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NATIONAL CONVENTION

CHICAGO (LNS)—SDS expelled the Progressive
Labor Party (PL) and its political allies from the ranks
of the organization June 21. The action was the turn-
ing point of the 1969 SDS National Convention. SDS
leaders saw it as a historic step in the history of the
nation’s left, and as a breath of fresh air for the move-
ment.

About half of the 1,800 delegates at the con-
vention joined the SDS leadership in the walkout which
followed the expulsion of PL.

PL was told it was no longer a part of SDS be-
cause of its failure to support the world’s most signi-
ficant struggles against imperialism. PL rejects the
Black Panther Party’s revolutionary nationalist
ideology as “reactionary’’; the party also charges that the
National Liberation Front of South Vietnam and the
government of North Vietnam are “selling out” the peo-
ple of Vietnam by “making deals” in Paris; they belittle
Cuba and North Korea as “‘revisionist.”

This was the first time that a group has been ex-
cluded from SDS for political reasons.

When SDS was formed in the early 1960’s, a non-
exclusionary clause was adopted for the express purpose
of affirming that the group would not exclude members
of the Communist Party. Although PL sees itself as a
“communist” party, the action against PL can in no
way be interpreted as anti-Communism. SDS leaders
often have described themselves as “revolutionary com-
munists” and one of the principles most SDSers seemed
to agree upon is that disciplined Marxist-Leninists are
welcome to function inside SDS.

Animosity between PL and its opponents has
been building up for more than two years, but the
practical results of PL’s presence in SDS have been felt
most severely in the past few months.

PL brought intense doctrinaire ideological de-
bate to SDS chapter meetings, compelling SDS regu-

= lars to parry with packaged rhetoric of their own,
_ . thereby

turning off many newcomers. PL’s failure
t rt black struggles for black studies programs
and open admissions further exacerbated the conflict,
posing an obstructionist force in numerous campus
struggles around the country.

~Theantagonisms emerged at the convention
even as the 1,800 delegates and observers filled the
dingy auditorium of the Chicago Coliseum, rented

- for the occasion after SDS had been turned down by

hundreds of campuses.

PL and the SDS leadership disagreed on the
agenda and other procedural matters. Each group won
a few of these procedural votes, but observers con-
cluded with alarm that PL’s forces could conceivably
take over SDS through passing its resolutions and
electing its slate of officers.

The assault on PL sharpened Thursday. Speakers
from the Young Lords and the Black Panthers assailed
PL for its failure to support revolutionary nationalism
and self-determination.
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“If you can’t relate to Huey P. Newton,” said
Chaka, Illinois Minister of Information for the Panthers,
“then you can close up your red book.” He told PL
they were armchair revolutionaries and berated them for
considering themselves the vanguard. The Panthers are
the vanguard, he said. “We’ve earned it with our blood.”

Chaka also chided PL for its puritanism. ‘“‘As long
as you do your part of the work, you can take a trip,
get drunk or make love all night,” he said. He also said
that the Panthers were proponents of “pussy power,”
explaining that this meant that revolutionary women
could find revolutionary men “to satisfy them in their
hour of need,” or use their sexual powers to persuade
counter-revolutionary men to become revolutionary.

The delegates—almost all of them white—responded
with hisses, boos, and shouts to this comment, many of
the SDS regulars joining with PL in the chant, “Fight
Male Chauvinism!” While PL took advantage of a dif-

ficult moment—and cultural barriers—to assail the Pan-
thers, most SDSers felt it was necessary to make some
response to the Panther’s chauvinist comment.

Bobby Rush, Panther Minister of Defense for
[llinois, took the podium, saying that the Panthers were
dealing internally with contradictions on the question of
women’s liberation, and quoted Mao on equality for
women.

