATION IR NORTH ALNERICA

The 5th General Congresg of Eritreans for Liberation in
North America was held from August 30-September 2 in Boston,
Massachusettes. Over 200 Eritreans, in¢luding a large number
of women, from meny cities across the U S. and Canada part-
icipated in the Congress. Many progressive organizations and
individuals attended the special program, an enthusiastic rally,
held on the night of September 1, to hail the 13th anniversary
of the beginning of the Eritrean armed revolution. A number of
them delivered warm and enthusiastic solidarity messages.

The 5th General Congress of E.F.L.N.A. was marked with serious,
lively discussion and sharp struggle. The congress discusced,
the Eritrean national liberation struggle, the present situation
in the Eritrean revolution, the role of E.F.L.N.A.,and revised
E.F.L.N.A.'s constitution. Two working papers, one on the
Eritrean national liberation strugsle and the other on the role
of E.F.L.N.A. were discussed in workshops znd then by the
general assembly.

The Congress also heard reports from 13 chapters, the
political education comnittee, the editorial board and the
executive committee. The reports dealt with the positive and
negative aspects of our work; the |rogsress that has been nade and
the »roblems that have to be solved. The report of the executive
comr ittee also dewlt with the present situation in the Eritrean
revolution and E.F.L.N.A.'s relationship vwith Eritrean organiz-
ations abroad.

In addition, the women comrades who attended the congress met
to discuss their role in E.F.L.N.A. and how to mobilize the
Eritrean women to participate in the organization.

On the besis of the discussion and reports, the 5th Congress
passed various resolutions concerning the Eritrean struggle.

The 5th Congress of E.F.L.N.A. was held at a time vhen the
Eritrean national liberation struggele, led by the E.P.L.F. is
advancing vigorously; when the forceful blows of the Eritrean
revolution have contributed in shaking the Ethiopian feudal
regime, resulting in the downfall of the fascist tyrant
Haile Selassie. It was also held 2t a time when E.F.L.N.A. has
grown is size, experience as well as political maturity. It was
held at a time when the guestion in the organization was: vhether
to consolidate the gains of the past years and movz forward or
stagnate and go backward?

The discussion, the summing up oi experience and the
resolutions that were passed in the congress, reflected the
progress the organization has made in the past few years, and




especially in the past year. Unlike previous congresses where much
time was spent on personal attacks and squabbling, the discussion
and sharp struggle in the 5th Congress was over ideological

and organizational questions. The relatively higher level of
discussion, the number of participants and the heightening of

their political consciousness show that E.F.L.N.A. is forging
ahead.

However, the Congress alego crystallized the weaknesses and
shortcomings of E.F.L.N.A. Hundreds of Eritreans resident in
the U.S. have yet to be mobilized. Organizationally, there was
a lack of a certain amount of discipline and democratic methods
of work and discussion. The political consciousness of the
members, although higher than in previous years is still low
and varies significantly from chapter to chapter. Much remains
to be done.

VWith the seriousness, dedication, enthusiasm and spirit of
criticism and self criticism that vius evident throughout the
5th Congress, E.F.L.N.A. is bound to advance ideologically,
politically and organizationally and make & modest contribution
to the national liberation struggle of the Eritrean people!

Following is a brief .sumnary of the discussion that took
Place in the 5th Congress of E.F.L.N.A.

1. On the E.N.L.S.

e Eritrean people have a glorious tradition of resistance
to foreign aggression, having fought aguinst Egyptian, Turkish,
Italian and British colonialists. The Eritrean peonle's present
struggle againgt Ethiopian colonial occupation and imperialist
domination is a continuation of their historic strugsle agzinst
foreign domination.

After yecrs of peaceful strugrle to gain national liberation,
the Eritrean people took up the path of armed strugele in 1961,
under the leadership of the Eritrean liberation Front. The
combatants of the E.L.F. enjoyed the support of the Eritrean
magses and fought with heroism and determination. However,
because the reactionary leadership of the E.L.F. did not have
a clear political line and program and because it did not
properly organize the masses, the Eritrean revolution suffered
severe setbacks, specially in 1967-68.

The sharp internal struggle against the reactionary
leadership (or between the progressive fighters and the reactionary
leadership) led to the emergence of the Eritrean People's
Liberation Porces in 1970. Under the revolutionary leadership
of the E.P.L.P., politice commands the gun, the fighters have
become politically conscious, the active participation of the
magses has begun and the Eritrean revolution has scored out-
standing victories in the military, political, ideologica and

organizational spheres.

Scared by the growth and success of the E.P.L.F., the
reactionary leadership of the E.L.F. ("Revolutionary Council")
decided to "wipe out" the E.P.L.F. "by force of arms" and in
February 1972 launched a reactionary civil war. Two and s
half years after this unpopular decision, the E.P.L.F. is far
from being "wiped out". In fact it is stronger and the R.C.
is much weaker. In the meantime the E.P.L.F, has continued
along its revolutionary path under the slogan, "All our guns
against our colonizers, a democratic solution to the secondary
contradictions."

In spite of the tortuous road ashead, the Eritrean people,
persisting along the path of armed struggle, are assured of
final victory.

2. On the Present Situation

Imperialist asubversion in the strategic and oul rich
Kiddle East aree is at its highest. Imperialism, and esnecially
U.S. imperialism, is making a determined and concerted effort to
crush the revolutionary movements in the area, particularly those
in Palestine, Omar and Eritrea. Imperialist efforts to impose
a "peaceful solution" on the Palestinian people, the imperialist
backed invasion of Oman and the occupied Arab Gulf by Iran and
the U.S-Israeli-Ethiopian attempts to crush the Eritrean rev-
olution are part of this overall imperialist plot.

