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INTRODUCTION
Continuing the series of reports oﬁffhe development of
revisionism ir the international comwunist movemen®;, the

report which follcws deals with Goermany in the period up to
the end of 1922.

Among the more important points covered in this :~epor: are: @

1) the influence on the Communist Party of Germany in its
early years of the thought of Rosa Iuxemburg, whose ideas on
many political questions were closely akin to those of Lecn
Trotsky (Appendix: p. 82);

2) the opposition of the CPG, undcr the influence of the ®
anti-Soviet visws of Luxemburg, tc the formation of the Communist
International (p. 18);

3) the strong "leftist"- trerds in the leadership of the CPG
in its early years -- manifested in its opposition to work in
the mass trade unions (p. 13)., its bcycott of the elections to '@
the Constituen?i Assembly ir 1919 (p. 1%7), its initial refusal
to oppose thc eounter-revolutionary Kapp Putsch in 1920 (p. 29),
iss adoption &*“the "thsory of ths general revolutionary off-
ensive" apd the manifestation of this theory in the premature
"March Actioqﬁkpf 1921 (p. 43);

4) the addption by the Communist Internetional, under the e
influence of:Leon Trotsky, in 1921 of the right revisionist
concept thagfai"workers‘ government" -~ a coalition government
of Cormunis%%and sccial-democratic parties -- representing the
"interests of tihe working class" could be formed by parliament-
ary means apd could pzoceed %o take control of production and
transform the cepitalist state into a "workers' state".(p. 61). ®
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REVISIONIGSHN IN GERMANY

@ U A " -+ -PART ONE: to 1922

1871 to 1917

The unified German state officially came into existence in
3 January 1871, by means of the armed force of the aristocratic
landowners of Prussia (the Junkers), under the leadership of
Count Otto von Bismarck. The bourge01s1e supported, but did not
lead, this movement.

. Formally, the Second German Reich (i.e., Realm) -- the first
Relch was the mediaeval Holy Romean Empire -- was a federal state,
® embracing 4 kingdoms (Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony and Wurttemberg),
6 grand duchies, 5 duchies, 7 pr1nc1pa11t1es, 3 "free cities" and
the "Reichsland" of Alsace-Lorraine. ~ - i

Because of the manner of its formation, however, the new state
was an autocracy, retaining many of the characteristics of a feudal
® state, dominated by the Junkers of Prussia (where the franchise
was llmlted to the well-to-do), and this ruling class was closely
linked with the officer corps of the German army (which was ess-
entially the Prussian army) and with the imperial house (the King
of Prussia was constitutionally the Emperor of Germany). The
Fmperor was supreme commander of the army and navy. The Parliament
@ (Reichstag) was elected by universal male suffrage, but its role
was essentially "advisory".

. There was at this time no German cablnet The one Minister was
the Imperial- Chancellor, who was appointed by the Emperor and was

also Prime Minister of Pru551a. The Chancellor -- Bismarck until
March 1890 -- appointed the heads of the departments of state and
® presided over the Federal Council.

The first party to be formed in Germany claiming to represent
the interests of the working class was the General German Workers'
Agsociation (Allgemeine Deutsche Arbeltervereln)(ADAV), founded
in May 1863 under the leadership of Ferdinand Lassalle.

® i’ * "As Marx @nd Engels correctly concluded, Lassalle had signed a
secret agreement with Bismarck, by which he undertook to strive to
direct the working class into alllance with the Prussian arlsto—
cratic landowners, into

", . alliance with absolutist and feudal opponents against
® .~ = the bourgeoisie",

(K. Marx: "Crlthue of the Gotha Programme", in: "Selected

Works"™, Volume 2; London; 1943; p. 570).

so that _
". . Lassalle's organisation is nothing but a sectarian organ-
® isation and as such hostile to the organisation of %the genuine

workers' movement".
(K. Marx: Letter to A. Bolte, November 23rd., 1871, in: ibid.;

p. 616-7).
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It was in these circumstances that in August 1869
a rival party claiming to represent the interests of the
working class was established ~- the Social-Democratic
Workers! Party (Sozialdemokratische Arbeiterpartei) (SDAP),
under- the leadership of Wilhelm Liebknecht and August Bebel,
‘which was influenced by Marx and Engels, -

In May 1875 the two parties merged at a Unification
Congress held in Gotha into the Socialist Workers! Party

. of Germany (Sozialistische Arbeiterpartci Deutschlands

(SAPD) . The desire of the leaders of the SDAP for unification
with the ADAV was such that they agreed to the opportunist
programme adopted at the congress (known as '"the Gotha °
Programme") ; this was a mixture of Lassallean and distorted
Marxist ideas with ‘the former predominating, and was

strongly criticised by Marx, who described it as

", . . a thoroughly objectionable programme

tending to demoralise the party. . . .

The programme is no good, even apart from its
sanctification of Lassallean articles of faith", :
(K. Marx: Letter to Wilhelm Bracke, May 5th., 1875, -
in: ibid.; p. 552) ) :

- while Engels remarked:

LI "This programme . . , is of such a character that
if it is accepted Marx and I can never give our ‘
adherence to the new party established on this basis,
and shall have very seriously to consider what our
attitude towards it -- in public as well -- should be'",

;. (P, Engels: Letter to A, Bebel, March 18-28th., 1875,

...2in: K. Marx: ibid; p. 593) . ;

Two. attempts on the life of the Emperor in May and
June 1878 provided the official pretoxt for the passage
in October of that year of an Anti~Socialist Law which
banned all socialist parties, Their publications and their
meetings. This repressive legislation wgs renewed periodically
until, with the incregsing influence of the capitalist class,

~on the accession of Wilhelm II as Emperor in 1888 the

authorities decided to recplace the policy of attempted

“repression of:the workers! party with one-of striving to

transform it into a political instrument of the ruling class
amonpg the workers. Bismarck was forced to resign as Chancellor
in 1890 and the Anti-Socialist legislation was allowed to
lapse. i

However, the long years of repression had exposed many

- illusions about the character of the state and pressed the

rank-and-file in the direction of revolutionary thinking.

As a result, the programme adopted by the Second Congress

of the party, held at Erfurt in October 1891, was ostensibly

Marxist in its formulations. At this congress the name

of the party was changed to the Social-Democratic Party

?f G?rmany (SPG) (Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands)
SPD) .

Bill Bland Internet Archive
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""" With the development of German monopoly capitalism, in the
last decade of the 19th. century SPG leader Eduard Bernstein
began a movement to revise Marxism by removing its revolutionary
content. Although revisionism was rejected in theory at

the congress of the party held in Dresden in September 1903,

‘the party became increasingly revisionist in practice. This

was Seen most obviously in the attitude of the SPG leaders

who held important posts in the trade union movement; under
their influence, the trade unions became less and less

organs of working class struggle and more and more instruments
of the monopoly capitalists to foster peaceful "industrial
relations". oy

It was under these circumstances that the membership
of the*SPG grew from 348,000 in 1906 to 1,1 million in..
191y, By this time it was the largeéstsingle party in-the
Reichstag (with 110 deputies) and operated 110 daily .

newspapers, headed by "Vorwarts" .(Forward) published 'in

Berlin. :

As the clouds of the First Imperialist War began to
gather, the Seventh Congress of the Second International
held in Stuttgart in August 1907 adopted a resolution
sponsored-by-Lenin and Rosa Luxemburg (the latter -then
repre senting the Polish Social-democrats) which called upon

———

", . . to exert every effort to:prevent the
outbreak of war by the means they consider most
effective, i . e" _ ol 2l

In casc war should breégk out anyway, it is their
duty to intervene -in favour of its-specdy termination and
with all their powérs to utilisc the economic and
political crisis created by .the war to rouse the masses
and Eheroby to hasten the downfall of capitalist class
rule”, ' . '

.. (Resolution of T7th, International Socialist Congress,
‘cited in: V. I. Lenin: "Collected Works", Volume 18;
Londons 1930; p. 468),

Thé Stuttgart anti-war resolution was reaffirmed at
an Extraordinary Congress of the Second Interhational
held in Basle in November 1912, the manifcsto adding:

"It is with satisfaction that the Congress
records the complete unanimity of the Socialist
parties and of the trade unions of all countries
in the war against war", :
(Manifesto of the Fxtraordinary International Socialist
Congress, cited in: V. I, Lenin: ibid.; p. 469)

However, when on August lth., 191} Gorman Chancellor

‘Theobald von Be thmann-Hollweg announced in the Reichstag

that German troops had invaded Belgium, the SPG deputies
voted unanimously in favour of war credits for "the war of
national defcnce".

On the same evening Rosa Luxbmbufa organised a few
left-wing friends into the nuclcus of what shortly became
the International Group (Gruppe Internationale) to carry
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.§6rwar&1£héﬁllhe of opposition to the war which had been .
"~ agreed .upon internationally at Stuttgart and Basle. e

The group was scen joined by SPG deputy Rarl Licbknecht, . .
who speedily regretted his vote for war credits. when

the second War Credits Bill came before the Reichstag

in December 191, Liebknecht voted against it. In January
1915 the International Group began to issue a series of
"Newsletters" exposing the character of the war and the
treachery of the leadership of the SPG in supporting it.
In April 1915 they published the first and only issue of

‘the - journal "The International" (Die Internationale), under

the editorship.of Franz Mehring; it was immediately suppressed
and Mehring imprisoned., ;

In an effort to check the increasing support which
the ‘International Group was now winning among the more
politically conscious workers, in June 1915 a group of
leading members of the SPG, headed by Karl Kautsky,
Hugo Haase and Eduard Bernstein, took up a centrist position
in relation to the war and issued a manifesto entitled
"The Demand of the Hour" which suggested that the war might

have changed its character from a "war of national defence"

to one of conquest, so that social-democrats might have

to review their support of it.

In September 1915 an international conference of"
rveialist parties and groups opposed to the.war was held

in Zimmerwald (Switzerland) on the initiative of the

Itallan and Swiss social-democratic parties. The Bolshevik
delegation included Lenin, then living in Switzerland, and
the German contingent included Georg Ledebour (associated
with the centrist group being developed under the leadership
of Kautsky), two adherents of the International Group and
two members of a small group called the International

Socialists of Germany (Internationale Sozialisten Deutschlands),

led by Karl Radek., The conference failed to reach agreement
on the policy that should be pursued in relation to the

war, Lenin's call for the war to be:transformed into a civil
war against "one'!s own" imperialists being re jected by the
majority of the delegates, With centrist groups in the

ma jor ity, the conference .approved a compromise manifesto
which called on socialists o

", . . to take up this struggle for . . . a peace
without annexations or war indemnitics™"

and

"e « « for the sacred aims of Socialism, for the
emancipation of the oppressed nations as well as of
the enslaved classes, by means of the irreconcilable
proletarian class struggle".

" (Manifesto of the International Socialist Conference
at Zimmerwald,~cited in: V. I, Lenin: ibid.; p. 475).

The Zimmerwald conference set up an Tnternational

Socialist Committee, -with headquarters in Berne, Switzerland.

In January 1916 the Internatiohal Group changed its name
to the Spartacus Group (Spartalusgruppe), after “the leader
of a Roman slave revolt.,

Bill Bland Internet Archive
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_ When the sixth ‘lar Credits Bill came before the
® Reichstag in March 1916, 18 deputies belonging to the
centre and left of the SPG voted against, and a further
1 abstained. The rightist leadership of the SPG then
expelled from the. parliamentary party the 18 deputies
who had voted contrary to the official policy-of. the party.
These then formed themselves into a new parlismentary
@ grouping, the Social-Democratic Labour Group (Sozialdemokratische
Arbeitsgemeinschaft). The Spartacus Group formed a left-
wing group within this Labour Group, .

In April 1916 a second international conference- of—

socialist parties and groups opposecd to the war was held

S at Kienthal (Switzerland). The German contingent consisted
of -four centrists and two Spartacists, together with one
member of a small group called the Bremen Left (Bremeor
Links). Again the centrists were in a majority and the
resolutions adopted were of a compromise character.
Nevertheless, the Kienthal resolutions were somewhat more

® definite than those of Zimmerwald, and the conference sharply
criticised the leadership of the Second Internationgl --
without, however, calling for a bregk with the right.

Following their successful military opcrations on the

eastern front, in August 1916 Field Marshal Paul von
® . Hindenburg had been appointed Chief of Staff and General
Erich von Ludendorff Quartermaster-General., Although
officially subordinate to Hindenburg, Ludendorff became
the dominant figure not only in the military but also in
the civilian field, and for the last two years of the
war was essentially military dictator of Germany.

In January 1917 the Executive of the SPG, dominated
by the right-wing soéial-chauvinists, resolved that
opposition to the war was incompatible with membership of
the party. This was followed in April by a conference of

., . . centrist and left opposition members of the SPG at Gotha,

® - at which -~ against the opposition of Kautsky and other
centrist leadors - a majority voted to form themselves into
"a new party, the -Independent Social-democratic Party of
Germany (ISPG), (Unabhangige Sozialdemokratische Partel
Deutscgiands) (USPD) The founding conference of the

° .- ISPG approved the manifestos adopted at Zimmerwald and

“Kienthal, but the leadership maintained 1ts call for
eventual reunification with the SPG: = ~~

"This party is afraid of drawing the necessary
conclusions; precachcs 'unity! with the. social-chauvinists
on an international scale, continues to deceive the

~w masses of the workers with the hope of restoring this
unity: in Germany, and hinders the only correct,
-proletarian tactics of revolutionary struggla against
. 'one's own! government",
(V. I, Lenin: "The Stockholm conference", in: V. I.
® S Lenin & J. V. Stalin: "1917: Sclocted Writings and
: - Specches"; Moscow; 1938; p. 325).
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The formation of the ISPG (in which the Spartacus

Group formed a left-wing group) was followed by a considerable
£all .in the .influence of the SPG; membership of the latter
fell from 243 thousand in March 1917 to 150 thousand in -
September, by which tlme the ISPG claimed a membershlp of

120 thousand. ot ;

By 1917, therefore, threc organlsed political trends

‘were to be seen in.the German working class movemeht, as

characterised by Leniney 707 rm =s b= mmvams

"In the course of the two and half years of war
the international Socialist and labour movement in
L every country'has evolved three tendencles. & B B

The thred tendencies ares —- - - - -

1) The social-chauvinists, i.e., SOGlallStS in
word and chauvinists in actlon, people who are in
favour of Tnational defence!. in an imperialist war
(and particularly in the present 1mper1allst war) .

These people are our class enomles. They have
.gone over to the bourgeoisie.

They-include the ma jority of the offlclal leaders

. of the official Social-Democratic partiés in. all

countries -- . . . the Scheidemanns in Germany . . .
2) The second tendency is what is known as the
'Centre!, consisting of people who vacillate between
" the soclal—chauv1n1sts and- the true internationalists,
411 those who belong to the 'Centre!.swear.that
they are Marxists and internationalists,-......that they
are for.a peace without annexations, etc, -- and for
peace with the social-chauvinists. The !Centre! is
for lunity', the 'Centre! is opposed to a split . . . .
The fact of the matter is that the !'Centre! is not
‘convinced of the necessity for a revolution against
one's own government; it does not preach revolution. « « &
Historically and economically speaking, they
(i.e., the centrists -- Ed.) do not represent a separate
stratum but are a transition from a past*phase of
the labour movement ., « . to a ncwqgganc,'a phase that

" became ob jectively essentlal with the outbrecak of the

first imperialist WDrld War, whlch 1naugurqted the era
of social revolution,” '

The chicf leader and representatlve of -the--1Centre!
is Karl Kautsky, « « o«

3) The third tendcncy, the true internationalists,
is most closely represented by the !'Zimmerwald Left!.

It is characterised mainly by its complete break

“~with both social~chauvinism and !Centrism!, and by its

~relentless war against its own Aimperialist' government

. and against its own 1mpcriaIlst bourgeoisie. + « .

‘The most outstnndlng rcpresentative of this
tendency in Germany is the Spartacus Group or the Group
of the Internatlonal, to which Karl Liebknecht belongs.

e e

Anothcr group of 1ntcrnﬂtionalists in deed in
Germany is gathered around thg Breniecn paper
tArbeiterpolitik!'",

(Ve I. Lenin: "The Tasks of the Proletariat in Our
Revolution", in: "Sele ctod Works", Volume 6; London;

19&6; Pe 63-66)67)0
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The Russian bourgeois-democragtic revolution of
March 1917, followed by the formation of_the.Independent
Socigl-Democratic Party in April, forced the German
imperiglists to make some token concessions to the sentiments
reflected in the growth of the influence of the ISPG.
These moves were led by Mattias Erzberger, leader of the -
liberal wing of the Centre Party, in.the hope that government
pledges to wage a 'defensive! war 'without annexations or
indemnities! and to introduce democratic reform of the
Prussian constitution'would assist the right-wing SPG
leaders in maintaining their support among the workers. As
a result of these manoeuvres, a royal proclamation of July
12th., 1917 promised dircect, secret and equal franchise in
Prussia, and on-July 19th, the Reichstag adopted (by
21l votes to 116) its famous demagogic "peace resolution",
which declared: ’

"The Reichstag strives for a pcace of under-
standing and lasting reconciliation of nations. Such
a peace is not in keeping with forcible annexations
of territory or forcible measures of political,
economic or financial character". S
(Cited in: K._A. Pinspon: "Modern Germany: Its History
and Civilisation"; New York; 1966; p. 33L4). :

- The German High Command was fiercely opposed:to these
moves, Ludendorff demanded and secured-the resignation of
Bethmann-Hollweg as Chancellor, The latter was-replaced
in July 1917-by a civil servant, Dr. Georg Michaelis,_ who
gave way in November to Count Georg von Hertling, leader of
the right-wing of the Centre Party -- both of whom were.
completely subservicnt to the High Command,

1918 .

The January 1918 Strike
Buring the winter of 1917-18, anti-war feeling among

the more politically conscious workers was greatly stimulated

by the socialist revolution of November 1917 in Russia,

and by the appeal of the new Soviet government for a peace

without annexations or indemnities,

In January 1918 a group of militant shop stewards,
associated with the Independent Social-Democratic Party and
headed by Richard Miller, issued a manifesto cdling for a
political strike of all German workers for peace, more

- food, the abolition of martial law and the establishment

of "parliamentary democracy". The strike began on January
28th,, and more than a million workers responded. ' After
a week, however, it was called off by the leaders (against
the opposition of the Spartacists) -when the government
merely agreced to meet a delegation from the strike committee.
Miller was then cd lcd up for military service, and.the

-~ leadership of the "Rcvolutionary Shop Stewards" (as they
called themselves) passcd to another leading memboer of the
ISPG, Emil Barth. -
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. -.The Formation of Prince Max's Government

During the spring and:summer of 1918, the suffering, ®
hunger and casualtiés resulting from the war caused
anti-war feeling to :.sprcad to wide sections of the
German armed forces,.-the working class the the petty-
bourgeoisie.. :

By the cend of September a majority of the High Command
‘were convinced that a German victory was not possible. They
" demanded the formation of a "broader"-government that would
-proceed immediately to enter into negotiations with the
" Allies for an armistice., On October 3rd., Prince Max of
Baden, a cousin of the Emperor, was appointed Chancellor
-and at once initiated ncgotiations for an armistice.,

The Kiel Revolt

On October 27th., 1918, while the armistice -
negotiations were in progress, the Admiralty ordered the @
fleet to put to sea tdo engage the British navy. The
sailors at Kiel and Wilhelmshaven refused. The arrest
of some of these sailors in Kiel was followed on November
3rd. by a mass demonstration, which was fired on by
troops, who later, however, went over to the side of the
mutinying sailors. The latter released thecir arrested:: ®
comrades, hoisted the vod flag and proceeded to- elect -
Sailors! Councils, modelléd on the Russian Soviets,

The Bourgecois-Democratic Revolution

The movement of revolt spread from Kiel throughout ®
Germany. In all the major towns and citlos, mass strikes
and huge demonstrations demanded the abdication of the
Emperor and the domocratisation of the countrys: Everywhere
informally elected Workers!'! and Soldiers' Councils; (Arbeiter-
und Soldaten-Rate) took over the functions Of local
government, Troops and pollce either faded away or joined &
the ‘revolutionary crowds,  In’ Hamburg, Spartacists took
over the SPG newspaper and renamed .it "The Red Flag" (Dle
Rote Fahne)

The capitalists now saw the necessity of using this

sponteneous movement. of revolution to complete the bourgeois- @
democratic revolution in Germany, hoping that by the;

sacrifice of the Emperor and the adoption of minowd "~
constitutional reforms they could contain the revolutionary
process within the framework of "parliamentary democracy".
They also hoped that these steps might mitigate the peace

terms to be expected from the victorious Allied powers. ®

On November T7th,,- Prince Max had a secret mecting .
with the leader of the Social-Democratic Party, Friedrich
Ebert, and was ‘assured by the latter that the SPG would do
all in its power to help stave off "tho threat of Bolshevism",
(Prince Max of Baden: "Memoirs", Volumé 2; London; ®
1928; p. 312) ‘

As the Chancellor was to express it later:
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"I- said to mysclf that the Revolution was on the
point of winning, that it could not be beaten down,
o but might perhaps be stifled., Now is the time to come
. out with the abdication, with Ebert'!s Chancellorship,
"with thé appeal td the people t5 deétermine its own
constitution in a Gonstituent National Assembly, If
Ebert is presented to me as tribune of the people by
P the mob, we SH&al1ll have thé Republicy if-Lieblmecht is,
we shall have Bolshevism as well, But should Ebert
be appointed Imperial Chancellor by the Kaiser at the
moment of abdication, . . . perhaps we should then.
succeed in diverting the revolutionary energy 1nto ‘the
lawful channels of an eclection campaign", d
(Prince Max of Baden: ibid.; p. 351).

®
Wilhelm was, however, reluctant to give up the throne,
and shortly before noon on November 9th,, without wait ing
for the Emperor's agreement, the Chancellor issued the following
statment-
® " "The Kalser and King has resolved to renounce the

throne., The Chancellor remains in office until the
. ‘questions connected with the abdication of the Kaiscr,
the renunciation by the Crown Prince of the German
Empire and of Prussia, and the setting up of .the Regency
® have been regulated. He intcnds to propose to the- Regent
; the appointment of Herr Ebert to the Chancellorship and
the bringing in of a bill to enact that election writs
be issued immediately for a German Constltuont "National

Lsscmbly",
- {Cited 1n- Prince Max of Baden: ibid.; p. 353) ,

The Emperor.lmmedlately_departed into exile in Holland.

The time,K factor made it impracticable to go through
the motions of appointing a Regent, who would in turn
appoint Ebert as Chancellor, and the transfer of the

& Chancellorship from Prince Max to Ebert was the only'un~
constitutional act of the 1918 revolution,

Ebert 1mmediate1y issued a vaguely-worded communlque,
signing it as "Reich Chancellor", which declarecd:

® . "The new government will bc a people's government,
Its goal will be .to bring peace to the German people
as sSoon as possiblo, and to establish firmly the freedom
which it has achieved, ., . .
Fellow citizens! I implore you most urgently to leave
the streets and maintain calm and order!"

) (Cited in: K. S. Pinson: "Modern Germany: Its History
and C1v1llsat10n"- New York; 1966; p. 362).

T TS MeﬁﬁWhlle Karl Llcbknccht on behalf of the Spartacists,
was, at four o'clock in the aftcrnoon, raising the red flag
“oyer the "royal palace and proclaiming to an enthusiastic
® crowd that Germany would 'be a socialist republic,

On November 1O0th., a secrct mceting took place between
Ebert and General Wilhelm Grocner, representing the High
Command, at which Ebcrt obtaincd a pledge of the army's
full support "to prevent the sprecad of terroristic Bolshevism",
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(D. Grooner ~Geyers 'General Groenor Soldat und Staatsmann";
Fronkfurt; 1955; p. 190-201) .

.The. Meeting of the Berlin Workers! and Soldiers! Councils

That cvening (November 10th,), some 3,000 members of

Workers'! and Soldiers! Councils in Berlin met at a large

hall in the city, the Zirkus Busch. They carried a

resolution declaring Germany-to be a "socialist rcpublic" ®
with power in the hands of Workers! and Soldiers!' Councils,

calling for spocdy socialisation of the means of production,
expressing pride in following thce examplec of the Russian

Revolution, and calling for resumption of diplomatic
.relatlons with Sov1et Russia,

The y elected an "Executive Council" (Vollzugsrat)
modclled superficially on that of Soviet Russia and composed
of 1l workers and 1 soldiers, half from the SPG and half
from the ISPG. They also elected a new cabinet, called,
in ‘imitation of that in Soviet Russia, the "CDUHCII o5
Puaplo's Cormissars" (Rat der Valksboauftragten), composed o
of 3 members of the SPG and 3 members of the ISPG, headed
. by Ebert of the SPG,

:* The Foundation of the Spartacus Lcague

At a conference.in the Exzelsior in Berlin on November @
T8, 1918 the Spartacus Group transformed itself into
the Spartacus Icague (Spartakusbund) .

The conference elected a Central Bureau (Zentrale)
as follows: Willi Budich, Hermann Duncker, Kate Duncker,
Hugo Eberlein, Leo Jogiches, Paul Lange, Paul Levi, ®
Karl Liebknecht, Rosa Luxemburg, Franz Mchring, Ernst
Meyer, Wilhelm Pieck and August Thalheimer,

The First Decrees of the "Gouncil 5f People'!s Commissars"

On November 12th,., the "Council of Pcople'!s Commissars"
abolished martial law and ccnsorship, together with wartime
direction of labour, amncsticed all pdlitical prisoners and

« Dprovided for unemployment relief, On the other hand, it
informed the High Command that it confirmed the officer
* corps in its command of the armed forces and dcclared that the P
primary function of Soldiers? Councils was the malntenance
of military dlsclpllne.

On Novembor 18th,, the govornment set up a commission,
headed by-Kautsky, to examine which industries were "ripe
for national isation", ®

The First Notional Congross of Workers! and Soldiors! Councils

On December :16th,, 1918, the First National Congress
of Workers! and Soldiers! Councils assembled in Berlin,
It met for five days ond was attended by 489 delegates, of P
which 291 (60%) werc members. of the SPG, 90 (%) members
of the ISPG, and only 10 (2%) Spartacists, Neither Karl
. .." Liebknecht nor' Rosa Luxcmburg was eclccted as a delegateo.
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The Organising Committec of the Congress had invited
a Sovict delegation to attend, but this was turned back
% at the fronticr on thc instructions of the "Councll of
People!s Commlss s

Max Cohcn—Rcuss, on behalf of the. SPG, warned the

Congress not to attempt to replace "parliamentary domocracy"

& by govornment through workers! and svldiers! councils, since
this would "moke civil war dinevitable", His resolution that

t the future of workers!' councils lay purely in thé economic
not the political field, and that. the councils should transfer
their "power" to the "C@ouncil of People's Commissars" was
carried by 40O votes td6"50, The Congrcss went on to fix
elections to the Constituent Asscmbly for Jantary 19th.,
1919.

On the third day of the Congross, the chairman 9f the
Hamburg Soldiers' Council, an SPG member named Lamp'l, presented
demands from the soldiers which came to be known as the
Lamp'l or Hamburg Points. . They included demands that”the
highest authority in the armed forces shduld be the .Council
of People's Commissars and not the High Command, that all
badges of rank should be abolished, that soldiers' councils
. should be responsible for military discipline, and that
"ofTicers .should be elccted by the men,

A new Central Council of Workers! and Sosldiers! Councils
was set up to succeed the Exccutive Council (which had been
.predominantly reprecsentative of Berlin), When it was decided

that the functions of this Contral Council should be merely
advisory, the ISPG contlngent boycotted it, so that only the
—SPG"Was represented on 1t

On Deccmber 20th,, a ngh Command deputation to the
"Council of People's Commissars", consisting of General
Wilhelm Groener and Major Kurt von Schleicher, strongly

s ob jected to the Hamburg Points and was given assurances that
they would not be put into effect.

By the end of the congress it was clear that the aim
of the German capitalists -- to save capitalist society
through the instrument of the Social-Democratic FParty of
Germany -- had been, at leqst for the time being, successful,

The Shelling of the Rayal Palace

On the night of Depenibisr 23rd./24th., 1918, sailors
belonging to the People's Naval Division, whose pay was in
. arrears, took prisoner Otto Wels (SPG), the commandant of
Berlin, holding him as a hostage in the royal palace where
they were quartered.
& &

Ebert authorised the army to rcscue “els, and troops
commanded by Lieutenant-General irnold Lequis began to shell
the palace. Later, however, the attacking troops mutinied
and a truce was arranged;.the sailors were.given a.safe
conduct from tho palace, togethor with the ir arrears of pay.
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- On the following day, Christmas Day, a crowd of
30,000 workers and soldiers, led by Spartacists, took
part in a protest demonstration against the attack on ®
the sailors,  occupying the building of.the.principal
SPG newspaper "Forward" (Vorwdrts), and forcing the staff
to print a front-page article condemning the Ebert
government, «

- __Resignation of the.ISPG Ministers o : »

—— .

; On December 29th., 1918, under the pressure of the

- rank-and-file of their party,.the threce ISPG.Ministers
rcsigned from the government in protest at the attack on
the sailors, and were replaced by members of the SPG.

