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ON AUGUST 2],1976 THE ETHIOPIAN PEQPLEST REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
CELEBRATES ITS ANNIVERSARY -THE PASSING OF A YEAR OF STRUGGLE

SINCE IT PUBLICLY DECLARED ITS EXISTENCE BY DISTRIBUTING ITS PROGRAM.
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STRUGGLE OF THE WORKERS AND OPPRESSED MASSES 8-11 F
Pestal workers strike, Lazaridis cetten factery
workers strike, Metahara sugar factery werkers
beat up managers, land reform officials condemn
jvnta, EWCC vews to fight on,oppressed seldiers
struggle, seldiers in Eritrea refuse te fight,
parartroep units rebel, clandestine publicatiens
by seldierS.....
REPRESSION AGAINST THE MASSES HEIGHTENED 12-14

arrests, executions, inhuman treatment ef priseners,
disarming of the peasants, new prisen, villages burnt...

JUNTA CAMPAIGN VERSUS YOUTH 14

WAR DRUMS IN THE HORN AND EAST AFRICA-WHO GAINS? 5
R e R T L T T X L R e e o a s SV AP,

+The reactienary intellectuals led by Haile Fida have supplied the
Derg with the list of 150 militants targeted fer liquidatien.

+ Ameng the recently arrested pregressive. indiviuals figures the
fermer gevernor of Kaffa, Aba Biva.

+ The junta has set up 2 "Peace Commission" feor Eritrea whese

moving perseonality is none ether than Tesfayve Tadesse,a 'well

knewn chauvinist and suspected CIA agent with field experience in
Beirut and Kharéoum,

+ William Schaufele, assistant secretary of state for African Affairs
declared en august 7 that the Derg is ®net anti-American but is only

trying te be secialist”. In the place of anti-American read " anti-
imperialist” and yeu can see that Schaufele is net revealing any

secret the Derg is net anti-imperialistilllll

************#*******k************************************************
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THE ETHIOPIAN FEOPLES RﬂVﬁLUTEOﬁ%EY_Pi&TXh&s censistently affinmﬁi

; thatlthe regime af the Derg is terribly iselated, fascistic aﬁd inherent
ly anti-demecratic. Fer all these whe had the cemmen sense and the conv'
lctlon te see threugh the regime®s demagegy and the apglagmst press 3t
was/is ‘clear that the Derg is webbli ng en its feet and is clinging te
pewer enly due te the backing ef US imperialism and the use of brute
ferce against the pepular masses., Events sinmé May Day have preven the
EPRP's affirmatien and peinted sut that the pepular denmand fer tﬁe
establishment ef a pepular previsisnal gevernment is the snly selutien
te get the ceuntrv eut ef chaes by giving pewer te the masses.

The Derg's preblem,which started the day it teek ever pewer and
even first when it censtituted itself and meved sbijectively te
perpetuate the expleitative system,are inssluble and immense;Its iéma ¥
gegy,its radical rhetarics,it$ bBlind repressien have net succeeded te
arrest the mass struggle.In the cities and the rural areas,the class
struggle rages en.It has puteut fascistic laws curtailing all demscr
atic liberties,it has sutlawed strikes(punishable by death "in serieus
cases"), made centact with the EPRP & fatal "crime?,arrested and excuted
countless militants.But the defisnt struggle ef the preletariat and
peer peasantry,as well as that ef the demecratic pecty-beurseeise,ce
ntinues ugbateé The EPRP is getting strenger mere and mere,The ferms
ef cembat &f the masses are diversifyving and deepening,The centradict. .-
iens within the Derg itself are expleding vielently and manifesting
themselves in bleedy purges.The demecratic mevement ef seldiers is
_gkin_ing strength.

Thé Derg has led Ethiepia inte-a pelitical and ecenemic chaes that
has never been seen befers.I+ has crewned terrer as its demagegy,which was
suppesed te® have been impreved by the Haile Fida greup ef pre~fascist
intellectuals,fails miserably te cenfuse the masses.Within the present
centext ef a develsping,richrcémylaxﬁand difficult revelutienary proéess
in which the EPRP is assuming the vanguard rele,the nee-celenial regime

ef the Derg is deemed.



