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BLACK LISZAATION IN »S£45ICA

Black veonle have throughout thair 350 year
history in Wor: Amerlc2a been an oppressed people.
Because of fthe:, uinigue historical developaent
they are today the nost advanced section in the
anti-imperialist struzzle here in thls country.

1. SHORT HISTCRY

Portuzzsl was the first Burepean country to
begin plundering Africa for slaves and by the
16th century thr vest of the colonisl powesrs
{England, Spain, thi iletheriande) had joined in.
In the Rorth Auericon colomics, once the white
settlers had pushaed bock and subdued the nalive
population, they turaad to the slave trade to get
the workforce for thelr newly aguired lands and
plantations. '

Slavery provided one stimulas for the dava
elopnent of capitaiism in ilurope and created the
conditionz for independant industrial devalopmant
in Horth fusrice, The slaves produced tobacco,
cotton, Aand other zoods prizarily for the Burosean
martet and only sccondarily for the nerthern
manufacturzrs, Duraing this pexiod of repid
indusstrialization there wasino demend for black
labkor cutgcide of slavery. 4fter the invention
of the cotton zin inl793, cotton bzcame the single’
most important influenc: on the expansion of the
econony. D3y 1859, cotton secounted for 604 of 2ll
U.S. exports. Host #1 of tiae crtton want to the
textlile mills in Manchester, England and 3ritish
manufactured soods were shippsd to the southern
planters in return. The effect of mercantile
capitalism {based on trade rather than industry)

was to seperate the south fron the natlonal market.

The northern industrialists realized that if they
were to have control over the coltton production

and the whole national market, they were going to
have to smash the power of the southern planters.

Once capitalism had reached a certain stage
in the U.S., slavery wa2s no longer useful to the
buginesswen and it was becoming a hinderznce to
further industrial development, The emerging

elite, J.P.forgan, Rockerfeller, Flsk, James Fellon

and the like were icling to open the south to

trade and investment. 3ut their edvance was blocked by
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the southern slavocrzey, the planters. It was
becoming ovwvious that the two soclel systeus--
SLAVARY wwonde-C - iallsv~-wwere in confllct. The
antagohismne can: Lo & nead with the Civi) dar.

In 1361, Harx spoke of the revolutionary aspect
of that war and nointed out that,"the two systeus
can ho longer live peacefully sideaby-side on tThe
North Arerlican contiaent. It can only end by the
victory of one system or the sther.?

Black peosle resisted bondaze right from the
start., Fore than 250 revellions znd insurvectlons
have been docusented from tae coloni:zl period
onward. The Cherokec Couaty Encqulirer in Texas
reported thinge this way in 1857," Servile insur-
rections sezn to be the order of the day in {his
state." When the Civil #ar broiiz out dlack peonle .
recogmiced the resvolutionary potaantial of the
struzgle and took up aras. No less than 186,000
black peosvle fouxht with the Union aray durning the
wvar., and desplte the effories to dividz up the
races, the former slaves and {reednmen fought
side-by-zide with wnlte workers to protect tne
Union and brinzg an end to the oppressive conditions
of slavery.. It should z2lso be recalled that the
nomentous struczle was not without international
support. The English worzing class actively
blocked Englands enbry into the war on the side
of the Confederacy. Worker's meetings concerning
the Americen Civil dar took vlace all over England
in 1362. 4t one such neeting at lisnchester cone
6000 worikers nassed a resolution urziang Lincdln
to end slavery innzdlately. The British ruling
class did everything possidle to convince tne
wirkers tnat victory for the Confederacy wuuld
mean more Jjobs and more prosperity. Yet, even
though the conflict meant hard times for the
workers who denended uopon the shlsment of cotton,
they refuszd to be fooled by the 3ritish ruling c¢lacss.

The Civil ar ended with victory for the
northern industrialists and capitalism., Slavery as
a system was abolished., 3ut, the military and moral
defeat of the plantation ouners was not sufficlent
to insure an end to ti.e opvoression of black people,
Initislly, tnouzh, in the period of Heconstruction,
the northern businessmen agreed that black people
shoull be ziven the vote, 3Sut they iznorzd the
denands of blacks in the south that the planta-
tions be selized and the land destributed to blacks
and poor whites. This gave the cotton planters
{ the former slaveholders}, tine to fight back.

.
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Alunost immediately, they begzn to divide blacks
agalust whites., Fredericlk Douglzss spoke of

this in a debate with President Johnson, “The ,
hostility betwesn the whites and blaciks ls easily
exnlalned., It hos its roof and sap in the rela~
tion of slavary and was lncited on both gides

by the cunning of the slavemasiters., These masters
secured thelr ascendancy over the poor whites

and blacts by putting ennity vetween them, They

~divide both to conquer eacn..."