Friday, June 20, the showdown began. As PL, SDS
regulars, and a few smaller factions prepared to vie with
each other over a series of resolutions on racism, a dele-
gation of Panthers arrived in the hall. Reading a state-
ment from the Illinois Panthers Central Committee, a
Panther spokesman described PL members as ‘“‘counter-
revolutionary traitors” and told SDS, “You’ll be judged
by the company you keep.”

The Panther call for expulsion was all but explicit—
the tension of anticipated violence filled the auditorium.
The statement had the approval of Bobby Seale, national
chairman of the Panthers, as well as of the Young Lords
Organization (a Chicago Puerto Rican group), the Brown
Berets (a Chicano group), the Crusade for Justice (Colo-
rado Chicanos) and the Young Patriots (Chicago white
working class radicals).

The SDS leadership was being told to shit or get
off the revolutionary pot.

About two dozen PL men stormed the podium,
and Jeff Gordon, the party’s head student organizer, took
the microphone to respond. He charged the SDS leader-
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ship with opportunism for “bringing” the Panthers to the
convention, expressed general praise for the Panthers, but
attacked their position on black nationalism.

Bernardine Dohrn took the mike to suggest that it
was time to consider whether or not it would be possible
for people to continue working in the same organization
with PL. Mark Rudd—an SDS regional organizer from New
York—called for an adjournment. Before the procedural
debate was over, however, national secretary Mike Klonsky
urged people opposing the PL line to move into an adjacent
hall to resolve the organizational contradictions.

Debate in the Coliseum annex and the main room
went on for hours. Small regional caucuses went on that
night, and the talking continued for some 12 hours the
next day, June 21. In the main hall, PL-oriented delegates
passed a “unity” resolution, invited the others back, and
broke up into small discussion groups. it

By midnight, debate ended, and some 1,000 dele- -
gates marched back into the main convention room to =
listen to Bernardine Dohrn read PL out of SDS. Almost
everybody seemed to be thinking about the possibility
of a huge brawl, but it didn’t happen. As 1,000 SDS
regulars stood ina silent ring around the auditorium,
Bernardine Dohrn read her statement clearly and ferv-
ently. The PL people started out in nervous silence, then
tried ridicule by forced laughter, and finally jumped to
their feet with shouts of “Shame!” and “Smash Racism!”
and “Power to the Workers!”

Many of those who had remained in the main audi-
torium with PL did not join in the histrionics. The SDS
regulars maintained their silence, and marched out tri-
umphantly, fists raised, as Bernardine declared the ses-
sion recessed. PL supporters chanted “Power to the
Workers!™ as the regulars marched out. There were no
fights. :

SDS ended the convention the next day at the First
Congregational Church. Different political tendencies
emerged, and the group decided not to adopt an exclu-
sionary statement of principles, but to stand on the pre-
vious night’s statement justifying the expulsion of PL.

Votes on resolutions and candidates indicated that a
majority of the delegates in the church rejected the
“Social democracy” of the Independent Socialist Club
and the politicis of anarchism.

There was unanimous support for several action
resolutions, including a call for massive street demonstra-
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$50.00 REWARD. “Missy” is missing. “Missy”— Chocolate
brown cockerpoo, well-known pet at the head shop is gone.

return to: Leather Aardvark. 67 8th St., N.E. Phone—875-

2967. NO QUESTIONS ASKED.

Electric Bass or Rhythm & Singer looking for work—all equipment—
3% yrs. exp. call KiWi-284-7414 or 284-7112 after 6:30 weekdays.
Any time weekends.
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Guitar player needs work. Call 457-1721.
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Bass Player needed by Celestial Voluptuous Banana—Call 366-8892.
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Groovy Kittens. Free—872-3345.
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In celebration of the Pop Festival: PAMAUNKEE!
***********#*****************************************
$100 Reward for return of stolen motorcytle. Black Harley Sportst-
er with silver metalflake seat and fender, low handlebars, side-mount-

ed tag—No. Mo 5380, engine No. 67XLCH3993. Bill Smith, 634-
7059 or 875-9971.

