There are a number of corrections and additions at the end of the notes. It would
probably be helpful if people referred to them throuchout the notes.
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August 15, 1574
THE STATE OF THE il. 0.

The major task that has been agemmpkixzke completed by the il. 0. so far is
the orientation pamphlet that chapters should have laready received. ‘'le could
only afford to print 5,000 copies the first time around, so they are not for mass
distribution, but are for contacts or people interested in knowing more about us,
and ve will be printina it ggain socon. Sales have been going strong in Chicaco
at demonstrations, chapter meetings, and in revolutionary hook stores! So try to
sell the pamphlets for 25¢ and get the money back to the :1.0. to help cut the
costs of the next printina. There are three minor errors that will be
corrected:

i) pg. 1-= The two-line struagle about how to develop the Brigade vas not
over it beino a"youth organization that would relate to street
people®, but rather a vague type of mass, community, socialist
organization vs. a student orcanization.

2) pg. 2+- The slogan for the iiov. 4th demo was "Sighn the 7 Point Peace

, Plan!® not "“dixon you liar, Sighn the Cease Fire!".

3) pg. 7-- Los Tres, a group doing work around a political trial in L.A. was

left out of the other observers and participants in the conven-
tion section, .
People should send back their criticisms as soon as possible to help us with the
second printing. '

Another pamphlet coming out of the oonvention, a history of SDS in the ﬁd's
by Clark Kissinger, is almost ready for publication and will hopefully be out in
Sept. for use on campuses and in expansion work-- depending on the money situation.

Articles for Fight Back! have been too slow in coming in, but we have a good
outline for the paper and work whould really start rolling soon. !%e hope to have
it distributed by the last of August. In addition to FB® there will be a 4 page
supplement to the paper, which vi11 analyze and sum up the YThrow the Bum Out"-
"Organize to Fight!"™ campaicn in an in-denth v:ay. There will hopefully be
15,000 extra supplements printed for distributdéon on the campuses to help Brigades
counter the bourgeois media blitz that is aoing on now. The supplement should be
out bedore the paper is-- sometime next week.

''hen the . 0. first arrived in Chicago, the !ar on Cyprus broke out and we
felt the need to get something out to the Brigade, but were unprepared for dealing
with the situation. ! are trying to correct this, and are sending out bylletins
for discussion and distribution when things of national or international impor-
tance come up. Cases in point are the "Throw the Bum Out" supplement, and theFinal
tlarning Telephone lorkers' leaflets, which the [1.0. decided Brigades should work
on whenever possible,

A regular publication that will be coming out of the I.0. will be a monthly
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internal neusletter, letting people know what's going on in other areas, summing
up regional work experience, and popularizing methods of work that have been
successful. The neusletter will be put together from the iIIC meeting every two
months, and work reports, letters, and leaflets sent in the months between.

The 11,0. has also been building ties with other groups,; the first two
meetings being with the VWVAN-1!SO and Iranian Students Association, both of whose
national headquarters are in Chicago. Articles will be coming &out in future
FB®s concerning these organizations and our relations with them. lle have also met
with some enthusiastic people from Hawaii who know people involved in the student
movement there, and there's a good possibility that the Revolutionary Student
Bricade will cross the Pacificl

The 11.0. and the #.1.C.: Relationship as Politically Leading Bodies of the Bi#igade

The 11.0. and the 1,1.C. are determined to not break down into beina mere comm-
unicationx channels, but to be able, through summing up practice across the coun-
try, to move the Brigade ahead, sharpen its work, and focus its activities to
fight the imperialist system in the most effective way possible-- in short, to be
politically leading bodies of the Brigade. This is a two way process, and neither
the brigades at the local level, nor the i1.0. and M.I.C. at the national level can
be Teft in the dark, -

It is vitally important that the i1.0. not be isolated from the rest of the
Brigade. Because we are physically isolated and not participating directly in
mass work, this tendency must be consciously fought. To keep the H.0. in touch, kk
the NlIC, area coordinating committees, chapters, and individuals must send us
leaflets, pamphlets, FB! articles, articles peojle feel would be important for the
internal neusletter, and political reports of the work that's being done and the
lessons being learned. DON"T assume this is being done by other people, but ser=-
jously take up the task of helping build the Brigade in thais way. ‘e 31so need
criticism and feedback on publications that come out of the 10 as soon as they
have been discussed.

On the other hand, the NMO must get out information on any leadership dis=-
cussions and decisions, and the HIC reps must mobilize political discussions
around the internal newsletter. Political discussion grows out of political work
reports.

It would be idealistic to think that there will never be any fuck-ups, or
that the 10 won't make any mistakes( although they won't be the dominamt aspect
of our work), but the HIC should not fall into the trap of blinding defending
the 110 and FB!, and criticism should be taken up as the responsibility on the
entire Brigade. : -

AREA REPORTS: POLITICAL LESSO:iS

Sdrmer is not a time for the Brigade to take a vacation, and although
work was generally inconsistent and there was a tendency to "slack-off" a bit,
reports from various areas showed that the RSB was active in many different
ways. For instance: Farmworkers support work in Boston, AIll demo in 'tichigan,
Strike support in California & throughout most of the country, pamphlets being
written, study groups, etc. Still, every summer we sum-up that more work could
have been done, and valuable opportunities to spring into action were missed...
next summer we'll be prepared to do good and systematic work. 4