Federal troons were stationed in the south
dupaing reeonstruevicn to ensure that the new
cGolal oxder wog sot up,. and that black peonle
woro pranbted winilusl democratic rights such as
educotion and the vote. One of the authors of the
Comaunist iHanifesto, recognized the class forces
overating durning the period, predicted in 1862
that tThe nortinern businessman would nake 2 denl
with their Tornmer enenmles, the planters, to halt
the prugress of black people and keep them onpressed
as peasants., So after yoars of strugzle and
proaress, the iIndustrialists sought to stadblize
the conditions in the souin, at the expenssz of the
blacke and »noor whites., To &ccomplish this they .
agreed to let the former slaveholders run things
in the south. With the army gone, the planter
Intensified their campalizn of hatec and terror
against blacx people.

The Industriaclists of the south were beginning.

in the 1880%s, but the demand was almost exclu-~
sively for white peovle. Black peonle were forced
fo work on faerzs, aany as sharecropoers. The few
industrizl jobs which were open to blacks; coal
mining, rzilroading, z2nd lumbering; were located
in the rural areas. In the north, at thr turn

of thz century, the cconony was expandling so
repidly it was nscessary to import 15 million
europeans to f1l1l the Jobs. Here, as in the south,
black people were snut out of all but the most
nenlal jobs. :
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Wlth the onset of World #ar 1, immlgration
from Eyrope stopped. The industrialists had but
one source lelt-~the black lebor reserve, in the
southern countryside., ‘This demand for black
lzbor resulted in mass aigrations out of the rural
sounth and 2 dispersal faroughout the urban north
In 1915, The nigration and the new type of en~
ploynznt transformed the class positlion of bdlack
people from PEaBANT Lo ¥O3{43. New industries,
such as a2uto, stecl, and meat-daciing, onened up
to blacks for the first time. With Horld War 2
the demand for black labor was rapidly accelerzted,
Now more and more peonls fled the countryside
and meved to the ciiies, with the majorlty moving .
northward.

After the defent of Reconstructlon, *the
black nation was consolodated &s & geml-fusdal,
semi~colonial nation,.surrounded by tihie doaminant
white natlon. Again, zt that tiume nost biacix.
people were in the countryecide working as share~
croopera, but when the econonmy changed, Llzack
lzbor wa2s needed, Tne migration from thr raral
.arens into the urban, from the south to the north,
azaln, changed the class positlion of black people
Trom veasant to woriker. At the end of 1929,
after the Tirst wave of migration, four-rirths
of the black population 1lived in the south, After
W.¥.2 nearly half the blacik population of the
U.S. wes dispersed outside the south, mostly in
urban g¢ or metropolitan areas,

IZ. PRESEINT SITUATION

Since W.¥W.2, the trend toward urbanizstion
and proletarizsnization of the black nation has
continued. Today we find larze concentrations
of blacxs in the baslic industries; auto, stesel,
mining, e te.. HWatching the shifts change at
A.0. Spith or Americsan iiotors is enousgh to prove
this, In addition, black women mzXe up a highsr
percentage of the Temale woriforce than any other
group. {percentage employed, not total nunbers)

However, tne sz2ying,"last hired, first fired"
still accuratzly describes the situation of black
workers., In 1950 thne official unenplolrent rate
for whites was 4.94, while 1t was listed as 9.0%
for blacks. In 1970 the rate for whites was
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listed as 4.57 and 8.2 for blacks. Because of
figure jussling by the government, these figures are
really a very low estimztion., Today the position
of black workers (especlally with the growing
economic erisis) is much less securs than even
the already inscecure position of white workers.
Since blacks are concentrated in the unsikilled
Jobs, their lilvelyhoods are very much in danger.

This brings up the two aspects of blacx
strugzle in America. On the one hand, since black
peonls are essentially workers, their strugigles
are intertwined with the sirugzles of whlies
and 311 other workers. On thz other hand, since
blacxs fora a special Torz of oppression both on
and off tihe Jjob, Thelr strugiles also have a
national chearaclber. .

o * the evil systes of colonialisn
and imperialisa arosse and throve with !
the easlavenent of Hegroes end the trade
in dYegroes, and 1t will surely cone to
1ts end with the coanlete enancipation
of the black people." '
(
-r--ll20 Tse~Tung'
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WHAT IS® A4 gaATIon?

A nation is vrizarily a comwunity, o definite stable

conmunlty of neople. It is not racisl or trikal, butb
is & historically constituted comuunity of pcople

A natlon ls a cosmupity of langusce, the entire
nation speads & comaon TENEuaGe .

A nation is a gommnnily of territory, menifested
through an internal econoule bond winlen :nlds the
various parts of a nation into a single whole,

A nation is a co-m nity of econonic life.

A nation is a comrmunily of nquhOT’”iCQI'““' C-UD

vhich manifests itseli in a comnunxty of culeure.
*

"It nust be emphasized that none of the above
cheracteristics is by itselfl sufficie nt 774 to define
a nation. On the other hand, it is sulficlent for
a eingle cne of these charscteristics to be absent
end tihe nation cesses to be % ration,~~3%talin




