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Labour says 'more of less,less of more' Labour in all-out attack 
AT LAST the General Coun­
cil of the TUC has been dri­
ven to outright rejection of 
a Government wages dictum 
and has decisively thrown out 
the 5 per cent gambit of Ilea­
ley and Callaghan. 

lt has taken the labour 
movement 10 vears to learn 
that the TUC function is the 
maintenance ant..! improvement 
of wages and working condi­
tions. Today, in spite of 
false claims of improved 
living standards, we, the 
workers, are still a minimum 
of 6 per cent behind the levels 
of 1975 in real earnings - and 
that of course only applies to 

those who are employed. For 
the ever growing number of 
unemployed, the drop in the 
standard of living is horri­
fying. 

Every effort was made to 
woo the unions into submis­
sion right up to the Tuesday 
before the General Council 
meeting on July 26. The com­
edians Callaghan and llealey, 
within the portentious setting 
of No. 10 awesomelv sum­
moned an assembly ·of the 
whole General Council - and 
utterly failed to shake their 
resolve. 

The Prime Minister plain­
tively objected that workers 
seem to believe it is right to 
present annual wage claims. 
Such effrontery: Why not 
follow the US system of once 
everv ~ years. 

Tl1e tlrime Minister, hav­
ing set the scene, handed 
over to Healey who, with 
memories of his pnntomime 
role in the \Vizard of Oz, 
sougtn to spellbind with 'eco­
nomics'. though from time 
to time switching parts and 
exuding false bonhommie 

The next issue 
The next issue of The Worker 
will appear in 2 weeks' time 
on 2-Ith !lugust. 

with smiles like Peter Pan's 
crocodile. 

It hilS taken the TUC Gen­
era! Council almost the full 
year to stand by last Con­
gress's policy for collective 
bargaining agreed in Sept em­
ber 19'77. It should be rem­
embered that previously they 
passively accepted the 10 
per cent declaration of Ilea­
ley, never really challenged 
it, submitted to the tyranny 
of sanctions and were pre­
pared to permit the crushing 
of the firemen's revolt. 

Now we hear the 'true 
liberal voice' as expressed 
through Steele who is for 
compulsory legislation on our 
wages and no restraint on 
dividends, so that profits can 
go on accruing in an ever­
rising spiral. Callaghan's 
promise of dividend restric­
tion was empty and only came 
about through a parliamentary 
action - not that that is any 
more than a sop to the unions 
anyway. 

Thougl1 now tl1e position 
of the unions is clear and 
for unfettered bargaining, 
the Government position and 
declaralion must not be under-

estimated. The strength it 
gives to the employers makes 
it a mighty weapon against 
workers. The CBl, whatever 
they might say about differ­
entials, will advise all who 
it represents to adhere to 
5 per cent while, at the same 
time, opposing any controls 
on profits and prices. With­
out doubt the Engineering · 
Employers Federation will 
circulate all engineering 
employers speciously argu­
ing for conforming with 
Government strictures of 5 
per cent to avoid sanctions 
such as loss of Government 
contracts. 

In preparing for the struggle 
we should read and understand 
the White Paper on 5 per cent 
limitation. To be deceived by 
the thought of a shorter wor­
king week would be a digres­
sion. The road must be straight 
and our actions clear . We 
must reject the suggestion 
within the White Paper that 
we might take a shorter wor­
king week to the tune of 5 per 
cent and forego a monetary 
claim, since to achieve 3:> 
hours, a 5 hour reduction 

Continued on page 4 

on collective bargaining 
TI-lE OVERWIIELM!NG vote 
by the TUC General Council 
for collective bargaining and 
against another year of La­
bour Governnient wage-fixing 
might never have happened 
as far as llealey and Callag­
han are concerned. 

The TUC's massive oppo­
sition to the Government's 
5 per cent guideline was 
.fi'i~n the !louse of Com­
mons and llealey waved it 
aside with the claim that, 
"TUC members will adhere 
to the guideline set down at 
least to the degree that they 
have over the past 12 months. 
A few days later he was even 
more insulting by confidently 
predicting that "TUC opposi­
tion to wage controls would be 
even less this year than last. •· 

When the Labour Govern­
ment's White Paper on incomes 
policy was presented in the 
!louse of Commons on July 21, 
it showed utter contempt for 
the labour movement's decis­
ion to return to collective bar­
gaining. Announcing the stage 
four guideline of 5 per cent, 

llealev stated that it would be 
backed by sanctions, pres ­
sures on the nationalised sec­
tor and all the other restric ­
tive measures of previous 
stages. 

The stock market reaction 
was highly favourable and the 
international money dealers 
were so pleased that the pound 
immediately went up in rei a­
tion to other currencies. But 
for the working class this 
was an insolent slap in the 
face. The Government's 
sugar-coating for the bitter 
pill of wage-fixing is dividend 
restraint which, thanks to the 
surprise support of the Scot­
tish nationalists, was kept in 
being for a further period. 
But anybody who thinks that 
dividend restraint is a quid 
pro quo for wage -fixing fully 
deserves to be defrauded by 
this Government: 

Victory in London's dockland 

Self-financing productivity 
deals to set worker against 
worker will again be encour­
aged and there will be no re­
duction in hours of work which 
could lead to any increase in 
labour costs. So the Labour 
Government says. 