The recent coup d'etat in Ethiopia, the downfall of the tyrant
Haile Selassie and replacement by z militery junta have to be seen
within this overall context. The Selascie regime had failed
miserably in its attempts to crush the Eritrean revolution and
could not handle the explosive social contradictions in Ethiopia.
Hence, the U.S. backed coup d'etat.

The Ethiopian military junts is working overtime, calling
for peaceful negotion and committing barverous massacres in an
effort to liguidate the Eritrean revolution. However, the efforts
of the imperiadist backed military junte is doomed to failure.

The E.P.L.F. has built a politically conscious people's army which
no reactionary force can crush, and is determéned to carry on the
armed struggle until total liberation.

3. On the Role of E,F.L.N.A.

ritreans for Liberation in North America was established in
March 1971 in N.Y.C. Since it was formed, without a clear
political line, it met many ideological, political and organ-
izational difficulties and committed various mistakes. Over the
past three and a half years, E.F.L.N.A. has moved forward by learning
from its own mistakes and struggling to correct them.

E.F.L.N.A. is a mase organization of Eritreans who support




and work for the Eritrean revolution.

princip

E.F.L.N.A

1.

The basic organizational
le of the organization is democracy. The tasks of
. are:

to mobilize all Eritreans in North Americe; pay

attention to mobilizing BEritrean women.

2. to raise the political consciousness of Eritreans
through a centralized P.E program, siminars, etc.
3. To carry out propaganda and raise material support
for the Eritrean Revolution
4. To establish ties and work for the principled unity
of all progressive Eritrean organizations abroad.
5. To establish principled fraternal relations with all
progrescive organizaetions who:
a. Are snti-imperialists
b. Support national liberation struggles
¢c. Support the Eritrean national 1lib-
eration struggle.
RESOLUTIONS
1. On the Present Military Regime in Ethiopia:

- E.P.L.N.A. firmly believes that the military regime in
Ethiopia is a regime of the oppressor classes; a
reactionary, puppet regime of U.S. imperialism.

E.F.L.N.A. condemns the militerry regime in Ethiopia for
its attempts to crush the Eritrean revolution and maintain
the forcible occupatioh of Eritrea. It condemns the
military regime's counter-revolutionary dual tactics

of deceptive tricks (calling for "negotiations" and
"peaceful solution") and brute force (massacres,

poisoning of wells), which cannot fool the Eritrean
people.

In particular, E.F.L.N.A. vehemently condemns the

military regime for its barbarous massacre of 250 children,
women and men at Um-Hajer in Western Eritrea and the
systematic poisoning of Eritrean waters.

E.F.L.N.A. condems the military regime for its suppression
of the democratic rights of the Ethiopian masses.

the E.P.L.F. and the E.L.P. (Revolutionary Council)
E.F.L.N.A. reaffirms its resolute support of the Eritrean
peonles liberation Forces and its revolutionary political
line and program.

In particular, E.P.L.N.A. condems the "Revolutionary Council®
for its declslon to "wipe out" the E.P.L.F. by force and
provoking and continuing a civil war in Eritres.

E.P.L.N.A. fully supports the E.P.L.F. for tne tireless
efforts it is making to resolve the secondary contra-
dictions within the struggle and unite all the liberution
forces, which is the desire of Eritrean masses.

the Pavia Declaration:

B.F.L.N.A. hails the spirit of unity of G.0.&.35. (Ceiro),
E.F.L.E. and E.P.L.N.A. as exprescsed in the Pavia
Declaration.

E.F.L.N.A., regrets, however, that little progress was
made in the past year, in implementing the resolutions of
the Pavia Declaration. It pledges to v.ork harder to
bring closer contact und cooperation and eventual unity
of all progressive Eritrean organizations abroad.




COMRADLY GREETINGS AND A SOLIDARITY MESSAGE TO ERITREANS FOR
LIBERATION FROL AFRO-ASIAN LATIN ALBRICAN PROPLES SOLIDARLTY
FORUN (SBATTLE BRANCE)

The calling for the conference in New York was great news
for the Afro Asian Latin Americen Peoples Solidarity Forum.

The role of EFL to organize compatriots in support of the struggles
of the Eritrean people, has been vital and commendable. The Afro-
Asian Latin American Peopnles solidarity Forum resolutly supports
the just strugsles of the Eritrean people.

The struggle of the Eritresn people is a just struggle for
the national Independence against the Ethiopian Colonial Feudal
Rerime that has comrmitted henious crimes against the Eritrean
people in an attempt to surpress their struggle. The U. S.
military base in Eritrea is being used to spy end sabotage against
many countuies in Africa. Vie cannot forget the criminal bombings
that brought great suffering to the Eritrean neople. But rather
than be cowed down by the savage acts of the Imperialists the
Eritrean people have increased fighting and determination.

The struggles of the Eritrean people are a part and parcel
of the struggles of the people of Africa, Asia and Latin America.
The Afro-Asian Latin American Peoples Solidarity Forum has taken
the task of orgenizing our people in support of the just struggles
of our people back home. The glorious work of EFL has greatly
contributed to our work. Many Eritreans here in Seattle have come
to the aid and suvyrort the work of Afro-Asian Latin American
Peoples Solidarity Forum through active participation.

Vihere there is oppression there is resistence. In thirteen
Years of armed struggle the Eritrean people have had great
success and overcome many difficulties. In all the countries of
Afrlca, Asia and Latin America our people are also rising and pick-
ing arms to wage armed struggle against Irperialist powers and
local reactionaries.

LONG LIVE THE VICTORY OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLES OF
THE ERITREAN PEOPLE.