Several areas summed up lessons of importance to the RSB as a whole that
were learned through the course of some of their recent struggles.. The {lIC
rep from California laid out three such lessons drawn from the struggle at
Berkeley around the cutting of ethnic studies and the criminology school:
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(1) Uhile the masses of students wanted to fight against both the closing of
the criminology school and attacks against the ethhic studies department, and
saw the need to link them together, there were forces within the movement who
tried to seperate the struggies along national lines. They said ethnic studies
was a "Third llorld issue" and the crim school a ™shite issue". It was summed
up by the Brigade that this division would weaken and hold back the struggle.
(For a more detailed report, see FIZHT BACK!)
(2) The Brigade, vhen working within coalitions, must always put out its own
analysis. This has been summed up from a number of experiences in the past
when Brigades have been the minority in coalitions and were unable to reach out
to students with a good analysis of the situation. Only bankrupt politics were gax
getting out to the students-- even though Brigade members were often the most
active and hard working people in the coalition!

Brigades must also enter into coalttions vith a better understanding of
the forces involved, what the goals of the coalition are, and around what basis
the forces are united, Only with clarity on these questions, will the RSB
be able to develop the correct strategy and tactics for our work in particular
eemolktkanzx coalitions. _

(3) Throughout the course of building a struggle, it is important to be mili-
tant. Even in the early stages, while numbers and active support are small,
Brigades should use militant actions (1ike picketlines, marching into offices,
small sit-ins,,.,) as sparks n attracting attention and building support.
This tone should be included in propaganda as we lay out our stratehy for
winning: one of "the masses in action fighting for demands will win" as
opposed to "maneuvering and trying to get the enemy (administration, pigs, etc)
to see the 'correctness' of our requests". ot only will this win more people
to becoming active (because they see that they are the real motive force, and
not just paims in a numbers game with the administratiOon), but will also
prepare the people for the type of actions that can be taken by large numbers
of people, 1ike the seizure of buildings during the crim school struggle.

Consistently, different regions spoke of the need to develop strategy in
every area of work (i.e. for campaigns, for building a struggle on campus, in
building a chapter, for expansion, etc.) !'e must get better at politically
analysing the situation and the forces involved, setting goals, and arriving
at tactics to try to achieve these goals. Only if this is done in a consistent
way as ue embark on struggles will ve be able to comprehensively sum up what is
(or isn't) successful and what lessons were learned.’'

The Iowa City chapter has been doing a lot of successful work around the
slogan “Free James Hall-- Fight Mational Oppression", James Hall is a Black
man who is on trial, framed with the murder of a white woman. There have been
demonsteations and rallies, and many people have bken organized to go to court
for shows of support. One real lesson that was drawvn from this struggle was
around the original slogan: "Fight Racism". This slogea did not identify the
enemy, the US imperialist ruling class. Of course, it is important to fight
racist ideology that the imperialists spread and develop through scum like
Shockley. But the slogan, in this situation, of "Fight Racism" does not
clearly point out who the enemy w is and makes it look like the problem is
between the Races. "Fight flational Oppression” is much cleardr: tho profits
from national oppression? Only the imperialists, no one else!

3,000 people in fladison and over a thousand in Boston turned out for large
celebrations/demonstrations within a day after Nixon's resignation. lhile these
were largely spontaneous, the RSB did brigg chants, leaflets, and banners, It
was summed-up that it was real good that the Brigade united with the righteous
celebrations of the people and generally brought some good analysis, but the
Brigade should have been more organized (1ike bringing a sound system) and also
be more on top ot this type of sdtuation in the future. It's very importand for
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the RSB to get out our analysis now, summing up the turmoil and resignation
for the masses before the ruling class tries to patch things up.

It was also brought out by a couple of HIC reps about "regional excep-
tionalism" on the part of some RS members: “Students in my region won't relate
to the new name, because they're more backward" or something like that...

Sure, some regions have a longer history of struggle and there is some uneven
development, but it's one system of U.S. imperialism, and we have confidence
that the masses of students can be won to fight to overthrow that oppressive

system. Backward ideas exist among students in all regions, but we don't
cater to them! ‘

CONVENTION: Political Struaale

Basically the MIC summed up that the convention stémulated real good political
discussion that has been taking place in the chapters around building the
Brigade mult-national, clarifying what we're about-revolutionary-and getting a
grasp of the objective conditions on campuses.

. Through a discussion pf building the Brigade multi-nationally we have been
continuing to see the need to actively take up the struggles of Third !lorld
people against national oppression. Already in some areas, the Brigade is
demonstrating their understanding that the fight against national oppression
is an important and inherent part of the overall fight against imperialism.

In the Bay area, California, the Brigade is boldlytaking up the fight of

Chinese workers at a garment factory in San Francisco, and in Iowa City the
Brigade has been doing real good work around exposing the James Hall railroad
(black man falsely framed for the murder of a vhite woman), NIC people noted

that the Brigade chapters have summed up that they have often in the past amix
related to Third Yorld people only around issues of national oppression, that
although we should continue to take up these struggles we are confident that

Third Uorld students will most certainly see the necessity of working in other
areas (Throw the Bum Qut, etc.) in their Tight with students of all nationalities
waged against the whole system.