This White Paper on in­
comes policy is a charter for 
working class enslavement. 

IN TilE FACE of mounting 
opposition in East London 
the Government has reversed 
its plan to close London's 
Upper Docks. The Government 
decision represents a signi­
ficant victory for Dockland, 
and demonstrates the only 
wny to prevent closures -
fight them tooth and nail. 

For a long time the Port 
of London Authority (PLA) 
has been arguing that the 
docks are not viable. The 
Government has been giving 
the !'LA its backing. Last 
May, Prime Minister Callag­
han asserted that there could 
be no long term future for the 

London docks if they continued 
to receive subsidies. 

But Callaghan and the PLA 
reckoned without the vigorous 
opposition of dockers and 
other workers in the threat­
ened area. 

Their slogan was, "Keep 
the locks off the docks and 
keep East London alive.·· The 
bleatings of the PLA about 
financial difficulties were 
discounted and there devel­
oped an awareness that the 
closure plan was politically 
inspired: an attack on the 
working class in an area of 
traditional strength. Indeed, 
the plan was seen as a crucial 

step in the murder of London. 
The dockers threatened a 

national strike if the plan pro­
ceded. They demanded that 
British ships no longer trans­
fer cargo in Rotterdam but 
do it in London instead, and 
are struggling for control 
over the government invest­
ment funds. 

The struggle for Dockland 
is evidently not over. Already, 
the Government has indicated 
that piecemeal rather than 
outright closure is the way 
forward. Dockland has won 
a victory but there is much 
to do by all of us before final 
success is assured . 

It must be torn to shreds. 
In the very first issue of 

TilE WORKER, january I, 
1969, the headline described 
the Labour Government as 
"the enemy of the working 
class". Ten years later the 
workers of Britain have had 
ample opportunity to test and 
confirm this political truth 
by their own bitter experience. 
We simply cannot go on saying 
Labour is terrible butTharct1er 
would be worse. IV e have to 
say capitalism is terrible -
whichever parry operates it 
against us. We have to be rid 

Continued on page 4 
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/HISTORIC NOTES/ The fight for the 8 hour day THE. WEEK 
BY TilE L.-\ST decades of the 
nineteenth century workers were 
~etting weary of their position. 
It was increasingly irksome to 
vote Liberal, the 'left' of the two 
parties, when the boss was Lib-

anti-worki ng class legislation and 
had generally oppos'ed anything 
more. But as the President told 
the TUC of 1887: 11 Gentlemen, we 
can do with state interference if 
the homes 01 the people can be im-

eral and often sent police and proved, or work to the unemployed 
troops to break stl'ikes . People be given, or bread to the hungry, 
were increasingly a~ered by the or hope and succour to the un-
'theory' that povertv was caused cared for of our large towns. Let 
by laziness or 'lack of charaCter' it be used to help the poor·, the 
Unemplo.vment was on tone increase, down trodden and ill paid, and 
housing conditions showed no overworked toilers ... Gentleme.n, 
signs of improvement, and still we recognise our most serious 
sickness or old age meant desti- evils In the unrestrained, _unscru-
tution. Neither Liberals nor Tortes pulous and remorseless forces of 
would do anything- for 'state cr.;:>italism." 
interference' they said, was agains But many were opposed to this 
against good economic sense. new approach, and it '~s the 
Winning the vote had brought few demand for a legally enforced 8 
real gains. hour day that bro"Jght the debate 

New socialist groupings grew to a head. Should such social pro-
demanding far reaching reforms, gress be won via parliament or by 
blaming the system not the indi- trade union action? The socialists 
vidual for poverty, and demanding insisted that it was the responsib-
'independent labour representu- ility of the state. 
lion' to push reforms through 
parliament. Until this, the TUC 
had concentrated on removing 

The Cleveland !\liners, however, 
argued "that if an eight hour day 
were given by law, instead of by 

Albania has many friends 
JUST as the removal of the Russ­
ian technicians failed to intimidate 
China In 1959, so the similar act 
by the Chinese In 1978 will fall to 
stop socialist Albania pursuing 
its independent foreign policy 
and its defence of socialism in 
the world toda~ The Albanians 
are well aware of the difficulties 
created by the encirclement of 
two major imperialist forces 
grouped in NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact, but it has only shown more 
forcefully the strength and ifTlpact 
that theil· policy of socialist self­
reliance has, 