*****************************************************
Kittens need home desperately! 2 brother Kittens look like gargoyles,
must go to same home. Call 874-1691.
******************************************************
WOMEN: Sex is groovy with Tom (The Birdman). Do you often
have that unsatisfied feeling? You deserve more and get more with

Tom. Expert French lover. Contact on the corner of 10th and Peach-
tree. Wearing a coke carton and selling ‘‘Birds.”
*****************************************************

TYPEWRITER. $65, 62 VW $450 220 14th St. Apt B-1.
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NUDE BOYS & MEN, all types, sizes & shapes. Photo sets & color
slides. Get our New 27 Picture Catalog plus Big Sampie. Send $1.
and state in writing you are over 21. MIKE DIAMOND PRODUC-
TIONS, 7471 Melrose Avenue, Dept-SB, Hollywood, California 9
90046.
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The split in SDS has been misreported in the bourgeois and move-
ment press and is little understood anywhere. The National Caucus
of SDS Labor Committees has published a newspaper explaining

why the split had to occur and how it affects the prospects for so-
cialist revolution in the U.S. Included are the floolwing articles:

1. An objective blow by blow description of the actual events of

the convention. 2. A critical analysis of the politics of the National
Office and the Progressive Labor Party. 3. A discussion of the kind of
national organization we need to deafeat the ruling class. Receive
this important publication FREE by writing c/o Dillion, 647 W.
184th St., N.Y., N.Y. 10033
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JUNE 26-28

LEAVES OF GOLD
JUNE 30-JULY 4
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Antique Oak verticle secretary desk. Excellent condition. $50. Call
Jim 874-0244.
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IDEAS? We’ll help you design, patent and market your creative ideas.
Games, toys, gift items, etc. Write A.W. Turner, P.O. Box 13131,
Atlanta 30324.
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1962 Comet. Cheap, economical. 872-3304.
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SEW SAVE. Call for place in small sewing class to run Wed & Thur.
nights from 9-9:30 for three weeks. Next class begins Wed. July 17
at 8 pm. $1.00 per class. Call now. Annette Day. 872-0589.

3k 3k 3 ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ko kol ok ok k ok ck ok kkk ok kR kok ok kok Rk ok kR Rk kk kR kkk Rk ok kKX

Rhythm guitar needs lead to play folk. Tom. 457-0590.
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Sell Indian sitar or swap for good guitar amp. Also want steel pedal
guitar or electric piano or organ or guitar player to live on farm and
work with band. Call Jim Cross 9-5 Mon-Fri. 355-5253.
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ROY BARNES we thank you!! diane & justus.
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MUSIC BELONGS TO THE PEOPLE. YOU DON'T HAVE TO PAY
FOR IT. TAKE IT, ITS YOURS.
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FURNITURE WANTED-chairs, tables, mattresses, etc.—anything
considered. Call Bob Malone at the Bird (892-8974) ..
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“BROTHERS & SISTERS: I need a place badly, just moved here. can

pay my share. Staying 3047 Lenox Now. Foote.”

SEX

NOW THAT WE HAVE YOUR ATTENTION;
ARE YOU TIRED OF BEING TURNED
DOWN FOR SUMMER EMPLOYMENT?

HIP MANAGER WITH INTERNATIONAL
CORP. WILL EMPLOY

18 "25\
girls

IN OUR PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPT.
TO BEGIN TRAINING IMMEDIATELY.

$15 00

PER WEEK SALARY

FOR PERSONAL INTERVIEW CALL

522-1751
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Rider(s) wanted on 2 day trip to N.Y. City sometime between July
4-—July 15. Will not be required to share driving or gas. Should be
able to pay one night separate motor room for themselves. Lit, his-
tory, divinity, or social sciences students or graduates prefered for
interesting conversation. Phone 874-4251.
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GUITAR. fender telecaster, Blond neck. Excellent cond. with case.
Sacrifice $160. 377-8272 nights.
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GUITAR. Rickenbacker Twelve String electric with plush case. $180.
Sacrifice. Excellent cond. 377-8272 nights.
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BILL EDWARDS -gordon lightfoot sang SOFTLY on television last
week —so comes the fair maiden who dwells beyond the wild misty
mountain—do you remember?
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1961 RENAULT-Looks freaky but runs good, CHEAP, 284-7379
after 5:30.

