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olutionary transformation of our society. That is, only social-
ism can provide the context to build a society free from exploi-

2) The foundation of all the varied forms of opression in our
society ig the socio-economic system called imperialism. The
economic essence of imperialism is monopoly capitalism. Under
monopoly capitalism, a handful of monopolieg ruthlessly exploit
the overwhelming majority of the population, chiefly the work-
ing class.

3) However, imperialism c¢evelops not only 6n the basis of exploit-~
ing its domestic population. Imperialism also exploits whole
peoples and nationsg in other parts of the world. This exploit-
ation, like the exploitation of its own working class, is a

5) The leading section of the working class, owing to its
socialization and discipline which 8row out of the materizl
conditions of large scale capitalist production, is the industrial
proletariat,
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INTRODUCTION to OCIC 18 POINTS STUDY GUIDE

The 0C's 18 Points

The 18 Principles of unity are the ideological and politi-
cal basis of unity of the Organizing Committee for An Ideologi-
cal Center (OCIC). The Committee of 5, predecessor to the OCIC,
wrote the first draft of the principles in 1977. The points were
refined through a 3 year process of ideological struggle. They
were finalized at the OCIC's National Conference on Labor Day
of 1979, when the OC adopted its resolution on Point 18.

The 18 points include basic ideological tenants of revolu-
tionary Marxism-Leninism such the necessity for socialism, the
leading role for the working class in the revolutionary proc-
ess, the need for a Vanguard Party, and the necessity to smash
the bourgeois state and replace it with the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

Secondly, the 18 points include the most rudimentary stat-
ments of political line on racism, sexism, partybuilding, and
the international situation.

Thirdly, the 18 points irclude lines of demarcation with
the basic forms of opportunism, hostile to revolutionary
Marxism-Leninism. This is expressed through some of the points'
opposition to Trotskyism, Revisionism, and Left Opportunism.

" The 18 points are just beginning statements of the
0C's political unity. In the coming years these 18 points
will be deepened, modified and added to through the course
of the OCIC's efforts to elaborate revolutionary theory to ‘the US
conditions. The principles will deepened through ideologi-
cal atruggle, theoretical work which the 0C presently
seeks to centralize into a national, leading, ideological
center.

The -Reasonsg For Studying the 18 Points

General agreement with the OC's 18 points (and consolidated
with point 18) is required to be a member of the OCIC. It 1is the
responsibility of every member to have studied, internalized,
and be prepared to defend this basis of unity.

In addition, the OC's 18 points have generally become
accepted as the basis of political unity which defines the broader
anti-revisionist and anti-left opportunist tendency.

e
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A working knowledge of the 18 points is essential for
comrades to fully participate in OC, and broader partybuilding
discussions and activities. It is important that the OC has
a minimal level of political consolidation so that every member
1s capable of analyzing the political positions of other comrades
in the ideological struggle. A backround in the political
concepts embodied in the 18 points will help prepare OC members
to take up more advanced theoretical tasks of political line
development, which the ideological center will be taking up.

The main purpose for studying the 18 points is to
consolidate the whole OC membership on the political basis
of unity of the OC. We stress consolidation because the study
of the 18 points will not be able to deeply elaborate the basic
points under discussion. In addition, the study will contri-

- bute to the overall theoretical development of OC members. But

the study cannot be a substitute for a fundamentals study

or a deeper study of political line. With this limited purpose
in mind we feel that the study of the 18 points can make an
important contribution to the consolidation of the OCIC's
political unity.

How To Take Up the Study of the 18 Points

In the OC's First Year we targeted our failure to pay
enough attention to consolidating the 0C's political unity.
Our OC survey showed that OC forces were characterized by
theoretical underdevelopment. At our Labor Day Conference
we sought to rectify this situation by putting top priority on
the consolidation of OC forces around the 18 points, Draft
Plan, the struggle against Racism and Federationism. As
a result the enclosed study guides are to be used to carry
out educational work on the 18 points.

Enclosed in this packet are study guides for the first
5 of the 18 principles. These 5 guides cover the topics of
capitalism, socialism,imperialism and national oppression,
the leading role of the working class, and the industrial
proletariat as the leading sector within the class. The study
guides on the following 13 points will be coming out in
another month. :

The guides are developed with study groups in mind. Each
guide covers one point, in some cases two, which can be
discussed in one meeting of the study group. It is assumed
that an average study group organized around the 18 points
would meet once every two weeks, therefom the entire study of

the 18 points could be completed in six months.

The study guide restates the basic principle under discussion,
explains what the session is trying to accomplish, and in
some cases gives historical backround to the reading.
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The study guides prioritize the required readings for the
session. It is estimated that it will take between 4 and 6
hours of careful reading and preparation for a session. In
addition, supplementary readings are listed for those who
complete the required readings, and wish to go deeper into
the subject. Discussion questions are also provided at the
end of each guide.

In addition, study guides on classical texts are
provided along with the study guided accompanying each point.
In particular, the study guide on the Communist Manifesto
should be used along with the reading. An optional study
guide on Socialism: Utopian and Scientific is included for
those who wish to go more deeply into the basic tenants of
historical materialism, although this is not required. And
finally, Additional Notes on the Communist Manifesto can be
used in the first session.

So for example, if a group were studying point 1 in this
packet, materials would be passed out at least two weeks in
advance. Study group members would study the Communist
Manifesto, the Introduction to Socialism, and the study guide
on the Communist Manifesto. Each member would quiz themselves,
or perhaps with a study partner, on the questions and come
prepared to the discussion.

Leadership Given to the 18 Points Study

In addition to using the study guides, it will be import-
ant that study sessions have good leadership. Several comrades
should be selected to lead the study. These leaders should
be well versed in the material, and prepared to give guidance
to the discussion in the group.

Study leaders have the responsibility to insure consistent
and quality participation of study group members. This involves
a number of tasks. First, the leaders need to instill good
study habits. To be sure that people read material carefully
they should be encouraged to take notes on the main points
in their readings, jot down the main points of answers to the
study and discussions questions, and where possible seek help
from other comrades when they do not understand something, or
find a certain section difficult.

The main obstacles to good study are not organizational but
political. Study leaders can be most effective by presenting
the important reasons why study is so important for communists.
It must be explained why study and development of theory

are so important in building a revolutionary party, and devel-
oping the OC membership.

In addition, this means combatting various incorrect
attitudes or approaches to study. The two most serious ideolo-
gical deviations are a downplaying of the importance of study
and a scholastic approach to study.
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Some comrades do not place a necessary priority on study.
There are many particular reasons for this, but it will usually
express itself in poor preparation, or lack of consistent
attendance. If this occurs study leaders must investigate
the reasons and struggle to correct this attitude..

Particularly harmful is 'a scholastic approach to study
which some comrades might bring to a group. These comrades
can tend to be very abstract and show little concern for the
collective development of the group. Such peti-bourgeois
approaches to study are objectively racist and sexist, and
hinder the participation of others. Study leaders must struggle
to insure that comrades give concrete examples in their
explanations, stay on points chosen by the group, and do not
monopolize discussion time. Here again it is the resonsibility
of the study leader to explain that Marxists study to
serve the class struggle, and that we have no interest in
reproducing the dynamics of a bourgeois class room.

Taking Up the Study of the 18 Points in Your Local Center

There are three main stages in carrying out educational
work around the 18 points. These include the initial evaluation
of study needs and developing a program, the implementation
of actual study, and its summarization and evaluation.

1. Each locality must do an evaluation of their members pres-
ent level of consolidation of the 18 points and develop a
concrete workplan for implementing the study. Each locality e
will be different. Some comrades will have studied the basic
content of the 18 points previously, some comrades may have
studied none of it, and still others will have studied certain
points but not others. The local OC leaderships after briefly-
surveying the level of development should draw up a concrete
plan that insures every OC member will be consolidated on all
points at the end of the study period. This may involve estab-
lishing 18 point study groups for those who need to study all
of them, and particular studies on a few of the principles for
weak areas of other comrades.

2. Secondly the local OC leaderships are responsible for
overseeing the implementation of the study program. This
involves establishing the study sessions or groups, choosing
study leaders, distributing materials etc. It may be best

to choose one person to be overseeing the whole process within
the local center.

3. The political summarization of the study and evaluation
will be a key part of the study of the 18 points. This has
several aspects. The study leaders should be responsible for
doing brief political summarizations of the sessions, noting
the unity and disunity achieved.




) as

In this process it will be jmportant to bhave differences
drawn out and elaborated. If comradeg have substantial differ-
ences with the 18 points Lhey should he asked fo write up
their differences for struggle. Additicos, deepening, or
disagreements can be sent to the education coordinator for
review. While the purpose of the study is not primarily for
elaboration purposes, key points of disagreement can be cir-
culated in the discussion bulletin for feedback.

In addition to political summarization of the study,
evaluation of the study » study leaders, participants and mat-
erialswshould be an ongoing part of the process. In particul-
ar there should be one major evaluation balf way through the
study and at the end of the procese. Thie {5 so we can improve
our methods and materials of study in the future.

18 Points Study Groups as a form of OC Outreach

18 Point study groups csn be ar excellent form of outreach.
Many local centers will be establiehing groups, and there is
N0 reason not to Include non-0Qf membereg.

In Seattle for example, comrades from the local center
sent out a letter to their int=rested contacts informing them
of the study groups. They rea&ived a good response and established
a number of groups with both 0C and non-Qf people. In this
way the groups establish a way for new penple to learn about
the OC and its political principlees.

Schedule for Completing Study and Contact with the NSC

The study of the 18 printe je part of the national
O process. The evaluation and workplan for the study should
be begun as soon as possible. Al 1nealities should begin a
study as soon as possible but no larer than August, 1980.

A 3 month evaluation of the study should occur at
the end of November. This should include both the political summ-
arizations and the mid-year evaluation.

A final evaluation- i.e. by the end of Feb., 1981, and
summatvization should be sent at rhe end of the study. Thereforeeach
locality will have communitated to the Education €oordinator three
times. In addition, copies should he gent to the regional
leaderships of your region, and the NSC person in charge of
your region.

Schedule: 1. Workplans for study due hy August 1980.
2. 3 Month evaluation: November 1980.
3. Final evaluation and summarization: February 1981.

Workplans and evaluations should be sent to:
DF
2244 Vicksborg Ave.
OQakland, Ca. 94601

—= Mational Education Coordinator

3/80
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Session #1

INTRODUCTION TO STUDY ON POINT ONE

Point 1: "The solution to the basic problems of our people in the United
States can only come as a result of a profound revolutionary
transformation of our society. That is, only socialism can pro-
vide the context to build a society free from exploitation,
racism, sexism, oppression and war."

Point 1 establishes the revolutionary, socialist character of our move-
ment. It points out that the basic problems of the US people are inherent
features of capitalist society, and not maladjustments or dislocations which
can somehow be reformed away. Only with the overthrow of capitalism and
its replacement by socialism is the basis laid for solving these problems.

This point is in opposition to the various shades of reformism and social
democracy which hold that these problems can be solved short of a revolutionary
socialist transformation. '

The study of point number one should accomplish the following points:

—--to explain why the hasic problems of the US people are rooted in
the system of capitalism,

——to explain why socialism is necessary to provide the context for
solving these problems,

—-—to explain the scicntific basis for the overthrow of capitalism
and its replacement by socialism,

——to summarize some of the major ways capitalism exploits and oppresses
the people, and to understand the basic dynamics of capitalist
society,

——to explain the basic principles of socialism and to answer some
of the common objections to socialism and communism.

A secoﬁdary purpose of the Point 1 study is also to introduce comrades
to Marxist thinking on a number of diflferent questions that will be taken
up later on .in the 18 points study. This is mainly done through the Communist
Manifesto and the Study Guide that accompanies it. The Manifesto develops
the Marxist viewpoint to one degree or another on such questions as: the
leading role of the working class; the role of the state; the importance of -
proletarian internationalism; the role of communists and the need for a party;
the need to place the interests of the whole movement ahead of the interests
of a part (with implications for the struggle against racism, sexism, national
chauvinism and opportunism generally); the relationship of reform to revolution;
the woman question; etc. This introduction to various questions that will be
taken up later in the 18 points study is clearly a secondary priority -- there
are no discussion questions for them. But it is one of the values of the study.



Readings on Point #1

Required: 1. Marx and Engels, Communist Manifesto, pp. 31-61
2. Huberman, "ABC's of Socialism" in Introduction to Socialism,
pp. 21-81
3. Study Guide on Communist Manifesto, pp. 1-16

Optional: 1. Engels, Socialism: Utopian and Scientific, pp 74-101 »
2. Study Guide on Socialism: Utopian and Scientific, pp. 1-5
3. Additional Notes on the Communist Manifesto,pp. 1-4

4, Engels, Karl Marx

5

6

7

. Engels, Letter to to J. Bloch
. Engels, Fuerbach and the End of Classical German Philosophy
. Marx, Preface to Contribution to the Critique of Political

Economz

Notes on Required Readings:

Session #1 covers alot of material. The reading which is required is
over 100 pages. Therefore study leaders are recommended to get readings out
a month or three weeks before the first session in order to allow adequate
time for preparation.

In addition, it should be noted that the "ABC's of Socialism' contains
some important weaknesses. This includes a fully uncritical attitude towards
the Soviet Union reflecting the time it was written (1953). 1In addition, there
is almost a complete neglect of racism and sexism which are both central
features of capitalism.

Notes on Optional Readings:

Session #1 also contains an extensive optional reading list for those
who wish to delve further into the issues of point #1. These readings develop
the basic Marxist approach to history, Historical Materialism. The historical
materialist approach underlies the argument for point #l...and for all Marxism.

Engels, Socialism: Utopian and Scientific, critically evaluates the ideas
of the utopian socialists that preceded Marx and Engels. The book summarizes
the development of dialectical and historical materialism, and applies this
theory to the overthrow of capitalism and its replacement by socialism. A
Study Guide on this book is also included in the readings, and encouraged for
groups or individuals who have extra time.

Additional Notes on Communist Manfesto goes further into historical
materialism. This can be read by study leaders for more background on the

Manifesto. In addition, some of the best writings of Marx and Engels on

historical materialism are listed in the optional list. These include:

Marx's Preface which is one of the most often quoted and brief statements of
Historical Materialism. The selection from Engels, Karl Marx, is a good brief
summary of Marx's conception of history and class struggle. Engels' Letter

to J. Bloch warns against the tendency toward explaining everything by reference
to the economic base rather than recognizing that the superstructure has some
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degree of independence from the base. Engels' Fuerbach..., is a longer
statement on Historical Materialism that goes into such questions as the
role of the individual in history and the relationship between the economic
base on the one hand and the state, public law, and religion on the other.

Other Readings:

There are a number of Marxist textbooks on Historical Materialism. Two

good ones are: Burns, Introduction to Marxism, especially chapters 2 and 5.
Also very useful is Cornforth, Historical Materialism, especially chapters
2 through 6. Both are available from International Publishers.

Discussion Questions on Session #1: Capitalism and Socialism

1.

2,

3.

What is the nature of the conflict between the capitalisms and the workers?

Why is it necessary for the wapitalist to constahtly seek to expand profits
and accumulate capital?

In what sense has capitalism played a progressive role historically?

Make a list of what you see .s some of the basic problems of our people

in the US. Explain how thes: problems are inherent features of capitalism
Why isn't it possible to "re:orm" capitalism in order to solve these
problems short of its overthrow?

What is socialism? Explain how socialism provides the best "context" for
solving the basic problems of our people.

Critics of socialism say it is wrong to abolish private property -- that
1t belomgs to the people who own it, and its elimination will restrict
freedom and eliminate incentive. How would you defend socialism against
such a view? : ‘



Session #2

INTRODUCTION TO STUDY ON POINTS 2 AND 3

Point 2: "The foundation of all the varied forms of oppression in our
society is the socio-economic system called imperialism. The
economic essence of imperialism is monopoly capitalism. Under
monopoly capitalism a handful of monopolies ruthlessly exploit
the overwhelming majority of the population, chiefly the
working class.”

This point defines imperialism as the system of monopoly capitalism,
rather than a policy of the bourgeoisie. It jdentifies imperialism as the
basis of the many forms of oppression in modern capitalist society. This
point is important in relation to those revolutionaries who mistakenly see
national oppression as the only significant feature of imperialism. Aside
from theoretically misunderstanding the origins and nature of imperialism,
these forces drive a wedge between the oppressed nations and the proletariat
in the imperialist countries. In fact, imperialism aggravates the exploita-
tion of the working class, intensifies national oppression, and deepens
racial and sexual oppression within the metropolis. By so doing, imperialism
objectively unites the struggles for proletarian revolution and for national
liberation, and matures the objective conditions for socialist revolution.

Point 3: "However, imperialism develops not only on the basis of exploiting
its domestic population. Imperialism also exploits whole peoples
and nations in other parts of the world. This exploitation, like
the exploitation of its own working class, is a fundamental feature
of imperialism."

This point exphasizes that the oppression and exploitation of other
nations is a necessary and integral component of imperialism. It also
draws out the common anti-imperialist interests of the working ¢lass and
oppressed nations. This point distinguishes us from forces who believe that
the exploitative relations of U.S. imperialism to other nations can be
reformed away.

Historical Background of Lenin's Imperialism

Lenin wrote Imperialism the Highest Stage of Captialism in 1916 .in the
midst of WorldWar I. At this time, the international socialist movement was
seriously divided over whether or not to support the war. The majority of
the Second International took the view of supporting the war efforts of the v
bourgeoisie in their own country. Karl Kautsky, a leader of the German Social
Democratic Party, the most influential organization in the Second International,
provided a theoretical justification for this profoundly class collaborationist
position. He argued that the drive to annex new territory is simply a
"policy" of imperialism, and that in fact imperialism can eliminate the
contradictions of capitalism and bring world peace. Thus, Imperialism is
written largely as a polemic against these dangerously incorrect views.

Lenin demonstrates with extensive data that imperialism is in essence
the system of monopoly capitalism, that it is the highest stage of capitalism.
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He shows that the export of capital and the worldwide search for new markets,
sources of raw materials and cheap labor are inherent features of imperialism's
expansion and drive for pro fit. This leads inevitably to struggle among
imperialist powers to divide and redivide the world among themselves. It

also leads to imperialist war. This demonstrates how WWI is clearly an
imperialist war, and that communists must lead the proletariat in opposing
their bourgeoisie and pushing forward the struggle for socialist revolution.

Readings on Points 2 and 3

Required: 1. V.I. Lenin, Imperialism the Highest Stage of Capitalism (Peking

Edition), pp. 79-111 and 148-155 ,
2. Felix Greene, The Enemy, (Vintage Books 1970), pp. 69-85 and
156-166

Optional: 1. Remaining parts of Lenin's Imperialism

2. Remaining parts of Greene's The Enemy

Discussion Questions:

5.

6.

What are the main features of Imperialism as explained by Lenin?

What was incorrect about Kautsky's analysis of imperialism?

. What were the main features of the rapid expansion of U.S. industry in

the latter half of the 19th century? How did this lead to U.S. imperialism?

What is the impact of extensive foreign investment on the economic
development of lesser developed nations? :

What is neo-colonialism? What .s the advantage to imperialism of
neo—-colonialism over old fashioned colonialism?

What is the impact of successful national liberation struggles on U.S.
imperialism? Give examples.
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Glossary

Lenin uses many terms in describing the development of monopoly capitalism
and imperialism. The following is not intended as official definitions, but
as clarification on the meaning of important terms to be used as an aid in
reading and discussion.

capital: a social relation of production between the capitalist class,
which owns and controls the means of production, and the working
class, which is deprived of the means of production and must sell
its labor power. Marx wrote: "Capital...consists in the fact that
living labor serves accumulated labor as the means of preserving
and multiplying its exchange value." o R

monopoly capital: intensification of capital relation. Capital ‘becomes
concentrated and centralized to the extent that production and
exchange of particular commodities is controlled by a single or
a few capitalist(s)

industrial capital: capital employed directly in the production of
comnodities and surplus value

bank capital: capital (money) owned by bankers which is either lent or
invested in indust.y to gain a surplus for bankers, in the form

of interest or surplus value . \

finance capital: merger or coalescence of bank capital and industrial
capital which occurs in the era of monopoly capitalism. This
places huge blocks of capital under the control of a financial
oligarchy, which takes forms of trust companies, international
banking conglomerates (e.g. Morgan Guarantee Trust, Chase
Manhattan Bank) , X g >

concentration of capital: development of increasingly large units of
capital through the addition of its own surplus value (one
capitalist enterprise gets larger and larger)

centralization of capital: creation of large units of capital through
mergers, acquisition of small enterprises by larger ones, etc.

cartel: agreement by separate companies to maintain prices at a given
i level

trust: separate enterprises merge completely, individual owners become
shareholders in the trust



Session #3

INTRODUCTION TO STUDY ON POINTS 4 AND 5

Point 4: "It is only the working class which has the capacity to lead the
entire working and exploited population in the struggle to over-
throw monopoly capitalism, in the struggle to consolidate its
victory, in the building of socialism and in the struggle for
the abolition of all classes."

Point 4 asserts that the working class is the leading class in the
revolutionary process. The working class is the only consistently revolu-
tionary class and the only class with the capacity to lead the entire working
people to overthrow capitalism and build socialism. It is this understanding %
that leads communists to focus activity in the working class. Furthermore,
this point provides the foundation for the building of a united front against
imperialism -~ developing working class leadership of all popular and demo-
cratic struggles. Finally, this point separates Marxism-Leninism from the
petty bourgeois trend which denies the vanguard character of the proletariat
and substitutes some other social grouping or holds that all classes, strata
or groupings oppressed by capitalism are more or less equally revolutionary.

Point 5: "The leading section of the working class, owing to its socializa-
tion and discipline which grow out of the material conditions of
large scale capitalist production, is the industrial proletariat."

Point 5 goes on to locate the leading section of the working class in
the most highly socialized sectors of the proletariat. In particular, it
points to the industrial proletariat as its leading section. This point also
has important practical implications, namely that .communists must give
priority to activity among the industrial workers and develop this sector's
leadership of the class as a whole. This point demarcates with “those who
deny the leading role of the industrial proletariat in favor of '"new' sectors
of the working class, its most oppressed sections, or other such alternatives.
The point pinpoints the reasons why the industrial workers are the vanguard
section of the proletariat as a whole -- "its socialization and discipline
which grows out of the material conditions of large scale capitalist production."
It 1s primarily these features, and not its size and capacity for disruption,
that mark the industrial proletariat for its role. ‘ >

The study for points 4 and 5 is mainly aimed at developing the above
ideas. In addition, the study seeks to develop an analysis of: T
--the process by which the proletariat becomes a revolutionary class —-- how
it achieves class consciousness, '

--how communists can help build the class consciousness of the proletariat,

-—the importance of engaging in serious organizing around the daily issues

. facing the working class,

--why communists must make organizing inside the workplace a central focus
of their work, v

—-—the role of trade unions as the leading mass organizations of the working
class,

~—the role of various sectors of the working clags in addition to the
industrial proletariat.



Readings on Points 4 and 5

Required: ; -
1. V.I. Lenin, Lenin on the Proletariat, selections from
"The Development of Capitalism in Russia"
"Who the 'Friends of the People' Are"
"A Great Beginning"
"Draft Program and Explanation"
"On Strikes"

2. For The People, The Priority of the Large Socialized Workplaces for
Communist Work, .pp. 1-6 and 12-13

4

3. Judah Hill, Class Analysis: The United States in the 1970's

1. The Proletariat or Working Class pp- A - B (required)
2. The Semi-Professional Sector pp- B - E

3. The Office Sector pp. E =56 N

4. Service Sector PP- 56—59 i

5. The Production Sector pp. 59-63 "

6. The Industrial Proletariat Sub-sector pp. 63-66 "

7. The Small Scale Production Sub-sector pp. 66-68 .

8. Rural Proletariat Sub-sector pp. 68-71 (optional)
9. Government Workers pp. 71-73 i
10. The Aged Sector pp. 73-75 i

11. The Excluded Sector pp. 75=-77 (required)
12. Controversy Over the Proletariat pp. 78-79 "

13. Class and Ideology pp. 91-92 4

14. Class and the Individual pp. 92-93 (optional)

Optional:

1. Lenin on the Proletariat, more selections from "On Strikes" and "Draft
Program and Explanation" as well as selections from "Tasks of Russian
Social Demoerats"

2. Remaining sections of Priority of Large Socialized Workplaces for Communist
Work

3. Marx and Engels, Communist Manifesto, pp. 43-48

4. Remaining sections of Judah Hill, Class Analysis: The U.S. in the 1970's

5. Braverman, Labor and Monopoly Capital
This is an excellent analysis of the transformation of work under advanced
capitalism, both changes in the work process within industries and changes
in distribution of jobs between industrigs. It both identifies the causes
of these transformations and presents an extensive picture of the partic-
ular changes that have occurred. It takes up such issues as: the division
of labor under capitalism; scientific management and its effects;
developments in science, technology and machinery and their effects;
major shifts in the distribution of labor between industries (for example,
the rise of the service and office sec¢tors); the decline in skill; the
structure of the working class; and the class position of intermediate
groupings like professionals or management. It is well worth reading.
(From Monthly Review Press)




Discussion Questions:

l. Why is the proletariat the leading clags in the revolutionary process?

-—Why must the working class pléy the leading role in all popular and
democratic struggles on the road to socialism? What has happened to
popular movements in which there has not been working class leadership?
(e.g., anti-nuke, civil rights, women's movement)

—-What would you say to someone who believes that oppressed national
minorities are the leadership of the U.S. revolution, not the working
class? If the proletariat 1is the leading class, then does this do away
with any kind of leading role for national minorities?

2. Why must communists make organizing in the workplace a central focus of
- their work? What are some of the ways that the focus on the workplace
helps root the Party in the working class?

3. Why are the most socialized sections of the working class its leading
sections?

~-What 1is the effect of the advancing socializatioh:of'production under
capitalism today -om the revolutionary potential of the proletariat?

--Some say severity of oppression is the key to determining what section
will play the leading role. Why is this not so?

4, Compare the revolutionary potential of these 5 sectors of the working
class: production, office, service, semi-professional, and the excluded.
What do you see as the main strengths and weaknesses of each?. Do you-
agree that the production sector plays the leading role?

Should all of our work be focussed on the production sector? Why or why not?






STUDY GUIDE TO THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO

INTRODUCTION

The following Study Guide has been written for the purpose of clarifying
and further elaborating parts 1 and I1 of The Communist Manifesto. In addi-
tlon to highlighting the main points of the reading, it seeks to draw out the
significance of these points. In some cases, historical background is provided
to help make the meaning of what is being said clearer. Throughout, it seeks
to show where the Manifesto is putting forward the basic ideas of historical
materialism, and to elaborate those ideas. In some cases, an effort has been
made to update the Manifesto when important developments of relevance have
occurred since its writing in 1848. In many places, the Study Guide also
quotes from various Marxist works that serve to elaborate the reading and to
Provide a further introduction to the ideas of historical materialism.

To help in understanding the structure of the argument made in the
Manifesto, it has been blocked off into different sections. All together,
there are 17 sections. An outline of the Manifesto according to this treak-
down is presented below.

OUTLINE OF THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO, PARTS I & II

PART I3 BOURGEOIS AND PROLETARIANS

® ef-Fepdalisw: and Bise 0f -the Bourgeoisie and Capitalism
1. History of all society is history of class struggles, pp. 32-33 .o
2. Bourgeolsie an outgrowth of development of production, pp. 33- 34
3. The struggle of bourgeoisie for political power, pp. 34=35
L4, The historically revolutionary role of the bourgeoisie, pp. 35-39
5. The overthrow of feudalism: the feudal relations of property become
. fetters on the productive forces, pp. 39

8l of Capitalism and Rise of the lroletariat and Socialism =
' The overthrow of capitalism: capitalist relations of property become !
fetters on the productive forces, pp. 39-41
7. Rise of the proletariat, pp. 41-43
8. Development of the proletariat as a revolutionary class, DPp. 43-Ub
9. Why the proletariat is the only revolutionary class, pp. 46-48
10, Victory of the proletariat is inevitable, pp. 48-49

PART IIs PROIETARIANS AND COMMUNISTS '
11. Relationship of the Communists to the working class movement, pp. 49-50
12, The scientific basis of socialism, p. 50
13. Bourgeols objections to Communism: abolition of private property,
pP. 50-55
14. Bourgeois objections to Communism: women and the family, pp. 55-56
15. Bourgeois objections to Communism: abolition of nationality, pp. 56-57
16. The ruling ideas of each age are the ideas of the ruling class,
PP. 57-59
17. The Communist program for transforming capitalism, pp. 59-61
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STUDY GUIDE TO THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO
PART I: BOURGEOIS AND PROLETARIANS

1. Pp. 32-33. "The history of all hitherto existing society is the history

- of class struggles.”

