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IORKIRS RIJICT DEVOlUTION 
NOW OUT f IIC! 

THE WORKERS of. Wales and Scotland have voted against 
divis ions in the ranks of the British working class carried out 
in the name of phoney appeals to Welsh and Scottish 'nationa 
li sm' . There is no doubt that the backers of destructive devo 
lution, mainly the Labour Government, completely failed to 
realise that the referenda were taking place at a time when 
the British working class, in battle from john O'Groats to 
Lands End over collective bargaining, have never been more 
united. 

ln Wales devolution was rejected by a massive 4 to 1 vote, 
only a tiny 12 per cent being in favour of it. 

In Scotland, where devolution was thought to be so popular, 
less than a third of the votes were cast in favour. Since 
abstention could be counted as not ·supporting devolution there 
was , in effect, a massive, over two third s vote of 'No' tO 
devolution. 

The vote for devolution in Scotland, only 2 per cent more 
than the registered votes against, fell far short of the 40 
per cent held to be the lowest vote for devol ution which would 
justify setting up a Scottish assembly. 

The Labour Government may try to force through t)l.e set 
ting up of an assembly in Edinburgh just to retain the support 
of the Scottish nationalists in Westminster to stave off an 
election t ill autumn; but it will only be a tactical manoeuvre. 
There is no chance that the proposed devolution in Scotland 
can go ahead on the basis of so little support. 

The British working class has given the Labour Government 
a resounding rebuff on this issue. Having prevented thi s 
attempt to subject Britain to the divide -and - rule tactics of 
capitalism the working class must now take Britain out of the 
EEC to preve·nt its sovereignty and integrity from being 
merged in that capitalist combine. 

Vietnam fight back 
VIETNAM has rejected as 
utterly unacceptable the 
Chinese proposal for nego
tiations while Chinese forces 
are committing acts of brutal 
aggression against the Viet
namese people. 

The Vietnamese response 
was that this was s imply a 
trick to try to ·deceive the 
Vietnamese people and cover 
up their intensification of a 
war of aggression. They de 
manded that China withdraw 
all troops from Vietnam and. 
"respect Vietnam's indepen
dence, sovereignty and ter 
ritorial integrity" . 

The US faked a photograph 
of a s inking American war 
ship in the Tonkin Gulf to 
excuse their bombing of the 
cities of northern Vietnam. 
China makes no excuses for 
its war of aggression, simply 
stating that they "want to 
teach the Vietnamese ales 
son". 

But Vietnam's invincibility 
has always been the invinci
bility of people's war, the 
determination of men, women 
and children to defend the 
independence of their own 
land. The Vietnamese are 
waging people's war against 

the Chinese invaders who will 
inevitably find, as did japa
nese French and US inva
sion forces before them, that 
the Vietnamese will never be 
defeated or taught a lesson in 
Vietnam. 

The dreadful conclusion 
one is forced to reach is that 
the present rulers of China 
do not really care how many 
Chinese soldiers perish in 
an unjust war in somebody 
else's land. Since they have 
abandoned the socialist 
answer to a large population 
of increasing production to 
meet people 's needs, are they 
now practising the malthu 
sian remedy of reducing the 
population through war as a 
short cut to what they call 
'modernisation'? 

Many countries will ex
press their sympathy and 
support for the Vietnamese 
people who after thirty years 
of fighting to maintain their 
independence are once more 
having to throw themselves 
into battle. just when they 
were beginning to enjoy the 
fruits of peaceful production 
their factories and fields 
are once more being overrun 
by foreign invaders. 

Membe rs of the RCN lobbying Parliament over wages. Photo: Michael Abrahams 

Nurses pay talks founder on Govt indifference 
THE VOTE against ' limited 
industrial action ' in s upport 
of their pay c laim by the 
Royal College of Nursing is 
an example of the responsible 
concern felt by workers for 
the public whom they serve. 
The care taken by nurses, 
hospital workers, ambul
ancemen and a ll others wor
king in the public sector to 
see that their industrial 
action directed against the 
employers does not harm 
nor seriously inconvenience 
the people in their care has 
been one of the main features 
of the pr esent wave of indus
trial action. 

Unfortunately no such 
concern for the well- being of 
the ill and the injured in
spires the actions of the 
nurses ' employers, the State . 
One day after the decision 
taken by the RCN, talks bet
ween the Government and 
the unions over the nurses' 
pay claim broke down. There 
has not even been a settle 
ment of the 1978 claim, to 
say nothing of the 25 per cent 
increase demanded for 1979. 

Reluctantly, the Depart
ment of Health has been 
forced to make an improved 
offer, but it comes nowhere 
near meeting what the nurses 
have a right to expect. Nurses 
will be posting themselves 
outside government buildings 
in Whitehall as a reminder 
of their case and to br ing 
moral pressure to bear on 
the Government . But no capi
talist government, including 

the pr~ent-blbour Govern 
merit, has any moral scruple s 
when it comes to dealing with 
the working class . 