T O T
All expense-paid six months vacation in Mexico for unattached, com-
patible lass not adverse to middle-aged male companionship. 443-
9992.
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tions in Chicago against the war in Vietnam to coincide
with the Conspiracy Eight trial in September. The group
also called for demonstrations against Gov. Nelson Rocke-
feller, ““so he won’t be welcome anywhere in the whole
world,” and endorsed the Venceremos Brigade, which will
send 300 North Americans to Cuba to help cut sugar cane
in the 1969-70 harvest.

Mark Rudd was elected national secretary, Jeffrey
Jones, interorganizational secretary, and Bill Ayers, educa-
tion secretary.

All three are associated with an extra-official 11-
man national collective which will presumably provide
ideological leadership for SDS in the coming months.
This collective was responsible for drawing up an ideolo-
gical leadership for SDS in the coming months. This col-
lective was responsible for drawing up an ideological out-
line for a Revolutionary Youth Movement. The proposal,
known as the “Weatherman” proposal, was not brought
up for discussion formally, but presumably will be the ba-
sis for SDS policy in the near future. It was published
in the convention issue of New Left Notes, the SDS week-
ly organ, under the title, “You Don’t Need A Weather-
man to Know Which Way the Wind Blows.” (from Bob
Dylan) The proposal calls for a revolutionary strategy
based on the concept of winning over white working peo-
ple in America to support revolutionary struggle in the
third world and in the black nation inside the U.S.

Eight SDSers were named to the National Interim
Committee. They are: Michael Klonsky, Bernadine Dohrn,
Robert Avakian (California), Howard Machtinger (Illinois),
Barbara Riley (New York), Linda Evans (Michigan), Noel
Ignatin (Illinois) and Corky Benedict (Ohio).

PL and friends also met June 22, affirmed that they
were the legitimate SDS, attacked the “split” and elected
their own slate of officers. Since the national office of
SDS in Chicago remains in the hands of the “‘regulars,”
PL will probably be forced to open a new office. It is
expected that both groups will put out their own editions
of New Left Notes.

What does it all mean? Those who have been active
in SDS, but troubled by a tendency toward arrogance
and dogma, breathed a sigh of relief. The expectation
is that SDS will be able to do better in the absence of
battles with PL.

The anarchist caucus in SDS voiced a popular cri-
ticism of the group in its position paper: “The sectarian-
ism of the past year has already created the ‘SDS-type’—
a humorless, poker-faced ‘political’ with arteriosclerotic
ideas that were new in 1848.”

Now, there is some hope that the sectarianism will
depart with PL, and various New Left tendencies will be
able to engage in comradely debate.

Anarchists, pacifists, and yippies, among others fed
up with SDS, may not find the organization all that dif-
ferent, however. The new leadership defines itself clearly
within Marxist-Leninist revolutionary traditions and hopes
that revolutionary collectives within SDS will eventually
lead to a new Marxist-Leninist party. In addition, the
leadership promises to provide a “working class” orienta-
tion, which means moving SDS beyond the traditional
campus to new youth constituencies, in neighborhoods,
hang-outs, factories, community colleges, and high schools.

Whether or not PL can succeed in maintaining its
brand of SDS may well depend on how successful the
“regulars” are in developing working class orientation
while still relating to a student constituency. Many mem-
bers of the 600-man PL-controlled Worker Student Al-
liance caucus seem prepared to abandon PL’s leadership if
if SDS is capable of showing it can relate successfully to
white workers.

—allen young
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