The' Foundation of the Communist Party

On December 29th,, 1918, a closed.conference. bf.the
Spartacus League in Berlin resolved to sccede from the
Independent Social-Democratic Party and to> found a new

Eal"tz. . - .

From December 30th., 1918 to January lst., 1919,

a joint conference of some 100 delegates from the Spartacus
—...League and _the International Communists of Germany

(Internationale Kommuniston Deutschlands) -- a small
socialist group in Bremcn, known until November 1918
under the name of the Bremen Left Radicals (Linksradikalen
Bremens) -- was held in the hall of the Prussian Chamber
of Deputies in Berlin. The conference resslved to transform
itself into the First Congress of the Communist Party of
Germany (Spartacus League) (CPG) (Kommunistische Partel ®
Deutschlands (Spartakusbund)) (KFD), .

Karl Rodek delivered an oration as fratérnal
delegate from the Russian Communist Party, and the
~congress scnt greetings to the Soviet Republic,

. i The congress denounced the . Ebert.gdvernment as. - -
"the mortal enemy of the proletariat",._ oondemned the..

¢ r.....bolicy of the Second. International and called for the
setting up of a new International,

Rosa Luxemburg introaﬁbea‘fhé‘fhfij bfdérammé,"largely @®
drafted.by herself and previously published in "Red Flag"
on December 1llth., 1918, declaring:

"The immediate task of the proletariat:is none
-other than . . . to realise Soeialism and to eradicate -
capital ism root and brach", , ®
(Bericht liber den Grundenspartecitag der Kommunistischen
Partei Deutschlands (Spartakusbund); Berlin; 1919;

p. 25). '
The programme contained a nurber of Rosa Luxemburg!'s
anti~-Marxist-Leninist views -- belicof in spontaneity, )

underestimation of tho lecading role of the Party,
overestimation of the strikc as a rcvolutionarg weapon:
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. "The battle for socialism can only be carried
on by the masses. . . . Socialism cannot be made,
and will not be made, to order. . . . And what is
the form of the struggle for socialism? It is the
strike"

(Ibldc, p033) .

The most importarnt part of the congress centred
upon the question of whether the Party should participate
in the 'forthecoming clections to the Constituent National
Assembly. Against the opposition Oof Licbknecht and
Iuxcmburg, the congress adopted by 62 votes to 23 a leftist
resolution to boycott thc clections,

# As Lenin commented in April 19204

"Contrary to the opinion of such prominent
" political leaders as Rosa Luxemburg and Karl

Liebknecht, the German !'Lefts' considercd
parliamentarism to be 'politically obsdolete!' as far
back as January 1919. It 13 well known that the
'Lefts! were mistaken", - --
(V. I. Lenin: "!'Left-wing' Communlsm' fin Infantile
Disorder", in: "Seclected Works', Volume 10; London;

1946; p. 98) .

Lo Although no vote was taken on the question, -
‘majority at. the congress also agreed with the slogan put
forward by a "leftist" faction headed by Otto Ruhle and

Paul Frthlich: "Out of the trade unions!"

The congress elected a Central Bureau (Zentrale)
. as follows: .
Hermann'Dunckor, Kate Duncker, Hugo Eberloln, Paul Frohllch, ,

* Leo Jogiches; Poaul- Lange, Paul Levi,-Karl Liebknecht, e
Rosa Tuxemburg, Ernst Meycr, Wilhelm Pleck and fiugust
Thalheimer.

.- Coes e vy e maassas

The January Rising in Berlin

:On January 3rd., 1919, the ISPG Ministers in the
Prussian state government followed the example of their
cdolleagues in the central government and resigned. This
left only one member >f the ISPG holding a key position --
Emil Eichhorn, chicf of police in Berlin, DLater on the
same day, the Prussian Ministry-of-the Interior dismissed
Eichhorn from his post.

On Sunday, January S5th., a hugp protest demonstration
against the dismissal of Eichhorn, organised jointly by
the "Revolutionary Shop Stewnrds" and the Berlin leaderships
of the ISPG and CPG, filled the -streets-of.central .Berlin.
In the afternoon a section of the demonstrators occupied
"dhée more the offices of "Forward", which became until
January 1lth. the organ >f the revolutionary workers of Berlin.

That cevening rcprcscntqtlves of the newly-formed
Communist Party, of the ISPG and of the "Revolutionary
Shop Stewards" met and sect up a Revolutionary Counecil
(Revolutionsausschuss) of 33 members, which declarcd the
Ebert government deposcd and called for armecd struggle
to cstablish the political powcr of thc working class:
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"Comrades! Workers! :
The Ebert-Scheidemann government . . . is declared
deposed by the undersigned Revolutionary Council of ®
the rcpresentatives of the revolutionary socialist
.workers and soldiers. . .
; The undcrsigned Revolutionary Council has taken
== over -the-function of government for the time being.
s e s Gomprades.)  Workersi ..
Join the action taken by the Revolutlonary Councll'" ®
(Cited in: G. Ledebour (Ed.): "Der Ledebour Prozéss"
‘Berlin; 1919; p. 58). :

However, the sailors declared their neutrality, and
the mass of tho workers werc not prepared to engaged in
armed struggle. Only a few hundred workers followed the ®
revolutionary leaders t9 osccupy a number of public buildings.

Meanwhile, on January 6th., the "Council of People's
Commissars" met in hiding (the Chancellery being surrounded
- by a hostile crowd) and g pointed SPG leader Gustav Noske
to be commander-in-chief in Berlin, charged with the task ®
of "rostorlng order"., He set up his headquarters in a
school in Dahlem, a Borlin suburb, and began the organisation
and training of a "Frao Corps" (Freikorps), composed mainly
of reactionary officers and non-commissioned officers of the
demobilising army.

On Jamuary 9th., Noske's Free Corps began their attack
upon the Berlin workers and the Central Bureau of the CPG,
the Berlin-leadership .of the ISPG and the "Revolutionary
Shop Stewards" issued a joint call for a general strike,

_ The government's first success against the revolutionaries @
was the recapture of the "Forward" offices on the night of

January 10/11th,, and on January llth, Noske led 3,000
Free Corps into central Berlin where, after bloody fighting,

the systematic recconquest of the city was completed by the

evenlng of January 12th, °
The Sov1ct Republlc in Bremcn . '

On January 10th., 1919, a great demonstration in
Bremen.organlsed by..the Communist Party demanded the transfer
of political power to the Workers'! and Soldiers! Councils,
which proceeded to set up a Council of People!s Commissars o
_ composed of 3 representatives each from the CPG, the ISPG
=~ -and the -Soldiers! Council and declared this to be the
- " government of the Sovict Republic of Bremen.

On February lLth., on the orders of Noske, a large force

of'troops made an assault upon Bremen and hqd, by tho ®
evening, overthrowsg the Sovict Republic.
The Murder of Karl Licbknocht and Rosa Luxemburg

On’ January 15th., Karl Liebknccht and Rosa Luxemburg, ®

who ‘had refused to leave Berlin, were captured and brutally
= -mrdered - by members of the Frecc Corps. Captured with the
~—Iwo lc aders was- anothor lchlng member -of the CPG, Wilhelm
Pieck, who later "oscaped" under mystorious clpcumstnnces.
One” of the officers involved, Captain Pabst,
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-n, ., stated later that he (i.e., Pieck -- Ed,)
was released because he had supplied information about
& . .- - 7 pther Spartakus personglities which fa0111tated.thelr
CETE arreste
(J.P, Nettle: "Rosa Luxemburg”, Volume 2 London-
1966; pe. 780). .- -

' Plcck later emerged as a leadlnp oxponont of revisionism
® w1tHJ.n the Communist Party of Germany.

The Sov1et Repdbllc of Bavarla

" In one state -- Bavaria: i revolutlonary resistance to
the Scheidemann government continued until May 3rd., 1919.

. In November 1918 the Workers', Peasnnts' and Soldiers!
“Councils in Munich, under the 1eadersh1p of the ISPG, had
proclalmed a "8001al and Democratic Republic of Bavaria", and
set up a government of ISPG and SPG Mlnlsters with Kurt
Eisner (ISPG) as Prime Minister,

When elections were held to the State Parliament in
January/February 1919, however, the ISPG received only 2 5%
of the vote, On his way to the State.Parliament to hand in
his cabinet!s resignation on February 2lst., Eisner was
murdcered by a right-wi ng officer, Anton Graf von Arco auf
Valley A new state government was then set up, headed by
Johannes Hoffmann (SPG).

The CPG, ISPG, SPG ‘and the Executive Council of the
 Workers', Peasants! :and Soldiers'! Councils set up, following
P the murder of Eisner, an Action Council (Aktiensausschuss),
which in turn set up a new Central Council of the Workers!,
~~Pepsants! and Soldiers!' Councils and cal led a threce-day
gencral strike throughout Bavaria. The Central Council,.
: however, rcfused demands for the effectlve armlng of the
- working class. :

In these circumstancées, on the evening of April ‘6th.,
1919, on the initiative of the ISPG and against the opposition
of the SPG, a "Council of People'!s Commissars" (Rat der
Volksbeauftragten) was established in Munich, headed by
playyrlght Ernst Toller and phllosophor Gustav Landauer (both
® : ISPG

On April 7th., the "Council of People's Commlssars
“proclaimed a "Soviet Republic of Bavaria". The Hoffmann
government fled to Bamberg, in northern BQVarla, from where
it prepared, with the support of the capitalist class and
® part of the peaSQntry, the military overthrow of the "Soviet
Republic",

The CPG demanded that the "Council of Poople's Commissars"
should take urgent measurcs to mect the threat of armed
intervention, but the "Soviet Government™ refused to arm the

® workers or to make eny scrious inroads into the cgpitalist
state machine,
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' On the night of April 12/13th., Free Corps forces, on
. the instructions of the Hoffmann government, invaded Bavaria,
but were beaten back by the workers and soldiers of Munich. ®

The area and barracks Workers'!, Peasants! and Soldiers!
Councils now declared the Central Council of their councils
and the "Council of People's Commissars" deposed, and set
up as legislative and executive organ of the Soviet Republic
of Bavaria an Action Council of 15 members drawn from the %
CPG, the ISPG and the SPG. It elected an Executive Council
of |} members which functioned as the Soviet Government, headed
by Communists Eugen Leviné and Max Levien,

On April 1lth. the Soviet Government of Bavaria called . =
a ten-day general strike and ordered the arming of the workers P
and their organisation into a Red Army. The Soviet Government
also proceeded to disarm the reactionary forces, to rep lace
the representatives of the cgp italist class in the
administrative organs by-workers, to hand over control of
production to the factory councils, and to nationalise the
banks . ®

~ On fipril 27th., 1919, Lenin sent a massage of greetings
~to the Soviet Republic of Bavaria.

-+ "On April 30th., 1919, some 60 thousand Free Corps
- troops, commanded by Colonel Ritter von Epp, launched .a »
second attack on Munich. The Red Lrmy fought herdically
for several days until, on the night of April 3rd./Lth., = :s
last units were destroyed in bitter fighting.

. Martial law was proclaimed in Munich, and in the white
terror which followed hundreds. of revolutionary workers, ®
soldiers and intellectuals were brutally murdered, and more
tharn 12,000 thrown into prison. ¥

i

The Foundation of the Nazi Party

On January S5th., 1919, the fascist "German Workers' &
Party" (Deutsche Arbeiterpartei) was founded in Munich on
the initiative of Anton-Drexler. It was joined in September
1919 by AdoTf-Hitler. -~ - - ’ -

In March 1920 the party changed its name to the "National
Socialist German Workers! Party" (NSGWP) (Nationalsozialistische ®
Deutsche Prbeiterpartei) (NSDLP) and came to be known as the
"Nazi Party". ;

Lewe ¥

The Elcctions to the Nationél'Aésemb;y

The elections to the National Asscmbly took place on L
January 19th., 1919, under adult suffrage for both sexes
and with proportional reprcscntation.

Most of the older political parties had changed their
names in November 1918 to "pcecople'!s parties" in an effort
to s1ggest that they had a progrecssive character. The German o
Conservative Party, the Frec Conscrvative Party and the
Christian-Social Party had merged to form the German National
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People's Party (GNPP) (Dcutschnationale Volkspartci)
(DNVP), while the National Liberal Party had become the

German Pcople's Party (GPP) (Deutsche Volkspartei) (DVP) --
both of these partices at this time.still representing the
interests of the landed aristocracy. The Centre (a party
representing the interests of the capitalists, but with

its appeal directed principally towards Catholic electors)

had become (temporarily) the Christian Pcople's Party (CPP)
(Christliche Volkspartei) (CVP). The Social-Democratic

Party of Germany and the Independent Social-Democratic Party
of Germany (both representing the interests of the capitalists,
but with their appeal directed.principally-towards class-
conscious working people) continued under their old names.

In addition, a new party representing the interests of the
capitalists but with its appeal .directed. principally.towards
"liberal™ workers and petty bourgeois had been set up in
November 1918 -~ the German Democratic Party (GDP) (Deutsche
Demokratische Partei) (DDP). The only party rcpresenting

the interests of the working class,’ the Communist Party of

Germany, boycotted the clections, as has been said.

. The rosults of the elections to the National Assembly
were as follows: - ¢

Party ‘ Votes % Deputies
Social-Democratic Party of Germany: 11.5 m. - 38% 165
Christian People!s Party: 6.0 m. 20% 91
German Democratic Partys:. .. . .Bb.me...19% 75
German National People!s Partys 3.1 m, 10% nn

...Independent Sociagl-Democratic ‘ .

Party of Germany: L 23 m, .. 8 . 22
German Peoplel!s Party: 13 me L% 19
Other partics: 0,5 m, 1% 7

Totals: 30,3 m, 423

g

The Election of Ebert as President .

The new National Assembly met for the first time on
 February 6th., 1919, in Weimar. Weimar was selected for its
cultural associations rather than Berlin which, as the centre
of the Prussian state, symbolised Prussian aristocratic
and military hegemony over Germany. Even more important, the
Assembly was there able to obtain safer military protection
from the militant workers and soldiers.

On February 1llth., 1919, the National Lssembly elected
Friedrich Ebert (SPG).-as.first..Presidont of the Realm,

The Formation of the Scheidemann Government

The ISPG having refused to take part in a coalition
government with the SPG, on February 13th., 1919, a new
.coalition pmovernment comprising. . Ministers drawn from the

“Soclal-Democratic Party of Germauy, the Centre (formerly the
Christion People's Party) and the German Democratic Party --
a coalition which formed the Peorliaomentary core of the Weimar
Republic during its early years and became known as the
"Weimar Coalition" -- was formed with Philipp Scheidemann
(SPG) as Chancellor,

@
<
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The Formation of the Arm of the Realm

On: beruary 27th., 1919, the National Assembly approved ®
the law for the establishment of a "provisional army",
the "Arm of -the Realm" (Reichswehr), Its officers and
non-commissioncd officers were drawn mainly from the 91d
imperial army, the rank-and-filc principally from the
reactlonary Froo Corps, ' ®

e 04 e s w0 i —

No prov181on was made in the law for Soldiers! Councils,
thus annulling the Hamburg Points.

Thc March Gcnergl Strike in Berlin

On March lst., 1919, the CPG 1ssued a call for a
political general strike to begin on March 3rd., directed
against the counter-~revolutionary policies of the "
Scheidemann government. The political demands put forward
included the recognition of Workers' and Soldiers' Councils
‘and the Hamburg Points; the gbolition of courts martial; ®
the freeing of political prisoners; the dissolution of the
Free Corps; the formation of a workers' defence force; and
the establishment of trade and diplomatic relations with
Soviet Russia., Most of these demands, and the strike call
itself, were endorsed by the Executive Council of Workers!

'.jand Soldiers! Councils of Greater Berlin, and even the SPG 'Y
leaders who had,voted against the strike werc compelled to
join it,

The strike .paralysed Berlin for fivo days. Then, on
the pretext that the extension of the-strike to gas, water
and electricity might be harmful to public health, the SPG ®
leaders recsigned from the strike committee ‘on March Oth,

Ministér of the Arm of the Realm Gustav Noske
immediately,declared martial law, and ordered Free Corps
troops to march into Berlin to smash the strike. Some
thousands of workers and soldiers engaged in armed‘resistance @
to the Freo Corps.,

On March 10th., Leo Jogiches, a member.of the Central
Bureau of the CPG, was murdered by Frece Corps officers, and
on March 11lth, 29 sailors belonglng to the Pcople's Naval
Division were shot. . : @

After scveral days of severe fighting, in which more
than 1,200 workers lost their lives, Berlin was occupied by
Free Corps troops on March 12th,

The Foundation of thé Communist Intornational @

The Communist (or Third) International (Comintern) (CI)
was established at a conference held in Moscow from March
2nd. to 19th., .1919, attended by .35 votlng celegates from
21 countries.

Of the two delegates electcd by the Communist Party of
" Germany to attend the conference, only one, Hupgo Eberlein,
succeeded in reaching Moscow. He was mandated to oppose
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. the sotting up of the International "for the time being".
The leadcrship of the CPG felt that, with the weakncss
of the .Communist movement ‘as yet outside Sovict Russia,

“a new International would in these circumstances be dominated
by the. Bolsheviks,

The»mnndate was Ooriginally due to Rosa Luxemburg, but
was confirmed after her decath by Leo Jogiches, Paul Levi
and Wilhelm Pieck.

("Kommunisticheskii Intornatsional, No. 187-88;
1929; p. 194)

According to Ernst Mcyer at the Fifth Congress "of the
CPG in 1921, Eberlcin had been instructed to walk out of
the conference if the decision were taken to proceed with
the founding of the new Internagtional.

(Bericht iiber den 5. Parteitag der Kommunistischen
Partei Deutschlands (Spartakusbund); n.p.; 1921; p. 27)

. Bberlein found himself, howcver, isolated at the
conference, and on March ljth. the confercnce voted without
opposition (Eberlein had been porsuaded to abstain from
voting) to transform itself into the First Congress of the
Communist International.

Among the more important documents approved by the
- Congress were ""Theses on Bourgeois Democracy and Proletarian
"'Dictatorship" (drafted by Lenin), the "Platform.of the
+ Communist INnternational", an "Appeal to0 the Workers ol all
Countries", "Theses on the International Situation and the
Policy of the Entente", and a "Manifesto to the Proletariat
of the Entire World",

The congress set up an Executive Committee to lead the
work of the International, composed of members nominated
by the Communist Parties of Soviet .Russia, Germany, German
Austria, Hungary, the Balkan Federation, Switzerland and the
Scandinavian countries., The ECCI was to have its seat
“in Moscow and was to elect a Bureau of five persons to carry
on the day-to-day work of the International. In this
connection, Grigori Zinoviev (Soviet Russia) was, after
the congress, elected Chairman.,

The ECCI reported to the Second Congress of the Communist
International in July/August 1920 that only the Soviet Russian
and Hungarian Parties had been able %o send permanent
delegates. 3

(Der I Kongress der Kommunistischen Internationale:
Protokoll der Verhandlungen in Moskau vom 2 bis zum
19 Marz 1919; Hamburg; 1921)

In May 1919 the Executive Committee began publication of
the organ of the C.I., "The Communist International", in
several languages,
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The ISPQ Declares for the Dictatorship of the Proletariat

~ From March 2nd. to 6th., 1919, an Extraordinary ®
Congress of the Independent Social-Democratic Party of
Gormany was held in Berlin, attended by delegates representing
300 thousand workers, '

A draft programme by Ernst Daumigwaspresented to the
gress and, although modified to some extent as a result P
of right-wing opposition led by Karl Kautsky, the programme
finally adopted by the congress represented a considerable
victory for the left-wing, since it came down firmly in
favour of the dictatorship of the proletariat:

"The . . . party takes its stand on the council Py
system., It supports the councils in the struggle for
economic and political power, It strives for the
dictatorship of the proletariat, the representative
of the great majority of the nation,- as the essential
prerequisite for the realisation of socialism",
(Unabhangige Sozialdemokratische Partel Deutschlands: »
Protokoll uber die Verhandlungen des ausserordentlichen
Parteitages der USPD; Berlin; 1919; p. 3) e

~ The Second National Congress of Workers! and Soldiers! Councils

The second National Congress of Workers! and -Soldiers'! ®
Councils was held in Berlin from April 8th. to ljth., 1919,
attended by 12 delegates belonging to the SPG and 57 belonging
to the "ISPG. 'Théré wWere no delegates belonging to the
~ Communist ‘Party.’ Yt . Sy Eapt

'Dominéfed"by‘the SPG, the-congress.reéolved to-turn @
over its "powér" to the National Assembly.- - =

The Trcgtyiof Versaillles

On May 7th., 1919, fhe'terms of the Versailles Pcace

‘ Treaty were conveyed by representatives of the Allied Powers @
To the German Foreign Minister, Ulrich Graf von Brockdorff-
Rantzau. 3 » <

The principal aims of the victorious imperialists in
imposing the Treaty of Versailles upon defeated Germany were
to make Germany militarily impotent, to annex parts of her ®
territory and all her colonies, and to drain a large
proportion of her cconomic Wealtn for many ycars to come for
their bcnefit. _

Part I of the treaty set up the League of Nations, an
"international body" to be controlled by the European Allies @
and Japan (the United States government refused to join).

Parts 2 and 3 defined the portions of Germany proper to
be detached from her tecrritory. Moresnet, Eupen and Malmédy
were To be coded to Belgium; Alsace-Lorraine with its iron-
fields ‘to Franccoy northern Schleswig-Holstein to Denmark; ®
West Prussia and most of the province of Posnan to Poland
(thus establishing a "Polish corridor" to the sca separating
East Prussia from the rest of Germany). The Saar basin was
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placed under the control of thc League of Nations, but with
itg-.coal .mines.under French.econtrol; a plebiscite was
_to be hecld among the population of the Saar. after 15
® years to determine its future., The left bank of the
Rhine and part of the right were to be demilitarised.
Danzig was to be a "free city" under the sovereignty of
the League of Natlons. ’

Memel and southern Silesia were also detached from
e Germany; the former was ceded to thhuanla in 1924, the
latter_to.Poland._in 1921,.

Part l. deprived Germany of all her overseas colonlesL
which were. placed under the nominal sovereignty of the
-League of Natlons,_yhlch in turn transferred them to various
® of the Allied powers as 'mandates. In Africa, the
Cameroons and Togoland were divided between France and
Britain, while South-West Africa passed to the Union of
South Africa. In the Pacific, the Marshall Islands went
to Japan, New Guinea to Australia, West Samoa to New ~:.:
Zealand, Shantung to Japan (which ceded it to China in
® 1923), and Nauru was. d1V1ded betwecn Britain, Australia
; and New Zealand. . . v

Part 5 laid down limits on the size of the German.
armed forces. The army was to be restricted to 100,000
men, and the formation of a General Staff was prohlblted.
The navywos restricted to 6 battleships, 6 light cruiscrs,
12 destroycrs and 12 torpedo boats, with submarines -
prohibited;’ the remaining ships were taken by the Allies.
No replacement ship was to exceed 10,000 tons, and naval
personnel were limited to 15,000 men and 1, 500 officers and
® . Warrant officeors. Conscription for the~arm3dfforces was

prohibitecd,. together with any military or naval air force.
Inter-Allied commissions of control wcre set up for each
arm of the.scrwice to .operate until 1925, after which this
function was .to beé taken over by tke League of Nations.

® : ' Part 7 charged some. 100, Germans ( including ex-Empcror
WilheTIm II and Field Marshal von Hindenburg) with war
crimes, but no significant actlon was taken under thls
section.

Part 8 laid down that_ Germany must pay;reparatlons for

® "all damage donc to the 01V111an population of the Allies
by the aggression of Germany". A Reparations Commission

was set up to determine, not later than May 1lst., 1921, the
sum to be paid. Meanwhile, Germany was to pay.preliminary
reparations of £1,000 million. The Allied countries were
: to receive "most favoured nation" treatment from Germany for
® five years without reciprocity, and France was to be
exempted: from customs duties for five years on the products
of Alsace-Lorraine.

Part 12 establishcd control of the rivers Rhine, FElbe
and Oder by "intcrnatio nal commissions™, The Kiel Canal
@ was left under German control, but made to permit free
- .” 'access to all vesscls of countries at peace with Germany.

[,
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Part 1l established Allied control of the Rhincland
for 15 years.. If Germany "Taithfully carried out” the
terms of the treaty, the Cologne zone was to be evacuated #
after 5 years, the Coblenz zone after 10 years, and the
Mainz zone. after 15 years. If at any time the Reparations
Commission decided that Germany was not fulfilling its
obligations with regard to reparations, however, the whole
or part of these areas could be repoccupied,

Foundatioh Sf tﬁe Assbciation of Communist Land Workers and
Small Peasants

" On May 17th., 1919, ‘the Association of Communist Land
Workers and Small Peasants of Germany (Verbend Kommunistischer
Tandarbeiter and Kleinbauern Deutschlands) was founded on o
the initiative of the CPG, and began to publish a weekly
newspapecr "The Plough" (Der Pflug)..

The Retirement of Hindenburg and Groener

" In June 1919 Field-Marshal Paul von Hindenburg and
General Wilhelm Groener retired from active military service.

The Formation of the Bauer Government

There was at first disagreement among the. German.. .. °
imperial'ists as to whether the Versailles Treaty terms
should be .accepted., In the cabinet 6 Ministers were
for acceptance, 8 (in particular the representatives
of the German Democratic Party) were for rejection,

‘ On June 20th,, as a result of these differénqes within P
the cabinet, the Scheidemann government rosi gned.

On June 2lst., a new coalition government was formed,
composed of representatives of the Social-Democratic Party
and the Centre (without the participation of the German
Democratic Party), with Gustav Bauer (Centre) as Chancellor, ®

Acceptance of the Versailles Treaty

On June 28th., 1919, tho German delcgation to the Peace
Confercnce signed the Versailles Treaty on the instructions
of the new governrment, . 2

On July 31lst., the National Assembly approved accceptance
of the treaty rv 237 votes to 138 -- against the opposition
of tho German wucional Pcople'!s Party, the German People's
Party and the Independent Social-Democratic Party of Germany.

The treaty came into effcct on August U th., 1919.

The Weimar Constitution

e opJuly 31st., 1919, the National Assembly approved --
against the opposition of the German National People's B
Party, the German People's Party and the Independent Social-
Democratic Party of Germany -- the new Constitution, "drafted

in the main by Hugo Preuss, a lawyer member of the German
Democratic Party.
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This constitution, known as the "Weimer Constitution",
reflectedthe~changss brought about by the complction of
® the bour geois-democratic revolution in November 1918,
The romnants of formal political power remaining in the
hands of the Prussian landed aristocracy werc now abolished,
- and the cegpitalists became the solc ruling class of Germany
under the facade of the "parliamentary democracy' of the
Weimar Republic. : '

To emphasise the historical continuity with the former
Empire, the new constitution continued the 0ld name of
"Realm" (Reich) rather than "Republic", although the Realm
was described in Article 1 as a ropublic, in which political
authority derived from "the people'.

Germany remaingd a federal state, but the powers of the
central government were grecatly increased, and the special
rights ol Prussia (in fact, of the Prussian landed aristocracy)
were abolished.

 'The head of state was a President (Prasident), to’
be -im future-directly elected for a period of seven.yéars.
Special emergency powers were granted to the President
Undor Article L8, by which he could suspend "the fundamental
rights guaranteed by the Constitution" and rule by decrec
PY when he considered that "public security and order" were
endangered. .

A bicameral legislature was established. The principal
chamber in the parliamentary facade was the "Parliament
of the Realm" (Reichstag), clected by direct ballot, but
°® . Thore was also.a federal "Council of the Realm" (Reichsrat)
ostensibly to give representation to the states but, in fact,
without effcctive powers.-

The constitutioh'incorporated factory ¢éouncils into the
state apparatus for the regulation of "industrial relations’,

The constitution came into force on August 1llith., 1919.

The "Eoftist™ Opposition to Work in the Trade Unions

At a National Conference of the Communist Party of Germany
@ held in Frankfurt on August 16/17th., 1919, an attack was
- -kaunched-upon the policy of the Communist_In&ernationglz#that
Commnists-should work in mass trade unions under.reformist
- - leadership, by a "leftist"™ opposition headed by Heinrich
Taufenborg and Fritz Wolffheim, They proposed that all Party
members should withdraw from the trade unions and form a single
@ comprehensive "left" trade union, :

(0O.K.Flechtheim: "Die Kommunistische Partei
Deutschlands in der Weimarer 'Republik"; Offenbach;

1948; p. 59).

& The ECCI Circulsr Letter on Parliament. and the Soviets

On September 1lst., 1919, the Executive Committece of
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. the Communist International issued a circular lettcr on
parliament and the Soviets.

-

TTTTUDhis. stressed.bhat_the form of the prolotarian -
dictatorship is Sovichs, not parliameant; neverthelessy

T "We can help to abolish an organisation-by-

- entering it, hy. lexploiting! .it. « o, . = -

"7 It is necessarys l)..that the centre of gravity ®
"of the struggle shall be outside parliament . . .;

2) that the action inside parliament shall be bound

up with this struggle; 3) that the deputies shall

also do illegal work; L) that they shall act on the
instructions of the Central Committee and subordinate
themselves to it; 5) that in their actions they shall ®
disregard parliamentary forms. . . .

