STREVGTHEN THE' CCRE, ' BRCADEN THE FRONT.

VVAY must take the lead in building a mass vets' movement

Sinee our last meeting in Chicago, the Vietnamese people have won a tremendous °
vietory., Of course, the US has not given up its murderous actions. At this very
momer;t politieal priseners are being murdered by the Thieu clique and the bombing
of f‘ambodia eontinues. But the signing of the 9-Point Accords means a new level of "~
struggle whieh 1s “much more favorable to the Vietnamese and all the people of the
world, It marks a new stage in the inevitable defeat of imperialism.

i “le should take a moment to see the significance of the US degeat, and to taste
our vietory, because we had a part in it too. Along with the heroic Vietnamese
\;eople, the adtrwar movement, draft resisters and above all the refusal of GIs to
fight an imperialist war helped disorganize the imperialist forces and bring the
war to an end. e see from this victory how we will win in the end - by attacking
imperialism éimultaneously on all fronts, from the outside and the inside,

Hete at home, the signing of the Accords has not felt much like victory. The
r-ascn is because imperialism never admits defeat, because the 1ncreasing contra~
dlctx»ons of the US on a world scale are driving it into a corner where the woun=
ded pirg is lashing out more and more violently at us inside the US. 3illions of
déllaﬁs were poured into a losing effort in Vietnam - the result has beén inflation,
‘wage eentrols. The other imperialist powers such as Germany and Japan have been
quick to see US corporations 1losing-their grip and grab up world markets - the”

“result has been a loss of competitiveness of US business, depres:'ion, unemploy-
ment. Other countries, recognizing the fatal weakness of the US, have been in-
creaslngly resisting imperialist investment and control o for exemple Chile and
the oil-producing countries. The ccrporations' nrof:.ts and the].r world posu:mn are
threatened and the result is that they are forced to try and make it up by in~
ereased ripoffs of the working peorie at home. Through speed-up, wage freezé,
welfa:c/workfare, cutbacks in all services, even greater oppression of 3rd world
groups and uor;\en.

Ye don't have to look far to see the results of this attack - at least:‘half a
million vets unemployed, because there are no jobs, because the ..cmy doesn't pro-
vide ttaining, because vets® progr:ms are being cut back. This i; especially true
for 3rd world vets. 2ad discharges - many of which were gotten for resisting the

_ Army and the war - are keeping many’ from getting VA and unemployient benefits and

medical care. Those who are in schccl are being denied payment o! tuition which
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was guaranteed under the GI 3ill after “orld Yar II And we all have to deal with

the red tape and be treated like shit.by the VA, Thxs agam is especially true:for-

3rd world vets. But where there is oppression there is resistance and the-crisis ...
within the US is showing more and more people that it is the system of imperialism
which is causmg their suffering., - ...-

le ¥now what problems vets have, .and.it is by dealmp m.th them that we- [ET N

reach significant numbers of veterans, build VVA and make a contribution to the

strugglés of all peonles againse: imperialism. 'e have to see that imperialism is - e e

one system. ‘As Ho Chi Minh ‘gaid; it-is a .two-headed monster which- sucks *the “blood

of the colonialized peoples and“at the .same tlme the workmg people of ehe impéria

ist countnes. “le want“to cut off both. its heads, and that means ‘getting deen-to- . :
organizing the workmg people: of the US. to be part of the worldwide struggle agamst

imperialism,

"That does this mean for VVA‘J" Veterans are a powerful fm:ce agalnst dmperialism, . .

because vets have experienced the true-nature of 1mper1ahsm in S.E.Asia and at

other outposts all around the world. Host come from working class and .lower petty .
bourgeoisie and are hit especially hard by the crisis - because of beiﬁg young,. . ..
becaus»g many - are 3rd world, because we had to do tiime in the’military and come, home

