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The famine that is ravacing almost the whole of
niopia ie getting worse despitc the international

cee Thournande of pecople

till rcmain beyond the reach.s of the rclief ngcneics
G

nough. Thc dcath

and government in many
itcrn countrics and the astounding cfforts mnde to
Lp the suffcring peoplc »f Dthiopia is more than
roiscworthy. The common pcopl: who took it upon them-
lves to share wh~t thcecy can with tha faminc victims

for surc deserve the gpeeianl thihke of the
thiopinn pesple = their concern and gencrosity will
ot be forgotten. The wvast mob&ivnti)n which f>llowcd
1 ghowing of thc poignnt BEC TV film by Mohamed
1in hns highlighted in r:vcrsc!%hc fatal and

tractcd indiffercnec ;h:‘g uiuyi n. i litnys

gime. That the aid arrived belatedly for thoucnnds

primarily the fnult sf the Mangistu regimec.




rm solution for the famine probler

LNCon vable with the continuation of the present
Lme. " “ PR xisting litical and economic policy
' ¢ th ] t of th conomic problem: the drought is

erely a secendary catalyst. Thin is why we insist that

)

root cause of the problem facing the Ethiopian people
none other than the fascist junta aideqd and abetted by

Sslan imperialism. Hence, ocur call for the intensifi-

lation of the popular struggle.

lp. Lives have to be saved

ncwever, the people who are starving need immediate

now, And thias is why we

ondemn some mo-called liberation fronts who disrupt the

M ¢
4

lef effort in order to Zain propaganda coverage. This
ac cruel and as eall-ous as the acts of the regime,

definitive solution to the famine problem c¢sn be

L

™
"

lven only by the Bthiopian people through their struggle.

existing tragedy calls for an international effort.

hiopians abroad who have positively started to mobilise

mselves sihiould intensify their efforts to call on

international public to render more assistance to

€ starving milliens in Ethiopia. Our thanks for what

been done should be accompanied by a call for more
‘p for the situation is still catastrophic and the
ith rate cominues to rise. 1)85 will be a year of

line in Ethiopia.
* ok ok ok ok ok
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[n the above places tractors, combincro,
vter pumping goncerators, poultry farms,

ruit plant~tions, dams,etc...h ve bcen destroyed




1 ! Lt h f on
k\ ! <
d , inst)
] I i C 4T o
ll ] + - [[1

roupcd 1in 0o pel
11" | '1 1"‘1‘ N 11’1
uoY e Lk ) B8

R0 ttlemoent

‘inc th Bl l sment

nd ¢ r on virgin 1:nds/arcnas

t { J r\.«A n + ‘,,;‘i-r\’r“ U DI 1 Weks +'
rzhum., Th ttempt ~t tting-
L 4 ~ PP v
t 24 |
rmg), hn €n cvidcneced in all
1 -
: ne an¢ thec 14 provinces

o gl , :
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t sites are
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f~acilitics arc required to

thir ruch dcbilitating diseases.

vernirent was not preoccupied by
icrationg i proved by some of
1t hod choason. While ther:: asre

towns, many werc situatced far

£. alth fncilities were not ecet-
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1"1 ;1“ Phe military COV rnment did not
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that thc ovcrnll policy

Poxr THC falilur of & hc wheol«
T a

the following gpcC]

jootk in e lastiainc JEE
ons can } nt ioncd
. the whol. proyee t wns lmunchcd not with the prim- T
neidor~tion of h lping thc P yplc but to solvc th
recgime'= own prioritice ~nd problimeE.

wne booed on 1eficit finance ~nd thc

.f cortinuour forzign ~id.

info nd cd yoot t 1ol
P! 1 . .
R o fonoibillty dudics wWeTr mndc iforch”nd, noxr
VI 3 ~ A ~ " A 4 3 N~ - n - | " 3
nough prepol t ionc mndc to h.lp the acttlcre.

frrccd tO jcin rt“tc—covirnlltl

b ivce, they VW o denicd the right to produce

11 g they saw
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5, farming cquipm nt X ~1ih~q‘f1~°trﬂycd through
wns non-fun to 1~ck of gpArCnY”

locnl pcople wersa
projcctcs

+10nnl du C

6, ncithcT t h ~cttlcrs nor the
ucefulness of the

freetively on t hd
run the wholcC progY o’

there whe nO traincd manpower %0
wholc program wae an ill—congcivvd.