We cannot, on principle, renounce the utilisation

of parliament", ,

(Manifest, Richtlinien, Beschliisse des ersten Kongresses:
Aufrufe und offene Schreiben des Exekutivkomitees bis

zum zweiten Kongress; Hamburg; 19203 pe 139) @

It declared that, since parliamentary activities
are auxili¢ryactivities, differences on the question of
participation in parliamentary activities should not be
made the pretext for splitting a Communist Party:

"Parliamentary activities and participation
in the clectoral campaigns are only auxiliary
activities, nothing more. ; N

If that is so, and it undoubtedly- is, then
it. is obvious that it is not .worth while splitting
over differences of opinion on this subsidiary-—- ®
question. . . . Therefore we appeal urgently to all
groups and organisations who are genuinely fighting
for Soviets to proceed with the utmost unity, even
if on this question they are not of onc mind.

All who are for Sovicts and the prolectarian
dictatorship will unite as quickly as possible and &
form a unified Communist Party".

'8 (Ibid.; p. 139).

Lenin's "Greetings to Italian, French and German Communists"

-On October 10th., 1919, Lenin scnt a massage of @
‘greetings to Italian, French and German Communists in which
he declared that the differences among the German Communists
related to the questions of participating in parliamentary
"activities and Of working in mass trade unions under reformist
leadership: . :

"The differcnces among the German Communists boil
down. . . to the question of 'utilising the legal
possibilities! . . ., of utilising the bourgeois
parliament, the rcacticnary trade unions, the 'factory
councils law!," : :
(Vo I, Lenin: "Greetings to Italian, Fronch and ®
German Communists", in: "Against Revisionism"; Moscow;
1959; p. 521). |
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He declared that those who advocated the boycotting
of -thesc .bodies on principle were undoub tedly mistaken:

" MBoth from the standpoint- of Marxist theory
and the experience of three revolutions., . ., x
regard refusal to participate in a bourgeois parliament,
in a reactionary . « trade union, in the ultra-
_ reactionary workers' 'councils' . . . as an undoub ted
S TV R L T S . | '
_ A mistake remains a mistake, and it is nccessary
- to-.criticise it _and fight for its reetification",
(V.I. Lenin: ibid.; p. 522, 525)," W ST

and that the source of this error was lack of revolutionary
" . experience: R

"This error has its source in the lack of -
revolutionary experiencc &mnong utterly sincere;-
convincod and val iant working-class revolutionaries".

' (V. T. Lenin: ibid.; p. 525).

e The differences on these questions were, Lenin
 emphasised, subsidiary in character:

- W"phese are differcnces between representatives
bgot of a mass movement that has grown up with incredible
rapidity, differcnces that have a single, common,
granite-like, fundamental basis: recognition of tho
proletarian revolution, struggle cgainst bourgeois-
democratic illusions and bourgeois=democratic
““parliamentarism, recognition of the dictatorship of the

prolctariat and Soyiet government'.
(V.I. Lenin: ibid.; ps 519) .

whieh will disappear with the growth of the Communist
movement:

o ——

"Phis is a matter of growing pains; it will pass
with the growth of the movement which is developing
. : in fine style'. ’
' .~ (V.,I. Lenin: ibid.; pP. 522) .

The West Europcan Bureau and the "West European Sccretariat”

"~ In October 1919 the Dutch Communist S. Ruttgers was
charged by the Communist International with thce formation of
. .4 West European Bureau of the International in Amsterdam.
*  This came into being in the first weeks of 1920, with
D. Wi jnkoop as President, and Ruttgers and Henriette Roland-
folst ‘as Secretaries. It issucd a bulletin in thrce languages.

About the same time (the autumn of 1919) a "West
Buropean Seeretariat" was set up unof ficially by the leadership
of tho Communist Party of Germany with hcadquarters in Berlin,
as a counter-move to the formation of the Amsterdam Bureau.
TIts heads were the Bavarian Communist Thomas, and M. Bronsky.
At tho Second Congress of the CI in July 1920, it was
described as ;

", , limitecd, narrow and to a cortain extent

netionalist and not international'.
(Der Zweite Kongrcss dor Kommunist Internationale;

Hamburg; 1921; p.590) .
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The Second Congress of the CPG

The Socond Congrcss of the Communist Party of Germany
was held Illogally in the Heidelberg district from October
20th., to 23rd., 1919, attcnded by L6 delcgates representing
16,000 members. 4 e

The ebb of the rcvolutionary tide had 1éd ‘to a more @
realistic appraisal of the process of the socialist revolution
in Western Europe as a protracted proccss embrocing several
stages, and made up of advances and sctbacks. This view was
Toflooctod in the '"Thoses on Communist Principlces and Tactics"
adopted by the Congress: : . .

. "The revolution, which consists not of a single line
but of the long stubborn struggle of a class downtrodden
for thousands of years and thercfore naturally not yet
fully conscious of its task and’ of its strecngth, 1s
exposed toagorocess of rise and fall, of flow and ebb'.
(Bericht Ubw.r den 2, Parteitag der Kommunistischen Partel @
Doutschlands (Spartakusbund); NeP.; N.de; P.62) o

The congress also considered "Theses on the Trade Union
Question", drafted by Paul Levi, which not only made it
obligatory for Communists to work in the reformist trade unions,
but decbarred from further participation in thc congress those @
who voted against the theses. :

(Ibid.; p. L6).

Aftor a bitter debate, the theses were carried by 3
votes to 18, and the minority were then excluded from the °

COIIEI‘C_S_E.
(Ibid.; p. L42).

The expelled minority immediately began preparations
for the formation of a new party (which came into being in
April 1920), and succcedod in drawng away from the CPG nearly @
half its total memborship, including the majority of 1ts
me mbers in Berlin and North Germany. PR

“ Lenin disagrced strongly with the expulsion of the minority.,
On October 28th., 1919, he wrote to the Central Burcau of the
CPG; R @

"The only thing that scems incredible is this
radio report that . . . you expolled the minority which,
they tell us, then sct up a party of its OWh. « « &« Given
agreement on this basic issuc (for Soviet rule, against
parliamentarism) unity, in my opinion, is possible and @
NEeCeSSaAryYe o« o o

Restoration of unity in the Communist Party of
Germany is both possible and nccessary from”thc intornational
standpoint . !
(VoI. Lenin: Letter to the CB of tho CPG rcgarding the
Spl%t,sg?: "Gollected Works", Volume 30; Moscow; 1965; &
p. 7" .
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The congress—clected a Central Burcau as follows: -Heinrich
Brandler, Hugo Eberlein, Paul Levi, Ernst Meyer, Wilhelm
Pieck, August Thalheimer and Clara Zetkin.

The Fouh&gfigﬁ"df the Communist Youth Intcrngtional

The : Foundation Congress of the Communist Youth International
(CYL) was held illegally in Berlin from November 20th., to
26th., 1919, attended by 25 delegates from 1l youth
organisations with a total membership of 200 thousand,

. The congress_declared the organisation asection of the
Communist Intcrnational and adopted a "Manifesto to Working
Youth" and "Statutes of the Communist Youth International”.
It clected an Executive Committee of five members, including
Leopold Flieg and Wilhelm Munzenberg from the CPG.

The December Congress of the ISPG

Prom November 30th,, to Deeember 6th., 1919, an
Extraordinary Congress of the Independent Social-Democratic
Party of Germany was hcld in Leipzig.

A resolution that the Party should withdraw from the
Second International was carried by 170 votes to 111, and a
resolution to enter into negotiations with parties inside
and outside the Communist International with a view to
forming "an effective International™ was carried by 227 votes

to Sh.

("Kommunisticheskii Internatsional, No, 7-8; November-
December, 1919; Col, 1113).

Following the congress, the Central Council of the
ISPG wrote to the Central Committee of the Russian Communist
Party along these lines, but receivcd no reply.
< 980 ~

The Separation of the Bavarian People's Party

N

The Bavarian People'!s Party (BPP) (Bayrische Volkspartei)
(BVP) had been formed on November 12th., 1918 as a working
group within the Centre. It represented the interests of the
landed aristocracy in Bavaria, and its appeal was directed
particularly towards Catholic voters in that state. -

TUOR Jafiary 9th., 1920, the Bavarian People's Party broke
away from the Centre to form an independent political party.

The Demonstration against the Factory Councils Bill

In January 1920 the government introduced into the National
Assembly the Factory Councils Bill, designed to transform
factory councils into mere negotiating bodies. :

The ‘CPG and the ISPG called on workers to stage a_mass’
protest demonstration against the Bill on January 13th. in
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front of the Parliament Building. During the demonstration
“trodps guarding the building. fired machine-guns . 1nto the
demons.trators, kllllng ua° and Wounding 10.- A i

The governmcnt 1mmed1ate1y declared martlal law (abollshed
only in December 1920) and under cover of this the Free Corps
bloodily suppressed protést strikes all over the country  and

.. - occupied the offices of the CPG and ISPG newspapers, while
several hundred leadlng members of the two parties were arrested.

The ECCI Letters of February

On February . 5th., 1920, the Executive Committee of the
Communist Internat10na1 issued a general appcal

T e, %0 all German workers, to the Central Bureau
of the Communist Party of Gérmary and to “the presidium of
the Independent Social-Democratic Party of Germany",

in which, after drawing attention to past mistakes on-the part

of the ISPG, it invited this ‘party to send delegates to ®
Moscow for negotlatlons., At the same tlme, it reJected in

advance all collaborgtion with the FEES - ReRe

". « « right-wing leaders. . .who are.dragging back
'the movement into the bourgeois swamp of the yellow
Second International". _ ®
" ("Kommunistiocheskii Internatsional', March 22nd., 19203
cols. 1381-92). = s ’

Two days later the ECCI sent a letter to the Central
Committee of the-newly-formed "leftist" Communist Workers!
Party of Germany, formed by the split in the CPG following ®
its Second Congress, expressing disapproval of the party's
opposition to working in the mass trade unions and to
participating in parliamentary elections, but inviting it to
send delegates to Moscow for oral discussions.

(Bericht uber den 3. Parteitag der Kommunistischen @
Partei Deutschlands (Spartakusbund); n.p.; n.d.; p. 1)

The Third Congress_of the CPG

The Third Congress of the Communist Party of Germany
was held illegally in Karlsruhe on February 25/26th., 1920, &
attended by L3 voting delegates.

Clara Zetkin deleivered a report on the international
situation, and on the work of the "West European Secretariat'",
She. claimed .that it had now developed "beyond its functions
of ‘information" and had become "a central point of communication &
and union for Communists in Western Europe"

(Ibide; pe 77) .

Following her report, stronpg criticism was expressed
concerning the dealings of the ECCI with the "leftist" Communist ®
Workers!'! Party of Germany, and a rcsolutionwes passed calling
for the retention of the "West European Sccretariat" and for a
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World Congress of the CI in the near future to dlscuss the
issues between the ECCI and the CPG. cuse

@ 5 =5 ' (Ibld.p p. 8u-85).

The congress_expelled from the Party five entire - -+ - -
districts. -~ Greater Berlin, North, North-West, Lower Saxony
and Dresden -- for supporting the stand of their delegates on

& the trade union issue at the Second Party Congress in October

A Central Bureau was elected as follows: Heinrich Brandler
Hugo Eberlein, Paul Frohlich, Ernst Meyer, Wilhelm Pieck, August -
Thalheimer and Clara Zetkin. After the congress, Paul Lev1 A
was coopted to the Central Bureau, '

The Kapp Putsch

At the beginning of March, 1920, the government, in
pursuance of demands issued by the Inter-Allied Military"Control
Commission, ordered the disbandment- of two brigades of marines
® stationed near Berlin under the command of Captain Hermann 3
Ehrhardt. . _ ’

General Walter Freiherr von Littwitz refused to cbmpiy
with the order,; ang tile govermmcit formeity removed the brigades
from his command,

On the night of March:12/13th., 5,000 members of the two
brigedes, led by Ehrhardt, marched into the centre of Berlin,

' ThéigovernMent immediately sought the use of troops to
Py crush the putsch, but General Hans von Seeckt, Chief of the
Office of Troops at the Ministry of the Arm of the Realm,‘replied:

"Obv1ously there can be no talk of lettlng
Relchswehr fight dgainst Relchswehr"
The brlgndes occupied without opposition all the principal

government buildings in the centre of Berlin. The leaders of
the putsch declared the government desposed, the Weimar
Constitution.null.and void .and the National Assembly dissolved;
they proclaimed a new government hcaded by Wolfgang Kapp, an -
East Prussian landowner. The Ministers of the legal government
® giiSkZo Stuttgart, but before leaving issued a call for a general

The leadership of the Communlst Party at first adopted
a "leftist". line towards-the putsch, adv131ng workers not to
participate in the strike., On March 1l th. "The Red Flag"
® declared: - :

"The revolutionary proletariat ., . . will not 1lift
a finger to save tho murderers of Karl Liebknecht
and Rosa Luxemburg from disgraceful'defeat. We
shall not 1lift a fingor for the democratic republic"

The workers, however, rcspondcd to the strike call, which
was endorsed by the Trade union leaders belonging to the SPG,
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headed by Carl Legien (chairman of the 1argest trade union
federation, the General German Trade Union League) and

12 million workers, including the lower grades of the civil
service, ceased work. In these circumstances on March 15th.,
the leagdership of the CPG changed its line.and advised support
of the strike, but under the “1eftlst" slogan of "Fon“auSov1et
Governmentl" S

In the Ruhr, under the 1eadersh1p of the CPG, a Red Army
of 100,000 men came into belng and fought the counter-

"revolutlonary troops. P

In Berlln the strlke was almost 1004 effective and, after
a few days in which Be: }g*é:as completely paralysed, on
March 17th, the leaders of the putsch fled. The putsch
had been defeated. i

The right wing of the ISPG leadership now demanded a new
government headed by Legien as Chancellor and including a
maJorlty of ISPG Ministers, -

On March 2lst., 1920, the Central Bureau of the CPG declared
that, in the event of such a "workers! governmcnt" being formed,
they would adopt an attitude of "loyal opposition" towards it,
i.e., they wuld refrain from attempting to overthrow it by
force.

("Die Rote Fahne", March 26th., 1920).

Lenin declared that these tactics were correct in.principle:

"The conclusion: the promise to be a 'loyal
opposition' (i.e., the renunciation of preparations for
a 'violent overthrow') to a !'Socialist government if it
excludes bourg601s-cap1tallst parties!, Undoubtedly these
tactics, in the main, are correct".
(VeI. Lenin: "'Left-wing' Communism: An Infantlle Disorder",
Appendix 2, in: "Scelected Works", Volume 10; London;
19'—!-69 p. 150).

However, ho strong;y crltlclsod thc formulatlon of the .

' "We cannot (in an official statement of the
Communist Party) describe a government of social-traitors as
a 'Socialist!' government, . . . It is impermissible to
speak of the exclusion of 'bourgeois-capitalist parties!

" when the parties of both Scheidemann and Messrs. Kautsky..
and Crispien are petty-bourgecois democratic parties",

(VoeI. Lenin: ibid.; p. 150),

and declared that- the rcasons given for these tactics were
". « o wrong in principle and politically harmful",

He suggested that a more correct formulation of these
reasons would have boen:
"As long as the majority of the urba workers
follow the Independents, we Communists must place no
obstacles in the way of these workers overcoming their past

Bill Bland Internet Archive
www.marxists.org
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philistine-democratic (consequently also 'bourgeois- -
capitalist!) illusions, by going through the cxperience
@ of having 'their own government'!., This, . . means that
----- fora-certain period -atl- attempts ‘at 'a vidlent OVer{',hrow
of a government which enjoys the confidence of a
majority of the urban workers must be abandoned".
(VoI Bening -ibid,.;~ps: 151)
® In an "Open Letter" to members of the "leftist"
Communist Workers! Party of Germany dated June 2nd., 1920.,
the ECCI confirmed Lenin's objections to the statecment of the
CPG:

"The ECCI . . . is completely out of agrcement
& with the reasons given by the Spartacus League Central
Bureau in its well-known statement of 21 March 1920
about the possibility of forming a so-called 'purely
socialist! government., It was incorrect to state that
such a 'purely socialist' government will ensure a
situation in which 'bourgeois democracy need not appear
® . .as.capitalist dictatorship!'",
e g (Cited in: Manifest; Richtlinien, Beschliisse 'des EprSten
Kongresses: Aufrufe und offene Schreiben des Execkutiv-
komitees bis zum-zweiten Kongress; Hambufg; 1920; p. 292)

wenmemse -—The pr 0-ject for-an -ISPG=dominated government fell through
® . == the left-wing of the ISPG leadership ref‘us1ng to’ Jon.n a .
government which would include the " SPG."

Lenln describecd-the perlod of ‘the Kapp putsch as

¢ ", . . the German Kornilov pe:r-lod"
® (V.I. Lenin: ibid.; p. 151-2),

because it represented an attempt at counter-revolution on’
the part of the landed aristocracy.

In Bavaria a parallel putsch: on bechalf of the landed
® aristocracy was morc successful. . The SPG government headed by
Johannes Hoffmann was ousted, and a new government repre sentlng
the big landowners, headed by Gustav von Kahr was placed in
office. From this time Bavaria became a stamping ground for any
right-wing forces opposed to the "parliamentary democracy" at
the centre.

- Of the 705 persons charged with involvement in the Kapp
putsch, only one received a prison sentence, Luttwitz found
refuge in Hungary, Ehrhardt in Bavaria, and a general ‘amnesty
was granted to the great majority of Kapp's accomplices.

® The Formation of the Muller Government

As a result of public indignation at their conduct
" during the Kapp putsch, Gustav Bauer (Centre) and Gustav Noske
(SPG)” resigned as Chancellor and Minister of Defence respectively.

® On March 27th., 1920, a new government was formed,
composed of Ministers from the SPG, the Centre and the German
Democratic Party, with Hermann Mullcr (SPG) as Chancellor.
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General Hans von Seeckt was promoted head of the Army

Leadership (Heeresleitung), the successor to the forbidden ®
High Command. : ki '

The Foundation Congress of the "Communist Workers! Party of

Germany"

On April 3rd./lth:, 1920, the foundation congress of the P
Communist Workers'! Party of Germany (CWPG) (Kommnistische
Arbeiterparteil Deutschlands) (KAPD) ~-- formed on the initiative
of "leftist" elements who had broken with the Communist Party
of Germany over the issue of working in the reformist mass

- trade unions ~- was held in Berlin, .attended by 35 delcgates
‘representing 38 thousand members, . ®

A resolution that the CWPG should’ apply for membership
of the Communist International was carried unanimously, while
another resolution adopted directed all members to join the
"leftist" General *iorkers!' Union (GWU) (Allgemeine Arbeiter-
Union) (AAU). : . '

. On November 28th., 1920, the CWPG was admitted by the
ECCI to the Communist International as a "sympathising party".

The Dissolution of the lest European Bureau of the -CI

In April 1920 the ECCI dissolved the West European Bureau
of the CI in Amsterdam, on the grounds that its leaders. had
adopted the "leftist" line of opposition to work in the reformist
mass trade unions and to parliamentary activity. Its functions
were transferred to the West European Sccretariat set up by
the CPG in Berlin, which now assumed an official status. ®

("Komministicheskii Internatsional, No., 1; May 1lth.,
1920; Cols. 1659-60), '

"1cft-wing! Communism"

. -

In April 1920 Lenin's 1dst major work, "!'Left-wing!
Commnism: An Infantile Disorder" appeared -- directed against
"leftist" deviations from Marxist strategy .and tactics in the
European communist movement, particularly in.Germany.

In speaking of these "leftist" trends, Lenin pointed out P
that they were international in character:

"Some of the fundamental features of our revolution
have a significance which is , . . international . . . By
international significance I mean the international validity,
or -the historical incvitability of a repetition on an @
international scale of what has taken place here",
"(V.I, Lenin: "'Loft-wing' Communism: An Infantile Disorder",
in: "Selected Works", Volume 10; London; 1946; p. 57).

A considerable part of the book was devoted to a critique of
.the "leftist" group which had just formed itself into the @
~-TGommunist Workers' Party of Gormany'. Lenin opposed the policy
- of these "Left" Communists in repudiating work in the mass trade
unions under reformist leadcrship:
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"We wage the struggle against the opportunist and
social-chauvinist leaders in order to attract the working
class to our: side. To forget this most elementary and
self-evident truth would be stupid., But the German 'Left!

. Communists are guilty of just this stupidity when because

- of the reactionary and counter-revolutlonary character of
the -heads .of the trade unions, they jump to the conclusion
that . . . it is necessary to leave the trade unions!]
to refuse, to work in them!! to create new, artificial

" forms - of labour organisations!! This is an unpardonable
blunder equivalent to the greatest service the Communists
could render the bourgcolsle. . « To refuse to work in the
reactionary trade unions means leaving the insufficiently
developed or backward masses of the workers under the
influence of the reactlonary leaders, the agents »f the
bourgeoisie. . .

It is Jjust thls absurd 'theory' that Communists must
not belong to reactionary trade unions that demonstrates
most clearly how frivolously the 'Left! Communists regard
the question of influencing 'the masses'!, how they misuse
their outcries about 'the masses'. . . .

Greater stupidity and greater damage to the revolution
than that caused by the 'Left! revolutionaries cannot be
imagined! . . . For.the whole task of the Communists is
to be able to conv1nce the backward elements, to be able
to work among them, and not to fence themselves off from
them by artificial and childishly 'Left'! slogens',

(VoI. Lenin: ibid.; p. 93, 99).

Lenin also criticised the policy of the German "Left" 7
Communists of repudiating parliamentary activity: W

"How can one say that 'parliamentarism is politically
obsolete! when 'millions' and 'legions' of prolectarians
are not only still in favour of parliamentarism in general,
but are downright 'counter-revolutionary'!? Clearly,
parliamentarism in Germany is not yet politically obsolete,
Clearly, the 'Lefts' in Germany have mistaken their
desire + . . for objective reality. This is. thg most
dangerous mistake revolutionaries can make. . . . We must
not regard what is obsolete for us as being obsolete for
the class, as being obsolete for the masses! . .. . You
- mist not sink to the level of the masses, to the level of
S - the backward strata of the class.. That is incontestable,
You must tell them the bitter truth., You must call their
bourgeois~democratic and parliamentary prejudice --
pre judices. But, at the same time, o o
it undoubtedly follows that parliamentarism in Germany
is not yet politically obsolete, that participation—in
parllamentary elections and in the struggle in parliament
is" obligatory for the party of the revolutionary proletariat
precisely for the purpose of educating the backward strata
of its own class. . . « As long as you are unable to
.disperse the bourgeois parliament and cvery other type of
.reactionary institution, you mst work inside them"
(VeI. Lenin: ibid.; p. 99-1005 T
Lenin further criticised the German "Left" Communists for
repudiating all manoeuvres and compromises:
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"To carry on a war for the overthrow of the
international bourgeoisie, a war which is a hundred times
more difficult, prolonged and complicated than the most @
stubborn of ordinary wars between states, and to refuse

_ beforehand to mahoeuvre, to utilise the conflict of interests
- -——- (even though temporary) among one's enemies, " to refuse to
- temporise and compromise with possible (even though
. ‘transient, unsteable, vnc111at1ng and condltronal) allies =--
is this not ridiculous in the extreme? . . & ®
~Capitalism would. not be capitalism if the 'pure!
proletqriat were not’ surrounded by a large number of very
mixed transitional types . . . And all this makes it necessary
. == absolutely necessary -- for the vanguard of the proletariat
e« o« « b0 resort to manoeuvres and compromises. « . . The
whole point lies in knowing how to apply these tactics @
in such a way as to raise and not lower the general level
of proletarian class consciousness, revolutionary spirit,
and ability to fight and to conquer. . . .

The hasty 'decision!', 'no compromises, no manoeuvres',
can only hinder the strengthenlng of the influence of the
revolutionary proletariat and the growth of its forces"

. (VeI Lenin: ibid.; p. 111, 115-16, 117)

Lenin finally criticised the "Leftlst" attltude to be
found not only in the "Communist Workers! Party. of Germany" “

but also in:the Communist Party of -Germany itself which opposed
working. for unity. wth the left-wing of the Independent Social- .
Democratic Party of Germany: P

"The German 'Independent Social-Democratic Party! "ot
is obviously not homogeneous, Alongside the 0ld opportunist i
leaders . . . .there has - arisen in .this party a Left '
proletarian wing which is growing with remarkable rapidity,. o
e« o« This proletarian wing has already proposed -- at the
«f"-Lclpzlg (1919) Congress of the Independents -- immediate
unconditional affiliation with the Third International. .
« o« It is the duty of the Communists to seeck and to find an
appropriate form .of.compromise with them, such a compromise
as, on the one hand, will facilitate and accelerate the ®
necessary complete fusion with this wing, and on the other,
will not: in any way hamper the Communists in their ideological-
political struggle against the opportunlst nght w1ng of the
tIndependents ", _ . A 2
(V.I. Lenln' ibld., Pe 115) . ' : ®

The Fourth Congress of the CPG

The Fourth Congress of the Communist Party of Germany
was held illegally in Berlin on April lh/lSth., 1920, attended
by 149 voting delegates. . - ®

The Congress endorsed by 37 votes to 6.a resolution
criticising the Centrol Burcau!'s "1ova1 opposition' statement
following the Kapp putsch.

* (Bericht Uber den li. Parteitags der Kommunistischen Partei
' Deutschlands (Spartakusbund); n.p.; n.d.; p. 39, 53). : ®
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A new Central Bureau was elected as follows: Heinrich
Brandler, Hugo Iberlcin, Paul Levi, Ernst Meyer, Wilhelm
Pieck, August Thalheimer and Clara Zetkin,

The ECCI Open Letter to MoMbers of the CWPG

On June ende” 1920, the ECCI 1ssued an open letter

—*”“addressed to-members of “the"Teftist" "Communist Workers!'! Party
of Germany",; ©xprcssing strorg digapprdval of the party's

; attitude of ODpU“ltlUn“tD‘MGmUcF§ﬁlﬁ"bf ‘the ‘'mass trade uni as,

~——-Ftpdded -that the CWPG could rot be considéred A Serious . .

revolutionary party while it 'retained withWirm its rarks such
people as Heinrich Laufenberg and Fritz Wolffheim (who, under
the slogan of 'National Bolshevism!, were advocating that the
working class should ally itself w1th the German 1mper1a11sts
on an anti-Versailles Troaty programme)

(Manlfust, Rlchtllnlen, Beschlusse des ‘ersten

. Kongresses; Aufrufe und offene . Schreiben des
Exekutivkomitees bis zum zweiten Kongress; Hamburg,
1920; p. 292f,) L

At a congress at the beginning of August 1920, the party
expelled the Laufenberg/Wolffheim group. :

The 1920 Parliamentary Elections

On June 6th., 1920, elections were held for the German
Parliament. The results were as follows:

Party : Vote % Deputies
Social-Democratic Party of Germany: 6.1 m, 22% 102
Independent Social-Democratic Party

of Germany: 5.0 m, 18% 8l
German National Pcople's Parbty: 4.2 m, 15% 71
German People!s Partys - 3.9 m, 14% 65
Centre: 3.9 m. % 6l
German Democratlc Party: 2ol m, 8% 39
Bavarian People's Party: 1.2 m, L% 21
Commnist Party of Germany: 0.6 m. 2% 2

e Qther parties: 0,9 m. 3% 9
Totals: 28.2 m,. L57

.The main changes in the election results from those of the
election for the National Assembly 1n January 1919 were: a
fall in the SPG vote from 38% to 22% and in the number of its
deputies from 165 to 102: a rise in the ISPG vote from 8% to
18% and-in the number of its dcputies from 22 to O84; and the
entry intothe parliamentary arcna for the first time of the
Communist Party.

The Formaﬁion'of the I'chrcnbach Government

Following the elctions, the Miller cabinet recsigned, and was
replaced on June 25th. by a new coalition government of the
German People's Party, the German Domocratic Party and the Centre
(i.ee, without the Social-Democratic Party), headed by Konstantin
Fechrenbach' (Centre). It was a minority government kept in office
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by the supporting vote of* the SPG.

The entry of the German Pecople's Party, led by Gustav
Stresemann, into .the--government-reflected the decline of the
power of the landed aristocracy as a separate class, its growing
merger.-with .monopoly capital, and the transformation of this

~....party from.onec .representing the political interests-of- the
landed..aristocracy..to.onc rcpresenting the intcrests - oﬁ-monopolz ®
capltal.llnkcd with -the landed aristocracy. - --- --

This process was completed in 1925 with the entry into
the government .of .the . German Natlonql-People's Party.

The Second ‘Congress of the Communlst Intornatlonal )

The Second Cohgress of the Communist International
was held in Petrograd and Moscow from July 19th., to August
Tth., 1920, attended by 217 delegates from 37 countries., The
delegation of the CPG was led by Paul Levi and included Willi
Budich, Ernst Meyer, Jacob Walcher and Rosi Wolfstein. Non- . @
voting delegates attended from the ISPG and the CWPG.