DEATH TO THE U.S. IMPERIALISTS, ISREALI ZIONISTS AND THE
ETHIQPIAN COLONIALIST FEUDAL REGINE.

LONG LIVE THE UNITY OF THE PEOPLE OF AFRICA, ASIA AND
LATIN AMERICA.

VICTORY TO THE NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLES OF THE
PEOPLE OF AFRICA, ASIA AND LATIN AMERICA.

Wishing you great success with the conference and resolutely
supporting your struggle.
Afro-Asian Latin American
Peoples solidarity Forum.
(seattle)

FROM: Central Organization of U.S. Marxists-Leninists
(Boston Branch)
91 River St.
Cambridge

TO: Eritreans for Liberation in North Americe

MESSAGE: On this, the 13th anniversary of the heroic armed
strugcle of the Eritrean people under the leadership
of the Eritrean Peoples' Iiberation Forces, the
Boston Branch of the Central Organization of U.S.
Marxist-leninists enthusiastically hails the
Eritrean Peonles' Revolutionary Struggle. This
armed struggle launched 13 years ago against U.S.
Imperialism, Zionism, Colonialism and all forces of
reaction is a just and necessary struggle and will
be victorious.

COUSNL mlso extends revolutionary greetings to the
comrades of eritreans for liberation in North America
on the occasion of their 5th General Congress. We

are in solidarity with your commitment to the National
Liberation Struggle of the Eritrean people and wish
your congress every success.

Victory to the National leeratlon Struggle of the
Eritrean People!

Boston Branch,
Central Organization
of U.S. NMarxist-
Leninists




THE ERITREAN REVOLUTION AND THE KILITARY REGIKE IN ETHIOPIA

The contradictions between the oppressor snd the opvressed
have become so sharp and acute on a world scale that imperialism
and its lackeys are everyvhere confronted with the ever-rising tide
of revolution. Clearly, in this epoch of declining imperialism,
the fundamental truth is that "countries want independence, nations
want liberation, people want revolution." Indeed, the struggle for
national liberation has long been the focal point or the storm
center of the world revolutionary movement.

In the past few decades, the people of Southeast Asia, and
especially the Vietnamese, have borne tha brunt of world imperisl-
ist aggression. Fighting with great determination and heroism, the
Vietnamese people have twice decisively demonstrated the basic hist-
orical truth that a small and weak nation, when armed with a
scientific revolutionary theory, can defeat even the biggest and
most powerful imperialist nation. That in a just war of national
liberation, it is neither numbers nor arms but revolutionary
consciousness and perseverance that are decisive for final victory.
The victory of the people of Guinea Bissau over Portuguese colon-
ialism and its NATO sustainers reiterates the universal validity
of this scientific truth. This historically inevitable reality is
ebout to become operative in Mozambique and, eventually, in Eritrea
as well as elsewhere in the colonized and semi-colonized Third
Viorld where protracted armed struggles are being waged under the
guidance of a scientific revolutionary theory. Indeed, the lessons
gained from the defeat of world imperialism by the peoples of the
Third World in generel and the defeat of U.S. imperialism and
Portuguese colonialism by the victorious Vietnamese end Guinezn
(Bissau) revolutions in particular are of world-historic signif-
icance. They are a powerful meterial force in the arsenal of
weapons of anti-imperialist struggle of the peoples of Africa,

Apia and latin America.

Today, the center of imperialist aggression and counter-
revolutionary conspiracy has shifted from Indochina into the
Middle East and the Horn of Africa. The Middle East is not only
a strategic region linking Africa, Asia and Latin America, but it
also contains over 2/3 of the world's proven oil reserves. Its
backward ruling classes provide a big merket for the dumping of
excess capitalist production and luxury commodities for conspicuous
consumption while the masses of the people are relegated to miser-
able subsistence conditions. Besides, biliions of oil revenues,
expropriated by the ruling classes, after the giant monopolies have
taken the lion's share, are deposited in western bank accounts, thus
enlarging monopoly finances circulating capital and providing sub-
stantial financial reserves for further imperialist investment in
and exploitation of the Third World. It is in this context
therefore, that we must understind the various imperialist machin-
ations in the Middle East and the Horn of Africa.
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U.S. imperialism, working hand in glove with zionism, the
Iranian and Ethiopian puppet regimes and the reactionary Arap .
regimes, is making an all-out effort to liquidate the Palestinian
registance movement, to stifle the Dhofari liberation struggle, to
isolate the Eritrean revolution and to encircle and harrass the
People's Democratic Republic of Yemen (P.D.R.Y.). 1I% must be
clearly recognized that the fundamental problem'upderlylpg the
so-called "Arab-Israeli conflict" is the Palestinian patlonal
question; that there can be no lasting peace in the Niddle East
unless the just demands of the Palestinian people gre.met and their
netional aspirations satisfied; and that the imperlgllst efforts
to prop up the repressive puppet regimes in the region can only
accelerate the radicalization and, hence, the revolutionary
awakening of the oppressed classes. . ]

The brazen aggression committed by the Iranian pgppet regime
@gainst the liberated zones of Dhofar and Oman can neither prevent
the demise of Sultan Quabus and his clique nor protect the interests
of his imperialist masters in Oman and Arabian Gulf. _The concerted
attempts of the imperialists and their lackeys to encircle, '
undermine and attack the P.D.R.Y. have succeeded only in consolid-
ating the revolution end deepening its roots among the masses.
The frantic machinations to crush the Eritrean nationgl liberation
struggle and to prevent the emergence of a genuine Erltregn
revolutionary movement have slready proven a miserable failure,
and will fare no better in the future. )

