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W OM EN H O LD  UPI
HALF THE SKT

WVO Exposes Itself -Again
Comrade Lenin taught us that the struggle against 
imperialism is a sham and a humbug if it is not 
linked up to the struggle against opportunism 
It is crucial to always apply this teaching in the 
struggle for the full emancipation of women, and to 
fight against all forms of opportunism on the woman 
question Especially against right opportunism, the 
main danger, and its conciliation to bourgeois fe­
minism, its realiance on bourgeois courts and bour­
geois politicians, and its failure to link the 
struggle for the full emancipation of women to the 
struggle against imperialism

Historically, the Workers Viewpoint Organization 
has been one of the main proponents of this line 
in our omovement Their role m  the women's confe­
rence which we are summing up below, shows how, 
despite their high-sounding phrases and self-pro­
clamations about being the party, they are the 
same right opportunists they have always been-^.

On th e  w eek en d  of Tune 2 4 -2 5 , th e  N ew  York W ork­
ing W om en h e ld  a "Poor W om en 's C o n fe ren ce"
The m ain fo rce  b eh ind  th e  co n fe re n ce  and  th e  
NYWW (New York W orking W omen) a s  w e ll is th e  
W orkers V iew point O rg a n iz a tio n  (WVO) W hat w as 
th e ir  p u rp o se  in ca rry in g  ou t th e  c o n fe re n c e ,a n d  how 
th e y  c a r r ie d  it o u t,  g iv e s  u s  a good g ra sp  of W VO's 
cu rren t lin e  and  how l i t t l e  th is  lin e  h as  ch an g ed  
s in c e  tw o  y e a r s  ag o  w hen  th e y  w ere ad v o c a tin g  td  
b u ild  th e  m ass 'm o v em en t a s  th e  c e n tra l  ta s k  In 
f a c t ,  th e  co n fe re n ce  w as lik e  a  re - ru n  of th e  old 
B u d g e t-C u ts  C o a lit io n  th a t  WVO form ed a t  th e  tim e 
a s  one of i t s  f ro n ts  The h n e  of WVO, th e n  and  
now , is  to  b u ild  je l ly - l ik e  m ass  o rg a n iz a t io n s , 
w ith  vague p r in c ip le s  of un ity  and  g o a l s , w ithou t 
p r in c ip le d  id e o lo g ic a l s t r u g g le , an d  w here everyone 
ca n  f it  in The co n fe re n ce  w as m eant to  be  a 
m ass  re c ru itm en t e f fo r t ,  to  b u ild  a n o th e r  o rg an iz a  - 
tio n  a lo n g  th e  lin e s  of th e  B u d g e t-C u ts  C o a lit io n  
in  w h ich  th e y  have  no in ten tio n  of m aking any  k ind 
of l in e s  o f d em arca tio n  w ith  th e  b o u rg eo is  fem i­
n is t s  , a n a r c h is t s ,  .re fo rm is ts  an d  o p p o r tu n is ts  of 
a l l  so r ts  T h is b ecam e c le a r  from an  a n a ly s is  of 
th e  lin e  o f th e  c o n fe re n c e , th e  m ain  fo rc e s  in v i­
te d  to  p a r tic ip a te  and  le a d  th e  w o rkshops in  th e  
c o n fe re n c e , W VO's ta i l t s m  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o n ­
fe re n c e , and  th e ir  u n d em o cra tic  m e th o d s ,

THE LINE OF THE CONFERENCE

W e d o n 't  e x p e c t th a t  a  m ass  o rg a n iz a tio n  pu t ou t a 
com m unist v iew  on th e  wom an q u e s t io n ,  o r on any  
o th e r  q u e s tio n  It is  in f a c t  w ith  th e  help  of com ­
m u n is ts  th a t  th e  m a s s e s  go  b eyond  th e i r  t r a d e -  
u n io n is t c o n s c io u s n e s s  an d  v iew s But w hen  in ­
co rre c t v iew s a re  pu t fo rw ard , it is  th e  du ty  of 
com m un ists to  com bat them  and  pu t forw ard th e  
co rre c t v iew s D id WVO do th i s  7