THE REASONS FOR THE EXECUTIONS 0F"19%Perseng

On july ljfthe military regime annsunced that it has executed “1%%per
sens. Aneng the executed figured Majer Sisaye Derg member and chief ef
the Pelitical end Fereign Affairs cemmissien, General Cetachew Nadew,
militgfy geverner ef Eritvea,seven individuals accused ef “ecennic
sabatage“,seven ethers accused ef "leading the ceuntry int&\aJhliédhnth“
(actually & Jjunta menepelyl),iwe of takiong ¥ppibes® and sne fer“selling
state secrets®.

Te Begin with all evidence peints eut that the number ef eg@cu%gd
goes up te 75-81 @f-wh@m many were arrested werkers,students,ete.8ece
ndly ene is leigeﬁ te ge deep inte the reagems fer these exacutiens
as the junta is a knewn liar and as it has a habit ef mixing leftists
and rightists and executing then tegether umder the label ef “geunter
revelutienaries”.

The executien ef Sisaye manifests the instability that grips the Derg
even at such & high level of its pewer-helders.Theugh Sisaye,a willw
known rightist,was rumered many times te be im the precess ef'prgpar
ing a ceup d'etat it ceems unlikely that he actuidlly attempted @n@.&s
the Derg wants .& make us believe.tisay's fate was sealed when he came -
out in epen(in a latest Derg meeting}and uncewpremising eppesitien te
the alliance bétw&en Majer Mengistu(chief ef the Derg)and the Haile=
Fida leé iu-cllisctuzls Jgrouped arsunéd the “aAll-Bthiepian Secialist
Movement", a refermist eutfit.Thanks te the kacking ef Majer Mengistu,
the Haile Fida cligque net anly started a purge within the military and
the bureaucracy but was £illing thase vacant pests with its ewn leyal
people.As ministers,pelitical cemmissars,diregters,executives af the
powerful "Pseples® Organisng Office”,the Halle Fidas were becsming a
threat te Sisay and his greoup.Their Peeples® Qxéanising Office was
making his pelitical commissien pewerless.They were sending his eleme
nts within the Derg te fereign ceuntries en the flimsy pretext eof
"pelitical educatien ceursss"(Sisaye's assistant,lieutenant Bewketu

Kassa,refused te ge Moscew fer such an educatien and is new hiding).
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Majer Kires member eof the Berg and reacﬁi@nary head ef theYzemetcha"
(Campaign ef students +e teach in the rural areas) ,was alsaléppesed
te the Haile Fids Jreup.

There is ne deubt that Majer Sisaye was a trusted man ef the Americ
ans.When Kissinger vigited Renya, Sisaye talked te him fer three heurs
in the Nairebi Centinental Hetel.Ne deubt they must have discussed the
chfenic instability ef tha Derg.Americe,vhich Elays a deuble game ef
fully supperting the Derg and alse trying te stabilise it via a4 ceup
frem within it was ne deub: symphatetic te theMajer,All in all then,
Sisaye's eliminatien is a victery fer the Haile Fida greup whe have
utilised thé ®#Ccassien te centinue the purge ef all the elements
oppesed te them.Within theDerg itself,the centradictieng sharpen and
beceme cencre tiged between the coHlenel Atnafu and Majer Mengistu greups,

In fact,it is reperted that the seven civil servants executed under-
the charge @f leading the ceuntry inte a blesdbath are Bro=Atnafu ele
ments.All are Gedjjame Amharas, and Atnafu(whe is frem Gejjam himself)
have been knewnte use regisnaligt sentiments +te find backing fer himself,
Reperts ef ether pre-~Atnafy elements are alse ceming in,

The death ef CGeneral Getachew Nadlew seems te have been precipitated
by his suppert te the demand ef seldiers in Eritrea whe refused te
fight and calied en the Derg te find a Peaceful selutien.In fact,the
general had breught such a message te Addis Abeba prier te his executien,
Theugh Pelitically a rightist,he was claiming te suppert the seldiers®
demands.As te the ether seven whe were executed en charges ef ecenemic
sabetage (for having hearded kiles af red pepperiwere added 8 the list
ef executien fer celeur.Seme ef them were mere guards ef steres,ene was
an eld man whe rented a stere te a merchant,ene other was the sen &f -
merchant whe had 2scaped.These peeple,whem the Derg presented as rich
traders were se rich that a cellectien ef funds has been initiated at
the Mesque in the market area for their bereaved and destitute families!
The persen exscuted fer¥selling state secrets” was an unempleyed whehad

earlier been demeted (frem Majer) and expelled frem the Army by the Haile



Sellasie regime fer ne sther reasen than fer having seld secrets
of the state te a fereign ceuntry?