The working class as ,a 
whole have shown themselves 
prepared to fight hospital 
closures. T rade unions are 
s upporting public sector 
workers in thei r fight fo r a 
decent wage. Every section 
that has taken on the fight 
against the Labour Govern
ment is supporting the nurses. 
Nurses will have to show that 
they are ready to fight for 
themselves. By fighting for 
their claim they are fighting 
directly for the preservation 
of the hospitals and the 
Health Service. 

Whether the RCN goes on 
strike or not is not the issue. 
That is a tactic to be decided 
upon at the right time. The 
issue is that nurses cannot 
help those who need their 
care by depriving themselves 
of the means of backing their 
claim. They cannot rely on 
an appeal to the benevolence 
of an employer that serves 
only the interests of capita
lism. 

Ambulance drivers 
That this is indeed the 

case has just been proved by 
the ambulancemen. As a re 
sult of their one-day strike 
Ennals has paved the way for 
speeding up a settlement by 
declaring that ambulancemen, 
like the police and firemen, 
are a ·special case'. That 

means that mo~e can be 
offered to the ambulancemen 
without setting a precedent. 

What is quite obvious, 
from the way this concession 
has come about, is that as, 
far as the Government is 
concerned, what constitutes 
a 'special case ' is the ability · 
to hit the employer hard. The 
majority of the working c lass 
i s proving itself one huge, 
united 'special case'. 

Kent 
KENT ambulancemen have 
rejected a plea by local MP~ 
to call off their work-to -rule, 
voting instead to escalate 
their action in a fortnight 
unless they have in writing 
Ennal s' recognition that they 
will be treated as an emer
gency service, and paid 
appropriately. 

In a letter to the local 
paper, which had printed a 
headline, "Playing with lives 
i s a dangerous game", the 
Northfleet committee named 
the real culprits: "lt is the 
system and the men in 
charge, Ennals and Co. , 
that a llows 800 people with 
renal failure to die because 
they say that the £10, 000 
needed to supply dialysis 
machines per person is not 
available, But the Govern 
ment can close hospitals at 
a stroke irrespective of 
patients awaiting operations 
for heart and cancer condi
tions. Perhaps this is not 
considered as putting life at 
risk." 

'J 
" '~ 
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WHEN tax on buying homes over 
£15 000 was introduced in 1974, 
it could be plausibly argued by 
Labour that this was 11 soaking 
the rich 11

• But thanks to increases 
in house prices the number pay
ing duty has jumped fq~m 16 to 
43 per cent a few months ago. To
day, half of those buying houses 
cannot do so without paying the 
gOvernment some £100 and often 
more for the privilege. They 
raked in £95 million last year as 
opposed to £32 million in 1974. 
The government gives £110 in its 
new assistance plan to first time 
buyers,but takes most of it back 
in stamp duty. 

• 
THE OFFICE of Health Econo
mics announced recently that the 
original aim of the NHS, to meet 
all medical need, was no longer 
feasible. Shortages are suppo
sedly inherent, because of medi
cal advances! 

Under capitalism, medical 
advances become an excuse for 
shortcomings in a socialist so
ciety, medical advances will ful
fil the NBS's aim of serving all 
the medical needs of the people, , 

• 
THE UK's largest private sector 
employer, GEC, has taken on a 
new consultant, at a fee undis
closed -Henry Kissinger. 

• 

• 
THE REFUSAL of the Price 
Commission to accept price 
rises at British Oxygen has 
nothing to do with holding down 
inflation. The fact is that the 
Government, unable to impose 
sanctions on companies settling 
outside the 5 per cent guidelines. 
is using price controls as a puni
tive measure instead. 

The workers at BOC in their 
fight for a d~cent wage were not 
deterred by threats of sanctions. 
Would the Price Commission have 
been more concerned with BOC's 
'profi tability' if they had settled 
within the limit? 

• 
THE NUJ has expelled 96 mem
bers in the first round of discipli
nary action following the seven 
week provincial journalists' 
strike. Complaints against a 
further 500 members, who failed 
to follow instructions and take 
part in the union's first national 
s t rike against the Newspaper 
Society, have still to be heard. 
The stoppage secured an average 
increase of 14.5 per cent for 
journalists. 

[Hisioric Notes] The Kent and Sussex Lockout of 1878 
WHEN the harvest was safely 
gathered in in October 1878, far
mers in Kent and Sussex an.
nounced that daily wages were 
to be reduced from 2/6 to 2/2 or 
2/3d. Naturally the farmworkers 
resisted this repressive move 
and before long the fanners be
gan a lockout. The farmworkers 
in this area all belonged to the 
Kent and Sussex Agricultural 

" and General Labourers Union, 
one of several local Agricultural 
Unions formed around that time,· 
but which had not affiliated to 
Joseph Arch 1s National Union. By 
1878 the Kent and Sussex Union 
was 15 000 strong. 