' The "Manifesto" adopted by the congress had a brief but
penetrating reference to Germany:

» "Germany's belated parliamentarism, an abortion ®
" of 'the bourgeois revolution, which is itself an abort.ion

of history, suffers in its infancy from every disease

peculiar to cretins in their senility. The-most-democratic-
in-the-world Reichstag of Ebert's republic is impotent,

not only before the Marshal's baton of Foch, but even

before the stock market manipulations of its own Stinneses, &
and the military plots of 1ts officer clique. German
parliamentary democracy isia void between two dictatorships”.
(Manifesto of 2nd World Congress CI, in: J.Degras (Ed):

"The .Communist International: 1919-1943: Documents",

Volume 1; London; 1971; p. 175).

The "Theseslgg %he Trede Union Movement, Factory Councils
and the Communist International"” stressed that it was essential
for Communists to work in the trade union movement:

"Communists in all countries must join the trade
unions, in order to turn them into conscious fighting @
organs .for the overthrow of capitalism and for Communism,

o They must take the initiative in forming trade unions
- where these do not exist.

All-voluntary abstention from the unions, all artificial
attempts to create separate trade unions unless compelled
thereto. ... . are extremely dangerous for the Communist ®
movement. They involve the danger that the masses, who are
on the road to Communism, will be separated from the most
advanced and class-conscious workers and surrendered to the
opportunist leaders who work hand in glove with the
bourgeoisie. . . o

Ifi~& -+ & split should prove to be necessary, it o

o 50 should ‘be effected only if the Communists succeed in
R convincing the broad working masses . . . that the split
is to be made not for the sake of distant revolutionary
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"aims which they do not yet understand, but for the
sake of the most immediate practical interests of the
working class in the development of their economic
struggle". :

(Theses on the Trade Union Movement, Factory Counc1ls
and the Communist International, 2nd World Congress

-.CI,..in: .J. Degras (Ed.): ibid.; p. 116~ 1u7) -

The "Theses on Communist Parties and Parliament" =~ ~
characterised. parllamcnt 1n the era of imperialism as

o aa - ""'" R

& . cm———t ce——- —— e

» Wi e an 1nstrument of falsehood, deceptlon and -
v1olence, an enervating talking-shop". S
(Theses on Communist Parties and Parliament, 2nd WDrld
Congress CI, in: J. Degras-(Ed.): ibid.; p. 151)

The theses contrasted parliament as an organ of the
capltallst state with Soviets 2s the organ of the dictatorship
of the working class and dealt with the role of parliamentary
activity in the revolutionary struggle:

"In this mass struggle which.develops into civil
war, the leading party of the prolctariat must as a rule
secure all legal positions, using them as auxiliary
centres of its revolutionary ac¢tivity and incorporating
them in its main plan of campaign, the campgign of mass
struggle.

One such auxiliary centre is the rostrum of the
bourgeois parliament. o - .

This activity inside parllament, which consists
chiefly in revolutionary agitation from the parliamentary
tribune, in exposing enemies, in the ideological
mobilisation of the masses who, particularly in the

-backward areas, are still encumbered with democratic
illusions and look to the parliamentary ros trum, must
be wholly and completely subordinate to the aims and
tasks of the mass struggle outside parliament".
(Ibid.: pe. 153),

‘The theses condemned "anti-parliamentarism on. principle"

as

e « « @ naive and childish doctrine which is beneath

. eriticism",
-(Ibid., p. lSh)

§ w———

The boycottlng of electlons or of parllament, as well as

.walkouts from parliament:-

", ., . are permissible primarily when the. condltlons

for the immediate transition to armed struggle for power
are at hand",

(Ibld., Pe lS&)

However, in view of the fact that parliamentary struggle
occupies a position of "comparative unimportance,
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"The Communist International emphasises most
strongly that it considers any split or any attempt
at a split within the Communist Party solely on this
issue .a serious error".

(Ibide; Ppo ]-SLI-) .

The ‘most important document adopted by the congress was
the twenty-one "Conditions of Affiliation to the Communist
International™ (19 of which were drafted by Lenin)e. In
introducing the conditions, Lenin made it clear that they
were designed"to prevent the organisation from being diluted
by wavering and hali-hearted groups’ who had not yet genuinely
abandoncd the outlook of social-democracy ond embraced Marxism:

"More and more frequently parties and groups which
‘only recently were affiliated to the Second International,
but which have not-yet really become Communist, are
applying for affiliation to the Third International. The
.- Second -International is completely smashed. The
-~ - intermediate parties and groups of the !Centre', realising
2 that the -Second International is hopeléss, @re trying-
to lean on the Communist International, which is-becoming
stronger, hoping, however, to retain such tautonomy'! as
will enable them to pursue their former opportunist or
Centrist! policys « «

The desire of certain leading groups of the !'Centre!
to join the Third International at the present time is
indirect confirmation of the fact that the Communist
International has won the sympathy of the overwhelming
majority of the class~conscious workers all over the
world and day by day is more and more becoming a force,

Under certain circumstances, the Communist International
may be faced with the ‘danger of being diluted with
wavering and hal f-hearted groups which have not yet
abandoned the ideology of the Second Internagtional. « . .

In view of this, the Second World Congress deems
it necessary to lay down very definite conditions of
affiliation for new parties and also to point out to those

_parties which have already been received into the Communist
International the obligations that rest upon them",
(VeI. Lenin: "The Conditions of Affiliation to the
-~ Communist International", in: "Selected Works", Volume
103 .London; 1946; p. 200, 201).

The congress also endorscd "Theses on the Basic Tasks
of the Communist International" (drafted by Lenin), "Theses
on the Role of the Cormunist Party in the Proletarian Revolution"
Tdrafted by Zinoviev), 'Theses on the National and Colonial
Question" (draftod by Lenin), "Thcoscs on the Agrarian Question'
{drafted by Lenin), and the "Statutos of the Communist
International" (drafted by the ECCI).

The congress formed an Executive Committec of 26 members
drawn from 20 national Parties. After the congress, this
elected a "Narrow Burcau" to odminister the day-to-day
tasks of the Communist International, composed as follows:
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Grigori Zinoviev (Soviet Russia) (Chairman),

Nikolai Bukharin (Soviet Russia) (Deputy Chairman)-;-
Mikhail Kobetsky (Soviet” Russia) (Secretary),
Ernst Meyer (Germany), and e
A. .. Rudnianski (Hungary). "
. In the period between the Seccond Congress and the
Third Congress (June/July 1921), the Narrow Bureau was
enlarged to include: - ey

Wilhelm Koenen (Germany),

Bela Kun (Hungary),

Karl Radek (Soviet Russia) and
Alfred Rosmer (France).

Lenin's Letter to the German and French Workers

- Omr “September 2lth., 1920, Lenin wrote a-"Lettér to the
German and French Workers" concerning the discussion
proceeding in the centrist parties about the question of
affiliating to the Communist International, He declared that
the right-wing leaders of the ISPG were

" « . Opportunist, petty-bourgeois elements. . . .

©°7" By their constant. vacillations im the direction of
reformism and Menshevism, by their inability to think
and act in a revolutionary manner, Dittmann, Crispien
and the others, without rcalising it, . . . subordinate
the proletariat to bourgeois reformism. s .
It 1s time to abandon completely all these harmful
p * illusions about the possibility of 'unity'! or 'peace!
with the Dittmanns and Crispiens, with the Right wing
of the German Independent Social-Democratic Party . . . .
It is time all’the rcvolutionary workers purged their
Parties of these and formed rcally united Communist
Parties of the proletariat". '
(V.I, Lenin: "A Letter to the German and French Workers",
ins "Selected Works", Volume 10; London; 1946; p.250-51).

The Halle Congress of the ISPG

From October 12th., to 17th., 1920, an Extraordinary
Congress of the Independent Social-democratic Party Of Germany
took place in Halle, attended by 395 delegates representing
‘893 thousand members., '

After a speech by Grigori Zinoviev on behalf of the _
Communist International, the congrcss voted by 237 votes to |
156 that the party should apply for affiliation to the Communist
International under the 21 conditions., .The right wing then walked
out of the congress, which procceded to adopt a resolution to
negotiate for fusion of the ISPG with the Communist Party of

Germanx.

(USPD: Protokoll Uber die Verhandlungen des Ausserordent-
lichen Parteitags zu Halle; n.p.; n.d.)




Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 i ive’
www.ml-today.com v Blllmdn::::;:test:‘;cmve.
Uploaded 2021

L0.

The Fifth Congress of the CPG

The Fifth Congress of the Comrmnist Party of Germany
was held in Berlin from Novomber lst. tO0 3rd.s 1920 attended
by 101 voting delegates representing 79 thousand members. The
congress endorsed a resolution to the effect that the CPG
should unite with the left-wing of the ISPG. 1t left the
eclections of a new central Bureau to the Torthcoming Unification
Congress. : g ¢

(Béricht tber den 5. Parteitag der Kommunistischen

Partei Deutschlands (Spartakusbund); n.P.; 1921) .

The Sixth (Unification) Congress of the CPG

The Sixth Congress of the Communist Party of Germany --
the Unificotion Congress at which the CPG merged with the
left-wing of the Independen$~Social-DemOCratic Party of Germany
-— was held in Berlin from December Lith. to 7th. 1920, attended
by 136 delegates from the CPG and 349 from the ISPG, representing
between them 300,000 members.,.. i, '

The party adopted for a”time'the new name of the United
gommunist Party of Germany (UCPG) (Vereinigte Kommmunistische
Partei Deutschlands) (VKPD). The word: 'United! was dropped in
1922, ‘ ; ’ :

" A new Central Burcau was elected with Ernst Daumig (ISPG)
and Paul Levi (CPG) as Chairmen; Heinrich Brandler (CPG) ,
Otto Brass (ISPG), Wilhelm Koenen (ISPG), Wilhelm Pieck (CPQ®) ,
Hermann Remmele (ISPG).--Walter Stoecker (ISPG) and Clara
Zetkin (CPG) as Secretaries); and the following as members:
Otto Gabel (ISPG), Curt Geyer (ISPG), Fritz Heckert (CPG) , Adolph o
Hoffmann (ISPG) and August Thalheimer (CPG) .

'(Bericht, iiber die Verhandlungen des Vereinigungsparteitags
" dor USPD (Linke) and der KPD (Spartakusbund) ; n.P.; 1921) o

1921
The "Open Ietter'" of the CPG o

Oon January 7th., 1921, a conferenee of the Central Bureau
with district secrctaries of the‘Communist.Party of Germany &
approved an "Open Letter” addrcssed to the General German
Tradé Union Léague (Allgemeiner Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund)
(ADGB) , the General Frce Employces Leaguc (Allgemeiner freier
Angestelltenbund) (AFA-Bund) , the General Workers! Union
(Allgemeiner Arbeiter-Union) (AAU), the Frce workers'! Union
(Froie Arbeiterunion) (FAU), the Social-Democratie- Party of ®
Germany (SPD), the rump of the Indcpendent Social~-Democratic
Party of Germany (USPD) and the leftist Communist Workerst
Party--of -Germany (KAPD). .- o . o

e Amir ——

The "Open Letter", drafted by Karl Radek and Paul Levi,
proposcd a joint campaipn for the raising of wages, uncmployment @
assistance and pensions; for' a roduction in the cost of living;
for the dissolution of anti-rcpublican para-military organisations;
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for the creation of "organs of proletarian sclf-defence";
.and for the establishment of trade and diplomatic relations
with Soviet Russia. - | |

The "Open Letter" met with no response from the organisations
to which it wes addressed, and was criticised as "opportunist"
by a "leftisc" group developing within the Party under the -
leadership of Ruth Fischer and Arkadi Maslow,

At the Third World Congress of thée Communist International
in July 1921, Lenin defended the tactics of the "Open Letter™
against the :attacks of the "leftistd :

"I think it is a shame and a disgrace to hear it
said at the congress ., . . that the 'Open Letter! was
opportunistic! . . . The 'Open Letter! was an exemplary
political step. This is what we say in our theses. And
this is what we must absolutely insist upon. It was an
exemplary step, for it was the first practical step in the
direction of winning over the ma jority of the working class",
(VeI. Lenin: "In Support of the Tactics of the Communist
International”, in: "Selected Works", Volume 10; London;
19465 p. 281).

The "Theses on Tactics" adopted by the Third World Congress
of the CI declarecd:

"Thanks to the' tactics of the Communist International
( « « « the Open Letter, etc.), Communism in Germany
from being the merc political tendency which it represented
in the January and March struggles of 1919, has become a
great revolutionary mass party",
(Theses on Tgctics, 3rd. World Congress GI, in: J. Degras
(Ed.) : "The Communist International: 1919-1943: Documents',
Volume 1; London; 1956; p. 24).

The Resignations from the Central Burcau of thc CPG

In January 1921 the Congress of the Itolian Socialist Party
was held at Leghorn, with Matyas Rakosi and Christo Kabakchiev
representing the Communist International.

The " party had dcclared its odherence to the Commnist
International shortly after the latter!s foundation, but this
congress had to decide whether to continuc adherence under the
21 conditions adopted by the Sccond World Congress of the CI
in July 1920, While the right wing of the Congress was opposed to
continued affiliation on any terms, a large centrist wing headed
by Giacinto Serrati opposed, in the name of "tolerance", acceptance
of the last condition (which called for expulsion of the right
wing of the party). In this opposition Scrrati received the
Open support of Paul Levi, who attecnded thc congress as a
fraternal delegate from the Communist Party of Germany,

At a meeting of the Central Council of the CPG on February
22nd./2hth., 1927, a resolution moved by Paul Levi denouncing
the attitude of the Communist International in rclation to the
Italian Soclalist Party was lost by 28 votes to 23, and a -
resolution moved by Aupust Thalhcimer approving it wd§ €arried
by the same vote.
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Following this, Otto Brass, Ernst Daumig, Adolph Hoffmann,
Paul Levi and Clara Zetkin resigned from the Central Bureau
and were replaced by Paul Bottcher, Paul Frohlich, Ernst Meyer,
Max Sievers and Paul Wegmann., Hecinrich Brandler and Walter
Stoccker were elected Chairmen of the Party. ¢

T From this time until October 1922 the lcading role in
the CPG was played by Ernst Meyer. ®

In March the Executive Committee of the Communist
International issued a statement on the incident:

"pive members of. the.Central Bureau .of the CPG
have resigned from the Central Bureau because of their P
dissatisfaction with the attitude of the Executive
Committee towards the.split in the Italian Socialist
Partyo ; ’
For any thinking Communist it is enough that the
centrist group of leaders, faced with the necessity of
choosing between the reformists and the Commnists, P
broke with the 60,000 Communist proletarians of Italy
in favour of Serrati and 12,000 reformists. This fact
is of greater weight than all the long-winded speeches
about the tactless conduet of one or another representative
of the Communist International. That should have been
clear to all members of the German Central Bureau. In a ®
Communist Party the leaders, placed there.by. the workers,
have as little right to leave their posts without permission
of the Party.as a soldier in the Red Army has to leave
his sentry box. « «
The ECCI regrets thc departure of these comrades
and sees in it: @
1. Inadequate discipline among the leading elements
of the CPG;
2. Proof of the fact that among the leaders of the
CPG there are signs of the formation of a right wing.
The Executive Committee adheres to the opinion
that the reason why Comrade Levi and his group left the @
Central Bureau of.the CPG was not the. Italian Question,
but opportunist vacillations concerning German and
-International policy. « « &
: The ECCI dirccts the attention of all German
Communists to the fact that in the past few months there
have been signs of an attempt to form a Communist right ®
wing. Therefore Communists should close their ranks and
nip these tendencies in the bud. Comrade Levi's statement
of 23 March shows that he has already reached a complete
break with the Communist International. This should show
the comrades who formerly declared their solidarity
with Levi whore his road leads, and help them to recognise [
their error", _ .
(ECCI Resolution on the Resignation of Five Members from
the Centrel Bureau of the German Commnist Party, in:
"Kommunisticheskii Internatsional", No. 17; June 1921;.
col. 4O71).

‘The Foundation of the "Two-and-a-Half" Intcrnational

From February 22nd..to 27th., 1921, representatives of,
the centrist social-democratic parties which had broken with the
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Second International but which re jected the 21 conditions of
affiliation to the Third International, ‘met 'in Vienna

and set up the short-lived International Union of Socialist
Parties, (known as thé "Vienna International or, less
respectfully, as the "Two-and-a-Half International”),

The Third World Congress of the Communist International
in June/July 1921 characterised the "Two-and-a-Half"
International as -follows: i . ’

M"The parties of the centre and of social-democracy *
differ Only in the words they use. . . '« On paper the
Two=andwa=Hal f--IThteérnational is--trying.- to..hover between:
democracy and proletarian--dietatorship. In fect it.is.
helping the capitalist class in every country by encouraging
a spirit of irresolution among the working class. . . .

The basic similarity-in the political.character.of the
reformists-and-ecentrists- is shown-in their common .defence
~of -the Amsterdam trade union Interngtional,-: the last '
-stronghol-d-of--the-world-beurgeoisie, . Wherever they.have
influence in the unions, the centrists'unite.with the...
4 reformists and the trade union bureaucracy to fight the
Communists, to reply to the attempts to revolutionise
the unions by expelling Communists and splitting the unions,
80 proving that just like the social-democrats they are
opponentsof-the proletarian-struggle .and..pace~-makers.of the
counter-revolution". ' B4
(Theses on Tactics, 3rd. World Congress CI, in: J. Degras
(Ed.): ibid.; p. 256).

....’:-.JIhe ..Mare.}l...ﬂc.t.io.n ..;.......... AW RELS 3% .. e ....; ‘.- .;.- .. . ANRISDENE

' On February 3rd., 1921, a strike of copper workéré'beéaﬁ
in the.district of Mansfeld in central Germany.

' On March 16th. the Governor of Saxony, Otto Horsing (SPG)
ordered secuprity police (Schutzpolizei) (Schupo), and troops
of the Arm of the .Realm to preparc an action "to restore the
authority of the state" in the Mansfeld district.

Taking advantage of the rcsignation of the rightists from the
Central Bureau of the Communist Party.of Germany, "leftist"
elements led by-Arkadi Maslow had succeeded in gotting the
Central Burecau to accept.the "theory of the general revolutionary
offensive” -~ the theory that The time had now come-for the
Party to undertake .revolutionary offensive actions which would
arouse the working class to active support. On the basis of this
Mleftist" theory, the Central Bureau put forward a resolution to

~the meeting of the Central Council of the¢' CPG on March 17th.

< that the Party should organise an armed.insurrection to overthrow
the government, thc action to commence in Mans fcld. The action
was supparted by the "leftist" representative of the Communist
International in Gormany ot this time, Bela Kun., As Clara
Zegkin said at the Third World Congress of the CI in June/July
1921z . : :

] » »
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"% ... MRepresontatives of the Exccutive (i.c., of the
comihtern --.Ed.) bear at any rato a great sharc of ®

rosponsibility. for the fact that the March action was™-
conducted in the way that it was . . . and for thoe false

slogans and falsc political attitude of the Party or,

rathor, of its Contral Council”. o

(Protokoll des III., Kongrcsscs der Kommanistischen
Internationale; Hamburgs 1921; Pe 297) . @

~ On March 19ths security police and troops marched into
the Mansfcld district and bloody clashes took place with
armed Commnists and sympathiscrs. On March 23rd. President
Ebert dcelared a state of emcrgency (i.c., martial law) in
Saxony, dnd appointed Otto Horsing (SPG) as Martial Law @
dministrator.

The mass of the workers, howcver, failed to rcspond
to the coll to armed insurrcction issucd by the CPG, and
on March 2Lth, the Cocntral Burcau.of the Party changed its
policy to call for a gencral strike in protest against the L
oVonts in Mansfold. This was 100% cffcetive 1n the Mansfeld
district, but not on a nation-wide scale.

On April lst., after the armed uprising had becen
brutally crushed with many casualtics, the Ccntral Burcau
cancelled the call for a general strikoe. A whitc tecrror-
followed in Saxony, in which morc than 6,000 workecrs wero
thrown into prison,

S @

The "March action", as it camo to be called, was -
followed by a scrious dcclinc in the support for and mcmbership
of the CPG: membcrship declined within thrcoe months from some o
350,000 to 180,000,

'(Bépicht {ibor den III (8) Partcitag der VKPD; Berling
19235 p. 63).

The first CI statcment on the March action, issued by ®
the Little Bureau of the ECCI on April 6th., defended the
action and attributed its decfcat solcly to the trcachery of
Thc social-dcmocratic lcaders:

g theT first timo since the January and March

days of 1919 the revolutionary proletarians of Germany &

have cntered into battle against the capitalist

government . . o in an attempt to bring to an end the

rule of the German cxploiters. . . «

The proletariat suffered defeat thanks to the

“Ariconssionabloc troachery of the Gorman Socialist Party.

— . . Furthor, thanks to the -open going- over of the : S

Indcpendent Socialist Party of Germany to the camp of the

counter-revolution, tho prolctariat could not ¢ stablish

a unitod front agoainst the united bourgeoisiee « « o

The Commnist Intornational says to you: You acted

rightlyl"

(EGCI Statoment on the March Action in Gormany, in: ®

Je Degras (Edo): ibid.; Pe 217, 218).

. reeme isisietes e
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' Tho Central Burcau'!s "Thescs on the March Action',
prcscented to the mecting of thce Ccentral Council of the Communist
. Party of Goermany on April 7/8th., 1921, worc basod on .thoc
"ECCI's initial uncritical asscssment of the March action,
and woerce adoptod by the, Council by 26 votes.to 1, aftehr a
resolution moved by Clara Zetkin condemning the Central Burcau's
policy in connecction with the March action had been lost by
L3 votes to 6, with 3 abstentions,

At a full mecting of the ECCI on April 29thsy however,
Lenin strongly criticiscd the conduct of the March Action,
and its assessment was rcferrcd to the Third World Congress
of the CI -- schecduled for Junc/July:

"In regard to the tactical differences arising in
connection with' the March-‘action, the ECCI thinks it
nccessary, becausc of the: great international importance
of the question, to submit the question to the Third
Congress of the Communist Integrnational and asks the
German comrades to sce that all the motorlal shall be
made aveilabloc to the Third World Congrcss', -

(ECCI Statement on the Expu151on of Paul Lev1, ins
Je Dogras (Ed,): ibide.;:p. 219). v % e

At the Third World Congross of ‘the .CI in.Juney/July 1921,
Lenin spoke in opposition to the "thoory of the gencral
revolutionary offonsive'., which. was st1ll being defended by
Tlcftist” dologatess ...... 3w M W

"Terracini advocated the theory of offcnsivc strugglc.
e « « Offcnsive action ought to be taken against the views
advocated by Terragcini and thesc throc declcgationse. If
the Congross docs not launch a determined offcensive against
such mistakes, against such 'Left! absurditics, the whole
movement will be doomed., This is my profound conviction.
Havoe we in our theseos dcecveloped the rovolutionary
offensive theory in general? Has Radek or anybody clse
among us committed such folly? Wo specak about the
offensive theory in rclation to a very doflnlte country
and to a very definite poriod". -
- (V,I, Lenin: "In Support of tho Tactlcs of tho Communist
: Internatlonql" in: "Selccted Works"y Volumc 10; London;
1946; p. 283, 279, 283),

: In.October 1921, Grigori Zinovicv, Chalrman of the Communist
International, summed up thc attitudec taken by the Third World
Congress of the.CI to the "thcory of the general rcvolutionary
offonsive", and gove a warning to thc group within the CPG,
hcaded by Arkadi Meoslow, which 'still: adherecd to the theory:

"The Congress rcfuscd to accept the crroncous
theory stating 'that we have oslrcady centered into a period
of -permancnt attacks., It c¢ould not accept the ideca of an
obvious minority being able at any time,; and cspececially
-—at .such a timo as we aro. at prescnt cxpericncing, to do
s mmqway'u;th the passivity of the masses by driving it to a

Bt bold revolutionary sEroKs;™ to~overcome, all othor difficultics
~and. t2 win.in an armcd confllct. R e R O

g o e e e e
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itself, Lenin said:

In as much as therc may be in Gormany (Comrade
Maslow's group) . . . individual comradecs and groups
of comrades. who choose to crcet thecir mistake into a
thaory,. ....e'e-.ond..pecrsist..in their !'lecft wing policy!

iwso—vimep-tho Comintern-will have to strike the most
dé¢ecisive blows", - T _ 3

«(&.Zinovicv: "On tho Tasks of the Communist Internationall,
in: "Communist International", No, 18; October 8th.,

192%; p. 161, 162). e fo wim o
Specaking at the Third World Congross on the March action

m;-_m¢PTﬁe@MQrchnactiénﬂwasug;biguswep forward in- spite
.- Of _the.mistakes._committed.by-its-loadorss « « « When -

gave

wa jor mistake made was to attcompt -to initiate-an offensive struggle

hundreds of thiuszunds fight against the dospicable-acts
of provocation of the social-traitors and the bourgeoisie,
it is a rcal step forward. . . .

But from this we must lcarn a lesson, Did we
preparc for the offcnsive? (Radck: We did not even prcparc
for defence). Ycs, thore was talk about an offensive only
in nowspaper articles. It was wrong to apply this theory
(i.c., tho theory of the revolutionary offensive -- Ed,)
to the action in Germany in March 1921; we must odmit this".
(V.I. Lenin: ibid.; p. 28l) .

The "Thoscs on Tactics" adopted by tho Third World Congross
a fuller analysis of tho March-action, declaring that the

whecn

the circumstanccs only pcrmittcd a dcfensive-struggle to be

waged with any prospcct of succcss:

'"The March action was a strugglc forced on the CPG
by the Government's attack on the prolctariat .of contral

GCPmC‘nyo e o o

of ‘th

The, CPG made a numbor of mistakes, .of which the most
important was that it did not clcarly cmphasisc the
defonsive character of the struggle, but by the call to an
offensive gave the unscrupulous cnemics of the proletariat,
the bourgeoisie, the SPG and ISPG, thc opportunity to
denounce the CPG to the proletariat as a plotter of

putschos. This mistake was aggravated by a number of

Party comrades who rcprescnted this offonsive as the
primary method of struggle for the CPG in the present
situation. ,» < '". ' o .

The Congress is of the opinion that the CPG will
in the futurc be in a pnsitidn to carry through its mass
actions morc succossfully.tho bettor it adapts its fighting
slogans to the real situation, rthe--more thoroughly it
studies the situation, and the groater the extent of the
agreement. -to.-carry the -action-through'.
(Theses on Tacties, 3rd, World Congress CJ, in: J. Degras—
(Ed.) : ibid.; p. 252). L

In a manifesto issued on July 17th., 1921, at the conclusion
e Third World Congress, the Exccutive Committce of the

Communist Intcrnational drow as conclusions from tho Maroh action

in Germany, not only that thce "theory of the general revolutionary

offonsive"” must be rcpudinted, but that thc Party, as tho
. Yanguard of thc working class, must strivc nover to0 allow itsclf

to be

drawn into armcd strugglc in isolation from the working

class

» _boforec the masscs 9f thc working class havo boon won to

the P

arty by ccascless activity on dally partial qucstions:

Bill Bland Internet Archive
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. "The March events in Germany showed the great danger
* that the front ranks of the working class, the Communist
vanguard of the proletariat, may be forced by the enemy
into-battle before, the great proletarian masses have
begun to move.” , . .~.It is the duty of the Communist ‘-
Interﬁafiqnal,toAsay‘clearly and openly to the workers of
-all countries: even if the vanguard is not able to avoid
struggles, and although these struggles are capable of
accelerating the mobilisation of the entire working class,
the ‘vanguard must never forget that it should not let
itself be‘foéréed into decisive struggles alone and isolated,
that if forced isolated .into the struggle the vanguard of
the proletariat must avoid armed encounter with the enemy,
for it is the mass weight of the proletariat which is the
sourcé of its*victory over. ‘the armed white guards. . .
The March struggles taught another lesson which the Communist
International brings tJ thé attention of the proletarians
of all countries. The broadest working masses must be prepared
for the. cominig struggles by unceasing daily agitation on an
ever broadening '‘and more intense scale, and the battle must
be entered under slogans which are clear and intelligible
to the broadest masses of the proletariat". '
(Manifesto on the Conclusion of the Third Comintern Congress.
in: J. Degras (Ed.): ibid.; p. 284-5). :
» The Seventh Congress of the Communist Party of Germany in
August 1921 endorsed the assessment of the March action made
by the Third World Congress of the Communist International.

The Expulsion of Paul Levi

e
3

On April 12th., 1921, Paul Levi published a pamphlet” entitled
"Our Course: Against Putschisn™, which denounced the-policy of the
Communist Party of Germany in the March action as "putschism" and
described the action itself as ; s ® g

"

"o o o War by the Communist Party against the working

class". B :
(P. Levi: "Unser Weg: Wider den Putschismus", citéd in:

"~ J. Degras (Ed.): ibid.; p. 218). - : '

On April 15th. Levi was expelled from the Communist Party of
Germany for a serious violation of Party discipline. His expulsion
was ratified by the ECCI on April 29th., 1921 abd by the Third
World Congress of the CI in June/July 1921.. ... .. -~ ... -

At its meeting from May 3rd. to S5th., 1921, the Central Council
of the CPG adopted a motion 'of censure on Otto Brass, Ernst.Daumig,
Paul Eckert, Curt Geyer, Adolph Hoffmann, Heinrich Malzahn, Paul
Neumann and Clara Zetkin for continuing to expreéss solidarity with
Paul Levi after his expulsion. Curt Geyer, Max Sievers and Paul
Wegmann were removed from the Central Bureau and replaced by Hugo
Eberlein, Emil HOllein and Jacob Walcher.