This statement, which applies to all societies except primitive communism
(see Engels® footnote on p. 32), is a central part of historical materialism --
the Marxist theory of history. The following attempts to further draw out its
significance. - o

As Engels explains in his Karl Marxs "The whole previous view of histary
(before Marx) was based on the conception that the ultimate causes of all
histarical changes are to be looked for in the changing ideas of human beings,.
and that of all historical changes political changes are the most important...
But the question was not asked as to whence the ideas come into men's minds,
and what the driving causes of the political changes are...Now Marx has proved
that the whole of previous history is a history of class struggles, that in
all the manifold and complicated political struggles the only thing at issue
has been the social and political rule of social classes, the maintenance of
domination by older classes and the conquest of domination by newly arising
classes.”

Thus, events like the French Revolution or the religious wars of the Pro-
testant Refarmation appeared on the surface to be struggles over political or
religious philosophies. And certainly, these ideas were believed strongly.
But underlying these differences of ideas were different class interests --
the interests of the rising bourgeoisie versus the interests of the ruling
feudal classes. (For more on this, see note # 3 on pp. 34-35 below).

Today, 1t is the class struggle between the proletariat and bourgeoisie
that 1s the driving force of history. As the Manifesto demonstrates, the end
result of that struggle will be the overthrow of the rule of the bourgeoisie
by the proletariat and the establishment of socialism, in turn - laying the
basis for development of a classless soclety.

Second, the significance of this statement about class struggle lies in
recognizing the antagonistic nature of classes with contradictory relations to
the process of production, and the inevitability of struggle between them.

Under every mode of production, the ruling class develops an ideology of the
harmony between classes to justify their rule. The antagonism between lord

and serf, mastes-exaftaman and journbyman, slave and slave master, or capitalist
and worker is denied. And in fact, the relations between these classes at an
early stage of thelr development may be fairly peaceful.

However, in each case, this apparent harmony masks underlying contradictions
which will express themselves sooner or later in the open struggle between classe::.
For example, the serfs in Europe rose up against the lords in the 14th centwry
and after. The journeymen rebelled-against their employers, the craftsmen,
in the same period. In America, slaves revolted against their masters. And
of course, there has been plenty of struggle by the proletariat against the
bourgeoisie.

This reality of class antagonism, and the inevitability of class struggle,
provides the scientific basis for revolutionary optimism on the part of communists.

$



The class struggle between worker and capitalist does not have to be conjured

up -~ it objectively exists. It is this class struggle that makes it possible
for the working class to accumulate the experlences necessary to grasp :
communist ideas and to transform it into a revolutionary class. (See pp. 43-46

of The Manifesto for more on the development of the proletariat as a revolutionaxry
class. - v - : ) '

2, pp. 33-3. ‘We see...how the modern bourgeoisie is itself the product of
a long course of development, of a series of revolutions in the modes of pro-
duction and exchange."

According to the viewpoint of historical materialism, the origins of
classes can be found in the development of production. Just as the: underlying
issue behind political and ideological struggles is the struggle between classes,
so it is production which underlies the development of classes. As Engels
explains in Fuerbach and the End of Classical German Philosophy:s "“Bourgeoisie
and proletariat both arose in consequence of a transformation of the economlc
conditions, more precisely, of:the mode of production. The transition, first
from guild handicarafts to manufacture, and then from manufacture to large=scale
industry, with steam and mechanical power, had caused the development of these
two classes.” ‘

3, pp. W-35, “...each step in the development of the bourgeoisie was accom-
panied by a corresponding political advance of that class."

Historical materialism maintains that the superstructure of society
(including the politics and the ideas of society) more ar less reflects the
material base of society -- the way in which production is carried out and
the class relationships that derive from production. When the material base
undergoes changes, this in turn tends to produce changes in politics and
ideology. ;

This general theory is confirmed by the facts of the rise of capitalism
out of feudalism: The 13th through 18th centuries in Europe sees an unprec-
edented development, first of commerce, then of industry. Corresponding to
these changes in production and exchange is the rise of the bourgeosie. Each
qualitative development of the bourgeoisie sooner or later expresses itself
in corresponding changes in the extent of political power held by that class.

Let's describe these political changes in more detail, drawing on the
history of the rise of capitalism.

a. Rise of self-governing medieval towns. In the 12th and 13th centuries,
many towns developed based on trade and small crafts. The craftsmen and
merchants both organized themselves in associatlons called guilds.

These towns were at first under the thumb of the feudal lords (the nobility)
who owned the land in the surrounding countryside. The rising commercial boux-
geolsie of the towns came into increasing conflict with the nobility. Just
about anything the bourgeoisie did required getting the lord's permission and
paying him a fat fee. The nobility made and enforced the laws, laws hardly
suited to the affairs of business. The lords imposed numerous taxes, taxes
which only served lavish life styles or financed destructive wars.

Despite the oppression of the new bourgeoisie, it galned much wealth.
With this wealth, it bought freedom from the feudal permissions, fees, and
obligations. In addition, it allied with the craftsmen and working people of
the towns, and sometimes with the oppressed serfs, to rebel against the power
of the nobility. In some cases, the towns organized their own armies to fight



these battles. The fortunes of both nobility and bourgeoisie rose and fell,
but within a couple of centuries, most of the towns had wonconsiderable free-
dom from feudal rule. Nevertheless, feudal Privileges remained, particularly
in certain countries such as France, where it took the Revolution of 1789 to
wipe them out once and for all. ‘ '

‘ b. Rise of the nation-states. The next stage in development of the
bourgeoisie’s political power came about as part of the rise of nation-states
ruled by powerful kings or monarchs. During the Middle Ages, the Kings were
little more than the biggest feudal lord. They had to depend on the nobility
for military support and lacked the power to unite all the lords under their
rule. Each lord was instead a ruler unto his own in the area under his control,
exacting his own fees and taxes, enfarcing his own laws, and maintaining his
own armies. '

The Kings saw in the increasingly wealthy merchant class a way of assert-
ing political control over the nobility. For its part, the rising bourgeoisie
saw an alliance with the Kings as a way of strengthening their own political
Pbosition.

The bourgeoisie and the Kings shared a common interest in a strong national
government that could impose one set of laws and support one strong national
army. The memchants wanted to see order and security replace the constant
warring and pillaging of feudal armies. It wanted to eliminate the great variety
of local tolls and taxes imposed by every feudal lord, which were a great ob-
stacle to internal trade within the country. And they wanted a strong national
government and army to support their efforts to establish supremacy in rapldly
growing international trade.

These interests of the bourgeoisie corresponded to the desire by the Kings
for greater power and wealth. The Kings could use the wealth of the merchants
to establish strong standing armies trained in the use of gunpowder and cannon.
These armles could defeat the inferior armies of the feudal lords. Once in undis-
puted control of their countries, the absolute monarchs could continue to raise
money from the bourgeoisie -- many of the main wars and overseas explorations
were financed by giant banking houses like the Fuggers, who made lots of money
as well as gaining political influence from these loans.

On the basls of this alliance between the rising bourgeoisie and the Kings,
absolute monarchies established themselves in a number of countries, thus weak-
ening the power of the nobility and increasing the power of the merchant class.
The monarchies granted trade monopolies for the bourgeoisie and fought for the
supremacy of their own national bouxgeoisies in world trade. The merchants
in turn gave their political loyalty to the status quo, defending the mon-
archies against further revolutionary challenges.

c. English Civil War and French Revolution. While the richest sections of
the commercial bourgeoisie became a conservative force propping the monarchies,
the new rising industrial bourgeoisie found themselves in fundamental conflict
Wwith the monarchies. These conflicts were resolved through great Revolutions --
especially the English Civil War in the 17th century and the French Revolution
in the 18th. On the surface, these Revolutions were fought over different
religious or political philosophies. However » underlying these different
ldeological justifications for these Revolutions were the class interests of
the rising bourgeoisie.

The overriding concern of the emerging industrial bourgeoisie could be
summed up in the slogan 'Free Trade." 'Free trade” had to be seen in relation
to the restrictions and regulations imposed by the Ionarchie‘s and the remnants



of feudalism.

In England, “Free Trade" was particularly directed against the trade
monopolies held by a small handful of the richest merchants. The monopolies
drove down the prices of industrial products bought from English producers,
then sold them at artificially high prices in foreign markets. They could do
this because of their monopolization of the market.

This cut into the profits of the industrial bourgeoisie in two ways -- both
by cutting the price received for their products, and reducing the total demand
far their product on the foreign market because prices were so high. In
addition, the super-profits made by the monopolies in foreign trade meant that
capital flowed into ixsde where the highest rate of return could be earned,
instead of into industry where the return was lower,

The issue of the trade monopolies was fought out in the knglish Civil
War. One of the effects of Cromwell's victory over King Charles I was to
eliminate these monopolies and therefore open the way for development of indus-
trial capitalism.

In addition to opposing the trade monopolies, the issue of Free Trade
concerned the elimination of a whole range of restrictions on production imposed
by the craft guilds, which had long since been incorporated into the feudal
order, and by the monarchies themselves. These restrictions were felt partic-
ularly keenly in France before the Revolution. According to Huberman's Man's

Worldly Goods:

"Industry in France was surrounded by such a network of "musts" and

“must nots" with a network of meddling inspectors who enforced the troublesome
regulations that it is hard to understand how anything got done at all. (Craft)
guild rules and regulations were bad enough. They continued in farce, or in
their place came government regulations even more minute...Could a manufacturer
of cloth, for example, make any kind of cloth he pleased? He could not.

Cloth had to be such and such quality and exactly so long. Could a hat manu-
factwrer cater to public demand by producing hats made of a mixture of beaver,
fur and wool?" He could not. He could make either all-beaver or all-wool
hats, but nothing else. Could a manufacturer use a new and perhaps better
kind of tool in the production of his goods? He could not. Tools were to be
a certain size and shape and the inspectors came around to see that they were
Just that.”

Similarly, the guilds strongly resisted the rising capitalists’ efforts
to introduce a division of labor into their work, or to otherwise reorganize
rroduction methods in the interests of greater efficlency. And they resisted
capitalists' attempts to farm out work to cheaper and more pliable non-guild
labor. The craft guilds had monopolized production for many centuries, and
they wanted to keep it that way. These guilds had to be troken if the new
rroduction methods of rising capitalism were to make headway.

Another issue of concern to the rising bourgeoisie was less taxes for
themselves and less spending by the state. On the one hand, the monarchies
went easy on the .nebility, while taxing the bourgeoisie heavily. In addition.
to:taxes by the monarchy, many of the burdensome taxes imposed by the nobility
and the Church in the Middle Ages still remained. On the other hand, the
state spent money on a lavish scale. This foolish and wasteful spending to
support the conspicuous luxury of the nobility was not only financed by the
taxpayer, it threatened the loans of the bourgeoisie which it feared would not

be repaid.
When the French Revolution finally came, it wiped away the political power



of the nobility or landed aristocracy much more decisively than had the Eng-
lish Civil War of a century earlier. The English Civil War resulted in a
compromise between the rising bourgeoisie and the aristocracy. This helps
explain some of the aristocratic forms that have continued on even to the
Jresent day in England -~ the Queen of England, the House of Lords, etc. On
the other hand, the French Revolution dealt a knockout blow to the feudal
system. Marx viewed this Revolution as the culmination of the political
movement of the bourgeoisie for power.

d. Protestant Reformation. Marx and Engels identified 3 major upheavals
on the path to power by the bourgeoisie. 2 were the English Civil War and
French Revolution. The third was the Protestant Reformation -- the revolution
against the Catholic Church.

Bourgeols history tends to portray the Protestant Reformation and the
wars that accompanied it as purely religious bickerings. Certainly, both
sldes believed in their own religions. But the conflict reflected underlying
class struggles between the rising bourgeoisie (under the banner of Frotestant-
ism) and the dying feudal classes.

In the first place, the Catholic Church was part of the ruling feudal
classes. In the Middle Ages, the Church owned between 1/3 and 1/2 of all
the land in Europe. On its own lands, it held onto its feudal privileges
as long as 1t could. It bitterly opposed the serfs who wanted freedom from
feudal obligations (such as free labor services and numerous fees) and it
imposed burdensome taxes on both commerce and the land. There were ma jor
Peasant rebellions directed against the Church as early as the i4th centwry --
for example, the Wat Tyler rebellion of 1381.

In addition, the rising bourgeoisie had to get rid of the Church as the
chief ideological prop of feudalism. As Engels pointed out in The Peasant

War In Germanys ‘

“In the hands of the clergy, politics and jurisprudence, as well as other
sclences, remained hranches of theology .s. The dogmas of the church were at
the same time political axioms, and Bible quotations had the validity of law
in every cowrt.... This supremacy of theology in the realm of intellectual
activitles was ... a logical consequence of the situation of the church as
the most general force coordinating and sanctioning existing feudal domination.

“It is obvious that under such conditions, all general and overt attacks
on feudalism, in the first place attacks on the church, all revolutionary, sociai
and political doctrines, necessarily became theological heresies. In order
to be attacked, existing social conditiens had to be stripped of their aureole
of sanctity."”

The religious protest against the Church took 2 forms, depending on its
class base. One was more radical, associated with the peasant revolts of the
14th century onward. The other was more conservative, associated with the
rising bourgeoisie of the towns. Given the political strength of the bowrgeoisics
compared to the peasantry, it was the conservative form of Protestantism that
rrevailed, while the radical farms were crushed. The version of Protestantism
known as Calvinism was particularly suited to the interests of the bourgeoisie.
Calvinism maintained a democratic church structure, which corresponded to the
need of the bourgeoisie to treak down feudal hierarchies. It upheld thrift and
hard work. And it asserted that profit-making was serving God. It was under
the banner of Calvinism that the Cromwell Revolution was fought in England.



(Note: Much of the previous history is based on a very readable book on
the rise of capitalism, Man's Worldly Goods by Leo Hubermen. FKFor a more in-
depth trgatnent of the subject, see Dobb, Studies in the Development of Cap-
italism.

4. pp. 35~39, “The bourgeoisie, historically, has- played a most revolutionary
part.”

Marx viewed the bourgeoisie as playing a progressive, revolutionary role
in historical development. This did not mean he liked capitalism, or supported
the cruelties capitalism perpetrated. He was above all a revolutionary commit-
ted to the overthrow of capitalism. But he recognized that while capitalism
now plays a reactionary role in holding back social development, its original
emergence was an historic step forward on the path toward achieving communism.
Let's discuss just two of the ways this is so.

First, it btrought about incomparable development of the productive forces
of society. For the first time, the material basis existed to meet the needs
of all humanity. For the first time, the abundance could potentially be
created to make possible a human rather than animal existence for the world's

peoDple.

Previously, the productive capacity of earlier modes of production was so
limited that only a minority could live at above a subsistence level. This
minority extracted the surplus production above subsistence for their own
use, based on their ownership of the means of production. The function of
the state in these class societies was always to defend the property of this
minority against yhe challenges of the oppressed majority.

But with the rapid development of the forces of production rought about
by capitalism, a new stage of human development appeared on the horizon. The
potential now existed for producing a sufficient surplus that an entire people
could live in abundance, not just a small minority. For this reason, the
potential also existed for creating a classless society. And without the
existence of classes, the whole basis of the state as a repressive apparatus
for the rule of one class over another would disappear.

Of course, this potential has not and cannot be realized under capitalism.
Capitalism 1s severely restricted in its ability to develop the productive
forces. But the development of modern industry lays the basis far these devel-
opments, once the proletariat takes ownership of the means of production out
of the hands of the bourgeoisie.

Secondly, capitalism also develops the basis for international solidarity
and for the eventual elimination of national barriers. As the Manifesto ex-
Plains, capitalism establishes markets in the most backward sections of the
world, destroying native industries, creating new needs, and drawing these
nations into international politics. These developments are qualitatively
heightened with the later development of imperialism, analyzed by lenin in
Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism. With imperialism, not only do
workers of the world have identical interests, but the basis ls established
for a united front against imperialism between the proletariat on the one hand
and the nations and nationalities oppressed by imperialism on the other. This
development of an international system lays the basls for eventual treakdown
of national differences and the establishment of one world communist system.

5, P. 39, “At a certain stage of the development of these means of production
and exchange ... the feudal relations of property became no longer compatible
with the already developed productive forces; they became so many fetters. They

had to be burst asunder; they were burst asunder . ”




This states a basic principle of historical materialism, applied to the
decline of feudalism and the rise of capitalism. As Marx explains in his
Prefase to The Critique of Political Economy:

"In the social production of their life, men enter into definite relations
that are indispensable and independent of their will, relations of production
which correspond to a definite stage of development of their material productive
forces. The sum total of these relations of production constitutes the econ-
omic structure of society, the real foundation, on which rises a legal and pol-
itical superstructure and to which correspond definite forms of social conscious-
ness ... At a certain stage of their development, the material Productive farces
of soclety come into conflict with the existing relations of production, or --
what 1s but a legal expression foar the same thing -- with the property relations
within which they have been at work hitherto. From forms of development of
the productive foarces these relations turn into their fetters. Then begins
an epoch of social revolution. With the change of the economic foundation
the entire immense superstructure is more or less rapidly transformed.”

As discussed above (Note # 3), feudal relations of property held back
both the development of widespread commerce or exchange and the development
of capitalist production. As a result, the bourgeoisie needed to challenge the
power of the feudal lords, the church, the craft guilds and the absolute
monarchies at various points in its development. Only in this way could
trade and then industrial production push forward. To do this, political
revolutions and wars were waged -- in the name of such principles as nationalism,
free trade, and religion. The results of these strugglegWere to free the
conditions for the further development of the capitalist mode of production.

6. _pp. 39-41, “The weapons with which the bourgeoisie felled feudalism to
the ground are now turned against the bourgeoisie 1tself."

This section explains how the same contradiction between rising forces
of production and outmoded property relations that led to the overthrow of
feudalism is now working to overthrow capitalism. The focus is on the inher-
ent tendency of capitalism to periodic economic crises.

Under capitalism, every manufacturer is forced to expand production as
rapldly as possible, to maintain their rate of profit and to compete with other
capitalists. At the same time, the system of exchange or distribution operating
under capitalism grows slowly. Capitalism seeks to limit wages as much as
possible -- this reduces the size of the market for capitalist production.

At the same time, capitalism always maintains a reserve army of the unemployed
which can be drawn into production when needed and thrown out of work when
not, and the existence of which keeps down the wages of those workers for-
tunate enough to have jobs. The exlstence of large numbers of unemployed
further limits the market for capitalist production. The end result: pro-
duction has a tendency to expand rapidly, while the market expands slowly,
causing perlodic crises of overproduction.

These crises seriously hold back the growth of the forces of production.
They show the basic irrationality of capitalism: here are forces of production
capable of meeting the basic needs of humanity, and here are unemployed workeis
desperate for jobs -- yet the machinery remains idle, because no profit can 7
be made by using it. The crises also demonstrate the inability of the bourgeoisis
to control its own mode or production -- they take place regardless of the will
of the capitalists, and nothing they do succeeds in preventing them from occurriii-
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This tendency to overproduction and crisis continues to operate under
capitalism. To see this, We need only look at the experience of the U.S.
in the last 50 years. After the Great Depression of 1929-33, the economy
Picked up to some extent, only to fall back in another depression ("recession")
in 1937-38. The only thing that picked up the economy from its crises of
the 1930s was the massive war spending of World War 1I. Then, since World
War II, there have been depressions of varying severity in 1949-50, 1953-54,
1957-58, 1960-61, 1969-70, 1974-75 and 1979-7.

The defenders of capitalism point out that it has found methods of cush-
ioning itself against the most severe forms of depression -- for example,
by means of heavy government spending to provide the demand that is otherwise
missing from the private market. This is true, it least temporarily. But
capitalism has only done this by creating for itself new contradictions -- such
as the chronic problem of inflation. Furthermore, the rrosperity of contem-
porary U.S. capitalism (to the extent it exists) is built on a house of cards -~
for example, extremely heavy indebtedness (which again increases demand, but
cannot go on forever). All the efforts of the capitalist state to eliminate
the economic contradictions and to tring the economy under control have falled.

As a result of economic crises, the growth of the forces of production is
seriously held back. In addition, capitalism holds back this growth in other
ways as well.

First, there is the general tendency not only to boom and bust, but in
the later stages of capitalism, to stagnation. Even in "normal” times, unem-
Ployment in the U.S. is an official 5-6% -- and these official figures seriously
understate the actual extent of unemployment. For particular groups, such as
oppressed national minorities, these figures are far higher. At the same time,
much industrial capacity goes unutilized, even in times of economic “progperity.”
Second, there is a tremendous amount of unproductive work that is done,
where both labor and machinery are utilized to produce not for the needs of
the people, but for the needs of the capitalists. Examples of this would be
the production of luxury ¢oods for the rich and the production of weaponry
to enforce imperialist domination. Other examples include dumping large
amounts of capital and labor into the effort to increase sales through advertis-
ing and product style changes. Still other examples include development of
a large management and state bureaucracy whose main purpose is to control the
warking class.

Third, much productive forces (including labor) are destroyed by wars
which are chronic features of capitalism. These wars result both from compe-
tition among the imperialist countries for investment outlets, markets, and
raw materials, and from imperialism's need to put down revolutions against its
rule on a worldwide basis.

7. _Pp. 41-473. “But not only has the bourgeoisie forged the weapons that
ring death to itself; it has also called into gxigﬁnce the men who are to
wield those weapons -~ the modern working class -- the proletarians.”

This section describes the development of the mroletariat -- capitalism's
“grave-diggers.” As the capitalists accumulate the means of production in
their own hands, and drive small producers out of business, a class 1s created
that can only make a living by selling their labor to the capitalist. The
capitalist in turn makes a profit only by paying labor less than the value of
its production -- by extracting surplus value. In general, labor gets pald
at the level of subsistence needed “for his maintenance and for the propaga-
tion of his race,” but nothing more.




At the same time, as modern industry develops, the worker becomes an
appendage of the machine. Jobs are lroken up into their minutest component
parts, to be perfarmed over and over again by the worker. A whole group of
People -- management -- is set up by the capitalist to organize this labor and -
to make sure it carries out production as efficiently as possible. In the
later stages of capitalism, a whole science of management is developed --
so-called "scientific management” -- which consciously robs workers of know-
ledge of the mrocess of production, further reduces the worker to a robot
whose job is to take orders, while management is given power to make all

decisions concerning the production process. (See Braverman, Labor and Mono
Capital, for an excellent description of scientific mmgement.i

The Manifesto also points out that as modern industry advances, the small
moducing classes (farmers, craftsmen) are largely destroyed, joining the
ranks of the mroletariat. Even the largest part of the bourgeoisie itself
is driven out of business and is thrown into the working class. This devel-
opment, which had advanced to a certain point in Marx's time, has now pro-
ceeded much further. The mroletariat was a minority at that time, even in
England where capitalism was most developed. Today on the other hand, a size-
able majority of the people in the advanced capitalist countries are mrole-
tarians. Far example, in the U.S., the last centwry has seen most small far-
mers forced off the land, coming instead to the cities looking for work. At
the same time, many independent craftsmen and small businessmen have been
squeezed out by the competition of big business. As a result, a much higher
proportion of the population is proletarian than a century ago. For this
reascen, the conditions for proletarian revolution are greatly matured today
compared to a century earlier. This will be even more the case in the future
when the various new (or relatively new) arrivals to the working class shake
off the consciousness produced by their former existente as small property .
boldmra and adapt to their new status as mémbers of .a elass without property --
the mroletariat.

8. Pp. 43-46. "The proletariat goes through various stages of development.”

This section shows how the proletariat develops into a class capable of
carrying out the socialist revolution which is its historic mission.

Some important points are made. First, it describes the development of
the class struggle from local, isolated struggles against a particular boss
to nationwide siruggles of an entire class directed at the entire class of
capiiz1ists. As it states, “Now and then, the workers are victarious, but only
100 8 ..w. 4he real fruit of their battles lies, not in the immediate result,
but in the ever-expanding union of workers."

Class struggle is a "“school for communism.” That is, it is on the basis
of the workers' own experience in struggle that they come to see the need for
soclalist revolution, that they grasp the ideas of communists. Further,
communists intervene in the spontaneous struggles of the working class, not
as an end in itself, but to help build the unity, organization, and conscious-
ness of that class. At first, workers engage primarily in localized, economic
struggles against one boss. But the aim is to develop class-wide political
struggles waged by a united working class against the entlre class of capitalish=.
The ultimate political struggle is socialist revolution.

Second, the Manifesto points out that the mroletariat grows stronger with
the development of capitalism. With the development of industry, the prole-
tariat increases in numbers, and is concentrated in large factories and in
cities. These changes glve it a greater sense of its own strength. In addition,
the development of national industry with its fostering of national means of



commmication, nationwlde compenies, and interdepeadent Production on a national
scale mrovides the basls for developing natjonal solidarity of warkers. It
also further increases the power of the proletariat -~ giving it, for example,
the power to shut down whels industries and in some cases (e.g., coal, steel)
to meverely affect the whole national economy.

Third, the Manifesto shows how a section of.the bourgeois intellectuals
"who have ralsed themselves to the level of comprehending thecretically the
histarical movement as a whole” -- the scientific socialists -- detach them-
selves from the ruling classes and "join the revolutionary class, the class
that holds the future in its hands. This group, whose understanding of
scientific socialism grows out of the class struggle of the mroletariat, in
twen brings this thecry to the working class struggle. It is this merger ar
fusion of sclentific soclalism with the class struggle of the proletariat
that 1s the essence of building a political party of the working class -- the
vanguard party -- capable of leading it to victery. :

9. _pp, 46-48, "Of all classes t 8 face to £ with the bourgeoisi

today, the proletariat alone is a really revolutionary class.”

Unlike the small producers such as peasants or independent craftsmen, the
Mroletariat has no property to protect. The small producing classes are fight-
ing a rearguard battle to prevent their extinction as classes -- to prevent
their being driven into the ranks of the proletariat. Though large sections
of these classes may be drawn into the proletarian cause, they do so not out
of their class interests, but out of recognition that the proletariat rerre-

. seats the wave of the future. But as a class, they are threatened by the abol-
ition of property, and see their liberation in preserving or extending their
tenuocus hold on the means of mroduction rather than establishing social owner-
ship. '

~ The lumpen-proletariat is also not a revolutionary class. The lumpen
are those who have adopted a criminal-parasitic existence as a way of 1ife =-
smali-time gangsters, pimps, drug pushers, beggers, etc. The life atyle of
the criminal lumpen temds tc promote extreme individualism, cynicism, and
ruthleseness. 'As a result, the lumpen has been subject Wistoricmlly to.the
bicdhibe.aind: Blaoknedd) of thé bourgeoishe, end’ . has supplied a large portion
of the informers, strikebreakers, per jurers and goons used to attack the
working clees movement. Nevertheless, there are also elements of the lumpen
. Who ean also become allies of the Iroletariat, deriving from their real :
oppression at the hande of society and the police =~ and some (like Malcolm X)

can give up the lumpen existence for a life of dedication of the peoples'
cause. . v ,

Not only is the moletariat a revolutionsry class, it is the first class
in history which, as a ruling class, would have an interest in ruling in
bishalf of the whole people. Frevious ruling classes only remresented minorities
in society -~ and acquired their wealth and msintained their power at the
expense of the majority. FPrevious ruling classes abolished earlier forms of
Irivate property, only to adopt new forms -- they did net do away with mrivate
Iroperty, and therefore with exploitation, itself. The mroletariat, however,
has no interests separate from those of soclety as a whole. Itd. interest is
i::la ownership by the whole society, not in private ownership by a particular
class. : ‘ '

A0, _pp. 48-49, “(The bourgeoisie's) fall and the victory of the proletariat

This section sumﬁn.rizes the historical necessity of the overthrow of cap-

valy,



italism by the proletariat. First, the bourgeoisie cannot provide for the
roletariat, even within the framework of wage slavery. The advance of wealth
for the few is carried on on the basis of the poverty of the many. Further,
the periodic economic crises of capitalism continually throws the proletariat
to the wolves, with no means of survival.