At this juncture, there is no ouestion that the various nat-
ional revolutions in the region are joined together by a common
thread and that their fates are inexorably linked. The life-
and-death struggle between revolution and counter-revolution in
the Middle East is likely to continue for a long time; and,
however protracted the struggle becomes, the forces of progress
and revolution are bound to win in the end. _

Perched on this general geo-political setting, the Eritrean
revolution is steadily advancing along the arduous and protracted
path of victory. The people of Eritrea have, for_the 1a§t 13 _
years, been engaged in a revolutionary war of netional 11berat10n
against Ethiopian occupation, U.S. imperialism and Israeli
zionism. Yet, it should be realized that until 1970, the
Ethiopian puppet regime and its imperialist and zionist masters
continued to slander the Eritrean Liberation Front as made up of
a "handful of discontented and foreign sponsored bandits."
Exploiting the fanatic and chauvinist politics of the ;eactlonary
leadership of the Front, the colonialists and imperialists
strove to discredit the Eritrean national liberation strugg}e as
a religious, secessionist or foreign insgpired movement. U51ng
these and other similar machinations, the Ethiopian colonial

regime tried its hardest to incite religious, national and
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regional division among the people of Eritrea in order to weaken
the struggle and continue its rule.

It also sought to whip up tnti-moslem and anti-Arab hysteria
among the Christian section of the opprestced Ethiopian people in
& desperate effort to divert their attention from their daily
miseries and sufferings.

The absurdity of the allegation that national liberation
struggles and revolutions are exported into a given country or
region by some subversive third party is self-evident. Suffice
it to reiterate here that a people's revolutionary armed struggle
is the inevitable culmination of their historic resistance to
oppression and exploitation. In the case of our country, it is the
burning need to redeem the national reslity of a long and brutal
colonial oppression and naked imperialist exploitation that has
compelled tie Eritrean people to resort to armed struggle. And,
despite the vicious concerted efforts of the colonizl regime and
its imperialist masters to isolate the just struggle of the
Eritrean people from the democratic and revolutionary forces
throughout the world and to present it as an internzl Ethiopian
matter, the Eritrean revolution has steadily been making great
forward strides.

However, as the revolutionary forcee zdvance, the Ethiopian
colonial regime, following the pattern established by U.S.
imperialism in Vietnam, intensifies its repression and escalates
its campaign of terror againet the unarmed civilien population.
Eritrean cities and towns have been converted into nazi-style
prison camps of torture and death. From 1967 onwards, the
Eritrean countiryside has been subjected to savage "mopping up
operations" and massive bombardments and napalming by Ethiopian
ground and air forces, armed with U.S. weapons and sup:.-orted by
U.S. and Isreeli “advisers". A barbaric campaign of terror and
mass slaughter has been unleased on the Lritre:n peovle. Eritrean
rivers and waterways have been and continue to be sorayed with
poison, killing thousande of people, livestock and wild life. The
use of defoliants has destroyed the vegetation and forest lands
in large areas of our country. MNasces of our people have been
removed from their land bases and herded into concentrstion camps,
or Vietnam-style "Strategic Hamlets", where, deprived of their
accustomed means of livelihood, they represent a captive reserve
of cheap labor for colonialist schemes and imperialist enterprises.

This scorched earth campaign of the Ethiopian army of
occupation against the people of Eritrea has resulted in the total
destruction of over 120 villages , the killing of thousands of
unarmed civilians , and the destruction of hundreds of thousends
of livestock and wild life. With their homes destroyed, their
livestock slaughtered en masse, their crop fields decimated by
defoliants, and their water supplies poisoned, over 100,000

Eritreans have been forced to languish in deplorable refugee camps
in the Sudan.

Faced with an inevitable defeat, the military regime is
step:.ing up the o0ld policy of repression ageinst the Eritrean
veople. The regime and its henchmen are now using most barbarous
and fascist methods and carrying out massacres to terrorize the
Péople., For instance, the Ethiopian occupation army, continuing
the tradition that it has so well established during the last
13 years, has recently carried out the massacre of 250 unarmed
civilians in the western Eritrean town of Um Hajer and poisoned
the water sup-lies in the northern highland areas of Mensae and
Sehel, killing hundreds of people and livestock.

Yet, like in Vietnam, Guinea Bissau and Mozambigue, these
barbaric atrocities and savage reprisals have not been, and will
never be able to break the spirit of heroic resistance of the
Eritrean people. On the contrary, they demonstrate the enemy's
weakness, worsening position and increasing desperation. As such,
they invariably reinforce the firm determination and strengthen
the resolute will of the Eritrean people to persevere in the
armed struggle until independence is won and freedom regeined,
whatever the price. Our people's defiant revolutionary spirit
emanates from their firm and unshakable conviction of final
victory.

The people of Eritrea and the Ethiopian occupzation troops
are locked in a life~ and-death struggle to the end. The
Ethiopian puppet regime, sustained and armed by U.S. imperialien,
has the sup ort of the world reactionary and counter-revolutionary
forces. But, sharp internal, class contradictions have already
begun to explode a few months ago. The severe economic, political
and social crisis resulting from ‘the long era of brutal feudal
oppression and ruthless imperialist plunder has becn aggravated by
the terrible famine that has already consumed more than 250,000
lives. The backward and chauvinist Ethiopian regime has long
perpetrated national oppression, religious persecution and political
repression over the vast majority of the people. In addition, the
puppet regime has been waging unpopular wars of expansionist
aggression against the Eritrean and Someli peoples.