The g en e ra l lin e  of th e  co n fe re n ce  w as one of r e l i ­
a n c e  on p o li t ic ia n s  and  on th e  p a rlim en ta ry  road 
T h is  re fo rm is t lin e  w as  m an ife s te d  in  many w ays 
It w as  m a n ife s te d , fo r e x a m p le , by  th e  m ain  s p e a k ­
e r s  c h o s e n ,  m ost o f whom c le a r ly  re p re se n te d  th e  
c a p i ta l is t  e s ta b l is h m e n t ,  such  a s  Ruth M e s s in g e r ,
NYC co u n c tlw o m an . R e p re se n ta tiv e  Ted W e is s ,  and 
C o m m iss io n e r, Seym our P osner The m ain m e ssag e  
w as "w rite  your c o n g re ssm a n , suppo rt your good 
p o l i t ic ia n s ,  p re s su re  th e  bad  o n e s ,  and  ev e ry th in g  
w ill be  a l l  r igh t " Even from B lack a c t iv i s t  and  W e l­
fa re  R ights o rg a n iz e r , B eulah S an d e rs , though  
sp eak in g  in a m ilita n t w a y , an d  ad v o c a tin g  (in co r­
rec tly ) fo r in d iv id u a l v io le n c e , th e  m e ssag e  r e ­
m ained  th e  sam e w ork th rough  th e  p o li t ic ia n s  
WVO not on ly  In v ited  th e s e  re fo rm is ts  a s  m ain 
s p e a k e rs  of th e  co n fe re n ce  th u s  p ropping  them  up 
a s  le a d e rs  of th e  m a s s e s ,  bu t th e y  d id n 't  ev e n  b o ­
th e r  to  com bat th e i r  id e a s  a t  any  m om ent T his 
is  o u trig h t opportun ism  and  m is lea d in g  th e  m a s s e s ,  
ju s t  fo r th e  sa k e  of a t tr a c tin g  more p eo p le  to  th e  
co n fe re n ce

WHO LED THE WORKSHOPS

A nother form in w h ich  reform ism  w as  m an ifes ted  w as 
in th e  ch o ic e  of r e p re s e n ta tiv e s  to  le ad  th e  v arious 
w o rkshops T h ese  c h o ic e s  w ere c le a r ly  m ade w ith  
th e  in ten tio n  of n o n -a n ta g o n iz in g  a  num ber of fo rc e s  
and  p lay in g  up to  them  by  p la c in g  them  in ch a rg e  of 
th e  w o rk sh o p s R ather th a n  a ttem p tin g  to  pu t ou t c o r ­
r e c t l in e s  and  a n sw e r th e  burn ing  q u e s tio n s  in th e ' 
p e o p le 's  m inds from a c l a s s  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  WVO c a te re d  
to  th e  m ost back w ard  e le m e n ts  an d  p la c e d  in com m and 
su c h  fo rc e s  a s  th e  N a tio n a l O rg a n iz a tio n  of W om en 
(NOW) w ho led  th e  ERA w o rk sh o p , Brooklyn L egal Aid 
O ff ic e s ;  w ho le d  th e  W elfare  w o rk sh o p , an d  o th e rs