Censidering the fregquent executiens that the Derg carries eut frem
time te time(epenly and in secrets),it may seem justified/te think that
it censults a witchéecter whe advices it te engage in such a practice ts
exercise all preblems| Hewever,these exscutiens are dramatic affirmat
iens ef the intense preblems vhat the Derg faces.It is gripped with -

a develeping mass struggle that in turn fuels and accentuates the
internal centradictiens of the Derg itself.Sisaye's exe&ﬁtian may

give space te Majer Mengistu but it is apeisened atmesphere.The latti
ude ef manéeuvre is* restricted by the masses whe have entered the
pelitical scene with cenvictien and unity since February 1974 and are
NOT at all dispesed te assume secendary reles,The m@untlng represgien
Iagalnst the masses shew that the Derg's se-~called pregramme has falled,
it means that its alliance with the traitersusz intellectuals led by
Haile Fida has net breught it any selace.It means that we shall witness
mere executiens in the near future as a re=sult ef the internal pawer
struggle af the Derg.

Unlike tl: refermists,we de net have werries er nightmares specul
ating-as te whether it will be the bedy of Majer Mengistu er thet
ef cél@nel Atnafu that will be riddled with bullets.We shall centinue
the struggle agalnst the whele fascist batch and imperialism.If we have
anything te add te this it is te cautien the pregressive werld abeut
the practice ef the junta ef killing knewn reactisnaries tegether with'
revelutienaries and labelling the whele ef ihem as "ceunter revelutie
naries. In nevember 1274 (when it executed feudalists aleng with mere
than six demecratic seldiers and efficers) ,when it executed Tadesse Bir:
ané student leader Melese Tekle,recently in Agare when it killed mili
tant Zematch stuvdent zleng with feudalsists,the junta has shewn its
sly maneeuvre te cever up its anti-revelutisnaary actisns and dupe the
internatienal pregressive ferces.Such ferces,whe sheuld expese and

attack the repressive junta, need te remain vigilant. i



yg -IMPERIALISM MASSIVELY ARMS THE FASCIST MILITARY JUNTA

Earlier reperts by the ERRP have new been cenfirmed by the American

press.The Derg is receiving 200 millien American éellars werth ef

medern weapenry frem America.

Writing abeut this en Jdiy'6f1976,the Washingten Pest stated"the
biggest arms deai ef the US(in Africa that ié—ABYOT) is with Ethiepia.
where the United States is selling en a cash and credit basis twe
squadrens ef F-3E jet fighters and one of F~5As,several dezens ef
heavy M~60 tanks,three te six C-]130 transperts,an early warning
radar system an unknewn number ef armered persennel carriers and.
several anti-tank weééens.In effect Washingten has cemmitted itself
te re-eutfitting the Ethispian Air Ferce and army."”

The arms are centinuing te arrive in Bthiepia.
Now it is very clear that Amaricg, machiavellige as it is, will defin-
itley net put itself in a pesitien where it will arm massively a
"secialist gevernment". The facts are that the Ethiepian junta is
firmly pre-America whatever it may say in ene &f its periedic
demagegic fits.It is alse indicative that America seems generally
unperturbed by ine deminant pesitien that the Haile Fida cligue is
gainingQ

The junta and Ethiepia fit intp the American strategy fer the
centrel &f this strategic and velatile regi@n,WQShingtan censiders
the Derg a useful ally that will help keep the Red Sea within the
American erbit.The same werry that pushes America in the fermulatien
of its peliciegs tewards the Mediteranean centries {Merrecce, S?ain;
Portugal also etc) and the Red Sea area countries (be it Djibouti, Samalia
er even Yemen and beyend)are at werk in its attitude tewards the
unstable and unpepular Derg.It is. net by accident that America,which
since its set-bhack in Angela,has cencentrated its aié te a selected
few(Eenya,Zaire Seuth Africa)censiders Ethiepia a key te its African
pelicy.Given the whele situatien it is clear that whatewer misgivings
America may have abeut the durability ef the Derg it is net likely te
abanden it.It is sure that it wili try te stablise the Derg in ene

way er anéther.