. At the Third World Congress of the Communist International
in June/July 1921, Lenin made .an error in defending Paul Levi to
a certain extent. He explained later that this error was due to the

-
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fact of Levil's carly assoeciation with the: Communist movement,
to the: fact that Lovi'!s criticism of the policy of the CPG
in relation to the March action as "leftist"was'basically
corrcet, and to the fact that it-was then nccessary to be

"on the right" to the extont of rcsisting tho "loftists" who ®
bascd -themsolves on tho "theory of the general rcvolutionary
offensive”s: v 3 :

.+ "I must.confoss to-a mistake I made at the Third
Congress. of the Communist International . . .. 2s a rcsult
. of oxcessive. caution, At that congress I was on the ®
cxtrome Right flank, I am convincod that this was the
_--only ceorrcct .position, for a very large (and 'influcntiall)
. group .of : dologates hcaded by many German, Hungorian and
Italian ecomrades, osccupicd an immoderatecly !'Left! and -
incorrcetly !'Loft! position., . , » Out of caution and a
desire: to prevent this undoubtedly wrong deviation towards 2
Leftism from giving a. falsce dircetion to the wholc of the
tactics of the Communist International, I did all I
could §o0 defond ILocvi.and cxpresscd the assumption that
perhaps hc had lost his hecad. o o & »
I was proved to have becn wrong about Levi, beccausc ;
he managed to prove that he had stepped on to. the ®
Mcnshevik path « . . permancently”.
(V.I. Loenin: "Notoes of a Publicist", in "Sclceted Works",
Volume 10; London; 1946; p. 310, 311) ., :

; "T must oxplain to the German comrades why I defended

Poul Levi for so 1long at the Third Congress. Firstly, ®

e o« o in 1915 or 1916 . . . Icvi was alrcady a Bolshevik,'

. « « Incomparably morc important was the sccond reason,

viz., in csscnce much of Levits criticism of the March

uprising in Germany in 1921 was right (not, of coursc, when
“he said that the uprising was a Tputsch'; that asscrtion

was @bsurd)e o o e ' et

I defended and had to defend Levi, in s> far as I

saw beforc mc opponents of his who merely shouted aboutb

tMenshevism! and. !'Centrism! and who refuscd to sce the

mistakes committed during the March uprising and the

necessity of cxplaining and rcetifying thom",

(VoI. Lenin: "A Lottocr to the German Communists", in: ®

ibido; p.293’ 29)4-)0 PO . =

The Formation of the Wirth Government

At a confercnce in Lordon from April 29th, to May 5Sth., ®
1921, reprcsontatives of the Allied Powers fixed the total - Y
sum of reparations to be demanded from Germany at 132 thousand
million gold marks, to_bec accompanied by a duty on Germon
cXports of 26%. On May 5th, the fllicd Powcrs prescnted -the
Gorman governmont with a six-day ultimatum to accept theso
terms, ' . R U ®

The Fchrenbach government resigned in face of these
demands, and was roplaccd on May 10th, by a new government
bascd on the "Weimar Coolition" (i.c., drawing Ministors from
tho Sociagl-Democratic Party, the Centre and the German Democratic
Porty), with Joscph Wirth (Centrc) as Chanccllor, ®

The now government rcprescnted a now dominant section
of the German monopoly capitalists which felt bound t o accept
the fact that Germany's wcakncss made it noccssary to accept,
for the timc being, the harsh pcrece terms imposcd by the
Allicd powors. Thc now government, theroiorc, adopted a "policy ®
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e ol (En £ Tunpspolitik) of tho Alliod demands.

The. .German~-imporialists hoped. b} this policy to win the
co-operation-of-the Allicd imporialists'iﬁ‘thﬁfrdébnstruction

of the. Gorman cconomy, whilec sccking at the samc timec a
ropprochcment with Sovic t Russio in ordor to increasc their
bargaining strengbh vis-a-vis the Allicd poWcersS.

Internally, tho new government -- and its succcssor,

" headed by Wilhelm Cuno -- adopted the policy of moeting its

cxponditure primarily by the printing of ncw currcney..

This produccd a massive inflation which crcated huge super-
profits for the monopoly copitalists at the oexpoensc of the
groatost impovorishment >f the working class and petty
bourgeoisic (a policy which came to be associated particularly
with the name of financo capitalist Hugo Stinnes) .

The main factor in tho Gorman inflation of 1921-23
was the very large issuc of cmergency currcncy (Notfold),
first introduced in rclatively small quantitics during the
First World War and issucd by local authoritics and larger
firms. The issuc of this emergeney curroncy developed most
ropidly in 1923: at the ond of 1922 therc wero 20 thousand
million marks of cmergcncy currcncy jn circulation against
1,280 thousond million marks of Bank of the Realm currcncy;
by Novcember 1923 therc werc some 500 million million million
marks of cach currcncy in circulation.

-A8-a fcéﬁit of this'ihfidtion, the forcign.cxchange.--
rato of the-mark fell catastrophically, -especially. in 1923:

' Marks to the US dollar

1919: 8.9

April 1923: 23 thousand
June 1923: 109 thouscnd
October 18th., 1923: * )i thousand million
October 22nd., 1923: 46 thousand million
October 23rd., 1923: ' 75 thousand million

This was of grect benefit to German monopoly capital
in the cxport markets, cnabling them ©o scll their goods
abroad at relativcly cheap prices, in spite of the high
cxport duty, and invest a large part of the procccds abroad
in more stable currcncics.

On October 26th., 1921, thc GDP Ministers withdrcw from
the government and were rcplaced, with Wirth romaining
thanoollor, by non-party Toxpcrts'. ' :

The Third World Congross of the CT

. Tho” Third World Congrcss of the Communist Intornational
was held in Moscow from Junc 22nde., t9o July 12th., 1921, attonded
by 291 voting delegates from 57 countrics. 5 non-voting
dclegates attended from the " ftist!. Commnist Workers! Party
of Germanye. : s .




Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive

www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org
Uploaded 2021

50,

. The "Thesos on the World Situation and the Tasks of the
comintern" adopted by the congress declarcd that thc immcdiato
Sst-war.rovolubionary situation in Europe had comc t0 an cnd
. _ond a_poriod hod bepun in which capitalism had boeome more
TR ble and in which tho position of the caopitallst classes

. Vis-a-vis -the.working classcs had bceome strongbtheneds----- -

-~

e e ies b

"Tho first period ofiEHE“ﬁdéf:Wﬁr*rcvolutiehapyk
- movement, distinguished by the 'spontcncous charceter . of
*  its assault, by the marked imprecision of its aims and
. mcthods, and by thc cxtremo panic which it arouscd among
" the-ruling classcs, .Secms in cssentials to be over. The
self-confidonce of the bourgeoisic as a class, and. the
outward stability of their statc organs, have undeniably
.__beon strengthencad". : . e
(Theses on the World Situation and the Tasks of the:
Comintern, 3rd., World Congress CI, in: J, Dogras (Bd,) s
"The Communist Intornational: 1919-1943: Documents",
Volume 1; Londons 1956; p. 230).

. This aid not meon thot world capitalism had entered a
period of stable cquilibrium: ' ;

yhothor wo cxamine production, trade, or’credit,
and not only in Europc but on all world markcts, we
find no rcason to affirm that any stable cquilibrium
is being rostorcad",. : .
(Ib%de; Po 232)

but -it meant that the-wdorld socialist rcovolutionary movecment
“had slackencd and had ontcred a prcdominantly dcfcnsive
phasc in proparation for the ncxt offensive  phascs- -

M. e s ————— e

; "Tt cannot be denicd that the opon revolutionary
strugglo of tho prolctariat for powcr is at thec prescnt
moment slackening and slowing down in many countricse. o
.« « If the prolctarian attack is ndt crowned with success,
the bourgeoisic pass at the first chance to the counter-
ﬂtt&ck. . o o ". o s

The chiof task of the Communist Party in the prescnt
crisis is to dircet the defonsive struggles of tho
prolctariat, to broaden and dcopen them, to link them
together' and, in harmony with, the march of events,. to
transform them into dccisive political strugglos for the
final goal". ; ;
(Ibid.; p. 238).

.On the basis of this acnalysis, the fundamontal slogan
adopted by. the. congress _was: ' : ' ¢

"To thc Masscsl" ’ : 5 -
(Monifosto of ECCI on the Conclusion of the Third
Comintorn Congress, in: J. Dogras (Eds)+ ibide; p. 283).

Tho most important documcnt adoptod by the congress was the
"Thosos on Tactics', -drafted by the Russian delegation in
collaboration with the German dolegation. Thoso thoscs
deelarcd that the most important task of tho Communists was to
win thc support of thc majority of thc working class:
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. "The most’important qucstion before the Communists
Intornational today is:-to win prcdominating influcnce
over the majority-of the- working class and to bring its
decisive stragta into the struggle".

(Theses on Tacties, 3rd. World Congress CI, in: J. Dogras
(Ed ) lbldo, Pe 2’-’-3) .

: This task could only be accompllshod by the Communist

Partics taking thc loasding rolc in the day-to-day strugglcs of tho
workers around partial demands (1.C., arodund dcmands falling

short of thqt of the abolltlon of cqpltallst society);

"Evon the smallost Communlst Parties should not
rostrict themsclves to merc propaganda and agitation.
They must form the spearhcad of all proletarian mass
organisations, showing the backward vaililating masscs,
by puttlng forward practical proposals for strugglc, by
urging on the struggle for the daily nceds of tho

.- . prolotariat, how tho struggle should be waged, .and thus
. ....0Xposing to the masscs the trcacherous character of
all non-Commnist parties. o ;”"“'“”*—~~-—~--ﬂ-—~~m
Thesc partial demands, anchored in“the-needs-of. thc
- broadest masses, must be put forward by the Commuinist
_ Partics in-a way which not only lcads the masscs ©0
T sl strugglo, but by its vory noture also organises them. + « «
. “*. t It is not a -question of proclaiming the final goal
© b0 the prolctquat, but of. 1ntons1fy1ng the practical
struggle which is the only way of leading thé prolctarlat
to tho struggle for the final goal".

(Ibide; p. 248, 249, 250)

“.;M:WHWLThQHmDst*important ficld of such partial action is that
of the tradoe unions:

"Strengthening the Party's contact w1th thc masses
means, above all, closor links with the tradc unions,
In this ficld the task of the Party . . . means that
the truly revolutionary clcments inside the unions, brought
tOgothor and dirccted by the Communist Party, themsclves
give union work a dircction in conformity with the gencral
1ntcrcsts of thoe prolctquat in its fight to capturc
power"
(Ibldo, Pe 2)4.6)

Spceial attention mist also be paid, in cxisting
circumstances, to work among the uncmploycd:

7 T MComminists mist .roaliso that in prosont circumstances
- .. . the army of the uncmploycd is a revolutionary factor
220 ... of immonso 31gn1flcqnco, ‘and thc¢y must -assumeo tho .
loadorshlp of this army". e
(Ibida.; pe 250) .

Tho Communisfs; hcélarcd the thesos, must initiate workers'
defence dctachments to rcsist the vivlence organiscd by the
copitalist class:
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"In the prolctarion struggle against the capitalist
offensive, it ig-thc duty of Communists not only to occupy
the front rank and to -instil an understanding of the basic
revolutionary tasks, but to create their own workcrs!
dotachmonts and dofence organisatidns, relying’ on the best

and most gctive cloments in the factorics and trade unions",

i ATbide; De 253). : :
‘ Individual torrorism is, howovor;~harmful to-tho Working
class:: ue i
- NIndividual acts of. terrorism . . . arc in no way
. fitted to strengthen prolctarian disciplinc and militancy,
_ for they arouse among the masscs the illusion that
individual acts of torrorism can taks the placc of the
revolutionary struggle of ths:proletariat“.
(Ibides P 25h)§~ o FTERR .

The Communist Partios must also give constant attention
to winning over to the side of the working class the pooroer
strata of the urban and rural pctty bour gooisic amdthe midlle
strata gcnerally:. . : ;

o w  Nhp conditians of 1ifcpof.parts of the pé&santry,
large parts of ‘the urban petty-bourgeoisic, and the
‘brond strata of the so-called new middle class, whitc-

collar workers, etc., aro becoming more .and more intolerable.

. . . Tho Communist Party must give constant attontion
to thesec strata'. ' YN
(Ibide; Pe 254) .

- Finally, the thescs cmphasised that d'kéy~fdcﬁaf in the
development of working class struggle was intcrnational working
class solidarity: - . ‘

. - - "The Communist Intornational imposcs on all Commnist
Partics tho ;duty of rondering one another the most
vigorous support in tho struggle . Whencver possible,
the prolctariat of other countries should immediately
interveno when cconomic struggles arc devclopmant in one
country. Communists must try to get the trade unions
to prcvent tho despatch of striko-breakdrs, ‘and also to
prevent cxports to countrios where large scctions of the
proletariat  arc engaged in struggle". :

(Ibides Ps 255)7% '

The congress dealt with tho tradec union question more
fully in its "Thcses on the Communist - Intornational and the Red
Intcrnational of Labour Unions", which strcsscd the necessity
of winning thc tradc unions to support the Communist Partics by
working within them and furming Communist cclls within them:

UThe trade unions must support the proletarian
vonguard, the Communist Party. « « & To achicve this -
aim Communists and elements sympathotic to the Comrmunists
must organise their Communist cclls within the trade
unions; thcse cclls are subordinate in all rcspects to the
Communist Party as a whole. , . . COmmunists must explain
to tho proletarians that salvation is to be found not in
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loaving the 0ld trade unions and remaining unorganised, but

in rcvolutionising- thec trade unions, ridding them »of the

spirit of reformism and of the treacherous rc formist

leaders, and so transforming the unions into rcal meinstays

of tho recvolutionary proletariat".

(Thescs on the Communist Intcrnatiosnal and the Rcd International
of Labowr Unions, 3rd. World Congress CI, in: J. Degres

(Ed.) : ibid.; p. 277) s _

{.

The thescs emphasiscd the key 1mportf1nce to the working
class of d:chct actmn-

s ——— o —— -

TALY achlevcmonts of tho workers -gre -in-dircet-— ——

. proportion to dircct action and to the exercisc of
revolutionary pressurc by the masses, Direct action
covers all forms of the cxercise of direct pressure by--the
workers on the cmployers—and the state, including boycotts,
strikes, strcet actions, domonstrations, occupation of
factories, forcible resistance .to the dospatch of goods
from factories, armed insurrcction and other rcvolutionary
actions calculatcd to.unitec the working class for the
fight for socialism., It is therofore the task of tho
revoluuonary trade unions to make dircct action into
an ins trument for training and preparing the working masscs
for the struggle for the social rcvolution and the
proletarian cdictatorship", “

(Ibid.; pe 279). -

"Every effort.should be made to unite the workers within
- the samc enterprise into a singlc trade uniong

"he fact thnt workers in a single undcrtakirig arec
. divided among several unions weakens thom in their struggle.,
e ¢« « The amalgamation of rolated unions 1nt:> a single
union must be effocted", .
(Ibld., Pe 279) .

and to organlse f"ctorv committeces ombra01ng all .the workors in
an enterprisc:

"Factory committcos rust be elected by all thc workers
in the undertaking 1rrcspcct1ve of their political
alleglance. e« « « The revolutionary scction of the workers
must exercisc their influcnce on the general mceting and
on the factory comm:.ttoc it elects through the ir coll"
(Ibid.; p. 279) . :

' w:Lth regard to tho 31tuct19n in Germamy, thc "Thcses on
Tactics" critically analyscd the March action (as has becn said)
and cmphasiscd that the main task of the CPG was to win the
support of thc majority of the working class by fighting
consistently for their day-to-day intcrcstse

"ho . « o Communist Party of GOrmany e o o although
it is alrcady a mass party, has the great task of incrcasing
and consolidating its influence on thce broad masses, of
winning the prolctarian manss organisations and the trado
unions, of destroying the influcncc of tho Social-Domocratic
Party and trade union burcaucracy, and of becoming the lcader
of the mass movement in the coming struggles of the
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prolctariat. This, its main task, mcans that all the work
of agitation and .organisation must be dirocted to winning
_the sympathy of the majority of tho ‘working class, without
which, in vicw of the strongth of German capital, no
victory for Commnism in-Germeny.is possiblec, Neithcer in
the extont nor in tho content of its agitation has the
" Party-up to.now bcen oqual to this task, Nor dia it
consistently pursue tho policy. indicated. in the - 'Open
_Letter! of putting forward the practical intcrcsts of the
“prolotariat inopposition to the trocacherous policy
of the social-domocratic partics and trade union burcaucracy".
(Theses on Tactics, 3rd. World Congrcss CI, in: Je. Degras
(Ed.): ibid.; v 2H7) e % % e

, Tho congross olso adopted a "Resolution on the Situation in
the German Communist Party", which noted with satisfaction that
- -The congrcss resolutions, including the critical analysis of
the March action,- had becn adopted.unanimously; it called for
toleration on the part of the Party  le adership towards the

“Wformor opposition" and for an cnd to_factional activity on the
-part of the latter: - 7 MR

-+ "Mho Third World Congress nodtes with satisfaction
that all the -most important msolutions, amd particularly
the scction of tho ‘rosolution on tactics dealing with the
hotly-debated March action, werc passed unanimously, and
that the roprcsontatives of the German opposition the msclves,
in tho resolutions they put forward on the March action,
adopted by and ldrge tho sam position as tho Congress,
In this tho.Congross sceg: proof thd united and concentrated
work within the- CPG on thc basis of the decisions of tho
. 7% Third Congress’ is not only desirable but practicables Tho
« 4" Oongress considers any furthor disintegration of forces
.+ within the CPG, any factionalism -- not to spcak.of a split
- --'as tho groatcst danger for the entire movoment. o
The @ongross cxpccts the Central Burcau and the
s ma jority in the CPG to deal tolerantly with tho former
-t opposition, and oxpocts the opposition to carry out loyally
tho decisions of the Third CongrcsS. « « » The - ;
Congress demands of the former opposition the -immediate
dissolution of any factional organisations, : « .
immediate ‘cessation of ‘any political collaboration -rith
pcrsons expe lled from the Party. and the Communist
International". : ' b
(Resolution on the Situation in “the Goerman Communist Party,
3rd, World Congress CI, in: J. Dogras (Ed.): ibid;

p. 240-41) . B

The congress prescnted an ultimatum to the "loftist"
Communist Workors! Party of Germany thot it should immedia tely
Toko. stops to morge with the Communist Party of Gormmy and submit
to the discipline.of the Communist-Intornatidsnal, ar be oxpelled
i e o LAVLEI Sy R R

"Tho ‘admission 5f tho CWPG t> the CI as .a sympath-
ising party was intconded to test whethor tho CWPG would
develop in tho dircction of the €I, The waiting period

" has beon long cnoupghe. Now the CWPG must be asked for its
hitherto delayed adhcrcnce to the CPG; otherwise it will
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be cxpelled as a sympathising party from the CI".
(Resolution on the. Repart of the Executive Committee,
3rd. World Congress CI, in: J, Degras (Ed.): ibid.;
p. 228-29). '

An oxtradrdinary congross of ‘the Communist Workers!
Party of Germany held in Berlin from Scptcmber 1llth. to 13the.,
1921, rcsolved that the party should lcave tho Communist
Intornational, which it described as "a tool of the internationall
bourgcoisic". A number of its members lcft and joine d the CPG.

In a lottor to the mombers of tho Communi st Party of

-3 5 : T e

"Gormahy in August 1921, Lenin commont cd: . e

"yntil sufficicntly strong, cxpcricnccd ond
influential Communist Partics have becn built, at lecast
in the principal countrics, we shall have to tolerate
somi-anarchist clements at our intornational congresscs, and
to a certain oxtent it is cven useful to do so, It
is uscful in so' far as ti clements serve as a 'bad
oxamplc ! far inexperienccd Communists, and also in sO
far as they theomselves arc still capable of learning
somecthing. « . " 5 ' v
If now they (i.c., the CWPG -- Ed.) have voluntarily’

resigned from the Communist International, all the better,
Firstly, thcy hove saved us the trouble of expelling them.
Sceondly, it has now been most strikingly demonstratcd and
proved with precisc facts to all the vacillating workers,
to all those who were incl ined towards, anarchism because
of their hatred for the opportunism of the 01ld Social-
Demee racy, -that the. Communist International was patient,
that it aid not immediately md unconditionally expel tho
anarchists, that it listcned to them attentively and helped
them to learn". T N ;

" (V.I. Lenin: "A Lottor to the Gorman Communists', .in:

- "gelected Works", Volume 103 London; 1946; p. 291).

- -——

The congress also adoptod "Thescs on the  Structurc of Communist
Portics and on thé -Mcthods and Contcnt of théir” Work™ -and a
TRcsolution on the Orpoanisation of tho Exccutive Committec of
the Communist Intcrnagtional”,

The new delecgatod Exccutive Committee of the Communist
International of 29 members clected aftur the congress a Burcau
(renamed the Prosidium in August 1921), as follows: Grigoril
Zinovicv (Sovict Russia) (Chairman); Nikolai Bukharin (Soviet
Russia) ; Egidis Gennari (Italy); Fritz Hockert (Germany);

Julcs Humbort-Droz (Switzerland); Karl Radek (Soviet Russia);
Bela Kun (Hungary) ; and Boris Souvarine (France). Stalin
‘ . was ndt c¢lccted cven to> the ECCI.

In Decermbor 1921, .the post of General Scerotary of the
ECCI was introduced, *t> which Otto Kuusincn (Finland) was
elected. A

Tho Foundation of the Red Intornational of Labour Unions

From July 3rd. fo‘l7fﬁ., 1921, the First Congrcss of the
Red Internatioml- of Labour Unions (RILU)-- the Profintern --
Wwas held in Moscow, attonded by 336 voting delegates from Ll
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countrios, 1nc1ud1ng 50 from Gormany.

It was clqlmod that tho dclcgotcs rcprcsentcd oltogethcr
17 million trado unlonnxs.

("Kommunistlchﬁskil Intcrnat513nalc 'Nﬁ.“l&}'Octobcr 8th.,
1921- eols L‘_SO ) , $ 256 S ST

ot v b b 21t 1t i o e S—

It united 1ntcrnat13nally trade union fedcrations and

" tpade unions under revolutionary lcadership (kriown as - "Red

Federations".and "Red Trade Unlons), and groups of rcvolutionary
trade unionists within rciormist unlons (known a8 "Revolutionary
Trade Union Oppositions").

. The.dqclaréd aim of tho rew intornational organisation was:

: "M, .- to opposc to the cquivocal bourgedis
programmec of the Amstcrdam Intcrnqtlanal ¢« ¢« o & clocar
revolutionary platform of action".
_ (Resolution, Statuten, Menifeoste and Aufrufe der Ersten
.Intcrnatlonqlon Kongresscs dor Roten Fach - und Industric-
Vorbsande; Bromen; 1921; p, 64-65).

-'}1“;7'A resolutlon -adopted by the Congress provided for

= A th:closost p0331blo 11nk with the Third
International®
(Ibldo, Pe 17 18)

Thc Cangross elected an Exccutive Council and an Exccautive

; Burcau, with Salomon Lozcvski (Sovict Russia) qs General Sccrectary.

The FJundatlon of International Workcers?! Relief

. On August 12th., 1921, thLPC was sct up in . Bérlin the
Forcign Comnittec for the Organisation of Workcrs'! Relief for
the Starving in Russia -- latcr rcnomed Intornational Workers!

~Reliof (TWR) .~ Its first Chairmon was Clara Zctkin (Germany),

its first-Scerotary Wilhclm-Minzenborg (Germany), and-its--

~Committoc-included-Albcrt-Einstein;-Martin-Andersen: Nexo, -

George Bernard Shaw, Anatole Franco and Henri- Bﬂrbusse.-f~m

It launchcd a campaign for fﬂmlno rclicef in Russ1a,

"‘*ﬁatlonal bodios belng sct up 1n many countrles.

Mnder tho prossuro of the masscs tho Amstordam”
Intornational of Trade Unions . joincd the campaigne. o « o
ot ‘By the summer of. 1923 . tho Relicf Committee had
¢7lloctod and sont to Russia food supplics, commoditics and
monetary donations to "the sum of over five million dollars.
~ Abouft 2 million dllars wns collccted by tho Amstordam
. Intornntionsl. of Trade Unions",
" ("Outlinc History of the Communist Inturnnt13n31"° Moscow,
1971; p. 142).

Lenints MLettor-to - the German Communists!

- On fugust-1lth., 1921, sn the ove of the Sevonth Congress

' of the Commnist Party of Germany; Ivnin wrote a lo tter addressed

"to tho German Communists"
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Most of its contcnts -- the analysis of the March actlon,
--of-tho Third. Congross of the CI, of the ‘rolc of Poul Levi and
of tho "loftist" Communist Workers!':Party of Gormany -- have
been de¢alt with- in carlicr scctions,

The lotter also praposod, howcvcr, that Arkadi Maslow
and othor loading "loftists™ in tho CPG should be scent t5 Moscow
f@x a timc for political rc-cducation:

"Maslow . . . is playing at chtlsm « o ¢ Maslow
- =-displayod-his unwisoe (to put’ it mildly)..conduc t- herc in
-~ Moscow, It would be a good thing if the German-Party scont
‘Maslow, md two or thrce of. his over-zcaldous supporters
. and comrades-in-arms .who obviously do not wish to obscrve
the 'peace troaty!, to Sovict Russia for a year or two,
weme- s e=PWo-would find useful work for them, UWe would.mle men of
them, And the, international mmd German movement would gain
a great deal by it".
(V.I. Lonin: "A Lotter to thoe German Commnists'. ins--
"Selocted Works", Volums 10; Lond3n~ 1646; p. 296). )

% Tho -Seventh Congrcss of the CPG

~Tho Scventh Congress of the Communist Party of Germany
was held ot Jond from August 22nd,-to 26th., 1921, attonicd by
27l dologatss roprosonting 180,000 membors.

The congress. crdlorscd the decis ions of the Third world
Congrcss 'of the CI, but todk no qcthn_an_tha_qucatlan—ef the
rcorgonlsatlon of"%hc pqrty Dn.tho_hgsls Bf factory cclls,

PN
e - SRS, ¥

It approved o "Manlfcsto of tho Congress £ tho WOrklng
Pcoplc of Town and Cohuntry', cdntaining.c list.of:.partial-dcmands
around which action should bo initiated 1n accordance with the
"Thcses on .Tactics" adopted by -the Third World Congress. It
- alsd approved "Guiding Principlcs for “the Organisation of -,

“-gommni &t Work In the Trodo Unions ", and,.dropping-tho word.
"United"y ndoptcd oW name 1or. tho party, homclye..tho  Communist
-Party- of GEPmany " (Scctlan of tho Communist. Intcrnational)--
(Kommmistische Partol Doutschilands (Scktion dcr Kommnis tischen
Intcrnationale)). :

The congrcss clected a Contral Burcau, as follows: Paul

B5ttcher, Bertha Braunthal, Hugo Ebcrlcin, Ernst Friesland,

Fritz Heckert, Edwin Hoernle, Ernst Meyer, Wilhclm Pieck,

Hermann Remmelc, Fclix Schmidt, August Thallicimcr, Jacob

Waloher, Rosi Wolfstcin and Clara Zétkin. _The new Central

Burcau in turn set up-a Political Burcau (P>litburo) - (Politisches
Bliro) (Politbiiro) and an Orgmanisation Burcau (Orgburo) (Organisat-
orisches Biiro) (Orgbiir»?).

(Bericht iiber cdic Vorhandlungen des 2 Part01tags der
Kommunistischen Partei Dcutschlands"; n.p.; .1922)..
(Notc: at this time thce congroessces werc being numbered
from the Unification Congress in 1920) .

The Assassination of Erzberpgor

.. On August.26th., 1921, Matthias Erzbcrger, a lcading member
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~of the Centre and a former Minister of Finance, was murdered at
Griesbach in the Black Forest by a member of the right-wing
terrorist organisation, the Noonsul Organisation" (CO) &
(Organisation Consul) (0C), in protest at the government's

“policy of fulfilment".