lzunchgd for ultcrior
The fact thnt'thc

[n. #hort, the
imprnvLSud, wastcful prljuut
|

motives 9N the onrt of the rogime.
~nd Humera ( GOnd :-l]«‘) ané

q nscttleTs ncar Metema

(in the Ogﬂdcn) d Production Tack Forcc’
ctively f-ct thot they nre
y purposec
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Lil Bh Ltu~tion 1 I differcnt now? It ic very
- 1. . - ) g .
lL1kcly judging fron 11 indications. To bcgin with,
nC preecnt move is as haety ~g can be im~rgined, ~
'in xamplc of an ill-conccived imprcvised projact.
1fficc it to mention that the r gime's Tcn Ycar
n did not cnvisage such a large-scale project. Which

gocs to show that the regime's prescnt cigim thnt

U had alwoys congidcred rcsecttlument as a working

ution for the food problem is nothing but an out-
ight lie. Anyway, it is clear that the junta has mnde

preparations whatsocver for ouch a_mnhssiv. projcct

t will ~ffect 2%, million Ethiopiang in the necar
iturc, The plnn is rhoddy and the expectation of

ieive forecign hilp from the West could very well be

more than the peoor man's drcam butter as Ethiopians

tr
J .

Definitely, only thce very cnllous and perverse can
y let the starving dic where they nre so long as the
yve elscewhere connot guarantee them a better life.
e fact that the pcoplec on the verge of n sure dcath

I the arid arcas of Wollo,Tigrai, etc... move to

r¢ fertile regions cannot be condcmned by sane pcoplc.

wever, there is no doubt that the rcscttlement
‘oject cannot fulfill its longterm and basic aim of
iminating the poverty of the pcoplc, nor will it
'ing about incrensed ﬂgriaultural rroduction. The
ct that the settlers ncar Metema, -undernourished

d in tattcrs, rescmblc the ones in the faminc




The Ethiopinn military T cime hos handed over Ee
S -l Yo . AI TN 3 ' S
South Ycmen government the TULU-Kondala recsetlle-

1t site which was initiated with a hclp from FAO

mhe Tulu-Kondala site (nlso known as Hudad 8) was
t—up back in 1976 with thc help of thc UN organiz-
ion FAO in ordcr to function ns nn agro-mechanics
inine camp-cum- modcrn f~rm. Thec site consistcd of
} gashas ( 1,120 peetares) of fertilc 1and which
flouriching ns modcl modcrn farm. It SO happoned
t Ali Nassecr, prccid nt of South Yemen, saw the
itc while driving AGYOSS to vieit the Botter-Tolle
ilitary camp. He wase imprcsscd by the fertile land
nd the watcerfall ~nd cmnruquuntly nakecd Mengistu to
iv: the placec to Sﬂuth-Yum*n. The dictntor of

thiopin cgreed without hcsitntion.

The rosult? This ngesture of fricndship" on the
~rt of Mcngistu 1cd to the cviction of 680 Ethiopinn
casonts (gcttlers) who h~ve been forced now to
nily labourcrs cmploycd by the South Ycmeni

oan were ducly ~nd

iccome d:

wttlerese The ﬂov~rnm.nt cmployccC
ferred oclagcwhere. Scorces of South Ycmeni

pictly trans




On november 9, units of th

EPRA launchecd a2 surpri
‘'ttnck on the town of Kumcr, com. 24 kme. from the

‘ the Bthio-Sudancse border),and -
occupied it nfter tot-1lly routing thc cnemy force.

The soldicrs nnd militin in Mctomn and Shedi were
blocked effectively from rend ring help and their
panicky situntion was highlighted by thcir blind

nd continuous shooting.

|- 111N W : mnine - ~ - -~ f
The junta w pl-nning to strcngthen Kumcr ns a
military ccentrc ~nd 2 launching pad for anti-EPRL
campaigns. Th rmcd cnomy forec in Kumer suffercd

serious concuddtice (gcorcs werc cnpturcd) ~nd the
EPRA cnpturcd n good nnm#r of automatic and bolt
riflcs, -mMmunitions, mcdicinc, other materiel znd
two vchiclcs. Thce EPR.. victory has been hailed by th
local populacc.