X

to no jobs, with no training or benefits to make up for lost ‘time. These veteransg,_ .
represent a ootén;ially powerful force against im};eriéiism. And VVAT-is the _ur‘nly‘,,
orgainzation that can lead them in the fight agai.nst"imperial‘ism and for their
day-to-day demande. Because VVA'! isthe only vetei"ané' organization—that- hadlei:n:t

sistently fought against the war and the only organization with a name -among ,véts.._}
“le car. win other vets to the struggle by showing them now that we are also.the
strongest fighters for their immedi:te interests.‘The key to building-a mass move-~
ment &nd a mass anti-imperialist organization of vets ‘is-support for day-to-day . _
economic and democratic demands. If we in V_VA" don't deal with vets' problems it .
will ke a rea;l loss. Many vets will be left to government frort groups like- the:
American 'L>egion or other” vets' grours which try to use the vets' issues ggr their;
own narrow organizational purposes - see ASU. S . T :_
Some people say that it is opposed to antl-mperlall.sm if we ovganize around- :
econonic demands of vets. On the contrary, winning victories in this. area is essen—
tial for strengthening the people's movement and weakening imperialism.- L).k'e the ™
trade union struggles of the workingy class, fighting around economic demands of
vetersns will never be enough by it:elf to make a revolution. Byt it is essential
in rezching masses of vets, and if we don't see oul: work in isolation but as part
of a tnited front, then.it too will be a "school for révolution™, Out of the
day-tc-day struggzles of the masses ‘e will build a real mass movement, deeper and
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stronger that the anti-war movement, just as the crisis of imperialism gets
deeper and broader with every day. 5

Some people are afraid that bring an organization of veterans we will be dividing
the movement. In fact, by organizing masses of vets we will be making a contribu=
tion that no one else can make. A real anti-imperialist mass movement of vets
will te a strong force to support the people's struggles on all fronts. It can be’
a spark to inspire them and a valuable ally. If we don't do this, if we become
a "linter Soldier Organj.zation“, then we will be dispersing the vets' issues and
drooping them from being fighting issues and a fighting movement. It won't broaden
our organization, it will kill it, and we will fall apart like the Peace and Free=
dom Party because we won.'t “bg relating to anybody's problems in a real way.

It is trus that some of: the ways vets' demands have been put forward in the past
have had the effect of divisiveness = treating veterans as an’interest group”.
Rut this will'not be true if we organize vets as part of the united front against
imperialism. "Te have an exémple of this in the veterans' movement of the Thietied.
"Then twenty-five thousand vets marched on "Tashington in 1932 to demand i)ayment of
the "bonus™ which Congress had promised but refused to pay out, “the Trotzkyite
wreckers and the Socialist Party, which was playing the same sellout role the CP
plays today, refused to support them, saying it would divide the working class.
The "Torkers' Ex-Servicemen's League, under the then revolutionary leadership of
the C?, did support,organize and lead them. This was not only an inspiration to
other segments of the movement - by building and strengthening the vets' mass
struggle the C® activists were able to raise the demand for unemployment insurance
and scocial security, which meant concrete support for the struggles of the unem—
ployed and the entire working class. This is concrete solidarity, it is an example
of what can be achieved by linking vp vets' struggles with the anti-imperialist
movemeat as a whole.

"That we need is the same kind fo fighting movement now. The masses of vets are
ready for it, but it has to be real. '’e need to start now to organize thousands
of vets who have never had an opportunity to redate to VVA! before. Each chapter
should.act on its own to find the most effective ways to reach these brothers and
build local struggles. On the basis of these struggles we can plan for a national
action of veterans in "lashington, which will not ne an end in itself but consoli-
date the results of our day-to-day work, show strehgth, and move the movement for-
ward.

Some of the demands we will raise could be:

JC2S FCR ALL VETS
E™D BAP DISCHARGES



FAYE THE VA SERVE VETERAMS

Other demands should include:
ED SUPPORT FCR THIEU, II'PLELENT THE ACCCRDS
ALL U3 FCRCES OUT CF S.E. ASIA :

"le must take these demands and relate them to the whole system of imperialism,
both in out iiterature and by joint actions with other groups = like our work with
the United Farm "orkers on the West Coast. In formulating our demands we should
give special attention to supporting the struggles of 3rd world vets, Above all,
we must concentrate on building the struggle for the day-to-day needs of veterand
and strengthening the mass movement. If we are successful, not only the mass move-=
ment, but VVA! as an organization will be immensely strengthened. Or in the
words of Ho Chi l’inh, "The stronger the core, the broader the front% 3uild VVAY,

build the mass veterans' movement!
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