Dear Editor, 
As the capitalist class becomes 
more and more aware of the threat 
to its well-being of an assertive, 
angry working class, it is fast 
trying to find effective ways of 
gaining the sympathy of its work
ers and ways of safeguarding its 
profit margins. 

One such firm recently issued 
a booklet to each worker Showing 
examples of ways to improve 
production, encouraging us to 

While the farmworkers faced 
a winter of even greater hardship 
than usual, after-dinner speakers 
at farmers' clubs praised the 
farmers' moderation, one such 
speaker told the Sevenoaks far
mers' club that they must look 
on labour. as a cnmmodity, and 
should not permit 'flesh and 
blood' considerations to influence 
their dealings with the men. 

The Union fought bravely but 
funds were badly depleted by 
payments to the locked out men 
and in December the Farmers 
began to evict the W'Orkers from 
their cottages. In despair the 
Union assisted about 500 of their 

Dear Editor, 
In regard to the wealth of de

tail in a recent issue of 'The 
Worker 1 dealing with the real role 
of devolution as the attempt to 
split the working class of Britain, 
already these reactionaries have 
found sympathetic ears within 
1England'. An organisation fin
anced by a capitalist charity, 
backed by Liberal and Labour 
MP's, called the Campaign for 
the North, for the last two years 
has been attempting to crank it
self into a movement.l~ ot only 
does this organisation advocate 
splitting the working class on 
an English-Scottish-Welsh bas is, 
they would have northern workers 

'"" split from southern, Ycrkshire 
workers from Lancashire workers. 

This organisation points out 
that unemployment, industrial 
decline, housing- general social 
and economic problems - are 
worse in many instances in the 
North of the country than in 
Wales or Scotland. InsteaP of 
demanding greater unity among 
workers to tackle and destroy 

put forward suggestions to a com
mittee especially set up for this 
purpose. Each idea would be put 
fOrward to the Committee and if 
found useful, the worker would be 
awarded a cash prize. The sum 
would vary according to the use
fulness of the idea. For example, 
one worker operating a punching 
press came up with an ide:a f()r 
·altering the cutting-board, wlii.ch the capitalist' enemy; they would. 
would double the life of the machine, have worker against worker. 
cutting the annual replacement As the devolution nonentity 
cost by half. For this idea he creaks on, we must expect to see 
was given £100, only a fraction more and more attempts.to frag-
of the savings made by the company. ment the class on sectanan and 

Such moves illustrate two things. regional so- called differences, 
On the one hand, the employers try all of which we must counter with 
to give credence to the idea that our working class unity' tested 
workers and employers have the in the class struggle against our 

same interest, and that employers employers. 
reward fairly for the skills of Yours fraternally' Leeds worker 

members to emigrate to New the situation in Britain today is 
Zealand, while those remaining very different. As the General 
had to accept the employers' Secretary of the NUAAW stated 
terms, although some farmers recently: " ... The old assump-
refused to reinstate Union men. tions are crumbling fast. In the 

Farmers today still talk of the highly mechanised agriculture 
'special relationship' they have today and tomorrow the skilled 
with their employees, but in real- farmworker is not so keen to 
ity farmworkers are still treated accept conditions that his father 
as a commodity, just as farmers did. There are areas of agricul-
were urged to do in 1878. As in any ture which can be particularly vul
any other branch of Capitalism, nerable to a well organised work
employers pay as little as possible force and it is to these areas that 
for the commodity of labour the Union may be looking .for a 
power. lead in the unending struggle to 

In 1878 farmers could easily achieve the financial rewards 
afford to shed a large part of for the efforts which dedication 
the agricultural labour force, but to the job has not produced.'' 

Imperialism bolsters Gulf states 
AMERICAN imperialism-, in 

panic over its defeat by the Iran
ian people, threatens to install 
an army · in the Gulf Area, to pro
tect yet another vital American 
interest, the flow of oil. . As an 
earn<>st;--ellrter sends $100 mill
ion worth of military aid to the 
puppet North Yemen government, 
to try to prevent the Yemeni 
people from aChieving a united 
democratic republic. 

This aid is being paid for by 

the Saudi Arabian Government whose 
whose 'secret' alliances are dis
played by its massive arms deals 
with Britain, USA and France. 

The Queen's recenfvisit to the 
Arab states was very much a 

workers. On the other hand, what 
we already know, that it is the 
initiative of the working class 

TEL E.G RAM A 

show of Bri-tish Imperialism's 
interest and concern in the region. 
The scheduled visit to Iran was 
cancelled but no doubt the assorted ~ 

Kings, Sheiks and Emirs that she 
met were grateful for the comfort 
she brought them . Certainly so if 
the lavish gifts showered upon her 
are anything to go by. But Britain 
has more to offer by way of supp
ort for feudal reaction than a 

that the employers rely on when 
they see their future in jeopardy , 
and their profits declining. The 
sooner we realize our own worth 
and also that our skills and sugg
estions ar:e not put to the use of the 
common good, but for the good of 
the capitalist class, then shall that 
class cease to exploit. We shall 
know the true value of our skills, 
and the benefits of a socialist 
society. 
Yours fraternally, 

A Hemel Hempstead Reader. 

