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The first half of this article, which ap­
peared in the Jan. 15, 1976 edition of the 
People's Tribune, briefly reviewed the his­
tory of the revolution in Hungary from de­
feat in 1919, through the long struggle under 
fascism to the establishment of the People's 
Republic in 1948. Hungarian fascists. H it­
ler's first and most loyal allies, were support­
ed and preserved from destruction by the US 
and Britain at the end of World War 2. Well 
armed and financed schemes of the CIA and 
other imperialist intelligence networks in 
Hungary plotted sabotage, assassination and 
counter-revolution. These "noble efforts for 
freedom" included the plot o f Cardinal Min- 
dszenty and Prince Esterhazy to restore the 
Hapsburg monarchy.

After Stalin's death in 1953,'revisionists 
in Hungary carried out an all around dis­
ruption of the economy, the state and the 
Party. This reached a climax in 1956, with 
the expulsion o f "Stalinists" from leading 
positions in the Party.

In 1952, General Eishenhower, then a 
candidate for President, stated: "The U.S. 
government should use every political, every 
economic, every psychological tactic to see 
that the liberating spirit in the nations con­
quered by communism shall never perish. 
Thus we shall help each captive nation to 
maintain on outward strain against its Mos­
cow bond. The lands closed in behind the 
Iron Curtain w ill seethe with discontent; 
their peoples, not servants docile under a 
Soviet master, but ardent patriots yearning 
to be free again."

This openly announced and never fo r­
saken program for counterrevolution became 
a slogan for action ip Hungary in October, 
1956. The entire network of spies, saboteurs 
and fascist thugs and politicians built up and 
trained since the last days of World War 2 
swung into action in the wake of the dis­
ruption caused by the revisionists.

On the night of October 23, amidst 
student demonstrations, gangs of counter­
revolutionaries instructed by USNA spon­
sored radio stations in Austria and West Ger­
many, moved to occupy key positions such 
as radio stations, newspapers, telephone ex­
changes and armories. That night the Hun­
garian government declared martial law to 
help contain the fascist uprising. A t the same 
time Imre Nagy, an extreme right-wing revis­
ionist who had been jailed, expelled from 
the party and later readmitted, was named 
head of state.

Nagy declared a program of the "realiza­
tion of a Hungarian road corresponding to 
our own national characteristics in the build: 
ing of socialism." The government asked the 
Soviet troops stationed in Hungary as part 
of the Warsaw defense pact to assist in re­
storing order. On October 25, a UPI dispatch 
from Budapest stated, "The rebels were well 
armed. It was this that provided the first in­
dication that an apparently well trained, well 
equipped underground had chosen this 
mounting ferment in Hungary as the mo­
ment to strike against Communist rule."

On October 25, the new General Secre­
tary of the Hungarian Party, Erno Gero, the 
only remaining leader from the Rakosi per­
iod, was forcib ly replaced by Janos Kadar. 
The majority of the Political Bureau were 
people who had been in jail or expelled for 
anti-party activity.

Later that day, thugs set fire to the nat­
ional museum in Budapest; they fired on the 
fire department and individual citizens who 
tried to halt the destruction of the nation's 
heritage. Reactionaries launched an attack 
against the Soviet forces protecting the gov­
ernment buildings in Budapest. The CIA, 
through its "Radio Free Europe" called this 

fighting a "massacre of thousands of in­
nocent children by brutal Soviet tanks" 
when in reality the Soviet forces were ans­
wering organized machine gun fire and the 
total casualties were around 50.

By October 26, the western border with 
Austria had been thrown open and thous­
ands of fascists, waiting for "their tu rn " 
since I945, fled back into the country and 
seized most of the towns in western Hun­
gary. The Hungarian government did not 
take effective measures to control these 

Gfascists who launched a terror campaign

SOUTHERN COLUMNagainst botn communists and Jews, marking 
their houses for assassination squads.

The London Daily Express of October 
31, described an attack upon the Party head­
quarters in Budapest: " [The attackers] have 
strung up every man and woman they found 
inside the building including some good 
[sic] communists and supporters of Prime 
Minister Nagy's rebellion against Moscow- 
. . . These men are hanging from windows, 

from trees, from lamp posts, anywhere you 
can hang men from. The trouble is that or­
dinary citizens are being strung up at the 
same tim e."

On October 27 the Hungarian govern­
ment was reorganized to include represen­
tatives of former bourgeois parties. The 
reins of the Party were handed over to a 
Presidium of six formerly expelled revision­
ists. The government then demanded the 
withdrawal of the Soviet forces. As the. 
Soviet forces withdrew from Budapest 
fascist terror raged in the streets. On 
October 30, the cabinet of Hungary was 
placed in the hands of non-Communists.