In the me~nwhile, EPRA units opernting on the sho:
of Lakc Tana have continued their multi-faceted task:
of consolidnting the Alofﬂ—S:rﬁko arcas which have
been freced from.junta control sometime ago. [ number
of snice have becn apprchended by the organized

.

pecople nnd other anti-pcople elcments have been also

disnrmed.




ritl O OO0 ~lre~rdy do |
: lrcndy decad nnd some 8)% million
D : {(‘1' (.‘.l““) = T | - -

thcre is no doubt that the famine in

hiopin is gprcoding. Howes

~-~ding. Howcver, the concentrated relief
vyt in northcrn Ethiopina is covering up the fact
1t the famine in the southern regions is renching
ry gerious lcov: 1s.

Wwhilce I~y v - =P . =
Yhile Hhrarghce and Bhlc are the worst o~ffected,

~nd Gamo Goffa ~re also cuffering
In Balc, cattle have dicd

Sidamo

yme pnrts of
rom thc cffccts of drought.

~+ numburs and the X ports

N (':‘T
ndic~te an upward risc. It should bS pointed out that
he pelicf cffort in th.sc areanc, though cxieting, 1is

cry little oTr inandcquatce.
In the moantimd the juntn mnss mcdin continucs its

mpaign of covering up in nn offort to deny that the

cpime benrs MY responaibility fo
the blatant ~ccusation dircctcd ~ngrinst

spond in time, So¥E the junta) 1is

ccompnnicd by rcpeated ngaertions that the

n wholc ~re rcsponsible for the

cnrclessly cut dovn trces.(ref.

r the cotnstrophc.

lcnee,
rs ( they did not rc

eing
thiopion peogle 0.8
1vought 086 they hoave

Rndio Ad'iS Abcbar,october 31 ).
‘s who rcturncd from D

The plight of rufuggecs
Ag gomc have bech gettled in

in the south,

jibouti

is also getting wors

hdroughb’
l

bout humnn death ratces

~id don-
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rdingly. The, fact is quite known ruch
4
o - chrnerin nf } }
h grin of thc junta - tho party headquarter

cost at lcast 120 mil

-

ion Birr and this is only a
fraction of the total amount spent by the juanta on
simil~r buildings, monumcnts, thoe party congress
itself nnd its september 12 ceclcbrations,

Acetu~lly, it sccm 7 if the dictator himaelf fclt
that his lis was not e¢ndugh, For, it didn't takc him
long to ndd that "Ethiopin has enough glorisus history
to warrant the building of at least onc party HQ"!!

[f this is not n clacsic case of non-sequitur it would

hav. been a rc~l puzzlc,

Eritrcan Fronts to Mcrge

e e . e Bl

The threce Eritrenn liberation fronts, which had

onrlicr formed o united front, are going to hold the

final mcoting which will actuanlis¢ their merger. The
mecting is schedulcd for Dec., 10 and it will bring
together thc ELF-PLF(RC), the ELF-PLF(UO) and the
ELF(RC). Alrcndy the rclief orgnnlzations of nll
threce fronts “mve mcrgcd.

The merger of the thrcec fronts comes after n long
proccsg of efforts aimed nt removing rthe division

which plagues the Eritrean organizations. The effort

"of these three fronts has the backing of important
he region. It is hoped that the

Arab countries in 1t
y for the intensifi-

merger will furthor p.ve the wa
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The second round of the sc—c lled National

d

Nilitary Scrvice is expeeted to begin
“he more than 50,000 youths roundcd up for
the first program havc graduated from four
camps and there are reports that some of

them will

1

0C s00n scen in action in the
larious war fronts.