The IIIC noted that although a small minority on some campuses still feel
that the new name will isolate struggle from the masses of students, there is in
general a great sense of unity over it. The conventdon sparked real good dis-
cussion around clarifying what welre about, that to be xexeinkienaxyxkeanti-
imperialist meant to be revolutionary, and that with this understanding we
promate struggle in a revolutionary and not reformist way. The NIC also noted
a very minor tendency, however, for students to feel thiat because we are
revolutionary-that we are at a higher level- that we must always have the need
for revolution in our demands. This the NIC summed up ds wrong. That although
the Drigade itself should always point out the need for revolution, this struggle,
itself, does not always have to call for the end 6f the systen, (Farah strike
support). That we take up all struggles in a militant, revolutionary way,
relying on the people, building mass strugole and continually showing through the
course of struggle who is the real enemy and that nothing is given or per-
manently won under monopoly capitalism.

Finally, there has been good discussion around objective conditions on
campuses. The Brigade is really understanding the need to get out among the
students, really finding out where they are at and beginning to get a grasp of
how we are going to go about rebuilding the student movement. There have been
both advances and setbacks over the last couple of years. e have summed upthe
struggle of the 60's with the outcome of having a better understanding of the
enemy, and the necessity of building the Brigade as a multi-national organization.
There is better mass consciousness to the system being "bankropt” and students are
MERRE X :
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_more open than ever before to the idea of revolution. The Brigade has made
significant advances in waging struggle, organizingdemonstrations and becoming
a nation-wide organization,

At the same time, there is also cynicism on campuses, The i€ xdmmedxmp in
summing up-* felt however that there was a tendency to overemphasize the factors
of demoralization. And while they are certainly there and we can't wikhthem
aay, ve shouldn't dwell on them either. The :IC summed up that we've got to
grasp the oLbjective conditions in their entirety-meaning-build upon the advance of
the last ten years- to isolate the weaknesses.

The convention further sparked discussion as to the participation of a
communist organization in a mass student organization. Although most people
feel that the U played an important leadership role at the convention, some studam
dents had question over thie idea of line. The !IIC surmed up on the basis pf
chapter discussions that it was not so much whether or not a group had a line,
but what that line was, The RU would have liked to have brought their proposals
concerning the Third !'orld caucus and the name change to the body of students
earlier, but were unable to do so. They brought forward these ideas out of wanting
to advance the movement and had to really struggle to win over the body of the
convention. But the RU did not hoodwink anyone into an acceptance of its lineor
ideas introduced at the convention, but rather, struggled with people politically
over it. The NIC summed up that it is the people who decide whether or not a 1line
is correct or not, and whether they will accept it. : i

CONVENTION: !lechanics

e also discussed the convention in hractical terms, how we viewed tfje
mechanics of the three days in Ioua City. This discussion focusedaround the
workshops, area reports and the chairing cf the convention.

Around the workshops it seemed that people were somewhat confused over the
division between educational and practical. That students seemed to have wanted
more of a concentration on the latter. !le realized that two years ago at the
first quarterly, students really go into educational worksheps because they did
not have that much practice behind them, llow, after two vears of work, students
have a great deal of wmiky interest in sharing that practice and the lessons
learned, Basically, it was summed up that although students really got into the
workshops and would have liked to have had more time to be able to participate
in more, it was important that these workshops be better organized. ‘' discussed
tne importance of each workshop having a strategy in the hopes of accomplisliiggt
the maximum. '

The NIC noted that some people reported on there being only one area pf
work that was discussed on the floor which was the National Campaign, Throw the
Bum Cut (and repression). The IIC noted that we could not discuss every area of
work but that the solution would be to have good accurate Brigade sum ups on the
different workshops (cutbacks, strike support, farmworkers, etc,)on the
convention floor.

It had been suggested previous to the convention that there just be one
chair. But as no one really looked forvard to the task of chairing the
convention for three straight days, several neople were chosen on the basis of

“let's all chair a portion". As a result there were osme good chairs and some not
a0 good. The HIC surmed up that it was important for the future that chairs

be chosen on the basis of ability, and that most likely we will have two able
chairs in the future at the next convention.
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In general, ue felt that Iowa City was an excellent place to have held the
Brigade's national convention. For one, there is a general lack of certain
political groups in the area. Also, due to the lack of big-city distractions,
there was a great conduciveness for people to take the activities of the
convention and the political discussion wherever they went (dinner, qym, bar).
le commend Iowa City in doina an excellent job in serving the people®

The Guardian Article and the {0 Reply

Over-all, the Guardian article on the national convention was seen as an
attempt to hold back an important part of the people's movement, the revolutionary
student movement, by misrepresenting the Brigade as a whole, distorting the strug-
glesthat took place, and not even politically putting forward the w important
advances that were made and lessons that were learned at the convention.

One of the major aspects of the article was that it attempted to paint the
Crigade as an "ultra-left" organization. The Guarddan reporter seemed to go on a
mad dash over the weekend searching out this criticism, which is all quoted in the
article by visiting forces, and leaves the reader with the sense that the Brigade
as a whole does absolutely no self-criticism. The article also subtely puts forward
that the struggle around the national campaign was divided along national lines, .
while subsequently completely failing to sum up the tremendous advances that were
made in understanding what taking up the fight against national oppression and
building a multi-national Brigade . entailed.

The response from the N0 to the fuardian arkigXe should be included at the
end of the newsletter, and is was summed up by the NIC as being basically good, x
but that the MNYC rep should take responsibility for adding a paragraph concerning
ultra-leftism. The Guardian article and response could be used for discussions
by Brigades around such issues as building a multi-sational organization, etc.
The Guardian said they thought they would print the response in the next issue.
However, if this is not done, it will be printed in the Oct. issue of FB!

