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THIS IS WHERE
MR. LAO LIVES

It is dark; it is cold; and it smells
like human feces, urine and vomit. It
is dark because there are no lights.
It is cold because there is only an
open flame heater. It smells because
Mr. Lao is over 80 and too sick to
walk down the two flights of stairs to
the bathroom. He is too weak to walk
one hour down the four flightd stairs

T roeat-higonly.imeal fofrblneitda it o i oo s s

After 50 years of working in San
Francisco, New York and Phila. as a
waiter, cook and laundryman; he has
finally reached retirement. He has no

relatives and no friends. He can bare-.

ly walk when healthy, and when we fou-
nd him he was on the sidewalk, unable
‘to move in freezing weather.

"After Yellow Seeds found Mr. Lao,
many people have taken an interest in
him. Some have tried to help him. Oth-
ers are.trying to put him in an old
age home. They want to put him owut of
sight and mind. They will put him
where he will be poorly treated, won't
meet anyone who speaks Chinese and
will not have Chinese food.

We at Yellow Seeds were told that
this was the best that could be domne.
We were even asked to help put the
"51d man' away. But we opposed and
still oppose any effort to get rid of
Mr. Lao. We cleaned out ten bushels of
garbage; threw away the soiled mat -
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DITORIAL

The purpose of the Yellow Seeds Center is to
provide recreational, educational, and referral
services to the Asian community. The community
center does not subscribe to any religious be-
liefs of support any political philosophies. This
‘means that this place is for children to play and
study in and older people to read, drink, and re-
1a-X-n 5

We are developing referral services to an-
swer any questions concerning immigration, trans-
lation, (i.e. English letters into Chinese and
visg-versa), services for the elderly, health,
draft, - jobs, school, and legal matters. If any
problems or suggestions should arise, please do
not hesitate to come and discuss them with us at
the Yellow Seeds Center. AT K

Everyone is welcome, '

THE NEWSPAPER

The Yellow Seeds newspaper is published by
the members of Yellow Seeds, Inc. Our purpose
'is to inform the Asian-Americans in Chinatown,
‘in the suburbs, and on the campuses of the pre-
vailing problems and conditions immediately
confronting them.

However, in order for us to present an ob-
jective analysis of the issues involved, we
feel it is necessary to encourage direct par-
ticipation from the community in the writing
of the newspaper. We reserve the right to omit
those articles which do not relate to the is-
sues of the community and which are not substan-
tiated by fact. The views expressed in these
contributed articles (i.e. those which are
signed), are not necessarily those of the news-

paper. Nevertheless, we invite all responsible
contributions. :

)
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tress and scrubbed the apt. clean. We
have cleaned his clothes and through
donations gotten him a mattress,clo-
thes and a portable chemical toilet.
Everyday at 4 and 10P.M. we bring him
. food 'donated by Mayflower restaurant.
He is now much' healthier and; happier.
We need physical volunteering and
money for a medical check-up,a weekly
cleanup and a new aptment for Mr. Lao
who although old is still a human be-
ing.
'~ Mr. Lao is a fictitious name for a
very real person who can not be left

to die.
Donations of money, linens, etc.

Yellow Seeds, 1006 Winter St.
’ Wa5-3723

Fellow Seeds is published bi-monthly by Yellow

Seeds, Inc., a registered non-profit organiza-
‘tion, 1006 Winter Street, Phila., Pa. 19107. All
labor is donated, Subscriptions: $5.00/yr. sup-
porting subscription; $1.00/yr. regular; 15¢ a
single issue. Contributions in the form of ar-
ticles, photographs, poems, letters and announce-
ments are welcome. Vol. 1, No. 1/ April 1972.
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Can You Be Deported

Facts For Illegal Entrqnts

A prevalent problem confront-
ed by the alien minoritios in-
the United States concerns those
aliens whom the Immigration De-
partment consider.to be illegal
entrants. For the Chinese, this
is particularly true in the
Chinatown communities of large
cities throughout this country.
Although many cases are legiti-
mate and the subject is justifi-
ably deported, in most cases,
the person involved is
fully aware of his rights. Tnus,
many such people are deported
without the chance to. test the .
£411 legality of the action.
.“Although no warrants are re-
quired to enter public premises,
1.e.restaurants and stores,  they
are required for: private homes,
and, in all cases, arrest cannot
be made without the presentation

>f A Rule to Show Cause. This
statement is similar to an
indictment served for criminal
arrests. It states the situation
of the subject's arrival, his
present situation, and the
reasons for his illegal status.