The attempt to militarily suppress ‘the Eritrean revolution,
in particular, hes proven a very costly and impossible task for
the Ethiopian regime. Despite the enormous economic, financial
and military aid given it by the imperialist camp, its continuing
war of aggression against the Eritrean people has brought the
Ethiopian regime near financial ruin and economic bankruptcy.
Thousands of its mercenary soldiers have lost their lives or limbs
in the war. Moreover, the Eritrean struggle has shown the
Ethiopian people that it is posesible not only to resist the
repressive regime but also to defeat it through revolutionary
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struggle.

Thus, the Ethiopian people-workers, peasants, students,
teachers, prisoners, soldiers, priests, etc., rose up in wave
after wave of demonstrations, protests, strikes and rebellions that
paralyzed the feudal regime and terrified its imperialist
masters. However, the absence of a revolutionary organization,
capable of providing a common direction and leadership to the
gspontaneous popular uprising, spelled its temporary defeat right
from the outset.

But, even this unorgcnized, uncoordinated and guite spon-
taneous mass movement was enough to alarm U.S. imverialism.

It immediately set out to preempt the movement and subvert the
just democratic demands of the Ethiopian people. To do this,

it resorted to the armed forces which it has long trained and
groomed for precisely such a purpose. Teking advantage of the
great disorder, it has steadily but decisively moved to déthrone
Haile Selassie and to replace his archaic feudal regine by a

more efficient puopet regime under the military. It is clear that
U.S. imperialism has been the guiding hand behind the military

and is already propping up the new regime with the stevped up
delivery of heavy arms, tanks and helicopters.

What we are vwitnessing in Ethippia today is the meking of an
even more fascistic puppet militery regime that has already begun
showing its true colors. It is true that it has detained Haile
Selassie and many of his most notorious and corrupt thugs and
begun to indermine the most vowerful feudal institutions- the
monarchy and the church. However, it has also shoved aside the
just and democratic demands of the neo :le «nd imposed a new order
of chauvinist petty-bourgeois nationalism under the slogun of
"Ethiopia Pirat". It has banned all public demonstrations and
rallies and suspended the few freedoms that the people had initially
won. It has openly declared its readiness to liquidate any
serious opposition to its hegemony. In short, it has imposed a
new order of military dictatorship under the argis of U.S.
imperialism.

The military regime has also so far failed to address
itself to the fundamental problems of land reform and national
oppression-two of the most burning ecomomic and political
guestions facing Ethiopian society today. Even if it were to
try to address itself to these basic guestions, its very class
character and organic link with imperialism render the military
regime inherently incapable of solving them.

The military regime has promised "to create a democratic
anti-communust government." We all should know what the puvpets
mean by "a democratic anti-communist government " because we have
had enough experience with such fascistic regimes in South Vietnam,
South Korea, the Philipines, Taiwan, Greece, Portugal, etc. We
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must not be fooled either by slogans or the concentrated
orchestrations of the imperialist press. The present military
regime has been brought about by U.S. imperialism on which it is
heavily dependent for survival. It is basically incapable of
solving the increasingly more acute contradictions plaguing
Ethiopian society and the fundamerital problems facing the
Ethiopian people.

However, the people of Ethiopia have, in the last few months,
garnered valuable experience in struggle. Their awareness has
been raised and their militancy heightened by this experience.
Above all, they have learned that even the seemingly most powerful
of pup.ets is really impotent in the face of an organized mass
revolt. These lessons and experiences will prove extremely vital
in the people's inevitable revolutionary struggle against
imperialism and its new pupnets.

The true nature of the military regime is nowhere moee
clearly evident than in its attitude toward the Eritrean
national liberation struggle. On the one hand, it has been
propagating that the Eritrean people have a just cause and that
the Eritrean question could have long been and should be resolved
veacefully. The military regime is now parading Eritrean lackeys
and ex-mercenaries of the 0ld regime as its leaders in a
calculated effort to swindle world public opinion and to confuse
and divide the Eritrean people. On the other hand, it has openly
declared its hostility to Eritrean independence and its occupation
army has resumed the barbaric massacre of unarmed Eritrean
civilians as well as the poisoning of the water sun lies of the
Eritrean people. Despite its declaration of general amnesty
for all the political prisoners of the o0ld regime, the military
regime has refused to release Eritrean political prisoners and has
ammounced that it would use any means to crush the Eritrean
revolution.

There are fresh indications that U.S. impericlism and its
local pup.ets are desperately trying to impose a solution of the
Eritrean question as a necessary extension of their Middle East
Strategy. But as there can be no lasting peace in the Niddle
East without the basic satisfaction of the national rights and
agpirations of the Palestinean people and the tetal liberation of
the toiling massces, there can also be no peace in Eritrea short of
comvlete national independence, which is a precondition for the
liberation of the Eritrean people. Thus, despite the talks of
a peaceful solution, the Eritrezn people are girding for a long
protracted struggle.

It is necessary to fully cppreciate that indewnendence and
liberty are never handed to any people by any one. On the

- contrary they are always won by the blood of the people them-

selves, through strugegle and sacrifice. The people of Vietnam and
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Guinea Bissau have not been given their independence beczuse of
the good heurts of Nixon or Spinola, but because they have been
eble to smash the American and Portuguese military machines of
aggression through many years of heroic armed struggle.

Thus, while a negotiated settlement is possible any time
Provided that the military regime is prepared to evacuate its
occupation army and recognize the unconditional independence of
Eritrea, even such an improbable solution at the present moment
could by no means be termed peaceful. It would still be the re-
sult of the more than 13 years of heroic armed struggly that the
Eritrean people have been waging with great sacrifice and resolute
determination.