The Guardian is a definite force in the movement, and has played a prog-
ressive role in the past, but it has had a history of problems in its coverage of *
the Drigade-- so areas, Biigades, and individuals should take it upon themselves
to get in information by letter or telephone to Ben Bedell on the Guardian staff
around student actions in your area, DOI"T ASSUIE THAT IT"S BEING DOHE RY SOUE
OHE ELSE?! It won't hurt them to get 2 reports on something anyway. The Guardian
has told us that they would change our politics ("in order to protect us from being
the laughing stock of the left"), so people should be i vigilant about seeing that
events are covered accurately, taking up struggle with the Guardian when they're
not. _

VVAl/ SO DENONSTRATIONS I MASHIMGTOM D.C. JULY 1-4

The HIC rep from i1.Y. gave a full report on the July 1-4 demos and the
struggles that went on. In general, the RSE played a very good role.

At first, Brigade members (mainly from NY) acted somewhat arrogantly.
During the first day's mass regional meetings, RSB people came on very strong
arguing in favor of a position, basically repeating the same points over and
over like beating people over the head with them-- not winning people over.
After receiving criticism from several people in VYVA!/!SO, the RSB from HY
caucused and summed up the need to k& win people over politically-- going out
among people constantly (not just in mass meetings) and discussing things and
listening to them. It was realized that we must be conscious that it was a
demo called by VVAY/USO and not the Brigade. So RSB members moved off this
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discussion, and for the following three days really strugaled well and §ained
a lot of respect within the demonstrations and laid the basis for excellent
relations with VVAL/LISO,

One I1IC rep raised a question of whether the RSB should try to build
YYAL/USO chapters on our campuses, The meeting summed up that, while we strive
to unite around issues with VVAU/MSO and build a close working relationship,
we aren't organizers for that organization. il are building a mass anti-
imperialist student organization, and many vets are students, and as students we
try to get them to join the RSB. And the RSB should see itself working around
veterans issues on campus, such as cuts in vets benefits (though not as con-
sistently as the VVAU/UISO) as part of its fight against imperialism, ilany
times it will be possible to Tink up with VVAU/YSO around these issues, and we
?hould actively try to do this, but wait for that to happen.before we act on

ssues, :

FIGHTBACK

The discussion around Fightback centered around the main task of the paper
which is circulate anti-imperialist news among the masses of students and inform
them of the developing struggle against the enemy. e see it as an important
tool in our expansion work as well as a good organ of the Brigade that will
bring important lessons to our work and stimulate political discussion.

In selling the paper, we discussed the need for boldness. The key to
selling 1t well is to really understand the purpose of the paper and why it is
important to get it out to students. The NIC summed up that we should see
selling the paper as an important part of our political work

In the future we felt that it was really important that the Brigade really
get out among the students and investigate what students want to read about.
This should be seen as an important and necessary task. l'e also discussed the ;
possibilities of including cultural expression in the coming issues (excerpts
from plays, poems, stories, etc.).

There was a political discussion concerning the name of the newspaper. The
HIC felt the Fightback is essentially a defensive name, not really accurately
describing a revolutionary organization that takes the offensive against the
system, Even if we don't change the name, the NIC saw it as an important disi
cussion, and feit all chapters should discuss the political aspects of our
newspaper's, It was felt that we shouldn't change the name, now, unless something
exceptionally good was suggested: '

FINANCES AND FUNDRAISING: POLITICAL TASKS

Each regional representative was asked to bring $150 m to the HIC meeting.
Yhile most areas raised that amount or more, California mor e than doubled it
with $305! This is because thay really grasped the political importance of
raisina funds. Mithout a consistent supply of money, the national office can't
operate, and this means no national publications (like the pamphlet and the
newspaper), no center, and no real use of our strength as a national organtzation.
California really jumped into action following the convention, and realizing
that fundraising would be a special priority, planned out a number of different
events and boldly took up this task. A couple of areas (Boston and Upstate
HY in particular) raised very little, giving excuses 1ike "we're still paying
the costs of travel to Iowa City" or "everyone's broke"., These areas were
criticized, and ve are confident that they will move to correct this political
error, All areas and chapters should have full discussions about the political
importance of raising funds, come up with ideas, and act on them immediately.
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SO'E IDEAS FOR FUMDRAISING:
Bake sales; Child care (Calif. is setting up a permanent location, manning it
with tuo RSB members on Fri & Sat nites, & charging 75¢/ child!); Raffles-- get
‘sympathetic' shopkeepers to donate records, liquor, bocks, etc; Dances with
Tit tables, speekers, entrance fee; Ask teachers for 'revievers copies' of
books they receive and sell them to a used book store; Disco party- advertized
as Rock, Soul, Latin with a D.J,; Silk-screened T-Shirts (il.0. will coordinate
sales nationally!); movies; speakers; Fairs or community carnivals around a
political theme (we could have used TTBO a month ago!); pass the hat at ever
anct;on and meeting; furniture sales; house-painting (raises a lot of money);

sales,., :

EXPANS IO

Three regional tours are being planned by the Brigade for early fall through
areas of the country where we are presently spread a 1ittle thin. They are:

Area Toured By
1) the South East and South
2) western ‘lidwest lidvest
(lissouri, Kansas, flebr., Col.)
3) Southwest California

The tours will be important for really consolidating ourselves as a anational
organization, and will do follow up work on the contacts e have made in these
regions, while building new ties on several campuses. The NY-ilJ rep, and expan-
sion tour veteran from last year, will be writing up a more comprehensive and
detailed gaidelines for the tours-- how to set them up, what to take, what con-
tacts can do for you, ideas for what to do on campuses, costs, etc.

ilechanics

TIIE: te're aiming for Tate Sept. or early Oct., while freshmen are still
fresh and before the cold sets in.

