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Message From Comrade
Dougher-A VETERAN COMMUNIST

The following letter is from 
Comrade Joe Dougher who is a 
great Communist of some 40 
years in the Communist move­
ment. Comrade Dougher grew up 
in the struggle against capita­
lism as his father, a coal 
miner, was a member of the 
famous Molly McGuires. Follow­
ing in his father's footsteps, 
Comrade Dougher was very ac­
tive in mine and steel workers' 
organizations, especially in 
W©st Virginia, Pennsylvania 
and Ohio, and was a leader in 
the formation of the steel 
workers' union.

Comrade Dougher was a mem­
ber of the CPUSA for 31 years 
and at one time on the Natio­
nal Committee. During this 
time he fought valiently in 
the Spanish Civil War as an 
officer in the Loyalist Army.

After Stalin's death. 
Comrade Dougher was one of the 
first to realize the revisio­
nism into which the CPUSA had 
fallen, as brought out at the 
16th Convention of the CPUSA.
He was a founder of the pro­
visional Organizing Committee 
to Reconstitute a Marxist- 
Leninist Communist Party in 
the USA (POC) and was its 
first chairman.

We are proud to announce 
that Comrade Dougher has now 
joined the Communist League, 
bringing with him his many 
years of experience in the 
Communist movement. In this 
spirit we are printing excerpts 
of his letter for membership 
which follow:

Dear Comrades:

Those of us from the Left 
and the people of the United 
States and the world can be 
thankful for Mao Tse-tung, 
the Communist Party of China 
and the Chinese People, because 
through their struggles and 
their exposure of revisionism, 
they have saved the world 
Communist movement from sink­
ing into the swamp of revision­
ism, and maybe worse - 
Social Fascist Imperialism on 
a world scale. This could 
have set the Communist move­
ment back many years, causing 
tremendous misery., Lenin saw 
that as the Soviet Union 
gained the benefits of Socia­
lism, the Bolsheviks might 
become self-satisfied; oppor­
tunism might creep into the 
Party, and the USSR might be­
come a backward country; and 
another country like China, led 
by their Communist P.arty, could 
become the accepted leaders of 
the world Communist movement. 
And that is exactly what has 
happened.

Mao Tse-tung is the grea­
test dialectical and historical 
materialist living today. He 
and the Communist Party of 
China have succeeded in esta­
blishing a cooperative society 
with the workers, peasants and

members of the peoples Army 
(which is made up of ninety 
percent workers and peasants) 
in charge of the country, stu­
dying to be dialectical and 
historical materialists. They 
have dealt a heavy blow to 
revisionism and are an example 
to the rest of the world.

of
Long live the Dictatorship 

the Proletariat!

Mao Tse-tung has stated that 
without a Communist Party the 
workers have nothing, and 
without a Peoples'Army, the 
people have nothing. And these 
are the reasons why workers 
and intellectuals must build 
a Communist Party in the United 
States.

At present the conglomera­
tion who call themselves Commu­
nists in the USNA is over­
ridden with CIA, FBI agents 
and stool pidgeons who will 
play a very bad, misleading, 
splitting, and compromising 
role. If necessary, the CIA
will organize 
finance them.

Santa Clauses to

It does not require a mass 
of people to organize a Marxist- 
Leninist Party. It should be 
remembered that Mao Tse-tung 
and twenty-five comrades 
organized the Communist Party 
of China which had a popula­
tion of between 4 and 5 hundred 
million people at that time, 
whoever will be building a 
Communist Party must be able 
to withstand the attacks and 
onslaughts of capitalism, 
whose representatives will lie, 
frame you and murder you. When 
they believe it is necessary, 
they will, if they can, or­
ganize fascism, which is capi­
talism plus gangsterism - an 
open dictatorship to enslave 
the people. Under these 
circumstances, it is obvious 
that you cannot afford to have 
a stool pidgeon amongst the 
founders. The organization 
must be based on all the tenents 
of Leninism, including iron 
discipline, democratic cen­
tralism, criticism, and self- 
criticism. The more centra­
lized it is, the more demo­
cratic it must be and ruled 
by the membership through 
majority control at all times 
along with a dialectical and 
historical materialist under­
standing.

The Negro, Puerto Rican, 
Mexican and Indian national 
minority workers must be 
well represented amongst the 
top leaders of the Party, who 
because of their extreme exploi­
tation, oppression and their 
concentration in the semi and 
unskilled sections of the class 
sure the most class conscious 
of the proletariat.

