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M ILLIO N  WORKERS PR O TEST W AGE FREEZE

General Strike Sweeps Canada
By The Call's correspondent

Montreal—More than a million 
Canadian workers walked off the 
job October 14 in a general strike 
against the Trudeau government’s 
wage freeze and other attacks on 
workers’ democratic rights and liv­
ing standards. It was the first na­
tionwide general strike in Canada’s

history, and the first time since 
the 1919 Winnipeg strike that 
workers had waged a general poli­
tical strike.

Major factories across the coun­
try were shut down and militant 
picket lines were set up in a num­
ber of places. In Ottawa, Toronto 
and Montreal, thousands of work­

ers marched through the city 
streets denouncing the imperialist 
crisis, a worldwide phenomenon 
which has hit Canada especially 
hard in the last year. From the Yu­
kon to Nova Scotia, even in facto­
ries and mines deep in the Canadi­
an interior, workers took action 
to oppose the Trudeau laws.

CANADIAN WORKERS MARCHED 20,000 strong in Montreal to protest wage-freeze. (Call photo)

C H IN A  DEFENDS LEGACY 
OF C H A IR M A N  M AO

The Chinese people, under the leadership of the Communist 
Party, have intensified their class struggle and their efforts to defend 
the great communist legacy left behind by Mao Tsetung. Amid spe­
culation and rumors in the capitalist press, China is making great 
gains in carrying on its revolution under the conditions of socialism.

The Central Committee of the 
Communist Party announced on 
October 8 two decisions of great 
importance. The first was the es­
tablishment ofamemorial hall for 
the great leader and teacher, Chair­
man Mao Tsetung and the sec­
ond, the publication plans for all 
of MaoTsetung’scollected works. 
The announcement said that Vol­
ume Five of Selected Works o f  
Mao Tsetung will be published 
at the “soonest possible date, 
with other volumes to follow.” 
It added that “active prepara­
tions” are being made for the pub­
lication of the Collected Works 
o f  Mao Tsetung.

The editing and publication 
work for this monumental effort 
has been placed under the direct 
leadership of the Central Commit­
tee’s Political Bureau which is

now headed by Hua Kuo-feng. 
The Central Committee has cal­
led on party committees at all 
levels throughout the country to 
collect and send in all manu­
scripts written by Chairman Mao, 
including original scripts, articles, 
documents, telegrams, directives, 
letters, poems, etc.

A joint editorial published 
Oct. 10 in People’s Daily, Red 
Flag Journal and the Liberation 
Army Daily called the two deci­
sions “major events in the politi­
cal life of the Chinese people 
and in both the annals of the de­
velopment of Marxism and of the 
international communist move­
ment.” It called on the Chinese 
people to actively take up the 
call of the Central Committee to 
begin a new upsurge in studying 
the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin,

and Chairman Mao.
The decision to make Hua 

Kuo-feng Chairman of the Cen­
tral Committee, while not yet 
officially announced, was made 
evident in the editorial which 
called on the masses to “rally 
most closely round the Party 
Central Committee headed by 
Comrade Hua Kuo-feng...”

The editorial points out the 
great necessity of studying 
Chairman Mao’s teaching: “Prac­
tice Marxism, and not revision­
ism; unite and don’t split; be 
open and aboveboard, and don’t 
intrigue and conspire,” and calls 
on the people to struggle against 
all statements and actions that 
are contrary to these three basic 
principles.

These “three do’s” and“three 
don’ts” of Chairman Mao’s pro­
vide solid criteria for understand­
ing the two-line struggle. It is the 
Marxist-Leninist line, represent­
ing the interests of the great ma-

(PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 8)

The strike took place on the 
first anniversary of the enactment 
of Trudeau’s wage freeze. In the 
last year a government “Anti-Infla­
tion Board” has presided over the 
rollback of workers’ wages while 
prices have been allowed to spiral 
unchecked. One worker inter­
viewed on the picket line by The 
Call pointed out that the Board has 
ordered wage cuts in 4,000 sepa­
rate decisions over the last year, 
while making price cuts in only two 
cases.

