An Arvendix to "A Critiqus of the lorthern Califarnia Alliance!
written Ly one of Sts authors
ifs emmendirg s Eo Ee SSyrewd o
negat i n e MNCA Eﬁ Tresenting Scme tentative
ideas or the direction I think Marxist-Leninists in the Zay ireza
chould be moving, I will do this By summarizing the jositio;s gf sgas
PIOC on trade unions and rpariy wuillding and conirasting this to the
MCA aporoach. (I would like to state from the outset that I find the
PYCC (Philadelphia Yorkers Orzanizinz Commitiee) literature the nmeost
helnful of any .I have seen.on these guestions, but I aave just begun
o study the issuss and.my .positions are znot fully resolved, I have
unity, with, many of the FWOC's posifions, tut they rave severzl 23nects
or positicns I am critical of.)
LI will contrast the YCA and, the FYCC ix three warys., Tirst I -rant
to concretize the criticism made in the naner of the MCAts lacls of
lonzer-range stnauerylby'summarizing how TUCC guides its dar-to-dayr
worls in the trade. unions with its longer-range stratezy of rarty-tuildinz,
™en I will develop further the criticism of Yaxls narty-tuilding avproach
that is in the tody of our paver by summarizinz and contrasting the
DUQG's approach. Third T includs, as an sxamnle of a hizghex» level of
political unity than that of the YM704a, ths 12 moints of unitr of the
Anti-Revisionist, Anvi-Dogmatic VMarxist-lexninist Trend, a2 groun of
organizations (including the PYCC) that have had a series of conferences
on questions facing thz moverment and are workinz togzfther in varicus ars,

This afpenc/uk (s an ndividual contribution as Fhere was Aot evowgh unity arcund s
contents 1o inclode SmISxmyxxErmdex¥rm¥omi{nrXXERrPrexy Ayt
F as joart of +4he collective docvment.

Guidine Trade Tnion Worl with Partyr Ruilding Stratezy

When I was 2 member of the NJA, T read arn article b PYOC called
"Party Building and the Trade Tnions.," This article seemed to me o
he 2 goed erampls of how an organization could guide its day-to-day
work in reform struggles by longer-range revclubiorary : gtratery, This
link 25 well as the clarifty and content of ths annrcach contrasted
sharply with the confusion and floundering character of the ICA,
2 series of quo*tes from this article will show in =2 wrarw schepatic
fashion the link between their dav-to-day work in zeform strugzlss in
the trade unions and ftheir longer-range revcluticrnary strategy o7
nartr-huilding., (The guotes are somewhat difficult Lo read-as ther
are only bits and pieces of the original article. You can g2t the
article by writing FWOC, Zox 11742, Philadelphia, Pa, 19101,)

The TN0C article states:

Commurists have 2 definite »ols fo »lzr in the rank a2nd
file caucus and without the za2ssistance of scientific theory,
without prolstarian ideolozy, the workers will never Te gtle <o
ragain control of their ftrzde unions and mount svan 2 partizal
defense of their day-to-day interests,

« « w NCE, ol Ig Maridcm eSsensiiel, So, tide Lismsfornation 3F
the trade unions, but . . 2 sncizlist reveliulon can reall-r
szcure the basic and fund Infereste 0f CThe worlking ¢lass
o & 4 2 Sccizlist ravolud oloxarenlod-Re 1R N0 s ohel o) krllk-Sli-hated | hais)
nartyr, oo
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ﬂ“/;/\;’:”':y /}7'[ art wuu/c/ WOk FO (Owmect Fre Ccomormic S Tre 7/:1 Ot the sant amid File -'\-. Fae Yl Ficns
strvggies of tht whole worlung Clacs . Thus r7 would guide the rank and F.‘lc AROLC e O ;
support the mpecestsr of -Hagw le closs indtead oF yust a recf,oy,/éy q/e‘,,/.,'p,..j rogram Fo oryaice fhe

unOrganited and to uvnite +he class alom = rocial national # sehviul, F |ncome J1ves .ff,g s
D Stovpgle apamit oy tHeadincies of the rawk’ s File to be cocpted or reprasied and would work fo build Uaskid

SART-central task. And to say that this is our central task SIgnilies| A
that party-vuilding is orgenicaily cormnected to all cther sutordinete
tasks, that party-building is =zn intezrzl linlr or aspect.in all
of our mass work, »zerticularly in cur ftradse union work, e must
therefcore aprroach ocur pressnce in the trads unid
builders and not nrimaril-s 2s builders of ths
To do otuerwise would not only undermizne tTh
but it would also undernins ths developmer
movament ., L Lasert &my commens)
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that we have to do is toc devalop their
area is that we need to do communist 2
advanced workers . . .