The United States came into 
being through a peoples' revo­
lution and is a revolutionary 
country. The Revolutionary
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movement of the workers was 
paralyzed so long as slavery 
disfigured a part of the 
Republic. Labour cannot 
emancipate itself in the white 
skin where in the black it is 
branded. But out of the death 
of slavery a new life at once 
arose. The fi?st fruit of the 
Civil War was the eight hours 
agitation, that ran with the 
seven-leagued boots of the 
locomotive from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, from New England 
to California. The General 
Congress of Labour at Baltimore 
(August 16, 1866) declared:
•The first and great necessity 
of the present, to free the 
labour of this country from 
capitalist slavery, is the pass­
ing of a law by which eight 
hours shall be the normal worK- 
ing day in all States of the 
American Union. We are resolved 
to put forth all our strength 
until this glorious result 
is attained.' At the same time, 
the Congress of the Internation­
al Working Men's Association 
at Geneva, on the proposition 
of the London General Council, 
resolved that 'the limitation 
of the working day is a prelim­
inary condition without which 
all further attempts at improve­
ment and emancipation must 
prove abortive*...the Congress 
proposed eight hours as the 
legal limit of the working 
day."(1)

On the first May Day 
thousands of workers held 
a general strike that was 
centered around the demand for 
an 8 hour day. The center of 
the strike movement was Chicago 
where tens of thousands of 
workers laid down their tools 
at the call of the organized 
labour movement in an effective 
demonstration of class solid­
arity. "The state attempted to 
contain the strike by arresting 
the strike movement and harrass- 
ing it. On May 4, 1886, a 
demonstration was held in 
Haymarket Square. It was 
called to protest the murder 
and beating of people at a 
meeting of striking McCormick 
Reaper workers,- where 6 workers 
were killed by the police 
and many injured. The demon­
stration was about to be ad­
journed when police launched 
an attack against the workers 
and threw a bomb into the crowd. 
Four militant labour leaders 
were framed and hung over the 
incident. Two of them, Parson 
and Spies are still remembered 
as militant fighters and heros 
of the working class. The 
Haymarket Affair as it became 
known, is still a symbol of the 
militant struggle of the work­
ing class and the brutal 
attempts by the bourgeois state 
to repress the working class 
movement. In 1889, at a meet­
ing in Paris, May 1st became 
international and stands as 
a symbol of the militant 
struggle for the 8 hour day 
and for the struggle to over­
throw capital."(2)
On the significance of the first 
International May Day, Engels 
wrote on May 1, 1890, "As I
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people all over the world have 
learned how to fight peoples* 
wars using guerrilla tactics. MAYDAY Cont, from P, 4

Army grew out of the Peoples 
Militia, and when the war was 
won the People retained the 
right to their militia and 
organized it whenever and 
wherever needed. Histori­
cally, the American people 
have earned the name of a 
truly democratic people. This 
can be seen in the valiant 
struggles waged by the working 
class to build a trade union 
movement, especially the mine, 
steel and auto workers and 
the longshoremen. This culmi­
nated in the formation of the 
Congress of Industrial Orga­
nizations (CIO) when the 
Negro workers could no longer 
be disregarded as they were in 
the building of the American 
Federation of Labor (AFL), In 
World war II the bravery and 
self-sacrifice shown by the 
American soldiers in the fight 
against fascism will never be 
forgotten.

Based on new conditions 
which create a new situation 
we must re-evaluate and con­
sider a new approach to revo­
lution, The whole government 
from top to bottom, country­
wide, state-wide and locally 
is corrupt, moribund, decaying 
and rotten to the core, and 
now people are learning who 
the real conspirators and sub­
versives are. We cannot be­
lieve the President, Vice- 
President, and with very little 
exception. Senators and Repre­
sentatives in congress. They 
are demagogues and liars.
The Administrators, or so- 
called watch dogs of the law, 
set up by the administration in 
power, after receiving their 
appointments grow rich by not 
enforcing the law.

Some of the results of 
imperialism are: pollution of 
the air, streams, lakes, and 
now the oceans and seas; nu­
clear radio active poisoning, 
injection of poisons into 
animals and fowl to make them 
produce meat faster; using 
poisonous chemicals as addi­
tives, and preservatives in 
our food that give us cancer; 
corrupt police forces who 
protect gangsters and dope 
pushers; riding rough-shod 
over the people, violating 
their rights; and now the 
Administration is packing the 
Supreme Court with reactionary, 
white chauvinist judges; inter­
fering with and striving to 
control the organizations of 
the people; forcing permanent 
arbitration upon the unions, 
using injunctions to break 
their strikes? sending CIA 
agents all over the world to 
interfere with the developing 
governments, murdering their 
leaders , corrupting their armed 
forces, setting up military 
dictatorships to control the 
raw material and the people for 
USNA imperialism® When a dic­
tatorship cannot be sustained 
the stats ©f the USNA which acts 
as their executive, sends in 
armed forces, getting our sons 
and soon our*daughters killed, 
fighting wars that cannot be 
won because the developing

Our new Party must organize 
caucuses or fractions in all 
mass organizations. When 
therS is no fight bn impor­
tant issues, a mass organiza­
tion must be built. The Party 
must organize a United Front 
of the People to save our 
country from the white chau­
vinist, rapacious, genocidal 
imperialists. The working class 
is over 75 percent of the people 
and have the democratic right 
to establish socialism. Soc­
ialism must be established 
under the dictatorship of the 
proletariat.