-  At Woman's Conference
As a r e s u l t ,  th e  w e lfa re  w orkshop  w as o r ien ted  t o ­
w ards te a c h in g  peop le  how to  b e a t W elfare  h a ra ssm e n ts  
a s  op p o sed  to  how to  o rg an ize  w elfa re  re c ip ie n ts  for 
rev o lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le , and  lin k in g  th e  cu rren t cu tb ac k s  
in w elfa re  b e n e f its  w ith  th e  c r is i s  of c a p ita lis m  w o rld ­
w ide NOW , a p e tty  b o u rg eo is  fe m in is t o rg a n iz a tio n , 
p re se n te d  ERA from th e  po in t of v iew  of th e  p e tty  
b o u rg e o is ie ,  of co u rse  and  e m p h as ize d  on th e  need  
to  suppo rt ERA a s ,  ac co rd in g  to  them  "a pow erfu l to o l 
to  defend  w om en 's r ig h ts " ,  re g le c ttn g  th e  f a c t th a t  
ERA a d v e rse ly  a f fe c ts  w orking c l a s s  women and  c re a te s  
th e  il lu s io n  th a t  e q u a lity  c a n  be  o b ta in ed  th ro u g h ’th e  
co u rts

WVO'S TAILTSM

WVO p ra c tis e d  the  m ost s la v is h  ta i l i s m  a t th e  c o n fe ­
rence  They av o id ed  a l l  c o n tra v e rsy  w ith  any  of th e  
w ide ly  d iffe rin g  fo rc e s  p re se n t They put up  no s tru g ­
g le  in th e  fa c e  of a l l  th e  refo rm ist and  b o u rg eo is  f e ­
m in is ts  id e a s  th a t  w ere bein g  put forw ard T h is is 
no a c c id e n t and  it goes fu rth e r th a n  ju s t  a q u e s tio n  
of " c o n c ila tio n "  It is  part of W VO's l in e ,  in fa c t 
It is  c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e ir  line of so c ia l-fe m in ism  to  
have p la c e d  NOW fo rc es  in th e  le a d e rsh ip  of th e  ERA 
w orkshop  WVO a d v o c a te s  b o u rgeo is  e q u a lity  (that 
th e re  is  a b s o lu te ly  no d if fe re n c e s  b e tw e en  th e  s e x ­
e s ,  n eg a tin g  wom en s ro le  a s  m o th e rs , and  n eg a tin g  
th e  c o n d itio n s  of life  for w om en u n d er c a p i ta l is t  s o ­
c ie ty ,  e tc  ) WVO th e re fo re  lo g ic a lly  o p p o se s  p ro ­
te c tiv e  le g is la t io n ,  som eth ing  th a t  is  w iped  out by 
ERA H aving h is to r ic a l ly  u n ited  w ith  th e  b o u rg eo is  
fem in is ts  (see  R e s is te n c e ,  Vol ,N o  ) WVO to d a y  
s t i l l  m akes no lin e s  of d em arca tio n  w ith  th e s e  op p o r­
tu n is ts  T heir p ra c tic e  a t  th e  co n fe re n ce  confirm ed  
th i s  once a g a in

W VO's o p p o rtu n is t s ta n d  on ERA is  e s p e c ia l ly  r e v e a l ­
ing They w an t to  have it bo th  w ays on th i s  q u e s tio n  
They w an t to  a p p e a l to  th o s e  w ho suppo rt ERA a s  w ell 
a s  th o se  w ho oppose  ERA, so  th e y  avo id  pu ttin g  ou t 
a p o s itio n  one w ay  or th e  o th e r They c la im  it is a 
" ta c t ic a l"  q u e s tio n  and  by th is  th e y  m ean th a t  w h en ­
ev e r th e y  a re  w ith  ERA s u p p o r te rs , WVO te n d s  to  su p ­
port it W ith  th o s e  w ho o ppose  it WVO w ill th e n  
s tr ik e  th e  p o se  of o p posing  ERA They a llo w  m em bers 
to  have  th e ir  own v iew  in th e  hopes of b e in g  ab le  to  
re c ru it in  bo th  cam ps Thus th e  in v ita tio n  to  NOW 
le a d e rs  to  d efend  ERA a t th e  co n fe re n ce  is not a c o n -  
c i l l ia t io n  w ith  th e  fem in is ts  bu t part of WVO s line