PEOPLE: It would be good to have 2 or more cars going through each region,
so Bfigades shiould begin now to start politically deciding who would be a good
representative of the Brigade-- able to sum up vho we are, and what we're about,
and dedicated to building the revolutionary student movement. IC reps should
send in volunteers and draftees names by Sept. 5th,

FINAWCES: The {i0 can't provide any funds, so areas should begin funraising
immediately with some of the new ideas pooled at the IC meeting, but this is not
meant to cldse the door on those people who will personally take on financing
their trip.

Expansion is not a one-sided task, and we must also consistently take it up
in our own areas. The OH-ilich area recently moved forward with intra-area expan-
sion by setting up work teams in existing Brigades who evaluated where exapnsion
needed to be done, and then began sytematic, veekly viork on those campuses. Through
past experience they had found that new Brigades had disintegrated when no con-
sistent follow-up work was done in their new chapter, and that the best way to
both develop a chapter and keep it arowing was to build unity by actively in-
volving people in struggle, whether it was taking up a sharp strugglie on their
campus msuch as cutbacks, or helping to build for a larger demonstration such as .°
the July 4th VVA'1/1ISO demo. Iowa also found this to be true when the possibility
for new Brigades developed from a broad range of forces in volved in coalition
work for an Aug. 10th bum demo.
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THE HATIONAL CA'IPAIGH OF "THROY THE BUI1 OUT--ORGANIZE TO FIGHT"

The national campaign of "Throw the Bum Out--Organize to Fiogt" is coming to
a close, [lixon is obviously gone and the ruling class is temporarily united around
Gerald Ford, with the intension of "proving" that the system is better than ever,
working fine, etc, The people are literally under a propaganda blitz from the
monopoly capitalists.

The HIC summed up that it was most essential for the Brigade to actively go
out among the students and sum up what this whole struggle was about. In the imm-
ediate sense this means "victory rallies" wherever possible (and where they've
been held so far, they've been ' very successful as many people are rightfully
happy that ilixon is gone). Of course, the essential tone of these rallies is that
the struggle continues against the ruling class, and we must continue to take advan
tage of their turmoil. The {1IC also talked of the importance of mass leafletting,
political theater, etc. that directly sum up the Nixon affair. In future months,
we should continue to draw connections and lessons from !atergate and the split
in the ruling class. For insance, in the Bay area where active work around Ru-
chell lagee is beginning, Brigades should point out the class nature of justice
between Ruchell and the !latergate defendants. isell .

- The HIC talked of important points to sum up around Hixon:
1) "Kick "Em While They're Down"-- how the imperialists are in crises and tumoil,
and that's the basis of the !latergate scene. This is especially important in
combatting the ruling class propaganda that the system has just provent it works
better than ever, and that the “greedy and evil man" is now gone-- the real cause of
the people's problems,
2) The class nature of justice, 'lhat the impeachment hearings were all about--
trying to chain the anger of the pwople to the liberal. Exposing Rodino, Kennedy,
etc.-- these dudes will get run down in FB! Also comparing the "sentences" of
the llatergate prisoners with the situation of the masses of prisoners and political
présoners, There was a feature article of !lagruder and others in jail around 2
months ago in Time or Hewsweek showing their "jail" with horseback riding and
golf courses,

The NIC also summed up that thexxsazam that the reason the “latergate issue”
developed and took so long was because of the internal struggle in the ruling class.
and that théir unity right now is only temporariy, and that future sptits could
quickly develop., But we must remember that "Throw the Bum Qut" was a specific
tactic we used in which the ruling class was openly exposed in a struggle among
themselves, and that we could take advantage £a of this situation by throwing them
into % greater turmoil and exposing the whole ruling class. Raising the slogan
“Dump Ford ", am as the Guardian recently did, would be wrong. !le're not about
throwing one president after another.out the door. 'e're about attacking the
whole ruling class. :

PRESENT SITUATION: Ho Hational Campaign

A national campaign for the Brigade is a sharp struggle that can be waged
in a nationa-wide effort, uniting a large number of people against the monopoly
- capitalist system, and moving the revolutionary movement forward by exposing
imperialism as the exploitative system it is to more and more people. The
national campaign is not a aimmick or something that is taken up mechanically
- for every school term, and at this time the NIC doesn't see any one issue that
is sharp enough to build a national campaign around. But we all know that im-
perialism exsakes always creates numbers of créses, and any number of campaigns
could develop in the future-- such as SE Asia, the iliddle East, or a nation-
wide strike or political trial. A national campaign or action can be called by
the N0 at any time as conditions change, the ilIC summed up.
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AFRICAN LIGERATIO!N

Just because the Brigade is starting the fall vwithout a natioal compaign does
not mean that it won't be unified in its vork at certain times and around certain
issues. And the flic strondly urges that all Brigades kick off their fall work by
taking up African Liberation with a celebration of Guinea Bissau's independence
on Sept. 24th. The bourgeois press is putting on an anti-colonialist front
by pushing the idea that Portugal is just a 19th century colonialist who is
finally giving up and entering the 20th Century. DBrigades should bring out and
expose neo-colonialism and the US and other imperialists' role in Africa.