It must therefore be borne in mind that the people of
Eritrea had already learned the impossibility of a peaceful
solution of the Eritrean independence question when they embarked
upon the armed struggle in 1961. This conviction has been
greatly reinforced and strengthened by the great victories that the
Eritrean people have been scoring against the Ethiopien occupation
army and its imperialist and zionist masters. There can be no
question that, given the present trend of history and the
correlation of forces in Eritrea and the world, only the relent-
less continuation of the revolutionary strugecle until total
victory can achieve the independence of Eritrea and the total
liberation of the Eritrean people. )

The present military regime, by ite very nzture, can solve
neither the problems of the Ethionian people nor the ocuestion of
Eritrean self-determination. The struggles for liberation of the
Ethiopian and Eritrean peoples will,thus, have to continue. 1In
this struggle, the toiling masses of Ethiopia can only be the
comrades-in-arms of the people of Eritrea. The Eritrean and
Ethiopean revolutions are closely linked, for, in the finel
analysis, the liberstion of the Ethiopicn people can come about
only by the complete overthrow of the pupvet military regime or a
similar successor.

The people of Eritrea have always resisted foreign domination,
be it Turkish, Italian, British, or U.S., under the guise of
Ethiopian. They opposed tne imperialist imposed federation with
Ethiopia and heve, since 1961, been confronting the imperialist
backed Ethiopean occupation of their homeland with a triumphant
war of national liberation. Tru¢ this success has not becn
easy in coming. They have been the fruits of long and tremendous
external as well as internal struggles and asacrifice on the part
of the Eritrean people and their heroic cambatants. At this point,
a 80lid and powerful revolutionary movement is in progress in
Eritrea. Its victory is bound to set in motion strong repercussions
in the Horn of Africa and the Niddle East.

The Eritrean nationel democratic revolution is part of the
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world revolution. The heroic people of Vietnam, Luos, Cambodia,
Palestine, Dhofar and Oman, Guinea Bissau and Mozambigue, through
their great exumple of determined struggle and boundless sacrifice,
provide tremendous inspiration to the oppresced and fighting
peoples of the world. The Eritrean people are fighting against
Ethiopian domination and U.S. imperialism in order to wipe out
ovpression and exploitation, create an independent democratic

state and build a just and free society.

The experience of the Eritrean struggle demonstrates that
only a movement armed with a scientific theory and committed to a
program of fundamental social transformation can become victorious.
It also shows that only such a movement, purging itself of the
vacillating and opportunist elements in the process of struggle, is,
in the final analysis, capable of safe-guarding the interests of
the toiling masses.

The Eritrean national democratic revolution, under the
leadership of the Eritrean People's Liberation Forces (E.P.L.F.),
is advancing forward across & difficult terrain of complex
problems and hurdles, toward decisive and inevitable victory.

It is .roducing a new man and a new society with a democratic and
scientific culture, and this creative revolutionary process
advances with the struggle.

In a very real sense, the E.. .L.F. is the continuation of the
historic political struggsle of the Eritrean peoule in general and
of the armed struggle that begun in 1961 in particular. It is the
product of the summing up of the past struggle of the Britrean
people and represents the finest elements of their revolutionury
tradition. At the same time, it constitutes a new beginuing of
the political and armed struggle of the Eritrean people for
national liberation under the direction of a cle:ir noliticel line,
in accordance with a correct progressive program, and on the
basis of self-reljance and national unity.

The justice of their cause, their combativeness, and their
resolute determination to wage the armed strugcle till victory,
supported by the world revolutionary and democr:tic forces, assures
the complete liberation of the Eritrean people in the end. In
the final analysis, the Eritrean people are bound to winj; nothing
can prevent the defeat of imperialism and its puppets; and
victory certainly belongs to the oppresses people of the world.

Victory to the Eritrean Revolution!
Long Live the E.P.L.F. !

Death to Imperialism, Zionism, Feudalism exd
all Puppets!

Victory to the World Revolution!
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ETHIOPIAN OCCOUPATION ARLY LASGCACRES

250 ERITREAN CIVIIIALS AT Ul HAJER

The Ethiowian occupation army in Eritrea has perpetrated a
cold blooded massacre of 250 children, women and men at Um Hajer in
western Eritrea, in August. The Ethionian troops opened fire on
the unarmed villagers, killing 250 of them. Hundreds fled acrosc
the Sudenese border in to refugee camps. The bodies of those
who could no swim across the border were found floating in the
Sudan. Beside this brutal atrocity, the Ethiopian occupation
army has been poisoning wells and lakes in Eritrea. The Asmara
daily, "Hebret", reported on kay 11, 1974, that fifty peonle
and hundreds of livestock had died from poisoned waters in
lensae and Sahl areas.

The Um Hajer massacre and the "poison war" are not isolated
acts of the Ethionian arny nor are they nev. to the Eritresn people.
Ever dince the forcible annexation of Eritrez by Ethiopia in 1962
and the beginning of the armed resistance of the Eritrean people,
the Ethiopian colonial regime has folloved a scorched earth policy
of "kill all, burn all" and has committed innumerable crires.

To give just a few examples:

The chief editor of the Swedish magazine KVALLSFOSTEN
reported that he *“saw 22 hung men in tne gallows in the
mublic scuere of Keren alone".

The Italian daily, PAESE SERA repdrted that "in the village
of Ad Sherbot, the Ethiopiane having set fire to the village
onened fire on cattle and nen alike. Those of the inhabit-
ants who had managed to flee could see from a neighboring
hilltop the flame eating into their houses and hear the
painful cries of those of their relations besieged by

the raging fires"“.

On June 11, 1967, Ethiopian trocps rounded up tue men of
Ailet and Gumhot villages, herded 30 in to & house,
and then set it on fire.