Previous plans of the junta cnvisnged to
train close to 200,000 youths in thc geeond
round. Howcver, the spr vWling famine an
the resultant rescettlement is expected to
£2i1 this plan.

s

Still, gome junth sources
incict that this sccond roynd will begin

chortly with much more number than thc

»TCVious one. Thousands of youths have already

becn registered and intenzificd control and
repression has reduced the number of youths
Who avcid the draft by fleeing into exile,
The USS whosc officers cupervise the
training camps, /s said to be in favour of
the immedintec bcgj_r_ming of the sceond round
of training,

Kok ok ok koK ok k

ah rtly.
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The othcl jor front, 1 )

S L along
Y;Tfﬁ‘tv\ tho mcracr move anda nas, 11 fact, S

- BT which
ccndemned the unity of the thrce organlz- :

organ
h
.1,( }l‘ Tu

~{ionsg as "an Arab plot dirccted agninst
the ‘EPLF". This intwmmwlgent position on
vert of the EPLF has for surc compounded the

nasoe
L8 s\

: - S ik eluci
ore blem f-cing the Eritrcan struggle which
: | 7 > : : Cong
hae beon weakcncd morce by the fronte inter- &
Bl \ \ o whic
necine fighting (civil war) rather than by ;
: | - e con
the nctions of thce militnary regimc.
cont

SPRE Publihscd !

S : rc8)
sumnation oSuimn 1y . | urh
uni

A special issuc = of DEMOCRACIA,  thc organ :
of ihe EPRP, has prcsented a summory of the | -
exhrustive summntion made by the Second Congress
of the EPRP, hcld in the liberated tcrritories |
in March 1984.

the Second Congress of the wr/RP nad moac
a d3tciled evaluation of the pnst 12 yecars
of EPRP's struggle against the cnemies of

S

tto Ethiopinn people., The Congress based

o i oul
itself on several documecnts outlining the varlo

'-UO-LJLII.LJIB UL GIe G(_EC’)nd I‘Cllnd




Mengigtu Lics- Agnin!

Lt. colon.] Mcengistu, despite the Culogiec:

heapcd upon him by hisg wdmircrs and hirclings

it quite well-kn-vn for hic pencnint for

demagogy and outright unnbashed lics, MThis
trit has ~gnin 1 n confirmed in A press
intcrview he 82Ve in Addis Abebn in mid-
nevember,

Countcring charges that hia regime gpent
millions on buildings and cclebrations whil
million: starved, hc

} declared that the
new hcadquarter built for the juntn

cott only ten mill jon

party
Eirr. An ultra-medern
building, with A mecting hall cap ble of
nolding 3000 bcople, a caftorin
at least 2000 ok

crtering for
time, o cincing hall,

VZrious confercnec FOooms,etc,acte, . .conts
only ten million Birr!? When the building

Wag opcned n fow months back the Junta masgs

media itgelf was trying harg to convinece 11
and sundry that this plush ang modern building

i8.4 mnrvel to bcholqd, No matter- since the
indisputablc dictator has
10 mill jon Birr thc

221id it cost only
Prcvious statement g will

S u—




Gor dar/Bahr Dar

Micnight House Scorchcs Launched

B e T ——

Th¢ anti=EPRP moves of the junta have becen
intcngified in Gondnr and many towns of Gojjm
rcgion.(scc ABYOT N 8. 1&2 for other detnils).,
The grodunlly incrcasing r priszive ¢ mp~ign
1s how ch-ractiriscd by cudden 1ot -night
(ust 11y ~t midnight or ~ftcr) housc to hougc
sCarichus. Such s archcs h-ve nlready occurcd
in Condar city ~nd in B hr Dar (Gojjam). A
nuntk cr of peopl. have booen porchcecnded ~nd
jail.d on o varicty of vagu. ch rgca. Thisg
campaign of crecping terror, nccompanied by
officinl verbal thr nta of mnsasive tcrror,
12 s~imed at asasuring th docility of the
ncoplc whosc riestivincgs ic plninly in cvidcncc
i1 cupport of the incrensing ~ctivitics of
the EFR... '

Ibc junta officiale have tightcned their
D control and ~ro Planning to initinte morec
travel rcstrictiong,
10ves of the Junta it
the EPRP has infiltra

structure

Judging from the frensied

ted or strngthcned its
8 in the various towns and villages

4

a3

4
t
2
1
.
»

Ls apparcnt that it f(ﬂrs?




‘tional
Tulu-Kondnln is in t provincc¢ of

Metcha in the A¢ 1t i reeion of

It is to be rem mbered that South Yemeni
troors served ag R gsian mere-narics h lping

the teloapurred rcgime of coloncel M

ncl engistu,

\ T

Numcrous South Yemeni mili tary officors

ctill present in Ethiopin, 1In addition,
Lihiopin and South Yemen
tact with Libyn, n pact

Inperinlint

hnv signed n military
which scrvee the
aims of Moscow in tho regione.