Second, not only does capitalism fail to meet the needs af the worker,
it also forges workers together as a class capable of leading a revolution.
It does this through the socialization of labor, the significance of which

1s excellently summarized by lenin in The Development of Capitalism in Russia:

“The socialization of labor by capitalism is manifested in the following
Trocesses. Firstly, the very growth of commodlty production destroys the
scatteredness of small economic units ... and draws together the small local
markets into an enormous national (and then world) market ... the higher
capitelism is developed, the stronger becomes the contradiction between
this collective character of production and the individual character of
appropriation. Secondly, in place of the former scatteredness of production,
capitalism creates an unprecedented concentration of it, both in agriculture
and iniindustry ... Thirdly, capitalism ousts the forme ef Personal dependence
that constituted an imalienable component of preceding systems of economy...

“Fourthly, capitalism necessarily creates mobility of the population,
something not required by previous systems of social economy and impossible
under them on anything like a large scale. Fifthly, capitalism constantly
reduces the proportion of the population engaged in agriculture (where the
most backward forms of social and economic relationships always prevail),
and increases the number of large industrial centers. Sixthly, capitalist
society increases the population's need for assoclation, far organization ...
capitaliem ... splits the whole of society into large groups of persons
occupying ddfferent positions in Production, and gives a tremendous impetus
to organization within each group. Seventhly, all the above-mentioned changes
effected in the old economic system by capitalism inevitably lead also to
o change in the mentality of the population. The spasmodic character of
economic development, the rapid transformation of the methods of production
and the enormous concentration of Production, the disappeswanee of all forns
of personal dependence and patriarchalism in relationships, the mobility
of the population, the influence of the big industrial centers, etc. -- all
this cannot but lead to a profound change in the very character of the
Producers ..., " ‘

P ARTA ND COMMUNISTS

This section Wiefly describes the relation of Communists to other
sections of the working class movement. Tt emphasizes that the interests
of Communists are the long~term interests of the working class itself. All
the actions of Communists must Proceed from an analysis of what best advances
the class struggle of the proletariat -- the struggle for socialism and for
the eventual creation of a classless society.

What does 1t mean to serve the long-term interests of the proletarian class
struggle? First, it means that the Communisis stand up for the interests of
the whole working class, not Just a narrow section of it. As internationalists,
Communists “tring to the front the common interests of the entire mroletariat,
independent of nationality.” The movement of the warking class within .a nation
must be guided by proletarian internationalism -- recognition of the identity
of interests of the workers and the oppressed peoples of the warld. It is
Particularly important within the U.S, -- the main enemy of the world's people --
to bulld support within the ' working class for the liberation movements of



nations oppressed by U.S. imperialism.

In addition, within a given country such as the U.S., the Communists must
struggle to overcome divisions within the working class and to build support
among the more privileged sections of the working class for the most oppressed
sections and for the liberatien struggles of oppressed nationalities and women.
As long as sections of the working class -- natlonal or international -- are
pitted against one another, the proletariat cannot achieve victory. Similarly,
a s0lid and untreakable tie between the working class movement and the liberation
movements of oppressed peoples is critical to overthrowing imperialism. It is
essential to strenuously combat any tendency toward opporiunism within the
proletarian movement -- to pYaeing the narrow interests of one section ahead
of the whole movement, to tail behind the prejudices that capitalism generates
within the working class for the sake of short-term gain or popularity.

Second, serving the long-term interests of the proletarian class struggle
means Wwinging a revolutionary strategy to the immediate struggles for reforms.
As the Manifesto states in a later section (p. 75)1 “The Communists fight for
the attainment of the immediate aims, for the enforcement of the momentary
interests of the working class; but in the movement of the present, they also
represent and take care of the future of that movement." Communists are the
most energetic fighters within the on-going struggles of the day -- but they
participate in a way that raises consciousness of the ultimate goals of the

_ . movement. Communists must "never cease, for a single instant, to instil into
the working class the clearest possible recognition of the hostile antagonism
between bourgeoisie and proletariat ..." (p. 76) However, the Communists also
“3o not set up any sectarian principles of their own" -- rather than the struggle
for reforms being contradictory to the struggle for revolution, it is the exper-
jence of the working class in the reform struggle that prepares it for the rev-
oluticnary struggle.

12, Pps 50. “The theoretical conclusions of the Communists are in no way
based on ideas or principles that have been invented, or discovered, by this

or that would-be universal reformer.”
This trief section summarizes the scientific basis of socialism. As Engels

explains in Socialisms Utopian and Scientific: "... the means of eliminating
the abuses (of a society) ... must also be present, in a mare or less developed
condition, within the changed relations of production themselves. These means

are not to be invented out of one's brain, but discovered by the train in the
. existing material facts of production.”

Socialism is not just a nice idea. It is the result of development of
material farces already existing in capitalism. First, it is a result of the
contradiction between the developing productive forces and the capitalist
relations of production which prevent those forces from serving the needs of
humanity. Secondly, it is the result of the development of a revolutionary
class -- the proletariat -- whose objective interest, whose strength, and
whose participation in a socialized process of labor provides the basis not
only for the overthrow of capitalism, but for the construction of socialism
and ultimately a classless society. The contradictions of capitalism leading
to the development of socialism exist in the real world, they do not come out
of our wishes for justice. It is this that distinguishes scientific soclalism,
or a materialist approach to socialism, from the utopian socialists that
dominated socialist thought prior to Marx and Engels.



13. _pp. g6-55. "You are harrified at our intending to do away with private
roperty.

fﬁ>tﬁis section, the Manifesto takes up bourgeois objections to the aboli-
tion of private property inherent in socialism. It shows the clear class bias
underlying these objections, which are still made in similar form today.

For example, the Manifesto points out that the bourgeoisie itself supports
the abolition of earlier forms of private property that occurred in prior
revolutions. Thus, it defends its own abolition of feudal Property as part
of the revolution against feudalism. Nevertheless, when it comes to the aboli-
tion of the newest form of private property -- capitalist property -- the
bourgeoisie is horrified. ' g

The Manifesto also points out that the concern exmressed for "freedom"
and “individuality” is actually concern for the freedom of the bourgeoisie
to accumulate property and seek profits ~- a "freedom" which is actually the
cemdition for the exploitation of the working class.

Further, the Manifesto explains that the concern for the rights of property
is actually a concern far the Property of only a small minority, since capital-
ism itself has already separated the masses of people from the means of produc-
tion they mreviously controlled as small farmers or craftsmen. And it demon-
strates that establishing social ownership of bourgeois property is not taking
vy wiagthing that really belongs to the bourgeoisie, as this property is
the produet of the collective labor of the working class as a whole.

the more .., all family ties are torn asunder, and their children transformed
into simple articles of commerce and instruments of labor."

This section takes up further bourgeois objections to communism -~ in
this case focussing on the family, education, and the role of women. The
Manifesto demonstrates the hypocrisy of the bourgeois position. The capitalists
attack communism for seeking to abolish the famlly and to exploit women when it
is the bourgeoisie itself whose soclety exploits women and has torn apart the
mroletarian family.

let’s first take up the claim that the Communists want to abolish the
family. To begin with, Communists do not seek to destroy family relations
as such. In fact, they stand for strengthening the family, on the basis of
relationships characterized by love and mutual respect. Communists also
recognize that the family is an important seat of resistance to capitalism,
helping to give the strength to the proletariat necessary to wage the class
struggle. They do seek however to abolish the bourgeois family, a family
characterized by male supremacy. Within the bourgeoisie itself, this male
domination is based on control of Property. Within the propertyless prol-
etariat, this pure form of the bourgeois family does not exist, but there
are stlll strong elements of male supremacy due to the influence of bour-
geols ideology.

A8 evidence of the Communist position on abolition of the family, the
bourgeolsie raises the spectre of the state taking education out of the hands
of the famlly. It fails to point out that capitalism itself seeks to educate
children on a social basis through the schools, rather than leaving education
to the individual family. Further, religion seeks to educate children,
according to a viewpoint that serves the interests of the bourgeolisie. So
too, capitalist culture exerts its influence on the working class, training



the proletariat "to act as a machine.” Socialism does not introduce social
education, but rather changes its class character, placing education in

the hands of the proletariat where it can be carried out in the interests of
the proletariat rather than those of the bourgeoisie.

The hypocrisy of the bourgeoisie's objections to "abolition" of the family
is shown by the way the mroletarian family is torn apart under the conditions
of capitalism. Children are forded into labor at an early age by economic
necessity, suffering a miserable existence. The means of support do not exist
to provide security for the family. Many cannot have families because they
cannot afford dependents, or are forced by economic conditions into prostitution.

Today in the U.S., the proletarian family is still unable to function
under the conditions of capitalism. Child liabor may have been eliminated, but
mrostitution continues and the family is still not able to provide security
for itself. The mressures of trying to survive on too little money drives
many families apart. Increasing hours spent working outside the home to make
ends meet Dlaces added pressures. on the family. Public policy actually en-
cowrages the treak-up of families -- for example, men unable to find work
(especially Black men and other oppressed nationalities) are forced to leave
home so their families can qualify for public assistance. The ideology of
sexism fostered by capitalism pits family members against themselves and makes
- pand good love relationships based on mutual respect difficult to find.

For all-of these reasons and others, the family is falling apart under capitalism.

Meanwhile, socliety as a whole takes little or no responsibility for the
functions of raising children, caring for the home, cooking, recreation, etc.
These functions are, after all, crucial ones for society. Yet capitalism forces
their entire burden to be borne by the individual family. Instead, socialism
would recognize the social character of these activities and support the famlly
with services such as free or inexpensive child care, eating halls and restaur-
ants, house cleaning, cultural and sports activities, vacation spots, etc.

The bourgeoisie also objects to Communist morality, claiming that Comm-
wnists advocate “a community of women." Again, this objection is totally
hypoeritical, when you consider that prostitution is an integral part of cap-
italist society, that the bourgeois conception of the family views women
as objects for sexual enjoyment, and that the bourgeaisie takes "the greatest
pleasure in seducing each other's wives." Furthermore, it completely distorts
the Communist position, which highlights the equality of women within the
family, seeks an end to prostitution, and which condemns the double standard
by which monogamy (relations with one partner) is preached for all and enforced
for women only to be consistently violated by men.

15. pp. 56-57. "The communists are further reproached for seeking to abolish

countries and nationality."

The Manifesto answers this criticism with three basic arguments. First,
capitalism itself is doing away with national differences, as described in
the Manifesto (pp. 37-38). So to accuse communism of being responsible for
this is hypoc hypocritical.

Second, united action by the revolutionary forces across national lines
is required for the victory of the proletariat. Marx recognized that any
revolutionary working class struggle in any given country of Europe would be
met by the opposition not only of the bourgeoisie of that country, but from
the bourgeoisie of the other countries. In the era of imperialism, such
united action extends beyond the advanced capitalist countries to the nations
oppressed by imperialism around the world. Success of the revolutionary struggle
in any given country, whether it be the proletarian struggles of the advanced
capitalist countries or the national liberation struggles of the countries
oppressed by imperialism, requires international solidarity.

Third, it is a goal of communism to overcome national divisions, to en-
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courage the voluntary union of nations, and eventually to create one world
communist soclety. The proletariat and oppressed peoples of the world have
no separate interests. The material basis for national differences is
rather the competition by the various national bourgeoisies for supremacy,
and the exploitation of one nation by another for the gain of the bourgeoisie.
The development of socialism eliminates this basis for national differences,
leading instead to mutual respect among nations and an end to national hos-
tilities. On this basis, international proletarian unity can be built, even-
tually eliminating national barriers. These barriers will then seem as anti-
quated as do the local divisions of feudal times (before the formation of the
great nation-states) seem today.

It should be mentioned that based on this understanding of the ultimate
goals of communism and the international dimension to the struggle for social-
ism, Communists have always organized themselves on an international basis
to whatever extent possible. The Communist Manifesto itself was originally
written as & proelametion of the views of the Communist League, an organization
with membership from all the Euwropean countries. Later on, the International
Workingmen's Association or First International was established, lasting from
1864 to 1872. This fell apart, but a 2nd International was later constituted.
This 2nd International in turn succumbed to reformism and its members supported
their own bourgeoisies in the the struggle among imperialist countries for
supremacy called World War I. At this point, revolutionary forces led by Lenin
and the newly victorious Russian Communist Party led the establishment of the
3rd International, which was the international center of revolutionary communism
until the early 1940s. ]

Today, there is no political basis at this time. for establishing another
international center of the communist movement. A prior task is to establish
some viable alternatives to revisionism and ultra-~leftism on a national scale.
But as these Parties establish themselves and are able to build some real
unity with one another, the basis will be laid for still another attempt to
create an international party of the proletariat.

16, _pp. 57-59. "The ruli.g ideas of each age have ever been the ideas of its
rulm c%l )

Here, the Manifesto examines the class basis of the various objections
that have been raised against communism in the preceding sections. 1t presents
an introduction to the historical materialist conception of the relation of
ldeas to preduction and to classes. The ideas of any epoch may be put forward
as universally true, but they are actually the ideas of a particular class, re-
flecting the particular conditions of production exlsting in a society.

For example, the bourgeois idea of "free trade" was developed in relation
to the restrictions on trade and production imposed by feudalism and the absoluts
monarchies. But while this was a revolutionary idea far that period, it be-
comes a reactionary ldea when it is raised as the basis for defending the righta
of the bourgeoisie to accumulate property and to do with it as they see fit.

Similarly, the idea that owmership should rest in the hands of private
individuals grows out of the individualized forms of production existing prior
to the rise of capitalism. Small farmers and craftsmen -- producing more or
less independently from the rest of society -- could genuinely say, "I pwoduced
this,” and claim ownership of it as a result. On the other hand, it does not
make sense for any individual to claim ownership with the growth of socialized
Froduction, when no one person can say "I produced this" because of the inter-
dependence of labor that characterizes not only a particular factory, but the
entire economy.



On the other hand, the concept of social or public ownership, which had
no basis for widespread support in the Middle Ages because of the domination
of the small prodjcers, now has a material basis within the working class due
to the conditions of soclalized production. The logical step for the worker
separated from the means of production individually and producing the goods and
services of soclety collectively is to think in terms of public ownership. as. the
way to resstablish control of the means of production. -

17. _pp. 59-61. The Communist program for transforming capitalism.

This section presents the communist program for transforming capitalism.
It points to the need for working class revolution to raise "the proletariat
to the position of ruling class, to win the battle for democracy." It goes
on to explain how this power must be used to "make despotic imroads on the rights
of mroperty,” to expropriate the means of production from the capitalists.

These ldeas foreshadow the development of the Marxist concept of the dic-
tatership of the rroletariat. The rule by the proletariat is a dictatorship
in the sense of imposing the class dictatorship of the working class on the |
bourgeoisie --just as the bourgeoisie imposed its own class dictatorship over :
the proletariat under capitalism. On the other hand, it represents the furthest
development of democracy for the proletariat itself and therefore for the whole
of society — for the first time, the large majority will rule rather than a
minority.

The Manifesto goes on to Wriefly explain how the development of socialism
will lay the basis for a classless soclety and therefore far the disappearance
of the state as it has been known historically -- as an apparatus for the dom-
ination (dictatorship) of one class over another. As Engels explains in Karl
Maxrx:

“This new conception of history (historical materialism) ... shewed that
all previous history moved in class antagonisms and class struggles, that there ‘
have always existed ruling and ruled, exploiting and exploited classes, and that
the great majority of mankind has always been condemned to arduous labor and 1
1little enjoyment. Why is this? Simply because in all earlier stages of devel-
opment of mankind production was so little developed that the historical devel-
opment could mroceed only in this antagonistic form, that historical progress’
as a whole was assigned to the activity of a small privileged minority, while
the great mass remained condemned to producing by their labor their own
meagre means of subsistence and also the increasingly rich means of the priv-
ileged. But the same investigation of history ... also leads to the r_ea.liza,tiorx
that, in consequence of the so tremendously increased productive forces of
the present time, even the last pretext has vanished far a division of mankind
into rulers and ruled; exploiters and exploited, at least in the most advanced
countries ...”
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I. IMPORTANCE OF THE IARGE, SOCIALIZED WORKFLACE.

What sections of those oppressed by capitalism will lead the struggle for
socialist revolution? Marx and Lenin after him looked first of all at the class
intereasts of working people. They emphasized that the proletariat was a thor-
oughly revolutionary class, while other working people (for example peasants)
were allies of the proletariit but were not consistently revolutionary.

The difference akgms from the.diffewent relation to the means of pro-
duction of the two classes. On the one hand, peasants still held on to their
'small plot of land. So despite having a stake in the overthrow of capitalism
as vppkéaged -varking peeple,' their opposition 1o caphtalism is compromised by
the property they hold and the petty bourgeois consciousness this creates.
Peasants are 1little capitalists with a perceived interest in the private
Property system, with hopes of getting additional land for individual production
as the means of solving their problems. In contrast, the proletariat has no
stake in jwévetsvpreperty, and therefore can look to socialism as the answer.

However, even within the gwroletariat itself, not all sectors have the
same potential for engaging in struggle and developing class consciousness.
All have an objective intarest in revolution. All are exploited and oppressed
by capitalism in a variety of different ways. But not all these forms of
oppression or exploitation can give rise equally to collective struggle,
mass organisation, and the development of revolutionary consciousness. Cap-
italism itself must provide a material basis for the development of struggle,
crganisation and consclousness.

In analyzing this material basis, Marxism-Leninimm pinpoints the social~
ization of production as the key factor that makes possible the development

of an organized and conscious workers movement. In Classes and Class Struggle
in the U.S., the POC summarizes the changes in capitallsm That trought aﬁut
this socialization of labor;

f...as the factary owners accumulated more and more wealth, two_ important
changes took place in the character of the productive Irocess. First, in order teo
establish a more efficient production and to produce on a greater scale for an
expanding market, production is concentrated. Instead of plants with ten or twenty
workers, factories are set up that employ thousands of people. Secondly, the divis-
ion of labor is extended. Rather than produce a complete product under a single
roof, factories are organized to produce one part that will eventually be used in
the final product assembled at a completely different location. The division of
labor is also applied to the activity of the workers. Specialization reduces the
workers task to a single and hmonotonous operation. These two changes in the divisien
of labor are called the socialization of production.
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“The development of large-scale. production and the socialization of production
are of profound importance to the workers movement. If a strike would take place
in a plant employing ten workers, it would be fairly easy for the factory owner to
fire all of them and hire ten unemployed workers off the street. Large scale pro-
duction changes this,thereby strengthening the position of the workers. In a plant
employing 10,000 workers or in industries like auto, electrical, and steel which
employ tens of thousands; it is virtually impossible for the capitalist to resist
working cless organization and struggle. This is proved by the fact that trade unions
in the U.S. and in most other countries are organized for the most part in large
industries, while in small shops unions are rare.

“The socialization of production also strengthens the fighting capacity of the
working class. In the early days of capitalism a strike at a single plant would have
little effect on the overall operation of the economy. Today, however, a strike
in a single plant, one that produces materials or parts for many other factaries,
can cripple an entire industry or even the whole system of production. Imagine
the effect of a ‘long strike in the ‘steel industry, for example."

This then explains some of the reasons for th¢ greater potential for militancy
and organization on the part of workers in large scale, socialized production. There
are other reagsons too. As lenin explains:

"...0n his own the worker is helpless and defenceless against the capitalist...
The worker has at all costs to seek means of resisting the capitalist, in ordexr to
defend himself. And he finds such means in organization. Helpless on his own, the
worker becomes a force when organized with his comrades, and is enabled to fight
the capitalist and resist his onslaught.

"Organization becomes a necessity for the worker, now faced by big capital.
But is it possible to organize a motley mass of people who are strangers to one
another, even if they work in one factory? (These are) the conditions that prepare
the workers for unity and develop in them the capacity and ability to organize...:
1) the large factory...completely treaks the tie between the worker and the land
and his own farm, burning him into an absolute proletarian. The fact of each farming
for himself on a patch of land divided the workers and gave each one of them a certain
specific interest, separate from that of his fellow worker, and was thus an obstacle
to organization. The worker's treak with the land destroys these obstacles.

“2) Further, the joint work of hundreds and thousands of workers in itself accus-
toms the workers to discuss their needs jointly, to take joint action, and clearly
shows them the identity of the position and interests of the entire mass of workers.
3) Finally, constant transfers of workers from factory to factory accustom them to
compare the conditions and practices in the different factories and enable them to
convince themselves of the identical nature of the exploitation in all factories, to
acquire the experience of other workers in their clashes with the capitalist, and thus
enhance the solidarity of the workers.” (Draft Program and Explanation)

Another important factor favoring the large workplace is that the class
relations of capitalism are most clearly revealed there, rather than being
hidden. The imperpersonal nature of the exploitation of the worker is clearer
in the large workplace than the small one where it's easy to blame the par-
ticular boss. Paternalistic relations ("the boss is a nice guy") are more
easlly established and maintalned in the small workplace. The wealth of the
large capitalist also makes a lie of company claims that "we can't affard it,"
while often this seems to be a legitimate claim in a small company.

onthef zspect that should be mentioned here is the strategic nature of
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the large workplace as a result of the socialization of production. As mentioned
before, the shutting down of one plant or one industry can in many cases have a
decisive effect on the entire economy. [FR The ability to shut
down production, to shut off the flow of profits to the capitalist, and to cause
the entire economy to grind to a halt is a crucial lever of power in the hands

of the warking class.

As a result of all the reasons mentioned, Communists.should concentrate
their forces on the large, socialized workplace as a major priority.

(Notes In discussing the large, socialized workplace, We are referring
not only to factaries, but also to large hospitals, offices, etc. In Lenin's
time, the main form of socialized production was the factory. Since that
time, there has been a major developrment of clerical and service sectors
in the advanced capitalist countries, parts of whdch are increasingly organ-
ized in a socialized form. There are good argumemts to be made that the
rroduction sector is still the leading sector of the working class, but the
importance of the newer sectors is rising and should not be neglected. For

more on this, see H1ll, Class Analysis: United States in the 1970s.)
CIASS CONSCIOUS .

Let's get more specific about the process by which workers in the
large, socialized workplace develop class consciousness. At the initial
stages, these workers do not have an understanding of being part of a class
vhitse historic mission it is to overthrow capitalism. Rather, they are
first drvawn in to struggles around thelr own immediate needs, without having
a class-wide understanding. However, the experiences of these struggles pro-
vides the basis for developing greater class consciousness. As lLenin
explainss

"Every strike reminds the workers that their Position is not hopeless, that
they are not alone...In normal, peaceful times the worker does his job without a
mumur, does not contradict the employer, and does not discuss his condition.
In times of strikes he states nis demands in a loud voice, he reminds the employers
of all their abuses, he claims his rights, he does not think of himself and his
wages alone, he thinks of all his workmates who have downed tools together with him
and who stand up for the workers' cause, fearing no privations. Every strike
means many mrivations for the working people...Despite all these sufferings, the
workers despige those who desert their fellow workers and make deals with the
employers. Despite all these sufferings, brought on by strikes, the workers of
nelghboring factories gain renewed courage when they see that their comrades have
engaged themselves in struggle. *People who endure so much to bend one single
bourgeois will be able to hreak the power of the whole bourgeoisie', said...Engels:-.

"What a great moral influence strikes have, how they affect workers who see that
their comrades have ceased to be slaves and, if only for the time being, have

become people on an equal footing with the rich!...It has often happened that befoxrc
a big strike the warkers of a certain factory...knew hardly anything and scarcely
ever thought about socialism; but after the strike, study circles and associations
become much more widespread among them and more and more workers become socialists.

“A strike teaches workers to understand what the strength of the employers and
what the strength of the workers consists in; it teaches them not to think of their
own employer alone and not of their own immediate workmates alone...It often happeils
that a factory owner does his best to deceive the workers, to pose as a benefactor,
and conceal his exploitation of the workers by some petty sops or lying promises.

A strike always demolishes this deception at one blow by showing the workers that
their "benefactor” is a wolf in sheep's clothing.
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“A strike, moreover, opens the eyes of the workers to the nature, not only of
the capitalists, but of the government and the laws as well. Just as the factory
owners try to pose as benefactors of the workers, the government officials and their
lackeys try to assure the workers that the ... government (is) equally solicitous
of both the factory owners and the workers, as justice requires. The worker does
not know the laws, he has no contact with government officials, especially with
those in the higher posts, and, as a consequence, believes all of this. :

"Then comes a strike. The public Prosecutor, the factory inspector, the police,
and frequently the troops appear at the factory. The workers learn that they have
violated the law: the employers are permitted by law to assemble and openly discuss
ways of reducing workers' wages, but workers are declared criminals if they come
to a joint agreement!...It becomes clear to every worker that the ... government
is his worst enemy, since it defends the capitalists and binds the workers hand
and foot...Every strike strengthens and develops in theworkers the understanding that
the government is their enemy and that the working class must prepare itself to
struggle against the government for the peoples’ rights.” (From On Strikes)

Of course, this is describing the experience of Russian workers at a particular
time of history, and there are some differences with our own situation. Only some
strikes today have this kind of explosive character. Also, the obstacles to
aciuiring socialist consciousness out of the experience of strikes and contact
with Communists are greater in the U.S. today than in Russia in 1900 -- bour-
geols ideology is much stronger in owr warking class, reformist political and
trade unlon channels are available as alternatives to the U.S. warkers, and
owr commmist movement is less developed than in Russia.

Nevertheless, the basic point being made (that workers learn from and become
open to new ideas from the experience of mass struggle) is a universal one. And
even many of the specifics apply to today. From militant collective struggle, workers
do learn about their own power; they do develop a certain degree of class solidarity
(at least with fellow workers in the same shop) in the course of the struggle; soms
do become more open to or interested in socialism if socialists play an important
role in the struggle; they do learn the true nature of the capitalist if there was
any quastion about that before; they do learn the role of the government in supporting
the employer, which therefore opens up minds to the need for the working class to
influence affairs of state.

A successful struggle can overcome peoples' sense of powerlessness (“you can't
fight city hall") and apathy by showing that if people stick together and fight
back, they can win. Being involved in a struggle together can also help people
to overcome the petty differences and isolation they feel with one another. It can
sometimes even play a role in combatting racism, sexism, or other forms of chauvinism

as people come to see the necessity of reaching out to build the unity needed to defeat

a common enemy. Also, challenging authority helps people to overcome the timidity
and deference to autharity that is an aspect of most peoples' consciousness.

In the course of struggle, natural leaders emerge who are most committed
to pushing the struggle forward, and are generally most open to the various lessons
that can be drawn from the struggle. These leaders can become the active core of
the mass movement needed to give that movement staying pow r, They are the
people who take the struggle most seriously, and therefof341he workers who will
generally be most open to political lessons drawn from the struggle -- about
the need for class unity; the nature of the government; the role of communists;
who are our allies and who are our enemies (for example, what newspaper supports
the struggle and what newspaper opposes it); etc. , '

It should be mentioned that the lessons learned from economic struggle are
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not automatic ones. Spontaneously, there is only so much that people will learn

on their own. The economic struggle provides the necessary experiences for learning,
but it is up to Communists and the more advanced sections of the working class

to draw the lessons out, to build on that experience.

Also, the leap in consciousness that occurs during the peak of struggle
among the mass of workers is not fully retained during the lull period
that often follows. It is the most advanced who generally will internalize the
new consciousness to the greatest extent, and even they will tend to slip back
into eynicism. However, the lessons of the experience will not be last if
Commmists consciously draw out these lessons and work closely with workers
to help consolidate as much of the class consciousness gained as possible.

One. point that should be stressed here is the impartance of serious. communist
participation in mass struggles as a way of winning the respect and trust of the
people. The great majority of workers -- advanced as well as average -- will not
be attracted to communism on the basis of ideas alone. Rather, they will be attractea
by communism in action. If communists can play a leading role in the struggles of
the warking class, can establish themselves as the most energetic fighters for
the needs of the people, and can help move the struggle farward, they will win respect
and prestige among the workers. Among the average warkers, this positive experience
with ‘the role of communists will help ltreak down deeply ingrained anti-communism and
mistrust, leading to their viewing communists as playing an important role in the
movement. Anong the advanced workers, this positive experience will be a source of
attraction to communism -~ they will develop an interest in the organization and 1deas
behind all of this great practice.