In Albania the development of the 
economy, of the skills and living 
standards of the people and the 
international stand have never 
been .separated. They flow from 
one another. The development of 
socialism internally is the basis 
of her national independence, and 
this in turn is the basis of her 
internationalism. 
l3y staying free from the clutches 

of both USA and USSR and any 
other who would try and dominate 
Albania has given a clarion call 

to the people of the world by re­
jecting the Idea that some 'third 
world' is a force which can exempt 
itself from the struggle of 
soc ialism against capitalism. 
This principled stand, based on 

the magnificent example at home, 
is the reason for Albania's grow-
l ng i nfiue nee throughout the wodd 
It's ·lasting contribution to the well 
being of the people of the world is 
increasingly being recognised. 
It is because the Albanians in 

turn see the growing strength of 
the fight against exploitation and 
war throughout the world that they 
claim, quite rightly, that they are 
not Isolated - no matter what the 
Chinese or anyone else might do. 
As they themselves put it, 
"Throughout the world there are 
millions of honest people, fighters 
for the truth. We Albanians regard 
these fighters for freedom as our 
friends." That is why we in Brit­
ain regard Albania as our friend 
and why our fight for freedom 
from exploitation is more than a 
fight for our own liberation, but 
a duty to socialist Albania and the 
people of the world. 

But who will drive the tank 
"THE THIRD WORLD WAR, .August 1985". Such is the title of a 
recent book by a General Sir John Hackett and others . 1t dates the 
outbreak of World War III. 

Many millions died in the 1st World War and many more died In 
the 2nd \Vortd War. How many millions will die in the third? And 
how are we to prepare for this happy event, this third world holocaust 
inn mere 7 years time? Why - by spending yet more money on 
arms so that it can be even bigger and better than the last. 

The primary purpose of this book is to preach the doctrine of the 
need to strengthen NATO. It is meticulous in detail and fanciful in 
ending. The 1st World War lasted 4 years and the 2nd 5 years. The 
3rd? One month says the General. Who is he kidding, and if the war 
Is to be finished so rapidly by a "limited nuclear strike" (sic) why 
call for a massive expansion of conventional forces? 

The General Is unfortunately no Dr Strange love, but erstwhile 
Commander of NORTHAG (Northern Army Group). He and others 
would do well to remember the words of Bertold Brecht's poem. 

"General, that tank of yours is some car. 
It can wreck a forest, crush a hundred men. 
Bul it has one failing: 
It needs a driver. 

General, you've got a good bomber there. 
It can fiy faster than the wind, carry more than an elephant can. 
l3ut it has one failing: 
It needs a mechanic. 

General, a man Is a useful creature. 
He can fiy and he can kill. 
But he has one falling: 
He can think." 

We shall not prepare fot' war but pre\'ent it - by revolution. War 
on the warmongers. 

organized efforts, the workers 
would no.t be pursuaded to organize 
at a ll. " Broadhut·st of the Stone­
masons pleaded," ... for God's 
sake, let them do this work for 
themselves and no grovelling to 
the doors of parliament like paup­
ers seeking a weekly dole. "The 
iron wor·kers and carpenter·s op­
posed the idea on the grounds 
that parliament was a capitalist 

eases, and that remed,· is theirs 
, .. There must be independent life 
within the State to prevent tl':e 
Government becoming t.\:Tanny, 
and the Trade L'nions will be chief 
among those who shall call this 
inderemlent life into being." 
The 8 hour day debate was the 

first major impetus to the derrand 
for 'independent labour represent­
ation• and a party with a new att-

institution. And finally the TVC itude towards the workers role 
of 1890 decided against the move within the stale. The desire was 
on the grounds that "to relegate truly for social progress and 
this important question to the proved in many instances to be a 
Imperial Parliament , which is praclical wav forward. Bul today 
necessarily from its position we should remember also the 
antagonistic to thr rights of labour, warnings of thost who biltedy 
w ill only lndefintely delay this opposed the new direction. 
much needed reform." "Self -he lp and self-relia nce are 

'Socialists', argued Frederick extended and strenglhened bv 
Rogers of the Vellum Binders a combination . .. but with these les-
year later, "are teaching us that 
the functions of the State can be 
enlarged, that Government is 
omnipotent to protect. But they 
make the common mistake of all 
enthusiasts , when they say there 
is one remedy for a ll social dis -

sons others have been inculcated 
which would render nugatory the 
power of the Unions, namely rel­
iance upon State aid, State regu l­
ation and Stete control. The two 
systems cannot co-ext st; they are 
contradictory and opposed. 

REACTIONARIES both in and 
outside the NUS have welcomed 
the attempt to bring students 1 

unions under further control of 
the State under various 'prog­
ressi\'e' pretexts. 1\Jr William 
Van Straubenzee, the architect 
of the notorious proposals of 
1071 - which pro,·oked one of the 
most widespread of student 
actions ever - says: "It seems 
to me that these are the Tory 
proposals revamped and, as 
such, I naturally wish them well , " 

A LABOUR MP has demanded 
an inquiry into the role played 
by Saatchi and Saatchl, the 
advertising company, in acting 
for the Manpower Services Com­
mission and the Conservative 
Party. 