A nother exam ple  of WVO s ta i l is m  w as  a t th e  O rgan ­
ize  th e  U norgan ized  w orkshop  in w h ich  th e  J P Ste 
vens b o y co tt com m ittee  w as  pu sh in g  th e  lin e  th a t 
th e  b o y co tt w as th e  prim ary to o l in o rg an iz in g  J P 
S tev en s w orkers in th e  B lack Belt South T his is in ­
co rrec t a s  it n e g a te s  th e  vanguard  ro le  of the  w ork ­
ing c l a s s ,  and  n e g a te s  th e  prim ary to o l w hich  is 
th e  s tr ik e  WVO did  not a ttem p t to  com bat th i s  in ­
co rrec t idea  e i th e r  O ther v ie w s , som etim es put out 
by h o n es t peo p le  w ho d id n 't  know  any  b e t te r  w ere 
a l s o  met by WVO's approv ing  s i le n c e  Some of th e s e  
w ere lik e  "form ing our own hom ecare s y s te m " , and 
to  " n a tio n a liz e  h ousing  and  e lim in a te  la n d lo rd s"  - -  
b o th  refo rm ist p ro p o s itio n s  im p o ss ib le  w ith in  c a p i ­
ta l ism  R ather th a n  a ttem p tin g  to  s tru g g le  w ith  
th e s e  id e a s  in order to  he lp  th o se  h o n es t bu t c o n ­
fu sed  p eo p le  ad v an ce  in th e ir  p o s it io n s  WVO c h o se  
to  rem ain  s i le n t and  k eep  an  u n p rin c ip led  p ea ce  
w ith  a l l  fo rc e s

UNDEMOCRATIC METHODS

The lin e  of th e  co n fe re n ce  w as a ls o  re f le c te d  in its  
m ethods of work WVO c o n s is te n t ly  underm ined  th e  
d em o cra tic  p ro c e ss  R eso lu tio n s w ere p repa red  ah ead  
of tim e , so m etim es re s e n te d  a t th e  la s t  m inute w i th ­
out hav ing  had any  d is c u s s io n  oh th e  to p ic  T his m e ­
th o d  d id  not g iv e  peo p le  th e  oppo rtun ity  to  a ir  out 
th e ir  v iew s on th e  re so lu tio n s  and  rea ch  p rin c ip led  
u n ity  on them  At th e  A ffirm ative A ction  w o rk sh o p , 
a le a d in g  cad re  of WVO p re se n te d  a re so lu tio n  s u p ­
porting  th e  c a l l  for a "m ass p a rty "  WVO tr ie d  to  
in n o cen tly  s l ip  in th i s  re so lu tio n  w ithou t any  d is c u s - ,  
s io n  of it du ring  th e  w o rk sh o p , bu t it w as re je c te d  
s in c e  th e re  had b ee n  no d is c u s s io n  or p re se n ta tio n  
on th e  m a tte r  befo re  In th e  sam e w ay w ith o u t any 
d is c u s s io n ,  th e re  w as  a la s t  m inute a p p e a l to  p a s s  
a re so lu t io n  su p p o rtin g  th e  NOW m inority  c a u c u s  
M any of u s  w ere s u rp ris e d  to  h ea r a t  th e  c lo s in g  s e s ­
s io n  re s o lu t io n s  th a t  had  no t b ee n  app ro v ed  or d i s ­
c u s s e d  a t  our w o rk sh o p s S truggle w as c ru sh e d  many 
tim es  At th e  S te r iliz a tio n  and  A bortion  w orkshop  
w here an  Im portant s tru g g le  w as d ev e lo p in g  around  
w ho is  th e  e -’emy of w om en, WVO q u ick ly  ended  it 
by  announcing  th a t  "d inner is b e in g  se rv ed  for th o s e  
in te re s te d  "