It should also be added that the experience of participating in and leading
struggles is an educational process for the party (or revolutionary organization)
and its cadres. As the Communist International put it in 1921: "It is only by this
daily detailed work, by constant devoted participation in all the struggles of the '
rroletariat that the communist party can develop into a communist party...The conscio
and devoted participation of the entire mass of the party membership in the school
of the daily struggles and disputes of the exploited against the exploiters is...
indispensable...It is only leadership of the working masses in the unending small
vwars against the onslaughts of capital that will enable communist parties to become
the vanguard of the working class, learning in practice how to lecad the proletariat...

In describing the development of the workers' movement from a lower to
higher level, Lenin employed the concepts economic and political struggle.
Economic struggle generally refers to a group of workers struggling to defend
their immediate economic interests against a single capitalist or group of
capitalists. Examples would be workers in a shop struggling for higher pay
or better conditions. ' e

In contrast, political struggle is the struggle of workers against the cap-
italist class and its government to meet the needs of the working class as a
vwhole. Rather than being a local or sectional struggle that is mainly of concern
to a particular group of workers, this is a struggle of significance to the entire
working class.

Let's look at a concrete example to contrast economic and political struggle.
The struggle of one union for a shorter workweek in their industry is an economic
struggle. The union strikes for something that will benefit its own members.
However, let's say a national rank and file caucus in that union got together with
other caucuses, mrogressive locals, and progressive unions to launch a struggle
against the government for a 6 houwr day for all workers. This would be a political
struggle. Workers as a class are fighting the government -- the representative
of the capitalist class -- for their class interests.
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This is an example of an economic struggle being raised to a higher level
political struggle. However, most political struggles do*not center around
economic reforms at the workplace. Other kinds of political struggles include:.
the fight to preserve affirmative action; the struggle for a good national
health insurance plan; the movement to stop nuclear power; the struggle against the
U.S. role in Southern Africa; and many more. ‘

Political struggle is generally a more conscious form of struggle than
economic struggle. At first, it is usually the most advanced workers who will
participate in political struggles. However, over the long run, the working
class movement as a whole must become a class conscious movement orposed
t6 the capitalist class, fighting for the most significant needs of the working
class. Ultimately, this ‘means fighting to overthrow capitalism and the bourgeois
state, replacing these with socialism and a state of the working class ~- the
dictatorship of the proletariat. '

Our task as communists is to transform what is now a movement of workers
around immediate economic needs (and not a very developed movement at that)
into a movement of the working class around significant political issues. We
want to transform a relatively spontaneous, unconscious movement into an
increasingly class conscious one. Taking up political struggles will both be
an expression of higher consciousness and a factor in developing such consciousness,
since struggles around htroader political issues usually afford more opportunities
for learning class lessons, establishing class solidarity among different sections
of the warking class, etc. than narrower economic struggles.

So political struggles are a higher farm of struggle, and owr strategic

goal is to raise economic struggles to the level of political struggle. However,
this does not mean we can ignore the economic struggle. Especially at this stage,
the economic struggle is essential for activating the mass of workers. The average
worker needs the experience of economic struggle as a foundation for making the leap
to mass political struggle.

Lenin summarized it this way: 'For the socialist, the economic struggle serves
as a basls for the organization of the workers into a revolutionary party, for the
strengthening and development of their class struggle against the whole capitalist
system.” And he continues: "(If) the economic struggle is taken as something
complete in itself, there will be nothing socialist in it . . .

In Lenin's various writings on the economic struggle, he emphasizes both of
these aspects. For example, in On Strikes (clted earlier), lenin writes about
hew strikes around economic demands are a "school of war,” and he details the
lessons workers can learn from the experience of strikes. In other words, strikes
provide a great opportunity for developing workers' class consciousness. On the
other hand, he also writes that “a school of war is not the war itself." Every
strike may build workers' consciousness and may result in improved conditions, but
the basic problems of the working class will only be solved by developing a political
movement, led by:a'political party composed of class conscious workers, which will

fight for workers as a class and ultimately for the overthrow of capitalism.
I11. THE TMPORTANCE OF UNIONS.,

In analyzing the priority forms of struggle for Communists to engage in,
We need to look at what kinds of mass organizations are most important for that
struggle. Chief among the mass organizations where workers can be found in
struggle are the trade unions. -

The reasons for the importance of unions for the working class struggle are
as follows. First, unions are mass organizations composed entirely of workers,
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in contrast to mixed-class based organizations. As such, every member of a union
has an objective interest in building a class struggle union and in fightingfor
socialist revolution.

Second, unions are rooted in large-scale production, where class struggle
1s inevitable. The objective contradictions of capitalist vs. worker compel
workers to struggle, and their basic situation allows them to fight back. There
is no other mass organization that is rooted in a situation where class struggle
is 80 necessary, possible and inevitable.

Third, unions are the mass organizations where we will find the greatest
numbers of advanced workers -- workers who are leaders in the class struggle and
who are attracted to Communism. As explained earlier, the conditions of large-
scale, soclalized production and of the class struggle that results from these
conditions lead to the development of a greater level of class consciousness.

It should be atressed here that Black workexs are partloularly concentrated in
large-scale, socialized, and unionized production -- the steel and auto industrics
being 2 prime examples.

Fourth, unions are the largest and most powerful mass struggle organization.
There are far more members of unions than any other struggle organization. The
laxge membership paying regular dues trings tremendous amounts of funds into
unions -- funds to pay organizers, legal and research staff, negotiators, lobbyists,
etc., as well as financing strike funds and political campaigns.

Unlons are in a position to influence the ideas of large numbers of people --
not only millions of union members, but also the Public through their contact
with union members and union education efforts. Their members can be mobilized
to go out into the community to campaign for issues or candidates. .Even with the
Present mistrust of union leaders on the part of union members and the public,
unions today still have a lot of public influence.

Unions have the unique position of being rooted in the workplace, which means
they have the power of shutting down production. A large industrial union in an
industry like steel or mining can have an enormous public impact. The ability
to shut down production gives unions a method of putting enormous pressure on the
companies. Short of full shut-downs of production, slow-downs, overtime refusals,
putting out low-quality production, not cooperating and other methods can also
be used by unions to wield power.

For all of these reasons, if we are looking to participate in a stable, lars=.
and potentially powerful mass organization, wherr the opportunities for class
struggle and developing class consciousness are most likely, then unions are oir

best bet.

These arguments summarize more than a century of experience with the workivi;
class movement both internationally and in the U.S. Unions are practically a
universal form internationally. Wherever industry has developed, unions have
followed. Despite tremendous opposition by the bourgeoisie -- including use of
armed vliolence -~ unions have been able to become a recognized fact of life in
almost all capitalist countries.

The strength of the impulse toward unionism can be seen in our own history.
Massive strikes to unionize the working class were beaten down again and again,
through a combination of violence, racial and ethnic divisions, starving people
out, etc. Varkers may have reverted back to inactlvity after these defeats, but
they always came back that much stronger. Finally, the sit-down strikes of the
19308 lroke the back of basic industry.
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In these struggles, the Communists played a crucial role. They had
recognized in the 1920s, even while the class struggle was generally at a low
ebb, that it was essential to focus work on the shops. As a result, the
Communist Party accumulated much practical experience, and rooted itself in
many of the most significant workplaces. Then, in the industrial upsurges of
the 30s, the Communists played key roles both as union organizers and as
workers within the shops. Known CP members were hired as union organizers by
even anti-communist union leaders, because they were the ones who had acquired
the most arganizing experience; the most contacts nationally and the most '
knowledge a8 a result of their years of hard work in the shops through thick
and thin. At the same time, CP shop concentrations that the Party had built
over the years played an important role in a number of organizing drives.

A good example is the key role played by CP and CP affiliated workers in the
in the Flint, Michigan sit-down strike that lroke the back of General Motors.

Not only are unions a universal form under capitalism, Communist Partiles
have almost always been able to gain a. foothold in the organized sections of
the warking class. The labor movement internationally is almost everywhere
s soclalist movement and in many places a Communist-led movement -- countries
3ike the U.S. where Communists are a relatively minor factor are more the
exception than the rule. BEven in the U.S., the Communist Party made signifi-
cant gains in developing influence within the working class as a result of
its work in the 1930s, It would have gained far more had the Party not hidden
44s ol Tole dn the struggle generally. downplaging the wirk of building support
Lo dibelf and for: Communist 4deas in favar of glmost exclusive emphasis on
tuilding suppert for the unions.

Right now, unions fight mainly for the narrow economic interests of théir members.
To the extent they enter the political arena, it is to back one variety or another
of capitalist politician. They play a weak or often backward role in the struggle
for class unity, for overcoming divisions between black add white, men and women,
etc.

But ouwr strategy for unions would transform them into real class struggle insti-
tutions. Not only would they fight consistently for the interests of thelr own
members against the company, not only would they provide the conditions
for union democracy. They would take up the struggle for the whole working class.
They would give support to the movements of minorities and women for cquality.

They would declare solidarity with working people all of the world, recognizing

the identity of interests between 3rd world peoples fighting against U.S. imperiilism
and workers in this country. At some stage, they would not only take up many of

the political issues facing the working class as a whole, but would support the
struggle for socialism itself. Communists would have to play a key role in

this transfarmation.

Class struggle unions could in turn play a key role in developing the
whole movement against imperialism. First of all, unions could become organiz-
ing centers for the entire working class and for all oppressed peoples. The
encrmous resources at the command of unions (people, money, ideological influ-
ence) could be utilized to organize political struggles of significance to the
people as a whole. At the same time, it could lend its support to the movements
of oppressed national minorities, of women, and to community struggles.

The economic and political struggles waged by unions in the course of
their development as class struggle institutions will train large numbers of
worker-activists and professional organizers. Both groups could supply mmph:
ofi;the necessary backbone of experienced organizers and agitators to conduct
cempaigns not only within the shops but outside the shops. In the course of
such campaigns, unions would also be able to conduct widespread public education
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around the issues -- both among its massive membership, and within the population
at large. Unions would support left newspapers to carry out such purposes,
as well as their own internal union newspapers.

Not only would unions be organizing centers for the working class. They
would also be political centers. Along with the Black Liberation Movement,
they would be the backbone of a mass political party of the working class and
oppressed peoples -- a Peoples Party. This party would represent a real al-
ternative to the capitalist parties within the electoral arena.

It should be pointed out that this crucial role for the unions does not do
away with the need for a Communist Party. The unions will still be mass organ-
izations, even after their political transformation. Members will not be
required to be Communists, or to subscribe to socialism. The committment
required for a Communist cadre would not be required of the union member.

The Communist Party is still required to provide direction far what are still
mags organizations -- the unions. Communists within the unions have to join
together to organize their independent communist work (work that is in advance
of the political unity of the united front as a whole). They need to develop
plans of action based on applying Marxist-leninist theory. They need to work
together to train themselves as Communists. Communists and their close allies
will provide the care of the class struggle union. Without their leadership,
the many pressures on any mass organization under capitalism to accomodate it-
self to that system or to backward ideas will be too much to resist.

Also, at the time of the revolution, or during pre-revolutionary explosions of
the working class, other revolutionary mass organizations will develop -- workers'
councils (or "soviets") -- that comprise the entire oppressed masses of a given
locality. Their tasks are to take control of the production, distribution, and
government in a glven area, and are viewed by the people as their government or

, authority. Unlike unions, workers' councils are not limited to people in a given
findunfry or occupation. They are set up in times of revolutionary upheaval, while
unions are produced in non-revolutionary periods. However, without long experience
in the development of class struggle unions, the working class will not be able to
create soviets at all. To quote the IWOC frade Union Question:

“There can be no gquestion of viable soviets except on the basis of a class
conscious and revolutionary proletariat, steeled in the class struggle. The prole-
tariat cannot develop to the higher levels of the class struggle without participating
and lemrning from the lower levels. The proletariat cannot construct sovicts
without first transforming the trade unions into revolutionary class struggle
organizations..."

In short, communists see enormous potential in unions, not only to lead workers
in the fight against their own company or industry, but to lead the entire working
class and oppressed in the fight against capitalism itself. Because of this poiiii:cd
potential and the resources unions can command, our strategic approach to buildins
the mass movement should be to place a particular priarity on developing a class
struggle union movement.

IV. ONS FOR IMPORTANCE OF WOR CE.

1. A crucial reason for rooting the party in the workplaces in the
necessdty of having a deep understanding of the moods and consclousness
of the workers. Only the closest contact with working class life can give us 7
the intimate understanding of the opinions and desires of the working class, constanily
changing, that is required to developing correct strategy and tactics.
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This is why the Communist International placed such an emphasis on establishing
factory cells (units of the party made up of workers concentrating work on a particu-
lar factory) as the organizational foundation of the party. To quote a 1924 Resolu-
tion of the Communist International on the organization of factory cells:

“The final goal of our party is thebverthrow of bourgeois rulec...the attainment
of communism. It's immediate task is to win over the majority of the working class
by active participation in the’daily struggle of the working masses and the leadership
of that struggle. This can be accomplished only by the closest association of
our party organization with the working masses in the factorjes.

“With this in mind, the third world congress of the Communist International
decided that factory cells were to be the foundation of the Commmnist larty.

“fhe experience of the Germany revolution (defeated with insufficient popular
support in 1923) has...shown clearly that, in the absence of cells based on the
factories and of close connections with the working masses, the latter cannot be
drawn Into the struggle and led, their moods cannot be rightly appraised, and the
moment most favorable to us cannot be exploited, nor victary won over the bomurgeolisie.’

It should be added that there is little comparison between the level of
contact and knowledge that is possible working side-by-side with fellow workers
40 hours a week or more, and that which can be developed by participation in a
mass community-based organization. We can ket to know people in a much more all-sided
way, to understand their inner contradic¢tions, to see people in action in a great
variety of situations, etc. ‘

2. Another reason for rooting the party in the workplacestggﬂﬁp help establish

the party's proletarian class stand -- its committment to the''**”"™'6f the working
class. Like any otber institution under capitalism, the party is subject bo many

bourgeois influences. There are many pressures to stray from the correct revolutionary
path, to sacrifice the long-term revolutionary needs of the working class for short

term gain and popularity (right opportunism), or for the sake of revolutionary
purity (left opportunism), Many methods exist for best insuring that the party
will take the correct path. None by themselves are guarantces,

but each increases the chances of success. And onc of these methods is rooting
the party in the shops and workplaces.

Having a proletarian class stand means seeing things from the point of
view of the working class, putting the interests of the working class and revolution
first, seaing to transform ourselves to better serve the revolution. Locating
ourselves within the workplaces will help ground us in working class realities,
and give us common ground and experiences so that we can view things from the
point of view of being inside the working class rather than outside.

3. Third, the only way to win the trust of the working class is to share
its life situation, and to work alongside of people every day. 1f factory workers
only see communists as something outside of the shop, the amount of trust they
will ° develop will have its limits. 1t's important that workers see communists
among their fellow workers, who they can get to know al a personal level and see
in action on a daily basis. This is neccessary to treak down many anti-communist
myths that are deeply ingrained, myths that are part and parcel of gencral antk-leader-
ship feelings that ppople have developed from being misled by countless politicians,
labor bureaucrats, etc.

1f workers are going to join the party in significant numbers -- something
that is critical to the party's success -- these personal ties and direct experiences
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with communists will even be more important. It's important that workers see that
the Party is made up of “"people like me,” that someone with a full-time Job, family
responsibilities, etc. can be a commuist activist, and so on. The communist
workers in the shop are also a tridge between the rank and file worker and the
full-time leadership of the party -- the trust the communist workers have for that
lkadership‘will help to build the trust of their fellow workers.

L4, Fourth, the workplace cell (if proper security precautions are taken) can
be a permanent link to the working class, even in times of repression. In a number
of fascist countries, communists have been able to continue work (of course,
to a more limited extent) by imbedding themselves in the shops, while activity
outside of the shop(leafletting, etc.% was next to impossible. As MWOC points out,
“the training in secure methods of leadership and concrete mass struggle against
the capitalists prepares the Party cadre for periods of illegality and repression.”

5. Fifth, the workplace focus is helpful both for the recruitment of new
cadres and the training of old ones. Within the workplace, it is possible to
have day-to-day contact, to see people in action on a daily basis, and to give
useful and knowledgeable feedback and criticism as a result. And because of the
opportunities for developing class struggle, the workplace provides extensive
opportunities for practical work and struggle on the part of communists. We can
get to know people better than we can in many community-based mass organizations,
which will improve our recruitment work.

. 6+ Sixth, focus on the workplace helps to insure the best possible class
composition of the Farty. Obviously, we will tend to recruit people from\§truggles
and mass organizations that we choose to get involved in. 1n the workplace, we
are most likely to find = - class conscious workers playing a leading role in the
class struggle. These are the most important people to recruit -- our priority.
They have a special role to play in development of a revolutionary working class
movement -- they are the road to reaching the rest of the working class. These
workers also have an important role to play in helping to establish the proletarian
class stand of the party, for the same reasons that rooting ourselves in the working

class is important.

W Ck.

Voarkplace-based struggles are not the only important struggles for
Communists to engage in. To focus solely on the workplace would lead to
economism -~ neglect of the political struggle. And it would be objectively
racist and sexist, neglecting the importance of building the Black Liberation
and Womens' Liberation movements which have their base in the community as
well as in the shops. ‘

As indicated earlier, Communists seek to build the political, class-wide
struggle of the working class, culminating in socialist revolutlion. This
struggle 1s omganized outside the workplaces, as well as inside. In fact,
struggle -- political struggles around the most significant issues facing
the warking class are largely centered outside the shops. Despite thils,
Communists must engage in these struggles, seeking to build the leadership
of the working class within them, while always tringing them into the ,
workers' movement to whatever extent possible. Otherwise, Communists would
be neglecting its task of taking up the most pressing questions facing the
working class, of defending the class interests of the proletariat, and in
80 doing would be failing behind the momentary sessciousness-of the working
elass while falling to care for the future of that movement.
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In addition, it is critical for communists to place a major focus on
bullding the liberation movememts of oprressed national minorities and women
and to generally take the lead in the struggle against racism and sexism
within the working class. The movements of oppressed nationalities have
& key role to play in the U.S. revolution. Without a solid alliance between
the working class movement and the movements of oppressed nationalities,
there will Be no revolution in the U.S. The Womens' Liberation movement -
also has a crucial role to play in the U.S. revolution. Similarly, the
divislons within the working class on the basis of race (especially) and
also of sex are the central obstacles to the development of the working
class movement, and must be overcome before a soclalist revolution is possible.

Yet, the liberation movements of oppressed national minorities and women
.and the struggles against racism and sexism cannot be built solely through
wigk in the shops. Struggles in the community around issues vital to national
mingeities and women (housing, police, education, welfare, etc.) are critical
to developing these movements. In general, many of the key struggles against
racism or sexism take place within the broader society, and are not limited
to a particular shop, union or industry. For communists to focus their work
entirely in the shops would therefore severely compromise the task of build-
ing the movements of oppressed nationalities and women. And by not contri-
buting to the struggles of these movements that take place outside the shops and
fighting for working class leadership within them, communists would be com-
rromising their ability to build support within the workers movement for the
full range of anti-racist and anti-sexist issues in capitalist society.
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ORGANIZATION OF THE FAFER

This paper divides America into four
basic classes. They are

1 Bourgeois Class

11 Petit-Bourgeois Class
"IITI  Proletariat
- IV Small Farmer Class

These four basic classes are defined by
their relationship to the means-of-produc-
tion. Each of these classes is broken down
iato two ox more sectors on the basis of re-
lationship to the means-of-production and
:qhsr factors. The classes and sectors are

£ I Bourgeois Class

--Monopoly Sector
. ==Lieutenant Sector
II Petit-Bourgeois Class
. ~=Business Sector
_==Managerial Sector
~-Professional Sector
" IITI  Proletariatw¥
==Semil-Professional Sector
~--0ffice Sector
-=Service Sector
-=Production Sector
~-Aged Sector
~=Excluded Sector
IV. Small Farmer Class
. . ==Freeholder Sector
--Tenant Sector

Throughout the paper (except for the
bourgeois class) the discussion of income,
and to some extent the definition of sectors,
will refer to the Bureau of Labor Statistics
(BLS) "budgets at three levels." Every year
the BLS publishes the amount necessary to
live at three standards of living. Although
they don't say 8o explicitly, the fact is
that their "LOWER" budget represents the
true definition of poverty, In other words,
anyone living on or under a BLS "LOWER" bud-
get is living in poverty, Likewise their
"HIGHER" budget marks the minimum necessary
for what is commonly thought of as a "Middle
Class" 1life style. That is, if your earnings
equal or exceed the BLS "HIGHER" budget, then
you can afford a comfortable, secure, "Amer-
ican dream" 1life style, The BLS "INTERMEDI-
ATE" budget represents a life style half way
between poverty end security., These budget
levels are updated every year on the basis
of changes in prices for the goods and ser-

viges necessary for these standards of living,

THE PROLETARIAT OR WORKING CLASS

The proletariat is composed of those
people who do not own or control the means
of production and thus have to sell their
laborpower to those who do owm the means of
production. Furthermore, members of the
working class are exploited. If they are
workers involved in the production of com-
nodities, the wealth they receive in the
form of wages is less than the wealth they
create by thelr labor, If they are engaged
in providing services for’a private employ-
er, the wages that they receive are less
than the amount their employer received from
his customer for the workers' services.

As can be seen in Tables 11 and 12,
the great majority of the laborforce in
America are members of the proletariat
(80.2%).

. P & o

The only system which can successfully
replace capitalism is socialism (social own-
ership of the means of production). The
foundation of this system has already been
built in that the means of production are
already largely socialized, that is, co-
operative and social as opposed to individ--
ual. Thus the proletariat, whose labor is
already socialized, is the only class that
2an provide the base and leadership for the
transformation of society into a socialist
society. While this does not exclude por=
tions of other classes from allying with
the working class, it must be clear that only
phe working class can provide the leadership

(b» o next {A(uac.)

NOTE ON THE INCOME STATISTICS USED IN THE PAFKR--- - —

The three standards of living for this
type of family in the fall of 1973 were
"LOWER"--$8,181; "INTERMEDIATE"--$12,626;
"HIGHER--$18,201. These figures are a
national average. Different urban areas
varied. The most expensive urban area in the
continental United States was the Boston area,
and the least expensive was Austin, Texas.

This paper divides the working class
into three strata: 1) The labor .aristg-
gracy stratup, defined as those workers sho
earn above the B.L.S. "HIGHER" standard of
living. 2) The middle stratup, defined as
those workers who earn between the B.L.S.
"HIGHER" and "LOWER' standards of living,
3) The bottom gtratum, defined as those
who earn less than the B.L.S. "LOWER"
standard of 1living. Table 41 shows the
relative size of each stratum,

G)



in overthrowing the bourgeoisie and capital-
fem, and in instituting & socialist society.’
dithin the working class, however, there are.
differences among the various sectors that
affect their relative potential for leader-
ship and commitment to overthrow of the
bourgeoisie. These will be examined in the
following pages. :

.The chapters on the different sectors
focus on the difference between sectors
in spontaneous consciousness. On how thier

conditions of work shape their consciousness.
The emphasis on this aspect 18 not meant to
imply that ghe spontaneous consciousness

of even the most advanced sector can be a
substitute for conscious Marxist-Leninists
organized into a revolutionary party.
Naturally, it is such a party that will be
the most advanced element, the leading
element, of the class. It is the consclous,
organized, revolutionaries who scientifically
study end systamatize the experiences of the
class, and particularly the class's most
advanced sector--industrial production
workexrs. It is the conscious revolutionaries
who bring socialist ideology to the working
class, and inject it into the spontaneous
struggles of the class.

|

When the paper refers to different
sectors developing ideology, or leading in
consciousness, what is weant is the degree
of spontaneous development, the potential
for understanding and accepting the science
of Marxism-Leninism, and the degree to
which that sector's conditions provide the
basis for the ideological development of
the revolutionary party.
A o ¢ o

THE SEMI-PROFESSIONAL SECTOR

y -

DPefinition

Of all the sectors, this is the one that
is most difficult to define. It consgists of
several types of workers. First are those
engaged in maintenance of the social system--
_.achool teachers, probation officers, social

workers, some poverty agency workers, police,
religious workers, etc. These jobs usually
require college degrees (but not professional
degrees ) and have clearly higher status and
pay than the jobs of members of the office
sector of the working class, yet clearly
lower status and pay than the jobs of members
of the professional sector of the petit-
bourgeoisie Many of these jobs represent
occupations that in the past would have been
considered petit-bourgeois, but the march of
monopoly capitalism has forced these occupa--
tions downward in a trend of proletariani-
zation.

The second type are techniclans--elec-
tronic, dental, health, tool programmers,
radio operators, draftsmen, nurses, etc.
Like the first category, these occupations
lie between the office or production sectors
below and the petit-bourgeois professional
sector above in status and wages. They gen-

erally represent mew occupations, created by
increased technology, that have emerged out
of the other sectors of the working class or
the professional sector.

Third are those writers, entertainers,
athletes, artists, musicians, dancers, etc.,
whose conditions of work, status, and wages
place them in the ranks of the working class.
For example, most newspaper reporters, chorus
girls, commercial artists, and others in a
similar situation. It is hard to pin down
a precise line dividing the semi-professional
(exploited) artist from the petit-
bourgeois professional (non-exploited) art-
ist. For example, Flizabeth Taylor, Joe'
Namath, Leon Uris, Walter Cronkite and others
are clearly not exploited and are members of
the professional sector of the petit-
bourgeoisie. Just as clearly, the young re-
porter working for $600/month, the artist in
a glant architectural design company grind-~
ing out pictures of homes for $700/month,
the dancer in the chorus line of the local
nightspot, and hundreds of thousands of
other low-paid entertainers, writers, etc.,
are exploited and thus are members of the
working class semi-professional sector.

TABLE h& Proletariat by Sectors 1969
% of whole % of the

- 700.0% 100. 0%

of the Working Class who are not members of the laborforce are not included.

% of ‘the

i Proletariat white wembers
: Proletariat
Semi-Professional 13.3% 14.5%
Office 27. 6% 29.6h
Service LT 2L.% 19.5%
Production . 37.2% ) 36.5%

I Note~These figures are calculated on the basis of laborforce members only. Members

% of the % of the
T™W members male members female membere
Proletariat Proletariat Proletariat

7.6 . 11.9% 15.1%
17.9% . 7% L, 3%
33.7% 21.0% 23.1%

=

S



Exactly where to draw the line is not
clear. Por the purpose of this paper, all
those who esrned over BLS "HIGHER" were con-
sidered pstit-bourgeois prefessionals. All
those who earned less than BLS "HIGHER" were
considered semi-professionals. Eighty-one
percent of all male writers, artists, and
entertainers and 967 of all females in the
same occupations earned less than "HIGHER"

and were thus counted as semi-professionals.

The fourth type of semi-professional
worker 1e in the sales field. The label
"gales" covers a broad range of income/sta-
tus/working conditions, At the bottom of
the sales range are jobs like counter clerk
in Macy's, grocery checker, door-to-doox
peddling, and telephone soliciting. These
jobs are part of the office sector of the
working class. At the top range of sales
are the big shot salesmen who wine and dine
the bourgeoisie, selling billions of dollars
of wheat, whole factories, copper futures,
etc. These corporate salesmen are in the
petit-bourgeols. professional or business
sector. Between the petit-bourgeoisie and
the office sector lies a mid-range of sales
work: real estate agents, manufacturers'
representatives, insurance salesmen, and
others, This middle range is in the semi-
professional sector. It is difficult to
draw a sharp line separating the three sales
sectors, but clearly there are three such
groups. ’

The fifth type of semi-professional are
low=-level bureaucrats in big companies.
Some of them supervise assistants, secretar-
ies, and clerks, but they are not primarily
supervisors. Examples of some of these oc-
bupations would be credit men, buyers, and
purchasing agents. :

In essence, then, the definition of
this sector is that it 1is composed of work-
ers who are exploited, but because of their
extensive training, high salary, conditions
of work, authority, social role, or other
factors are clearly not in the same sector
as workers below them. In other words, this
is a sort of catch-all sector for those who
are not petit-bourgeois but are definitely
"above' the average office or blue collar
worker,

& e o
Social Situation

It is very difficult to analyze the
social situation of the semi-professional
sector: First, because this is a fast-

growing sector and a relatively new one.
Second, many of the occupations in it are
going through swift changes in the nature of
their work, their relative wage scale, and
their social status. For example, many of
the jobs in this seqtor are occupations that
have been pushed downward from the petit-
bourgeoisie. One hundred years ago school
teachers' social status, relative pay scales,
and relative working conditions were clearly
much higher than they are now. At that time
teachers were petit-bourgeois. Since then,
the relative pay scale and social status of
teachers have been forced downward.