On December 16, 1970 the Ethiopian occupation army brutally
bombed Keren city, killing 2000 people and forcing tens
of thousands to flee to refugee camps in the Sudan.

Ethiopian troops have pulled jewelry of the ears and
noses of women, slit the wombs of pregnant mothers, -
burned "suspects" alive. 100,000 Eritreans have become

refugees. Thousands languish in jails, where according
to the Ethiopian government they are treated as
"Criminals and not political prisoners because they
advocate secession".

This is the bloody history of the Ethiopian occupationist
regime in Eritrea, which enjoys the full backing and blescsing of
U.S. imperialism and Israeli Zionism.

It is clear thet U.S. imperialisk is working actively to
crash the revolutionary movements in the strategic middle castern
area, one of which is the Eritrean revolution. The Haile Selas:ie
regime failed to solve the Eritrean question and could not
handle the explosive social contradictions in Ethiopia.
Consequently, U.S. imperialism hag put its trained and groomed
military puppets in power and has decided to give them $16 million
in military aid. The Ethiopian military regime as the servile
tool of imperialism is vorking hard to crash the Eritrean
revolution through force (massacres, voisoning wells, intensified
bombing) as well as deception (calling for negotiations,
appointing Eritreans to high posts, etc.). Feigning "reform and
democracy", it is continuing and intensifying the barbarous
"kill all, burn all® policy of fascist Haile Selassie.

Thirteen years of armed strugele, however, have shown that the
heroic Eritrean people can not be intimidated by any brute force
or fooled by any deceptive tricks. Just like the bombing of Henoi
in Viet Nam and the Viriyamu massacre in Nozambicue increased
the determination of the Viet Namese and bMoazambican vpeople, the
Um Hajer massacre will harden the determination of the Eritrean
people to persist in armed struggle until the Ethiopian
occupationists and their imperizlist masters are driven out of
Eritrea. Under the leadership of the Eritrean Peoples Liberation
Porces, tne Eritrean revolution is advancing on the basis of self
reliance, sinking deeper roots among the masses and inflicting
heavy defezts on the enemy.

Al]l enemies of the Eritrean people will come to no

good end! The birth of an independent and democratic
Eritrea is certain!
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ERITREAN PEOPLE'S LIBERATION FORCES 25/8/74
FIELD HEADQUARTERS

DECLARATION TO THE PEOPLE OF ERITREA

After the start of the Pebruary 1974 uprisings in
Ethiopia, the news of the struggle of the Eritreun people
which had been suppressed from world attention by imperialists
and Ethiopian colonizlists, started to occupy headlines.in
radios and newspapers. In particular, the world press has
devoted much space to the call for "peaceful solution" of the
Eritrean case. Even though we made several statements to
clarify our position before, thie period of historic significance
makes it imperative that we reiterate our firm stand on this
issue to the peoples of Eritrea and the world.

It is to be remembered that world imperialism led by the
United States, contrary to the wishes of the Eritrean people,
conspired and put Eritrea under the control of the feudalist
rule of Ethiopia through the guise of a United Nations sponsored
decree of "federation", in order to maintain and strengthen its
economic and strategic position in Eritrea. The world also
knows that when the Eritrean people led by workers and students,
started to voice their opposition to Ethiopian colonial rule
through peaceful means, Haile Selassie's government backed by
U.S. and Israeli military aid brought in its troops, trampled the
rights of the sritrezn peonle énd totelly abolished the federation in
oraer to sunpress effectively the struggle of the Er{trean peovle.
Realizing that the world had turned a deaf ear to their vecceful
demands, the Erytrean neonle started, and have persisted in armed
strurgle in order to resist the oppressive military occupation of
their country. During the nast fourteen yeesrs Ethiopian feudsl
colonialism, becfed up by imperialist and Zionist political, military,
and econimic assistance hes committed and is still committing
numerous fascistic crimes and atrocities. Tens of thousands of
Eritreans, young ¢nd old, women and children, have been murdered and
machine-gunned; hundreds are being tortured behind orison bars;
villages, crops, livestock, and other proverty have been destroyed
by fire and napalm; and hundreds of thousands have teen forced to
flee to the Sudan and other neighboring countries and are languishing
in refugee cam!s.

The struggle that has been waged under the leadership of the
militant combatint sons and daughters of the Eritrean people not only
has achieved decisive victories and is forging ahead, but is
certainly one of the principal causes that led to the uprisings in
Ethiopia.

It is an undeniable fact that the primary cause of the uprising
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wag the opiression and exploitation perpetrated by the feudal social
order prevailing in Ethiopia. VWhile the uprising was at its
infant stage, the )resent government, like its predessor, in order
to consolidate its power, started to talk about & "solution" of
the Eritrean case without presenting any concrete - roposals that
would meet the uspirations of the Eritrean people. However, this
policy is a decentive intrigue designed to undermine snd abort the
Eritrean people's cause. In fact, it is obvious that the present
government, by its very nature is incapable of solving the problems
facing the o . ressed people of Ethiopia, let alone fulfilling the
demands of the Eritrean people. An Ethiopian government that re-
presents the interests of the Ethiopian people, &nd in princi .le
endorses the aspirations of the Eritrean people for com' lete in-
dependence has not yet come; that this is the case is obvious and
certain. To speculate @as to whether it will come soon is to indulge
in an idle gues:. The struggle of the ‘eople of the vorld is ad-
vancing while imperizlisr is being defeated in meny fronts, and will
eventually be totally destroyved. Nevertheless, like tue Eritrean
proverb which says "A fool keccps on gambling until he loses all
his chips" (even though it is clear that he is going to loge), so
also imperialists aud their lackeys will 1.0t give up their evil
conspiracy and counter- revolutionary intrigues to oppress, exploit,
and plunder the people of the world until their final defeat and
destruction. )

The victories of tae peoples of Vietnam, Guinea Besseau, etc.,
did not come from the good hearts of Nixon or Spinola, but are the
results of peoples' perseverence in a persistent armed struggle.
Likewise, victory of the Eritrean people could only be a result of
& relentless continuation of armed strug le and canrot be granted
either by U.S. imperialists or the colonielist o ressors.