The military regime hng trieqd to keep the
wholc Tff“jl"1(“]17U1y—81UHVh,1 scercts ' The

fact that wpo moncy is usod for forcign setitlers

“duld be umbﬁrﬂnning since thq regimé doos net
bothes itaclf so much ng how Ethiopiang view
the w}ole affair,

% %k % %




r . - : i { 4 ] 3 oA
wlps of Tigrai and Wollo, indicAt Gl futil i SQ
rl woithlcssn ol the whole end our so long Fg
s the £ t military junta hnndl Lt ‘
A B ol A B hat .
The military regime has tried to 11de the tru

tate ¢f affairs concerni ng its failed project

S we ravc reveanled in this cxelu ive report the

corc has been dismal, thc cost has be cn great

na the human suffering involved quitc ngonizing. o]
<1 adpraisal of the whol issuc, frced from .
1tenable partisan cries of wholusale for or tl
se118t, shows that th past expericnce is on °8

f:l ilure & And tl"“,g s featl Yo nd char: cterist ieall Y s v

€ jurta will not change jts

ways. While it has i
riod to woo western

nid donorg by

\llcging th-t 8
1¢ getilers will be let

L

\lone to farm as Hi"“/

se Asfaw

& 450 YWy on: '7lr -f l'll 1 lx[‘\ 1
record stoti nhg that
orgonized in coops

peratives -
‘epunding on thoir lcvel of consciousncas™®

oviously, it is th. juntn wi
>coxdar ¢«

Llense, no legs than Log:

unta ol1ficinls, went on

ac settlcrs will be

10 Will decide in
with its Tcn Year Plan to
1d/or rut the

1

collcctivige !
majerity of the

Ilthiopinn pcasntry 5
8tate-run cooperntive

(=]
‘e

It 18 all a emgo
[ter teking o bath,

iing is that tho b

of wallowing in the mud

Put in thig cace

s thc sad
ath tud didn't even h

ave water!
KXk _ kokxk
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 rodual an xemplary monl the benectit (

settling and cngnglng 1n 1orming, t) rceim

Fastily T und.d up th nomnd: nd dumpecd them

in modern much~nizcid farme a2t A'VARA 1 SLKA,

\'TBARA, HALIDEB 'L, MILL nd DEHO. The

nomads, as ic to b rncetcd, eaw no benefit L

p- artations. ToO th wngry official of thi
rcgimec they gove an npt reply our cnttl

| . . . i
a1 ¢ morc important than the maizc and vegotables!®

|
¥ dAlcese to say that the projcet h:3 collanced. :
. 3

Needloens to say that the whole program has
been compounded by the fact that the settlers
themselves wers mrde up of peacants, roundced-
up urban uncmploycd, rotirced soldicrs nnd

e R i

cven

emall merchants. The motcly colleection han led

to divcrsification of intcrcestc nnd prioritics

thercby ngaravating the overall ~narchy and

dirruption.




e Th
order
Lxampl '. na r 3] 100 0 .9 ) gctt ] N1 pl
te tions wer | i ik ( bce t mob;
ol ' | 1 Jy drought-strickcn. A ] L% me
€ p ant from 1o who hed ne ok a0 L
fre wel X W od t tr-~nasf cr to i G hea
acithoms 5 larly p.asn from 1ol } remilit
~ken to ATD wACHA (Keffn) found out thnt t! Taus
ilec wos uninh~bit~bl: pgs theyihad. to | t+-lzcn nd
o Tedell 1 oo . Th bacence ol | it corY Vol 18
1ngr causcd immonse cufferings to the scttlire ‘ 2 gt
cwtn in relativily cstablighcd nrcas like the th.
iz ort Btatc. f2rm in Gondnaw Th bscecnece of the fi
or: or studics ~nd preporations -~nd the conscquent o
g Yoeation of the scttlers from one mite to Vor r"
okner hhes agprovatod the miscry of ‘the p nt
gerttler and contributcd to'th unpopul-rity ~nd T!".“:
we.rtefulness of the whol. progr-m. m'wnw‘:.l
Phis ie not all. &4s the case of .some 30,0 octtls

y

ey

~ - . r - ’ . { nrmi
scttlors from Tigrai, 'ollo,and Kembata-H-diyn -

3
tokao 8
(taken to Wollegn ; ] Balce)shows, the ill- .