Equally important, where once the tesch-

er controlled the classroom in terms of what
and how to teach, discipline, working con-
ditions, etc, now the teacher has lost prac-
tically all control over her working condi-
tions, subject matter, and discipline. Thus
teachers have undergone a process of prdlet-
‘arianization of their work. Of course, this
does not mean that teachers have become car-
riers of proletarian ideology, which is a
different matter.

For other occupations the more onerous,
repetitious, unpleasant, less skilled asp-
ects of the work have been split off from
the profession and assigned to a semi-
professional worker, An example of this
would be the dental technician, oral hygen-
1st , denture maker , and X-ray technician
who now do much of the work-that once was
part ‘'of the occupation of the dentist.

Since the social situation of the five
types of occupations in this sector 1s diff-
prent they will be looked at seperatly.

Social maintenance workers are primar-
ily employed by government (or private char-
ity). Their conditions of work have been
steadily deteriorating as money for social
services becomes scarcer at the very time
that social problems and social unrest is
growing. Thus conditions for these workers
have been going downhill and probably will
continue to do so. This has sparked a grow-
ing movement among thesé workers, particu-
larly in the three major areas of health,
education and social work. The big excep-
tion to this, of course, is the police.

At this time things are not too bad (re-
latively speaking) for the technicians. Be-
cause they possess vital skills needed by
their employers, and the need for their ser-
vices 18 on a long-term rise, they are in a
(relatively) good position. Like the crafts-



men and artisans in the early days of the
industrial revolution, their skills allow
them to force a degrée of control. over their
working conditions. In general, this group,
being relatively better off than the rest of
the working class, is not likely to join the
struggles of the other workers.

-

A main exception to this are the women
tschnicians in the health field who have to
work under a very chauvinistic relatiomnship
with the doctors and dentists, a relation~
ship in which the technician (nurse, dental
sssistant, hygenist, x-ray teclinician, etc,)
is expected to play worshipper to the doc-
tor's role of god. = -

The situation among the writers, art-
ists, entertainers, and athletes, is very
contradictory. Almost all of them harbor
dreams of making the big time, but few ever
do so. Yet this dream tends to keep them
from challenging the system. On the other
hand, the nature of their work often leads
them into creative channels of thought, and
“. {{ntellectual rebellion,

Semi-professionals who are engaged in
" sales work tend to identify with the com-
" pany and petit-bourgeois ideology. This is

reinforced by the fact that sales work often

allows a semi-professional to rise into the
petit-bourgeoisie if he is able to sell
- enough. -

Those semi-professionals who work as
low-1level bureaucrats are also closely tied
to the company. The young ones see a chance
to rise into- the petit-bourgeois manage-
nent sector, and the older ones were pro-
woted into their jobs after faithfully pro-
ving their company loyalty.

A big contradiction within thif sector
ts between objective reality and the false
consciousness that has been instilled in
the semi-professional workers. Objectively
speaking, it is clear that the working con-
ditions of this sector are better than those
of other sectors of the working class, ex-
cept possibly for the labor aristocracy.
Wages are higher than in the office sector,
and higher or about equal to those of most
production workers. Semi-professionals,

. however, are--like the rest of the working

. class--exploited. That is, they produce
surplus value for their employer if they
work in the private sector of the economy.

Objectively, it 18 clear that semi-
professionals are part of the working class,
yet a false consciousness has been instil-
led ;that says they are part of the '"middle
class'" and'better" than the workers. For
the jobs forced down from the petit-

_bourgeoisie, the only thing that they have

tetsined (while losing wages, status, and
working conditions) is the petit-bourgeois
ideology. The myth has been perpetuated
that white collar work (paperwork) is some-
how nobler or better than manual work, but
it can be just as tedious, boring, nerve-
racking, and unpleasant. Technicians'
working conditions are better than those of
production or service workers and this has
been used to convince them that they are
petit-bourgeois and "better" than assembly-
line workers, ditch diggers, waitresses,
and orderlies. All of this false conscious-
- ness works, in the long run, against the
interests of the semi-professional and the
working class as a whole.

The relatively higher wages and the
campaign to instill petit-bourgeols ideo-
logy within this sector is not an accident,
It constitutes an attempt to bribe this
elite sector into loyalty to the ruling
class. The rulers do this because members
of this sector are in very key locations in
the economy and if they were to rebel they
could create much damage. For example,
technicians often are entrusted with the
care and operation of equipment costing
nillions of dollars. 1In general, techni-
clans occupy critical jobs that are key to
the productive process; if they were to
strike, they would have a powerful effect.

Those engaged in social maintenance
are also in 8 critical key spot, and if
their loyalties were to shift from the bour-
geoisie to the proletariat, they could wreak
havoc on the system of social control and
repression that maintains the capitalist
system. Thus the bourgeoisie 1s willing to
pay them higher wages in order to insure
their loyalty. Of course, the rulers don't
go so far as to lose any money in this pro-
cess. Those seml-professionals who work for
private enterprise atill produce more in
wealth than is returned to them in their
relatively higher salaries and whose who
work in the government sector are paid by
taxes on the working class,

Role in Class Struggle

‘The class interests of the semi-
professional sector clearly lie with the
rest of the proletariat. As exploited labor
the only long-term solution to the problems
they face, in common iwth all workers, is to
selize the means of production and reorganize
the social/economic system under the con-
trol and for the benefit of the entire work-
ing class. Furthermore, any class struggle
in the United States will strongly need the
technical, cultural, and intellectual skille
possessed by parts of this sector (the
high-powered salesmen we can do without).
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IABIE 53 Composition of the Office Sector of the Prol tariat 1969
ALL

Male 55349,000
Female 12,341,000

.1% of the TOTAL
laborforce
the labprforce

in the laborforce

0.2%) 4,691,000
69°353 11,059,000

TABIE 54 In 1969 the Office Sector made up:
__1;'22 23.1% of the total white
‘ laborforce

10.8% of all males in ' 11.04 of all white males
in the lsborforce
40.6p of all females - 43.4% of all vhite females 25.7 of all TW females
: in the laborforce

white
TOTAL 17,690,000'3100-056) 15,750,000 §89.oﬁ) 1,940,000 gu.op

Third World

3.7

T.2%

26.5% 658,
62.5‘.'»; 1,282:$

16.5$ of the total T™W
laborforce
9.Th of all TV males
in the laborforce

in the laborforce

Particularly important are technical skills
in health, communications, computers, elec-
tronica, and other fields. Equally important
are the cultural skills of writers, singers,
actors, etc. .

Unfortunately the false, petit-
bourgeois consciousness that has been in-
gréained in this sector is very strong. The
bourgeoisie has done its best to condition
@ll sectors of society with their conscious-
mess, and to some extent they have succeed-
ed. Peétit-bourgeois consciousness has taken
goet much more strongly ( and is much harder
to combat) in sectors where there is a mat-
arial base to support it. This is the case
with the semi-professional sector, which is
an elite part of the working class, 1In a
certain sense, the ruling class has bribed
this sector with money, social status, and
better working conditions. Although they
are still éxploited, theilr conditions are a
far cry from those suffered by the great
majority of the working population. of
course, the petit-bourgeois consciousness
that exists within this sector is nowhere
near so strong as it is within the petit-
bourgeoisie itself. The petit-bourgeoisie
and their ideology defend their class in-
terests. Petit-bourgeois consciousness
among the semi-professionals (or other work-
ers) is a false consciousness and there is g
constant struggle between petit-bourgeois
consclousness and obijectively correct
proletarian consciousness

As a whole, this sector is a potential
ally of the rest of the proletariat, ' As
part of the working class they can play an
important role in socialist revoiution,
However, because of the mixture of false ard
true consciousness, it is probable that this
sector will be disunited and fundamentally
split into pro-bourgeoisie, neutral or con-
fused, and pro- working.class segments. It
is important that the pro-working class seg-
ment be as large as possible, Intense ideo-
logical struggle will rage in this sector
and it is important that the proletarian
class forces fight hard and that they are
strongly supported by all progressive for-
ces,

It must be clear, though, that while
this sector is part of the proletariat, it
1s not a leading element; in fact, it is
one of the most backward elements. As an
elite sector of the working class, with
strong elements of privilege and petit-
bourgeois,consciousness, they cannot play
a leading role. This sector's conditions
are very different from those of the less
privileged workers, and the semi-professional
sector should not be in a position where
they are the spokespeople or leaders of the
proletariat as a whole,
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OFFICE SECTOR

This sector contains those members of
the proletariat who are engaged in sales,
communications, or information handling, but
excluding those in the semi-professional
sector oY the petit-bourgeoisie., For ex-
ample, bookkeepers, typists, stenographers,
telephone operators, mail carriers, file
clerks, receptionists, secretaries, bill col-
lectors, cashiers, sales clerks, etc.

Somposition

In terms of occupational categories, this
sector is made up of the sales and clerical
categories.

Almost one-half of all working women are
in this sector, as shown in Table 54. Fur-
thermore, most of the occupations in this
Sector are sex-typed, Few women are in oc-
cupations such as letter carrier, shipping
clerk , meter reader , and non-retail sale .
Women make up almost all the workers in such
occupations as file clerk , receptionist ,
typisti, gecretary , general merchandise
retail sale , bank tellet , bookkeeper ,
cashier , keypunch operators, and teleyhone
operato. . In the last couple of years, un-
der pressure from women's orgainzations, scme
of these sex-typed jobs are lowering their
sex barriers, particularly in civil service.
But so far these changes have been minimal
and achieved only after struggle, -
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TABIE 55 Office Sector by economic strata 1969 (estimated)

TOTAL white TW Male Female
Aristocracy . 1% % - 5% -
Middle aug% . 24 2l 303‘» 10%
Bottom (Il C
e T T o oy

Note-these figures include both full and part-timé workers.

Third World people are under-represented
in this sector. This is a reflection once
again of the racist hiring patterns in Amer-
ica, particularly the racist ideology that
bars Third World people from "brainwork" type
Jobs, . Furthermore, most of the Third World
people in titls sector are either in civil
service or in'jobs where they are not seen
by the public (stock work, filing, office
machine operator, keypunch, phone operators,
etc.), Third World women make up about 10%
of the total number of women in the office
sector, but only 6% of the secretaries, 7%
of the receptionists and sales clerks.

Income

As can be seen from Table 55, the most
obvious difference is between men and women,
with only 10% of office sector women earning
above "LOWER," compared to 55% of office
men. In absolute numbers, the difference is
even greater because women outnumber men more
than two to one in the office sector. Thus
11 million office women earn less than "LOW-
ER," as compared to 2% million men.

Mebility, Evolution, and Organization

This is an expanding sector, both as a
percentage of the labor force and in absol-

. uwte numbers. In 1869 office workers (cleri-
cal and sales) were roughly 2% of the lab-
orforce (mostly in sales). In 1969 the of-
fice sector comprised 22.1% of the labor-
forpe (the majority as clericals).

Most of its new members enter it young
and are the children of working class or
small farmer class families. There is little
cross-over to or from this sector and the
other sectors of the working class. There -
1s little upward mobility into the semi-
professional sector or the petit-bourgeoisie,

Roughly 11% of this sector is organized
into unions, about 16% of the men and 9% of
the women. To prevent organization, the
supervisors use the mythology that office
workers are "above' the blue-collar workers
and thus do not need such things as unions.
Women office workers are kept unorganized by

&9

chauvinisw and intimidation, by propaganda
that unions are "unfeminine" and the claim
that since women are not the "breadwinner"
of the family they do not need high-paying
jobs as much as men do, These propaganda
devices fool some women, but more important
they undermine support for women office work-
ers among other sectors of soclety, especial-
ly husbands, This bolsters the positions and
rationalizations of management. Male office
workers are kept in line by threats to glve
their jobs to women at lower pay, and the
that if men and women unite it would mean
that the salaries of men would be reduced to
the level of womens.

In addition to the subjective factors
of sexism, propaganda, etc., there are other
reasons for the, difficulty of organizing of-
fice workers. First is that most office
work 1s less socialized than production work,
thus giving less training in unity and co-
operation. Second, a majority of office
workers are in small (2-20 worker) offices.

" Third, a large portion of office workers are

located in widely scattered offices far from
concentrations of other office workers.

Social Situation

This sector has bheen hard hit by in-
flation and rising taxcs. They have been
hurt relatively more than the better organ-
ized production sector of the working class
because they don't have even the minimal
protection of unions, contracts, and "cost
of living" clauses. .

The tremendous expansion of the office
sector has been an inevitable result of
wonopoly capitalism's drive to maximize pro-
fits, First, as management forcibly divor-
ced the individual production worker from
the skill, knowledge, experience, and creat-
ivity necessary to plan and carry out the
work, it caused a corresponding increase in
the number of clerical employees. Secondly,
the economic advantage gained by long-range
and widespread planning of production also
requires ever-increasing office staffs.
Thirdly, the vast expansion of markets (both
in terms of new territory and in terms of
creating new commercial markets for goods
and services once done on & non-commercial



bazis by individuals for themselves) and
the concurrent expansion of credit and bil-
ling syatems has also called into being new
sxmies of clerical workers.

At the seme time as production workers
wexe being stripped of their humanity and
broken down to the status of machines, the
same process was taking place among office
workers, Historically, there was a-time
(pre-industrial captial) when clerks were
essentially petit-bourgeois. They function-
ed, actually, as part of management. They
2ssisted the owmer, helped in planning,
supervised workers, created new ideas and
processes, had 8 reascnable hope of
rising up in the business into partnership
or even ownerxship, and they were paid much
better than production workers. These
clerks have, today, evolved into the petit-
bourgeois managerial sector. With the rise
of industrial and then monopoly capital, a
new type of office force was brought into
being: = low-pald mass of workers whose
Jobs are routinized and uncreative; in fact,
Jeba quite similar to production work, ex-
eapt that wvhat they produce is marks on

plocen of paper, rather than physical com-
meditiesn, :

With the advent of office machinery
(eypewriters, keypunch, calculators, etc.),
seme office jobs became even more similar to
peeduction work. For all office workers,
the degree of standardization, socializa-
tion, compartmentalization, and speed-up 1is
steadily increasing, while wages are (rela-
tively) falling, working conditions are de-
clining, and oppression worsening.

However, the subjective consclousness
of office workers has not kept pade with
- their fast-chenging objective conditions.
The tradition of the office as a place of
"brainwork" (as opposed to animal-like "mus-
clework'") still has an effect on office work-
ers. There is still the holdover of petit-
bourgeois consciousness long after the ob-
Jective, material conditions to sustain such
consciousness have gone. This lagging of .
consciousness is, of course, no accident.
The bourgeoisie carefully nurtures and fos-
ters it, - . :

Fortunately, their ability to promote
a false consclousness is limited. It is
clear that the petit-bourgeois hold-over
coneciousness 1s disappearing at an ever-
faster rate. What 1is on the upsurge is a
more and more class-conscious office worker
sector, Although this is just beginning,
and is only on a small scale at the present
time, it is clearly the wave of the future.

'
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.reasons for this.

The importance of this sector to the
smooth functioning of the capitalist system
should not be downplayed. As monopoly cap-
italism is forced to become more and more
complex and integrated, the importance of
information+handling jobs becomes greater,
In addition to office work directly related
to production, a large part of the work done
by the office sector is concerned with the
vital encumbrances of capitalism (adver-
tising, profit accounting, credit, insurance,
etc.). The fact that this work (advertis-
ing, etc.) produces no socially useful val-
ue doesn't mean that it isn't necessary to
capitalism. Disruption or deterioration of
information~ and money- handling functions
can have a serious and damaging effect on
the capitalist system as a whole.

While much of the work now done by
this sector will not be necessary under a
socialist economy, office workers have an
important role to play in a socialist soc-
iety. For example, instituting and effic-
iently running a planned economy will re-
quire a skilled office workforce.

Role in Class Struggle

As a large, and heavily oppressed, sec-
tor of the proletariat, office workers
are an important segment of the class strug-
gle. Although they are not in a position to
seize the means of production, they are in a
position to strike heavy blows against the
bourgeoisie. With over 40% of all women
workers, and a large number of men as well,
‘the office sector is a great potential reser-
voir of strength and determination to des-
troy the oppressive capitalist system. This
sector will be a staunch ally of the pro-
duction sector. However, this sector will
play somewhat less of a leadership role than
that of production workers. There are four
First, the conditions of
work of this sector do not provide as much
socialization and training in co-operation as
the conditions in large-scale production do.
In other words, the conditions of office
workers do not as clearly lead workers to-
wards soclalism as do the conditions of some
other parts of the proletariat. Second,
there is still a remnant of petit-bourgeois
ideology among 'white collar" workers that
confuses them as to their true positions as
oppressed members of the working class, and
hinders the development of class solidarity
with the rest of the proletariat. Of course,
this petit-bourgeois ideology 1is nowhere
near so strong among this sector as it is
among the semi-professional sector. Third,
because of the first two points, and the



fact that & large portion of this sector is
scattered among thousands of small (2-20 per-
son) offices, this sector is difficult to
organize. Fourth, office and sales work 1is
not as central to the economy as is pro-
duction/transportation/energy. Thus the of-
fice sector is not as strategically located
as the production sector.

This sector will be a vital part of the
class struggle, but secondary to the pro-
duction sector. However, in comparison with
other classes and the semi-professional sec-
tor, the office workers will play a leader-
ship role. '

While the above holds true for office
workers in general, special attention should
be paid to the situation of the workers in
large-scale office operations such as insur-
ance headquarters. Somewhere around 2,000,
000 office workers (ovérwhelmingly women)
work in highly-concentrated large-scale of-
fices. Often several hundred.women work in
a single room, with thousands in a single
building and tens or even hundreds of thou-
sands in a downtown area. This type of of-
fice work is much more socialized than the
rest of office work, and the potential of
thaee office workers for a leading role in
elass struggle is much higher than that of
ether office workers. Certainly, the leading
force among office workers will be those
employed in the highly concentrated and soc-
felized large-scale offices.

f
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SERVICE SECTOR

ey

Definition

This sector is composed of those work-
ers who provide non-office type services to
the production system or to individuals.
Some provide services to individuals; for
example, restaurant, hospital, and private
household workers. Some provide services
to both individuals and to the general pro-
ductive system; for example, gas station at-
tendants, road repair crews, firemen, and
sewer workers. Others provide services to
the production system; for example, janitor-
1al services, security guards, and grounds-
keeping companies. :

A distinction must be made between work-
ers who service the production system in gen-
eral (service sector), and those who work at
8 service-type occupation at a particular
place of production (production sector). An

&9

example will make ‘this clear. Take the oc-
cupation mechanic, which can either be in
the service or production sectors. An auto-
mobile mechanic who repairs cars owned by
individuals is in the service sector, while
& mechanic who repairs production machinery
at a particular factory ( and who is employ-
eﬁ\by that factory) is, like other workers
of the factory, part of the production sec-
tor. A janitor employed by a hospital, pub-
lic building, apartment house, hotel, bus-
iness office, etec., is part of the service
sector. A janitor employed by a factory is
part of the production sector, but a janitor
employed by a cleaning service company that
services a route of several factories is
part of the service sector even though she
or he is engaged in cleaning means of pro-
duction,

Transportation workers are divided among
the production and service sectors. Those
workers engaged (wholy or in large part) in
the transportation of raw materials, partly
finished products, or finished goods from
factory to distribution center are considered
to be part of the productive process; for
example, railroad workers, longshoremen,
long~-haul truckers, etc. Those transporta~
tion workers engaged primarily in moving
people, distribution of products from dis-
tribution center to retail store, or the de-
livery of purchased goods to the customer
are considered to be part of the service
sector because their function is not a dir-
ect part of production. Examples of these
occupations would be bus driver, cab driver,
deliveryman, etc.,

In addition to the types of workers
mentioned above, the sector also includes
such people as theatre workers, stewardesses,
barbers, laundry workers, repairmen, sign
painters, phone installers, chainmen, iron-
ers, wrappers (retail), parking attendents,
garbagemen, car washers, and others.

Composition

As can be seen from Table 57, the pro-
portion of Third World workers to white
workers is more than double (153 per 1,000
white versus 310 per 1,000 Third World).
Almost 40% of all Third World women are in
this low-paid, low-status sector. Further-
more, Third World workers are not distribu-
ted evenly throughout the sector. Rather
they are concentrated in the worst paid, most
oppressive, most dehumanizing jobs and occu-
pations, particularly those of a personal
service nature. For example, there are prac=-
tically no Third World firemen or steward-



Male 7,620,000 ( 54.2%
Female . 6,430,000 ( 45.8%

17.5% of the TOTAL, 15.3%
: laboxrforce
the lsborforce
21.1% of all females
E in the laborforce

TABIE 56 Composition of the Service Sector or the Proletariat 1969

©, AL vhite
TOTAL 14,050,000, 2100,_017 1;),1;33 ,%
u:u56:ooo

TABIE 57 In 1969 the Service Sector made up: '

of the total white

. laboxforce

© 15.4% of all males in 13.9% of all white males

. ~ in the laboxforce

17.5% of all white females
in the laborforce

Third World

Th.0h) 3,645,000 (25.9%)
42,3%) 1,671,000 (11.9%)
3L.Tk) 1,974,000 (14.0%

. 31.0% of the total T
laborforce
24, T% of all TW males
in the laborforce
39.6h of all TW females
. 1in the laborforce

esses, but 58% of all private household work-
ers are Third World. This a clear example
of the racism and national chauvinism of the
bourgeoisie, petit-bourgeoisie, and their
labor union lackeys. s

This sector also presents strong evi-
dence of the discrimination against women
wprhers. Not only are a higher proportion
off women workers in this sector than the pro-
portion of men workers, but the occupations
sra heavily sex-typed, with the women's jobs
at the bottom, '
¢ha better-paying (and higher status) occupa-
tions of mechanic, fireman, bus driver, and
garbage collector, Most women are concen-
trated in the fields of cleaning, cooking,
eagving food, health care, etc.

In terms of occupational categories,
most members of the service sector are in
either the service or private household cate-
gories. There are a few craftsmen (mostly
the different types of mechanics and repair-
men), 8 few operatives (gas station attend-
ants), a few laborers (garbagemen), some
transportation workers (bus drivems, parking
attendants, conductors, etc.), and no farm
laborers.

Income

Table 58 clearly shows that this is a
very low-paid sector, roughly the equivalent
of the office sector. If it were not for the
inclusion of around 2 million mechanics,
fivemen, and a few other relatively high-
paid occupations, this sector would clearly
be below the office sector in income.

For example, few women are-in

Mobility and Evolution

This is a growing sector, both in absol-
ute numbers and as a percentage of the labor-
force. In 1869 roughly 8% of the laborforce
were seérvice workers. By 1969 the service
sector was 17.5% of the workforce. However,
enone of this increase was in the private
household category. Servants, both live-in
and live~out (for example cleaning women),
have steadily declined. In 1869 about 8% of
the laborforce were servants of one sort or
another, In 1969 they had declined to 1.5%

. of the laborforce.

Many production workers thrown out of
work by increased mechanization and run-away
industries find jobs in the service sector.
So do large numbers of farm laborers and
former members of the small farmer class--
both of these groups being on the decline
because of the monopolization/mechanization
of agriculture. Furthermore, a larger and
larger proportion of young workers entering
the job market are unable to find productior
work and thus become service workers,

Organization

Roughly 9% of service workers are organ-
ized into unions, about 19% of the men and
around 5% of the women. There are a number
of reasons for the low level of unionizetion.
The racism and sexism of both unions and em-

- ployers  which has been uséd to keep Third

World people and women unorganized is a major
factor. There are also other reasons.

TOTAL

TABIE 58 Service Sector by economic strata 1969 (estimate)

white W Male Female

Aristocracy X % - - 2% '
M oH g oo 2
T%‘ 1006 100% 1 i%‘

Note~these figures include both full and part-time workers.

&



Service work 1is most often done by small
groups of workers, and in many cases the em-
ployees of a company are gpread out over many
locations. Thus it is difficult to organize
any large segment of this sector. Because
this sector performs a secondary (service)
role in the economy, the unions that have
been organized are not eble to apply the eco-
nomic pressure that unions composed of pro-
duction workexs can. Thus organizations of
service workers tend to be much weaker than
organizations of production workers. There
are some exceptions to this general situa-
tion, such as the i1ecent organizing drives
among hoepital workers, but in general the
service sector has been largely unsuccessful
in organizing itself. !>

Social Situation

Most ‘of tha members of this sector work .
for companies owned By the petit-bourgeoisie:
Their capitalization is low.. Their profits
srise from the difference between the wages
thsy pay the service workers and the fees.
f#er that service paid by the customer. Usu-
ally these are highly competitive businesses
with price the most important factor, The
wesult is that the petit-bourgeois owners !
keep wages as low as possible. Thus the ser-
vige proletariat is very poorly paid and is
appressed. EBEach owmer tries to force the
@set work possible from his employees. Often
the workers are required to work 9, 10, or
even 11 hour shifts.  'Some have to work split
shifts. Little attontion is paid by the own-
er to safety. Service work in general is not
as dangerous as production work, yet there
are some safety problems; for example, burns
in restaurant cooking ior disease luong hospi-
-tal workevs,

\ . 4

For the most part the ‘service workers
are employed singly or in'small groups, the
main exception being large hospitals. The
nature of their work tends to be less social-
ized, compartmentalized, and co-operative--
end wore individual--than that of production
workers, However, it is no less boring, re-
petitive, and alienating, Although service
workers don't have to suffer the tyranny of

the assembly line, many do have to take _per-

nunal abuse from their bose.

Generally, mosc service workers labor
in clola contact with the owner of the busi-
ness, - It 1is usu}lly the ownex who supar- .
vises and opprésses the worker, without the
buffer roles of foreman and supervisor found
in production. Racial and sexual chauvinism
is_very strong in this situation. The res-

ult is that on the whole, service workers
have a lot of antagonism towards their boss.
Sometimes, however, the very closeness of
that contact causes the hatred to be on a
personal instead of a class basis., Some-
times the closeness of contact between boss
and worker causes the worker to develop a
sense of identification with the employer
and a petit-bourgeois class outlook. An ex-
ample of this would be a worker who desires
to become a partner in the business he or
she is employed by, or to save enough money
to start his own business.

In general, the low pay, poor working
conditions, and general oppression of the
service sector generates anger, bitterness,
and hostility towards the owners. But be-
cause of the lower level of socialization
and mutual cooperation among these workers,
and because of their indirect relationship
to the means of- production which makes the

" fundamentad : contrsdiction between-capital and

labor more difficult to see, service workers
have less potential for development of their
hatred into socialist consciousness then do
production workers,

Role in Class Struggle

Like the office sector, this is a heav-
ily oppressed and exploited sector of the
working class, and as such it will play an
important role in revolutionary class strug-
gle. This sector will beée a staunch and vital
ally of the production sector. Yet it will
not play as leading a role .as the production
sector for 3 basic reasons: First, its low-
er degree of socialization of llbor gives 1t
a lower potential for the understanding/
acceptance/development of socialist conscious-
ness than the production sector. Second, its
small scale and scattered nature make Lt more
difficult to organize. Third, service work
is not as central to the economy as is pro-
duction., Thus .the service sector is not as

strateglically located as the production
'gector ,

However, the role played by the service
sector will probably be more advanced than
that of the office sector, for two reasons,
First, because the office sector is somewhat
hampered by remnants of petit-bourgeois ideo-
logy, while the service sector has much less
of such consciousness. Second, because of
the very high' percentage of Third World

" workers -in this sector compared to the of-

fice sector (the percentage of Third World
workers in the office sector is 11%, in the
service sector, 267%). On the other hand,



29.§i of ‘the TOTAL
laboxrforce
38 3% of all males in
. the laborforce
16.1% of all females

in the laborforce

TABLE 59 Composition of the Production Sector of the Proletariat 1969

ALL whi.te

TOTAL 23,884,000 %100 056; 19,482,000
Male 18 980,000 79.4%) 15,603,000
Female ,90'+, (20.5%) 3,879,000

TABIE 60 In 1969 the Production Sector made up;

28.6% of the total white
laborforce

 36.5% of all white males
in the laborforce

15.2% of all white females 20.6% of all TW females
in the laborforce

8 Tﬁiﬁd wcJI‘M( Rt
02,000 (1

26;rgig 3:37?: 213 15;
1,025,000 ( 4.2%)

16.2h)

37.5% of the total TW
laborforce

49.9% of all TW males
in the laborforce

in the laborforce

officé work is, in general, more socialized,
and’ becoming socialized faster, than service
work, o Sl

In discussing the degree of leadership
among the different sectors of the working
class, it must be remembered that what is
being analyzed are relatively small dif-
ferences between sectors of a basic class,
that the basic and most fundamental divis-
fons axe class divisions, that the fundamen-
tal struggle is a struggle between classes,
and in that struggle the working class as
a whole 1is in historic combat with the bour-
geois class.