In addition, the Trudeau laws 
have greatly curtailed the negotia­
ting position of the unions and the 
right to strike. They have also 
served to intensify the oppression 
of the Quebec nation, where work­
ers’ wages were already below the 
national average.

The various repressive measures 
contained in the Trudeau laws are 
the most hated symbols of ruling 
class attack. Other characteristics 
of the crisis conditions include un­
employment, factory closings, cut­

backs in social services, skyrocket­
ing prices, worsening health condi­
tions in industry, attacks on the 
rights of oppressed minorities and 
women, deportation of foreign- 
born workers, and sharpening re­
pression of workers’ struggles.

Faced with these conditions, 
the Canadian workers have unfold­
ed a powerful wave of struggle in 
the last year. Large-scale strikes, 
demonstrations and even factory 
occupations have taken place as 
workers have linked their struggle 
locally to the fight against the Tru­
deau laws. This has been especial­
ly true in Quebec where the work­
ers struggle is closely linked to the 
upsurge in the fight for self-deter­
mination.

The reformist trade union lead­
ership has consistently done its job 
for the Canadian capitalists by try­
ing to cool out the struggle. They 
have opposed most strike

(PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 4)

KLAN VICTIM 
CHARGED WITH 

MURDER ATTEMPT
Houston, Tex.—A Grand Jury 

has indicted Walter Birdwell, a lo­
cal militant in the postal workers 
union, on charges of “attempted 
murder” for the self-defense shoot­
ing of a KKK member who at­
tacked a memorial meeting for Mao 
Tsetung on Sept. 18.

The indictment followed a two- 
week long investigation in which 
20 witnesses were called before 
the Grand Jury. A Chicano acti­
vist, Omar Godinez, spent over a 
week in jail for refusing to coope­
rate with the Grand Jury’s fishing 
expedition into the activities of the 
Houston left. Godinez was finally 
released after Birdwell’s indict­
ment was handed down.

Birdwell is presently out on 
$5,000 bond and faces up to 20 
years in prison if convicted. The 
indictment came even after testi­
mony showed that Klansman Tho­
mas West was pointing a shotgun

at Birdwell at the time of the 
shooting. Evidence also showed 
that West had already heaved a 
20-pound rock through the plate- 
glass window of Prairie Fire Book­
store while the memorial meeting 
was taking place. West was in the 
forefront of a KKK attack by four 
shotgun-toting fascists. According 
to the Klan’s own admission, this, 
attack was aimed at “extermina­
ting” those inside the store.

In a statement to The Call, 
Birdwell said: “The case is one of 
obvious self-defense. I would not 
have been indicted if I were a rich 
capitalist. The reason I have been 
indicted is because I fight as hard 
as I can to end the oppression of 
workers. There is no doubt that I 
should be acquitted by a jury.”

According to Birdwell, the 
Grand Jury was interested from
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SYSTEM 
BEHIND 
KLAN TERROR

In H ouston , a gang o f  Klansm en attack  a 
m em orial m eeting for Mao Tsetung as police tu rn  
their heads. In the  afte rm ath , one o f  th e  people 
attend ing  th a t m eeting is indicted  fo r “ a ttem p ted  
m u rd e r” and faces 20 years in prison while the 
Klansm en are let o ff  en tirely  or given a slap on 
the wrist.

The H ouston  case has becom e a new battle 
ground in the struggle against repression and Klan 
terror. But, m ore im portan tly , it is a school for 
class struggle w here m any significant lessons are 
to  be learned. The struggle has developed from  a 
fight against a carload o f shotgun-carrying Klans­
m en into a fight against the  capitalist sytem , its 
courts, police and th e  capitalists th a t stand 
behind it all.

W ithout the support o f  the ruling class, the 
KKK, Nazis, “V eterans for V ictory  over C om m u­
n ism ,” ROAR and o th er fascist gangs cou ldn ’t last 
a w'eek. In tim es o f crisis, the  bourgeoisie prefers 
to  exercise its d ictatorsh ip  by com bining open 
police te rro r w ith the image o f  dem ocracy. In 
such tim es as these, the ruling class calls up its 
para-m iliatary, fascist and right-wing te rro r squads 
which it keeps ready.

