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\1HOS.bl .LhADJ;NG ROL.b? 

For some time the Polish government ·t:bfed to force the ne~., 
independent trade union "SOLIDARITY" to write a clause into its 
charter recognizing ''the leading role of the TJni ted 1iorkers Party" 
(the ·Polish governing r;>arty) . · ·· 

In the -other· ~a.st ~uropean self-styled' ''socialist" countries this 
leading role is taken for gran:ted. 

f3r~zhn~v, t:or example, · -is leader of the communist party·r. and head of 
st13rte. As leader of the party he can put forward the · course of. · . 
action· he thinks the state should ·folioT..r . . As head ·of ·state he · · 
Can USe . State power t~: -cruSh any 0l)p0Sition. tO h'iS planS, T•Th'ether . 
from insid·e or outside the narty. The party · '-Yill, of course, · use i ·ts 
powers of ideological persuasion to ensure that Brezhnev continues 
to have _ suc~ unlimited power. And so on. ... · · · 

Clearly some people :think that once an organisation has e·alled 
itself a <.;uiDW.l.Uli~t or ~>JO!'!cers' ·,;mrty it has a leading role for all 
time. :. . ... . . .. . . : r 

•.. 

If -parti~~ . ·-were . st~~ted by· saints and g\arantee.d qnly-:- to recruit 
saints,· .this . might be . a g~:>Od idea . . The· rest of us could go home · 
certain that our welfar~ ~ras in good hands.o · Howeve-r, in the real 
\'IOrld, the leading role of a party must be earned and not legislated. . . . 

All . society depends . upon .t_he productive working: class. · A. genuine 
communist .party .takes:. th~ s-tandpoint of · that class~ - " 

This does: -not , mean that . midd·le cl as~, · or -even · upper· class, people '·· · 
cannot .join . that · party, -provided t;hat they change their class · 
standpoint. .. · · · .. · 

.. 
Nor do.es it mean that all productive workers have to JO~n the 
party. Many may prefer to sit back, go out and enjoy themselves, 
or work theJr 't-7ay into anotper cla.ss~ Only :the advanced workers, · 
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willing to devote much of their time to advancing the interests 
of their class, will join the party. ~ 

The party is thus the leadership of the productive 'vorking class. 
But the only power '~hich it has is t.he power of pers11asion.\_ The 
party can persuade because· the class as: a whol~ ~ees . th~t tne 
party's policies · are in its interests.'·· ~ ; · · 

It is therefore not up to working class organisation.'s . to t.~ri te 
into their consti t1.1t ions the leading role of a co~nist uarty. 
It is up to. ~h~ co~unist party to earn that ~eading role~ 'The party 
can only. do :this by recruiting people with the . standpoint of 
the productive working class and casting out those who have lost 
this standpoint. . :L.... .. . ·-···· .. ·-·-; ______ ... - ·- ..... --. ··- -· ··4 ,._ ..... 

~ . .. . ,. 
IN BRITAIN. · ·· .... 

. ... . . . . :•\ 

There is no party in 3ritain representin~ the int~rest~ of ~he 
produ.ctiv~ wo~~~ng c1ass~ . This make~.- .1 t very difficult to analyse . 
issues like tt.;.e mini·- '3udget, the firemen~ s :pay claim, :etc , ... from 
a productive working class standpoint. 

''For ·e~-~le,_· ~ engi~e.e.r coui"d s~y that .. th.~· 'firemen should ~get. their 
18. 8%." Or ~ · ~in~r IJ}.ay consid.er -that a. nurse deserves.· more pay. · .But · 
hiEto:~;y ·has :.,ery few exampl'es of firemen· and n11rs.es standing up ··· 
fqr engineers . and mir:ers. An4 engineers -and '. m.t.ners have to ·pay the ·. 
rate's ·.and ta.xe~ .to ·pay t.he . firemen 'and nurses. · , .. · · · ·: .. ' · · ·· . 

