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uncnnged are two napers for ﬁreeontation to the 14ta dational
Steering Cormittee and 3enera1 circulation in VVAIURQ,

4ne firgt rayer is a "woridur~ 1aﬁer" by the chanter here in
5t. Louis,after several months of intensive s:uay. delineatin
a tentative position by our charter on the quost£0ﬂs facinn
our orpanization wiCu re"ard to its future. e wvant to er-
phasize tiat tiils ig a workine naser »utting forth fdeas ant
our nractice around vhich we hione to scruﬂvle, srov and clansa,
Ue <o not feel that we liave a "line" or that we are part of =&
tyro=line strurcle., e hone this naner will advapnce our Zis-
cussions of tlLe future of VWV "!“’“ in a scientific and
el o Jrmanner, R

“he second ﬂa“er coucerns the issyes o€ homosexuality and the
role of the uuclesr femily in eapitalist soecietr and it is
written -and nraseuted by 3ill fish, an active mewber of the
st. Louis Chapter. e hone that tlis, too, will add to the
Sehate around that issve in the orranization.

In struecle,

The St. Louis Chanter
VVAL/UISO
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The deltate: now occuring in VVAH/VEO ‘about the future o‘ .
the orsanizatfion iis-a %ood ‘one and a proper-one. Unfortunately,
tils debate nasg been clouded by the recent-influx of (public)
nenbers of the: Pevolutionary Union (RU) in VVAW/ISO and their
desire to puidé us in a direction consiatent with the nited -
Front Arainst Imperialism (UFAL} stratery that DU has adopted.
It was not until the Buffalo :SCii that vembers of the steering |
comuittee beésan indentifying themselves as members of NU.. We
proposs to examine the UFAL in theory and’ in uractice, and the_,
m@Eicucions for this orpanization.. : ) L . L

1. TE GIATD I“'{O'T ACALLST L‘iPEP.IA.I..Ig

Let ua first preface this gection by stat‘nz that despiteL
tha aticnal Office's (H0) disclaimer of the UFAIL as a prerequiss
ite to a vets-GI focus, wa are not convinced by that disclaimer.
First;, it-1s quite clear frorm the first paper. that the adoption .
of a vets and I focus stems directly from the concept of anﬁf
VUSB as & finger in the UFAI fist. Second, the increased presence
and interest of RU im VVAL/11S0 and its aﬂnarcnt eoncern that we
adopt a vets-fiI Xocus ihdicate that that or?ani?ation (RU). con- |
tinues to view us as a part of their UFAL stratepy. Finally, )
the 0 adni’" that they have not abaﬁﬂoned that stratesy them-.’
gelves. (Clarification Paper (CI), np.. C) Let us exanine
bath ﬁa?ers for wvhat tbey said . e m

It is elear from even a cursory rcadinﬂ of the Ted, “apers
(published by DU} that the UFAI is a stratewy for socialist’

revolution,  If YVAUAUISO is to corciously or unconsciousl be- ..

ceme part '0f that trategy, werbelieve that the UFAL must,
erftically amalvzed. Unfortunately, both the California Papers
(Venice nter & California Sub-regional Coordinator--Venice .
and cﬂﬂ‘e, reSpectivelv) did not deal with the stratesy itself
but confined’'themszlved to analyzing the objective conditions. ex-
isting in tha U.5, - While'we agree with both of those:papgrs
trith *evard To“théir analyeis of what the actual conditions are,
ve are disappointed at their uncritical acceptance of ‘the UFAL
stratevy, That leaves the iiC to claim that a UFAIL is s%{1l:in_
its infant.stapes and econditinns are not yet annronriate for the'
formation of an actual organization (althouch this is ultimately
vhat 'they liave in wmind). Thus, at this time, states the i10,. we
need not accent the vets-CI focus (which in our view can have no.
ODJECtiV° purpoae outside of: the LTAL). . : em

e aiso want to preface our remarLs by statinﬂ that.it ia
not. mﬁ.ty ‘cxr the basic idea of unifyinp as nan people as possi-
hle, that ve, object to., To oppcse unity would. ge analagous to -
Dissiﬁ" on the flap, The crux of the UFAL .stratesy is to unite
88 nany people as possible around a minimum. pronram, .- It is the-
history and practice of pushing minifwim Hrosrams -in.a united
front to which we especially ‘object. .The =IO lumps torether
several fin-ams, each one united around-a minime propram, which