In that struggle the different sectors
of the working class, particularly the three
key sectors (office, service, and product-
ion), stand shoulder to shoulder, and the
differences among the sectors as to degree
of consciousness and leadership are slight
when compared to the fundamental divisions
between the classes. Furthermore, the con-
capt of leadership is being used in a long-
term overall sense. It does not mean thdt
fndividual workers from any sectorgmay not
.amerge in leading roles. Nor does it mean
that in-all times, places, and circumstances
only the production workers will lead. Not
at all. At certain times and places, other
sectors or portions of sectors will be play-
ing the leading role. For example, during
much of the civil rights movement of the
early 1960's, Black service workers (particu-
larly womﬁq),were .8 leading group

Controversy '

Some comrades felt that the service
sector should include sales workers whom the
paper counts as members of the office sector.
They felt that the nature of sales work was
much closer to that of typical service work
than to clerical work, particularly in that
most service work and sales work deals dir-
_ectly with the public, while most clerical

work does not. Also, the level of sociali-
zation among typical sales and service jobs
is lower than among typical clerical jobs.

THE PRODUCTION SECTOR

Definition .

The production sector is composed of
those wage workers who are engaged in the
production of commodities, the extraction
of natural resources, production of food,
operation of the transportation network that
services production, construction industry,
and the maintenance of the energy and com-
munications networks. As can be seen, pro-
duction workers provide most of the essen-
tial goodsand services of civilization,
Furthermore, within this sector are all of
the workers who produce the wealth that can
be used to increase the means of production.
Not included in this sector are those workers
who produce inmediately consumed commodities,
such as a cook in a restaurant.

Composition

As can be seen from Tables 59 and 60,
this is the largest sector of the working
class. Like the service sector, the propor-
tion of Third World workers in the production
sector is higher than that of white workers
(375 per 1,000 versus 286 per 1,000). One-
half of all Third World men are production
workers (499 per 1,000).

Unlike the service and office sectors,
the production sector has a much higher pro-
portion of men and women, more than double
(383 per 1,000 versus 161 per 1,000). Most

of the male production workers are in the
occupational categories of craftsmen and op-
eratives, with lesser numbers in the cate-
gories of transportation operative, laborer,
and farm laborer., Practically all of the



TABIE 61 Productiocd Bector by economic strata 1969 (estimate)

TOTAL white TW Male  Female
Aristocracy 2% 3% - 3% -
Middle o LT 29 53% 10%
Bottom 54% 50% T1% 4% %
100 100 100 100 1

Note-These figures include both full and part-time workers.

women are in the opefative category, with
only & handful in the others.

?

Incope.

Iable 61 shows that although this sec-
tor is somewhat better off than the office
and service sectors, it is still, basically,.
8 low-paid sector. Only 2% of the production
sector is paid enough to achieve the so-
called "middle class" life style. Further-
more, this 2% is almost entirely composed of -
white males. \ Women and Third World produc-
tion workers are, as in all other sectors,
much lowex-paid--once again a reflection of
the racism, national chauvinism, and sexism
of the bourgeoisie and the labor union lead-
ership, -

tisbility and Evolution °

As a percentage of the laborforce, the
production sector is steadily declining. In
1869 this sector was roughly 50% of the
laborforce; by 1969 it had declined to
27.7%. Most of this shrinkage has been a-
@sag the rural sub-sector, that is, among
farm laborers, In 1869 roughly 29% of the
workforce were farm laborers; in 1969 only
2.2% were, The giiuation among urban pro-
duction workers is less simple. 1In 1869,
non-farm production workers were somewhere
" around 227% of the laborforce. This percen-
tage rose over the years, reaching a high of
about 36% around 1950. Since that time, non-
farm production workers have begun to decl-
ine as a percentagge of the laborforce. As of
1969 urban production workers have declined
to 25.5% of the laborforce. .

This has not, obviously, meant a decline
in the number, variety, or amount of mater-
ial commodities produced. Far from it. As
we can see, the shrinking production sector
has been steadily increasing its production.
In fact, the great increases in productivity
are the prime causes of the steady decline
in the relative size of the sector. Since
fewer workers can produce more goods due to
increased mechanization, socialization,
speed-up, rationalization, etc., the profit-
winded capitalists are constantly trimming
back the number of production workers.

There is also another important reason
for the relative decline in the production
sector: run-away industry. As a response
to the struggle by production workers for
better working conditions, higher pay, etc.,
many industries are closing down their pla-
nts in the U.S, and moving them to countries
where labor is cheaper, Primarily these arve
Third World nations, ruled by corrupt dicta-
torships propped up by U.S. imperialism; for
example, South Korea, Taiwan, Philippines,
Chile, Brazil, South Africa, Saudi Arabia,
etc. Under the benevolent eye of the locai
puppet regime, the capitalists are able to
exploit and oppress their new workers with-
out mercy, and with the confidence that eny
attempt of the workers to organize and re-
sist will be suppressed by the local govern-
ment. Further, they can count on the U,S.
government to come to the aid of any corpor-
ation or client state threatened by revo-
lutionary or nationalist movements.

For example, while many of the textile
plants of New England have been abandoned by
their owners, large plants have been built
in Thailand. Although Thailand does not havs
(at the moment) as fascist a government as
many of the "free world" neo-colonies, a
recent survey found the following conditions
among Thai textile workers: Factories were
unventilated and uncooled; workers had to
breathe in lint, dust, and steam; they work-
ed 8-10 hours per day in heat often over
120°; there are no safety precautions--one
factory of over 200 workers has only two exit
doors. That factory is made of wood and the
weaving machines are so close together only
one person can pass between them at a time.
Most of the buildings are semi-dark, with
only dim lights. The textile workers are
paid an average of 8 Baht per day (40 cente).
In a ten-hour day they earn the equivalent
of $.50 US. The workers have to live cram-
med into small dirty rooms in company dorm-
itories. An average of 24 to 39 workers
(spread over three shifts on the "hot bed"
system) share each room of 6 by 8 meters
(20" by 26'). One bathroom is shared by an
average of 34 workers. Most workers are
young women who are burned-out, diseased, or
crippled by the time they are 30. There is
no pension, workmen's compensation, or any
othex provision for the cast-off, used-up

@3



workers. .

Thus because of U.S. imperialism, the
part of the world's production workers liv-
ing within the borders of the U.S. 1is shrink-
4ng, while the oppression of Third World pro-
ducers incresses. "Tahle 62 shows the shrink-
age of the U,S. production sector.

Since the workforce increased from
59,229,000 in the 1950 Census to' 80,071,000
in the 1970 Census ( an increase of 35%),
any occupation that increased less than 35%
suffered a xelative decline. The table
above shows absolute increases or decreases.
Thus occupations that show a decline on the
table above suffered a much more severe re-
lative decline.

As can be seen in Table 62, the produc-
tion sector shows a mixture of increasing and
decreasing occupations. In comparison, the
other sectors all show increases. As a pro-
portion of the laborforce, the other sectors
are increasing, while the production sector

is shrinking.

There are three important shifts in the
composition of the production sector. The
first has already been discussed, namely the
overall decline in relative size, The sec-
ond important shift is a relative decline in
the number of highly-skilled jobs and an in-
crease in semi-skilled and unskilled jobs,
As a result of automation and mechanization
caused by the drive for profit, the number
of skilled, and thus higher-paid, jobs has
shrunk very fast, Skilled craftsmen are re-
placed with a machine operated by an un-
skilled or semi- skilled worker, The first
result, obviously, is a decline in wages for
production workers. The second result is an
increase in the oppressiveness of the jobs,
because capitalism's goal is to divorce the
worker from any creative input to his or her
work, to reduce the job to a few simple re-
petitive motions, and to regiment the worker
to perform the work as swiftly and unvary-
ingly as the machine he or she tends,

TABLE 62 Increase or.decrease of sample occupations 1949-1969
' Men Women
Production ‘Sector
{ Misc. Operatives, Manf. -42% B 1
s - Agsemblers ]__]_Tﬁ ceccccvssosscsecorenscnne 232%
' Bakers -2 Packers & Wrappers 5%
Machinists -28% Sewers 92%
. Miners -T3% Knitters -5
Primary Metal Operatives -30% Spinners 6%
Farm Laborers -52% Electronics Operatives & ¢
Longshoremen -31% Food Products Operatives -38% §
Warehousemen 4 Shoe Manf. Operatives -82%
. & Service §ector ’
Cooks (Excpt Pvt House) 53 5 s iV eeiey T . 117%
Bartenders ' -20% Waitresses 50%
Janitors 155% Chanbermaids 8o
" Firemen ' 5% Attendants (Health) 3780
Pvt. Watchmen 25% Practical Nurses 63%
Office Sector
Sales Clerks % EpE—— o Edn ST 34%
_Bank Tellers -1% . o 5 a o ceee 6580
- Bookeepers 34D i PP, veee 1308
Shipping Clerks 32% File Clerks 2344,
Stock Clerks 7% Receptionigts 4124,
. Cashiers 90% Secretaries b
" Mail Carriers 459 Typists 183%
Semi-Professional Sector
Teachers 182% ... 150 WO visgeewemes.  133%
Social Workers 315 ceveeeen ceessnenesssnanas 205%
_Police i 100% . Nurses 130%
' Electronics Tech. 1192% Health Tech. 320%
Draftsmen . vO11T% Librarians 1044 a1




The third shift in the composition of
the production sector grows from the second.
As the work is reorganized to become more
oppressive,’ boring, regimented, and lower-
paid, an increasing number of Third World
workers and women are hired. There are sev-
eral reasons for this. First, it helps
split the sector by ‘fostering racism and
sexism in the older workers; second, by
bringing in new people to fill "new" jobs,
it makes it easier to lower wages; third,
since the work represents a slight increase
in pay and status from service work (which
is the only other work open to most Third
World workers and "blue collar" women), they
are less likely to become troublemakers than
the older workers whose jobs have been de-
graded,

Organization

As a sector, this is the best organi-
zed part of the working class, However,
this ‘does not mean that all production work-
ers are members of unions, In fact, only’
sbout 40% of production workers are organi=-
2ad, about 447 of the men and about 28% of
the women production workers. Of those who
8®a organized, most are in unions over which
thay have no control and small influence,
Fex some, the union is an added arm of mana-
B@ment, concerned with controlling instead
ef defending the worker and making,. the mem-
bev pay for thie "service" out of wages,
Large segments of the sector are not organ-
ized at all. There will be more discussion
of organization in the analysis of the pro-
duction sub-sectors below.

Social Situation

Like the rest of the working class, pro-
" duction workers suffer from inflation, which
in a sense is a disguised form of cutting
wages, However, those segments organized in-
to unions are less injured by inflation than
the unorganized workers, because of the weak
protection that the unions are able to pro-
vide. Thus, as a whole, the production sec~
tor 1s less affected by inflation than are
the office and service sectors (taken as a
whole). Still, the majority of the sector

is not organized, and even those that are in
unions are . being pushed downward by
inflation.' '

The stegnation of growth in the produc~
tion .sector due to mechanization and run-
awvay industry has already been described.
The effect of this stagnation is that it s
bharder and harder for workers to find Jobs

in production occupations. Former produc -
tion workers fired or laid off from their
old jobs find themselves forced to take Jobs
in the service sector at lower pay and under
worse conditions. Young workers entering
the labor force are more and more £inding it
impossible to get the better-paying produc-
tion jobs,

"In a general sense, inflation is & me-
thod of cutting the wages of the working
class. The diversion of masses of workers
into the low-paid office and service sectors
1s another method of driving the wages and
working conditions of the working class down-
ward, With the upsurge of the CIO movement
in the 1930's, the general conditions of
American workers rose. The momentum of that
movement, coupled with the economic effects
of World War II and then the expansion of
U.S. imperialism, carried the American work-
ing class upward through the 50's and into
the 60's. Now, the trend appears to have
reversed, and the bourgeoisie is pushing the
proletariat backward, At pregsent, the main
forms of this attack on the working class
are indirect (inflation; unemployment, and
run-away industry). However, as the crisis
of imperialism deepens with the growing
strength of the Third World liberation move -
ments, and as the fundamental contradictions
of capitalism become more and more evident,
the attacks on the proletariat will become
more severe and more direct (union-busting,
violent repression of strikes, wage cuts, etc
ete), ¢/

Role in Class Struggle

Revolution will only come about through
class struggle. In capitalist society, par-
ticularly monopoly capitalist society, the
fundamental conflict is between the working
class and the bourgeois class. Within that
class struggle, the working class can win
the support of elements of other classes.
Within the working claaq,the base, core,
center, and leadership of the struggle will
be a firm alliance of three sectors: produc~
tion, office, and service. Within this
basic unity of the three sectors, the pro-
duction sector will be the leading element,
There are a number of reasons for the pro-
duction sector to be the most advanced ele-
ment, While some of these reasons apply to
other sectors as well, taken as a whole they
point to the leading role of production
workers,

1) The production sector is in the most

@2 tretegic position to overthrow the bour-



geoisie. The fundamental foundation of cap-
italism i3 the network of industries that
extract the natural resources, manufacture
and distribute commodities. It is the pro-
duction sector that operates this network.
Thus production workers have the potential

to disrupt, pnralyze, and seize the heart of

the bourgeoisie's power.. The office, sales,
state and service sectors of the economy are,
of course, very important to the capitalists,
but they are not the center.

2) A revolution is more than over-
throwing the bourgeoisie., .A revolution re-
quires replacing a system, not just replac-
ing individual people.
at this stage of historical development, can
replace capitalism is socialism.
of socialism is the social ownership and op-
eration of the means of pyoduction, Thus "
for the task of seizing, reorganizing, and
operating in a socialist manner the.means of
production, this sector 18 key. Of course,
the other sectors of the economy will have
to be reorganized and operated on a social-
ist basis also, but the production/transpor-
tation gystem is key. Furthermore, large
portions of the office, state, agd service
seators of the economy will not be necessary
or desirable under socialism. The labor
freed from these jobs will be needed for the
Iaplnsion of production,

’

3) Of the three core sectors, the pro-

duction sector is the one with the most high-r
It is the

ly socialized working conditions.
eector with the largest concentrations of
workers., 1Its general level of cooperative
labor is the highest. It has a low level of
petit-bourgeois consciousness,
that most advanced element of the economy,
that is, the historical vanguard of the pro-
*ductive process. It can best understand the
inherent inefficiency of the capitalist mode
of production and the vast potential of soc-
ialist production for supplying the world's
needs,

organization. ' Thus its potential for the
ucceptance/development of socialist and rev-
olutionary clasp consciousness is the high-
est. The phrase "proletarian ideology,"
meaning the ideology of the most advanced
element of the laboring population, refers
to the workers in large-scale production.
Thus the production workers will play an im-
portant leading role in the development of
the claes. consciousness of the class as a
-wholeo L )

4) The production sector has a very
high proportion of Third World workers.
Third World workers, of every sector, will -

The essence

It represents

The only system that,:

The forms of productive work develop .
in the proletariat a sense of discipline and°

' sector is not.

play a leading role, because of the dual na-
ture (class and national) of their oppres-
sion.

~ 5) The production sector is the easi-
est to organize of the various sectors.

6) The production sector is the larg-
est of the various sectors. The four labor-
force sectors of the working class are the
following percentages of the class:

Sector % of working class
Production 37%
Office 28%
Service | 22%
Semi-prof 13%
. Total 100% E

The non-laborforce sectors of the working

class (aged and excluded) are difficult to
compare in size to the four sectors above.
Their size will be discussed later in the

paper,

While production workers have a leading
role within the class, this does not in any
way downplay the important role of office
and service sectors. The description of the
productidn workers as being in the advance of
the other sectors is a general principle.
However, at particular times and places, and
In particular circumstances, the other sec-
tors will play a leadership role. It must
also be kept in'mind that the office and ser-
vice sectors are growing while the production
Also, that the offfce sector,
composed overwhelmingly of women, and the
service sector, composed of a high proportion
of women and Third World workers, have im-
portant roles to play in the struggle against
racism and sexism and the struggle for nat-
lonal liberation.

THREE SUB-SECTORS
OF THE PRODUCTION SECTOR

This analysis has broken the sector
down into three sub-sectors--industrial,
small scale, and rural--which will be exam-
ined in more detail,

INDUSTRIAL PROLETARIAT
(SUB-SECTOR)

" Definition

This sub-sector contains those who work
in the large-scale, important, industrial
plants. For the sake of an arbitrary fig-
ure, "large" is defined as more than. 250



13.5% of the TOTAL
o laborforce
" 17.2% of all males in
the laborforce
7.4 of all temales
in the laborforce

TABIE 63 Composition of the Industrial Proletariat Sub-3ector 1969
ALL

.. : white Third World
TOTAL 10,767,000 (100.0%) 8,853,000 282.279 1,914,000 17.8%3
Male 8,524,000 79.1}- 7,064,000 (65.66) 1,460,000 (13.6p
Female 2,243,000 (20.9% 1,789,000 (16.6%, 454,000 ( 4.2%)

TABIE 64 In 1969 the Industrial Proletariat made up:

13.0% or the total white
laborforce

16.5% of all white males
in the laborforce

7.0% of all white females
in the laborfoirce

16.3% of the total TV
laborforce
21.6f of all TW males
in the laborforce
9.1% of all TW females
in the laborforce

blue-collar employees, "Important" is defi-
ned in respect to the economy. These defi-
nitions are in terms of plants, mines, mills,
etc., fot in terms of companies. For ex-
ample, & G.B. factory with only 100 workers
would. not be in this sub-sector, but a Gg
plant with 400 would be. The figure 250 is
Just a rough guideline. Size and importance
wust be taken together. For example, a
small plant of 50 workers producing all of
the world's supply of left-handed blivets
(key to the entire framistan industry) would
be included as basic industry, while a plant
of 350 making hula hoops would not be. Gen-
erally, importance and size run hand in hand,
particularly in the most important areas of
production--steel, auto, electric, rubber,
petroleum, aere-space, machinery, instru- '
ssate, shipyards, appliances, etc.

Algo in the basic industry sector are
those companies whose operations provide
direct support to the means of production as
8 whole. These are the large and important
tzansportation, communications, and energy
metvorks. Although the workers in these in-~
dustries do not themeelves produce gaterial
wealth, they provide absolutely essential
services to those that do, Again, the em-
phasis is on large and important operations.

It should be noted here that the stat-
istics in Tables 63 to 66 dividing urban
production workers into industrial and
small-scale sub-sectors are not as accurate
as the statistics presented for other class-
es, sectors, and sub-sectors. This is be-
cause the only statistics discovered that
broke down the laborforce by size of plant
were not very detalled, and they only cover-
ed the total number of workers with no
breakdown as to sex or mationality. Thus
the statistics for the national and sexual
composition of the two urban sub-sectors
given in this paper are figured on the as-
sumption that Third World, white, male and
female workers are distributed evenly be-
ggggg_gp- two nub-sectorq.

This sub-sector is mainly composed of
craftsmen (machinists, mechanics, linemen,
cranemen, rallroad engineers, die makers,
pipefitters, etc.), transport operatives
(railroad workers, truck drivers, bus dri-
vers, forklift operators, etc.), operatives
(assemblers, checkers, cutters, punch press,
sailors, welders, polishers, miners, wmixers,
packers, machine operators, etc.), and lab-
orers (longshoremen, lumpers, warehousemen,
haulers, wipers, etc.).

Most of the full-time basic industrial
workers . have a standard of living in the
middle stratum. It was not possible to finmd
statistics that broke the income figures of
the production sector as a whole into the
urban sub-sectors. However, in general it
can be said that the majority of the full-
time workers in this sub-sector have incomes
between the BLS "LOWER" and "HIGHER" levels.
In other words, the middle stratum.

It would be safe to say that the major-
ity of the companies whose plants and opera-
tions are in the industrial sub-sector are
owned by members of the bourgeoisie. Of
course, not all plants owned by giant com-
panies are in this sector, just those that
are large .and important. Generally speaking,
the wages of this sector are higher than the
other sub-sectors. This is not due to the
benevolence of the bourgeoisie, but to two
main factors. The first, and most import=~
ant, is that the workers of basic industry
have been able to form unions and wage
fierce, bitter struggles for improved wages
and conditions. The second is that the
bourgeoisie is able to afford a high degree
of mechanization and automation. This means
that, through the use of machinery, workers
in these large plants can 'produce much more
than workers whose employers have less«

developed or sophisticated means of produc~-
tion,

Although their wages are relatively
high, workers in basic industry are the



most exploited of all sectors., exploitation
ie the difference between the amount of
wealth produced by a worker and the amount
of wealth returned to him or her as wages.
As an abstract theoretical example, a worker
who produces $30 worth of goods or services
per hour and is paid $7 per hour is more ex-
ploited than a worker who produces $10 worth
of goods or services per hour and is paid
$3.50 per hour. However, while the workers
of basic industry ere the most exploited,
they are not the most oppressed.

Oppression relates to the wages paid,
the difficulty of the work, and the condi-
tions under which the work is done. To go
back to the previous example, the worker

producing $10 worth of goods per hour is pro-

bably physically working harder and faster,
in more dangerous or unpleasant conditions,
with more harassment from the boss, longer
hours, and with greater job ineecurity--all
for half the wages and fewer benefits (if
any). 2 , . .

Even though most of the members of this
sub-sector are in the middle stratum, this
does not mean that they are well-paid. The
middle etratum is still below the amount
necessary for a secure and comfortable stan-~
dard of living.

Organization .

This is the best organized part of the
working class. Most of the members of the
imdustrial proletariat sub-sector belong to
unions. This does not, of course, mean that
they are able to successfully defend their
rights. Often the unions are an added op-
pression on the back of the workers,. In
pany cases the union is a great hindrance to
the organization of the workers into groups
that will fight for their interests. Thus
the key question is not whether the workers
are organized into & union, but whether they
are organized into a union that will fight
for them rather than against them. On this
bnaia, it must be said that the industrial
proletariat (and for that matter the entire
working class) is very poorly organized.

Soccial Situation

Basic industry workplaces are large:
large in space--often several square miles--
and large in numbers of workers--some em-
ploying thousands in a single factory com-
plex. Generally, most of the work is highly
socialized, with each worker doing a few
speclalized tasks over and over again in

close cooperation with other workers. For
most of the workers the job is boring and
repetitive. In assembly-line situations the
worker is forced to function like a machine,
at high speed, which causes great tension
and strain. Often the plant is dirty, noisy,
dangerous, poorly ventilated, cold or very
hot, filled with disease-causing agents, and
inadequately lighted. Work in the massive
factories 1s extremely alienating and div-

‘orced from any sense of creativity.

Even more oppressive than the nature of
the work is the constant speed-up. The cor-
porate bosses strive every minute to squeeze
more and more work from each employee. New
machines are introduced to cut the number of
workers but increase production. Machines
are run faster and faster, compelling the
workers to keep up and increase the pace.
Furthermore, the worker himself is forced to
function as a machine. Each motion of the
worker's fingers, hands, body, feet, head °
is carefully calculated and measured by the
time-motion study experts. Every move of
the worker i8s as regulated and regimented as
the motions of the machines.

Because the work is highly socialized
and integrated, it trains the industrial
proletariat into patterns of discipline, co-
operation, and mutual dependence; First,
because the job is designed to be accomplish-
ed by many workers operating together; sec-
ond, because the industrial proletariat must
depend on each other for things like safety,
rellief, and training.

The industrial proletariat are the most
important producers of material wealth., Yet
little wealth is returned to them. The con-
tradiction between those who own the means
of production (capitalists) and those who
operate those means (labox) is clear to see
within this sector. The result of the high
degree of socialization and this direct re-
lationship to the means of production is
that this sub-sector i{s the most likely to
develop and accept the principles of social-
ism. It is easiest for the industrial blue-
collar workers to understand the interdep-
endence of all aspects of the economy, the
value of cooperative labor, and the neces-
sity of seizing and running the means of
production on & socialist basis.

The owners of the large industrial
plants are never seen or talked to by the
workers in this sector. Even the hired
plant managers and other upper-echelon sup-
ervisors are remote and distant from the
workers, It is practically impossible for
a blue-collar worker to be promoted up into
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the management. Thus the industrial prole-
tariat is not likely to identify with the
management or to aspire to or think of pro-
motion beyond foreman. Since it costs mil-
lions or billions of dollars to set up these
factories, industrial blue-collar workers
are not likely to dream of using their
skills to set up their own business. As a
result, the industrial proletariat is less
influenced by petit-bourgeois ideology, par-
ticularly the "Horatio Alger" myths, than

are other sectors. -

Because of the large numbers of workers
together, a feeling of solidarity, power, and
pride may be genmerated --a feeling of being
part of a great endeavor. For example, at
shift change when the thousands of fellow
preletarians are together and visible, Of
sourse the bourgeoisie are aware of this
end do their best to destroy feelings of
wnity by creating race, sex, status and in-
¢ema divisions which they then inflame into
satagonisms, - ‘

Role in Class Struggle

Y, Because there are many workers concen-
trated in a single location, suffering from
the same oppression, used to mutual coopera-
tion, and with a sense of unity stemming
from their participation in daily activity
together, the industrial proletariat has
been the easiest to organize. Even so, the
struggle to organize this sub-sector was
long, hard, bloody, and bitter.

Furthermore, their position in the °
basic industrial plants of the economy gives
them powerful strategic leverage. - First,
because they have the power to affect the
economy as a whole. For example, 1if there
is a strike in steel, or coal, or rubber, .
it affects hundreds of other industries. A
strike in tramsportation, communications,

or energy can affect the entire nation..

Second, the industrial proletariat is ex-
perienced in operating the most important
units of the economy. In a socialist revo-
lution, the industrial proletariat's ability
to selze, and operate, basic industry is of
decisive importance. In any socialist revo-
lution the industrial proletariat, because
of its strategic location, idéological dev-

, elopment, and mass character will play the

leading role.

SMALL-SCALE PRODUCTION
(SUB-SECTOR)

This sub-sector contains blue collar:
workers employed in the small-scale and less
important places of production or transpor-
tation. This includes the small plants of
big companies. The size of these firms
would run roughly from 1 to 300 production
workers. Also in this sub-sector are con-
struction workers (even if they are working
on a big project) because they do not have
8 permanent relationship to any particular
Job, but rather do their task and then move
on to another site. Other factors, such as
socialization of work, also make them closer
to the small-scale sub-sector than to the
industrial proletariat sub-sector.

As was explained in the section dealing
with the industriallproletsriat, the nation-
al and sexual. figures given in Tables 65 and
66 are calculated on the assumption that the
different types of workers are distributed
evenly between the two sub-sectors. This
assumption is probably not correct, how-
ever. It is probable that due to the lower
wages, poorer working conditions, racist
union practices, and racist policies of the
bourgeoisie that Third World and women pro-
duction workers have a higher proportion of
their numbers in the small-scale sub-sector,
And, of course, if that's true, then white

G male urban production workers have a higher



proportion of .their numbers in the industrial
sub=-sector.

This subrsector is composed of crafts-
msen (bakers, cabinetmakers, construction
ctuftn-n, mechanics,. printers, tool and die
makers, etc.), transport operatives (truck
drivers, etc.), operatives (assemblers,
checkers, cutters, machine workers, packers,
textile workers, etc.), laborers (construc- .
tion laborer, freight handlers, warehouse-
men, lumpers, etc.). -

Income = '

While accurate statistics were not
found that broke down the urban workers'
income by sub-sectors, it is almost certain
that the income of the emall-scale sub-
gsctor i lower than that of the industrial
sub-sector. Probably most of the members
of this sub-sector are in the bottom stratum.