On August 29th., on the pretext of taking measures against
such right-wing terrorists, President Ebert issued a "Decree
for the Defence of the Republic under Article L8 of the - L
Constitution, giving the Minister of the interior emergency
powers to prohibit pub lications, prganisations, meetings and
dcmonstrations when Teonsidercd neccssary for the defence of
The Republic". Thesec powers continued (with a brief interval
between September 24th. and 28th.) until abolished by resolution
of Parliament on December 17th., but.were uscd only against
the Communist Party of Germany, whose organ "The Red Flag" was
prohibited from September 1l5th. to 17th,

The Fbundation,pf the Communist Labour Group

On September 26th., 1921, Ernst Daumig and Adolph Hoffmann
(who had resigned from the CentTal Burcau of the CPG in
February) resigned from the Party and, along with Paul ILevi
(expelled from. the Party in April) and Curt Geyer (expelled
in August) forme'd the so-called Communist. Labour Group (CW@)
(Kommunistische Arbeitsgemeinschalt) (KAG). . R °

' In April 1922 the Communist Labour Group joined the
Independent Social-Democratic Party of Germany and, as.part
of the lattecr, became part of tho Social-Domocratic Party of

Germany in September 1922,

‘The BOGL Divecbive on the United Front -

on Deocembor 18th., 1921, united front tactics came formally
into being in a directive of the ECCI "On'the United Front of
the Workers and on .the Attitude to Workcrs belonging to the
-Scoond, Two-and-a-Half, and Ams tordam Intcrnationals, and to ®

thosc-Who“Suppont,Anarcho—syndicalist Organisations".

The directive dcclared that, under the influcnce of the
mounting offensive of capital, a spontancous dosire for working
class unity was dovplpping among the workers:

"Undor the  influence of the mounting capitalist
attack, there has awakencd among the workers a spontancous
striving towards unity which litcrally cannot be restrain-
ed,,andwwhichmgoes"hand,inmhand with-a gradual growth of
confidence.placed'by”tho'brOad‘working masses in the:
Communists”. . s
(ECCI Directive on the United Front of the Workers and on
the Attitude to Workers belonging to the Second, TwoO-and-
a-Half, and Amsterdam Intornationals, and to those Who
Support Anarcho-syndicalist Organisations", in: J. Degras
(Ed.) : ibid.; Ppe 310) % ’

Comrmunist Parties must take -advantage-of this movement by
putting forward.the slogan of "the united front of the workers":
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"Cconfronted by this situation, thc ECCI is of the
opinion that the slogan of the Third World Congress of
tho Communist International 'To the Masses!f and the
intorests of the Communist movcment generally, require the
Communist Parties and the Communist International as a
whole to support the slogan of thec united front of the
workers and to takc thce initiative in this matter".

The unitcd front of the workers mcans thce organiscd united
action of all workers, irrcspecctive of which party they belong
. to or support, against capital:

"The united front of thc workers mcans tho unitod
front of all workers who want to fight against capitalism",
(Ibid.; Pe 316).

Since the rank-and-file workers have an objective interest
in uniting against capital, while the leaders of the social-
democratic parties and reformist -trade unions have cn objective
intercst, in the era of imperialism, in collaborating with
capital, united front tactics must be directed primarily towards
building a unitcd front from below:

"As a counterweight to the diplomatic game of the
Menshevik Xeaders, the Russian Bolshevik leaders put
forward the slogan of 'unity from below!, that is, unity
of the working masses in the practical struggle . . .
against the capitalists. Events showed that this was the
only corrcct answer',

(Ibid.; pe. 314).

The formation of united fronts around partial demands
raiscs the political consciousncss of the workers taking part
and assists in thce buillding of a revolutionary united front:

"Any scrious mass action, even if it procceds
only from partial demands, incvitably brings to the foro-
front more gencral and fundamental questions of the
revolution, The Communist vanguard can only gain if ncw
sections of workers arc convinced by thcir own experience
of the illusory character of rcformism and compromise”.
(Tbide; De-310).

Although thoe leadors of the social-democratic parties and
the reformist trade unions have an objective interest in
collaborating with capital and opposing the united front of the
workers, the pressurc of the rank-and-file forces these lcaders
from time to time hypocritically to declarc thcir support for
such a united front of the workers:

"Profound intcrnal proccsses arc, however, forcing
the diplomats and lcaders of the Second, Two-and-a-Half,
and Amstordam Internationals to push the question
of unity into thc forcground. . . . But . . . the leaders
and diplomats of thcse Intcrnationals advance that slogan
only in a now attempt to dcccive the workers and to enticoe
them by new mcans on to the o0ld road of class collaboration,
. + « This phenomcnon is incvitable bcececause the solidarity
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_of thciﬁbﬁormist tsocialists! with the bourgeoisie of
S “their town! countries is the cornerstone of roformism". ®
"~ (Ibid.; p, 311). B

-in ordor to expose the role of these loaders .0f the social-
democratic partics and of the rcformist trade unions to the working

_ masscs, Commmunist Partics must proposc united fronts around partial
-.demands tO0.these-organisations: - ; e 5 ®

e e ey

"The Communist Internationdl ., . . permits agrecements
between the various scctions of the International
) " ond the partics and unions of the Second and Two-and-a-Half
& Intornationals. « .« . L A
Whenever the offer of a joint struggle is rejected B
by our opponents, the masses must be..informed of this and
-thus lecarn who are the rcal destroyers of the workers'!
=~ united front, Whenever an offor is accepted by .our-
© ppponents, .overy effort nust be made gradually to intensify
" tho struggle and to develop it to its highest power. In
't oither-caso it is essential to ¢apture the attention of the ®
broad working masses, to intercst them in all stages of the
struggle for the revolutionary united front. « o «
) The methods noted above . « . .arc designod to provide
"a prop for Communist agitation in the united mass- actions
of the prolctariat". wa yr e S
* (Ibide; p. 314, 315). e G W s, .
fSuch united front tactics must also bo adopted internationally
by the Communist International:

"The Communiét Tnternational + o o can itsclf obviously ®
'.mnot-pﬁje&b~similar undorstandings at the international
CLlevelMl, - e Seme o FUFSEe o @90 7 T8

(Tbid.; p. 31L).

In all such united front actions, the Communist Parties
must retain their political independence, including the right ®
To criticisc thc leaders of the associlated organisations:

"Phe principal conditions which gre equally
catergorical for Communist Partics in all countries are
« « » the absolutec indecpcndence of cevery Communist Party
which ontors into an agrecmont with the parties of tho °
Sceond and Two-and-a~Half Internctionals, its complcte
froodom to put forward its own views and to crPiticisec
- :.....tho..opponents- of Communism,~ While ‘acceptihg a basis fort.
...action, Communists mst-rctain the uncéonditional right and
tho possibility.df cxpressing their opinion of the policy
of 2ll working-class organisations without exception, not ®
only before and ‘after action has been taken but also, if
necessary, during its coursc, In no circumstences caon
these rights be surrcndercde VWhile supporting the slogan
of the groatest possiblc unity of all workors!' organisations
in overy practical action against the capitalist front,
Commnists may in no circumstanccs dosist from putting .
forward their viecws, which arc the only consistent expression
of the defence of working-class intorcsts as a whole".
(Ibid.; p. 313-14).
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The directive concluded by warning Communist Parties that
there could be a danger of rightist dcviations in the application
of united front tactics unlecss thcesc parties wore unitced around
loaders with ‘a high Marxist-Loninist polltlcal levels .

TEE i "In puttlng forward the prcsont plan, the - ECCI =
derCtS the attention of all brother-parties to the.-.-.-
dangers which it may in certain circumstances entail. Not
all Communist Partics are sufficiently strong and firm,
not all have broken completely with the ccentrist and
scmi-centrist idecology. Some may overstep the mark;
there may be tendencies which would amount in fact to the
dissolution of Communist Partics and groups into the united
but formless bloec, ‘To carry out the new tactics successfully
for the Communist cause, it 1s neccssary’ for the Communist
Parties, who put them into operation to be strong and firmly

- welded together, and for. their leaders to possess great

thecoretical clarity". N AW ¥ 0

Lenin and Stalin strongly supportcd the adoption of united
front tactics by the Communist Intecrnational:

"We adopted the united front tactics in order to
help these masses to fight against capital. . .; and
we shall pursuc these tactics to the end". h
(VoI. Lenin: "We Have Paid Too Much", in: "Sclected Works",
Volume 10; London; 19463 p. 305).

"The question of united front tactics in the world
working-class movement.

The sin of thc opposition herc is’ that it has
abandoncd the Leninist tactics on the question of gradually
winning tho vast masses of the working class to the side of

 cCOMMINiSMe o-a o

Lenin put the united front tactics into operation
precisely for the purposec of helping the vast masses of the
working class in the capitalist countries, vho are infccted
with the projudices of the Social-Democratic policy of
compromisc, to learn from thcir own experienec that the
Communists! policy is corrcct, and to pass to the side of
commnism,

The sin of the opposition is that it utterly
repudiates these tactics",

(J.V, Stalin: Political Report of the Central Committece
to the 15th. Congress of the CPSU, in: "Works", Volume
10; Moscow; 19543 p. 354-5). ‘

The Revisionist Concept of a "Workers'! Government"

On October 9th., 1921, thc Executive Committee of the
Communist International sent to the Central Bureau of the
Communist Party of Germany a circular lctter containing "Thescs
. on the Tax Qugstion" drafted by a commission of the ECCI,
the lecading mcmbers of which werc Fritz Heckert, Wilhelm Piock,
Karl Radek .and Eugen Varga., Onc of the rccommendations mede
uin tho"thoseﬂ was thﬂt,tho CPG should .. weseien o evomas

oL, offer .support to a workers! govcrnmcnt".-«
("Goschichte dcr dcutschen Arbeitorbowcgung: Chronik",

Volume 2; Berling 1966; p. 119).,
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' On Novomber 16th/17th., 1921, the Central Council of the

CPG, following a rcport by Ernst Meyer on "The Political

Situation and the Party". adopted a resolution, by 31 votcs @
to 15, that' thc: Rarty-would--support—a-—"workcrs! government"

(defined as ‘onc composcd of reprcscntatives of the SPG, the

1ISIG ond the trade unions) if this promised to act in tho

intcrecsts of the masscs: -

i "The. CPG declared its rcadiness to support a ®
workcrs! government if, this sebt itself the aim of executing
the demands of the masscss » .. « (By a workcrs! government
was understood one composed oI rcpresontatives. of the

- BPG, the ISPG and the trade unions) ",
+(Ibid.; p. 121). '

The ECCI oxprossed its approval f the CPG's linc in
"Dircctives on the Unitcd Front of tae Workers . . .", issued
on Dccember 18th., 1921:

"Tn Germany the Communist Party at its last
national confcrence . . » declarcd its repdiness to support ®
e e WOPker 8 +-goveornment “which was willing to Take Up with
some Sseriousness the struggle against the power of the
capitalists. The ECCI considcrs this decision completely

right"," 1 4
(ECCI  Dircctives on the United Front of the Workers and on
the \ttitudc to Workers belonging to the Second, Two-and-a ®

'~ Half, and Amsterdam Internationals, and to those who
support Anarcho-sjyndicalist Organisations", in J. Degras
(Ed-): ibide; p0311-312)n ) . P

P L L

Mcanwhilc, with the suppor® of tho-revisionists on the
ECCI (hecadod on this question by Xarl Radck), the rcvisionists ®
in the lcadership of the CPG had dcveloped the "workers!
government" formula further, In a circular letter to all
Party organisations dated December 8th., 1921, the Contral
Burcau declared that the Party was. ready: '

. ", . oven to participate in such a government, if @&
it showed that it would rcpresent the intercsts and neceds

. . of thd working class in stiugglc against the bourgeoisie”
("Geschichte der decutschon Arbeiterbewcgungs Chronik",
Volume 2; Berlin; 1966; p, 121),

In late Docember, Karl Radck -~ writing in the "Communist o
International" under thé pscudonym of "Karl Bremer" -- endorsed
thé-‘need to adapt the CPG to this linc of cntoring a coalition
government with the Social-Domocratic Party as "one of our
most immediate tasks": - .

®

"The working class may procecd further and further
along the lincs of demoeracy; it may in this way gain a
. cma jority in parliament and form .a workers'government. . . .
e Communists . » » must Cight together with the '
*proletariat for a workcrs! government and must teach the
prolotariat the mcans by which to stablilisc this govornment, o
support it in thc strugelc against capital, and strcngthen
it L] L . o .
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Provided the workers'! government plcdges itself 9o

do all that 1s neccssary under the given conditions to

fight capital, the Communist Party must takec part in it. . . &
Our most immcdiate tasks arc to adapt the Party to

the revolutisnary policy we have outllnod above gnd which

is the only policy pDSSlblG e » o3 3 Tight—for -ageneral

...election, to fight in a united fropnt undcr the slogan
of a workcrs! §ovcrnment"

B e

("K.. Bremor": "The Impcnding B“nkruptcy of "the German -
Bourgeoisic and the CPGY, in: "Communist International",
No. 19, Dccomber let,, 1921- p. 349, 350).

- ———

Tt — 4 ——
B .

e S quok wrotc this articlc undor a pscudonym, no doubt,

because: it put forward an ultra-ripght révisiznist-conccpt:-that
the "workers! government'™ should institutc a programme of
bulldlng_stato capitalism, in which workcrs and capitalists would
collaboratc in the mqnagcmcnt of indusgtry .in such a way as to

maximisc production:

"How t> mako .these (i.c., reparations =- Ed.)
payments without throwing a noosc over the neck of the
working class? The only way is. t9-develop Germany's
productive -forecs to the utmost, » . « All this makes it
imperative that control over production be introduced
« « «» by giving thc state a large share in and wide control
of industry. The statc would trustify industry undcr
its control without taking over the management. Production
would be managed by represcntatives of the former private
-industry, of the workcrs' organs ond of the state
coNJ2INtlYe o o o

There is no other way. . .

It is not Communism but stntc capitalism. « « o

— Undcr prcsent-day conditions in Germany, « «

thce road to 'state capitalism! is the road of rovolutlonary
struggle ™, '
("K. Bremor": ibid.; p. 348, 349).

This ultra-right rcvisionist line was ndt tokcn up, it
being regarded as impossible et this time to pcrsuacde Communist
Partics to accept it under the cloak of "creative Marxism-
Loninism". N

Nevertheless, BY DECEMBER 1921 REVISIONISTS IN THE LEADER-
SHIP OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL, IN COLLABORATION WITH
REVISIONISTS 1IN THE LEADERSHIP OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF
GERMANY, HAD SUCCEEDED, ON THE BASIS OF A DISTORTION OF THE
CORRECT PRINCIILE OF UNITED FRONT TALCTICS, IN FOISTING ON-THE
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL THE SOMPLETELY ANTI MARXIbT-LENINIST

— e e e e ———— e e

THE CAPITALIST ST AE IN A SOC SOCIAL IST REVOLUTION TO SEENRE THE
INSTALLATION, THROU THROUGH THE MA( MACHINERY o "PAHLIAMENTARY DEIMOCRACY",
OF 4 ( GOVERNMENT THAT ”OULD REPRLSENT THE CL4SS INTERESTS OF T
WORKING CLASS.

This rov131onlst concept wns cndorscd, under tho lcadership

..of Leon Trotsky and Karl Radck, by the Fourth World Congrcss

of the Communist Intcrnotional in Decccember 1922, 71t was-repudiated’
by thc Fifth World Congrcss in June/July 192, under the
lcadership of Stalin ond was rcimposcd sn the international
communist movement at the Scventh (and last) World Congress
in 1935, undcr thc leadcership o2f Georgl Dimitrov.
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| ' Tho CT-~RILU Manifesto on the United Front

. On January lst., 1922, the Exccutive Committcc of the
Commnist International and of the Red Intcrnctional of Labour
Unions issued a joint '"Manifesto on the Unitcd Front" to the
"prolotarigns of all countries”.

The manifesto called on the workers to unite, irrcspcctive
of political affiliation, for struggle around partial dcmands:

__ "™you do not yct darc to take up the fight for the
now, the stmggle for power, for the dictatcrship, with
_ arms in hahd. . .. . But at loast rally to tho fight for
_ barc lifo, for bread, for peaces “Rally for--thesc; struggle
in one fighting front, rally as~the proletarian class
against the class of cexploiters. Toar down-the barriers
arcctod between you and comc into the ranks, whoether
~ Communist or social-democrat, anarchist or syndicalist,
“to fight Tor tho nccds of the hour. < . &
Tho Communist Intcrnational calls on Gommunist
_workers, and on all honcst workers throughout the world,
"t5 come Eogether in their workshops and in their mcetings
into one family of tho working pecople who stand by each
other against capital'. )
(ECCI-ECRILU Manifesto on the United Front, in: J. Dogras
" (E4.): "The Communist Internationalt 1919-1943; Documents",

Volume 1; London; 1956; p. 318, 319). -~

. .0nly by the formation of ‘such-a-"united front from below?
may.it he .possible t9o compcl the lcecaders o°f the socicl-democratic
_partics and of the rcformist trade unions to-join the workers'
. uni:tedffont: .. . . -.;.4.....-... srie =ieds

—y e

"only in this wey will all the partics which roly
. on the proletariat and want tho prolctariat to follow
“thom bo compclled to come together for the common
defensive struggle against capital. Only then will they
be compclled to scver their alliancc with capitalist
partics", L
. (Ibides Do 319).

Tﬁé""ﬁﬁc‘ﬁﬁté'i'ﬁ“r; of ‘the Frigsland Gr oup ~from the ~CP@-~= =« = mrsm

_TTTTTTR Wovembor 1921 the principel ‘SPG ncwspapor "Forward"
_published nn attick on the Communist Party of Germany-in
“conncetion with the March action of 1921, on tho basis: of

“"ma torial supplicd to it by tho policcs The-Communist Working

T Group, and a gfoup of leading ‘mcmbors o f- the- CPG-headed by -

Ernst Fricsland, joincd in punlicly supporting the—SPG attack,

At its mecting on January 22nd./23rd., 1922, the Ccntral

Council of the CPG expcllcd from thc Party Otto Brass, Paul Frankon,

_Ernst Friocsland, Heinrich llalzahn and FPaul Wegmann for violation
_of Party disciplinc; the expclled group immedlatedy joined the
" Communist Labour Group. L AL e B

Bill Bland Internet Archive
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The samec mecting clected W1lholm Koonen to membcership
of tho Contral Burcau of tho Pnrty. Sa el :

S —iie: FlrSt Pronum of -tho BCCT = = - -

From Fobruﬂry 21lst, to March 1lst., 1922, the First Plcnum
of the Exccutive Committce 9f the Communist International was
held in Moscow, attended by 100 delcgatcs from 36 countries,

By a m jority, tho.plcnum.éndarscd the "Dircctivé on the
Unitcd Front . « ." issued by the ECCI on Dccember 18th.,
1921, . :

A rcsolution "On the Tasks of Communists in the Trade
Unions" cndorsed the deccisions of the Third World Congrcss
of the CI on this question, but clariflod cort ain practical
Eplnts of policy: *

- . v - v _.‘

Whon an individual union is won over to the Red
Intérnational of Labour Unions, it should rcmain affiliated to
the .réformist national and  international trade union = o
organigations in order to influcnce thems ' '

"Comminists arec obliged to work in favour of the
individual unions affiliated ts the RILU remaining

inside thé internatioral~trade unionsand industrial

segrectariats. If such unions have not alrcady entercd those

bOdloS, thdy'must s oy e ey m romnrn ingide the national
trade union associationsMo -

(Resolution on the Tasks of Communlsts 4n Trade Unlons,

lst Plonum ECCI, in: J. Degrus (Ed ): ibid.; p. 321).

Tho resolutlon condemned rlghtlst tendcncies w1th1n
cerpqln Communlst Partlos favouring the liguidation of the RILU:

"The llquldatlJnlSt tcndcncles to be noted in. some
‘Partics in regard .to the RILU . ... must be sharply and
categorically condemncd", :

(Ibide; p.-321).

The plenum clected a Presidium of the ECCI as follows:
Grigori Zinoviev (Soviet Russia) (Cheairman); Heinrich Brandler
(Gormany) ;. Nikolai .Bukharin (Soviet Russia); L.E. Katterfeld
(Unitecad Stﬂtcs), Kreibich (CZCChOSlDVLkla) Karl Radck (Sovict
Russia); Boris SDuVarlno (France) 3 Umbcrto Terracini (Italy).

The Meoting of Roprosentat1VOs of the Throc Intcrnationals

At the beginning of 1922 the International Union of
Socialist Partics (the "Two-and-a-Half Intcrnatlonal")
proposcd a world confercnec of all "workers! partlos Lo

The Exccubive Committee »f the Communist International
immediatcly acceptcd thc proposal, adding the rccommendation
that trade union organisatiosns should also be represcnted,
The Exccutive Committoe of the Sceond International, however,
dcclared that it was precpared to agree -only to a preliminary
confercncc of representatives of the three ::zecutives.
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ThlS preliminary conference was held in the Parliament
Building in Berlin from April Z2nd. t> 5th., 1922, the delegation
of the CI being led by Karl Radek, Nikolai Bukharin and.Clara. Zetkin, e

i Nt the opening session of the conference Clara Zetkin,
on’ behalf of the €I, proposed. the: f2llowing. agenda for the_ . ..
world conference: '

", Defence against the capitalist offens1ve, ®
.2, The fight against reactiong - e
3. Preparation of the struggle agalnst 1mper1allst wars,
L. Assistance in rebuilding the Russian Soviet Republic;
5, The Versailles Treaty and the reconstruction of the
devastated arcas" _—
- (ECCI Statement on thc Meceting of the Roproscntatlvos of &
"the Second, Two-and-a~Half and Third Internagtionals, in:
J. Degras (Ed.): ibid.; p. 337).

The representativesof the Second Intornatlanal re;ectod
the inclusion of any discussion on the Versaillcs Treaty in the
agenda, and demanded ‘cortain guarantces from the Communist ®
International before agrecing to partlclpato in any world
conferencc,

The revisionist lcaders of the CI delegation, instead of
using thesc demands to exposc the leadership of the Second
International, agrecd to certain of them unilaterally. In an @
article entitled "We Have Paid .Too Much", Lcnin sharply
criticised this opportunist action-

"Our rcpresontatlvos were wrong in agre01ng to the
following two conditions; first, that the Soviet
__government does not apply the death ponalty in the case ®
of the forty-seven Socialist-Rovolutionaries; second,
that the Soviet governmoent permits rcpresentatives of
the thrce Internationals to be present at the trial.
.Thesc two conditions arc nothing more nor less
than a p>litical concession on the part of the revolutionary
proletariat to the rcactlonary'bourg001S1e. o o o ®
: " By the agrecment signed in Berlin by the representatlves
of the ‘Third Intcrnational, we have already made two'
political concessions to the international bourg00131c.
We obtained no concessions whatcever in return. « « o
Comrados Radck, Bukharin and the oSthers who' °
represcntod.the Communlst International acted wrongly".
{V.I. Lenin: "We Have Paid Too Much", in: "Seloeted WJPkS"
Volume 103 London, 1%L 6; p. 301, 302, 303).

These unllatoral concess1ons on the part of tho regroscntatlves

preliminary confcrenco-
T TTT MR Conforence’ notos tho dcelaration-of the . .
Jrcprcscntatlvos of the Communist Intornatlonnl that thc

forty-scven Socialist-Revolutionaries who are "to be tried

will be allowecd any defenders thay wish; that « « + NO ®
death sontence will be inflicted in thls trial; that , «
represcntatives of all thrcee Executives will bo allowed

to take shorthand rcports for the information of their

affiliated partics".
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(Statement Issucd by the Confecronce of Representatives of
the Exccutives of the Second and Third Internationals and
the Vienna Union, in: J. Degras (Ed.) : ibid.; p. 338).
Tho preliminary conforence agreed

", . . in-principlec upon the neces31ty for calllng

" a_goneral confordnce as soon as possible".

and

(Ibid.; pe-338).
on

". « . the setting up of an Organisation Committce

of Nine, which-'shall undertake prcparations for further

conferences of the three Echutlvos, as well as conferences
on a wider basis",

 (Ibid.; p. 338),

The conference also agrced on the holding of united

demons trations on the basis of a programme of prOgrcss1ve

demands-

"The Conference « « . calls upon the workers Of

“every country to orgenisc grecat mass demonstrations, with

as much unity as possiblec, during the Genoa Confercnce,
either on the 20th, of April or, wherc this is tcchnlcally

* impossible, on thc first of May-

For the cight~hour day; - ;

For the struggle against unomploymont « o o}

For the united action of the prolctarlat agalnst
the capitalist of fonsivog

For the Russian rcvolutlon,.for starving Russia,
for the rcsumption by all countries of political and
cconomic rclations with Russias

For the rec-cstablishment of the proletqrian united
front in cvery country and in the International',
(Ibid.; pe 339). :

After the Berlin confercnce, the ECCI issued a statement

stressing that the course of the confercnce emphasised the
recessity of building the united front of the workors from bolow:

"The united front whlch i's. just boglnnlng to-be
formed is‘'in grecat danger. The leaders of the Second.-
International want to crush it at birth gnd will ;lecave nothing
undone to reach their ob jective, The course of the Berlin
conference proved that up to the hilt. .« -

The unitcd front will not be Created by agreemcnts
with those !'socialists! who until reccently were.members of
bourgeois governments. The unitcd front mecans the
association of all workers, whether .Communist, anarchist,
social-demverat; indcpendent or non-party or even Christian
workers, against the bourgceosisic, -with the lcaders if they
want it 89, without the lcaders if they remain indifferently
aside, and againstrthe lcaders if they sabotage the
workers!'! united front. « .« o

Work togethcr:with us to organise the united front
against the capitalistse. o« « &

craemiia a
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Build the united front locally too, without
waiting for the permission of the lcaders of the Sccond
--International. . « « In cvory factory, in every mine, in
every district, in every town, the Communist workers should
arm togethcr with tho socialist and non—party workers for
the déommon: fight against the bourgoalsio. o ot e
Demand the immediate convonlng of a world congress
of the working class. That is the next step towards the
united front of all proletarians',
(ECCI Statement on the Results of the Borlln Confercnce,
1n- J. Degras (EQA,) : ibid.; p. 341, 342).

The Organlsntlon Committce mect on May 23rd., 922 when
the reproesentatives of the Second International declarcd that they
would agrce to participate in tho calling of a world. workcrs'
congress:

", . . only if the Communist Parties renounced
criticism of the policy of the social-democratic leaders
and the trade union burcaucracy end if at the same time
the Soviet Government gave the Mcnsheviks and Socialist-_
Revolutlgnarles the opportunity to organise revolts with
impunity".

(ECCI Statement on the Meeting of. the Committee of Nine,
dns J Dogras (Ed,): ibid.; p. 3LL9 50) .

In these circumstances, the rcprcsontat1VQs of the
Communist Intcrnational prescented the Committece of Nine with an
ultimatum: cither the committee want ahegd with plans to call a
world workers!. congross, or they would withdraw from the
commlttce' . :

""The Communist Intornational could not allow the
social-democrats of all countries and the trade union
burcaucracy to prcvent any united prolctarian front and
at the s ame time shicld thcmsclves from-responsibility
for this criminal policy. For thesc reasons the Communist
International prescnted the two . Internationals with an
ultimatum -- cither coasc sabotaging the world workers!
congress or the Commnist International w111 wlthdrqw its
represcntatives from the comm13313n of nlno

o Ibdidas. P 350) .

Whon thlS ultlmatum WaS rcjectod,

<M, -, there was nathlng for the rcproscntqt1Ves

of the Communist Internatidnal to do but leave the
commission of. nine, . . ¢ in which the Communists werc: to
be assigncd the part of a scrcen.  « .

Tho proletariat, without distinction or party,
has had the opportunity 5f convincing itsclf who is for
the unltod front and who is against. .. .

Fight the lcaders of the Sccond Internatlonal
who arc splitting thc working class.

+Build the united front fram below".
(Ibld., p. 350-351).

A canferchece of the Second In%o;nntional hbld'in London
on Junc 18/19th,, 1922, rcjccted. all. furthcr discussiosns’or
joint action with tho Communist Intcrnational,
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The Conforecnce of Genoa ond the Trecaty of Rapalld

At the Confcrence of Canncs from January 6th, to 13th.,
1922, the Allicd Suprcmc Council, -together with rcpresentatives
of the German govcrnmcnt, had agrced t> convcno~a confercence
"for the cconomic ruconstructlon of Europe"

The confcrence: mot in Gonoa from April 10th, to May 19th.,
1922, and was-attendod by rcprcscentatives >f Britain, the British
Dominions and 29 contincntal European countrics, including
Germany and Soviet Russia. The United States govornmont declined
to> attond. ‘

The conference sct up a commission to> cxamine the
"conditions undcer which forcign cnterprise and capital could be
enlisted for the rostsrqtlan of Russia as well as the settlement
of past JbllgatanS » and it quickly became clcar that the
conference was in rcality an attcmpt by the Allicd impcrialist
powers to c¢nlist the support of thc German impcrialists in
socuring the conscnt of the Soviet gdovernment, by a combinatiosn of
prcssurc and attemptcd bribery, td:compenscte forcign capitalist
owners 2f cnterpriscs nationaliscd by the Sovict government,
to pay the forcign debts of thc tsarist regime, and £o accord
cextra-territorial stntus to forcign“rosiaEnts in Sovict Russla,

To break thls devoloplng imperialist front, the Sovict
government made approachcs to the German governmont, which also
hod an intercst in rosisting the inferior status-which the Allicd
imperialist powors wishod to imposc on it.