OUR PARTICIPATION

A lthough sho rt n o tice  of th e  co n fe re n ce  did no t a llow  
for a d e q u a te  p a r tic ip a tio n , we u rged  som e frie n d s  to  
a t te n d  w ith  u s  th e  f ir s t  day in the  s p ir i t  of in v e s t ig a ­
tio n  On th i s  d a y , our p a r tic ip a tio n  w as very lim ited  
At th e  end  of th e  d a y , we summ ed up th e  c o n fe re n c e , 
th e  fo rc e s  p r e s e n t ,  th e  l in e ,  our ro le ,  e tc  Summing 
up w ith  ou r fr ie n d s  led  to  a more a c tiv e  p a r tic ip a tio n  
on th e  nex t day  T his w as a co rre c t m ethod of work 
w hich  p rov ided  com rades w ith  a c le a re r  o r ien ta tio n  
and  a w ay to  e x e rc is e  le a d e rsh ip  more co n s c io u s ly  
and  e f fe c tiv e ly  As a r e s u l t ,  we w ere ab le  to  e x e r ­
c i s e  le a d e rsh ip  and  com bat in co rrec t id e a s  in  a p r in ­
c ip le d  and  n o n se c ta r ia n  m anner At th e  ERA w orkshop  
for exam ple one p e rso n  w as w on o ver to  o p p o sitio n  
to  ERA a f te r  r e a liz in g  a s  sh e  s a id  th e  danger ERA 
re p re s e n ts  for th e  w orking c la s s

We a ls o  m ade m is ta k e s  M ost n o ta b ly , we fa ile d  
to  s tru g g le  fo r a re so lu tio n  of our own on o p p o sitio n  
to  ERA W e w ere ab le  to  s to p  a re so lu tio n  in favor 
of ERA p ro p o sed  by  NOW A lthough we s tru g g led  
s ta u n c h ly  a g a in s t  ERA, th is  fa ilu re  show ed lib e r ia lism  
and  a la ck  of le a d e rsh ip  a n d  in it ia t iv e  on our part 
It w as p o s s ib le  and  co rre c t to  stru g g le  for su ch  a r e ­
so lu tio n  w h ich  w ould  have he lp ed  to  advance  th e  
s tru g g le  forw ard T his fa ilu re  a ls o  show ed s e c ta r ­
ian ism  re f le c te d  in th e  narrow  view  of co u n te rp o sin g  
W VO's in te r e s ts  in th e  co n fe ren ce  w ith  th o se  of the  
s tru g g le  o v e ra ll

All of th i s  p o in ted  to  a g rav e r error w hich  in summing 
up led u s  to  c o n c re tiz e  a m ajor le s s o n  T his w as the 
need  for a c o n s c io u s  p lan  in a l l  th e  work we do and  
th e  need  to  com bat bow ing to  sp o n ta n e ity  on a l l  fron ts  
In our p lann ing  we fa ile d  to  se t out a c le a r  c o n s c io u s  
goa l for our p a r tic ip a tio n  in th e  w orkshops and th e  

co n fe re n ce  in g en e ra l In a tho rough  d is c u s s io n  on 
th is  q u e s t io n ,  com rades w ould have g a in ed .a  b e t te r  
g ra sp  on th e  p u rpose  of our p a r tic ip a tio n  in th e  work - 
sh o p s  It w ould  have h e lp ed  them  not to  lo se  th e ir  
b e a rin g s  on th e  q u e s tio n  of th e  re so lu tio n s  Such a 
d is c u s s io n  w ould  have brough t out more p ra c tic a l 
p roblem s to  be ta c k le d ,  a s  w ell a s  s e c ta r ia n  a t t i tu d e s  
to  be co m b atted  A lthough not n e c e s s a r i ly  p re v e n t­
ing a l l  e rro rs  o r e r ra d ic a tin g  lib e ra lis m , s e c ta r i a n ­
ism , e tc  more c o n s c io u s n e s s  in our p o l i t ic a l  work 
c e r ta in ly  le a d s  to  a b e t te r  s ty le  of work and  b e t te r  
r e s u l ts  T his h a s  b een  an  im portan t le s s o n  eece~t»ore- 
confirm ed in th e  c o n c re te  from our p a r tic ip a tio n  in 
th is  co n fe ren ce