The liberals, revisionists and reform ist labor 
leaders 'fall all over them selves to  pu t ground be­
tw een them selves and the Klan, even while th ey  
p rom ote  the same im perialist and chauvinist 
ideology th a t the  Klansm en do. The C om m unist 
Party  revisionists go so far as to  call these right- 
wing extrem ists “ the  m ain en em y ” o f th e  w ork ­
ing class today .

The real m ain enem y is the m onopoly-capitalist 
ruling class. From  Denver, w here the  KKK 
has set up a new recru itm en t drive, to  the  M ar­
q u ette  Park neighborhood o f Chicago w here the 
Nazi party  leads the segregationist m ovem ent, 
to  the streets o f  South  Boston and Birmingham, 
the  fight against Klan and fascist te rro r is being

linked to  the struggle against th e  capitalist system 
itself. It is the system , by its very exploitative and 
repressive natu re , th a t has spawned the  Klan and 
o th er fascist groups.

O m ar G odinez, w ho spent last week in a H ous­
to n  jail ra ther than  cooperate  w ith  the  kangaroo- 
court G rand Ju ry  th a t handed dow n the  ind ict­
m ent, pu t it clearly. Speaking o f the  governm ent’s 
p ro tec tion  o f the Klan, he said: “They are scared 
because the  day is com ing w hen all oppressed and 
explo ited  people will rise up as one to  tear dow n 
this capitalist system  and replace it w ith  our own 
system —the socialist system  run by and fo r the 
w orking peop le .”

SUPPORT 
PANAMA’S 
JUST STRUGGLE

Thousands o f Panam anians gathered last week 
in Panam a C ity to  reaffirm  their determ ination  to  
recover sovereignty over the  Canal Zone, as negoti­
ations open again betw een the  U.S. and Panam a. 
This struggle deserves the  full sup p o rt o f all w ork ­
ing people in the  U.S.

The U.S. governm en t’s m ilitary in tervention 
and seizure o f  con tro l over the Canal Zone, 
around the  tu rn  o f the cen tu ry , ranks w ith the

m ost brazen acts o f  aggression in the  annals o f  im­
perialism . T he people o f  the region have resisted 
this foreign occupation  from  th e  beginning, and 
thousands o f  Panam anian p a trio ts  have laid dow n 
their lives in the struggle for national sovereignty.

“T he fundam ental p ro b lem ” in Panam a, ex ­
plained Gen. O m ar Torrijos, head o f the  govern­
m ent, a t this mass m eeting O ct. 11, is “ the  ex ist­
ence o f a colonial enclave in the  heart o f  our 
coun try . In this struggle,” he con tinued , “ we are 
being supported  by all peoples and governm ents 
o f Latin A m erica.” A t the recen t conference in Sri 
Lanka o f non-aligned nations, fo r exam ple, a great 
m ajority  o f countries pledged solidarity  w ith  the 
liberation struggle o f the  Panam anian people.

In his address T orrijos stressed th a t “w hen all 
the channels are closed to  us, our people will 
dem onstra te  before the  w orld th a t we have 
enough valor to  elim inate the  in truders by fo rce .”

The victory o f the  Panam anian p eo p le’s strug­
gle fo r national sovereignty is inevitable. The 
governm ent, however, continues to  o b stru c t nego­
tiations, to  in terfere in Panam a’s internal affairs, 
and to  try  to  sabotage the struggle for sovereignty. 
Particularly  dangerous have been th e  U.S. govern­
m e n t’s attem pts, via the  CIA, to  try  to  “ destabil­
ize” the  governm ent o f Panam anian President 
Om ar Torrijos. Last m on th , fo r exam ple, th e  T or­
rijos governm ent p ro tested  U.S. m ilitary  in filtra ­
tion  o f s tuden t dem onstra tions in Panam a C ity.