After the arrest, the subject
is entitled to the due process
of law guaranteed to all the
citizens of this country. He
has a right to have a lawyer and
is not obligated to answer any
questions without the advice of
a lawyer. In. addition, he has
the right to demand the reasons
for his arrest, to have witness:
for his. earrest, to have wib=
nesses at his hearing, to have
the witnesses cross-examined,
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and to appeal his case if con-

victed. In some instances, the
sub ject may post bail for the

period before his hearing.

At the hearing, which determ-
ines the legality or illegality
of his stay, the subject may
either admit to the charges: or
stand mute to them. In both
cases, if the subject's entry and

stay is proved illegal, the de-

portee has three alternatives to

- which he can: resort .depending on

the circumstances. One is to
appeal the decision of deporta-
. Two is the pr1v1lege of
voluntary é@parture whﬁéh ‘would

allow a future return to the
country, And’ Three is to re-
quest a . suspension of deport-

ation due to political persecut-
ien.

In the case where the sub-
ject's stay is proved legal, he
must make an application for a
Change of Basis. The most com-
mon and most secure basis from
which an application can be made
is through a spouge Who is a
citizen or through a relative
who is a citizen. In other words,
an illegal entrant becomes legal
if he marries a citizen or if he
has an immediate relative who is
willing to sponsor him. An im-
mediate relative may be a parent
a child, a brother or a sister.
Other alternatives include 1).
subject who possesses a Spe01a1
talent cow-wa-high-level of radhil«
arship or education in a partic-
ular field; 2). A subject who
possesses a special skill which
is in demand. The skill involv=-
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ed changes with reSpect to the
needs and the conditions of the
country at a glven time; and3)

A subject who is a student and
is able to get..someone to spon-
sor him in a practical training
program in his field of study.
This alternative does not grant
a permanent stay but only a 31x
month extension.

The above points are a con-
cise and factual presentation of
the situation and its alterna-~
tives. ''here are magny other pos-
sible points that may offer oth-
er alternatives. Due to this
fact and in the case where a
reader does mnot fully under- -
stand the facts presented, he or
she should contact the Yellow
Seeds Community Center at 1006
Winter Street or-call WA5-3723
for further references, adv1ce,
and explanations.
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THE NEGLECTED
CHINATOWN ELDERLY

There are many examples of
neglect and selfishness shown to
the elderly in the Philadelphia
Asian community. The retired
men of the community, one-time
walters, cooks and laundrymen,
are without families or friends
to take care of them. There are
approximately 140 elderly men
living in the Chinatown area of
800 persons.

They live in up-stairs
rooms, above stores, restaurants
and association buildings. These
apartments are substandard and
unfit. They are without hot
water, safe drinking water, heat-
ing and toilets. Bare wood
floors, falling ceilings, broken
windows ana dangerous electrical
wiring exist everywhere.

The alternatives to these
conditions are flop house rooms,
hospital beds and the isolation
of a nursing home, the socially
accepted form of neglect.

Living in these unfit rooms
and apartments is not free. A
two room fire trap with an open
flame gas heater can cost from
$30 to $50 a month and the evic-
tion of tenants of any age is
not uncommon in Chinatown. Most
of the elderly live on life sav-
ings not knowing if their sav-
ings will last as long as they
w111 live. Those who are more

~awaro—get social security and

public assistance money; an av-
erage of $120 per month total.
Some associlations give odd jobs
such as doorman and "watchers"in
their buildings as a pension.

The problems are basic:
hunger, disease and fear. Most
elderly men must pay the expense
of eating in restaurants and d4i-
ners. If they have a stove,
which is usually a fire viola-
tion, they cook their own meals.
The average diet is two meals a
day, yet many suffer from malnu-
trition. Bad health and disease
are the results of infested 1liv-
ing conditions, bad diets and
the inaccessibility of medical
services. The neglect and iso-
lation that is a part of old age
in this community makes the
Chinatown elderly more vulnerable
to .theft and robbery.:  There is
1ittle coencern within the commun-
ity about the safety and security
of those who are retired and no
longer an asset to business.