He complained that the com­
pany, on behalf of the commis­
sion, was engaged in explaining 
and promoting Government pol­
icies to combat unemployment 
while, on behalf of the Conserv­
ative Party, it was marketing a 
"disreputable" and misleading 
advertising campaign on unem ­
ployment , which includes a 
poster showing a dole queue, 
according to some, made up of 
Saatchi and Saatchi employees. 

What a nonsense th ls shows 
electioneering to be when the 
same advertising firm presents 
the case for both parties. 

HUNDREDS of teachers, students 
~nd other trade unionists struck 
a blow against fascism by joining 
In a lobby of Enfield councillors 
recently. The council reversed a 
previous decision to allow racist 
organisations to hold meetings tri 
local schools in opposition to 
trade union opinion. ... 
UNEMPLOYMENT will rise 
above 2 million by 1982, com­
pared with 1. 4 million at present 
if current trends continue, 
according to a study by the Centre 
for Industrial. Economic and 
Business Research at Warwick 
University. 

Rhodesian 
terrorism 
RHODESIAN forces have again 
crossed Into Mozambique. This 

China's Anshan Iron and Steel comPlex. An example of the tremendous time they have done so at the 
industrial uosurg-e in China under socialism. (Picture by Hsinhua} behest of the Transtllonal Gov-

F•lfh • fl f • • 1• f 1 ernment. The raid occurred when I y priSOn re ec s lmpena IS ru e the racist Smith's accomplices 
CONDITIONS at the 1\Iaze Prison 
Long Kesh are inhuma, and dis­
gusting. Human excrement covers 
the walls and urine runs freely 
through the corridors. Prisoners 
do not wear clothes and have had 
all furniture remo\·ed from their 
cells. They sleep on mattresses 
on the floor, some of these soaking 
wet. The prisoners are lockeci in 
their cells, without books or 
stimulation of any kind. Brutal 
treatment by\\~rders has been 
alleged by some prisoners. 
These conditions have prevailed 
for nearly two .vears. 
The Northet·n Ireland Office 

claims that the prisoners are 
themselves •·esponsible for this. 
It may well be the case that 
dreadful conditions at the prison 
are punishments devised against 
p•·otestors hut the ultimate r·es­
ponsibilitv for such conditions 
lies with the British Go\'ernment. 
It is British impe!'ialism which 
di·.·ides the Irish people and pre-

vents them from deciding their Muzorewa and Sithole were con-
own future. It is the British venicntly out of the country. The 
Government who dispensed with raid was aimed at the 'militant 
trial by JUI'Y in Ulster and who wing of the Patriotic Front' but 
hound and imprison men and women sources in 1\lozamblque have 
on e\'ide nee that would not gain an claimed that a school was des-
indictment in Britain. troyed in the proces's. 

The recent Amnesty report made Ndabaningi Sithole was the first 
clear the alarming level of police member of the government to 
brutality and Britain has already excuse the attack and did so in the 
appear·ed before an international name of 'democracv'- a favourite 
court to answer charges of inhum­
an treatment in dealings with the 
Irish people. British politicians 
prate ever more loudl~· about 
human rights in faraway lands 
but take no not ice when these 
•·ights are denied on theit· own 
doorstep. 

The excuse for· all this is that 
terrorists cannot be combatted in 
the ordinan· wav. But that's no 

hu~iness of Gritain's. Once Brit­
ish troops are withdrawn the Irish 
p1·oletariat can dent with tenor ism 
and all the other hideous legacies 
or British imperialism! 

wav to condone acts of terrorism. 
1t is thought that the raid was on 
the same scale as in November 
when 1, 200 g-uerrillas were killed 
and several hun<h-ed wounded -
a \'en· ci\· ilized and democratic 
act and perpetrated on forE'ign 
soil. 

This forav into another country 
to l·dll hundreds or people reveals 
the true nature of the 'p•·ogressive' 
muhi-racial ~0\'CI'nmt'nl. Its 
nature is the same as its notorious 
predecessor. Dlack as well as 
while oppressors will have to be 
defeated in Zimbabwe. 



EDITORIAL 
LENIN said of the October' Revolution: ''What has been won bv 
the Russian Revolution is inalienable. No power on earth can 
depnve us of that." For the international working class, for 
the workers of the world, that remains true - even after a 
failure in vigilance on the part of the working people of the 
Soviet Union allowed a revisionist clique to usurp state po,ver 
and restore bureacratic capitalism in socialism's first home. 

Lenin went on to say, 'Tor hundreds of years states have 
been built on the bourgeois model, and now for the first time 
a non-bourgeois form of state has been discovered. llowever 
bad our state apparatus is - still it has been created: a most 
important historical invention has been made, a proletarian 
type of state has been created. Therefore let the whole of 
Europe, let thousands of bourgeois newspapers, carry news 
about the horrors and poverty and sufferings which the workers 
endure in our countrv - still all over the world workers are 
attracted to the Soviet state." 