£nd one of the things that T think
the questions we can linlz to 211 of our
question of rarty-huilding., There
developing communist movement, There's th
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ideological questions, After the varty is formed, ther szv, then the +agl
of fusing Marxism-Teninism with +the woblding class can be 2ddressed.  Max
Tates: "the ey link in the ressiablishment o the rartr cammoet lis in
the field of thelpractical worlZ . . . the advanced in +his nreetical work
cammot be the precozdition to the devel opment of the partr hecause of

its inherent limitation without 2 verir's guidance." Fr=SWamwirrriyrre
zoizzxky  The FCC agree that coming to unity on the

Tarxist-Leninist theory to the U.S, is key in partw-buil
that it is incorrect %o serarate the theoretical debate
work in working class strugzles,

muist address itself to the concreta questions facing the U.S, worlkin

PIIOC asserts that "the essence of party-building is the struzsle
to fuse the indevpendent elaboration of Varzism-Leniaism with = significant
section of advanced workers.® They state that the theorstizal dshate
17
El

O o

class, that the theorr mus:t he tested tr ftrying to win over the 2dvanced
workers to it., A certain degree of fusion with the worlking class nust
be established bafore the varty can he formed., 1A few quotes from Pi0C!s
debates z with the Cuardizn will help to get across this idea:

If we are not to fuse our movement to the class strugzle of
the »nroletariat and thus ssta2blish our venguard character in fact,
Then . . . we would be content with addressing questions in 2n 2b-
stract and general way, e content with ihe 'margmouns! imnortance
ef 'idlogical unity on the basis of the inherited lzazacy of scisntific
socialism!' , , . theve would e no reason to demand thrat our theory
be capable--now and not at some fubture time-- of solving the concrats
political,- organizational and tactical provlems poced br the rorking
class movement.

IT is only in conjunction with the =77ort *o vin over the
advanced to Marwism-Leninism and build a communist current i» ths
workers movement that the the full range cf our 2slts~—Cheoretically,
voliticelly, and crgarizaticnally--tacome glez», T: is only in
conjunction with ths strugsle for this fusion that reroluticnarsy
theory and peoliticzl line acquire any degree of v2lidstion,

.

Here again, Silbher's counternosing of !nmartvabuildins! =z  +q
'fusion! gets him into 2 nuddls. ig fixation on the ''faich comes
Tirst'! question . . . he cannos 11z nimsel? to undersiznd hov
varty-building and fusion can nrocesd in tandem because he isimmapst¥s
incanable of grasping the fact thas rariyr-tuilding is in 2ssesrce
& question of fusion .-, Marxist-Leniniczis 8trive to develon
revolutionary theoyy, to mold commurist cadre, and to win the 2dvancad
workers Lo communism thrcuzhout the entire process of party-tuildins,
Sut it is only when the process matures to 2 siznificant suzbent thatl
it attains the qualities necessary to e transformed into 2 waz?
percy through 2 party congress . . .

Himming over a2 ssction of the advancasd workers and creatinc a
communist current in emktryo in the workinz clags must tale Diaée tefgre
the perty is formed. Scme desree of fusion rrith the worlkings class, somes
evidence of the wanguard characiter of tha pariy must Ye achiersd hefore
the founding conzress, FOC snezaks of “ha king el rartr the Cuzrdian

would create 25 Follows:



@

Yever nmind that such 2 nartry will not have estavlished its vanguard
character in anyrr regnect., OCur intenticn to ke the va ard
suffice, Z2Zut as the sxmerience o L2 t

sectarian isolation znd Imzxokzrmznr=zz immotence
good intexfions.