JUNTA-ZIONIST RELATIONS DEVELOPING

We have cemmented upen the fact that the junts has been discreetly

but firmly develeping itsrelatisns with the Tel Aviv Zienists.Felle
wing the repert: that Isrﬁgli eificers were training the anti~revelut
jenary Nebelbil . Brigade in the Awash valley,the junta has taken ether
actiens that sh@é its pre-zienist eptiens. ”

*en July 6 newspapers in Tel Aviv cemmented that witheut the help
of Ethiepia and Kenya,the aggressive raid en Entebbe (Usanda)weuldn't
have succeeded.The gratitude ef the Zienists stems frem the fact that
the junta knewingly allewed the Israeli planes te everfly the éthiopian
airspace. .

*sur ewn seurces alse reveal that a squadren of Isreli fighter
jets were statiened in Harar Meda (in Seuth-Eastern Ethiepia,near the
Semali berder)in case ef any emergency om@ﬁimﬂﬁcns. during the Entebbe
raid

*in recent clandestine publicatiens, sppressed seldiers within
the Air Ferce and the army have revealed that a number ef Isrgelil
military efficers have reappeared in bases and camps as'advisers”,

The relatiens between the fascist Derg and the Zi@nists are expected
te intensify and diversify englebing ecenemic; military and intelligence
gathering fields.

THE DERG PROCLAIMED ¥YET ANOTHER FASCIST IAW

On July 5,1376 the junta preclaimed yvet anether penal law amendment
that clearly cenfirmed its fascist nature.Publicised as a law against
"ecenemic sabetage”(a crime Ffer which the derg is the primary culprit!)
the amendment is surely destined at; legalising the intensified repre&'
ssien against revelutienaries and the pepular masses.As fer the
beurgeesie neither the laws ner the Dergq's dispesitien are geing te
affect it in any radical manner. |

A cleser leek at the fascist law manifests that the Derg’s real



‘preeccupatisn is the vepressien ef the E?RP and the mass mevement,
The July 5 penal law amendment makes the fellewing crimes Qunishahle
by a rigar@us im?riémnmant @f 5-25 years er,"inkerieus cases"zwithl
life imprisenment wr DEATH:

‘*anyene the affects the eutpit eof state ewncd farms brrI;ﬁustri-
~es by sabetaging the machinery by pushing wsrkers te Strikg!or by any
eother means; _' \ T

*anyensz whe refuses er creates the refusal ef peasants ana wer
kers to m organised according to the Derg's praclamatisns;,

*anyene whe centacts, sympathises ar supperts any ef the anti-
peeple ergénisati@gs inside er eutside the;csuntxy«;

I*a';ny@ne whe at'tgmp ts er 1ealves' the country w:LtMutpe_riuss:Lm
O 5 is'quite clear that the junta wants te eutlaw ééiikes coﬁpletely,_
it wants te make all centacts with the EPRP a serieus crime(fer the
junta the EPRP is an anti-peeple srganisatien!).It wants te impede all
manifestatisns ef eppesitien by the werkers and peasants.While it has
been clear that the werkers and peasants de net want(and ﬁavg resisted)
te be a;ganise& under the junta's preclamatiens(which are undem.cﬁatic
:#nd bureaucratic anéd centrary te the autenemy e¢f the mass mevement),
_the.junta new wmakes ~this refusal a crime and hepes that it can break
;the apésﬁiti@n ef the masses.Hewever,the intensified mass struggle
againast the fascist junta asserts guite the centrary and makes-it cle
af that velumes ef penal law amendments er tens ef bullets will net

save the junta frem its inevitable deem.