Celebrations vould vary form campus to campus keeping in mind both the
conditions on campuses and the world-wide developments of imperialism. But
the I1IC felt that in most cases Brigades had moved bevond the educational forum
Stage to being able to imvolve people in mass struggle, possivly exposing
their university's stock portfolio, or a recruiter's company's exploitation,
or linking up with other struggles such as the Rhodesian chrome boycott. DBrigades
should try to involve people in as much struggle as possible.

!lithout a national campaion there could be a tendency among chapters to
Jjump from cne area of work to another, with no consistent effort in any area.
This tendency should vigilantly be struggled against. Local Brigades, Area
Coordinating Committees, and !!IC reps should all begin political discussions
analysing what would be the best areas of work for their chapters. In this
spirit Fhefﬂ%g surmed up some major areas of work that Brigades might be looking
to in the fall. '

OTHER AREAS OF !!ORK

STRIKE SUPPORT: The US is in the middle of the biggest strike wave in decades!
The NIC felt that the RSD has an-important part to play in supporting striking
workers, This is an excellent time to organize forums-- on the strike wave in
general or a specific strike., 'lhen strikes break out in local areas, the
chapters should see this as a good thing to bring students to the picketlines,
while being careful not tec "over-run" the workers. At the same time, we should
use the opportunity to bring strikers on to campus for forums and other events.
l'hile materially aiding the struggle of the workers, this also helps break

down the barriers that the ruling class is always trying to erect to divide us.
It should always be pointed out that when workers go on strike, they are
battling our common enemy, imperialism. Chapters should investigate the situation
on their campuses, support the different struggles kthat campus workers engage
in, and try to build ties with them, For instance, Columbia U maintenance
workers will probably strike in September, and the RSB is already preparing to
organize active student support. ;

As far as any nation-wide strike support, the M0 will investigate and
coordinate RSB action. By the time you read this, we should already be involved
in the fight against the sell-out telephone contract.

And it appears that there will be a nationwide coal-miners strike this
fall. After the miners' wildcat against the energy freeze in !!.Va. and the
struggle against importation of coal from S. Africa, the imperialists have
made it clear that they want to stop the miners and are going to mount a con-
certed effort to break any strike, Already they've begun to stockpile coal
to last out the winter., Local areas should investigate the situation (Does
the univ, own stock in coal companies or utilities? Is stéckpiling going on in
your area? etc) and prepare for action. Students should be prepared in advance
by leaflets, campaigns can be waged acainst Univ. support for the mine owners
and against stockpiling, and targets should be faxu found for picketing and
other action. This can be an important lesson for students as they materially
aid one of the most militant and politically aware sections of the working class
as it battles the capitalists. A1l ilic reps should be investigating factors
and prepare a report for the next HIC mtg.
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In general, farmworkers support work by the Brigade has been slow this
summer. But several areas, especially Boston, have done excellent work. THe
HIC summed up that for future work we will probably gave to operate seperately
from the official boycott committees-- but this depends on local conditions.
Hithin these committees there has been almost no political struggle, their
literature is based on moralistic "blood-in-the-grapes" analysis (at times even
making grapes the enemy, rather than the growers and the ruling class), picket
lines ?re totally pacifist and hold back the militance of the farmworkers'
struggle ;

thile we may have to do our vork independently of the offickal leadership,
we must not make the error of attackingthe union drive. The union driv e is at
the heart of the farmworkers struggle, and that is what our actions are sup-
porting. Unionizing this previously unorganized sector of the American
working class into the UF!! will be a powerful blow against the imperialist. But
we must also remember that the leadership of the UF!l has taken some bad stands--
like supporting the Rodino-Kennedy deportation bill and their total reliance
on pacifism, ' 7 oS s 3 i !

In no way did the IIC propose that farmworker support work be a national
campaian, rather , chapters should decide whether or not to do work based on
local conditions.

REPRESSION ~The NIC discussion concerning police repressdon focussed on 3
main areas: Attica Brothers, Ruchell !lagee, and the Chicano !loratorium in
conjunction with the Rodino-Kennedy Bill,

There is a demonstration planned Sept. 14 in Buffalo to help build for the
coming Attica trials. This demo is being called by the Attica Legal Defense
Comm. (Angela Davis and others will be speaking) and although the HO will keep
the Brigade abraast of the activities it was basically summed up that upstate
I1Y and Ohio would relate to this demo.

Ruchell 'lagee has become a prime area of work in the Bay area,Calif. There
is a coming demonstration planned to further expose this obvious ruling class
railroad attempt and to confront the Calif. law prohibiting demonstrations in
front of a courthouse (instigated during the Angela Davis trials) There will be
an article in the next issue of FB! explaining the case and identifyina the
issues. The INIC further discussed raising the whole question of Ruchell :lagee
in our work, to begin linking up this struggle with other work done around
political prisonsers as well as to point out "justice" undera monopoly capital-
ism---discrepencies between !/atergate criminals' sentences and Ruchell's...