On Aprll 16th., 1922, tho German and Sovict Ru831an .
dclegations t2 the Gonoa Confercence signed a "Trecaty of Frlendsh_p
at ncarby Rapalls (the "Rapallo Treaty"). By this troaty Gormany
and Soviet Russia reciprocally rcndunced all claims-to war
indemnities, and Germany renounced all.claims. for 1losscs incurred
by German citizens in conscquence of Sovict nationalisation of
German cnterprisces "provided that the Soviet government does not
satisfy similar claims of other stab >s". The twd states also
agrced to resume diplomatic relations (Nikolal Krestinsky was
appointed Soviet  Ambassador t> Germany, and Ulrich Gral von
Brockdorff-Rantzau German Ambassador to Soviet Russia), t2
apply mutually the principlc »f "the most favourcd nation',
and to/st up mixed companics through which to cdonduct trade.

(RSFSR: Sbornik Dcistvuyushchikh Dogovorov, Volume 3,
No>, 85; 1922;. p. 36 38).

This offoctlvcly brought the Geno2a Conferenco t2° an end.
Although the agenda was refierred t2 a commission of experts,
which met at The Hague from Junc 26th. to July 20th., 1922,
this produced no- rcsults.

“As’ a rcsult ol the Trcqty of Rapulla (and an’ earlicr -
pr3v1s13na1 tradec agrcement betwoen the two countrics szgned
on May 6th., 1921) Germany'!'s sharc of Sovicet Russian imports
rosc, from 25A 1w 1921 to 33% in 1922,

On May 19th., 1922, thc Exccutive Committec of the
Communist Intcrnatisnal issucd a statement on the Genoa
Confercence and the trcaty of Rapallo:




Bill Bland Internet Archive
www.marxists.org [
Uploaded 2021

70

Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021
www.ml-today.com

"At Genoa . . . thc petty skirmishes.and quarrels
of the victor-states among themselves-have shown-the -~
entire world how decep arc the contradictions boctween @
‘'England dnd France, betwcen-Japan-sad-the-Undtced States,
betwcen Italy and Francc, ‘and bctween the v1ctor statcs
and Germﬂny. —
When the dttompt was made in Genda to° desp01l Sov1ot
.. Russia, the first proletarian republic, the bourgeoisie
* " formed a 'united front! -- Rocstitution, that was the . &
battlé~cry of the bourgeoisie at Genpda. v ; :
Soviet Russia concluded a treaty w1th tho bourg001s
German Ropublic. . . . Only the merciless greod which
characterised the attitudc of thc¢ viector states dt Genoa
to defecated Germany induced the prosent German government
to sign .a treaty with Soviet Russia, The treaty botween ®
Russia ond Germany 81gncd at Rapallo is of enormous
historical importance. Russia with its 150 million
. population and its predominantly agrarian character, in
~-alliance  with  Germany with its -first-class industry,
. - pepresents-such-poverful ~cconomic-cooperation - that- 1t w111
e e ook through-alk-ob Stacke s = ¢ g —ins = =s b cmn e o
—i———i e orkers 9f-Germany;-you- must-scize- pDWcr in- your
—meJuntry ~a8-quickly- as-possibles-s - 5= :
e - Theny- when' -the ~Gorman-~Russian- trcaty brxngs togcthcr
— -two ‘great- Soviet- fcpublics, it -wilt- provide-such unshakecable
foundations for rcal Communist construction that the o9ld
and sutworn- Europc w111 ns>t be- ablo to W1thstand it for o
even a -few years".,: g
(ECCI Statcment on tho Genoa Canfcrenco, ins J. Degras
(Ed.) : ibid.; p.-345, 346, 347, 348, 349).

On the conclusion of the Hague confercnce of economic °
L cxperts, the ‘ECCI issucd a further statoment:

¢ "The latest offort of tho ca pltallst world to'
- ostablish  'peace! with Soviet Russia and to initiate the
economic . 'reconstruction! of Russia has been exposcd
as a cynical attempt to make the Russian workers and = - PY
pcasants int> slavas of world capital. This attempt has
foundercd against the rosaluto r031stqnce of the Soviet -
_Government, . ..
T 7 The representatives of the capltallst states
.dcmandod unconditional recognition of all the debts of tho
. tsars and' the "Russian bourgeoisic and their immediate - PY
repayment. They demanded the uncandltlonal roturn of
the factories and mincsS. ¢ o o °
The Sovict government'!s fight against the domands of the
capitalist world . . . is a fight for the devolopment of
Europcan socialism: it is your fight".
(ECCI Manifesto on the Conclusion of Tho Hague Canfcrencc, @
in; J.. Degras (Ed.): ibid.; p. 359, 361). '

Meanwhile, sccret necgotiations hﬂd begun in Scptcmbor
1921 betwcen the Sovict government and the German Arm of the
Rcalm, Thoe discussions took placc on the initiative of the
Commander-in-Chicf of the Arm of the Realm, Gencral Hans von Sccckt, &
mainly in the Berlin apartmont of Major Kurt von Schlecicher,

(F. von Rnobenau: "Seccckt: Aus Scinem. Leben'; Leipzig;

19403 p. 308-9). M SR A



Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive
www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org

Uploaded 2021
e e e 71,

Theso negotiations rcsulted in a scerct agrcement signed in
Berlin on July 29th,., 1922,

(General von Hasse: Unpublished diary, citecd in: "Jburnal
of Modern History", Volumo-21,-No.-.1;3.1949; pe -31-32),.-

This provided for the oporation by Gorman firms in Sovict
Russia of factorics for the production of military plancs, tanks
and munitions, (the output being shared bctwecn both statos)
and the training on Russian so2il of both German and Russian

- 891ldiers in the uso of thcse weapons, mainly by German technical
eRports. '

(F. Tschunke: Memorqndum of beruary 13th., 1939, -
cited in: "Dér Monat", No. 2; November 1948).
(Verhandlungen des R01chstagos, Volumo 391; 1926; 8584~8597).,

It was during these sccrot; but of ficial, nogotiations that
Nikolai Krestinsky and Arkadi Rosengoltz, who were cngaged
in thom on tho Soviet sidc, recached a conspiratorial agrecment
with Sccckt for tho financing of the rcvisionist opposition in
Soviat Russia in roturn for tho supply Of military information:

~ "KRESTINSKY:- In 1921 Trotsky told mc to take advantage
of a meeting with Secckt during official negotiations
---~t0 propose to him, to Secckt, that he grant Trotsky a
s pegalar--subsidy-for- the-development -of illegal Trotskyit o
o o0 getivitiess at -the -same time-he-t45ld--me. .that.-if Seeckt put
up a counter-demand that we render him.services in .the.
spherc of cspionage, we should and may accept it.e « o &
I put the question before Seeckt andnamcd the sum of -~
250,000 gold marks, that is #60,000, a year. General
Sceckt, after consultlng his assistant; the chief of staff,
agreed in principnc and put up the counter-domand that
cecrtain confidential and important information of a military
. nature should-be-transmitted to> him. . . « In addition
wee—t~---he was to—reecive -assistance in'obtaining visas for some
.porsons whom they nceded and whom they would send. to the
Soviet Union as spies, This countcr-demand of- General
Seeckt was accepted and in 1923 this agrcoment had been
put into effect, o o
Tho conncction of a criminal naturc.was established
in 1922 e &
e - VYSHINSKY:  So you, Rosongoltz, ostablished connoction
with the Gorman intolligence service already in.1923% .
5 g ROSENGOLTZ: With Scockt .directly”.. ... Sasie
it (Roport of the Court-proceedings.in the’ Caso of tho
Anti-Soviet 'Bloc of Rights and Trotskyites!'",; Moscow,
1938; pe. 259-60,261) »

" The Second Plonum of tho ECCI e o -

The Sccond Plenum of tho Exccutive Committoo of tho Communist
International was hcld in 1ioscow from Junc [the. to llth., 1922,
attonded by 41 voting delogates from 17 countrics, It discussed
the Berlin conferonco of roproscentatives of the thrco
"Internationals, but was mainly'concerncd W1th tho s1tuat10n in
the Communist Party of Franco., Wooes e e wesalind
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The plenum clected a Presidium of thce ECCI, as follows:
Grigori- Zinovicv (Sdovict Russia) (Chairman); Heinrich Brandler
(Germany) 3 Nikolai Bukharin (Sovie¢t Russia); Antonio Gramscil ®
- (Italy); Jurdanov (Bulgaria); .Karl Radek (Soviet Russia);
Bohumir Smorql (;zcchoslavakla) Boris Souvarine (France).

Tho Assa381nat10n of Rathonqu and the Berlin Agrccment

-~53?J On Juno-htn. 1922,Phllipp Sch01dcm nn (SPG)- qu-woundod'by &
a. torrorlst bclonglng to the Consul Orga nlsatlon. ;-Tp_, -

On Junc 16Lh., the ‘Central Buroau 5f the Communist ;
Party of Germany issued an appcal "to the German proletariat",
and to the-Socigl-Democratic Party, the Indcpendent Social-
Democratic Party and tho General German Tradc Union Loaguc, , @
calling for collcetive action against the ‘increasing activity
of anti-rcpublican terrorist organisatisns. The appeal was
rojcctcd by thc organiSﬂtians addressed.

. On Junec 2uth., 1922 Forcign Minister Wﬁlter Ruthonau,-m
‘wethoarchit oet-of the Treaty 5f Rapallo with Soviet Russza,'i @
=was-turdered-by-a membcér-of-the- Consul Organisation, .--The. -
~chntra1 PBurcau  of - the CPG immediately reitcrated .its. apppgl
. of Junc 1l6th. .

On -June 27th. thc "Berlin Agrcoment™ was signed betwcen
reprosentatives of the CPG, SPG, ISPG, GGTUL and AFA-Bund ®
. domanding that government and Parliament adopt a law for the
defence of the Republic which would prohibit anti-rcpublican
terrorist organisations and purge thc Arm of the Rcalm and the
statc apparatus of anti-ropublican clcments.

On July Lth. mass demonstrations and strikes took placo @
all over Germany in support of the demands put farwqrd in the
., Berlin Ligrocment . ; :

On July 8th,. thc represcntatives °f the SPG, ISPG, and the
‘tradec union organisations brokc off relations with the Communist
Party, and >n July 18th. o "Law for thc Defcnce of the Republic!
was passcd by Parliament with the support of the SPG and ISPG
deputics,- The CPG deputies voted against it, since it did
not. provide for the me asurcs demanded by the Berlin Agreement.

The Morgcr of the ISPG and the SPG o 8 Te Niemd °

On Soptombor 2uth., 1922, the rump of the Indopcndont
Social-Democratic Party of Germany merged with the Sdcial-
Domocratic Party of Germany ot a Unification Congress in
Nurcmberg to form the Unitcd Social-Demoeratic Party of Germany
(USPG) (Vereinigte Sogzialdemdokratische Partel Dcutschlands)
(VSPD) . o e

Tho Communist Labour Group, hoadod by Puul Lev1, whlch had
-wjoincd bho ISTG- in April 1922, artlclpatod in. the merger.

R R R N

‘Brandler Bocomes Leader of the CPG ; i s "

In"Octobor 1922, 5n the initiative of tho Rovisionist
Comintern rcproscntatives Karl Radck, tho lcading role in the
Party was taken over by Hcinrich Brandler.
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" MRAGEk " “¢hogE - Helnrich Brandler sy e At -Brondlers
side Radck put his 014 friend . . . August-Thalheimer. . . .
-Zetkin was to be the galleosn figurc of the group, and-
Fritz Heckert and: Jacob Walcher, two energetic unionists,
Brandler's adjutants. With such a combination, Radek
hoped to get solid support for Trotsky as Lenin's successor',
R. Fischor: "Stalin and German Communism"; Harvard;
.. .1948; p. 215-16).
. Phe TFHUrth TWHEld "Cutigress of tho "CT - o s

"””“L“TﬁG‘Fﬁuﬁth5W5rld;05hgrass of the "Communist InterﬁAtional
wd§ Held in Moscow from Novomber S5th,~to December ~Sthri; 1922,
attended by 340 delegates from 57 countricsy —w=ww =~ s <

~ Lenin, now scriously ill, delivercd only a brief report
on November 13th. on "Five Ycars of the Russian Revolution and
the Prospects of the World Revolution" (it was his next to
the last public appcarancec), ond the lcading role_at the congress
was taken by Leon Trotsky. )

"At the . . . fourth congress Lenin, already 1ill,
. spoke 5nly briefly and with great difficulty; and Trotsky
* came to the fore as the chief expounder of the International's
strategy and tactics". =
(I. Deutscher: "Tho Prophet Unarmed: Trotsky: 1921-1929";
London; 1960; p. 65). oo

. . The principnl_debatos at.the congreés contrecd upon united
front tactics and the slogan of a "workers! government".

In his ‘oponing address, Grigori Zinoviev admitted that

"Much confusion still prevails amdong comrades as to
the procisc meaning of the ‘united-front',
(Bulletin of the Lth. Congress of the Commnist International,
No. 3; Novembor 12th.,- 1922; p. 7).

‘Tho congress mdorscd the slogan of .the Third World Congross
.of the CI -- "To the Mgsscs!", together with the ECCI dircctive
on unitod front tactics of Deccmber 18th., 1921,

In the "Thoscs on Tactics" the congrcss repudiated the
rightist vicw that unitcd front tactics could involve the fusion
of a Commnist Party with a social-aemocratié party:

o NThe attompts oft-the~Second International to represent
“the united front us-the organisational fusion.of all. .-
“ tyorker st parties! mst.of coursc be decisively.-rebutted. . . .
o Thgmiex istonce of “independent-Comrunist Parties. and
©ome o ghelr complete freedom of action -in regard ©O the bourgeoisie
“* 'and eounter-revolutisnary social-democraey-.is. the most .
significant historical achievement of the proletariat,-
which Communists will in no circumstances whatover renounce",
(Theses on Tactics, Lth. World Congress CI, in: J. Degras
(Bd.) : "The Communist Intornational: 1919-1943: Documents",
Volume 1; London; 1956; p. L24-[25) .
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.and alsy implicd tho repudiation of the concept that united front
N tactics could cbracc a parliamentary coalition with a soclal-

-

democratic party:s - ° ° e ®

M"Nor dscs the‘united, front tactic mean so-ecalled
~uppér level tel¢etoral alliances! which pursuc some
parliamentary purpssc or other" :
(Ibid.; pe L425).

The thescs prescnted a generally corrcct account of unitecd
front tactics: the primary.importance.2f sccking £9o bring about
a united front from below by supporting and lcoding the day-to-
day-strugglcs of-thc working class..ground partlal. dcmands, SO
Winning thc unity in action and organisationally Of workors
beclonging to or supporting oSther parties: ' @

- "Phe Comintorn requircs 2ll Communist Partics and
groups. to carry out the united front toctic strictly,

s e becausc. in the present period that alone can give the

me—=zee = Gommunistsea sure road to winning the majority of the
workers. ELLIEDS _G, B GEEWE Paans el Deik
The rcformists nced a split. The Communists are
.. intorested in rallying all the forces of the working
By class against capitalism,
The unitcd front tactic means that the Communist
. . vanguard must tokc the lecad 'in the day-to-day struggles
of the broad working masscs for their mdst vital ®
intorests. . « . '

" : The united front tactic is the offer of joint
wezeme sstruggle. of .Communists with all workers who belong to
sthor-partics or-groups, ond with all non-party. workers,
in defencc of the basic intcrests of the working class
against tho bourgeoisiCe e <o :

In cxccuting the united front policy it is
especially important to achicve not only agitational,
but also ' organisational rosults.  No single opportunity
should be misscd of crcating organisational footholds
among the working massos themsclves (factory councils,

, supervisory commissions of workors of n2ll partics and I3
- of non-party workers, committces of.action, ctce) o
""" Thé .most important thing in the united front tactic
is and"remaind the agitational and organisational
: rallying of the working masses. Its truo rcalisation
.. can-edme-only 'from below!,~=from the .dopths of the
s orking-maS9es--bhemselveos Ty il L il vl s L
(Ibidss—pe-li2lys-125). . T RN

- On this basis, negdtiantions with lcaders of social-
- demoeratic partics and reformist tradec unions were charactcrised
as permissiblc.-- and in certain circumstanccs nccessary -—-
R providecd. they were fully publicised to the working class and &
the Party did not surrcnder its frccdom tv agitato (including
its frocdom to criticisc the lcaders with whom the negdotiations
- Were .being pursucd) @ be

" ™n thesc struggles the Communistsare ovon ready to
nogotiato with the troacherous social-democratic and ®
Amsterdam lcaders. . . . i L ‘

Communists . « . st not refusc in certain
circumstances to negotiate with the leaders of the hostile
workers! partios, but tho masscs must be kept fully and
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ecomstantly informed of the course of these negdotiations.
Nor must tho Communist Parties! frecdom to agitate be
circumscribed in any way during these negotiations with the
legders”, o '

(Ibid.; pe 424, L425). ‘

‘ In contrast to the s>ction of the "Theses on Tactics"
__dealing with united front tactics, that dealing with the slogan
of a "workers! government" was thoroughly rcvisionist.

' iﬁwfderiatiné'tHié ééE%ISB;ftEE*fSVisiSﬁiét§"iﬁ'thé"ﬁ
ECCI were aided by the revisionists in the lcadership of the
Communist Party of Germanys:

"Thé delegation of the Communist Party of Germany
. placed before the Gongress for discussion a draft

programme of the CPG in which considerable attention
was given to the question of transitional measures prior
to the conquest of political power, among them the slogan
of a workers! government. . . . ' R

On behalf of the delegation »f the CPG; Ernst Meyer,
Edwin Hoornle and Walter Ulbricht submitted to the
Drafting Committee amendments to the draft theses on
tactics containing a more clear-out definition of the
slogan of a workers! government and characterising
different types of 'such governments., These amendments
were accepted by the Committee and odopted by the Congress™,
("Outline History:of the Communist International'; Moscow;

A9113 P 162, 1.6’3) 2 . S
. In contradictisn to ‘the scetion of the "Theses on Tactics"
dealing with united front tagctics, in which it was implied
that parliamentary coalitions with social-democratic parties
were impermissible, here the theses advucated that in countries
where éapitalist socicty wes "particularly unsteble", the
Communist Parties should seek t> form coalition governments
with such parties, these being described as "workers'
governments” : R E : e

"Where bourgesis society is particularly unstable,
. « « the slogan of a workers! government follows
inevitably from the cntire united front tactic.

The parties of the Second Intcrnational are trying to
tsave! the situation in these countrics by advocating
and forming coalitizn govornments of bourgeois and social-

__.democratic partics. . . . To this open or concealed

bourgeois/social-democratic coalition the Communists
oppose the united front of all workers and a cdalition
of all workers! parties in the cconomic and the political
field", -
(Ibides pe-U425).
Such a "workers! povernment" con be formed through the

machinery of ‘"parlinmcntary democracy. if it has the militant
support of thce working masscs:

"Such a workers! government is only possible if it is
born osut >f the struggle >f the masses, is supported by
workers! bodies which arc copable of fighting. . . .
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Even a workers! government which is crcated by the

turn of cvents in parliament, which is thecrefore purely
parliamentary in origin, may provide the occasion for ®
invigorating the revolutisnary labour government".

(Ibid.; pe L26).

_° Such a "workcrs!' government" can "take over" and transform
the capitalist state. intd> one which scrves the interests of
and arms the working closs, takes control of production and’ o
disarms the capitalist class: .

= "Phe entire staté apparatus mist be takén over by the

workers'! government, . . . T o
The overriding tasks of the workers! government

must be t» arm the proletariat, to disarm bourgedis ®
counter-revolutionary organisations, to introduce the
controsl of production, to transfer. the main burden of
taxation to the rich, and to brecak the rcsistance of the
counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie", :
(Ibide; p. 426).

At this stage thc recvisionists felt it promature --
as they still did in 1935 at the Seventh World Congress of the
Communist Intcrnational, which reaffirmed these concepts of
1921-22 -- to repudiato the Marxist-Lcninist principle o the
inevitability of armed struggle between the working class and Py
the capitalist class. They decclared, however, that the
formation of such a "workers! government'" could postpone
this civil war until, as a result of the action of the
Miorkers'! government', thc counter-revolutionary forces had
for the most part been disarmed:

"The entire state apparatus must be taken over by the
...workers! government, and thus the working class's
..positions of power strcngthened: « « «

The formation of a real workers! governfent, and the
continued existence of a government which pursues a
revolutionary policy, must lead to a bitter struggle, and ®
eventually to a civil war with the bourgeoisie".

(Ibid.; p. 426).

In his report on the Fourth World Congress td -the Meeting
. of the Communist fraction of the Tenth All-Uniun Congress
of Soviets on December 28th., 1922, Leon Trotsky defended these ®
rcvisionist formlae on the slogan 2f a "workcrs' gdvernment':

"Prom the united front flows the slogan of a workers!
government. The Fourth Congress submitted it to a
thorough discussion and snce again confirmed it as the
central slogan [or the next periodes « o« o ®
Under certain conditions the slogan of a workers!
.. government can become a rcality in Europe. That is to
" .say, a moment may arrive when the Communists together
with the left elements of Sucial Defioeracy will set up a
workers! government. . . . Such a phase would constitute
a transition to» the proletarian dictatorship, tho full [
and completed 2nNc. o o
If ysu, our German Communist comrades, are of the
- opinion that a rcvoluticn is possible in the next few
months in Germony, then we would advise you to participate
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in Saxony in a coalition government (i.e., with the Social-
Democratic Party -- Ed.)"

(L. Trotsky: Report on the Fourth world Congrcss,

Meeting of the Communist Fraction of the Tenth All-Union
Congress of Soviets, in: "The First Five Ycars of the
Communist International, Volume 2; New York; 1953;

p. 324, 325).

. The fascist coup @'état ih Italy. (October.28th., 1922)
took place only a week before the opening of the congress, and
the "Theses on Tactics" included a brief, but correct, analysis
of fascism, warmed of its danger in other countries (including
Gormony), ond strcsscd the need for the Commnist Parties to
organisc rcsistance to Tascism, utilis ing united front tactics:

"Phe legal methods at their command no longer
. satisfy the bourgeoisie. .They . are therefore resorting
.~ everywhere to the creation of special white guards for
use particularly against all the revolutionary efforts
o>f the proletariat and to a growing degree for the
_defeat by brutal means of every attempt by the workers
to improve th&ir 1ote - :

The characteéristic fecature of Italisn-fascism.—=...
‘telassic! fascism o o . =-- consists in this: that the
fascists not only form strictly counter-revolutionary
fighting organisations, armcd to the teeth, but also try
by social-demagogy to gain a footing among the masses, among
the peasantry, the petty bourgeodisie, and even among
- some sections 9f the working class, cleverly using the

inevitable disappointment in so-called demdcracy for their
. own reactionary purpdses, There is a danger of fascism now
_in many countries, in’'. . . Germany. . . . -
. ~ It is Sne of the m5§timp§rtant”tnsks~gf«%hﬁmeammunist
“Parties to Srganise resistance t o-interratisnal-fasclsm,
_to lead the éentire working class—in the -struggle..cgainst
_'“_thé'deCist'@angs;“and'tO'makemvigarous-usenin.thia.““
field also »f united front tactics: in this struggle’
methods »f illegal oSrganisation are absdlutely essential”.
(Ibid.; p. 421, L22). ‘

The congress also adopted "Directives for Communist Action
in the Trade Unions", which emphasised the importance of fighting
T57 the unity of the trade union movement, and against both
the cniorced and voluntary withdrawal 5f. Communists from the
trade unions: . ) :

"The slogan of the Communist International .against
the splitting of the unions rust still be applied with
undiminished energy. . . » The reformists resort ©o
ecxpulsions in order to provoke splits. By systematically
driving the best clements sut of the unions, they hope
that the Communists will lose their heads, leave the
unions, and so give up the deeply considered plan to win
the trade unions from within. . « » :

"The. splitting of the trade union movement, particulariy
in present c¢onditions, is the createst danger to the entire
workers! movement, o o o



Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive

www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org [ )
Uploaded 2021
78.
O The more obvious the splitting tendencies of ur
enemies become, the more vigorously must we raise the
N question -of -trade union unity. . . . The question of ®

splitting the trade unions must be put before every trade
unionist, not merely ot the moment when a split.is
“imminent, but when it is being prepared. The questlgn
of the exclu319n of  Communists from the trade union
movement must be placed before the entire trade union
movement of all countries. . . . The working class must o
know who is for splitting and who is for unity. « «
The fight against expulsions is in fact a fight
-, -  for the unity of the trade union movement. . . . The
- e tBXpelled. groups.shJuld at once attach themselves closely
wes-emw b0 £he. Opposition in. the.unions_and to.the revolutionary
e DRganisations_in. the .country corc erned.in order to wage
=2 J0Iint struggle. against. expulsions and ensure community
of action in the struggle against capital"
(Directives for Communist Action in the Trade Unions,
Lth, World Congress CI, in: J, Degras (Ed 2 u13, Ly,
A5 | oy ®

The congress also adopted "Decisicns on the Reorganisation
of the ECCI and on its Future Activities".

It was decided that national Party congresses should in
future be held after World Congresses of the CI and that the ®
mandating of delegates t> World Congresses would be prohibited.
The Execcutive Committee of the CI was in future to be clected
by the World Congress, instead of being composed of represen-
tatives nominated by the various Parties, .while Party organs
would in future be obliged to publish Comintern documents if
requested to do so by the ECCI. . The purposc of thesc measures P
was to eliminate the remnants of federalism from the Communist
International-and to transform.it into a "world Communist Party"
bascd on the principles 5f democratic centralism. The ECCI
would thus function as a kind of "Central Committec" of this "world
Party", and the Presidium of the ECCI as a kind of "Political
Bureau“. "y @

.(Decisions .on_the. Reorgnnlsatlon of the ECCI and on its

Future Activities, lth., World Congress of the CI, in:

J. Degras: (Ed.): ibid.; p. L.38-442) .
- Bellev1ng tnat the Comlntorn apparatus was now safely @
in_the. hands. af. revisionists,. the revisionist leadership of the
Communist.. Party. of Germany strongly supportcd. thesc measures.
Hug> Ebeorlein of the CPG (who had opposed the formation of the
Communist International at its PFirst Congress ) acted as a
reporter for the ECCI on this question, and said:

"We need internativnal discipline if we really wish
to be a tight world Party, a fighting organisation of the =~
proletariat, and in this fighting organisation individual
comrades-must in all ciroumstances subordinate their
personal wishes to the common interests of the International.
- (Protokoll des Vierten Kongresscs der Kommunistischen ®
4 Internationale’Hamburg; 1923; p. 805).
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On November 3 th., 1922, the congress set up by recsolution
Intcrnational Red Aid, whose aim was defined as:

W, o &« t2 help our impnisoned comrades, not only
materially but ale morally",
(Bulletin of the lLth. Congress of the Communist
Internatlanal, No, 27; December 7th.. 1922; p. 16).

Among oSther documents of international importance
adopted by the congress were: "Theses on the Eastern Question",
"pAgrarian Action Programme", "Theses on the Ncgro Question”,
TResolution on the Versailles Peace Trcaty", "Resdolution on
Prolctarian Help fOr Soviet Russia', and "Resolution on the
Programme oI thc Communist International,

The congress elected an Exccutive Committee of the Communist
International which, after thc congress elected a Presidium
5f the ECCL as follows: Grigori Zinoviev (Soviet Russia)
(Chairman) ; ‘Nikolai Bukharin (Soviet Russia); Egidio Gennari
(Italy); Sen Katayama (Japan); Vassil Kolarov (Bulgaria);
Otto Kuusinen (Finlangd) : Arthur McManus (Britain); Karl Radek
(Soviet Russia); Lazar Shatskin (Soviet Russia); Bohumir
Smeral (Czechoslovakia); Boris Souvarine (France); and Clara
Zotkin (Germany) . Vassil Kolarov (Bulgaria) replaced Otto
Kuusinen (Finland) as Gencral Scerctary of the ECCI..

Stalin was not even elected to the ECCI.

The Second Congress of the RILU

The Second Congress of the Red Intcrnatisnal of Labour
Unlons was held in Moscow from Novombor 19th, to December Z2nd.,
1922.

At the demand of the French Genecral Confederatlon of
Unified Labour (Conféddration Générale du Travail Unitaire)
(CGTU) , the resolution adopted at the First Congress linking
the RILU with the Communist International.was rescinded.

(A. Lozoysky: "Desyat Let Profinterna v Rezalyut31yakh"
mmmen MOS COW3_ 1930 p’, . 109-10) .

The congress re-elected Salomoh Lozovsky dé'Géﬁeﬁﬁl”Sbéretary.¢

The Formation of the Cuno Government

On November 1llth., the Ministers of.tﬁeiSocial-Democratic
Party withdrew from the government in protest against moves
to bring back the German Peoplec's Party into .the .government.

-On November 22nd., a new coalition government was installed,
with Ministers drawn. from the German People's Party, the German
Democratic. Party, the Centre, and the Bavarian People's Party,
with Wilhelm Cuno. (non-party), managing dircctor of the
Hambur g- Amerika Shipping line, as Chancellor. R

The "World Peace Conference"

From December 10th,. to 15th., 1922, a "World Peace
Confercnce", convened jointly by the Amsterdam trade union
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International, the Second International and the Twd>-and-a-Half
International, was held in The Hague.