That great working class victory of establishing a dictator­
ship of the proletariat in Russia and building a socialist society 
from which exploitation was eliminated belongs to us workers 
still. The proof is that the bourgeoisie and their hacks have 
never ceased to revile those who made the October Revolution, 
the working masses and their leaders: they know that, whatever 
reversions, defections and betrayals may have taken plnce 
since, the world will never again be a comfortable plac<c for 
them. 

Under socialism the backward, imperialist Tsarist state 
which had been a by-word for reaction and repression was 
transformed into a mighty industrial democracy capable of 
meeting on the field of battle and defeating a tremendous 
fasci$t armada which was capitalism's last desperate throw 
at strangling socialism in the land of its bir~h. a victory which 
lifted fascism off the backs of the working class in many coun­
tries. We workers will never forget that magnificent example 
of what our class can do once socialism has been established 
nor the great leader, Stalin, who led the working people of 
the Soviet Union to triumph. 

A silly little band of bourgeois intellectuals who are trying 
to rehabilitate Bukharin at the expense of Stalin and socialism 
are only the latest of several generations of hacks whose 
hatred of Stalin is a measure of his services to the working 
class. Revisionists, Trotskyists and the rest of the bourgeoi­
sie go on frantically trying to bury Stalin and Marxism with 
him: but as long as workers go on struggling to end exploita­
tion, Stalin's spirit walks among us and talks to us. 

Albania's unaided defeat of the occupying forces of fascist 
Italy and Germany and its self-reliant building of socialism 
in the face of the hostility of imperialist countries, including 
erstwhile friends, is another inalienable victory of ours . So 
is the Vietnamese people's glorious vindication of the un­
conquerable might of people's war in humbling and expelling 
the strongest imperialist power of our time, the US. 

tn China too, whatever the current deviations from Marx­
ism, there are great proletarian victories which are inalie­
nable. Under the leadership of the Communist Party of China 
the Chinese people liberated themselves from imperialist 
aggression, carried out their revolution and set about trans­
forming their country. Feeding, clothing and housing eight 
hundred million people, a quarter of the world's population, 
guaranteeing their health and well-being and a steadily rising 
standard of living were some of socialism's greatest achieve­
ments and gave the lie for all time to the capitalist claim that 
shortages and suffering are the inevitable lot of populous, 
under-industrialised countries. The Chinese working class 
filled the gap created by the Soviet Union's defection from the 
socialist camp and drove themselves not only to raise the 
technological development of China to undreamt of levels, but 
also shared that development with fraternal socialist countries 
like Vietnam and Albania. We can never forget the magnani­
mity of socialist China, when having defeated India's aggres­
sive policy over disputed border lands, the People's Liberation 
Army halted an advance the Indians could not have stopped, 
released all prisoners and returned all captured arms after 
repairing 'those which had been damaged in the fighting. 

When the Soviet revisionists dared to threaten Albania, 
Mao Tsetung, speaking for the Chinese people, said that any­
one attacking Albania would have to answer to China. To the 
people of Vietnam, heroically resisting the aggressive forces 
of US imperialism, the Chinese Party ana people said: regard 
our country as your well-defended rear area to be used by you 
till complete victory over the enemy is achieved. When the 
revisionists brought about a split in the world communist 
movement, the Chinese Communist Party gave fraternal en­
couragement to the formation of new Marxist-Leninist parries 

And remembering those victories we ~hall always hold in 
the greatest fraternal esteem the leaders of the Chinese 
people, Mao Tsetung who made such creative contributions to 
Marxist-Leninist understanding and Chou En-lai. Krushchev 
denigrated Stalin as pan of the campaign to reject socialism. 
It is a greater calumny to pretend that non- Marxist, counter­
revolutionary ideas stem from the works of Mao Tsetung. 
Those who do so would be ideologically happier with the pro­
Bukharin group of Western intellectuals. Bukharin also em-· 
phasisecl forces of production to the exclusion of relations of 
production in order to play down and to eliminate revolution. 

All these triumphs and victories of the working class are 
inalienable, however much mean, petty, selfish little men in 
capitalism's service may try to obscure and subvert them. 
We demonstrate the profound truth of this inalienability by the 
\vay we throw ourselves into the class war against expioitation 
encouraged, enlightened and fixed in resolve bv our Russian 
and Chinese comrades who have blazed the trail before us. 

Wide variety of skills 
fighting for more pay 
T~DUSTHL\ L civil sen·ants In 
Britain number some 183,000 
workers encompassing a great 
n1riety of skills. Their aC,;tion in 
support of their wage claim has 
brought this varlet~r into prom­
inence. The official drivet•s 
have refused to drive ministers 
to their '\vork", the cloch•vorhcrs 
have caused a great panic in the 
Admiralty and KATO by black­
ing work on Polaris submar-ines, 
workers at the Drh·er and Veh­
icle Licensing Centre in Swansea 
have disrupted the feeding of 
information to the police com­
puter at Hendon. 