verialist even iZ:the demands.themselves are reformist. Sonehdw,
not exactly explamncd Py either RU or 0, ve are expected. to
tura.vers concermed with setting VA cheelis on time into “edi-
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not to clkss conscioumenas;. not to dedicated rewnlutioneries,
but to ceeiitions witti roaailsts in Dosten on the one hand and’
a strouns:resistance alseviiere to dealin~ witn racisn and sexisn
on tie ather,- as maiax diiviajons -treveitine a wifie? tortins
class,  (the Venice .Paper corractly cr:.taqizes the I Paper .
for fai‘l‘.‘,mr to- deal vitu racisn and seyisuiin V\"\'?ﬂ“‘(}). _

-~ . e
e

‘-T’ne sitmtiom i"l Bostonis .a. c'.'.ass:.c emnle. 7l sased. ..
racisn ia’ that ‘sitvaticn as secondary ‘to- the. damanc +'or ...etter
schools whick canitalisi rofuses fo nuovida. 3But. the Jémand,
by wiiites €& e busdney (vhieh- T supports}. is net for be ttc"
schwols (PU s point of unity) but- for v'liter schools,. Tae
Blacl: j:sople are- demanding f:et;er education and.they Lmdnrsl:anrl
only too vreli that money gets spent on schools with white chil-’
dren in.them, =2H's attempt to unify with those putting forth

racist deuands seens to lead avay from wmity witl, Third torld
., people havinr a pational eoqsciousnees. Yorse,. any snity:
{ansuning it coul? be achieved) aroun: L:.-i_:&. *ould ro. no .
furthier, as the divisions.of thosa infouth Zoston ere’ uuch )
greater than any . aunerﬁici,a' uniz; 7 that: right be. ac‘iu.ﬂve arox.m‘.i
the issue ol busi‘a* S e T T
R I I T . I .
R "'he Ry 1ee1'1‘!\‘1 assur*es uithour. ‘iust‘ f".catim m ‘hur, viow,
that ‘revolutionary. ccnsciousness can be vulln frér.finxitins .ya‘.;at
are cssentially reforn hattles. Ye believe that, only’ oY .
speci"icalw huilding vorking olass consciousnesss Ly ceveIo“ind
a 'world wiew'; and by inmvolving curselves dn those strwcles Lhat
furtherthat consciousnhess will we be atle to fulfil) tha need. for
a revolutionary force vhen the epportunit y for revolution is
greatest, This is the onvosite. of vhat the 40 proposes. . In
theiv ‘aririnal peper (p. 15) one finds this cuote: "It 'is the
very ‘naturz.of a 0ass orcanization that there -be widely Jdiversent
‘political outlocks. . Is-does.-not have the political unity to
acliteve a complaobe world view. nor should itc." ,‘.(z.mhasi.s _
“supplied), "Ue believe that we.should he constantly fushing for
a ‘worid view', -Fhat kind of oreanization, what kitid of revo-
‘Tutionary orﬁanization, would ve be if that vere not one. of ouy
aeals? Certainly as.a mass.orranization it should not be a .
reuu:.te-.....-xt to Le 2 part of the orranirzation or to worl en Lts®
programs, but to ruls-out the ﬂosszbility of havins a '@orld
view' léads. novliere, much less to a revoluti.onary clas:s con=

sciousness.: The achieverent of such a "world vrv:z uill not core
“‘ii“'ﬁ- by osmosis. but only if ve,want it a,vz,,; then uor;\ to gccon-
bt -1 :

e 'b""ﬂI assur.es tlxat tne un" ty of r'fnimm '::o"rar'.s vl

be stron*er than the diver*ensceq beteen the ptouw« iim:t‘li;edl"