FOR THE ATTENTIOt\ OF ~R. CALJ_AGHA~· - PRI~E ~~~·ISTER, 
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royal visit . In Oman, for example, 
the army is virtually officered by 
British servicemen on secondmert 
or with free-lance mercenary 
contracts. 

Soon all the puppets and their 
masters will discover that this 
area is of vital interest to its 
peoples, and that the peoples will 
be taking "any action that is app

ropriate 11to acbieve peace and 
i ndepe nde nee . 

Iranian workers curry tne revo1unon rorwurd 
The message of the 100 000 Iran
ian industrial, government and 
office workers and students who 
attended a rally at Teheran 
University was clear: no return 
to the old methods of govern
ment and repression: the revo
lution must continue. They 
called for the destruction of the 
repressive army of the state, 
the police and the Shah's army. 
The rally was only the outward 
face of the r evolutionary move
ment gripping all parts of Iran. 
Workers who went back to work 
following the successful uprising 
are forming Committees to run 
their factories and oil refinerie~. 
determining production, imports 
and exports. Attempts to impose 

censorship on the press, radio 
and TV by the government appoin
tees have been resisted and de
fied. The US military establish
ment and spy station were over
run and occupied. 

Faced with such a movement the 
Bazarkan government is taking 
steps to establish "law and order". 
They demanded the return of all 
weapons captured by the people 
during the three day uprising atid 
dubbed all opposition as anti
Islamic nnarchist treason. 
Bn.zarkan went so far as to 
threaten to resign if the demon
strations and "disruptions" did 
not end. The government alsa 
promised a referendum to push 
the "Islamic Republic" scheme 

on the people of Iran. 
The Islamic Republic is a tenth 

century concept which bears no 
relation to the latter part of the 
twentieth century. It is like try
ing to introduce feudal laws in 
modern Britain. Islamic laws 
were developed to suit the nature 
of a tribal society to give it co
hesion. The results were the 
Islamic crusades, the Holy Wars 
to establish the Islamic Empire. 
The much-publicised amputation 
for theft and other crimes has no 
Islamic significance. It is purely 
a weapon of terror just like de
tention, isolation. torture and 
murder practiced by every repres

sive regime from South Af1ica 
to Northern Ireland to intimidate 

the population. The "Islamic 
Republic" has nothing to do \vith 
Islam and everything to do with 
oppression of one class by another. 
It is one thing for the Iranian 
workers to pray fo Allah five 
times a day. It is quite another 
to leave their destiny in the hands 
of the Mullahs and Immams who 
claim to speak for him. 

The revolu tion in Iran has 
nothing to do with Islam: v..ritness 
the terror it caused the rulers in 

.the heartland of Islam, literally 
its Mecca, Saudi Arabia. It will 
stand as an outstanding chapter in 
the history of proletarian revolu
tions. but it is still a long way 
from being finished. 
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THERE has never bee n a time wl>en Marxism, as a key to 

understanding the wor ld we live in, has been under such con
certed attack by a ll the anti-M a rxist hacks serv ing the bour
geois media. 

Thi s ideological c"ounter -revolutionary movem e nt is , in 
fact, a tribute to Marxism' s cogency. The consequences of 
capitali st production, not really being concerned with making 
things for people to use , only with mak in g profits no matter 
what happen s to people in the process, a re obvious for every 
one to see. Equally obvious, particularl y in Britain at this 
very moment, i s the fact that capitalism in its constant 
search for profit kee ps running into an absolute ly bas ic clas s 
contradiction: the human laboure r, in that portion of time he 
is not paid fo r his work , c reates all profit; but th at same 
human labourer, organ i sed with hi s workmates , is the grea 
test ene my of profit. That is the contradiction which has broken 
our into the open in this country, whatever attempts are made 
to cover it up with ta lk about the fi ght against infl a tion, or 
the need to create conditions for investment to prevent even 
greater unemployment . 

To descr ibe the way the c ap itali st search for profit brings 
about the negation of its very all-consuming objective, Marx 
formulated the law of the falling rate of profit. This is the 
tendency of the rate of profit, which depends on the cre ation 
of surplus val ue, to decline as the capita li st seeks an imme 
diate advantage over compet itors by substituting machiner y 
for workers, who ar e the only source of surplus value. 

As a result, industries which once were highly profitable 
cease to be so a nd are abandoned by free -enterprise capita
li sm and left to the capita list state to finance out of taxes paid 
largely by the working class. In the olde r capitalist countries, 
and particula rly in Britain, the oldest of all, industry after 
indust r y has been taken up and then dropped in this way - coal, 
i ron , steel, rail transport, shipbuilding, the motor car and 
aerospace indust r ies. The consequent growth of bureaucratic 
cap italism has gone so far in a country like Britain that over 
SO per cent of the working class are more or less directly 
employed by the state and a ny class struggle over the r ight 
of collective bargaining tends to become a conflict between 
workers and the state. 