, . .. .- • r ' .· ~ . • • : . . • • • . . . . 
The lesson is that, if you s·tand up for· somebody el.se'· ~ - ~~-ass 
interests ___ when you .a.r .e not capabl .~ of stanqing up !or .. your Ol•m, 
Y0'-1.. are .·inoirectly · attaGking y,our own •interests. .. · ... ·· 

r •, ' • • 

Another problem is op"{. osing Russian expansionism. Nearly everybody 
in tp.i_s co.u.n~ry has a~l interest in kee·ping .the Russians out. · The ·· 
productive~ l-Tork.~ng olass · has an interest 1._n kee~1ng ·them but .. The· .. : 
midd:t· ~ :cl as a has •. ·. The. capitalist . class· has.. ~tc . . ··And.,, in general, . · 
tha~ .' s : \o~her~ .. the·

1
_90inm1Jni ty : of. ~tere.sts ends. '· .... · . . . 

Yet another problem is starvation~ .in, the. Third ?!lorld ~ . In esse.nce, : ·. 
peopie ·are starving in "the . Third '\lior.l,~.: b·ecause there are. too tnany,: :· 
unproductive people here cons1tming too IIII.lch. But characters like 
Heath .. m.aintain. ,tnat .t.ne best .way .for.. workers here to· .. help · the .Third 
'~~lorld· is to · sac·r+.ffc~: .. their ,j ohs . . Then C~ylon~e ~r~orke:rs will be . · 
able to · do ·those jobs · for £4 a ltJeek and improve their standard· of · · 
living. Nobody mentions that the multinational firms and the 
unproductj.ve . 90n~ume.r~? .wi.ll .. 9,o we+l · .out of the increased profits ·and 
cheaper · ~6-~ds.~ .: . : .. . . ~'- ... · .. ·: : .. ,. :. · . : : · , ··. :·.::-; . ·: . · . ·. · 

. ~ . . ;.. . :. . . . ... ·' . . 
\'lhatever- the cr'isis the . ~apl't'illist class, the 'm'i.ddle class and the 
rest, will seek to turn it to th~ir pwn account. 

- ~ - -
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Until i..~--, _~~s- a -party capable- of l-lbrking out a wider perspective 
the. prod~ctive_. working class would be very foo+isb to support 
anyb~dy' ~ : class in~ere-sts but. its m-1n. . :"'{. . 

* • ~ ' 

--ULTRA-LEFTIST "STRTJGGLE" 
. ; .. ; .. . . ,,, . 

Class. Struggle, the ,journal of the Revolutio~ary Communis-t League · 
of Britain, gave advice to carlo~orkers in its November ·issue.· It 
denounced the "misleaders'', such as ATJEvl presidential candidates . 
DUFfY anQ: .WRIGHT, for the low pay increases offered to the Leyland 
arid :. Ford lo'Ork~rs. · 

It is, of course, commonplace for the ultra-left to d~nounce the 
neol)l,_e ·that ,the ~~<>rkers have actually chosen to vote · for as 

·misleaders. ·The -implication ·is that, if the workers ha~ "been l,n 
th.eii! r,ight mind, they would have voted for the ·ul tra..;le!t · 
candidat.e. · · 

However, the RCLB did not, to the best of our knowledge, have a 
.cand-idate. So one can only presume :that the RCLB regards .·u~ion.· 
ballots ·as some sort of capitalist conspiracy. . · -' · '' ·· -· : .... ~ 

• • I ~, ", • • ' .. 

What is left to' the hapless workers faced with opposition from 
government, employers, unions and m.i~lea~ers? The workers must 
"struggle", says the RCLB. · ... ·· ... · - . . 

•.,o•• •••••' • • • • e .. • • 

Struggle, of course, is excellent. ·However, · ac·t;;_·~l o~dinary t-Jorkers 
ha.,ve .. to - .engage in this · struggle. ·Being ordinary, 'they will be 
influenc.ed by management arguments such as declining ' world markets 
and no more cash in the kitty. Unless these arguments are answered, 
the .. strgggle will ~ collapse.- · · · · ·-

' so: f'~rJ '·the rank and ·. file ·have . shown no signs of being abie·to · · · 
answer th~se . arguments. The RCLB itself p.,..esents no analysis· of 
the car .4.:nduetry from a working class p6 i:.1t o~ view. : 

Thus .all tne·. RCLB_' s call for struggl e amounts ~o i~ sheer hypocrisy. 