" JUNTA SENDS PILOTS TO KENYA TO FIGHT UGANDA

The fascist military junta net enly cellabsrated with the Zienists in

their terrerist aggressien againét Uganda but it has new dispatched

a number of Alr Ferce pilets te Kenya te help éhis ceuntry in case it

- gees te war against Uganda.Aside frem the fact that Ethiepia and Kenya
have a befence Pact(eriented against Semalia)there is ne deubt that

US imperialism must have pulled seme strings in Addis te selicit this

aid te Ké@nyal



STRUGGLE OF THE PROLETARYAT AND POPULAR MASSES CONTINUES UNABATED

POSTAL STRIKE PARALYSES THE COUNIRY

Defying the fascist law that makes-strikes punishable even by
death and pretesting against the anti-werker actiens ef the Derg, the
Pessal werkers ef Addis Abehawamaﬁn.a.strike and paralysed the ceun
try's pestal-gervices, 5

The strike was calleg by the werkers because the dunta fercefully
reinstated six employers that the warkers' had, threush a unanimeus
meve,dismissed frem werk.Net enly that, theéhnta arrested areund 10
werker leaders whe were in charge ®f the Discussien Greups (a2 ferum
established by the junta but which has been turned by werkers inte
an anti-junta discussien gresuplef the pestal werkers.

COTTON FACTORY WORKERS GO ON STRIKE

Werkers ef the Lazridis cetten factery alse went en a strike dema
nding a series of ecensmic and Pelitical changes.

 BUGAR FACTORY WORKERS BEAT UP APMINSTRATORS, STRIKE REDORTED

The werkers of the Metahara sugar factery(ewned by the state and.the
Dutdh.camy&nymﬁva-which when exzpeiled by Sukarne frem Indenesia breu
ght its Wafe te Ethiepia)pretested unfair labeur cenditiens,state

and ﬁanag&mant cellusien, repressisen against their unien,lack ef
freeﬂ@mgetasﬁfragant and reactisnary FanaErs Wer2 beaten up by the
militant wgrkerseTheugh uncenfirmed (as we write this),it is reperted
that the werkers have decided te ge eﬁ a strike.The scarcity ef sugar
‘has,nenetheless,becene quite acute in the capital Addis Abeba itself,

- LAND EEFOGRM WORKERS OF SHOA DENOUNCE THE JUNTA

The land referm werkers ef Shea adminstrative regien have passzed a

- reselutien é&nenncimg the junta’s anti-peeple actiens.As a result,
“the junts hasg stepped up the repressi@h against them.The junta's
intellecutals are spearheading the repressien.By passing such a beld
resslutisn that agemly expeses and deneunces the fascist junté(that
demagegically claimed te be fer land referm),the land referm werkers

have dealt a2 big blew te the facade of the fascists and the apelegists.



ETHIOPTAN WOMEN COORDINATING COMMITTEE DENQUNCES JUNTA VCWS TO FIGHT

Tha Ethiopian Women's Coordinating Committee (EWCC) has been arbitrari
ly dissolved by the fascist junta and the Haile Fida led intellectual
clique.The EWCC despite its numerical,financial and other limitations,
had proved to be a militant autonomous organication o oppressed
women who were interested in setting-up a nation-wide Women's Assoc
iation.By dessolving the EWCC,the Fida cligue strives to set-up

a puppet women's association that will be tiea to the iascist junta
and the state.

The BWCC has issued a.statement denouncing the junta's anti-women
and anti-mass ofganisation action and condemned the traitorous inte
llectual clique which is spearheading the offensive against the
popular organisations.The EWCC vows to continue the struggle and has
called on oppressed Ethiopian women to double their struggle against
the fascist and chauvinist junta.The clandestine paper published by
revolutionary women DIRIB TAGAYWA,has condemned the juntca's action and
called on women to intensify the clandestine organisational work.

MASSES IN JIMMA REFUSE TO DEMONSTRATE IN SUUPORT OF JUNTA'S POLICY

TOWARDS ERITREA»MASSES OF HARA DISTRICT IN WOLLO REFUSE TO MARCE ON

ERITREA,

OCPFPRESSED SOLDIRES AND DEMOCRATIC OFFICERS INTENSIFY THEIR STRUGGLE

The democratic movement within the armed forces.thouch weak, is develo
ping in a promising manner as latest events indlcate. It is to be not-
ed that on May Day soldiers of Jijiga(in Hararche) had openiy and
defiantly destributed a tract denouncing their chief officer and affi
rming their solidarity with workers,poor peasants,etc.Others had
refused to repress demonstrator .The repression amidst the soldiers

is quite brutal.As a result,the work of democratic elements has been
met with difficulty.However the growning dissatisfaction of soldiers

and the gap that is widening between the Derg and the armed forces as
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a whole is opening up new pProspects.As &result secret study groups —
are mushrooming in various army units,and attembts to coordinate these
is being made.An example of this is the publication of the first issue
of the clandestine paper. ®*OPPRESSED SOLDIER" which denounces the anti
people junta and its politics of divide and rule.The paper calls on
all soldiers to join the camp of the revolution and turn their guns
against the junta and imperialism. OPPRESSED SOLDIER is intended to
Ee a papef around which the various secret grogups within the armed
forces will coordinate and unite their actions.