The capitalists' answer to the falli ng rate of profit is to 
lengthen the working day (cons ider the necessity of ove rtime) 
or to intensify the labour-e xploitation (through, for example, 
productivity deals) of those workers st ill employed; but thi s 
runs into strong opposition from the trade union movement. 
Monopolisation not only enables capitalists· to maintain arti
ficially high prices, at the cost of inflation of course, it also 
counters the strength of organised workers by limiting their 
choice of employer. But in spite of all such palliatives the law 
of the falling rate of profit grinds inexorably on and there is 
a continuous flight of capital to any place where the labour 
force is not so we ll organised. The e xport of capital can be 
seen as capitalism 's destruction o! lts own industrial foundation 
as the only way of humbling and disciplining the organised 
working class at hom e . 

Back to coercion 
Politically speaking what we are see ing in a country like 

Britain is the end of the phase of c apitali s m in which relatively 
li tt le overt coercion of the working c lass was required beyond 
the natural laws of capitalist production and the workers' 
dependence on capital for the sale of their labour powe r to 
li ve . It was otherwise in the early days of primitive accumu
lation when the r ising bourgeois ie had to appeal to the state 
authority to regulate wages, restricting them within limits 
suitable for amassing surplus value, to lengthen the working 
day and keep the worker in a condition of dependence. In 
capitalism's decli n<" there is a retutn to that same need for 
the state author ity to fix wages, to prolong the working day 
and to use control of the purse strings of the public services 
to keep working people in a condition of dependence. 

Left to itself there is only one direction in which capital ism 
can be led by these contrad ictions - to fasc ism and war. The 
working class in Brita in has no alternative but to make revo
lution to prevent \var and to establish tl1e dictatorsh ip of the 
proletariat in order to put a n e nd to capitalism's contradic
t ions by socialism . 

The witics of Marx have always gloated over his alleged 
error of showing how revolution would overtake the industr i
alised world whe n such social upheaval s were actually going 
to occur elsewhere. But in the perspective of the firm a nd 
lasting e stablishment of a dictatorship of the prole tariat it 
may well prove to be the case that the oldest cap italist coun 
try will also be the birthplace of soc iali sm as a pe rma nent 
a lternative to explo it atLve systems. From a revolutionised 
Britain a proletarian way of life , thought and action could 
spread to the rest of the world. 

*IN BRIEF 
THE SOCIETY of Radiog raphers 
has shown the positive role that 
a profession::~l as sociation can 
take. They have condemned the 
use of unqualified r:1diographers 
to X-R:-t.v prisoners. They say 
that qualified radio graphers were 
only used in 11 of our 52 prisons, 
which showed "a lack of apprecia-

tion of health hazards on the pa1i 
of the Home Office " . 

Since they rai~ed the question, 
two pri sons have fallen in line 
with the joint dem:mds of the 
Society of R adiographers and 
the College of Hadiographers. 
Showing that o rganised workers 
can take steps to protect their 
skills and civil liberties, the 
Society is now stepping up i ts 
c:unpa.ign. 
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liE STATE OF BRITAIN/Agriculture 

Government attack on British farming 
IF l:VEH. the futility of the Labour tion {me::~.surecl in kilos pe r hencl 
Party dream of reform within per yea r) of lamb and mutton has 
capitali s m needed demonstration , dropped from 9 . 6 in 1970 to 
the sad case of British agri cul- 7.6 in 1976 :md 7.0 in 1977. For 
ture would provide it. As recently bacon and h ~nn the figures ~re 
as 1975 the White Paper ''Food 11.4, 8.5 a nd 8 .9. For fish S.!l, 
from our own resources" aimed 8 .4, and 7.4. Con sumption of 
at Britain becoming self- suffici- beef, mill<. cheese. poultry and 
ent in agriculture in the next few eggs ha s remained roughly con-
years . The White P :-tpe r embodied stant. The decline in consump-
the hardly nmbitious hopes of tion of sugar, potatoes and wheat 
Labour p::~. rty supporters and the flour. it cou ld be argued, mi ght 
modest projections of conserv- lead to a more bal anced diet. But 
ative s cientific opinion. EVery word the only product whose consump-
of th at document has been cast to tion has risen i s alcohol. 
the winds by the latest Govern- That there is an absolute de-
ment White Paper 'Farming cline in the diet of the Bri ti sh 
and the Nation'. people in 1::11s decade is most 

Properly speaking it i s not clearly shown in the drop in per 
even a White Paper, but a car- capita consumption of ~mimal ru1d 
i cature of one, being essenti ally vegetable protein. Measured in 
a statement of the government 's grams per day the figures given 
r efusal to plan for agri culture. by the White Paper for the snme 
It concludes: "'!'his White Paper three years are 52.5 falling to 
s ets out no precise aims, for in 51.4 and 50.8 for the one , and 
th e agri cultural context these for the other :33 .6, 31.7 and 31.9 . 
have little meaning". Energy value or food (in kcal s 