: oversy
conccived rescttlor:ent progrom hos 1od to the ¢
' : s ; . : nticg

break-up of frmilies. This ig becnouse the ]
with}

| bc com

government, which hnd trkcn only the mal
hcods of familics, fniled to bring ovcr tha

wivee and children to thc settlecment arcag. 'fqll '

Ttc situation has incrceescd the overall confusion ,l
!

wd the flecing of the scttlers from the gitces.

01 inm




military gcv.rnm:nt lounch 1 the whol
ct without ad.guate funding or prior
T+ weg o program b-oced on deficit finance and

unreclistic oxpecctations of forcign aid. Hence,

the €peetal Ccttlement dchomeo, which uscd
zchsnizcd mcarns of farming and woX xpected
o be productive within hort pcriod, collape.d
Jhen the 42 bLirr monthly woge p~id to thoe workers
50t discontinucd. The Low Caet Scttlcement Sch cm
a1d "not ' farc dany bettcere Th in rcacon for th
demoralization and disperasion of the scttlers ic
unfoubtedly the fact that the govirnment imposed
rig:d esntrols vir vis production and digtrib-=
utichn.

Phe settlers were ordered to sct-up the so-
callcd produccrs' cooporntives. Thoe governm:mnt
1cecided what the farmcrs muzst nroduce aond it

to9k over what got harvestcd. The farmcrs were

given rations in accordancc with the government

»

gtipulated quantity. Thue, the farmcre teff, i‘or{
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¢ Resettlen ent Project:

Viable Solution?

————— ——

Thr~Lﬁleoniqf}ynLlitalgfg;OVﬂJTMnrmt'ﬂlwﬁ, with
e fanfare, launched a massive I settlement
rograme. Half-a-million heads of families,
ome two and half million Bthiopians, will be
oved from Wollo, Tigrai and Eritrea to be

and

-sgettled in Southern Shoa, Kaffa, Wolleg
The western lowlands of

1

I1lubabor regions.
Metekel provincc of

ronder and the Gojjam are

«also expected to be resettlemt sitese.
Already, the governmcnt has started moving

thousands by trucks and 2ir to the south-western

regions. Is this program going to bc an

cffective solution to the famine and tood shortageé

problem as the regimz claims? The question

an answer cven if one 1is

‘inevitably calls for
pathetic wailing

inclined to trcat as absurd the
*by one northern liberation front which

whole project as a plot dirccted arainst it.
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Rt and tha reports ol that . the 1'aad 143 lr2ndy

anolEhs Jorcover, this ycao's horvest hna fallen
by scme 33% via vie that of th: past threo years,

J

Hence, therc is o nczd for n surtoined 2nd incrcased

The military regime is prescntly trying t2 prave

itgelf the witchdoctor with the magic formul- to
eolve the fomine problem. In this vein, it ic busy

)
thesc daye proclaiming onc pannc ~nfter nnother
anc i1 ies quitc symptomatic that ite boegt scolution
ig to repeatedly advic Ethiopinng to res-rt to
buckye rd farming/g-~rdcns. Thisg pcrvcrse absurdity

gerves tno indicet thi lHﬂkruptvy of th y.xjmn

U

!

and its ec nomy 28 o whole. As for the recettlemehnt
project, . unmentioncd during the junta party congregs
but nzow being presented 2s the s-lution pcr fo fob t
fcod ehortngen, the rop-rt w prescnt in this issue
of LBYOT illustrates +h. non-fecasibility >f the hi
wkole projeet so long 28 the junt~ handles it. hé




Main Points of the EPRP Program

®

To overthrow the rule of the fascist junta
& Soviet social-imperialism and to establ-
ish a popular democratic republic;

To establish a broad and popular democr-
atic system;

To build a national economy free from for-
cign domination & to improve the liveli-
hood of the people;

To recognise the full right to self-determ-
Ination of oppressed natiors / nationalities

To safeguard the rights and interests of the

working people;

To build a popular and democratic gultun
educational system and a health service cat
ering to the working people,

To build an army that will defend the righ
and interests of the people;

To assure the equal rights of women i
all fields;

To pursue a foreign policy based on-nor
alignment, peaceful coexistence and an
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