The struggle of the democratic soldiers revolves around political
and other issues that ame paﬂicu*ar to soldiers.Soldiers are refusi
ng to fight the Juntds war in Eritrea, they are calling for an end
to the repression of the oppressed masses, supporting the demands of
the popular masses:At the same time soldiers are struggling against
the stifling oppression they suffer in the hands of officers, the absc-
ence of any democracy within the armed forces, their incapacity (by lawd
to belong to any party etc,

CLANDESTINE PAPER OF THE ATR FORCE DENOUNCES JUNTA

Democratic officers of the air force,alpng with progressive soldiers

have distributed new issues of their clandestine paper, VOICE OF 'THE

AIR FORCE, in which they denounce the junta‘'s policies at the national
level and affifm their support to the EPRP and the struggle of the

oppressed masses.The paper denounces +he junta's war-mongering polici-

es and reveals® that numerous American and Igraeli military officers
have reappeared inforce in’ the airforce bases. The democratic officers
and soldiers denounce the junta's divisive tactics (it tells them that
the masses are rebelling because they are jealous of the military!!)
and affirm that they will struggle to integrate their efforts to that
of the EPRP and the popular masses directed against the junta and imp-
erialism,The Paper decnounces the Haile Fida grouﬁ which collaborates

with the fascist junta,
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AIR FORCE PILOTE IN HARAR MEDA REFUSE TO FLY

Recenflyiwhen Teferi Benti chief ¢f the milit@ry regime went to

Harar to attend the graduation ceremony of cadets of the Harar B
Military Academy air force officers refused to fly jet fighters as
part of the of 7icial ceremogy.This refusal was a manifestation of the
officers oppsition to the Derg. FHollowing this Major Mengistu

(chief of the Derg) rushed to negotiate and calm down the officers.,

The gituation remalny tense.

The situatiocn withiq the paratroop soldiers is becoming tense.To begin
with, those who were in Eritrea refused to fight and called on the

Derg to find a peaceful solution.As apunishment many of them were
transfered to Bale{near the Somali frontier).In Bald their agitation
against the Derg is continuing.

Followin%the incident in Harar concertning air force offecers, units
of the paratroop surrounded the Air Force base at Debre Zeit and
called on the Air Force cffecers and soldiers to unite with them in an
open rebrellion against the D2rg. The paratroop soldiers clearly
expressed their demand-an end to the Derg's regime and the establishm-
ent of a popular prcvisional goverment. The Derg immidiately disﬁatch-
ed tanks and loyalist troocps and, before the air force units decided
one way or another,a f.ghting snsued oetween the Derg's soldiers and
the paratroopers. Many of the latter were arrested while many others

escapaed, The situation remains heavily precccupying for the Derg.

SOLDIZRE IN ERTREA CONDEMN WAR ONECE AGAIN

Soldiers in Eritrea have once again informed the Derg that it must
find a psaceful soluticon and end its war activities against the
Eritrean masses. In fact the soldiers handed this firm demand of
theirs to their commanding éeneral Getachew Nadew when the latter
was called back to Addis Abehka,Getachew was executed along with

Major Sisaye and.it is reporited that his support for the solidiers'

demands sealed his fate.
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REPRESSION AGAINST THE POPULAR MASSES INTENSIFIED BY THE JUNTA

The intensified struggle of the masses in the urban centers and the

_ rural_areas, the growing contradiction between the Derg and the érmed
forces,the incapacity of the reformiszt intellectuals to soliéit supp
Iort or gain a social base of stability for the regime,the failure of
its.proposed maxrch on Eritrea,the undeniable strength of the EPRP,etc
have put the Derg into a state of frenzy. Like a mad dog it attacks all
and sundry and éarries out a dav to dav repression in almost all the
cornexrs of the country.