The cause of this volte- face per head per day) has dropped 
is the EEC, whose harmful effects from 3 110 to 2920. 
the Paper makes little attempt How could such high prices 
at concealing. "Our food imports and impoverished diet occur? 
cost more than if we were not We provide two-thirds of the 
a member. Prices are well above .food we grow ourselves, and over 
the levels that apply to Brit~sh half of our total food supplies. 
p.roducers and are generally We are self- sufficient in feed-
higher than efficient produers grain (a recent achievement) , 
require. "They unashamedly poultry, and are a net exporte~ 
admit "the substantial net resource of eggs. 82 per cent of our meat 
cost that the Common Agricult- is home produced. Even the pre-
ural Poli cy imposes on our sent government is of the opinjon 
economy . nwe can no longer seek that in fiv e years the net product 
"the maximum output increase 11 of British agriculture might be 
they say, because while we are "10 or 20 per cent higher in real 
in the EEC 11l arge increases in terms. n · How is it, then, that 
resources available to agricul
ture can be made only by increa"'" 
sing the domestic and import 
prices of temperate foodstuffs. 11 

Nowhere i s EEC membership 
que s tioned. 

The reality behind the glib 
phrases i s even more shocking. 
There has been a fall in the con
sumption of various essential 
foodstuffs in Britain. Consump-

we are only 45 and 43 per cent 
sel'f - sufficient in apples and 
pears? Has the British climate 
changed? Or has the British pub
lic succumbed as the White Paper 
says to the 11 advanced marketing 
promotion" of taste less because 
unripe Golden Delicious"? Why 
with bacon and pork are EEC im·· 

por~r~sidised to sell at low
er prices in the British market? 

Britnin i s the mo_st efficient milk 
p~·oduccr in EUrope. Yet we :tre 
only 68 self- su ffici ent in milk 
products. The EEC forbids the 
Briti sh industry to produce more 
milk, and even more so to turn 
it into buttet·. We import 20 per 
cent of our potatoe s , wh en we 
have been self-sufficient s ince 
the war. How ludicrous thnt we 
import nenrly 70 per cent of our 
sug:n, when beet is so ensily 
gi'Own. 

According to the \Vhite Paper 
British agriculture is good at 
producing food. but bad at "mar
keting" and needs to learn the 
advanced selling techniques of 
competitors. But who i s it that 
prevents home-produced food 
from even getting to the shops? 
Why should there be less sheep on 
the hills and moorl ru1ds? The 
government is keen to encour::~.ge 
the export of l amb, but only be
cause it comm ands even higher 
prices than here. 

The whole of our agriculture, 
it seems, is a victim to the h ap
hazard demands of the import 
and export trade in home 
produced food , which is totally 
unnecessary and indulged in sole
ly for the profit of the traders. 
In the decade when we have been 
eating less and les s, exports 
of food from Britain have risen 
by 60 per cent between 1972 
and 1977. 

Nor o.lre the prospects bright. 

We have the l argest fields in 
Europe , yet do nOt make our 
own harvesters. Although we 
import half our fertilisers, there 
are no plans to increase the 
chemical industry. 

If it were not for the ignorance 
and paucity of information of the 
White Paper (a mere 36 pages.') 
one might suppose its authors had 
read Karl Marx. Their one 
correct assessment is that npro
duction cannot be an end in itself 
but must meet the needs of the 
market.'' Whose market? 

Comparability is not 'fair ploy' 
LORD P EART i s recommending 
Government :tcceptance of a "pay 
comparnbility study" for 600 000 
civil servants within the next 12 
months in orde r to take the heat 
out of the fight over wages of the 
civil service unions. 

.The Civil and Public Services 
Association and lhe Society of 
Civil and Public Servrmts imme
di ately made it clea r that this 
propos al would no t make them 
ca ll off their nction. 

The comparability stmly 
offered to public service workers 
:md floa ted in the 'concordat' is 
no new idea. It has been the 
pri nc ipl e determining civi l ser
vice pay since 1956 :md has been 
presented to civil service work-

ers as a means of getti ng 'fair' 
wages without struggle. But 
Civil Service workers are pre 
sently having to fight to make the 
Gove rnment honour the agree
ment. 

Forcing the Government to 
meet wage cl::tims on the basi s 
of comparabil i ty studies is a 
sound tactic in the struggle being 
waged by civil service workers. 
But to ::tg ree to give up the fight 
for wages for the kind of long
term compnrabilit.v schemes be
ing proposed by both Pe art and 
Th atcher would be m adness . 