CONCLUSION

What the conference really turned out to be was 
a process of self-exposure by WVO As usual, WVO 
"unites to expose" with the reformists, but ends 
up exposing only eitself For those unfamiliar with1 

WVO's opportunist line it was a process of get - 
ting to know them better too, in practice

In p a r tic u la r ,  th e  lin e  o f "bu ild  th e  m ass m ovem ent" 
a s  th e  c e n tra l  ta s k  held  by WVO cam e out c le a r ly  
WVO h as  b rough t to g e th e r  a few  o rg an iz a tio n s  and  
co n ju red  a  c o a lit io n  w hich  c a l ls  i t s e lf  " S o c ia lis ts  for 
a M a ss  P arty" (SMP) In th e ir  own w ords

"This grow ing u n re s t and  d ise n ch a n tm e n t among 
th e  A m erican p eo p le  w ith  th e  tw o m ajor p o li tic a l 
p a r t ie s  h as  s ti r re d  m otions from v ario u s  fo rces  
for a new  m ass p o li t ic a l  party  The d is i l lu s io n ­
ment of th e  A m erican p eop le  w ith  th e  tw o p a r tie s  
and  th e  m otion for a new  party  g ive fu rthe r e v i ­
d ence  for th e  need  for SMP "
(taken  from a fly e r d is tr ib u te d  a t th e  con ference)

T h is  "m ass p a rty "  lin e  re p re se n ts  a grow ing tren d  
in th e  U S to d a y  How d o es  WVO in tend  to  b u ild  
its  m ass p a r ty 7 A ccording to  them

"The b e s t  w ay  is to  pu ll to g e th e r  ind iv idua ls  
and  o rg a n iz a tio n s  from v ario u s  s tru g g le s  around 
N Y C  in to  one b road  p o li t ic a l  m ovem ent 
a g a in s t  m onopoly c a p ita lis m  " (sam e sou rce  )

T h is "m ass p a rty "  tren d  is  p a r tic u la r ly  dangerous 
b e c a u s e  it n e g a te s  th e  n eed  for a com m unist party  
and  th e  le ad in g  ro le  of th e  w orking c l a s s  in th e  r e ­
vo lu tio n  It c la im s  th a t  th e  w orking c l a s s  is  not 
ready  for su ch  a p a r ty , and  th a t  w hat is  n eed ed  is 
no t a  vanguard  party  m ade up  of th e  b e s t  e lem e n ts  

t of th e  w orking c l a s s  bu t a f r e e - fo r - a l l  c o a lit io n  
of lo o se ly  held  m ass o rg a n iz a tio n s

The "grow ing d ise n ch a n tm e n t of th e  A m erican p eo p le"  
is  W VO's th e o re t ic a l  ju s t if ic a tio n  for th e ir  Budget 
C u ts  C o a lit io n s  o f y e s te rd a y ,  and th e ir  NYWWs of 
to d a y  But th i s  m ass p o li t ic a l  party  is not w hat 
th e  d is e n c h a n te d  A m erican peop le  need  The only 
re a l a l te rn a tiv e  to  th e  tw o p o li t ic a l  p a r t ie s  of th e  
U S b o u rg e o is ie  is  th e  new  com m unist party  
th a t  w e m ust b u ild

To sum up th e  co n fe ren ce  for Poor W om en w a s , in 
th e  la s t  a n a ly s i s ,  an  e x c e l le n t exam ple of w hat th e  
e m a n c ip a t io n  of wom en is  not a l l  a b o u t , and  .what 
th e  lin e  o f WVO | s  a l l  a b o u t^ .