vhen the tima comes to challenre state pover. wne history of the
various’ coal’i!:ionu buile-in the UZ and. the nroven abiifity of the
L xeling clacs £o copnt anid destroy thaza. coa‘itiona leads us - 7
to the onf-os:.to caarlusion: tha d"verrences wi,... be creater than
themity, A Turther cuestion arises from RU's assumption that
the UFAY will be,> anc is beinr, ilead ULy the woridan clase- ona
is forced to wonder, as’ the:Venice Chpiter and Snaliats parex .
Jid, about whio:the ell they kave in '3111? at this time.” fHLh |
orpanized labor hawing orranizcd only . T57% of the vorling force”
and ‘with orranized labor itself beinr alrost unifornly class~""
-."collaboralziom.sl:.‘-tar.cal: leadershi=, what, unity, what qr“a‘aizaticns
of the wcn PETEN rlass are t:ne" ta;::m" auout'z Is it nossib!c
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shat  they aze talliirr sbou: ?L? ﬁr‘whatever nane PU as a “arty
nzlls 1tsel;? . 'H

' : rinalﬂy. we believa that a stratezy derived froo anti- -
' 1mperialiat military struggles in China and Viet-iizr and fron-a
¥030 stratepy: to nrotect the Soviet linion vrior to Werld *lar IT
is not an apnropriate strateny siven the cbiective conditions in
the US today. Irideed, examining these exawples cleerly dis-
. tinguishes thenm from present conditions in our country, The
s Imited Front in Burope (rre World Yar II) (the Poaular Tront)
’ vag a stratesy, not of revo"ution but one of defensc of the
Soviet “nion primarily, and as a defense arainst the rise of.
[ facisnm in the Europesan countries. Thus, comrunicte were bound
: by the needs.of the Soviet Union. They specifically refrained -
G from raising communiset, ox even socialist, ‘Hemands (daspite -
C T parlaimentary succedses and widespread reforms) for fear of
: —alicnating canitalist powers with which the Soviet Union was ate
P tempting to ally itself apainst the Mermen thrzat to the West.
Tw The ?opular Frout o overnwent in rtance was destroyed when it
B failed to actively supnort the worker's government in Spaln
o and vhen the Popular Front jovernment was unable to prevent. grow
o ing inflation. - Throushout Eurcme the Ponular Pront. emphasized -
" minimum demands and, the Jfacist threat, ' The Fonular Front.
in Spain was erxushed by fdcist incervention aud Soviet-nuraes.
chept for a Lrief period in €pain, these “United Fron ts"
deliberately refrained fron prassinr demands that could lead. to
socialist transformation of society, One by one they lost the
support aud wnity vhich had, riven then the shility to wﬂwe 8nd
vin parlafmentary and other reforn scrua#les. R
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The United Front in China and Viht-ﬂﬂq were completely -
‘e different. . There the Chiness were facez.d with an imperialist
i qoccupyin @ouer. A broad bage of peonle were wnited, not
C arouni a pro~rasn for socialigm,. Lut rather a nilitary strurgle-
to defeat Japanese . Imﬂerialism. in a country 6% peasant, the
Chinere commumiste were calling for "new Pemocracy", includiue.
the promise of land reform. In Viet-iian, the situation is: -
quite sinilar: a foreign aperessor, a history of cultural
nationalism and a neasant ﬂonulat1on demanding land reform.
Successful revolutions can and have bLeen built frow'a united .
front approach applied to ‘these conditions., 3ut cerl:ainly no ..
one would surgest that the overall conditions in the US are even
remotely simila In this country, ivperialism means the system
of mnnonoly capita;isn, not a {oreign occuﬂyiag force, .-