The re suit of 'Pm' Research' 
in the Civil Service, .whi ch was 
supposed to remove the pay of 
civil servants from the fie ld of 

politics , has. in the past, simply 
made them the first to suffer 
from government pay policies. 
Making wage rises consequent on 
other workers' pay encourages the 
fal se idea that there can be such n 
thing as a 'f::~.i r wage' in a capital
ist socie ty and if. on the basis of 
m aking all wage claims parity 
claims, no workers challenge 
the employers' guidelines, real 
wages will decline di sastrously. 

Public service workers are 
fi nding in struggle that it is the 
collective stre ngth of the working 
cl ass which wins demands, not 
different sections looking over 
their shoulders at each other to 
see that nobody i s ge tting ahead. 
Some group must lend. 
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Datu workers in · struggle 
WHILE civil service mem
bers of SCPS push their claim, 
Post Office Branch members 
have been pursuing a 20 per 
cent claim on their ow'n ac-
count. 

,, 
The claim, which is for 

parity with the mainstream 
of administrative and engin
eering grades in the PO has 
been on the table for at least 
three years. Meanwhile 
people doing the same job 
for the same employer in the 
same area can have differ
ences in wages of over £1000 
a year. 

The Post Office Data Pro
cessing Service has been 
hard hit by poor wages. 20 per 
cent left last year in Bootle. 
One disturbing trend is for 
more experienced pro
grammers to leave the PO 
and seek work outside; once 
again the difference in wages 
is measured in thousands of 
pounds. 
· Fed up with being fobbed 

off, SCPS members in POOPS 
took limited industrial action, 
setting management a dead
line to produce proposals. 
Almost all branches record
ed large majorities for ac
tion - the call came from 

and has been carried out by 
ordinary members. A clear 
intention was also expressed 
to step up action and para
lyse key computing centres 
if there! should be no res
ponse or no possibility of 
negotiating on the reply. The 
action produced the desired 
result in that the PO were 
forced into making some sort 
of r ep! y - they responded 
with proposals for the com
plete restructuring of all 
grades, which would be 
financially acceptable to 
SCPS members . 

The PO document also has 
two other objectives; to delay 
settlement and to set their 
workers at each other's 
throats. It insists that before 
anyone gets any money all 
unions must agree on the 
complete set of proposals. 
Not what was wanted: The 
SCPS is not quarrelling with 
any other union, only with 
management. Nor is a fur
ther delay acceptable, the 
claim has been waiting too 
long already. The members' 
unity and strength have 
forced management to meet 
one deadline; now they must 
be given another to pay up. 

Exeter hospital workers on the march - 8th Feb. 

Bank 
• opening 

fight 
MEMBERS of the National Union 
of Bank Employees (NUBE) have 
begun action against Saturday 
opening, among other things. 
Banks, including Barclays, 
National Westminster, and Mid
land are following Lloyds example 
to open at weekends in order to 
increase their profits, while not 
even offering overtime to the 
workers. In other words, the 
employees are to have even less 
free time in a job that is deman
ding enough as it is. 

NUBE stresses that it is op
posed to Saturday openings. Its 
members have grown in strength 
and numbers, and are taking a 
very principled stand against 
their employers. Lloyds NUBE 
members in Bristol have already 
picketed their banks over Saturday 
working and the introduction of 
new machinery which is designed 
to create further unemployment. 

The battle lines are cti-awn, 
even iri this industry- the 'safe' 
of capitalists. 

Photo: Exeter Flying Post 

Dirty work by Government 
'DIRTY jOB' workers - made 
dirty by the Labour Govern
ment' s disgusting attitude 
to their wage claims, have 
been asserting themselves 
in no uncertain way during 
the last few weeks in Bristol, 
bringing to the notice of 
their fellow workers just how 
intolerable are the conditions 
under which they work. 

For example, the dirty 
job of disposing ot refuse in 
A von has been turned into a 
dirty farce by Avon County 
Council's ineptitude. They 
hedge round the woblem in 
the comfort of their com
mittee meetings trying to 
save the pennies, while 
Bristol's rubbish doesn't 
burn. The incinerator at 
Avonmouth is already wor
king beyond capacity and 
actually broke down last 
summer under the weight, 
but the problem was only 
postponed, not solved, and 
now the incinerator workers 
are on strike about wages 
and conditions. But still the 
Council cannot bear the idea 
of actual! y having to spend 
some of the billions that 
have been saved nationally 
by Government underspend
ing on a new incinerator 
costing £6-7 million, a mere 
drop in the ocean when it ' s 

profit-making they're talk
ing about. But when it's an 
essential service to do with 
public health and safety 
where the only 'profit' is an 
improved environment and 
cleaner cities, then the 
coffers are closed. 

But inane suggestions flow 
readily in place of the cash, 
ideas like hiring British Rail 
to carry out the rubbish every 
day by train to a site in 
Buckinghamshire, a site also 
to be used by the Greater 
London Council: Oh what a 
county fair shall that be
come: It should nicely de
value some of the big estates 
in the county. But worse than 
that, the rubbish problem 
gets dumped at someone 
else's door to solve. 

