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regardless of their past political history, 
into a single struggle against the Soviet
backed Vietnamese aggression. He told 
Kamm that if such a united front strug
gle were successful in ousting the a,g
gressors, the future government in Kam
puchea would be up to the people to 
decide. According to Kamm, Sary "did 
not rule out the possibility that ]?rince 
Norodom Sihanouk, the former head of 
state, might assume leadership of such an 
anti-Vietnamese front." 

"Frankly," Sary was quoted as saying, 
"we consider Sihanouk a patriotic per
sonality." This is in spite of the fact that 
Sihanouk has made quite a few bitter 

· remarks about the Pol Pot forces re
cently, and for the time being, has re
fused to cooperate with them since his
January appearance at the United Na
tions as a representative of Democratic
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out that it is in Thailand's own interest to 
oppose Vietnam's efforts to dominate 
Indochina and Southeast Asia. 

Sary also commented on the contro
versial "human rights" issue, noting that 
some of the atrocities which were alleged 
to have taken place in Kampuchea over 
the last four years were actually the work 
of Vietnamese agents. Local authorities 
had also committed some excesses, he 
told Kamm, but the charge that the Pol 
Pot government has· massacred large 
numbers of people was groundless. 

Ieng Sary told Kamm that Kampu
chean guerrillas are currently able to 
attack the Vietnamese in places all over 
the country. At the same time, he ac
knowledged some of the problems faced 
by the resistance, including the food 
problem. According to the Times ac
count, Sary sai'd that "even at their 
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At a recent meeting of the Karrtpu
chean Council of Ministers, held some
where in territory still controlled by the 
Pol Pot forces, the food problem was also 
discussed. It was decideq to launch a pro
duction drive among the guerrilla troops 
and the people, and take other measures 
to solve the short supply of food. 

Although Vietnamese forces have in
flicted heavy damage on Kampuchea in 
the most recent fighting, the fact that Ieng 
Sary can travel freely in and out of the 
country, and that the Council of Minis
ters could hold a full session, shows that 
the resistance forces still hold real power 
inside the country. The forging of a single 
unified resistance front encompassing all 
patriotic Kampucheans would be a major 
step forward and could alter the situation 
in the fighting 'significantly. 

Pope's visit stirs Polish struggle 
More than half a million Poles gathered June 3 in a pasture in 

the town of Gebarzewo, where Poland's 1,000-year history 
began, to greet Pope John Paul II. Behind all the religious 
fanfare, however, was the strong sentiment of the Polish people 
for their national independence and freedom from the brutal 
Soviet-imposed suppression of their rights. 

The turnout at Gebarzewo was typical of the mass meetings in 
cities like Gdansk, Poznan and Warsaw, where Catholicism stil l 
flourishes. In fact, the Church is growing steadily as the masses 
of people become more and more disillusioned with the Polish
Soviet brand of "socia.lism." 

While the Pope's visit to Mexico last January was aimed at 
quelling the protest movement, his visit to Poland was obviously 
geared to fuel the deep reser.itment this country's 34 million 
people feel towards their government as well as towards the 
USSR. 

The Polish people have a long history of both struggle for their 
independence and opposition to fascist-type tyranny, When 
their People's Democracy was destroyed following the takeover 
of the pro-Khrushchev Gomulka regime in the late '50s, the 

struggle, sometimes open, sometimes hidden, took the form of a 
struggle against social-imperialism and social-fascism-social
ism in words, but imperialism and fascism in deeds. 

The workers revolted against the high price of food in 1970 in 
Gdansk and other Baltic coastal towns, bringing Gomulka down 
and Gierek to power. Resistance also broke out in 1976 to price 
increases, forcing the regime to change its economic plan. 

T�en in recent years among the workers and intelligentsia, a 
massive human rights movement shook the regime once again 
with the formation of groups like the Workers Defense Commit
tee. The millions who turned out for the Pope's arrival were 
expressing some of these same sentiments which the powerful 

church forces are using for their own benefit 
-Poland is definitely seen by Western powers as a weak link.in

the chain of Soviet satellite countries, and it is for th is reason that 
the Pope was sent on his "holy mission." The response from the 
people to his call for more freedom of religion and the press 
shows that the democratic struggle is still continuing.While the 
form may be religious, the essence of the recent events is one of 
anti-fascist struggle, 

'. 
f ,. } i l I } \ \ 

, , , • / ,t � i • � i •• \ \ ' \ ' 


