





London: social democracy

or education

In line with the Labour Govern
ment strictures on education
spending, the Ii}per London
Education Authority has agreed
a third year of "standstill
budget" and "nil-growth", The
policy for the year 197778 is
being dressed up as a very fine
cut indeed!

It is said that because of a
severe fall in the numbers of
school children (accelerated by
the exodus of job seekers from
London) 600 fewer teachers will
be required to maintain the same
ratio of teachers to pupils over-
all. Instead of cutting in this
manner the ILEA has agreed to
"try to employ the same number
of teachers next year, as in
1976-77" (our emphasis). There
is no reference to the situation
after 1978 nor to the Govern-
ment's stated aim to rejuvenate
the inner urban areas. It admits
that there will be savings in
capitation and other items,
money that is, spent on books
and other essential equipment.
In fact the authority has already
cut by axing jobs - 500 by
'natural wastage' in summer
1976 and only the opposition of
the Inncr London Teachers
Association prevented a similar
occurrence the preceding year.

The effect of cuts in inner
London has been devastating.
Here are just two examples. In
Clapham a school with class
size up to 40 lost one teacher
because of a fall in the school
role. The children are now
without a remedial teacher to
help poor readers and the
size of the classes is still over
35. 1n the middle of Brixton
a headmistress of an infants
sehool commented that the fall
in the school population meant
that for the first time teachers
were beginning to get to grips
with the real educational
problems in a manageable size
of class. Now because of the
cuts the tide has turned,

What is expected of inner
London teachers in return for

v

this of potage? The

tho:i wants freedom to deploy
teachers where they are needed,
(As if they are not needed wherce
they are, and more of them be-~
sides, to perform their task).
Pressed to say if any teachers
would lose their jobs the leader
of the TLEA said: 't a teacher
in Hammersmith who has just
bought a flat in Ealing is asked
to move to the north~east cor-
ner of Hackney, she might say
'I can't'. Each transfer and
unfilled vacancy means one more
unemployed teacher prevented
from exercising his skill in the
great task of education,

In reality it is hoped that
teachers will acquiesce in edu-
cation cuts - in return for a bag
of wind. Ti is only the present
passivity and quiescence of inner
London teachers that could allow
such an idea to be contemplated.
But it is their strength and or-
ganisation which have ensured
that such an education service
exists. It is unthinkable that they
would shirk from their respon~
sibility actively to defend it.

Amid the confusion some claim
that acceptance of the authority
policy 1s in defiance of Govern-
ment policy. Too subtle to bother
the Government, which dememds
acceptance of cuts in education,
The Tories, conveniently and
predictably, double whatever cuts
are proposed by Labour,, thus
rendering the Labour cuts a most
respectable aspect!

But what does it matter if we
lose our education through the
agency of the 'lesser' or the
'greater' of the two evils, if they
can be so distinguished? 1n truth
there is only one evil, a ruling
class which cannot live with edu~
cation or any other advance for
workers. The best way to learn
from the workers in Oxfordshire
(see last issue of The Worker),
is not by applauding from the side
line but by the active defence of
educalion against all comc
Dare to fight for education.

Successful China Meeting
held in London

The room at Conway Hall, Lon-
don, was packed on Friday,
October 8th for a meeting held by
the CPB(M~-L) to celcbrate
China's National Day, the anni-
versary of the foundation of the
People’s Republic of China, The
speakers had visited China this
summer as delegates from the
CPB(M-L) invited by the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of China,

The chairman opened the
meeting with a tribute to Mao
Tse Tung, speaking of the irre-
parable loss and grief caused
to the world's peoples by his
death a month ago, The meeting
stood for a minute's silence.

The first speaker then spoke
about his impressions of leisure
and culture in China. He des-
cribed the living conditions in
Shanghai where before liberation
in 1949 the people had lived in
"dragon's huts' (hovels); now all
he saw were workers' "'5-story
blocks" - well-built apartments
in green and spacious surround-
ings where the rent is just 3
per cent of the worker's income,

The speaker went on to describe

the importance of culture in
Chinese life, a particularly finc
example being © display on a
commune given by Little Red
Soldiers - children of 10 and 11
- ineluding gymnastics, which
demonstrated great ability and
skill by the youngsters,
Socialist organisation and
achievements of agriculture in
China was the topic chosen by

the second speaker 1n that land
where hunger and starvation
reigned before liberation, now
the Chinese people can feed all
their population of 800 million
because they themselves are in
control of their own affairs. He
described the countryside as
being full of people, busy ga~
thering in the rice harvest and
planting the new crop, aud his
impression of the people them-
selves - serene and dignified,
confident in the knowledge that
they are relying on their own
efforts and achieving what would
haye been impossible without
socialism The delegation had
visited homes of agricultural
brigade members, finding a re~
laxed and ftiendly af. phere ,

Four thousand people assembled in Oxford on Sep

ber 21st in defe

of education. The counctl which

was discussing its education budget on the day was forced to defer its decision.