The RODINO-KEMHEDY BILL, currently before congress, will make it easier
for the gov't. immigration dept. to deport so-called "illegal aliens" and other
non-US citizens. The pigs plan to use this to get rid of "trouble-makers"--
union organizers and political activists in the Chicano & Asian communities in
the llest and Haitian & Dominican communities (which are very active against
imperialism) in the East. Also threatened by this bill will be students from
Africa, Iran, Asia, and the Philippines. So we must fight this as an act of
national oppression. It is also a key opportunity to 3expose the liberal
impeachers who are sponsoring this oppressive attack on the people.

The California RSE will be organizing for and participating in the
CHICANO [MORATORIUiI planned for Aug 31st in Los Angeles. Demands for the demo are:
10 Defeat the Rodino-Kennedy immigration bill 2) Drugs out of Chicano communities;
3) Support the UF!! & 4) Independence for Puerto Rico. Chapters should invest-
igate whether anything is planned around this in theri areas. Something might
be planned in NY & Chicago--the 10 % is investigating what's going on in these
cities & will get it to the areas.

ilovember 16th will be the 2nd anniversary of the brutal shotgun murders of
two Black students at Southern University. The state pigs were called in to
Bt break a student strike demanding better wages for workers on campus and
a school that would serve the needso of the community. !e can use this occassion
to expose even further the national oppression that the ruling class uses to
support its decaying system of imperialism and the repression it wields against
all people, especially Black and Third Yorld people.
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FREE PUERTO RICO! OCT. 27Tl DEO

The Brigadesin ilYC and Chicago aredoing organizing for the Oct. 27th demon-
stration in iladison_Square Garden to free Puerto Rico from U.S. imperialist
domination. The demo was called by the Puerto Rican Socialist Party and is
being planned by the Puerto Rican Solidarity Day Committee, a very broad coalition.
Problems have already developed in [IYC around the bureaucratic way work is being
@ done by the coalition, and the a-political tasks that were to be assigned to
the Drigade. After contacting their main office it was decided that we would do
u our ovn leaflet for mass distribution on the East coast to build for the rally.
There is also a possibility for some local action by Brigades on the day of the
demo. This issue of FB! will carry a short announcement about what's coming up,
and the OCt. issue will have a more in-depth analysis of the situation in Puerto
Rico and the importance of supporting their liberation struggle.

CUTBACKS Iil ETHIIC STUDIES

Ethnic Studies Progmams on mosr Campuses were won through strugglé, and will &
be kept through strugdle. Cutbacks have not been coming «down evenly throughout
the country, but due to xm the present economic crisis, 3rd llorld programs are
increasingly falling under the imperialist axe. ilajor struggles have already been
waged by chapters -in iladison and Berkley (see work reports), taking up the fight
to defend the right of 3rd llorld students to ebhnic centers and a 3rd !lorld
program of study, and Brigades should be on the look-out for cutbacks happesimning
on their campuses. A minor tendency was noted by the CA JIC rep out of the ber-
keley mass struggle that on some campuses the 3rd !lorld departments had been
totally co-opted by the university, and that 3rd llorld students didn't really
relate to them, but that %z it was important for Brigades to take it up a in a
way that was really fighting for a department that would serve their needs.

BLACK STUDEWT HISTORY PUBLICATION

Seeing the need at the convention for a sum~up of the Black student move-
ment's history through the 50's and 60's, a woman at Antioch College in OH has zx
started to do research on it for a series. of articles in FB!, which could possibly
be xux printed up later as a pamphlet, Brigades should discuss and sum=up
the political importance of such a publication, and politically decide ofi other
people who would be able to help with the research and vriting.. lle are calling
on Drigades to get in contact with other forces, organizations, or individuals in
their area who sould have information on the movement, and send in resources, re-
ports, or articles to the {I0 so it can be a coordinated effort and vwe. can help
in getting out information to the people doing the actaal writing. lle need peepieX
people's input as soon as possible to be able to get this series rolling for
up-coming FB!s,

THE FIRST COUPLEIOF HEEKS OF THE NEY SCHOOL YEAR: High level of Activity!

The NIC summed up that the key to starting off the school year is a great
deal of well-planned highly visible activity. The first chapter meeting should
be widely publicized and should mainly be an intreduction to the RSB, our
politics, and begin to draw people into some activity. (It's a good idea to have
a short film or slike show about some current struggle) Chapters should prepare
local supplements to the RSB pamphlet and have other literature on hand.

A good idea to introduce students to the RSB as well as to "college education
under imperialism" is a guided tour of. the campus, pointing out the sites of
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previous student activity (such as buildings that vere occupied, the ruins of
ROTC buildings, etc) as well as describing in detail what aoes on in other
buildings (i.e. war research, boring irrelevant classes, etc). This has been
very popular on campuses in the past and nelps to counter the administrations
propaganda. It can also help to sum up the student movement of the 60's in
a good way and build the RSD of the 70'd.

Also of importance is systematic and massive sales of FB! and distribution
of the upcoming TTBO-OTF analysis and sum-up. A FB! subscription drive should
be undertaken. In general, the first couple weeks of school should be an e
extremely active period for all Brigade members.

Preceeding the RSB's founding convention, the Iowa City chapter spent
months of hard work in preparation. For three days, 450 people were housed,
food was available, people were picked up at the airport, etc, and the convention
ran smoothly, Throughout this period, the Iowa City chapter took up this task
enthusiasticly-- without complaint-- in a true serve-the-people spirit. Their
selfless determination and clear devotion to the revolution helped make the
convention a great success., The entire Brigade joins in thanking the Iowa City
¢hapter and commending them for a job well done! '

IEEDED: . 7 5% i
The [IY-ilJ Brigade is putting together a pamphlet on Open Admissions.
They need the following things:
1) ggy.:nformation, literature, pamphlets, etc on the San Francisco State
rike;
2) Any studies people have done or literature available about how schools are
tools of imperialism e :
3) Information on ruling class strategy for the schools: information on
master plans, foundation reports, state studies, financial aid reports, etc...