The presence of this part of
the community is seldom talked
about. Some are only discovered
when dead. Elderly men, dead for
weeks, are often seen taken away
by ambulances or police wagons.
Its a good story or joke to talk
about "an o0ld man dying on the
spot". Saving for a burial or a
collection taken at . the funeral,
known as passing a book, is the
‘greatest indignity which the
aged are forced to live with.,

The conditions in which the
‘elderly live are created by the
community. Sitting around on

cold sidewalk steps, being kept
around in gambling houses, wast-
ing away alone in a bed, and get-

‘ting robbed are not the rewards

of 1life. Those responsible are
the Churches and Associations
who in their leadership of the
community have had interest. only
in their own futures. There is
no "Golden Age" club like
Boston's Chinatown. - There are
no health programs that reach
the elderly. The people respon-
sible are the ones who, have sald
" there are no other =~
__alternatives."
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YELLOW SEEDS' PROGRAM

FOR THE

The situation for the old
people in Chinatown has to be
changed. We can not . allow
twelve people to share one bath-
room that never gets cleaned.,We
can not allow people who have
worked hard their entire lives,
end their days in dirty,slimy
housing.

Because of their age,
people have difficulty doing
the simplest tasks-like clean-
ing their room. This being the
case, it is up to the community
to solve these problems and care
for their homeless, forgotten,
.elder citizens.

This is an wnsolwd commun-
ity problem. No organization,
except the Christian Center,
which houses four old people, has
done anything to help them. In-

deed, some organizations like
the Chinese Benevolent Associag-

old

tion are the landlords of this
‘dilapidated housing for the old.
Because no other organiza-
tions seem to care, Yellow Seeds
will take the responsibility of
trying to improve the situation
of the old people. This is our
plan. We will first try to im-
prove the present conditions of
the old. Then, because the old
need care and attention, we will
find a large apartment or house
which will be like a dormitory.
(Hopefully the combined Social
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Security payment of the old
would cover a large place).Each
Saturday we, with whomever will
join us, will clear the apart-
ment and change the linen and
laundry.  Through donations of

clothes and money, we willclothe,
feed and provide regular medical
care for the elderly in China-
Once those basic accomo-

town.
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dations are permanantly settled,
we will bring the old people to
movies, the beach and wherever
they wish to go. During these
times we hope young children
will accompany us so that they
won't treat their elders the way
the old of Chinatown are treat-
ed.

Because of the necessity
and scale of such a project, (it
should someday include all of
the o0ld of Chinatown) Yellow
Seeds would be willing and would
like to join with any group that
would abide to the following
conditions:

1) work for the old on a non-
profit basis

2) no religious or political
beliefs be forced on the
old cared for

3) there be a permanent com-
mitment

l}) there be a willingness to
equally share the respon-
sibilities and work with
Yellow Seeds

If an organization or in-
dividual cannot accept the L can-
ditions listed, they can donate
money to a public fund which will
go entirely to the old people.
Everyone will be welcome toclean
and cook.

All of this requilires money
and manpower. But most of all it
requires kindness for fellow hu-
man beings-something that appears
to be lacking in youth crazed
America when 1t comes to old
people. Like old cars and old
fashions, old people are tossed
away and forgotten. But now we
can begin in a small way to cre-
ate a new sense, a new order in
America, that values human l1life

above g}l else.
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In February of this year,
Edgar Snow, well known author,
journalist, and authority on
China, died of cancer. Mr. Snow
was a close friend of many of
China's leaders, and his efforts
played a large role 1nﬂpromot1ng
frlendshlp and understanding be-
tween the Chinese and American
peoples. '

Edgar Snow was born in Miss-
ouri in 1906. He attended the
University of Missouri
Columbia .School of Journalism.

He was a journalist for many
newspapers and magazines, namely
The China Weekly Review, The New
Xgrk Herald Tribune, Saturday “Ev-.

ening Post, Look, and Life.
In 1928 Mr. Snow went to

Shanghal as a freelancer and re-
mained in China for 12 years. He
traveled extensively through
China, Manchuria, Burma, and
India. During his travels, he
interviewed a number of Asia's
leaders, notably Madame Sun Yat-
sen and Mohandas K. Gandhi. As
an eyewitness he reported on the
Northwest famine which lasted 3
years and claimed the lives of