Workers employed at places as 
exolic as Aldermaston nuclear 
base and the National Ph.vsics 
Laborator.v in London have j:>inecl 
in the sintp,'gle for decent wnges. 
So much for the old divisive arg­
ument that g·overnments treat 
workers in su.~h places with ,·es­
pect. The eleven union joint co­
ordinating committee has twice 
re1ccted the government's 'ofle1·' 

since their claim \\·as lod~ecl in 

i\larch ami arc demamlin~ pav 
comparibilit~· with wot·kcrs in 

private industn·. 
Actually the only comparability 

is that everyone has to face up to 
their employers in organised 
struggle if they want their dem­
ands to be realised . It is organ­
isation on which power lies and it 
is the willingness to use this 
power that causes such great 
concet·n to the employing class 
and their government. 

l\lcetings of 2500 dockyard 
workers at Clydeside Naval bases 
voted overwhelmingly to black 
work on Polaris Submarine, 
Resolution, in support of thP pay 
claim . 

The action by industrial civil 
servants is already having effect 
in other sections. Civil sen'ice 
unions are examining the most 
vulnerable areas and work pl:tces 
where action would be taken 
against Government attempts to 
impose its 5 per cent limit. 

Teachers fight closures 
WAi\"DS\\'ORTH teache'l·s, 
parents and children left the 
ILEA (Inner London Education 
Authority) in no doubt as to their 
intention to continue to fight the 
transfer of teachers and .the 
closure or schools when they 
lobbied the Education Committee 
just before the end of the summer 
term. The recent fight against the 
transfer of teachers from local 
primary schools and for reduced 
class size and a general incr·ease 
in individual attention for child­
ren of all abilities has resulted 
in parents forming the Save Our 
Schools campatgn,which has 
links with all the Parent Teacher 
Associations in the borough and 
organises action in cooperation 
with the local branch of the 
National Union of Teachers. 

In the middle of the campaign 
just a month before the end of 
term, the Authority announced 
that one local secondary school, 
Lavender Hill, was yet again 
under threat of closure. All 
consultation with staff, parents 
and governors was to be carried 
out before the end of the term. 
Such lack of notice and Indecent 
h'aste must serve as a warning 
to other schools threatened with 
closure. 

The ILEA say that they intend 

to close La\·ender II ill because 
it is no longer a •·popular" school 
but this is hardly surprising 
when just at the uffie when local 
paeents were chooslng schools 
for their children a London 
evening paper conveniently 
leaked the possible closure of 
the school. The ILEA officials 
received a very hot reception 
from parents and teachers when 
they went to the school to ~'con­
sult" the parents at Lavender 
Hill , Enthusiasts of "consult­
ation" should note that all the 
bodies consulted over the pro­
posed closure of another London 
comprehensive, Robert 1\Tonte­
fio,re ~1, came out in oppos­
itiOn to the closure but the ILEA 
is still going ahead with plans to 
close that school. 

\Vandsworlh teachers and 
parents are determined not to be 
beaten. Plans are already afoot 
to continue the fight to save 
Lavender llill immediately term 
restarts in September and the 
SOS campaign plans to oppose 
the next round of teacher trans­
fers that are on the cards for 
next spring. The success of the 
fight depends on the enthusiasm 
of teachers to fight for an imp­
ro\'ed education service, and to 
oppose the closut·e of all schools. 
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Struggle against 
Plessey sackings 

TN announcing 600 redundancies 
at Edge Lane plant, Plessevs has 
made il clear thnt this is part of 
an "ongoing re\·iew of manpower" 
The workforce are beginning to 
reat'ise that the redundancies will 
onl~· stop with site closure. 

This almost yearly declara­
tion of redundancies is breeding 
demoralisation. In successh·e 
fights for the right to work the 
Plessey workers have taken 
stronger action each time. It is 
estimated that last year's round 
of '\vork-ins" saved 400 jobs. 

This year, however, workers 
seem in danger of becoming 
accustomed to redundancy, and 
have declared a position thnt thcv 
will act only if am· attempt is 
made to compulsorily sack any­
one. 

Plessey workers, along with 
workers elsewhere, are asking, 
''How can we win if there is no 
work, no orders." Victor.\' can 
only be attained ultlmatel~· when 
we have overthrown our capttalisl 
"masters'', and when we can plan 
our produclion requirements on 
the sensible basis of need, not 
profit. To achieve this end it is 
important that we do not lose our 
prcxlucth·e skills, it is important 
that we make the employer pay 
for the lack of orders and change 
of technology, not us. If we do 
not fight on this basis, then the 
final victory of socialism will be 
that much harder, and take that 
much longer to achieve. Struggles 
against redundancy can never be 
seen as an end in themselves, 
rather as battles that must be 
fought to strengthen our ability 
to win the war against capitalism. 