The trade unions of Soviet Russia were invited to send.
a delegation to the conference, and this was composed >f Salomon
Lozovsky, Karl Radek and Theodor Rothstein. - ¥

While various bourgeois pacifist organisations had been
invited t5 send delegates to the conference, the Communist @
International and the Red International of Labour Unions had
not. This was the subject of a proposal and a protest by the
Russian-delegates: - e e '

ww e pepresentatives-.of—the _Russian trade. unions .
- -immediatel y-proposed the.admission.af _all Communist_ o
Parties and réd - trade UnionsS.........The Amsterdamers
replied with insults against the Communists. . . .
== -At-the same moment -as they were preventing the
-formation of the proletarian united front against = . _
imperialism, they concluded an alliance with the bourgeois
‘pacifists.. For the first time in the history of the modern ®
‘workers'! movement therc was a joint congress of trade
unions and political workers! oSrganisations with the
representatives of a part of the bourgeoisie, who were
thus given the opportunity of helping to decide the most
important question of the workers' movement. . . « =~
" In-rejecting the.proletarian united front and - %
concluding an alliance with the bourgeois groups, the
three Internationals passed sentence on the Hague
conference. . » . Imperialist war serves the interests
of the bourgeoisie and whoever allies. himself with the
bourgeoisie unnerves and debilitates the working class

ﬁf"‘ and-makes ‘it -Ampossible -for them t2 .fight against the o
war danger™. : e
(ECCI/ECRILU Manifesto on The Hague Peace Congress, in:

' J. Degras (Ed,): ibid.; p. L451-452).
Nevertheless, the Soviet Russian delegation put forward o

‘a-proposal--for-the -formation, nationally. and internationally,
of committees oT action directed.against.war. This propdsal
was rejected:

"Phe Russian trade union representatives thereupon
replied: . . . We propose the formation of a committee °
of action. % < . -The Amsterdamers rejected this proposal
with scorn", '
(Ib1des Po UBL) & rom o B o mneres o whis . R

The congress adopted a resolution calling for a general
international strike in the cvent of war. The Russian delegation °
opposed the resolution on the grounds that this was a
revolutionary act that would rcquirc militant preparation,
which was being.rcjocted in the policy of class -collaboration
put forward by thc majority at the conference:

"Instead of organising the fight against the @
war danger now, the Amsterdamcrs threatened the bourgeoisie
with an internatiosnal strike in the cvent of war. The
Russian trade union delegates replied that an international
strike against war involves a trial of strength which
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requires thorough preparation. When war breaks osut,-
nationalist passions are unleashed, cmergency legislation
is -intraduecdy -and- the proletariat-will be- able to defend
itself only if it has been equipped and trained by years
of unbroken class struggle. How can they be armed for
" revolutionary struggle against war if they have for years
been hitched to the wagon of the bourgedsisie-by-a—-
coalitian policy « « . , 1f they have no illegal
Iarganlsatlans, if all the weapons are left in the hands
of the bourgesisie?”
(Ibid.; p. 452).

y In a monifésto issued after the. "Uorld Peace ‘Cohnference",
“the Executive Committees of the Communist International and
of tHe Red Internatisndl of Labour Unions declared that the
congress showed that the leaders of international social-
‘democracy were concerned, not to fight the war danger, but
to hinder the fight against war: v

"The Hague congress has shown that the leaders of
" the Amsterdam and Second 'and Two-and-a-Half Internationals
Jhave no desirec to fight against the growing war danger
" but on the c¢ontrary are doing everything to make the
fight impossible™.
(Ibid.; pe U452). '

; The manifesto eoncluded by saylng that the fight against
. war could dnly be successfully developed by building a united
Tront of the workers against the opposition 5f the reformist

loaders in solldarltv Ulth Soviet Russ1a'

_ "If you da not want to be dragged helpless on to
" the battlefield once more and be annihilated in your
millions, you must come together into a common fighting
_ front, .in opposition to the will of your leaders, in
factory and mine, in town and in country. . ... You
mist rcject the crippling influence of .the reformist
leaders who are splitting your ranks in order to join
‘the bourgeoisie. « . =
The entire international proletariat must rally
round Soviet Russia, the only proletaridn state which
opposes to. the robber policy of international imperialism
.the orgaonised strength of one ‘hundred and -fifty million
* people".
(Ibld., Pe- LI-SE) e 7T

" Dhe December Central Council Meeting of the CPG °

o |

At its meeting on Decembcf'13/luth.,'1922; the Central
Council” of the Communist Party of Germany endorsed the decisions
-of the‘hth. World Congross of the CI and doclared

- s ."“"'.“w'. dts rcadlncss, undcr ccrtaln condltlons: to

participate in’a-workcrs! government!,---- =----
("Geschichte der--deutschen Arbelberbowcgung'-Chronlk"
Volume 23 Berlin; 19663 p. 137).
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. - APPENDIX:

The Influence of. Rosa Luxemburg on the CPG

The dominant theoretical influence. on the Communist

Party of Germany in its early years was that of Polish-born
Rosa Luxemburg, who moved to Germany in 1897:

"Rosa Luxemburg has left behind deep traces in
the German and P>lish Communist movement. One can
say without exaggeration that for a considerable
nunber of years, both parties grew up under. the
influence of her ideas and guidance". . -
(D. Manuilsky: "The Bolshevisation of the Parties", in:
"Communist International®, No, 10; 1925:; p. 59).

"A11l the new lcaders fully subscribed the guiding

.linesg O6f policy laid down by Rosa Luxemburg in the-
. foundation document of the CPG and subsequent policy

statements in 'Rote Fahne'., On nearly all subjects
her word was law. . . « And even after the personal
element of tribute had gradually died away, her work
was still the fount of all orthodoxy in Germany".
(J.P, Nettl: "Rosa Luxemburg", Volume 2; London; 1966;

P. 787"8) .
In her work "The Acourmlation of Capital,. published

in 1913, Rosa Luxemburg put forward the view that a capitalist
....8ociety could solve the problem of capital accumulation only

— by expanding into pre-capitalist economies, and that when
-._.these_areas had been absorbed, capitalism would "break down":

"The day-to-day history of capital . . . becomes
a string of political and social disasters and
convulsions, and under these conditions, punctuated by
persistent economic catastrophes or crisis, accummulation

. can go ‘on Mo 1longer. . « o

-Capitalism . . . strives to become universal, and,
indeed, on account of this, it must break down'",
(R. Luxemburg: "The Accumulation of Capital"; London;
1951; p. L67). & w

" Lenin's marginal notes to "'The Accumylation of Capital"
are full of comments such as "False!" and "Nonsense!", and he
described her main thesis as a "fundamental error",

(V.I. Lenin: Notes on R. Luxemburg's Book ."The Accumulation

of Capital", in: "Leniniski Sbornik", Volume 22; :

Mopoows.. 19335 Pa.BU3=0) & + v ws e s s

revolutionary potential in the peoples of the cclonial-type

countries and denied the possibility of genuine wars of

national liberation under imperialism. In her pamphlct

"The

Crisis of German Soclal Domocracy', written in 1915

under the pseudonym of "Junius" and published in 1916, she
. declaress: d :

Bill Bland Internet Archive
www.marxists.org
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"In the present 1mper1311st1c mllleu there can
be no wars of national self-defence',
(R, Luxemburg: "The Crisis of German Soc1al—Democrocy
in: "Rosa Luxemburg Speaks"; New York; 1970; p. 305).

% ’ B .

Commentlng on her o2pposition to the Pslish national-
~1iberation movement agalnst the domlnatlon of tsarlst
Russia, Lenin said: s

"Tn her anxiety not to tassist! the nationalistic
bourgeoisie of Poland, Rosa Luxemburg by her denial of
the right of -secession in the programme of the Russian
Marxists, is,_in fact, assisting the Great Russian
Bla ck Hundreds 21 e., fascist-type organisations of the
Russian landed aristocracy -- Ed. )"
(V.I. Lenin: "On the Right of Nations to Self-Determination",

. in: "Selected Works", Volume UL -London; 1943; p« 266).

After the soc1a113t revolution in Russia in November
1917, Rosa Luxemburg condemned the national policy of the
Bolsheviks as "counter-revolutionary's

"The Bolsheviks are in part responsible for the
fact that the military defeat was transformed into the
collapse and a breakdown of Russia. Moreover, the
Bolsheviks themsclves have, to a great extent, sharpened
the objective difficulties of this situation by a slogan
which they placed in the foreground of their policies:
the so-called right of self-dectermination of peoples, or --
something which was really implicit in this slogan --
the disintegration of Russiae, « &

One after another, these 'natlans' used the
freshly-granted freedom to dl 1y themselves with German

“ imperialism againstthie Russian Revolution asits:
* mortal enemy and,” urider German protection, to carry.”
the banner of counter-revolution into Russia itselfi . . .

The Bolsheviks, by their hollow nationalistic
phraseology concerning the 'right of self-determination
to the point of soparatlon' ¢« « o did nothing but
confuse the masses in all the border :countries by their
slogan and dellvered them up to the demagogy of the
bourgeois classes. By this nationalistic demand they
brought on the disintegration of Russia itself, pressed
into the enemy's hand the knife which it was to thrust
into the heart of the Russian Revolution. . .

The Bolsheviks provided the ideology whlch masked
this campaign of counter-revolution; they strengthened
the position of the bourgeoisie and weakened that of the
proletariat”.

(R. Luxemburg: "The Russian Revolution", in: Rosa
Luxemburg Speaks"; New York; 1970; p. 378 380, 382).

Similarly, Rosa Luxenburg failed to see, even in a
country where the bourgcois-demdcratic revolution had .not
been carrled through, the revolutlonary potential of the
peasantry, ‘regarding it as, in the 13ng7run, a rcactionary
force =-=- a View which became a corncrstone of the trotskyite
thcory of "permanent revolution™:
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"Rosa Luxemburg . . . declared that Lenin . . .
.overlooked the . . ., fact that it (i.e., the peasantry
-- Ed,) would-certeinly, and probably very soon, go @
" ‘over again into the camp of reaction'.. )
- (P, Prbhlich: "Rosa Iuxemburg: Her Life and Work";
London; 1940; p. 113).

On the basis of this view, after the socialist revolution
in Russia in November 1917 she condemned the Bolshevik policy ®
of redistributing the land among the peasantry as "counter-
revolutionary':s . : '

. "The slogan launched by the Bolsheviks, immediate
seizure and distribution of the land by the peasants, . .
. piles up insurmountable obstacles to the sdcialist [
transformation off agrarian relatisns. . « . -
2 * Now, after the 'seizure', . . . there is an
enormous, newly developed and powerful mass of owning
peasants who will defend their newly won property
with tooth and mail against every socialist attack,
::The question of the future.socialisation of agrarian ®
economy . . . has now become a question of oppdsition
. and struggle between the urban proletariat and thé mass
of the peasantry. « « %
Now that the Russian peasant has seized the land
with his own fist, he does not even dream of defending
* Russia and the revolution to which he owes the land. . . . o
The Leninist-agrarian reform has created a new and
powerful layer of popular enemies of socialism in the -
: countryside, enemies whose resistance will.be much more
~~ ‘dangerous and stubborn than that of the noble large
landowners", i oy % a : L
(R. Luxemburg: "The Russian Revolution", in: "Rosa L
Luxemburg Speaks™; New York; 1970; p. 376, 377, 378).

Rosa Luxemburg saw the mass strike with economic aims
.+ . as the decisive Torm of the revolutionary struggle >5f the
working classs. » : v el ¥ ‘ ®

"The mass strike is merely the form of the

. revolutionary struggle. « . .. Strike action . . . is the
living pulse-beat of the revolution and at the same
time its’ most powcrful driving wheel. . . . The mass
strike . . . is . . . the method of motion of the
proletarian mass, the phenomcnal form of the proletarian
_struggle: in the recvolution. . « . .

" In this general picture the “purely political
demonstration strike plays quite a subordinate role. . . .
The demonstration strikes which, in contradistinction
to the fighting strikes, cxhibit the groatest mass of
- party discipline, conscious direction and political

. thought, and therefore must appear as the highest and
most mature form of the mass strike, play in reality
the greatest part in the bopinnings of the movement. « .

' The' podantic roprcscntation in which the pure
..political mass strike is logically derived from the ®
...trade-union gencral strikc as the ripest and highest
.8tagC « + o is shown to bo absolutcly falscs « e o
Tho movement on thc whole docs not procced from the
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oconomlé”to tho PoTitical” strugﬁlc. e Every-great
political mass action, affer—it hms:attained- 1ts~
polltlcal highest point, brcaks up 1nto :a.mass ‘of
cconomic strikcs., And.that applics not only to

coach of the grcat mass strikes, but als> to the’
.rovolution as a whole"

(R, Luxcmburg: "The Mass Strike, the Political - Party
and the Trade Unions", in: "Rosa Luxcmburg Spcaks'j----
New York; 1970; p. 182 183, 18&, 185) e

- ——

e e ———— e

But the oconomlc =~ strike, whlch-to Rosa Luxemburgv-
was the decisive form of the rcvolutionary struggle of the
working class, is predominantly spontancous in character:

_ "The mass strike cannot be .called at will, ‘even
whon the decision t5 do sov may come from the highest
committce of the strongest social~democratic party.

. The clement of spontancity . . . plays a great
part in all Russian mass strikes without exception. . .+ &
Tho clement of spontancity plays such a
prcdominant part . . . because revolutlans do not allow
anyone: to play the schoolmaster with them"
~(Re Luxemburg: ibid.; p. 187; 188).

:On the basis of the view of. the prodomlnantly
':spontaneous charactor of "the decisive form of the revolutionary
struggle" of the working class, Rosa Tuxcmburg opposed as
- "dangerous” and "Blanquist" Lenin's concept of the necessity
Tor a disciplincd vanguard party bascd on firm democratic
centralism, In hcer article "Orgaonisational Questions of
Social Democracy", first publishod In 190 as a review. .
of Lenin's "What 'is to bge Doney", she wr1tes~ :

"Lenin's centralism . . . is a mechanical
transposition of the organisational principles of
Blanguism into the mass movement of the s001a113t
working clasS. . . .

His~conception of socialist orgqnisntlon is quite
mechanistic, . . .

The tendency is for the dlrectlng organs of the
socialist party to play a conscrvative role. « +

Granting, as Lenin wants, such absolute powers

. of a negative character to the top organ of the party,
. we strengthen, to a dangerous cxtent, the conscrvatism
inherent in such an organ. . « .

The ultra~centralism asked by Lenin is full of the
sterile spirit of tho oversecr. It is not a positive
and creative spirit. Lonin's-conccrn-is -not:-ss-much
to make the activity »f the party morc fruitful as to
control the party -- to narrow the movement rather than
t2> develop it, to bind rathcr than to MNIL Y 1k

In the proscnt situativn, such an experiment would
be doubly dangcrous to> Russian social democracye. « « «

We can conccive of no greater danger t> the Russian
party than, Lenint's plan of »rganisation. Nothing will
morc surely cnslave a young labour movemont toO an
intellectual clitc hungry for powcr than this
burcaucratic straitjackct, which will immobilise the
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movement -and-turn it into an automaton.‘manipulated
by a Ccntral Committec”

(Ro Luxemburg: "Organlsatlanl Questions of Social
Democracy" in: Rosa Luxomburg Spoaks"° New York; 1970;

Rosa Luxemburgz shared w1th Leon Trotsky anti-Leninist
views not only on the question of the rolc o9f the peasantry
and cn the questi on of the organisation of the party of the
working class, but also on the question of the possibility of
building socialism in a single country: :

2w MOF course, even with the greatost heroism the
proletarlat of one s1ng1e country cannot loosen this
noose"

'(R. Luxemburg: iThe 01d Mole", 1n:-"Selected Political
Writings"s; London; 1972; pe 227) .

"The awkward position that the Bolsheviks are in
today, however, is, together with most of their
mistakes, a consecquence of the basic insolubility of
the problem posed to them by the international, above
all the German, proletariat. To carry out the..
dictatorship of the proletariat and the socialist
revolution in a 81ngle country surrounded by reactionary
1mper1allst rule and in the fury of the bloodiest world

war in human history -- that is squarlng the circle,
. Any“soclallst party would hqve to foil.in this task and
”_”rmuﬂL.m;_ g
(R..Laxemburg- "The Ru831an Tragedy i _1b1d., po 2L1-2).

And, 1ike Trotsky, ‘she atrived durlng ‘the . years before the
First World War to> bring about a rounification of the
Bolsheviks and the Mcnsheviks, i.c., to obliterate the
dividing line between Marx1sm—Lon1nlsm and’ reV181onlsm'

"The other plan wasproposod by Rosa Luxemburg
« «3 according to that plan, a -'unity conference'
(Biningungskenfercnz) was proposed "1n ordcr to restore
a united party! . « .

This last plan . . . Was only an attempt on the
part ©of Rosa Luxemburg to smuggle in the. 'restoration!

" of the sadly notorious !'Tyszko clrcle' (1Tyszko! was

the pseudonym of Leo Jogiches -- Ed,)"
(V.I. Lenin: "A Good Resolution and a Bad Speech", in:
"Selected Works", Volume lj London; 1943;: p. 209) .

Holding these views, Rosa Luxemburg could not but be
hostile to the Soviet. rcgime established in Russia under the
1eadersh1p of the Bolshcviks in. Nuvembor X937 2

"Freedom of the press, the rights of association
and assembly . . .have becn outlawed for all opponents
of the Soviet regime. . . . Without a free.and
untrammeled press, without the unlimited right of

. association and assemblage, the rule of the broad mass
.of the pcople is cntircly unthinkablo, s « o

Freedom only for the supporters of the government
e + o is no freedom at all, o o o

Lenin . . . is completely mistaken in the means

Bill Bland Internet Archive
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he employs. Decrce, dictatorial force of the factory
overseer, draconic penalties, rule by terror -- all
these things are but palliatives, . . « It is rule
by terror which demoraliscs., . .

With the repression of polltical life in the
land as a whdle, life in the Soviets must also become
more and more crippled. Without general elections,
without unrestricted freedom of press and assembly,
without a free struggle of opinion, life dies out in
every public institution, becomes a mere semblance of
life, in which the burecaucracy remains as the active
element. Public life gradually falls asleep, a
few dozen party leaders of inexhaustible energy and
boundless experience direct and rule. . . « At bottom,
then, a clique affair -- a dictatorship to be sure;
not the dictatorship of the proletarlat, however,
but only the dictatorship of a handful of politicians,
e o« o Such conditions must inevitably cause a brutalis-
ation of public life."
.(R. Luxemburg: "The Russian Revolutlon" in: "Rosa
Luxemburg Spcaks"; New York; 1970: p. 389, 391).

Following Stalln's statement that many of the serious
political mistakes committed by the Communist Party of
Germany were the result of Social-Democratic -survivals
which must be eliminated (Scptember 192l), the "Theses
on the Bolshevisation of the Parties of the Comintern™,
adopted by the Fifth Plenum of the BOCCI in March/April
1925, drew spe01qI‘httentlon to the” harmiuiness of Luxemburglsm-

Ve s swew s

. "The genuine assimilation of Leninism and its

practical application in the construction of Communist
. . Parties throughout the world is impossible without taking

into oonsideration the errors of very prominent
Marxists who strove to apply Marxism ts.the conditions
of a new epoch, without being wholly successful in
so doing.... .
" . .Among these -errors must be included those of ¢ & @
Rosa Luxemburg. The nearer these political leaders
are to Leninism, the more dangerous are those of their
views which, being erroneous, do not coincide w1th

Leninism",

-+ (Theses-:on -the Bvlshev1sat13n'0f ‘the ‘Parties of the

- =+ Comintern;—5thy-Plenum ECCT,~ imrs "International ‘Press
Corze2$endence”"~Vvlume 5——No. h7, June L th., 1925;
p. 1 ;

eaiman . . e amene —— VO A————veie - e

‘The thesos dcscrlbed the most 1mportant errars of
LIuxemburgism as follows: o .

"a), the non-Bolshevik method of presenting the
question of fspontaneity' 'consciousness!, 'organisation!
and the 'mass' , . . which frequently hampered the

~ revolutionary development of the class struggle,
prevented proper understanding of the role of the Party
in the revolution;

b) the under-estimation of the technical side of
preparing for revolt hampercd, and in some cascs even
now hamper, the proper prescntation 5f thec question of
lorganising revolution!;

c) the error in the question >f the attitude towards
the peasantrys
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d) equally serious were the errors committed
"by Rosa Luxemburg in the national question., The ®
repudiation of the slogan of sclf-determination.
(to support the® formation of independent states)
on the ground that’ under imperid ism it is 'impossible!
to solve the national question, led in fact to a sort
of nihilism on the national question which extremely
" hampered Communist work in a number of countries; ®
e) the propagation of the party-political
character of trade unions . « . was a great mistake
which evidenced the failure to understand the role
of the trade unions.as organs embracing all’the
workers, This mistake seriously hampered, and still
hampers, the proper approach of the vanguard to the ®
workihg class as a whole;
f) while paying Just “tribute to the greatness
of Rosa Luxemburg, one of the founders of the. Communist
International, the Comintern believes that it will
be acting in 'the spirit of Rosa Luxemburg hérself

if it will now help the Parties of the Comintern to ®
draw’ the ‘lessons from the crrors made by this great
revolutionary,

Without overcomlng the errors of ILuxemburgism,
genuine Bolshev1satlon is impossible', 5
(Ibld.’ p. 616)'

- In. November 1931 Stalin's 1vtter to the journal
"Proletarian. Revolutlon' -we-s—publishedy under-the title
of "Some Questions econcerning- the -History of Bolshevism!.
This reiterated in stronger terms the criticism made

.0f the theory and practice of Luxemburgism'

"Organisational and 1deologlcal weakness was a
characteristic feature of the Left Soclal-Democrats
not only in the period prior to the war.  fs is well
known, the Lefts retained this negatlve feature in
the post-war period as well, Everyone knows the
appraisal of the German Left Social-Demdcrats given @
* by Lenin in his famous nrtlcle '0n Junius's (i.e.,
Rosa Luxemburg's ~- Ed,) Pamphlet!, written in
October 1916, e« o in which Lenin, criticising a
number of very serious political mistakes committed
by the Left Social-Democrats in Germany, speaks of
'the weakness of ALL German Lefts, who are entangled @
on all sides in the vile net of Kautskyan hvpocrlsv,
pedantry, 'friendship'! for the opportunists; in which
he "says that 'Junius has not yet freed hcerself’
completely from the 'environment' of the German, even
Left Social-Democrats, who are alraid of a split,
are afraicd to express revolutionary slogans to the @
mll' . e . 0
.The' Lefts in Germany . ... time and again wavered
between Bolshevism and Mcnshevism. . . .
In 1903 ., . . the Left Socigl-Democrats in Germany,
Parvus and Rosa Luxcmburg, . « « came out against the
Bolsheviks. They accuscd the Bolsheviks of ultra- L
centralist and Blanqulst tendencics, Subsequently,
these vulgar and philistine cpithets were caught up by
the Mensheviks and sprcad far and w1de. .
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In 1905 . . . Parvus and Rosa Luxemburg . . .
invented the utopian and semi-Menshevik scheme of
permanent revolution (a distorted representation
of the Marxiam scheme of revolution) which was
permeated through and through with the Menshevik
repuc iation of the policy of alliance between the
working class and the peasantry,  and opposed this
scheme to the Bolshevik scheme of the revolutionary-
democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and the
peasantry. Subsequently, this semi-Menshevik scheme
of permanent revolution was caught up by Trotsky . . .
and transformed int> a wcapon of struggle against
Leninismg: - - 5

The: Left Social-Democrats in the West . . .
developed-the semi-Menshevik theory of imperialism,
‘rejected: the principle of self-determination of nations
in its Marxian sense (including secession and formation
of independent states), rejected the theses that the -
liberation movement in the colonies and oppressed
countries was of great revolutionary importance,
rejected the theses that a united front between the
proletarian revolution and the movement for national

‘emancipation was possible, -and opposed.this semi-Menshevik
hodge-podge, which was nothing but an underestimation
of the national and colonial question, to the Marxian
* scheme of .the Bolsheviks, It is well known that this
semi~Menshevik hbadge-podge was subsequently caught up
by Trotsky who used it as a weapon in the struggle
against Leninism, * B Q- '
* Such were the universally known mistakes committed
by the Left Social~Democrats in Germany,

I need not speak . , . of the mistakes they

committed in appraising the policy of the Bolsheviks
«. .. in.the.period.of the October Revolution, . . . -
e o fent.. . Of course, . . , they also have great and.. ...
~.impartant..revolutionary deeds_ta-.their credit... . ...

But this does not and cannot _remove. the. fact.that the.
Left Social-Democrats in Germany did commit a number
of very serious political and theoretical mistakes;
that they had not yet rid themselves of their Menshevik
burden", e e )
(JoV. Stalin: "Some Questions concerning the History
or Bolshevism", in: "Leninism"; London; 1924; p. 390,
391~2, 393-l) . - ' o

The letter was attacked immediately by the open
revisionists, such as Leon Trotskys

"There is included in it a vile and barefaced
calumny about Rosa Luxemburg. This great revolutionist
is enrolled by Stalin into the camp of centrism} . . .
Stalin should proceed with caution before expending
his vicious mediocrity when the matter touches figures
of such staturc as Rosa Luxemburg".
(L, Trotsky: "Hands off Rosa Luxemburg", in: R. Luxemburg:
'Rosa Luxemburg Speaks"; Now York; 1970; p. LL1, LL6).
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When the concealed revisionists threw off their mask
in 1956, they too strongly dendunced Stalin's Letter:

®
‘"Thpough it, sectarian views, especially on
Social-Democracy and its left wing, were fostered in
~ the 'CPG", " :
("Geschichte der deutschen Arbeiterbewegung: Chronik”,
Volume 2; Berlin; 1966; p. 278). : °

* Trotsky, in the article mentioned above, was also
indignant that in his letter Stalin had "credited" Rosa
Luxemburg :and Parvus (i.e., Alexander Helphand) with having
invented the theory of "permanent revolution", and pointed
out that in "On the Problems of Leninism", published in ®
1926, Stalin had "credited" Parvus and Trotsky with having
first put the theory forward. Stalin clarified his position
in January 1932:

"Tt was not Trotsky but Rosa Luxemburg and Parvus
who invented the theory of !permanent! revolution, ®
It was not Rosa Luxenburg but Parvus and Trotsky
who in 1905 advanced the theory of !'permanent!
revolution and actively fought for it against Lenin,
Subscquently Rosa Luxemburg, too, began to fight
actively against the Leninist plan of revolution. But
that was after 1905", L o
(J.V. Stalin: Reply to Olekhnovich and Aristov,
in: "Works", Volume 133 Moscow; 1955; p. 133, 134).

On January 8th., 1932, the orgen of the Commnist
Party of Germany "Rote Fahne" carried an article endorsing
Stalin?s- letter and declaring that the influence of Luxemburgism )
had been "the greatest obstacle" to the development of a
Marxist-Leninist Party in Germany:

"The Communist Party of Germany welcomes

Comrade Stalints letter as a document which calls upon

the German Communists to wage a fierce struggle ageinst ®
all social-democratic influences within the revolutionary
movement, against the remnants of Centrism and-

Luxemburgism within the Party. « . «

’ The failure on the part of the: German Left

Radicals in regard to the question of a complete

break with opportunism and Centrism had an adverse &
effect upon the whole course of the Spartacus League

during the war. Its after-effects were to be seen in

the vacillations and the actions of the various

ligquidatory and oppositionist tendencies in the CP
. of Germany and rendered difficult a clear fulfilment

of the role of the Party. Thus this failure of the ®
German Lefts became the greatest obstacle to the

development and victory of the revolutionary movement

of. the German proletariant?, '

("Gomrade Stalin's Letter and the CP of Germany", in:
"International Press Correspondence"”, Volume 12, No. L

January 28th., 1932; p. 73). ®
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An article written by Fritz Heckert and published

later in January 1932 to commemorate the anniversary
® of Rosa Luxemburg's murder, followed the same lines:

"Under the ideological leadership of Rosa

Luxemburg there arose the fundamentally false idea
regarding the nature of imperialism, which led to the
theory of the mechanical collapse of capitalism,

® From this again there followed the theory of the
spontaneity of the masses, who would wrest themselves
from the errors and crimes of the social-democratic
leaders in order to rally round the revolutionary
leadership. This also wags the reason why no steps
were taken to found an independent revolutionary party.

® It was not recognised that the party can be only the
advance~guard of the proletariat, its most progressive,
energetic and clearest part. These false ideas are
connected with other errors of equally great importance,
such as the failure to recognise the role of revolutionary
violence and the errors regarding the national and the

® peasant questions.

It is thanks to the after-effects of the social-
democratic trends in the Communist Party of Germany
that such big mistakes were committed in 1921 in the
March action and in 1923 in the October movement,
and that the Party was long prevented from developing
into a real Bolshevist Party owing to the actions of a
large number of renegades in its ranks. The eradication
of all false ideas is indispensably necessary for every
Bolshevik Party. Only recently, Comrade Stalin again
urgently called attention to this. . «

PS It would be a profanation of the two great Dead if
we sought to vie with the renegades in conserving
their errors",
(F., Heckert: "January 15, 1919", in: "International
Press Cdrrespondence", Volume 12, No, 23 January lith.,