Perhaps instead of the 
bourgeoisie working out 
great cheap plans (no plans 
at all) to dispose of the 
nation 's rubbish, we should 
have a contingency plan to 
put a final stop to their rub
bish and get on with the job 
of sorting out these matters 
to suit our own needs. The 
men at A vonmouth incinera
tor know the solutions and 
are staying out on strike till 
the question of pay and con
ditions are sorted out. 

Labcur Government sup-

port grows thin while the 
rats grow fat. 

150 workers came out at 
dawn last Wednesday on a 
lightning strike from Manor 
Park hospital for acute geri
atrics, Bristol. They ex
pressed their disgust at the 
derisory 9 per cent pay offer 
where many take home £36 
for a 40 hour week. 

"We are all loyal, but we 
can't live on loyalty," said 
their union spokesman. 

Workers forced into this 
extreme position of having 
to interrupt their essential 
work of caring for the sick 
and aged in order to have to 
fight the Government for a 
decent living wage arouse 
only the fullest sympathy 
and support. Their work is 
nobler than the term 'dirty 
jobs', which only describes 
how successive Labcur and 
Tory Governments have neg
lected their area of work. 

Their fight for decent 
wages is a fight to maintain 
staffing levels at the hospi
tals, to attract new staff, 
generally to maintain the 
Health Service which the 
present Labour Government, 
in its cold disregard for the 
health, wealth and safety of 
the working class, seems 
bent on destroying. 

Brighton Oustmen's Strike 
AN INTERVIEW with a Brighton Corporation dustman - one of 
500 GMWU members on strike in a pay dispute. Police have 
arrested 43 men on the picket lines at the refuse tip in the 
past fortnight. 

Question. What is the dispute all about? 
Answer. It's really two disputes in one- involving the natio
nal claim of £60 for a 35 hour week and also a local problem. 
Four men at the tip went on strike to support the national 
claim and us dustmen r,efused to cross their picket line. We 
offered to do essential work, clearing hospitals and gritting, 
but the Corporation tried to provoke us by not paying our 
wages for two weeks. Instead of striking we banned overtime 
and worked to rule. Then the Council brought in contractors 
to do our work. So we did go on strike. 

Q. What was your reaction to the private contractors? 
A. We set up a mass picket at the main refuse tip to prevent 
the contractors from dumping the rubbish. We asked the 
drivers not to cross the picket lines and they said they would 
get the sack if they didn't. We pointed out that their firms 
would be blacked in future if they did cross. 

Q. What was the role of the police? 
A. There have been as many police as pickets every day. 
They have stopped us picketing properly and prevented us 
sometimes from speaking to the drivers. Their main job has 
been to make sure the lorries get past us. Eventually we 
began to sit in the road so that our union leaders could speak 
to drivers properly. Then the police started arresting us. In 
one day alone last week 32 men were held for obstruction . 

Q. What do you think of the Labour Government's part in all 
this? 
A. It's clear that the Government is against the claim and 
it's doing all in its power to hold wages down. Although we've 
had support from local Labour Party councillors, their Labour 
Government isn't on the side of the workers. In fact, Callag
han is the best Tory we've had for a long time. 

Q. The press has been saying the ratepayers are suffering 
because of the dispute. How do you feel about that? 
A. In no way do we wish to inconvenience the public. We 
want a settlement, and we talked last week for 14 hours non
stop to try to end the strike. But the Corporation didn't budge 
a,n inch,, Our argument is with them, . not tile public". After alL 
my weekly' average take-home pay ls~i:43; · inCiudin·g- all · ~ 
b_onuses. That's to keep me, my wife,.\'nd three kids. 

. ~ ."\;· 

Q. How do you see the dispute going -in the next week or so? 
A. Well, it is(l't just about money - it's about defending our 
union-'-1Jlis-is an attempt to break the trades union movement. 
We feel more determined and united than ever. 

Bookshops .- ·, 
Bellman·Bookshop 155 Fortess Road, London NW5 
Brighton Workers Bookshop37 Gloucester Road,Brighto 
Main Trend Books 17 Midland Road, St. Philips, Bristol 
Northern Star Bookshop 18A Leighton Street, Leeds 
Basildon Booksfall Tues, Fri, Sat Marketplace 
Hull Bookstall Old Town Market, Saturdays 
Liverpool Bookstall every Thursday Liverpool University 

The Worker 155 FOR TESS ROAD, LONDON NW5 
6 months £2. 50 (including pOstage) 
1 year £5. 00 (including postage) 

NAME .. 

ADDRESS. 

Public Meetings ·· · -
London 
March 9 

All meetings are at 7. 30 p.m . 

Out with the Labour 
Government. 

Bellman Bookshop 
!55 Fortess Rd NW5 

London Public Meeting 

In solidarity with Vietnam 
• 

Conway Hall Red Lion Square 
March 23 rd at 7.30 pm 