3 million.Chinese. It was also
during this time that he became
the first reporter ever to search
for, discover, and interview
Mao Tse-tung and Chou En-lai in
the famous caves of Yenan. Mr.
Snow's 3 months in Yenan were
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spent recordlng Mao Tse-tung's
1ife as a revolutionary. After
World War ITI, Mr. Snow returned
to the U.S. as a writer and lec-
turer. Since that time, he has
been one of the few correspondents
given permission to travelfreely
between the U.S. and China.

vellow seeds [% #341)

Edgas Snow wrote many books [ -

on China. He gave expert first-
hand accounts of China's devel-

opment in his most well-known

books, "Red Star Over China",
and "The Qther Side of the Riv-
er-Red China Today". Due to

be publlshed by Random House is

his 1ast book,"The Long Egzglu

tlon »

I Make checks or money orders
payable to Yellow Seeds, Inc.

& 1006 winter st.
phila. pa. 19107
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PCDC

its role in
the community

The Philadelphia Chinatown
Development Corporation(PCDC)
was first initiated six years
ago in an effort to get more
housing for Chinatown. The
board of PCDC is comprised of
interested and somewhat com-
mitted people from the great-
er Chinese community. Many
members do not live in China-
town and do not speak Chlnese.
Most are proféssionils or semi-
professionals. Yet in order to
be truly representative of the
Chinese community, it should
include members on its board
which, indeed, have contact
with the majority of the work-

ing people in Chinatown--and
more importantly, are in the
same occupational and income

.group. Unless the working com-
munity supports an organiza-
" tional stand, it will be fruit-
less. This has been proven by
the fact that no housing has
been built in the last 6 years

in Chinatown.
Though the efforts of PCDC in

- trying to deal with City auth-
orities has been sincere, more
initiative and perserverance is
necessary in order to deal effec-
tively with a bureaucratic struc-
ture. The main problems are

lack of staff, expertise, and
money. The community must sup-
port PCDC's actions by partic-
ipating more fully in its work--
i.e., develop a committed inter-
est. and contribute more manpower
or money. On the other hand,
PCDC must feel the responsibility
for engaging people from all
groups who ‘both live and work in
Chinatown--elderly people, recent
immigrants, and established busi-
Not just persons

ness men alike.
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from established organizations

like the Chinese Benevolent Assoc,

On Leong or the churches. More-
over, PCDC must begin to base
actions on knowledge--a thorough
objective data-based study of

community conditions. A basis

for action can rationally only be-

giiin: From Ehis-points RS 8 neon=
profit corporation purportedly
representing the interests of the
entire community, PCDC should be
responsive to the needs and opin-
ions of all groups. It must take
definite stands on urgent issues
in Chinatown, such as housing,
the problems of the elderly, and
the availability of adjacent ur-
ban renewal~land for Chinatown
development wr :

It is no secret that govern-
ment projects are taking more and
more land from, Chlnﬁtown Fuirthe
ermore, land prices! Hwill
rising astronomically w1th|n the
next ten years because of the
proximity of the Market Street
East projectjust southeast of
Chinatown and the attractiveness
of Chinatown land for high tax-

producing commercial
If Chinatown is to remain intact
as a vital community and not as
just a collection of shops and
restaurants, more housing and
community services for the grow-
ing population and increasing
number of immigrants must be
provided. The community and the
City, to be sure, must work to-
gether in order to accomplish
this. However, no community has
ever received favors from the
City without a struggle to prove
its integrity and unitys-its abi-
lity to act and bargain effec-

Lt dSwd..neglect. of .our
obligations to our children, our
families, and our people to ig-
nore or to become resigned to

the inadequacies of the environ-
ment around us. If there is no
unified effort now, in the fu-
ture there will be no Chinatown.
We must support PCDc and, in

turn motivate it to productive
action.  Right now, as 'a com=
munity, we have no other alterna-
tive.
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Onl—y One?

PORNOGRAPHIC BOOK STORE CLOSES
by Mitzie Mackenzie

Do you ever feel that you
only one person and that your
opinion doesn't count? There
was an example in Chinatown
lately of a lot of interested
people doing their part and get-
ting something done. In the
fall of 1969 the whole community .-

are

was upset over the opening of

the pornographic literature
store here in Chinatown. Many
individuals "sounded off" to the
Benevolent Association,Churches,
the District Attorney, CityHall,
the Juvenile Morals Squad, . and
anyone else who might have in-
fluence or authority.