When it is said that the 
dictatorship of the proletariat 
is necessary to build socialism, 
that does not mean it is 
against the masses of people.
It is against the bourgeoisie 
to prevent them from ever again 
taking power. It is possible 
for the change to come rela­
tively peacefully. That will 
depend on how the capitalists 
and their henchmen act. If 
they persist in using vio­
lence, then they will feel the 
wrath of the people on their 
skins. They can have a place 
in the new society if they 
can learn to live as decent 
people in a cooperative society.

As Mao Tse-tung said, the 
imperialists are paper tigers. 
They can no longer have effec­
tive organization. The youth 
are no longer willing to volun­
teer or be drafted into the 
armed forces, many are using 
dope, and in Vietnam, some of 
the soldiers are refusing to 
fight, sometimes even killing 
their officers,

Communism ©r a Marxist- 
Leninist Party is not a 
conspiracy. Its organizational 
structure, policy and program 
must be taken to the people 
for their support. When the 
Party is under attack, it 
must not expose all its leader­
ship or members, but it must 
continuously fight for its 
legality, and constantly cleanse 
itself of wrong elements, who 
worm their way into the member­
ship and corrupt the Party.
A small minority of the middle 
class and intellectuals can be 
members and leaders providing 
they can understand that to 
carry the revolution through to 
the end, the proletarian workers 
must be the leadership. One 
of the sicknesses of the Commu­
nist Party of the United States 
was that an organization of 
professional revolutionaries 
was never built, The middle 
class members just called 
themselves proletarian, workers 
and were the leaders of the 
Party.

Th© imperialists are uti­
lizing our country and all its 
resources for superprofits and 
the benefit of themselves and 
their henchmen at the expense 
of all other people, including 
all the lesser industrialists, 
small businessmen, professionals, 
scientists, educators and public’ 
administrators. Under these

write these lines, the prol­
etariat of Europe and America 
is holding a review of its 
forces; it is mobilized for 
the first time as One army, 
under One flag, and fighting 
One immediate aim; an eight 
hour working day,* established 
by legal enactment...The 
spectacle we are now witnessing 
will make the capitalist and 
landowners of all lands realize 
that today the proletarians of 
all lands are, in very truth, 
united. If only Marx were with 
me to see it with his own 
eyes!"(3)

Upon examining the situa­
tion of the workers and oppress­
ed people around the world 
today, we see that they are no 
longer mobilized as "one' army, 
under one flag and fighting one 
immediate aim." But on the 
other hand, conscious forces are 
developing and are given power­
ful support by the socialist 
countries of China, Albania, 
North Vietnam and North Korea 
and the national liberation 
struggles and revolutionary 
movements around the world.
The call for proletarian inter­
nationalism, for unity of the 
workers and oppressed peoples 
of the world in the struggle 
against imperialism is being 
heard more and more.

Speaking to May Day and 
the need for proletarian inter­
nationalism, Lenin wrote in 
1904: "Comrade workers! May 
day is coming, the day when 
the workers of all lands cele­
brate their awakening to a . • 
class conscious life, their 
solidarity in the struggle 
against all coercion and 
oppression of man by man, 
the struggle to free the toil­
ing millions from hunger, 
poverty and humiliation. Two 
worlds stand facing each other 
in this great struggle; the 
world of capital and the world 
of labour, the world of ex­
ploitation and slavery and the 
world of brotherhood and free­
dom. "(4)

The international struggle 
against imperialism and Soviet 
social-imperialism will not 
be without hardships and set­
backs. But as class conscious 
leaders of the working class 
we understand that it is inevit­
able that the working class 
will smash the bourgeois state 
and attain political power, 
establish socialist relations 
of production and do away 
with all exploitation and 
oppression.

There are many battles yet 
to be waged by the internation­
al proletariat. In regards 
to the 8 hour day, there are 
many countries where the work­
ing day is still 12-16 hours,
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conditions the Party should 
have many allies and be able 
te organize a gigantic United 
Front to sweep all the 
imperialists out of power.
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