cras In uumary, we do not share the conviction of the O and
I‘U thet, tha United Front with minimum demands 1s an-arpropriate
-strategy-‘or the US.. We believe that it's continual emphasis =
on wity, unity, uaity legds to consideration of issues of race’
and sex as “becondary” and somethiﬂa presunably. to be dealt with
after the rewolution, The lachk of emplhasis on these aspects in
tho profranm the [i0 lays out further demonstrates that the
_ stratcyy of a vets-fiI focus rakes sense otily if seen in the
_context of a United Front. If the United Front does not malie
%ensei neither doee a vets-QL focus that 'loaically' £lows -
rom it, )
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rcAzatdpn, It appears that these napers would cnntinue the ceneral
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| The siumlistic way the 10 "clarifies" what it Tieans ]-y
'f'ocua *‘mt:erns of analc=ies of ducks and bears is insultins and °
paterni’tic, We fylly asree with Snale's coments and analysis
re"ardinsz the privary contradictions facing vets, Uz a~ree with
totl Bnake's Paper atd the T ﬂ“aice Chapter’ FPapar with revard to |
the effoot of t..e. ado':tion of a8 vets aul O focus on the orran- X
ization, - - o ) ' L
I . € > . .
Ve -;vrce wi"’ﬂ those -aa-)ers thaz oc"ective"v lool ino at
the cond...l.io-xs in the US todny, a united front does not exisl:, .
except by using the nost tortured lopde, Certainly, there are
Dany seople rebell.inf' against oppressive conditions. Dut to-
tramsforu this isolated and, penerally, snontaneous resistaucs
inte an objective united freoat (even a b:'.f,y one),’ esnecial;.?
one againf‘t i"ner" al- sm, is wi.esl*ful todnking . |
o He also anree most part cularlv vith, Sna‘!'.e & e2nalysis
. of thsg nrrnary-.seconuarv contradictions onpressing veterans.
In St. Loui is, we cannot think cf one veteran wio has ever
“joiried our chapter because he or.she was opnressed by Bein~ a -
vetéran, in the.most accepted-seuse, Most. of tae veterans
have done so tecausé t‘wv were: ~anti~vay, Thcse yho ’w.ve Té-

Somiiliom exolieit in thelr emperience.,  They see Wz\"f"‘"'}
as & ven"cle’nor utilizin~ that exnerience to;fiﬂlt immerialism,
te evnose it 4 ever; ‘turn an? to crranize othiers to fipht it.
One way e do this is by showinr that Viet-lam was not a “istake
(contrary to a rimor-YVAT had 8. lot to do with spreadine).
Tle exe able to show that today's fadinn economy is it:meriaa.isn 8
chicz.ens coninﬂ home to roost, .
"?nlall , e affree that ‘the result of the vets-nI focus .
. would be to drive out half pf the orpanization, articu"arl_,r those
nepbers vio struarle with us daily on issgues of sexism and vet-~.
e¥ax chauvinism., (Ve do not porceive mich strur:;*Ie on the issue
of racism in VWAN/USO, waich is not surprisin~ for a nearly all-
vhite organization.) This is definitely true iu 5t. Louis,
For thase reasons, *¢.urre our trothers and’ sisters to carefully
exanine thicir owm cliapters, compzre then with vhat the UC stateb
aiready exists, cormare l:"'le"r cxperience, and 1eject a vets aﬂd
&1 focus, i o !.: N . .
: Y L © :
II%[. py i FUTUR; OI‘ VVAWUSO e TR L
U One of tae things lachine in the Cal:lfornia naners is a
safficisnt statement on their views on the future of the orean-

ani.i-uaperia&is“stanc& of . the.oreanization yhile talins ad-’
- varitase of our veteran I base to work with issues in waich

that’ base still gives us a basic crefibility, Uith t.e addition
of some thourhts on the.context of our &I wcrﬁ, ‘discussed hﬂlmr.
we basically arree with that focus. 3Jut bef fore *oine further,

we want to emphasize what we mean by base and foens, - The

issues we outline. below, which alreadv cormose‘ mast or all of our
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pr«aent ‘work take alvantare. of . our baae bt do not necessarily
apyeal. Urimarﬁlw'to vetaexans, Thus, thé question scems to
vresent itself pﬁsa- as to whether one is interested in what is

. being s2id or to'waom it is beiug said. The order these issues

- are ﬁiscussed ‘does not indicate M-i.::u.'i.t:?, excent that e would .
1ile to adi that we nlace very hiph nriority on I orranizine .
wen it is doue in ‘the contes it discusseﬁ at the end of this ﬁaﬁer.