The motor

industry -

act together

Leylands, Fords, Chrysler's,
Vauxhalls all at sometime or
other have eruptions of strikes
and stoppages, along with count-
less suppliers in the Motor Trade.
Workers strike for genuine
grievances, and against outmoded
procedures and had management,
An expression of this was the
destruction of the senlor staff
canteen at Fords, Dagenham,
when management tried to send
home night shift workers who
questioned a management ruling.
There is also g continuing
process of management trying to
screw the workers down. For
confirmation of this one has only

to read of the'threat by Leylangda.,.eib® lower paid and has

that unless workers conform to
new work schedules they will not
ask the Government for the
money to invest in the new Min{.

That workers have aquiesced
in order to stay in work is a na-
tural safeguard of ones job in the
present circumstances, Whether
it ever works out like that remains
to be scen.

In maki |; all the above points
and knowing them to be'true,
there is another side to this story

Capitalism corrupts.

There is also an element in

the strikes in the Motor Industry

done by =211 at that busy time of
year, with no feeling of tension or
stress.

The last speaker began with a
question from the poem by Mao,
"Who rules over man's destiny?"
and said that she saw the answer
to this question on her visit to
China. She described how the
Chinese people exercise control
over their future in industry.,
from the Y angtse Bridge at Nan-
king which was started and aban-
donied by Russia, leaving the
Chinese to complete it themselves
in a magnificent feat of engineer-
ing, to the giant Nanking petro-
chemical works where the
deputy~-director was a young girl.
The speaker described how ideas
for a new invention for his fact-
ory were put to the Party Com-
mittee, discussed and imple-
mented for the good for all.

All the speakers referred to-
the love and regard shown to=
wards the British working class
by the workers and peasants they
met in China, and they relayed

in spite of the hard work being

ages of greeting to the
meeting from the Chinese people.

that suggests that workers do not
act in a fraternal and comradely
manner or in unison to present

Devon
ambulancemen
make a stand

The cuts in public expenditure
pose two alternatives for all
workers, Either attack through
active resistance the insune logic
the cuts represent or adapt to

a united front to the
There is jealousy, inter-union
rivalry and sectional interests,
that would be parallel with any
group of employers trying to
carve out their own particular
interests.

One of the problems is that
AUEW members allowed the
Engineering Employers Federa-
tion to tear up the Coventry Tool~
room Agreement years ago with~
out putting up a fight, and are
now suffering from a 'soclal con-
tract' and a policy that favours

.
ployer.

the decline they portend.

Devon ambulancemen have
been faced with such a choice
over cuts in manpower that have
left both short and long term
patients without transport and
leave an inadequate emergency
cover. An example of the effect
is that up to 25 patients who are
supposed to attend a Plymouth
day centre are left behind daily
due to lack of transport,

The Devon Health Authority
claim that they have increased
ambulance manpower but the

bul 1en. know too well that

quently wrecked havoc with
differentials.

We have not reached that happy
state of socialist society of "from
each according to his ability, to
each according to his needs", nor
will we for many years to come.
Therefore skill has to be paid for.

Shop stewards are basic to the
working class and the Ryder
participation machinery of three-

tier committees are not the answer

to the problem. There are also
signs that the majority of workers
who have not taken home a full
wage packet for weeks are show-
ing signs of discontent with the
situation. All sections should
come together, agree differentials,
agree a plan of action against the
employers and act in concert to
Twao party conferences:

in brief

As the pound plummeted,
evidence of the total failure of
this government's policies,

both the Labour and Tory
parties competed to tell the
people what sacrifices they
should make. At the Labour
Party Conference Chancellor
Healey streased that the only
alternative strategy was a

more savage Tory one -~
increased cuts, unemployment,
and confrontation.

* ¥ %

The 15 per cent Minimum
Lending Rate puts the final
nail in the coffin of {ndustr-
ial investment,

L

the proposed increase in man-
power was cut back despite the
much increased requirements,
Only capitalism can call cuts ex-
pansion,

_The ambulancemen showed
that they were unwilling to act as
agents of capitalist destruction
and instituted a work-to-rule
with all Devon's 400 ambulance-

men taking part. For the first
time ambulancemen at all 4

Devon centres of Plymouth, Tor~
bay, Exeter and Barnstaple have
acted in a completely united way,
opposing all attempts to divide
them, an encouraging develop-
ment born vut of the realisation
that a common attack requires a
common response. A spokesman

for the men said that they felt
it was thoir moral obligation to

bring it to the notice of the com-~
munity, He added, 'that is why
we are making this stand, We
should ltke to assure the public
that although we know that our
action is going to cause incon-
venience at the present time, in
the long run, if we win, the pat-
ients will benefit. .
————————

Both parties are united in
their viewa that parliament-
ary democracy ig not stable,
Heath, playing the statesman,
becomes the veritable
prophet of doom,- promising
"drastic measures" as
Britain comes to "the énd

of the road". Callaghan
warns that if Labour fails,

a totalitarian regime may
follow whilst the Tories open °
their new policy document
with the same thought,

Heath is right. The crisis is
not only economic.but also
political, soclal and moral.