. _If anyone has any of the above material, please send it to
Richie Chevat, 160 Claremont Ave, i1.Y.C. 10027 (Apt 4-h)

or
R.S.B., 3739 . layne St.(2nd Floor), Chicago, I11 60613
dedededede ek deokdcdededdededieko e s et ded ik el et des et s et e b ek e e e e o e e ek e ek e

CORRECTION AiD ADDITIONS

P. 3 paragraph 1 _

ilot only did the division of "white issue® and "Third !or1d" issue weaken and
divide the struggle. 1I%'s also an inacurate analysis. As we summed up at the
convention the fight ‘against national oppression is the fight of all the people-
of all nationalities. 'e are all involved in the fight against one ruling class
and the struggle agdinst that enemy, whether it be fighting cutbacks or national
oppression, it is the fioht of us all.

p. 3 paragraph 2 : '

Add... The Bricade has a good political analysis of struggle and the present
situation of U.S. imperialism !le shouldn't keep it o ourselves but boldly put it
forward to the students. .

around convention- NIC people should see that all school calendars are sent
into the [10- so we can get a better arasp of when to have the convention as well
as the number-.of Fight Backs to print.
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p. 7 let's clarify _ )

The Dricade sees VVA!=!'SO as an important organization involved in the
revolutionary strugale. !le should work with them around certain issues when our wo
workina together will advance the overall struagle.  The 2SR should not seeitself
as VVA'I builder. 'e should take up and support the strugale of vets on the
campuses-but we won't do this as consistently as VVAl'=!1SD,

p.lo-the paragraph at the bottom of African Lib.

In pointing out the dangers of the Brigade jumping from one issue to another
blindly. DBricades should sum up areas of work constantly-keeping in mind the sharp
issues on the campuses as well as the world-wide developments of imperialism. This
section is the IIC suming up some different areas of work- in no way is this a
program for the Brigade for the next Kuxmer semester. This is simply summing up
some of the sharp issues facing us. There are certainly other areas of work that
Brigades uill take up. : £ '

Though there is no national campaion at the present moment there are areas of
vork-national projects the Dricade can and should work on. The Sept. 24 anniv.
of Guinea Bissau, Southern U. commemoration. possible national strike support, etc.

p.11-
The 3rd demand for the "Chicano !loratorium" is; support for the Farmworkers amrd---
not the United Farmworkers Union.

9 In looking over the notes-the il.0. would 18ke to add the following areas of
work.

The 'lideast si one of the most explosive areas in the world. The "no war-no
peace" situation has existed there for twenty-five years, having been interrupted
at least four times over that period with var. There are many controversial and
important issues involved there. To name a few- the Zionist bandit state of
Isreal, the Palestinian people robbed of their land, and the strategic importance
of 'liddle East oil to the imperialists.

There will no doubt be future strugales, vars, etc. breaking out in this area
of the world. Last year the Drigade in some areas of the country did some veryxzes
godd work around the iliddle East- on some campuses it was the first time a consiste
tent anti-imperialist analysis came out around this issue. But there is stilla
reat deal of confusion among students around the issue and far too many people
support the state of Isreal and equate anti-Zionism with anti-Semitism. The
Origade should see it as important to develop the people consciousness about the
‘liddle East situation with forums etc. There are some good popular movies the
Crigade can show without having to do a areat deal og work; "Revolution Until
Victory" and "Dhofar". Brigades should periodically sum up the situation in the
‘liddle East- achieving unity in the Brigade- so that is something does break out

ghapperg son't have to spend 4 weeks figuring out a position., - A

The llational Off ice would also 1ike to emphasize the importance of Hovember
16th, the 2nd anniversary of the killings at Southern U. Over the summer we have
seen the Brigade begin to actively throw itself into the fight against national
oppression as part of the overall fight against imperialism.
Rallies around Southern U. could: , :

1) commermorate the valiant strugale of the Southern U, students in 73

2) sum up and advance in struggle xhaxmdxamag the fight against national

oppression and imperialism.

Of course these rallies could also link up and advance other struggles that are
goina on in each campus or local area. Brigades should actively investicate and
sum up (ilIC people let us know what's happening) the potential for luilding _
strugglearound this day- uniting the building for this with other groups.



It would be a very important advanee for the anti-imperialist movement
having students across the nation commemoratina a past valiant struggle and linking
it up with the poeples present struagle against repression, national oppression
as part of the fight against hbe rulgng class
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SUBCRIBE TO FIGHTBACK!

i HATIE AREA PHOHE
ADDRESS

CITY ZIP

CHAPTER

— T VIOULD LIKE TO SUBCRIBE TO FIGHTBACK! (3$/YR.)
— T 1IOULD LIKE TO BE A FIGHTBACK SUSTAINER
5%/.10
15770
15$/:10
— I WILESGIVE __ /10 TO THE RSB HO , SO IT CAN CONTINUE FUNCTIONIIG

Send Coupon To: RSB
3739 i, "ayne St. 2nd F1.
Chicago, I11, 60613

IARE 70 STRUGGLE-
[ARE 70 \WIN o/
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