Y

Ve believe that our work around armesty and Inﬁochina are
important strupeles in the overall bartle azainst inmperialisn,
o The former atterpits to ié~itimize the riplt of people to resist
ﬁf imperialist wars and the latter attempts to suonort the defeat
o o8 -imperialism in ite ravest form in Indochina. e are aiven.
; special ereTibility on both these issues tecause of our.veterans
: base. -Ammesty is rezarded as a "slap in'the Fnce" to veterans.
ol - Te can destrov that myth. ‘Ye can coitinue to 'shine a limht
v in the ugly face of imperizlism' (vhichis what ¥I's are all
about), as ve have so successfully in:the nast, by deﬂoﬁst'atinﬂ
.the criminal naturz of the war. ‘le éan Jdemoustrate what we have
learned- (and how we Have laarmed it) #n? show thet Viet-iam
wag not.a-rdistake to be corrected b ut a deliberate innarialist
venture and tlie natural consequence of iz capitalist econeny.
There is Lremd sentiment aﬂainst our invoivenent in "‘et-lan.w
. tthile the igssue of armesty “is alive ve can strycture that sent-
ipeut ;hto an anti- imuerialist sentimcut.
-
R Uh'kdﬁ and should suprort the struﬂoles of uorkors as the
econony inewitably demands ‘more’ from tham. : Our study and .,
onr orranizing experience and our veteran experiencc can heln
show.that econonic conditions today are dircctlv lzng 1 to-
imporialism (especially in Indochina}, - S e
While we are inclined to believe that a successful -
.comhination of politics, expertize an< financial sumport has
~. " not yet < evelo*ei to measure the value of its worly, we have
&awelopod sexious reservations In that resard, Our experiencn
indicates that any honest attempt to unrrade discharces takes
ary inordinate anount of work and financial supmort in relation
to: the munbers of neople rotentiallv affectad, Ve still believe
3 the discharre svstem affords an ideal exarple of the class nature
' of’ tiie nilitary -svsten and the use of the mumitive Zischarre
to- lieep viorling class neople oniressed and divides, lovever,
in the context of millions of veterans and even more miliions of
uor“ers wvhetlier we sihould drain our rasources so severelr to
reach a few thousand (vlho may or may not be reecruited as a
result) ig, in our view an open qunstion. In addicion, our
exserience in the vast half a year is that additional mumbers
- of lesc tnan'ﬁonorably discharped vets are szehin~ uprrades in
order to get bacl: into the service because of economic hard-
sair on tlis outside. The lHlitary Law Prolect has kad recruiters
callin« in rush orders so they can meet their quota.

There fis no avastion in our nin? about CIL oroaniainq.
e should be doing I oreanizing on all lavels: active duty,
reservists and Hational Zuard. This orranizine should rot be
£Lone around braad slosans (as 40 and QU wropose) but rather
arouq‘ issues videl will raiue the class consciousnesg of thosge:

et e NN e -
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That the military is the armed arotecter
of the state is well understood, - But who controls, the state?
The class nature of tas state nust bé emphagized, "Thus,. raue“
iohs aoaunst the eristin- order such as the ghetto’ tiots, - the.
strilke of incdenendent truclers, threaten the jnterests of the
provertied classes and, their intercsts. alone. £nd what" cleaxer
. &xarple of irperialist:war than Indochina? Oojectively, e -
other class but the espitalists could ~ain economic or political’
benefitg frou t&e sub]uﬂatiOﬁ of. that erea of the world

withih, the nflitaty,

l?e need :to raisc class consciousness 80 tnat ‘the ruling
class may not count on its army to. fisht wars of irmerialism;
g0 that it ¢y not count on its arny ‘to crush strikes #nd e
grotect scabs; and ultimately so.that it will identifv tith its’
ownr cless, tiue'workine class; wion that class inovitaSI; raiéhs*f'“
questicns of statz roner.;ﬂmhis vork should be done wifh a -7 f
(working class) nersnective. e should be done 17 uil ity
uith. not in opvosition to, the rest of the CI movement,’
-Irlehould be dong anonn active: futy G1's, réservists, and Jaticnal
Cuard, Ve are well equipped to do the .worl because of our vetaf~
an and €I base an! because-our. level of rolitical understaniine-
and exserience has made us qware of the immortance of the arnga:’
forees to the continued: surviva; of the rulin" class and ca“- :
italist oppressions: : ) : . . . :

Becausc of the 1nuortance which we attac&‘:o this issue
HZscbers of our chanter-who have Leen doins AL ‘orpanizinn for
several years have prepared a- more. detailed ana]“sis and vro-
arvan far CI orcanizims within VVAT/I00, and theo: CI noverant - 7
in srnexral, vhich we hore will add to the tone and level of i
politiea} discussion in our, orﬂanization tolay ' “e urre‘VOu to
- Yead ;t and d scuss at. :