In Brief 
ONLY one mildly sensible voice 
emerged from the conference of 
the so-called 'non-aligned' 
'third world' countries in 
Delgrade. It came from the 
Foreign I\linister of Ceylon, 
who pointed out that last year 
these 'third world' countries 
spent £8.2 billion on military 
purchases - and none of it was 
used against imperialist or col­
onialist powers. In fact, he said, 
these countries were already 
being used by the major imperial­
ist blocks to fight a new Third 
World War by prox\'. So much lor 
the arg-ument th:lt the 'non-ali!,!ned' 
'{hird world' movement was an 
effective force for national inde­
pendence against impel'ialism. 
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Sun journalists set a shining example 
JOURNALISTS on The Sun 
newspaper have made the 
headlines themselves this 
past fortnight without writing 
a word. The paper's 224 mem­
bers of the National Un ion of 
Journalists were dismissed 
afte r taking indu,strial action 
in pursuit of a wage claim. 
They are demanding a I 0 per 
cent pay rise plu~ a 12~ per 
cent productivity deal - an 
increase of about C2000 a 
year. Even then, they will 
not be keeping up with other 
wage rates in Fleet Street 
newspapers. 

Of course, their claim is 
way beyond the Government 
guidelines, but that has not 
worried the journalists in 
their battle . Their strength 
has been well demonstrated 
in unified votes of defiance 
and determination against 
management threats . 

It is the most clear prac­
tical proof that the NU)' s 
annual conference in April 
fully reflected the aspirations 
of the membership. In an un­
ambiguously worded resolut ­
ion, the NUJ said 'no' to the 

guidelines and 'no' to inter­
ferences in wage bargaining. 
Instead the resolution stated 
th[lt negoti[ltors should draw 
up cla ims bnsed solely on 
the ir members' needs and 
desires. 

The Sun is just one example 
of the correctness of that 
decision. journalists at the 
Press Association news agen­
cy have been ' impos ing sanc­
tions' - a polite way of saying 
a work - to - rule - to press 
their latest clai m, wh ich 
exceeds the guideli nes. 

At Mirror Group News ­
papers, journalists on the 
Daily Mirror, Sunday Mirror 
and Sunday People have just 
completed a deal which 
smashes the guidelines to 
smithereens. NU) members 
at the three papers have won 
a 10 per cent ri se, plus an 
extra C380 a year in what 
management call a produc­
tivity deal, blatantly phoney. 
They also agreed under the 
package to a 10 per cent r ise 
on july l, 1979 - making a 
nonsense of the 'phase 4, 5 
per cent' guidelines. 

The Mirror deal has give n 
heart to colleagues on the 
Sun and the PA. And there 
are sign ificant rumblings at 
other Fleet Street papers, 
particularlv the Daily Mail 
where journalists held a long 
meeting last week. 

It is no surprise that the 
NU)'s executive was able to 
endorse the action of the Sun 
journalists speedily s ince 
free collective bargaining is 
the Union's unequivocal 
policy. 

The only danger is that 
journalists will keep these 
phoney pr oductivity deal s 
secret . That would be bad for 
t heir less well -or ganised 
colleagues in other sectors 
of t he industry and i n the 
provinces . Indeed, it would 
be bad for t he wor king c lass 
as a whole. 

Nobody who burst s t hrough 
the shameful guideli nes s hould 
hide the ir success. They 
should pr oudly procla im their 
victory - a victory against 
corpor at i sm and a vic tory 
for the class . 

WORKER INTERVIEW 
SINCE the beginn i n~ of ]ulv, Post Office Engineers in West 
Yorkshire have been engaged in the struggle for a :J.) hour 
week. 'The Worker' interviewed one of the members involved. 
Q. Whnt i s the current action about? 
J\. The action is in support of a :1S-hour week. ln our industry 
th is would not mean the creation of a large number of new jobs 
but it woulu protect the jobs a1reatlv there. Over the last few 
vea rs we have lost about 1000 jobs in the industry. With the 
new exchanges we could lose a. lot more . 
Q. What actions are you taking at present? 
A. On July lst, two members from the Dewsbury area were 
suspended \Vithout pay for refuslng to install new equipment, 
in line with Llnion instructions. The management are raking a 
rough li ne and the following week suspended another engineer 
for the se1me reason . On the first day that the two men were 
suspended, the Leeds Telephone Area engineers h~ld a one-
day strike in protest. It was supported I 00 per cent by the 1600 
members in the area . Since that time we've been operating an 
overt ime ban and work - to - rule and also selective stoppages in 
order to h;Jve our men re - instated with no further disciplinary 
action agai rst them . Of course, we still haven't lost sight of 
our original claim for tile 35 hour week. 
Q. Wily have you adopted these tactics? 
A. In our branch and nationally it · s been decided that an all ­
out strike by engineers wouldn't be very effective because a 
lot of rile automatic equipment would run itself for months 
before you had a ny major breakdowns. So it's been 'Jecided ro 
put a levy on the membership and hold selective stoppages. 
We are fitt ing our tactics to suit the situation we find ourselves 
in. 
Q. To return to the question of the 35-hour week. Is it just a 
question of job loss or are there other aspects to it which 
h';ve prompted your demands? 
f\ . Well, there's tl1e question of productivity. In other indus­
tr ies as well as our own, new technology has always been 
used to increase productivity , in other words, we end up 
worki ng tw ice as hard and other workers end up on the dole. 
Since the Industrial !\evolut ion , people have been talbng about 
new technology increas ing leisure time for the workers. This 
has not come about. More times than not it has meant people 
being thrown out of work. Th is has got to change now and we 
must use the new technology for our benefit. In our case, the 
ult imate aim is to secure a :)S- hour week in four days - an 
hour pe r day off over 5 days is not much use. As has been sa id 
by many of my colleagues at work, they see more of their 
work-mates than they do of their wives and families. 
Q. How do you see the resolve of the engineers in seeing this 
struggle through? 
A. We ll, the management's line seems to be to get tough 
with the Un ion and there will probably be more suspensions in 
t he Leeds area in the near future to join the 80 already s us ­
pended nat ionally. However, we are determined. The select ive 
stoppages will begin to take effect, indeed, they've already 
affected the postal system and TV and radio. Over a period 
the system will start to s low down. 