Although thc Eritrean Peonles Liberation Forces (E.P.L.F.), as

the representative of the Eritreen people does not foreclose any :1ol-

itical or peaceful solu-ion, it is its firm and fund:mental belief
thet the espirations of the Eritrean neonle for comjlete independence
end total liberation could only be realized through a resolute con-
tinuation of armed struggle. Especially at this period of time
E.P.L.F. does not want to be pnert of any nolitical game.

In the past few days, certain individuals ebroad, claiming to
be representatives of the Eritrean liberation strug: le, ennounced
their readiness to start negotiations vith the present Ethiopnian
government. Based on tuese events tie world press has step ed up
its news campaign on the issue.

Wtho authorired these individuals, wano on their own whims write,
speak and roclaim about the Eritrean :.eople's case and on “.eaceful
solution"? In taking such steps which organizaticn were they re-
pregenting? 1In short, the E.P.L.F. has nothing to do with this.
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The E.P.L.F. asserts tanat the force that is waging a dgter—
mined armed struggle inside Eritrea is the sole representaﬁlve of the
Eritrean people on any issue, whether it is of minor or major
significance. PFurthermore, it vehemently opposes the t?eachery
of opportunistic individuals, who in the name of the Lritrean people
advance their ovn selfish interests.

Victory to the strugsle of the Eritrean Yeo :le
Down with Imperialism and Ethionian Colonialism
Down with Political Swindlers!

No room for intrigues!

This is an unofficial translation by EFLNA from the original Tigrigna version
issued by EPLF. EFLNA is responsible for any errors or distortions that may
oceur in the translation.

25




MOZAMBIOUE MNOVES AHEAD

The ten years struggle of the people of Mozambigue
caused significant democratic hreakthrouchs in Portugal and
the national consciousness of the people was affected.

Frelimo had by July, come to a commanding position and wves
steadily moving southward. The Portuguese soldier, like his
counterpart in Guinea-Bissau wus demoralized and unwilling to
fight. Many times they were simply surrendering en masse.

The Mozambicue peovles continual spirited parades and demon-
strations in favor of their vanguard, Frelimo, hastened matters
dramatically.

It was no wonder then that the Portuguese Government, seeing
the writing on the wall, agreed finally to drop its froudulant
federation scheme and accept the people's right to indepeirdence.

Portugal and Frelimo have agreed for a trensitional
government dominated by the liberation front to trensfer power
in the period Sept. '74-June '75 from the colonial adninistration.
It is every true concerned person's fervent hope thet tue
impericlists would not be allowed to implement any deeds
contrary to the socialist aims of the vast majority of the
Mozambique masses.

INDEPENDENT GUINEA-BISSAU

It was a day of momentous victory to the oppresced peonles
of the world vhen on September 10, 1974, the negotiating
partners of PAIGC and the Portuguese military government
announced their agreement on the ending of Guinea Bissau's 400
years of Colonial domination. It took tihe Portuguese colonialists
13 years of an ever expanding popular mass-rebellion in the form
of armed struggle, to learn that a people's movement cann never be
extinguished and whoever tries to do so only becomes engulfed by
it.

’ The imnerialists and their foot-lickers were the only ones to
dgsperately try to cling to the past when the birth of the
Republic of Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verdes was announced a year
ago on September 23, 1973. jore than 80 countries had inmediately
recognized the new state.

The people of Guinea-Bissau, it has to be stated,had to be
interlocked ‘in. & fierce 13 year struggle before their oppressors
could see no way of turning back the hands of time. Nothing
illustrates this more than the Portuguese obstinency in holding
on to NATO strategically located Cape Verde Islands. Here, due to
understandably impossible geographical and technical conditions,
the liberation movement had only minimal effects.
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NEWS

On Sept. 20, 1974, LFLNA staged a vigorous demonstration
in N,Y.c. to protest the massacre of 250 Eritrean civilians
at Um Hajer. Many U.S. Third Vorld Progressive organizations and
individuals joined EFLNA in denouncing the barbaric and cold-
blooded murders of Eritreans by the Ethiopian military junta, backed
by U.S. Imperialism and Israeli Zionism. The demonstration vas
held in front of the U.N. building.

A meeting was held after the demonstration and EPLNA
conducted a discussion on "The Eritrean Revolutioh and the
military regime in Ethiopia."”

Two other demonstrations, one on Oct. 2 in V%.ashington and
the other on Oct. 9, in Detroit also took plece. They were
organized by their local chapters.

In Waghington an enthusiastic crowd of 60 Eritreans and other
progressive sympathizers marched from the Ethiopian Embascsy to
the U.S. State Department denouncing the heinous relationship
between these two organs of their respective regimes. The many
participants demanded the imriediate end of U.S. arms to the
fascist junta in Ethiopia. FKany sup»orters of the Eritrean
struggle expressed their outrage at the regimes barbaric massacre
of 250 civilians at Um Hajer.

The placards included "Death to the military junta",

"250 civilians massacred at Um Hajer", "Remove the Ethionian
troops from Eritrea" and "Stop Poisoning Eritrean Y.aters".
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