The US government announced a grant of 
$20 million to this New Hungarian govern­
ment. Cardinal Mindszenty was released 
from house arrest and Prime Minister Nagy 
stated that his prosecution in I948 was 
"lacking all legal basis." The Cardinal imme- 
dateiy announced the formation of a 
"Christian Democratic" party whose aims in­
cluded the restoration of all'church land and 
the reestablishment of church schools. On 
October 3I the Hungarian A ir Defense Com­
mand demanded the immediate withdrawal 
of all Soviet forces from Hungary and the re­
nouncing of the Warsaw Pact, threatening to 
bomb the Soviet forces if they remained.

On Novemberl, repudiating the Warsaw 
Pact, Nagy declared Hungary neutral and 
requested UN intervention. He renounced 
the goal of socialism. The Hungarian Party 
was totally disrupted, its loyal members un­
der fierce attack by fascist gangs. Janos Ka­
dar dissolved the old party and called for the 
formation of a new "anti-Stalinist" party.

Another new government was formed on 
November 3, even further to the right. Car­
dinal Mindszenty called for the restoration 
of all private property, The fascist reign of 
terror continued to rage throughout the 
country. But finally, on November 4, the 
tide began to turn. The fascists had moved 
too quickly and openly. A government was 
formed by the anti-Nagv forces, which re­
quested Soviet aid to smash the counter­
revolution. The Khruschev gang was forced 
to grant this request by the universal de­
mand of the Soviet people and the entire 
Socialist camp. China declared that she 
would send in troops if the Soviet Union did 
not.

Within two weeks the fighting ended. 
Hungary remained within the socialist camp, 
although controlled by revisionists. The 
threat of direct imperialist intervention was 
eliminated and the reign o f fascist terror 
stopped. In this battle not only the future of 
socialism in Hungary, but the security of the 
entire socialist camp was at stake. The defeat 
of the counter revolution in Hungary was a 
victory for the socialist camp, but a victory 
narrowly won. Only those who today wel­
come the fascist coup in Chile or consider 
South Africa a "democratic" state can call 
the Hungarian counter-revolution in 1956 a 
"fight for freedom."
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That the people of the Negro Nation con­
tinue to believe in democracy, equality and 
fair play despite over a century of living un­
der fascism is proved once again by the 
struggle of working people in rural Pearl Riv­
er County, Mississippi.

Over f if ty  families in Pearl River County, 
including Anglo-Americans, Negroes, Indians 
and Cajuns have come together in a struggle 
to obtain a decent education for their child­
ren. The families are currently circulating pe­
titions to present to the school board.

These families have come together despite 
the fact that their county was the site of a 
Klan rally less than two months ago.

These families came together following a 
series of outrages. Several days after Christ­
mas vacation ended, without any warning 
school officials began suspending high school 
boys because their hair came over the tops 
of their ears. Within two weeks over 100 
boys (about half the school's boys) were sus­
pended. This not only disrupted the educa­
tion of the entire school, but forced many 
working parents to be absent from their 
jobs. When several students tried to: peace­
fu lly protest the suspensions, they too were 
suspended.

Classrooms were kept at 50 degrees this 
winter; students with learning disabilities 
have been expelled from school. One such 
student, despite his desire to learn and his 
talent in art, has been expelled for a reading 
disability (the same as Nelson Rockefeller's), 
and was told he would be arrested if caught 
on the school grounds.

The parents are also fighting, for better 
classes, safe transportation for all children, 
a stop to discrimination against Negroes, 
better sanitation maintained at the school.

50,000 public housing tenants in Detroit 
are preparing for a rent strike to resist recent 
rent increases which threaten to put them at 
a sub-human level of existence. Over the past 
year, the Detroit Housing Commission 
(DHC) has raised the rents more than 100% 
for welfare mothers, unemployed workers, 
disabled workers, senior citizens and social 
security recipients.

This is not the first such strike in Detroit. 
In 1969-70 more than 10,000 tenants in all 
the major projects conducted a 15-month 
strike protesting rent increases. This strike 
forced the resignation of two DHC commis­
sioners and the establishment of the Board 
of Tenants Affairs. Not a single family was 
evicted during the first strike. With this up­
coming strike scheduled for February 1, we 
must analyze the strengths and weaknesses 
of the first strike in order to make this one 
much more effective, and raise the con­
sciousness of the workers during the course 
of the struggle.