The EPRP has through various commuingues and through the columns of
its organs DEMOCRACIA znd LABADER, as well as through the pages of
ABIYOT documented the barbarian actions of the fascist Derg.At pfeéent,
the repression continues but has been intensified to a high level
especially since May Day and since the Derg realised that its so-called
programme for the revolution and call for a united front has not
- succeeded to hoodwink anyone.The growing repression of the Derg is an
act of desperation.The reformist intellectuals led by Haile Fida and
Senay/ Likke shares this desperation and haven now supplied the junta
‘with the names of 150 vevolutionaries targeted for liguidation.

*more than 100" Zematch students who marched on the capital's
:municipality demanding work haﬁe been arréste& and whisked to concent

iration camps and prisons. (Julyvlé)

*the repression against teachers has become particularly violent
ja.nd the number of arrested teachers has risen to 350(bv Suly 17)

*the Derg and the reformists have concentrated their represssive
machinexry on the following.

*Workers of the Chilalé Agriculiural Development Unit (CADU) in Arussi,
ﬁérkers*éf EPID(organisation for the development of farming methods),
' the workers of the agricultural development -unit of Wolayta (WADU), land

reform officials like that of Shoa etc...

areas where the Derg's vepression has been intensified are Kaffa,
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part of Illubabor,Arussi,Wollo,Sidamo(especially in Wolayata,Kembatta
Deragsa), Bale,Wollega(especially in Kelem province), ghoa(especially
in Haikoch and Butajira,Yifat and Timuga,Chebo and Gurage) and Tigrav.
Though_the repression in these areas has been accentutated,almost all
the remaining adminstrative regions are affected by the junta's
repressive actions.

*Following intensified struggle by workers,especially since May
Pay and since the junta forcefully suspended the meeting of the
Industiral Unions on June 2 the arrest within the ranks of workers has
increased.In the last month, the factoxry that has been extremely
affected has been the Indo-Ethiopian Textile factory at kkaki.

*In Jimma (capital of Kaffa,western Ethiopia), numerous workers
who participated in the May Day anti-junta demonstration have been
rounded up. In Agaro a massacre of peasants,workers and students has
been reported.

*in wolliso(Shoa)troops led by the notorious Major Getachew
Shibeshi continue the house to house search and arrests.A Zematch
student was the latest victim-he was shot in his bed by the troops.

Through out the country the repression goes on in an unprecedentdd
scale.Prisons and military camps are full of inmates,so much so that
the Derg is building a new and big prison camp to supplement the one
already buikt in the Ogaden desert.

The repression against the masses is multi-form.Arrests and mass
executions are alternated with disarming of the peasantry(as in Sidamo)
énd secret executions.Inhuman treatment of prisoners(in Kaffajprisnne
rs have been forced to drink a mixture of mud and urine)and torture ¢
frequent.Threats and dissolution ¢f mass organisations, the creation o=
an atmosphere of fear and terror by saturating the country with info:
mers are some of the forms of the repression.Peasants who refased to

comply like the peasants of Hara district in Wollo who refused to mar:i:
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against the Eritrean masses have seen their villages burnt to the gro
und and their kinfolks massacred.The nauseating daily barragelof fasc
ist and reformist demagogy and.lies is unbearably repressive.Progressive
elements continue to be killed along with die-hard feudalists who lacked
the common sense to arrange at an unerstanding with the supple Dery,

Thanks to the despicable police work being done by the traitors
led by Haile Fida,the Derg is moving in éprutally energetic manner
against the revolutionary elements.It has concluded,just like the
ferormists,tnat without the destruction of the EPRP it cannot have
Peace and stablity.Hence +he latest intensified drive to "break the
EPRP, #

- THE JUNTA-FIDA CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE YOUTH

With the guidance of the reformist scums filling the junta bureaucracy,
the Derg has stepped up its campaign against the students and the
Zematch(campaigners).All its attempts to divide the youth having
failed miserably, the junta has been forced to admit that the militant
youth is totally and firmly opposed to it. While it arrested more

than a 1000 zematch on july 16 {they were guilty of asking for work!l}it
staged a demagogic ceremony on the morrow +o officially close the
Zemetcha which has unofficially and firmly been closed by the & den
tz by the Zematch majority and the junta had to £iil the ranks with
police,district committee elements and others in order to make believe
that thousands of Zematch demonstrated in peace and euphoria.On the
contrary,thousands o@%ematch are bitterly against the Derg's regime,
Scores of them have been ligquidated by the Derg,thousands ars in
prisdlHundreds of them are in exile living an existence that is fuil
of suffering and humiliation. (On july S5,the junta made fleeing into
exile a crime punishable by imprisonment or deathl) As we wrote in

the last AB¥OT (no.5) the zematch students have set-up their own
clandestine anti-junta union and are firmly in the camp of the

revolutionary forces,
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WAR DRUMS IN EAST AFRICA WHO DRAWS THE ADVANTAGE?