Social Situation lnd Organization
E [

The companies whose plants compriee
this sub-sector are owned by a mixture of
the bourgeoisie and petit-bourgeoisie, most
of them the latter. The petit-bourgeoisie
is not able to compete with the bourgeoisie
in developing their means of production, so
thair factories are not as highly developed
ot sophisticated as those of the ruling
class, The result is that workers employed
by the petit-bourgeoisie do not have as
high a level of production as those employed
by the bourgeoisie. Yet the petit-bourgeois
ownar. has to compete in the market place
with other petit-bourgeois businessmen and
the bourgeoisie. Since they cannot obtain

"as high a productivity from their workers,
the petit-bourgeois businessmen have to cut
coste by paying lower wages, forcing the
workers. to labor as hard as possible, spend-
ing & minimm of money for safety, ventila-
tion, lights, etc. The result is that work-
ers in the small-scale sub-sector are, on
the whole, more oppressed than workers in
the industrial proletariat. The major ex-
ceptions to this are those who work in
small plants owned by the large monopolies,
whose working conditions are affected by
the organized strength of the industrial
proletariat in the firm's larger plants.
Also, construction workers are not, in gen-
eral, as oppressed as most other small-
scale sub-sector production workers.

Like the industrial proletariat, this
aub-sector's relation to the means of pro-
duction. and the socialized nature of its

a7

work creates fertile ground for socialist
consclousness. But there are some factors
that make this sub-sector's potential for
organization, action, and consciousness
weaker than that of the industrial prole-
tariat.

Because these workplaces are small, it
is harder to develop a sense of power and
solidarity. Strikes are harder to win be-
cause picket lines are weaker, the workers
have less savings to fall back on, and their
strikes do not have as much impact on the
whole economy. As a result, this sub-sector
1s not as well orgenized as the industrial
proletariat sub-sector. On the other hand,
they are in general better organized than

the office and service sectors or the rural
proletariat sub-sector.

Most of the owners and managers of com-
panies in this sub-sector are much closer to
the workers in terms of visibility, communi-
cation, and class status (petit-bourgeols
instead of bourgecis). The opportunity for
promotion or advancement through pleasing
the boss 18 greater in this sub-sector than
in the industrial sub-sector, where promotion
to better blue-collar jobs is usually on the'
basis of seniority, and supervisory jobs are
given to college graduates, management train-
ees, or other people who are not from the
shop floor. Since workers in this sub-sector
are less protected by unions, the workers
have a greater fear of being fired if they
displease the boss. Thus through fear or
desire for advancement, there is a somewhat
greater tendency for these workers to try
to please (or give the appearance of pleas-
ing) the boss. Of course, the higher oppres-
sion, closer contact with the owner, and
lower wages move some members of this group
toward a deeper and more bitter hatred of
the boss than is usual with the industrial
proletariat. In other words, there is a
greater range of attitudes towards the own-
ers than is found within the industrial pro-
letariat.

On the other hand, the smaller nature
of these businesses makes it easier to un-
derstand and perceive exploitation. This is
because, with fewer workers involved in pro-
duction, it is easier for them to get to-
gether, calculate how much labor they con-
tribyted to the product, how much they are °
paid, cost of materials and equipment, and

then compare that total with the price of
the commodity.

In some cases the capitalization of the
businesses in this sector is small enough
that an agressive, upwardly mobile, blue-
collar worker (particularly a skilled crafts-



stn) can dream of forming a partnership,
floating a loan, and going into business for
himself using the skills learned, and con-
tacts made, on the job, The fact that only

a tiny handfull ever actually accomplish this
does not deter the dreamers from dreaming.
This is another factor that tends to increase
petit-bourgeois influence among this sector,
as compared to the industrial sub-sector.

Of course, this only means that there is more!
likelihood of opportunist elements with-in
this sub-sector, for the great majority of
swall scale sub-sector proletarians have no
illusiona about becoming businessmen, do not
toady to the boss, do not identify with the
owner, and have a deep hatred of their
oppressors. ‘ e

This sub-sector, and the service sector,
contain a large number of undocumented immig-
rent workers, the so-called "illegal aliens™.
These workers are uncounted and do not show
up in statistice, but their numbers run into
the millions. While some of them labor in
agriculture, most are employed in urban areas.
In small scale production and service, and to
a lesser extent in large-scale production.
These workers suffer all of the oppression
that other Thixd World workers suffer as nat-
ional minorities and ‘as workers. In addition
‘they suffer special oppression from the gov-
ernment, the media, and the bosses.

When the economy is "up" they are re-
cruited by the capitalists to come to the
U.S. and work in the lowest paying, most
oppressive jobs, When the economy turns "down'
the bourgeoisie, and their state, launch a
campaign to round-up and deport these workers,
Capitalists like to employ undocumented work-
exrs because their position outsidefthe law
.prevents them from excercising any of the
democratic rights that have been won by
other parts of the working class in bitter
struggle. Keeping these workers in an "1i1l-
egal” status prevents them from resisting the
vicious exploitation of the employers and is
a not-so-subtle form of undercutting the
gains won by the proletariat in the past.
Further it is one more opportunity for the
bourgeoisie to divide the working class and
trick different parts of the proletariat into
fighting each othery instead of the real enemy.
The result of this situation is that the un-
documented worker is forced to work at wages
far below those paid to the rést of the pro-
letariat, to work longer hours, under worse
conditions, and is often the victim of special

atrocities from the boss. :

The marking of some members of the pro-
letariat as "illegals" is an artificial and
falee concept promoted by the bourgeoisie for

their foul purpbses. Undocumented workers are
part of the working class like all the rest
of us. They sweat to create wealth, they are
exploited, and they work side-by-side with us.
In the final analysis, all of the American
proletariat, with the exception of Native
Americans, are immigrant workers. The singl-
ing out of a few of our number as "illegal"
is a cruel hoax used by the bourgeoisie to
split and oppress all workers.

Role in Class Struggle

Compared to the industrial sub-sector,
the small-scale sub-sector is not as strate-
glcally located. It will play a less im-
portant role in taking over the economy and
building socialism.  Once again, this 1s a
relative comparison between the industrial
and small-scale sub-sectors. Overall, the
small-scale sub-sector will play a vital and
leading role., 1In addition, because of the
higher level of oppression, higher level of
economic suffering, and greater percentage
of Third World workers and women workers,
this sub-sector will in some periods dnd lo-
cations surpass even the industrial sub-
gector in development of consciousness, mili-
tancy, flerceness in struggle, and develop-
went of leadership, '

RURAL PROLETARIAT
(SUB-SECTOR)

Definition

This sub-sector contains those who work
for wages in farming, stock-raising, dairy,
fishing, and logging.

The statistics in Tables 67 to 69
should be taken with a large grain of salt,
Although they are the best that could be
found, they are not too accurate. First of
all, the Census tends to undercount working
class people as a whole. Second, working
class women are undercounted to an even
greater degree, Third, farm workers are un-
dercounted to a greater degree than any other
sector of the class. Fourth, Third World
workers (and especially Third World farm
laborers) ate-consigtently undercounted to
a greater degree than white workers. And
last, there are large numbers of undocument~
ed farm workers who are not counted at all,

Thus it is probable that the total num-
ber of farm workers is greater than the sta-

ai_stica above would indicate. This is par-
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ticularly true for women because farm work-

ers often work as a family unit with only

the family head showing up in statistics.
~As can be easily seen in Table 69, this

i¢ the lowest-paid part of the working class,-

except for the private household occupation=
al category. t : :

Organization

. This has been a difficult group to or- '
ganize. As will be discussed later, the :
level of socialization is low. The very low
wages of rural proletarians do not allow
them to build up the financial reserves ne-
cessary to carry on protracted struggles on
their own resources. ‘Because rural areas
are far from the centers of the working
class population, farm workers have to face "
bourgeois anti-organization repression with-
out the working clase support that can be ,
generated in urban areas, This is particu-
larly importent because strikes in the fields
have to be won in short periods of time (har-
., vest season). ' Thus, the difficulty of mobi-
lizing large numbers of class-consclous
workers to defend a picket line from gcab
or police attack weakens rural proletsrians'
ability to win strikes.

The result is that farm workers have to
depend on indirect working class support in
the form of donations, boycotts, political
pressure, and occasional mobilizations.
While this indirect support is, of course,
helpful and important, it is not as power-
ful as the broad class support that the in-
dustrial proletariat could call upon in the

bitter organizing battles of the 1930's,
such as the San Francisco General Strike in
support of the longshoremen and seamen, and
other less dramatic instances of breoad class
support for particular strikes.

In addition to the general problems
that face all farm workers, large sections
of the rural proletariat face special prob-
lems in organizing. Migrant workers, roam-
ing from field to field, crop to crop, state
to state, have great difficulty in forming
an organization with a solid base and con-
tinuity. Furthermore, having only a tempor-
ary relationship to each different work-
place makes it difficult to organize and
wage a long-term struggle.

A large séction of the rural pro-
letariat is forced to live and work in semi-
feudal conditions. The Black farm laborers
of the South and the Chicano farm workers of
the Southwest often live as semi-serfs, under
the despotic control of the plantation owner.
This' is true for both wage workers (rural
proletarians) and sharecroppers (small farmer
class). The tremendous power that the land-
lord holds over the workers, based on econo-
mic control, racism, historical custom, laws,
and naked force, is used to rule both their
working and non-working lives, :

There is another large section of the
rural proletariat that, because of the par-
ticular nature of their work, has built up
strong traditions peculiar to their industry.
This is true for occupations such as lumber-
man, fishexman, cowboy, shepherd, etc. These
traditions are progressive in the sense that

* TOTAL
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TABLE 69 Rural Proletariat by economic strata 1969
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they develop a strong sense of solidarity and
group cohesion. But they are reactionary in
the sense that they have tended (under the
careful encouragement of the bourgeoisie) to
emphasize individualism, competition, and
chnuvinimnh

In spite of all the difficulties the
last decade has seen the most successful and
sustained union organizing drive in US agri-
cultural history. Basing itself in the op-
pressed Chicano/Mexicano and Philippine nat-
ional minorities, and including workers of
all nationalities, the UFW has scored sig-
nificant gains in organizing a portion of
this sub-sector. However, the prob-
lems they face are serious and difficult.
After 10 years of bitter struggle, the union
is still fighting for its life and its sur-
vival is seriously threatened: first by .the
intrinsic difficulties of organizing the
rurel proletariat and second (and more im-
portantly) by the massive resistance being
put up by .gribusiness and the tremendous
repression from the state and reactionary
trade union misleaders.

-

Evolution
This is a shrinking sector. Every year
there are fewer jobs available, The farms,

ranches, and dairies are mechanizing, re-
placing many workers with each machine. The
timber industry in many parts of the country.
is dying out. The fishing industry is both
mechanizing and running away to Third World

countries with anti-union dictators. The
result is that there are always a large num-

ber of unemployed rural proletarians drifting
around looking for jobs. This competition
_for jobs and insecurity is another difficulty
in the way of organizing this sub-sector. Un-
employed rural proletarians are forced into
the urban areas to find jobs, usually in the
lowest-paying levels of the production or
service sector. The entire historical trend,
since the onslaught of monopoly capitalism,
is for this group to be forced off the land
and into the factories. It is possible to
forsee a not too distant future in which
this sector will be all but eliminated, with
only a tiny remnant working as machine op-
erators on mechanized farms.

Social Situation

Tht farms, fleeth, ranches, and logging
cemps where this sector works dre owned by a
mixture of the bourgeoisie and petit-
bourgeoisie, with a small number of workers
employed by the small farmer class. The

*‘}J’::.. L B

trend has been for these businesses to be

consolidated and taken over by the bourg-

eolsie., Within a short time, all signifi-
cant means of agricultural production will
be owned by the bourgeoisie. N

The exploitation and oppression of the
rural proletariat is-very high. Agricultu-
ral products are America's biggest export,
bringing in billions of dollars to the bour-
geoisie, But agricuitural workers are one of
the lowest-paid groups in the country. As
agri-business (in this paper the term '"agri-
business" will also include the fishing,
timber, dairy, and stock-raising industries)
takes over smaller operations, it usually
introduces advanced and sophisticated means
of production, such as harvesting machinery,
planters, automatic milkers, seagoing fish
processing factories, and helicopters to
herd animals, The' fast pace of mechaniza-
tion in agriculture has resulted in a steedy
decline in the number of rural proletarians;
at the same time, the nature of the work has
become more like that of the urban proletar-
iat. Still, at this time, agricultural work
is not as highly socialized as other produc-
tion work., In fact, much agricultural work
is still done by hand, and agricultural
workers have to be skilled at all phases of
food production. In other words, the divis-
ion of labor has not progressed nearly as
far in agriculture as it has in other areas
of production,

The rural proletariat is terribly op-
pressed, particularly migratory workers and
Black farm hands in the South whose condi-
tions are semli-feudal: starvation wages,
unheated waterless shacks, often wages paid
in credit at the boss's store, children hav-
ing to work instead of going to school, en-
dangered by pesticides, no health care,'and
no protection of their legal rights. Con-
ditions are almost as bad for the non-
migratory and non-Black agricultural workers.
Aimost all rural proletarians have to work
10-12 hour days for lousy pay, and in poor
conditions,

The size of the workplace and the nat-
ure of the work varies widely. Some farms
employ only 1 or 2 workers, others hundreds
or even thousands at harvest or planting
season., Some of the work is highly mechan-

‘ized, some is almost completely unmechan-

ized. On the whole, agricultural work tends
to be less socialized than industrial work.
The majority of rural proletarians' labor

is more or less on an individual basis, with
little compartmentalization of tasks. In
harvesting crops, where the pay is based on
a plece rate, the rural proletarians are

0



Bourgeois are not included.

laborforce
10.9% of all males in
: the laborforce
17.2% of all females
) in the laborforce

TABLE 70 Total number of Government workers 1969

ALL - .white Third World
TOTAL 10,615,000 (100.06) 8,802,000 (82.9%) 1,813,000 (17.1%)
Méle- 5,379,000 2 50.7%3 4,460,000 éha-oﬁ) 919,000 ( 8-7%;
Female 5,236,000 ( 49.3%) 4,342,000 (40.9% 894,000 ( 8.u%

Note- These figures only include members of the Working Class who
are employed by the government. Government employees who are Petit-

TABLE ;1 In 1969 Government workers made up:
13. of the TOTAL 12.9% of the total white
laborforce
10.3% of all white males
in the laborforce
17.0% of all vwhite females 17.9% of .all TW females
in the laborforce

15.4% of the total TW
laborforce

13.4% of all TW males
in the laborforce

in the laborforce | *

often in competition with each other. The
result is that the nature of. the work does
not build as strong a sense of cooperation

and unity as does the work of the industrial

proletariat.

Role in Clase Struggle

Agriculture in the U.S. is a vital and
key area of the economy. But because of its
spread-out nature,; covering millions of
square miles, and the inherent difficulties
of organizing the rural proletariat, it is
unlikely that workers of this sub-gector will
play as leading a role in soclalist revolu-
tion as the urban proletariat. However, the
struggles of the rurdl proletariat have al-
ready played a vital role in awakening the
consciousness of the national minority peop-
les and the class as a whole. The"
civil rights struggles of the BRlack rural
population in the 1960's were thd cry that

awoke the Black workers of the cities and
shook the entire nation. The current lead-

ing role played by Black workers is directly
traceable to the movement in the Black rural
South, The same holds true for the Chicano/
Mexicano national minority. The farmworkers'
fight is still the leading struggle of the
Chicano/Mexicano people, and its influence
is being felt among the large Chicano/Mexi-
camourban proletariat. While the leadership
and exemple of the rural proletariat will
continue to be felt, in the final analysis
the center of class struggle in the U.,S.
will be in the urban areas.

'~ GOVERNMENT WORKERS

In all of the sectors of the working
8 the majority of people are employed by

qlns

private enterprise. However, in each sec-

tor there are some people who are government

workers. By government workers the paper
means employees of all types of government
(federal, state, etc.) who by the nature of
their work are members of the working class.
(Petit-bourgeois government employees are
not included.) To a degree government work-
ers -have in common some social/political/
economic aspects regardless of which sector
they are part of. The question is, should
government workers constitute a separate
sector of the working class, This paper
takes the position that they should not,
that a government office worker has more in
common with an office worker in private en-
terprise than with a government production
worker. Nevertheless, there are some things
which government workers hold in common and
these should be analyzed.

' Members of all tour working class sec-
tors are employed by government. Table 72
below gives the number of workers in each
sector employed by government. Table 73
gives the percentage of each sector in gov-
ernment service.

Government workers are not exploited in
the same sense as workers for private enter-
prise. No single individual or group. of
stockholders make direct profit from the
labor of government workers. Those in posi-
tions of power over the government workers
do not derive material benefit from the
labor of those under them; thus they do not
have the same kind of material incentive for
speed-up, increased production, short-chang-
ing on safety equipment, or other practices,
as does private business, The result is
that the fundamental contradiction between
labor and capital is less apparent for the
government workers than for the rest of the
working class.
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Note-These figures do not include
working on ‘government contracts.

by the government, W of all whit
the government, ete.

TABLE T2 Government workers by sector.

TOTAL white ™ Male Female
Semi-Professional 3,830,000 3,420,000 . 410,000 1,731,000 2,099,000
Office 3,030,000 2,523,000 507,000 971,000 2,059,000
Service - 2,h16,000 1,819,000 597,000 1,463,000 953,000
Production 1,339,000 1,040,000 299,000 1,214,000 125,000

TABIE T3 Pexcentage of each sector that 1ls employed by the government 1969
TOTAL white TW Male Female
Semi-Professional U4%  4u% 506  4op  S0%
2

0ffic
Servize i%% i?% 12% igé i;; .
Production 5 Tob & 3%

s &b
How to interpret this table: 44% of all Semi-Professionals are employed

employees of private companies who are

e Senl-Professionals are employed by

On the other hand, the wages of govern-

ment workers are generally set to match the
prevailing wages among private-énterprise
workers doing similar jobs, The result is
that government employees' incomes are no

higher than those of workers who are direct-

ly exploited.

Govermment workers service the produc-
tion system as a whole. For example, main-
taining the road network, ports, airfields,
etc., providing basic education to future
workers, conducting research that will be
used by industry, collecting taxes, etc,
Hence, since the government proletariat is °
paid the same as directly exploited workers
in private enterprise, and since the labor
they perform is used by business to make
profits, publicly employed workers are, in
a gense, indirectly exploited,

A

.Because they are not employed directly
by the capitalists and some of their serv-
cies are needed by both business AND the
public, their role in social struggle be-
comes less clear than that of employees of
private enterprise. For example, a strike
by municipal bus drivers or snow-removal
workers makes it more difficult for stores
to get customers and factories to get their
full workforce. This hurts business. But
the strike also hurts workers, who lose pay
or even their jobs. It also hurts ‘people
who depend on public transportation or

clear streets to take care of necessary ac-
tivities. fThe result of this duality is that
there is greater opposition among the people
to public employees' strikes. Laws have'
been passed restricting the rights of public
employees to organize or strike. Government
workers realize that the people at large in
pome cases depend on them and so are caught
in & bind when conditions .warrant strike ac-

tion. These factors hinder the organization
and struggle of government workers.

Two contradictory factors influence con-
sciousness of public employees. The indir-
ect relationship to the means-of-production
weakens class consclousness (the concept of
belonging to a working class engaged in his-
torical and inevitable struggle with the
owners of the means-of-production) and may
lead some to see their enemy as the 'public"
(either taxpayers in general, or those whom
the government worker directly serves, such

. as customers at post office windows). It
may lead some to see thelr enemy as limited
only to the politicians in office. It may
cause some to see their oppression in
strictly raclal or sexual terms.

On the other hand the fact that govern-
ment jobs are less discriminatory towards
national minority people and women has meant
that the government workforce has over the
past forty years grown to include a high per-
centage of those workers. Furthermore, the
limited protection of civil service has al-
lowed government workers and particularly
Third World and women workers to develop a
consciousness of resistance and rebellion
with less fear of being fired than those in
private enterprise. Thus the potential for
leadership from Third World and women work-
ers is very high among the government seg-
ment.

While their position as public employ-
ees makes the fundamental contradiction be-
tween ¢tapital and labor somewhat less clear
for government workers, their position al-
lows them to understand- the role of the
state much more clearly. Since any struggle,
even for minimal economic demands, throws
these workers into conflict with the state,
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they tend te develop a very clear conscious-
neas of the role of the state as an agency
of the rulers and an enemy of the workers.,

The Non-Laborforce Sectors
" of the Working Class
TR

The last two sectors of the proletariat ;.

contain people who are no longer members of
the laborforce. In other words, people who
no longer work, and rgceive less than half
of their: income from ownership of stocks,
bonds,  shares of a business, and rents.

A non-working person who receives more than
half of his or her income from these sources
is considered. to be patt of the petit-bour-
gooioie. . /

It proved practically impossible to ob-'
tain good statistical data for these two
sectors., Accordingly, the figures presented
are rough estimates. There was mot enough
data to even make an estimate on the nation-
al composition of the two sectors. Since
the members of these sectors are not part of
the labotforco, there is no p&rcentage com-
parison between these two soctors and" other :
sectors and cloosea. i

THE AGED SECTOR

-

Definition

This sector contains those people who
are unable to be part of the laborforce be- |
cause of a physical reason. For most mem-
bers this physical reason is age; for others
it is injury, disease, blindness, mental
illness, or low intelligence. It is impor-
tant to note that who falls under this defi-
nition ie a very relative question. In

‘this case we are talking about the situation
in 1970 America. The great majority of the .
members of this sector could perform useful
productive work if given the opportunity.
Because, under capitalism in 1970, these
workers are not as profitable as younger or
healthier workers, they are denied the op-
portunity to lead (or continye to lead)
productive lives. However, if there arose
a shortage of labor, such as that of World
War II, many of these workers would not be
considered too old or disabled to find em-
ployment. Under a social/economic system

designed along socialist lines for the bene-:

fit of the people instead of just the capi-
taliste, most of these people would have the
opportunity to lead productivo lives 1f they
Ldooltn‘ to.do so. . A

= i

Almost all of the members of this sec-
tor obtain the majority of their income from
one or more of the following sources: re-
tirement or pensions from private enter-
prise, social security, welfare, contribu-
tions from relatives, insurance, and savings,
Not included in this sector are those aged
or disabled people who get over half their
income from stocks, bonds, rents, annuities,
royalties, or profits from business, They
would be members of the petit-bourgeoisie.
Not in this sector or class are those who
are living with and primarily supported by
members of other classes. That is, if a
retired or disabled person is living with
family and more than half of his or her real
income (cash plus free services such as food,
clothing, housing, etc.) is supplied by
those he or she is living with, then such a
person 1s a direct dependent and considered
a member of the class his or her provider
belongs to.

Composition

Rough estimate of composition of Aged Sec~
tor 1969

TOTAL 18,000,000
Male 6,500,000
Female 11,500,000

The majority of the members of this sector
are in it because of age (about 16 million).
The proportion of Third World peoplé in this
sector (compared to their numbers in the
population as a whole) is probably a little
higher than the proportion of whites.

Income

Practically all of those in this sec-
tor are poor. With few exceptions all of
them are either below the BLS "LOWER'" stan-.
dard of living, or just barely above 1t,

In 1971 the "LOWER" budget for a retired
couple was $3,176 and for a single retired
peraon $1, 747.

Evolution

This sector is growing steadily, both
in absolute numbers and as a proportion of
the population. This 1is primarily a result
of the policies of the boyrgeoisie, who
steadily eliminate older workers and replace
them with machines and younger workers,
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There is practically nao organization
among this sector. Since the ruling classes
can no longer exploit any profit from these
ex-workers, they have no further use for
them and no desire tp continue contributing
to their survival through taxes and retire-
ment. Thus the bourgeoisie opposes any sort
of organization among the members of the
aged sector to prevent struggle for better
living conditions, higher pensions, higher
social gecurity and welfare, or anything
else that would better or prolong their
lives. Without any relation to the means-
of-production they can generate little eco-
nomic power. Injured, 111, disabled, and -
worn out, the members of this sector have
not been able to successfully overcome the
rulers' opposition to organization in the
way that some areas of the laborforce have
been able to, The 'most significant or-
ganizations affecting the aged are labor .
unions who include demands for increased
pensions in their struggles. However, such
unions cover only a fraction of the sector,
and only indirectly involve or work for the
aged.

Social Situation

The economic position of this sector
is very bad. Never very high, the fixed
income of the aged sector is being beaten
down rapidly by the forces of inflationm.

It 18 very difficult for this sector to get
any increase in the amount of their income.
Their former employers, of course, have no
desire to raise pensions and the retired
workers are not able to affect prasuction
by striking. The government is actually
trying to reduce the amount spent on caring
for the members of this sector (and the ex-
cluded sector) and the lack of organization
smong the aged prevents them from developing
enough power to win significant increases.

In this way inflation has had, and continues .

to have, a devastating effect on the members
of this sector. One of the most obvious
symptoms of this is the sharp increase in
the number of elderly shoplifters being
caught by supermarket store detectives,

There are three types of living situa-
tione for members of this sector: living
with relatives (usually children), living
alone (or with husband or wife if still
alive), or living in institutions. Each of
these situations has special problems.

Under the influence of the bourgeoisie,
eur cultwre hss emphasized the nuclear fam-

ily (husband, wife, and children)--as op-
posed to the multi-generation or extended
family--as the proper and desired way of
1ife. A nuclear family culture requires
the purchase of more homes, refridgerators,
TV's, cars, food, and other consumer goods
than does a culture of larger family group-
ings sharing a house,refridgerators,etc. A
nuclear family is less stable, economically

weaker, and consequently is less able to
"engage in social struggle, than a multi-

generation, extended family. These are two
of the reasons the ruling class has shaped
our culture toward nuclear families,

through economic pressure, humor; adverti-
éing, media, literature, and other tech-
niques. The result is that the only cul-
tural role for an old person living with
their children's fawlly is.a negative or
undesirable one. Instead of being the
honored head of the family with a useful
and fulfilling role to play within the fam-
11y, they are usually considered hangers-on,
fifth wheels, and meddlers. Since the bour-
geoisle does 1ts best to shift the economic
load of caring for the old onto -the shoul-
ders of the children, the aged are seen and
felt as a burden. Thus the lives of the
aged living with relatives are full of ten-
sion, boredom, frustration, and bitterness.

The situation is no better for those
who live alone., On their small fixed in-
come, the aged and disabled are only able
to afford small run-down apartments. Be-
cause of 111 health and lack of money, they
are forced to spend most of their time .in
these dismal apartments., They become cut
off from human contact; loneliness and bore-
dom sap their strength. As they become old~
er and weaker, they are less able to care
for themselves and keep their apartment
clean. All of this emphasizes their rejec-
tion by bourgeois society. They begin to
live lives of waiting to die. And under
these circumstances, cut off from the sup-
port of other people, with nothing to look
forward to, they fade away., If they are
too strong to die, but too weak physically
to glve society the illusion of being able
to take care of themselves, they are sent
to institutions, i

Like everything else in society, in-
stitutions for the care of the old and dis-
abled are reflections of class rule. Some
institutions serve only the bourgeoisie or
upper-echelon of the petit-bourgeoisie.
Most institutions serve a mixture of petit-
bourgeois "private patients" and members of
the aged sector. However, the treatment
for the aged sector is much poorer than
that of the private patients, in terms of
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living coaditions, types of medical care
‘given, food, personal care, and other fac-
tore. _

For the aged sector these institutions’
are in effect concentration points where
they are gathered to await death, Because
most of them are run by petit-bourgeois
businessmen or professionals, their func-
tion is to produce profit, not to provide
care, - The result is that the owners charge
as high as possible and provide as little
as possible. They hire as few workers as
they can (at as low wages as they can get
awey with). These workers, with far too
meny patients to care for, are hurried and
harried and unable to provide adequate °
care, The owners, of course, also spend
as liCtle as possible on food, clothing,
furnishings, recreation, and everything
else. The result is that most of these
"homes" are hell holes, more conducive to
death than to life, which is as the bour-
‘geolsie desires. They shape thé culture that
forces the aged into these homes where they
are out of sight and out of mind. There,
the sooner they die, the sooner the ruling
class can stop paying pensions and taxes
for their care.