PUBLIC HOUSING
The first question we must answer is why 

has the DHC continued to raise the rents 
for public housing when this type of housing 
is supposed to provide safe, decent, inex­
pensive shelter for the poorest and most 
defenseless people in our society? The secret 
lies in the absurd funding system for public 
housing. It goes like this:

A. Rents in public housing are geared to 
income (the more you make the more you 
pay).

B. Federal matching funds are allocated 
to the localities on the basis of how much 
rent is collected from the tenants.

C. Therefore, the poorer the people in 
public housing, the less rent that can be le­
gally charged. The less rent collected, the 
less money the Federal government has to 
match (the less money is available for main­
tenance, repairs and social services).

Consequently, a situation exists where 
local housing authorities are forced to drive 
the poorest people out of public housing so 
that higher rents can be charged and more 
money obtained from the federal govern­
ment. So we see that the rent increases in 
Detroit are designed to drive welfare and 
other aid recipients into the streets in order 
to get more money to run the projects. This 
is blatantly illegal because it is contrary to 
the entire reason for public housing in the 
first place.

This situation perfectly illustrates two 
tactics which the bourgeoisie is using in this 
deepening economic crisis. First, the driv­
ing down of the standard of living of the 
working class and rolling back the gains that

and a school board which responds to the 
concerns of parents.

Teachers and students are joining the 
parents in this struggle despite the very real 
danger of being fired or expelled from 
school for attempting to exercise the basic 
civil right o f petitioning government.

The'class nature of this struggle is clear. 
The workers of Pearl River county are trying 
to get a decent education for their children. 
The school board, made up of bank presi­
dents and the like, is not interested. Neither 
is the PTA, which is controlled by the bank 
presidents or their wives. Neither is the local 
newspaper which is only responsive to the 
needs of the petty capitalists.

The workers of rural Pearl River County 
join the struggle of workers throughout the 
USNA for quality education. The struggle 
here is waged under the most d ifficu lt con­
ditions of fascism. Abuse is heaped upon 
them and their children as trash. The school 
board attempts economic reprisals and split­
ting the families by use of white chauvinism. 
The school board can scare o ff support by 
yelling "outside agitators” and red-baiting.

The families of Pearl River County must 
be prepared fo r a iong battle. They must put 
aside petty squabbles and refuse to fight 
among themselves for the crumbs offered by 
the school board. Rather, they must stick' to ­
gether and put the blame and the burden 
squarely upon the school board. They must 
bravely risk a variety of sanctions, including 
economic and criminal charges by making 
their struggle known, by presenting petitions 
and if necessary, calling for a boycott and 
picketing of school.

Fight for Equal, Quality, Integrated 
Education

the working class has struggled for. Second­
ly, they are furthering the divisions in the 
proletariat by attacking the most exploited, 
oppressed and defenseless workers, especial­
ly the national m inority section of the work­
ing class.

As a result of the mass upsurges of the 
late I960's, Congress passed a law requiring 
that public housing could not charge more 
than 25% of a family's net income fo r rent 
(the Brooke amendment). This law however 
has not been renewed, opening the,door for 
rent increases of more than 100%, regardless 
of income. Locally, the DHC officials are 
telling tenants not to worry because welfare 
w ill pick up the rent increases. However, the 
facts show just the opposite. The maximum 
ADC housing grant in the state of Michigan 
is $II0 per month. Governor Milliken has just 
imposed massive welfare cuts of more than 
$39.6 million already. What is really hap­
pening is that public housing tenants are 
being told to pay their rent w ith their entire 
income and either steal or live on dog food.

LESSONS OF THE I969-70 STRIKE
The first thing we can learn is that no go­

vernmental administration can afford to at­
tempt massive evictions from public housing. 
Secondly, the concentration of tenants in 
public housing combined w ith the already 
existing organizations in the projects provide 
a ripe situation for rapid, mass organizing, 
in this upcoming strike, we must use these 
strengths to our greatest advantage.

Besides the strengths we must also learn 
from the weaknesses of the first strike. The 
struggle was confined to the projects and 
tenants' issues alone. Unity should have been 
fought for between public assistance recip­
ients and private housing tenants. This time 
the slogans must raise the demand for na­
tionalization of welfare^and fu ll employment 
alongside of the demand for no rent in­
creases.

Secoridly, in the first strike no permanent 
organization was built to survive the strike. 
As a result, the Board of Tenant Affairs be: 
came a tool of the DHC and the tenants had 
no effective representation. The situation is 
so desperate for public housing tenants that 
many are refusing to pay rent before the 
strike has started. The task this time w ill be 
to build an organized strike as rapidly as pos­
sible and build an organizational network 
which w ill continue to fight for tenants' 
rights after the strike is over.

ROLLBACK RENTS 
NO WELFARE CUTS 

FULL EMPLOYMENT AT THE EXPENSE 
OF THE M ILITARY BUDGET

DETROIT RENT STRIKE