Closely related to the debate zround fusion and pariy-mHuilding is
the dehate around the correct orgenizational forms for the narfy-building
reriod, Max believes the Guardizn clubs can play 2 lszdinz role in the
theoretical debhates:

« + « the clubs have 2 number of advantages over sxisting M-I
organizations in taking this step toward orzenizing the rectification
work Pirst, the clubs overceome the local character which still
nredomizat ameng most formations, Even nore.sigaificently, the
clubs have the notential to overceme the extenseive divarsity of
orgarizational affiliation which has divided genuine Marwist-leninists
in this narticular veriod. The clarification that the Zuardizn clubs
will not attemnt to directly guide the mass strugsles which its members
are engaded in will allow us to avoid the constant splits and divisiors
over the immediate nracticel work., They can instead z2llow for an 2lizn-
ment and realigament of communist elements on the more suhsitentizl
questions without nlacing %the orzanizational roz2dhleoclks of !'nrezart:r!
organizational affiliaticn 2s 2 Rarrisr %o strug~l€,

Max goes on to tallt about the limitaticons of nracitical worl writhout 2
nariy and his visw that adrances in »ractical werk cennct te 2 nre-
condition for forming the party., HYe then asks:

Does this recognition mean that should
not work in the mass movement until Absclucalyr
not., 3But it does mean that the form should be
organized must ke distinct from the 2l forms
necessary to organize the rectificet

Tt is in this war that the narticular concention of the VIS0 form s
of the A (and the vpromossd form for the oreenizeton tha Treansformestion
Caucus will become)fit into Max'! amnroach to rarty-tuilding,

Iz resronge fto IMaxz'! arzument about the a&va:ta;es of the Zuardian
Clubs over local ¥-L ;_331”ﬁ*ﬁczs, it must Tirct Te sizted thet ks
local orzanizations in the Trend are veryr much aware of the limiitsiisoni
nf their local character 2nd have talken stens S0 sef un 2 national ideslo-
3ical cenier to cexntralizas dshale trithin Shst Trend, éeccnﬁ;y, ayoidins
dezate about the immediate »ractical worl may malis thinss easier, bus 1%
won't = heln in the fask cof develoning e t“,ow" vhich »ezlly 2ddresses
the concrete protlems faced by thz wgPpliac 21255 movement in ks T.S.
(thouzh we don'*t 2dvocates zettirg bogzed devm in the detzils of
~mactical work,)

PUICC argues thav the lecal Y.L organizati-ng in the Trand ousi »lax
the leading role in zertr-muilding and they arsus that the Tuardisn g
in no position to ke atle teo éo this:



™e most hizhly develoned of our forces ars zed

local orzanizetions and collsgitives. 'hile Stal tir

thege forces have zone beyond being mere study ¢ ang

becur to tale up the task of elzhorating a2n aprl of

+o the concrete corditions in the TU.S., A fa2w ha Teirly

exveweEyzr extensirve theoretical worl on some 2 5, uwhizgh

is peing refined in the nrocess of renaated Testh in vractice.

. . . ther have taken the first teruous sis vard the worlinz

clags and omnressed nationalitiss, Some have cven aynlred 2

measure of stratezy 2nd tactics Yo guide then in this work . . .

internally they have tezun to anply the Lerifist nrinciplecs of

orgenization, develorping primitive democrztic centr2list =ErmeEIvz
structures, vrograms for develoning commmist cadre and real
divisicn of labor in their worlk.

. . . the Cuardizn is not cerahle of »nlayinz the role of

a center . . . To tha extent that it has done thsoretical werk,

that worl has remained on the most abstract and general level,

and is not capable of serving as a guide to action., The Gugpdian

has no dl”°C' way of testing its thecretical formulations, and <hus

is unable to convretize and refine them in relaticn *o zan 2ctuel

working class novement . . .

Seelng the fusion of lMarxism-Leninism with the working clacss
as essentially divsrsionary, the Cuardizn natura2lly underestiratas

The critlcal i mportance 2nd centra2l role that those crganized forcas

which have talen the first steps toward this fusion must »la2r.