A large number of the members of this
sector are forced out of the productive pro-
cess against their will, Many workers over
the age of 65 are still healthy enough to
lead useful productive lives. They do not
want to be thrown out. There are tw basic
reasons for this. The first is tha: they
know the problems faced by the aged sector
and they want to avoid, or at least post-
pone, joining their suffering.

The second reason is that most human
beings have a desire to be useful and pro-
ductive. The problem of capitalism is not
that people have to work, but that they are
exploited, oppressed, and alienated from
their work. The desire for a life of idle-
ness and play is a product of bourgeois
thought. Most workers have no dream of 1liv-
ing a life of total ease. Most workers take
pride in the fact that they are useful and
productive and they look with contempt at
those (such as the petit-bourgeois hippies)
who do not do their share of the work ne-
cessary to maintain society. Of course,
they do want more time for themselves and
their families, longer vacations, shorter
hours, and better working conditions. 1In
any case most workers do not like the idea
of being treated like a worn-out pencil and
tossed into the trash as soon as they can't
make enough profit for the boss.

4 -
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Role in Claes Struggle

The aged sector is an oppressed and un-
happy group. Yet, they wiil not, as a '
group, play much of a role 'in social strug-
gle. There are two main reasons for this,
The fi¥st is that, for most, age, ill-
health, and economic weakness prevents them
from taking an active role in class. strug-
Second, it's generally true that the
older a person becomes the more ingrained

are the old ideas. It is difficult for old-
er people to accept new ideas, While both
these reasons are true for the aged sector
as a group, it should be noted that there
are many individual members of this sector
who can and will play important and valuable
roles in ,clads struggle. Some old or dis-
abled people retain their ability to accept
new ideas and have not had their courage
beaten down by long years under capitalism.
These old workers can bring to .class strug-
gle a vast wealth of experience, courage,
wisdom, and proletarian consciousness gained
from half a century of work and struggle.
Their wisdom should be studied and learned
‘from and theilr courage taken as an example.
Those members of the aged sector who are
able to be politically active can perform
an important leadership role. Further, por-
tions of this sector will be able to organ-
ize and engage in struggle, as a group.

THE EXCLUDED SECTOR
Definition

‘This sector contains those who are pre-
vented from becoming part of the labor force.
because of social, political or economic
reasons. It would include those who can
find no jobs because of their race, sex, or
residence in an economically depressed area.

Also, those who cannot seek work because

they have no way to take care of their chil-
dren. And finally, those who are unable to
find work because of their past--for example,
ex-prisoners. All of the members of this
sector are physically able to work. This
sector includes only those whose exclusion
from the laborforce is extended over a per-
iod of years. People temporarily out of
work are members of the sector of their

last job.

The precise definition of this sector
is the same as that of the aged sector (ex-
cept that the reason for being out of the
laborforce i1s social, not physical). That
is, less than one-half of their income is
from 'stocks, bonds, dividends, profits, rent,
royalties, family (husbands, wives, parents,



children), alimony, wages, or another source
directly stemming from the means-of-produc-
tion. If over one-half of their income is -
from retirement, social security old-age
benefits, or some forw of disability, then

* they would be in the aged sector.

Income and Composition ‘

Rough Estimate of rhe Composition, of the
Excluded Sector 1969 :

TOTAL 5,000,000
Male : 500,000
. Female 4,500,000

These figures are for adults only. Depend-
ent children are not included. :

' As you can see, the great majority of
the sector are women. This reflects the
fact that when couples break up, it is al-
most always the women who are left with the
children, Also it reflects various other
sexist social roles forced on men and women
by bourgeois society. The percentage of
Third World people in this sector is very
much higher than their representation in
the general population. i

Income

" The income of this sector is extreme-
ly low. Practically all of its members
1ive below, or Just above, the BLS “LOWER"
stendard of living. '

re
"Mobility and Evolution

This sector is not nearly as stable
a8 most sectors. Depending on circum-
stances, there is a lot of mobility in and
out of it. For example, once-prosperous
areas slide into economic stagnation or
depression, while other areas sometimes
climb out of long-term slumps. The nation
@8 a whole also follows a cycle of boom
and depression. A woman with children,
living on welfare, may marry or find a job
if child care becomes available. Thus fre-
quent changes in individual circumstances
and the local or national economy cause a
great deal of mobility into and out of this
sector, Of course, while many members re-
main in the excluded sector for only a few
yeaxrs, many others are never able to leave
particularly Third World women with severai
childven. Eventually, of course, old age
will bring all excluded sector members into

the aged sector.

Under the inevitable trends of monopoly/
imperialist capitalism this sector will grow
larger and larger. This is because modern
production methods (e.g. automation) require
a smaller and smaller percentage of the pop-
ulation to be engaged in production of use-
ful goods and services. As the number of
necessary worker-hours needed to produce
the goods and service required by society
drops, the unneeded workers must be accoun-
ted for. Some are shifted to the produc-
tion of useless goods or services (war ma-
teriel, electric toothbrushes, advertising,
etc.). However, the increase in worker-hours
devoted to socially useless activity is not
enough to absorb all of the surplus worker-
hours. Hence, the excluded sector grows.
This situation is worsened by the rapid in-
crease in "runeway" shops. That is, the
transfer of production jobs to Third World
countries where wages are kept low through
the power of US imperialism.

Organization

This sector i{s poorly organized. 1In
the last decade there have been many at-
tempts to organize this sector, most nota-
bly the Welfare Rights Organization. These
efforts have had some success at certain
times and locatioms, but no long-term large-
scale organization has been built. Organi-
zing this sector 1s difficult, Most ex-
cluded workers have so little money that
8ll of their energy is spent on the struggle
to survive; they have neither the time nor
the resources to sustain long-term social
struggle. Because they are removed from
the means~of-production, the power that
they are able to apply, even if they are
brganized, is small. The result is that,
when organizations are formed, they have not
been able to do as much for their members so
it was hoped they would. This has resulted
in people falling away from them. As infla-
tion and increased state spending on mili-
tary and police reduce still further the
standard of living of this sector, there
will be more attempts to organize in defense
of their rights and lives, These attempts
will succeed, for short times in certain
places, in uniting and mobilizing the members
of the sector and dramatizing their desper-
ate situation. However, it is unlikely that
these organizations will be able to survive
and grow over a sustained period of time
unless they are linked to, and supported by,
working-class organizations with the power
to affect the means-of-production,
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8m@$pl Situation

There has been a great deal written
about the people in this sector, about their
oppression, their poverty, and their strug-
gles. This paper won't try to duplicate
this body of materisl. However, some points
should be emphasized, :

The bourgeoisie needs to maintain a
large pool of unemployed potential workers,
This reserve laborforce can be used in the
case of a sudden labor shortage due to war
or other factors. It also is used to keep
the wages of the workers low, by threaten-
ing to replace them with those currently
excluded from the laborforce. This sector
is one of the three major pools of reserve
potential labor that the bourgeoisie has
at various times drawn upon:  the excluded
sector, non-working married women, and
forign workers, Also the bourgeoisie needs
people who can be the source of sales with-
out having to be paid wages. Thus this sector
1is very usefull to the ruling class and it is
in their interest to maintain it, expand
it, and deepen its oppression.

It is becoming more and more difficult
for people to leave this sector. For ex-
ample, the children of welfare mothers find
it much harder to locate a job than the
children of other sectors and classes do.
People who have been outof work for several
years find it more and more difficult to
land a job in competition with younger or
more experienced workers. -

A large portion (though not a majority)
of this sector is composed of Third World
people. They suffer racial and nathibnal op-
‘preseion in addition to the economic oppres-
sion sGfferad by the entire sector. As
part of ite efforts to split the working
class along color lines, the bourgeoisie
has emphasized and distorted the Third World
make-up of this sector. First, they force
a .disproportionate number of Third World
people into the sector by racist hiring and
educational practices, and then they claim
that Third World people are lazy and do not
want to work., The bourgeoisic has given
the impression that the great majority of
the excluded sector are Third World and
that the high taxes paid by the rest of the
population are in order to support Third
World people in idleness and luxury. This
line accomplishes many things. It causes
white people to view Third World people as
parasites (instead of the bourgeoisie); it
hides the fact that most Third World people
are members of the laborforce; it blames
high taxes on the excluded sector in gener-

al (and Third World people in particular)
instead of on the bourgeoisie, milicary
spending, corporate rip-offs, imperialism,
etc.

This whole sector suffers humiliation
and oppression above and beyond economic
oppression., It is a natural human desire
to be useful, productive, active, and needed.
Those who are prevented by the bourgeoisie
from leading productive lives suffer from
frustration, guilt, and humiliation., The
bourgeoisie adds to this by laying the
blame for idleness on the individual rather
than the economic system and ‘those who rule
it. The bourgeoisie goes even further, In
order to insure that the excluded sector
will be willing, eager, even desperate, to
take any job opportunity offered if the rul-
ing class finds it necessary to call up some
of their labor reserves, and in order to
maximize . the workers' fear of being forced
into the excluded sector by loss of job, it
is the rulers' policy that members of the
sector suffer every possible humiliation and
oppression that the bureaucracy can devise.
This ranges from the tredtment in long wait-
ing lines to midnight Gestapo-like home sear-
ches to pry into women's personal lives.

Role in Class Struggle

This sector will play an important role
in class struggle. Their high level of op-
pression gives them a strong motive for rev-
olutionary struggle, much stronger than that
of the semi-professional sector or the labox
aristocracy stratum. The large number of
Third World people (particularly women) in
the sector, who suffer intensified oppression
as national minorities (and as women), forms
a militant and highly conscious core for the
sector. Although the members of this sector
are not working, they have close ties to the
rest of the working class. Many of them are
former members of the laborforce, and many
will be returning to the laborforce. Thus
they are not completely isolated from the
historical lessons and influences of the soc-
ialized productive process.

However, this sector will not play the
same leadership role that the office, ser-
vice, and production sectors will play.
First, because the conditions of their lives
do not provide the training in unity and co-
operation that socialized labor does, Sec-
ond, because their :exclusion from the means-
of-production makes them harder to organize
than those members of the class who are at
a workplace, Third, because the fundamental
contradiction between producers and exploit-
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lll. end the consaquent historical ‘role of
productive labor, is less clear 'to those not
involved in the labor process. Fourth, be-
cause their separation from the means-of-
production puts them in a much weaker stra-
tegic location than that of the laborforce.
(particularly the production sector and. 1ts
post advanced sub-sector, the industrial
prolctlriat)

" Thus the excluded sector will play an
important role as a key ally of the produc-
tion, offico, and service sectors.

I3

Controversy Qver the.Proletariat
ﬁx. nl 3 =
There were two inter-related struggles
around the proletariat. First, whether the
proletariat is synonomous with the working
clase, and second, over which part of the
class is the leading element.

l . .
Firet was a long struggle over whether

the word. "proletariat" should mean the whole
working clags or only production workers.
All of the major Marxist theoreticians have
consistantly used the word "proletariat" to
mean the entire working class. However,.a
number of comrades felt that the composition
of the working clase has changed significant-
ly since the classics were written. With the
emergence of monopoly capitalism/imperialism,
large numbers of service & office workers
have been added to the class. It is only
under monopoly capitalism/imperialism that
sections of the old petit-beourgeoisie
(such as public school teachers) have been
forced down into the working class, combining
with new jobs in technical and socigl main-
tenance fields to form a semi-professional -
sector. At the times and places that the
classics were written, this process had not
begun, or was in it's infancy. Thus, when

the classics were written, the great majority
of wage workers were producers of commodities.

and thus "producers" and "ptoletarinns" were
practically aynononoua. :

All Marxists have pointed to the lead-
ing role of production workers, and partic-
ularly workers in large scale industry. There
are many ressons for this. Like all workers,
they own no means-of-production and have
only their labor power to sell in order to
survive; thus they are oppressed and
ezploited Like all workers, they have no
stake in the maintainence of capitalism and
the capitalist class. Production workers are
associated with the most advanced form, or
element, of the economy (modern production).
Modarn pl-duntion mathods oraani:a workers

fm mem g o

into large units and trains them in discipline,
unity, & co-operation. Modern production
concentrates large numbers of workers at a
single location giving them the best
opportunity for political organization and
for engaging in economic struggle to develop
consciousness and train and temper leader-
ship. It is the workers of production/
transportation/communications/energy
(basically the production sector as defined
by this paper) who have the power to paralyze
the economy, and thus the bourgeoisie's
foundation of power, through general strikes

and giezure of the means-of-production. it is
these workers who will have the key role in
building a socialist economy and society.

Thus, since production workers are the
leading element of the working class, many
comrads felt that they, and they alone, should
be called the "proletariat" in order to
indicate their leading role.

While agreeing wholeheartedly that
production workers are the leading sector of
the class, the paper takes the position that
the word "proletariat" must apply to the

i whole working class., There is no question

that the working class has gone through sig-
nificant changes in the past 100 years, but
the changes have not been so great as to
alter the meaning of "proletariat", While
production workers may have formed the major-
ity of the working class a hundred years ago,
this doed not mean that the analysis of the
social/political role of the proletariat as
outlined by Marx and developed by later
theoreticians applied only to production
workers. In fact, at that time there were
large portions of the working class who

were not production workers and the word
"proletariat" was meant to include them,

, Hence, for us now, to define 'prole-
tariat" as consisting only of those placed

by this paper in the production sector would
be to give acompletely new definition to the
word, It would make the reading of all past
Marxist-Leninist literature extremely con-
fusing and difficult to understand. For
example, it would change the meaning of the
phrase "dictatorship of the proletariat" from
dictatorship of the working class as a whole -
over the bourgeolsie to dictatorship of one
part of the working class over everyone else.

There were a few people who advanced a
different argument against defining the
proletariat as only those in the production
sector. Their argument challenged the basic
premise that production workers are the
leading element of the class. They pointed
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out: 1) that production workers are generally
higher paid then are service and office work.
ers; 2) that the production sector of the
economy is stagnating in terms of growth (num-
bers of workers), while the semi-professional '
office, & service sectors are mushrooming;
3) that Third World workers are a higher pro-
portion of the service sector (25.9%) then
they are of the production sector (18.4%) ;

- %) that most women workers are in the office
and service sectors, not in the production
@ector, T v !

They argued that service and office
workers, particularly because of their large
proportion of Third World and women workers,
more oppressed then are production workers.
They felt that under monopoly capitalism/

- imperialism the working conditions of large
numbers of office and service workers are as
highly socialized as those of most production

. workers and that the degree of socalization
among office workers is growing'very fast,
"Thus office and service workers have as
much potential to develop a proletarian
consciousness a8 do production workers,

They held that the leading element of
the working class will be the most oppressed
elements: Third World and women workers.
That Third World and women workers will play
the leading role irrespective of what sector
they are in, Thus, it would be incorrect to
identify production workers as the leading
element by labeling them, and them alone,
as the proletariat,

In regards to this argument, the paper
takes the position that Third World and '
women workers are clearly more oppressed then
white and male workers, and that within each,
sector, work place, union, etc; they will
play a leading role:. But this'does not alter
the relationships between the sectors, For
all of the reasons discussed in the previous
pages, the leading role among the sectors
will be played by the production sector,

rd -

CLASS AND IDEOLOGY

The motive force of revo

lution is class

struggle. Revolutions take many forms and speak

to many issues, but
tions lay in the
- of people whose

production throw

the roots of all revolu-

contradiction between :clagses
relationships to the means-of-
them into inevitable conflict,

However, some revolutionary activists have
lost sight of this fundamental basis of rev-

olution,

and have put forward theories of rev-

olution that see the motive forces as non
class groupings of oppressed peoples,



An example of one of these erroneous
theories is put forward by the Weather Under-
ground Organization in their political state-
ment Prairie Fire. They see the motive force
of revolution as oppressed peoples, consist-
ing primarily of Third World people, women,
and youth, They see: the.primary focus of the
revolution as against U,S, imperialism
(domination of Third World nations), racism,
sexism, and the problems of youth. While
Prairie Fire uses the terminology of class
struggle, the three groupings that they put
forward as the motive force of the revolution
are not classes. There is practically no men-

tion made by Prairie Fire of the proletariat .

and much of what is said about the proletar-
iat is hostile, for example, they £all for
the bourgeois trick of identifing most of the
white male proletariat with the labor aris- .
tocracy stratum. Prairie Fire makes no men-
tion of recent heroic struggles waged by the
working class; even of ones led by Third
World and women workers such as the Farah
and Oneida strikes. This compares to the
strong emphasis they place on various man-
1fectltionn of feminism and "youth culture",

" Simillrly the historic mission of the
proletarist to overthrow the bourgeoisie and
institute socialism isimentioned and dismiss-
ed (as merely a supportive role) in two and
a half sentences, while great emphasis is
placed on the role and activities of the
non-claes groupings. There is no mention at
all of prganizing the proletariat at the
vorkplace, of building class consciousness,
of preparing the working class to see itself
and fight for- 1tse1f as 8 class. .
- Ideologies are nystems of soclal/eco-
nomic/political thought in the sergice of a
.particular class. Thus all ideologies
reflect a particular class outlook. The
. dominant ideology of any given period is the
idcology of the ruling class (in our case
the bourgeoisie), and it serves to re-'
inforce that class's rule. Because the dom-
loant ideology is constantly forced upon us,
8 well as gurrounding us in a million sub-
tle forms, it is necessary to consciously
lttuggle againct it, Since all ideologies are
‘teflections of a particular class stand, the
only way that bourgeois ideology can be suc-
cessfully combated is by adopting, and fight-
ing for,:the ideology of a class that stands
in historical opposition to the bourgeoisie,
the proletariat.,
+The ideology expressed 1n Prairie Fire
fails to do this, Rather it tries to root
itself in a collection of multi-class social
groupings (Third World people, women, youth),
ideology tries to combat some

manifestations of bourgeois ideology--nation-
al chauvinism, racism, sexism, etc--but it
fails, to confront the heart of bourgeois id-
eology which is centered on the contradiction
between social production and private appro-
priation. In other words the exploitation of
the proletariat by the bourgeoisie and petit-
bourgeoisie.

The fact that the majority of Third
World people, women, and youth are members of
the working class does not mean that Prairie
Fire's ideology reflects a proletarian class
stand. First, because those social groupings
are a mixture of people from many classes;
second, because in the absence of a conscious
adoption of a particular class ocutlook and
stand, the ideology that arises spontaneously
is inevitably permeated by the dominant
ideology in the environment (bourgeols ideo-
logy); third, because Prairie Fire ignores,
or is hostile to, large segments of the
proletariat-as a whole; fourth, and most
importantly, because it fails to deal adequat-
ly with the central contradiction between
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat--
exploitation,

By failing to adopt a proletarian class
stand, by failing to root their ideology in
the consciousness/outlook/needs/and histor-
ical direction of the only part s5f the pop-
ulation that can sucessfully overthrow the
bourgeoisie--the proletariat, the Weather
Underground Organization leaves itself open
to bourgeois ideology.: Thus' they will be
unable to sucessfully combat those manifes-
tations of bourgeois rule that they see as

' .central to the revolutionary struggle--

national chauvinilsm, racism, sexism, etc.

National Chauvinsim, racism, sexism,
explolitation, and all other manifestations of
bourgeois rule can only be eradicated by
overthrowing the bourgeoisie and instituting
socialism under the rule of the proletariat.
In order to achieve this all manifestations
of bourgeois ideology must be confronted,

smashed, and replaced with a new ideology.
Since all ideology reflects the outlook and
needs of a particular class, the only
1deology that can sucessfully challenge. and
supplant the hegemony of bourgeois ideology
is an ideology that explicitly roots itself
the proletariat, '

CLASS AND THE INDIVIDUAL

The function of a class analysis is to
enable a revolutionary to examine large seg-
ments of society and draw generalizations



sbout those segments' tnlction to histori-,
cal, economic, and social trends, and those
aag-eato' role in social st le. Another
function of claes analysis is to provide a
tool for analyzing ideology, from the stand- "
point of what class of society that ideology
represents and serves. There are difficul-'
ties, however, in. lpplying class analyais

to 1ndividullaa :

The first difficulty is in placing an
individual in a class., For some, of course,
it's easy--all you have to do is look at
their class position. The Rockefellers are
clearly ruling class (monopoly sector); the
son of a doctor who becomes a lawyer is
clearly petit-bourgeois (professional sec-
tor); the daughter of a longshoreman who
marries an auto worker is clearly working
class (in the production sector). But'the
consciousness of one class/sector lingers

on for an indefinite time after a change in

claes/sector position is made. In other
words, class background also influences
consciousness. For example, what of the son
of an architect (class background) who three
months ago dropped out, of college and got a
Job as a laborer (class positibn), the wel-'
fare mother who gets a job in a garment fac-

tory, the tenant farmer forced off his land

and into the city as a garbage man, or the

typist who married a middle class business-
man?

Another problem is that some people'’ s
lives are a mixture of different relation-
ships to the means-of-production or differ-
ent economic lifestyles. For example, a
truck driver who owns an apartment building,
the wife of a lawyer who works as g file
clerk, & middle stratum proletariad and his
‘wife who 18 a semi-professional worker with
a combined income of $30,000 per year, the
daughter of a small farmer married to a
college professor working as a waitress

while studying to be a dental technician, or ?

a bus driver who owne and runs a bar at
aight.

Even 1if class position and class backe
ground are clear and similar, it only in-
dicates the probability of attitudes. The
general thrust of a class/sector's attitudes
is the composite of the attitudes of mil-
lions of individuals, but each given indi-
vidual may vary widely from the statistical
center. That is, most members of a parti-
cular class/sector will be influenced in
somewhat similar ways by their class situa-
tion. But some, individuals will have com-
pletely different attitudes from the rest .
of their fellow class/sector members, and
all class /sector members will be influen-

ced by their class position to different
degrees and in different ways, For example,
most members .of the bourgeoisie will -strong-
ly oppose an anti-capitalist pro-socialist
movement, but they will oppose it to dif-
ferent degrees and in different ways, and a
few may even ‘support -it. P )
Thus the prime function of a class

analysis is to generalize about large groups
of people and to analyze ideology. It is
difficult to make clear-cut, absolute, pre-
dictions about in individual's attitudes or
actiona based on class, It would be wrong

‘to classify individuals as friend or enemy

solely on their class position or back-
ground. However, this does not mean that
ideas, ideologies and actions of individuals
cannot be analyzed on a class basis. All

- 1deas and social actions are rooted in class

(although influenced by other factors) and

*in the finel analysis are in the service of

a particular class. Class analysis is an

extremely helpful tool in understanding and
criticizing an individual's ideas and social
practice. Often a person is unaware of the

+ class basis of what he or she thinks and does,

but by analyzing the class basis of actions
and ideas their roots can be exposed and

: nderstood ' : ‘

i

Thus a person is a member of a class,
but also is an individual. As a member of
a class, his or her ideas and actions will
be heavily influenced by class background
and position, and these influences are deep,
subtle, and in part uncounscious. As an
individual, a person‘'is also influenced by
many other £actors--1nte11uotual, emotional,
historical, cultural, and political--consc-
ious and unconscious. 1t would be incorrect

i to relate:to a person solely on'the basis

of class. It would be even more incorrect
to ignore class factors in the social, poli-
tical, and cultural actions and ideas of a
person, i

Lastly, it must be remembered that
neither the consciousness of classes nor the
consciousness of individuals 1s a static
thing. Both change. In particular the
consciousness of both classes and individ-
uals is affected by class struggle.



Numarisal cemposition of classes and sectors, by laborforce members 1969.
ho ol 1 figures ia thousands (000) _

£

1 VI I . ’ . . white white ™ ™
B ey TOTAL male  female white : W male female male female
FETIT-BOURGOIS . 14,524 12,030 _2,494 13,658 866 11,368 _2,290 662 204
; Business 5,077 3,982 1,095 4,679 ~ 398 3,672 1,007 310 . 88
, Managerial '~ 4,523 3,713 810 4,320 203 3,577 743 136 67
§ Professionsl 4,924 4,335 ‘589  4,659' 265 4,119 540 216 49
PROLETARIAT 64,171 36,285 27,886 53,358 10,813 30,242 23,116 6,043 4,770
- Sales 4,466 2,385 2,081 4,147 = 319 2,227 1,920 158 161
i Clerfcal 13,874 ' 3,588 10,286 12,235\ 1,639 3,070 9,165 518 1,121
QT-_ Crafte =~ . ' 10,134 9,622 512 8,982 1,152 8,550 432 ' 1,072 80
.-Operative 11,021 6,655 4,366 8,768 2,253 5,359 3,409 1,296 957
4 Transport 2,916 2,782 134 2,351 565 2,233 118 549 16
; Laborer . -3,590 - 3,295 295 2,587 1,003 2,365 222 930 73
" ¥arm Laborer 1,019 - 839 180 670 349 562 108 277 72
_Service - 8,541 3,769 4,772 6,478 2,063 2,829 3,649 940 1,123
. Pvt, Household * 1,215 © '~ 37 . 1,178 ' 510 705 17 493 20 685
Aristocracy . 1,203 1,113 90 1,150 ‘53 1,067 83 46 7
Middle 23,112 18,849 4,262 20,491 2,621 16,736 3,755 2,113 508
Bottos. - 39,856 16,323 23,533 31,716 8,140 12,438 19,278 3,885 4,255
. Seml<Prof, 8,547 ' 4,336 4,211 7,723 824 4,001 3,722 335 489
Office . 17,690 5,349 12,341 15,750 1,940 4,691 11,059 658 1,282
Service 14,050 7,620 6,430 10,405 3,645 5,949 4,456 1,671 1,974

Production , 23,884 18,980 4,904 19,482 4,402 15,603 3,879 3,377 .1,025
- (Agud)® (18,000) ( 6,500) (11,500)
(Bxcluded)® - ( 5,000)(  500)( 4,500)

LL FARMER - 1,273 1,203 70 _1,209 64 1,146 63 _ 57
a‘_!!l’ém'%ldor 1,09 1,033 61 1,042 — 52 987 55 T 46

7l
6
¥ Tenant w10 9 167 12 159 8 1 1

Mﬂ 22.265 49,518 20,450 68,225 1'1.743 42,756 25,469 6,762 4,981
Bt

' Wiote= All of the above figures, except for the Aged and Excluded Sectors, were for
laborforce members only. Since tfié members of the Aged and Excluded Sectors are not
sembers of the laborforce they were shown in parenthesis. The total shown for the
Proletariat does not include the members of the Aged and Excluded Sectors. The totals
giun for all the classes do not include non-working members (housewives, children etc).

‘?‘_.'._' I (]



white white ™ ™
lebor labor labor labor ®nales females males females

force force force force

female yhite TW

labor
~force

TOTAL male

88

Managerial -
-*Professional

TABIE C The Laborforce broken down into Classes & Sectors 1969
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THE ADULT POPULATION 1969

' i—-l&_ourgeoisie 1%
. B

Small Farmer 2%

\ *Un-clessified includes
members of the Armed Forces,
students over 16 years of age,
inmates of institutions, and
those who could not be
accounted for in any other
statistical category.

Un-
Classified
11%* :

This graph show the adult population divided
into classes. The figures are estimates and they include non-working adults.

THE LABORFORCE -CLASSES & SECTORS 1969

corresponds to Table C
Swall Farmer Class 1.6%

Bourgeoisie @17%

Petit-Bourgeoisie 18.2%

Proletariat B80.2%

The above grdaph show how the laborforce is divided into clauses and sectors.
People who are not in the laborforce, such as non-working family members, and
the Aged & Excluded Sectors of the Working Class are not shown.
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THE DIFFERENT LABORFORCE BY CLASSES & SECTORS 1969 Corresponds to Table C

L
white laborforce Third World laborforce
P
: ‘e
Small Farmer 1.8% “Q Small Farmer 0.5% Py
L] \0 - - E 7

...............

female laborforce

male laborforce. .

Small Farmer 2.4% Small Farmer 0. 2% Py

":5 inesg 8.0%

~B
Ne

Pr,
oletar.t,t 9]
.6

Beclusi the Bourgeoisie is so well hidden (stacistically°speak1ng) it
is iwpossible to accuratly measure them in terms of the laborforce. Thus they

are not shown on these graphs. Some of them are counted among the Business
Sector of the Petit-Bourgeoisie, and others are hidden among the Managerial

Sector.