KANG SHENG 
l . . ' 

The news was released . in Novelzlbe.r that .KA...IJ'G SHENG, . formerl.y Vice- · 
Chairman of the ·ce~trar .Committee, who died in 1975, has now been . · 
posthumously expelled from the Communist Pa.rty of · China. . . ... 

Reference to issues ·'of ·Peking Review for the late 1960s reveals 
that Kang Sheng .. was, . to a large ·extent,. responsible· for the 
interna~ion8:]. .. relati.ons . ··of the Communist Party. · • 

At that time ~ei.'tain .cliques. in each country Nere recognts·ed as -the 



genuine. leaders of . the working. class in,. that .. cou.I_ltry. Thus th~ 
Communist~_ ~ar1;y · of , B:ri.tain _(Mar:X~st-Lenl.n~st) was .. recogn;i~ec;l ·. 
in Britain. In numerous cases, the favo~red cliqu~ had _· its · leader 
individually recognised by the CPC. With any luck he might have 
his photo taken standing between Mao Tse-tung and Lin Piao. 

Leading members of such cliques · Rfte:g : ben~f;ltted from free trips · 
to China, travel and all expenses-·-p-a1:d; .. ·'Buffet -suppers at the 
Embassy wer~ _cq~on.place .... _Supplies . of free literature ·· were ·made ~ 
avatlable for t:Q.~ clique .to sell for its funds -. The~e w~e also ·· 
int~gi"Q1~ · .~ene~~t:s like · h~lp- in . mak:Lng. eo_ntacts. · · . :; ·. ·~ :·- _ 

. -

The --cliques supplie'd the CPC - ~i th acceptab'te lies . about . the excellent 
revolutionary situation in the various countries, thereby reinforc-
ing the ul;~~a-left cliqu_e .in the CPC i tse~f. · 

•• ' l 

The leade.rs~:i:p qf_ the . w'orkirtg ~las~ :J,.n ~Y c~u~trY.. will .b·e .:determined 
by that -working cl~ss itself. Recognition proved t.o be about the · 
dirtiest trick that cOuld be played on the International ~arxtet- · 
Leninist Movement. Half a generation of revolutionaries were 
brought. up to _believe that .Int ernational reoogni tion l.:ras wh.at ·counted. 

As for Kang Sh·e~g him~elf, nobo.dy ~hoUld e.sc.ap·~ · ciondemnatio~ s·~mply 
because he has died. Such condemnation cannot do him any harm. But, 
if we learn the lesson,. it can do the rest of us a lot of good. 

SACU - TO BROADEN OUT OR LIMIT MEMBERSHIP 
. . . . 

At __ ~he: i9.80 AGM of ·the Society for Ariglo-Chinese Understanding .the· 
f ,ollowing resolution ~~as proposed by the Po,lncil of Management·- · · 

. .. . •' . . . . . 

"This Annual General Meeting recognises that SACTJ's· aims are 'to 
promote understanding .and. friendship bet~.v-een · the British and . ·Chinese 
people'. ·These .aims do' not imply uncritical support for China's 
Party and Gov·ernment polic'ies. Apcordingly, this Annual ·General 
Meeting: (a) en<::ourages memhers who disagree with the apparent 

·,~. change~ , in China to remain in ?ACU; · . 
. i ·.~ · •.· · (b) calls for the promotion throughout SACU of open debate 

on the issues invol-ved." 

Some RCLB supporters proposed an aman~ment so that part of the 
resolution would read:- . . _ 
"These aims do not imply uncritical support tor all .China's Party .and 
Gove:rnment polici~s. ·Accordingly, in the · spirit . of promoting tp.e .· ... 
fundamen-tal aims of ·friendship and 11;nderstanding with the government 
and people of ,China ·and on the basis 6f ·serious investigation of ·the 
facts, this Annual General Meeting (a) e~courag3s m~mbers w~o have . 
some disagreements with the · changes in· m·~.ina, etc". . 

. . ' . . . . .. 
For the amendment, Chris Burf<;>rd said "It · is inevitable that ·people 
who believe China is going down the wrong road will drift out." An 
opponent said ''It is not . SACU'. s business to have friendship ~.,1 th the 
Chinese government''. The amendment secured only 12 votes. 
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