The Post Office also has a lot of capital invested in the new 
e lectronic exchanges and wants to recoup that investment as 
cjuief<1y as possible. So they're caught in a cleft stick really. 
They want tile new equipment working as soon as possible but 
they're not going to have it unless they give in. 
Q. Finally, what effect has this struggle had on the Post Office 
Engineers? 
A. The strike we held was, I believe, only the second in the 
history of the Union, going back to 1888. We've always been 
very moderate. Now we're beginning to think differently. We 

Dockers on the march against tl1e Port of London Authority's attempt to close the Royal group are beginning to reaiise that we have to fight tor our own jobs 
of docks. All sorts of arguments of 'technological progress',' financial necessity' and other and better conditions. 
excuses have been used to justify this wanton act of destruction. There was even the suggestion --------------------- -----­
that the area could 'provide jobs' bv being converted into an Olympic stadium. The dockers' 
unity , clarity and strength of organ is at ion meant that their strike threat was enough to force 
the Government to back down. See Story page I. (Picture: The Worker) 

Labour says 

'more of less,less of more ' 
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would represent a 12] per 
cent rise. We must demand 
both, nor should we be stupid 
enough to believe there is any 
way to factorise 5 per cent to 
accommodate differential 
adjustment, less still to suf­
fer the appalling hypocrisy 
which says that so far as the 
lower paid are concerned 
they may be brought up to 
.1:44 - even if this exceeds 5 
per cent. What generosity: 
So much for increased living 
standards. 

[n entering the new arena 
of wage bargaining workers 
must be clear if they are to 

smash the barrier of .) per 
cent. They will need to fight 
- and in the most strongly 
organised way that only they 
are truly capable of. We are 
not yet in a 'free' collective 
bargaining stage. 

Capitalism kills babies 
FOR over a year the people of 
Oxford have watched the building 
of a new hospital, and wondered 
whethei· it was ever going to be 
opened, 111e problem faced by 
the Area Health Authorit~· has 
been that financial provision from 
the Government has been so cut 
back that it could afford neither 
the cost of making the hospital 
operational noe of paying for it to 
be kept unopened. As there was 
no third option, the Government 
has committed itself to ensuring 
the opening of the hospital while 
making it clear that this must 
be largely at the e.\.ve nse of the 
other medical services in the 
county. An indication of what 
this means has recently come to 
light. The Area Health Authority 
plans to close a ten-bed isolation 
unit at the John Hadcliffe 'l\Iater­
nity Hospital and another ten beds 
normally reserved for prh·ate 
patients. 

Consultants at the 1\laternity 

Hospital say that if implemented 
this decision could have disas ­
trous consequences, for the unit 
is specially designed to isolate 
mothers and their babies who 
have picked up an infection and 
to pre\·ent that infection spread­
ing, If the unit is closed, ther 
will have to be put into single 
rooms on the wards, where there 
was . not the same degree of 
isolation. One consultant obste­
trician said: "It is time the 
people of Oxford got to know what 
is going on. The Area Health 
Authority wants to reduce the 
efficiency of care for mothers 
and new-born babies, which is 
fundamental to the basic health 
of the whole area. " 

Il is not only time people got 
to !'now, but also time workers 
both in and out of the mec!ical 
sector took action to pre,·ent 
this planned destntction of their 
health care . 

collective bargaining: 
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of capitalism and any e lection 
which does not enable us to 
register a vote against capit­
alism is utterly irrelevant. 
It is completely irrational 
and against the interests of 
the working class to support 

Bookshops 

collective bargaining as the 
general secretary of the 
TGWU has done and at the 
same time to say that disa ­
greements with the Labour 
Government do not prevent 
us from "knowing who our 
friends are". With friends 
like the Labour Government 
the working class has no need 
of enemies. 
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