In Max' anoroach to nartr-tuilding as gquoted on the previous pazgs,
the oreznizakional forms for carrying out the theoretical dshafe around
aﬂplyiﬁg Marxism-Lexinism to the U. S.Jmmsu he distianct from the orgemizatlio:
al forms for carrying c"+ worlzs in the masss movements until the narty
ig huilt. TIn the 2av Area this has meant fthat the NCA has carrisd out
the practical work in the mass movemant while the newly-formed CGuardiian
Alub has been involved in theoreticzl debate. (To our knowlzadze no
formel organizational lingk of the NCa to the fuardizn T1lub exisis--the
oomnection is through Yex' nparty-tuilding concent,) The v“o“ossT for
the future is that the orzanization formed .cut of the Transformation
fancus would carry out the werl in the mass movament. As was arsusd
above, we feel that this is en incorrect senaration of theory 2nd rractice
which edvances neither the mass work nor the theoreticzl detate cof the
rarty-building effort.

The CA4 did not (2nd it has been proposed by some that ths futurs
mpansformation orcanization will not) discuss and detate rEvERITIYY
an approach %o party-building as it was 2 deferred guestion, It 4id
not narticipate 2s an rranization in the theoretical desbates (being
carried out in the CGuardien Club) or, 2s an orzanization, test (Ty
u-f1“; £o win over the advanced zimwz worlkers in the actual strucgles
of the worlking class) the applicaiion of Zhm M-I, thecry to the U.3, which
is being develored in ths Guardian Clu%s.

Thepefore, we are left with twe questions. What ind of party wrill
he built by the Cuardian apnroach and what kind of an orzanizaiion hzs
the NOA heen or will the new orcanization be with the cues*iin of
narty-building deferred., The answer to the first question, wavi=sl -



T think, has been outlined above im PYOC's critique of the CGuardian's
varty-building approach., The Cuardian approach 4dces not regquire that
M1 orgﬁnlzatlovs test the theory through involvement in the actual
struggles of the working c lPss ard throuzgh =fforts to win over
ad:anced workers., Nor does the Cuardizn anproach require that MN-L
organizatiorns demonstrate 8n b111uv to lead working class struggles

in the operiod before the vparty is formed. Rather the Cuardian rrorcses
+0 postpone any serious efforts at fusion till affer the founding
congress of the party. & party built in this manner would not, in

my ovinion, be a genuire Marxist-Leninist varty.
In response to the criticism that the theoretical debates in

the Guardian clubs will be separate from the practicel iznvolwesment iz

working class struggles, it will ve asserted thet individuals from

the MCA or the future Transformation orzarzation can use their

experiences in the mass movement in the theoretical debate in the

Cuardian Club. This, xmEmzr however, is not an adecuats way to mals

the nedessary vor_nccf'lorv between theory and prac+ice T™e MCA pxp rierce

in working class struggzles has not been the consciously lenc+°ﬁ'

of an organization commifted to a clear stratezy of party-oulldl

that involved testing the kEk theory, wirnming over the advanced

]

k"ildinr a communist current in embryo, etc. Instead the nractice of

‘S

the organization was guided (in Max' conception) by an awareness of the
lim_,atlo”s of practical work in the ahsence of 2 narty with the orzanizatic
doing the hest it could in the meantime--without efforts, as an orzanization
to link this practical work to efforts to build a party. Even if zax
the practical work in working class strugzles does ma2rnage to indirectly
shed some light on the theoretical de%aues, it should te the members
of the orzanization as a whole, not only individuzls, who sum uvn the
lessons and the imrlications for the theoreticel detates going on,

The second quesfion is what kind of an organzation has the NCA been
(or will the new organization ncssibly beccme) with the question of
rarty=building deferred? Eow 15 mass worV guided in such an orzanizationsl
form? It cannot be an orgenization trying £o integrate its practical
work in working class Su”w~07°s with kkxxzzyrmazzhxiaxx a longser range
nlan for party-ruilding, because it does not have 2 position on partr-
building In the vreceding section of this aprendix, I discussed the
effects of this on the NCA's trade union work. was '

An we stated in the paper, we think the NCL =2 an irnzdesquate
organization (2nd the MISO Fown an incorrect ons) for Tuilding the

movement for socialist revolution in the U.S. 'hat we think are needsad

are Marwist-Leninis® organizations invelved in the strugzles of che
working class and in the theoretical debates of thenational Marxist-
Teninist movement with the goal of building the U.3. working class
movement ahu a genuine communist varty avle to provide reveolutiorary

lsadershin in the class strugzgle.,