VWashington is massively arming Iran and Saudi Arabia and'assuring

its control over the gqulf area, it is using Israel and Syria to
partition Lebanon or at least to liguidate the Palestini@n revolution
and the Lebanese Left and to subseguently impose its pax-Americana in
the Middle East.Through Spain, Morocco and even Pbrtugal it tries to
keep its power over the.Mediterranean aréa intact.In the same way and
in a very much connected way it is arming Kenya ,Zaire and Ethiopia in
a massive way to maintain its interests in the area.

The region called the Horn of Africa and East Africa is highly
strategic in'te;ms of Affica and the Arabi&n Gulf and the Middlé East.
The Red Séa and the Béb~el Mandeb are itsportant for the power that
wants to control the route of the oil tankers and the situation in
the region.Without them free passage through the Suez canal will be
a myth. This consideration has been in the center of America's policy
decision concerning the area.

Following the Entebbe raid by the Zionists, tensions have mounted
between Kenya and Uganda.The two countries have reached the brinks of
a dangerous war.America;Enqland and Ethicpia are firﬁly on the side
©f the senile puppet in Nairobi:Idi Amin Ffulminates and raves and his
barbaric regime is so hated by the people that he is justifiamiy
scared that the masses will not fight his war or that such an occa-
ssion may give good opportunity to some other military men who surely
must be contempiating a coup d'etat.At the same time, the approaching
referendum in Djibouti has heightened the tension in the Horn of Afric
The forced resignation of Ali Aref opens up a path but it hardly bring
any solution. The Derq is preparing to go to war aaainst Somalia over
Diibouti; the recent manoeuvre by the Ethiopian army 30 miles off the
border with French colony is not a mere routine excercise. Hence a waz
between Somalia and Ethilopia is not to be excluded and the integna-ior
significance of such a war(one is armed by America and the othefr by

the Soviet Union)is not difficult to imagine.
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™~ Tthiopizn Peoples' Revolutibnary Party has already through a
coin o iigue made its stand clear by condeming the reactionary ra2gimes
of *73and Uganda and by calling on the masses to frustrate the

war-mongers.A war between Kenya and Uganda will be a war to tﬁé
adfgntage of Imperialism it will be a help to the reactionary forces.
The revolutionary class struggle in both countries will be affected,
the chauvinism that is being fanned will be a long-standing obstacle
for the unity of the oppressed masses on a class basis.

At the same time ﬁhe‘éeoples'of Djibouti must be given the full right
to determine their desﬁiny-by themselves, colonialism and its puygéks:
must be eliminated theifutﬁre.of Djibouti is something that can be deci
ded only by the masses themselves free from ANY outside interference.
Both Ethiopia and Somalia must renounce hegemoniétic claims. Not only
that,if they go to war over Djiouti it will be an act that will be
det%ncntal to the revolutionary process and class struggle in the area,
it wili be against the aspirations of their masses in their respective
countries and in Djibouti itself.As such, the ﬁPRP stands opposed to-all
outside interference in the affairs of the Djibouti peoples(ﬁfgr and
Somali) and will stand opposed to any war that may ensue betweeh Ethi
opia and Somalia.In this respect, the EPRP condemns firmly the fascist
military junta that is preparing, in accordance with colonialism and
Us imperialism, to unleash war against the peoples in Djibouti and the
fraternal masses in Somalia.

The combined efforts of the revolutionafy forces in the region and
elscwhere is required to frustrate the imperialo-reactionary plan
that will create hotbgds of war and lead to the further enslavemeu: of
the masses in the region. Such localised wars serve the merchants of
arm* and death-the imperialist powers. Such wars help them to destroy
revo.utionary movements in the region and to divert the class struggle.
The only war that the masses in the region must fight must be the

class war against the local reactionaries and imperialism.