Some were tireless in their ef-
forts and although it took two
years, the bookstore is gone.
Thanks to those, too numerous to
mention but know who they are,
who spoke out against that un-
desirable influence in our com-
munity.
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Yellow Seeds will assist anyone who needs help or

Translgtion--Chinese into English and v.v
Education-~ tutoring, learning English
Employment-- job training, job openings

In areas we have not covered we will also try to
help. Please come at the following times or
make an appointment. We will try to have Saturday
Chinese speaking people on hand at all times.

Vst & —F0E Mt B,
NE W Fhr BN BHL

_ | A k#pdiak april calendar

~ . CHERRY BLOSSUM TOUR to Washington, D.C. Charter bus
' trip from 8:00 AM to 9:30 PM, Call the
B Chinese Christain Center, WA5-0388 for
reservations and information. -

W), Fra0t B IR ASEE

g’%@m% Tl wh-sow
; oy WA-503
Failve ¥

BIKE TOUR - to Fairmount Park, 12:30 PM, meet at
Yellow Seeds, games and a picnic.

BA . SAYEAK, $293 Hik

Philadelphia Chinatown Centennial/ THE NEXT CENTURY,
a community meeting to discuss community
nerda .

Sunday, April 9,from 5 to 8 PM, at the
Chinese Christain Center, 1006 Race St.,

\‘WE‘JLE) 1%7{5( ¥ EJ‘W)( ?@"*‘ TT - — —{E21é ]}@\
W), T I\
o Ve . v}’g%?a:“"r

15 & 16 PHILADELPHIA FOLK FAIR at the Civic Center, food and
cultures of the peoples of the world.

@g‘\’wl )fi"",’\, 9 ]ﬂ?’%’"‘}g % %\ M l/?{/%. N Cn'vh. Cp_ﬂ-rﬂ.k
W BB 0s X AR

I ‘ Jim's Birthday

T4HHhY% e

DANCE at On Leong, with band and refreshments. At 913
Race St. Donabion.

+209. ' wk BT 913 Race St
o i MR 482 VI

DO YOU NEED HELP?

1006 WINTER ST., WAS-3723

information in the following areas: éhég—é;ég $.30230100 10:00-12:90
: : : A Monday Draft Draft
Housing-- vacancies, landlord problems, gas Education Housing
or electric or heat problems ¥ : .
Immigration-- citizenship, legal rights Tuesday Immlgrgtlon Tragslatlon
Social Security-- applicatiqns, payments Education SOC}al Sec.
Medicare-- applications, bills Medicare

Wednesday Immigration Income Tax
Translation Translation

Draft-- counseling Thursday Employment Soc?al Sec.
Income Tax-- questions, filling forms Draf't Medicare
Friday Immigration Housing Housing

Translation Translation Translation

A1l inquiries welcome

(open 12:00-12:00 midnight)

| ) LA K57 Sunday AT inquiries welcome
% ﬁm%"#j}. e (open 12:00-10:00p.m.)

. _ WAS- 3723 |
& ¥t ﬁﬂbﬁxfﬁ}% T A1) & Aol R . o R Bopy 5] G T E 2 LR SV i H L AL AR,
BREE —BITHBESINE e iR 2 20X G L. Pinsh vk . B 690E BB A st BT e,

prasi e BP @k, 3:30 —bi3e brdo—snne g —idees
HAEE — R KB o138 M ENT 40065 680 B — . F4b muwirf, BAGGER,

fAxz e & 10 = . 4 #mrnk, KER WL EOWE,
L — Phywpiiath Kot 8802, iank ek, x5S,
EINGVE— TApp RS G R ENE 4, RN sl g, KER BOH,
Wit — B2 plhg AETWE 2L, 2l 5. Haut Gil Bl 48,  Ewt Ak
TR S IS ST | fas e casgeae s SR
Ne & -~ Tasry 21E : 2I 9, !}ﬁl;ﬁﬁf@?ﬂ (MW 45 i — dfesent)

FILM FESTIVAL

"In the Year ot the Pig"
"People's War"
Cartoons: "The New Football"
and "Felix the Cat"
Friday, March 31, 6:30,9:00, &
11:30 P.M. ,
Fine Arts Auditorium, U. of Penn.
Donations: $1.00 ;

Mrikdii it fegve. PR LE, 938, T Eroxd

Send ads by April20 , for in-
clusion in the May  issue of the
"Yellow Seeds".
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