As usual, wherever the  people are struggling 
against U.S. imperialism today , the  o ther super­
power, the  USSR, is try ing  to  take advantage and 
get a fo o tho ld  fo r itself. Soviet social-imperialism 
is try ing  to pene tra te  the Panam anian struggle 
using Cuba and posing as a “ frie n d ” o f the Pana­
m anian people. It exposed its real im perialist d e ­
signs, however, by  proposing th a t the  Panam a 
Canal be “ in terna tiona lized .” This w ould mean 
th a t th e  Soviet social-im perialists, as a great naval 
power, w ould have a say-so in controlling this 
strategic w aterw ay. This proposal runs directly  
cou n te r to  Panam a’s dem and fo r sovereignty and 
has been rejected  by th e  T orrijos governm ent.

The U.S. governm en t’s o ccupation  o f the  Canal 
Zone is being carried on in the  nam e o f  “ th e  A m ­
erican p eo p le .” In reality , it benefits only  the big 
U.S. m onopoly  corporations, while it constitu tes 
an injury to  the  in terests o f  th e  U.S. and Panam a­
nian people glike. I t  is,our basic d u ty  to  denounce 
the  U.S. im perialists for try ing  to  m aintain their 
occupation  o f  Panam a and fo r continued  m eddling 
in Panam a’s in ternal affairs. Full support to  the 
just dem ands o f  the  people o f  Panam a for sove­
reignty over their national territo ry !
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CORRECTION: In Part One of 
“Report from Europe” (Septem­
ber 20), we incorrectly stated, 
“With the exception of Norway, 
the Marxist-Leninists in the coun­
tries of West Europe have not yet 
completely united into single, 
unified parties of the working 
class.” In fact, Norway is ,iot the 
only case, in Sweden also, one 
single, unified Marxist-Leninist 
party has been built—the Swed­
ish Communist Party (SKP) 
which is the vanguard party of 
the Swedish proletariat.

The Call is pub lished weekly .u t  $10  fo r  a one-year sub­

sc rip t io n . 424 6  W. D iv is ion . Chicago. Illin o is  6 0651 . 
A p p lica tio n  to  m ail at second-class rates R pending at 

Ch icago. Illin o is .
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Comrades,
In their attacks on the position of the 

October League, the RCP and the Guardian 
centrists unite in claiming that the OL is 
“class collaborationist” for saying that the 
“main blow” of the revolution should be 
directed at revisionism and social-imperial­
ism. The RCP-Guardian feel that it is ob­
vious that communists in the U.S. should 
aim their main blow at the U.S. ruling 
class. Both these groups grossly distort the 
OL’s position by deceitful misuse of terms.

There is no more glaring example of 
this shady RCP-Guardian practice than 
their misuse of the term “main blow.” 
This term became standard for Marxist- 
Leninists based on its use by Stalin in The 
Foundations o f  Leninism. In Chapter VII. 
Stalin summarizes Lenin’s contributions in 
the area of strategy and tactics. In the 
section on strategy, Stalin defines strategy 
as “The determination of the direction of 
the main blow of the proletariat, the elabo­
ration of a corresponding plan for the dis­
position of the revolutionary forces (main 
and secondary reserves), the fight to carry 
out this plan throughout the given stage of 
the revolution."

What becomes clear from the text is that 
Stalin did not share the RCP-Guardian view 
that the main blow should be aimed at the 
class which is to be overthrown. For in­
stance, in the first stage of the Russian re­
volution, from 1903-1917, Stalin says that 
the main objective was “to overthrow tsar­
ism and completely wipe out the survivals 
of medievalism.” By the RCP-Guardian 
logic, the main blow should have been di­
rected at the tsarists. Not so, according to

Letters
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Stalin! The main blow, he said, was directed 
at “The isolation of the liberal-monarchist 
bourgeoisie, which was striving to win over 
the peasantry and liquidate the revolution 
by a compromise with tsarism.”

The second stage of the revolution was 
March 1917 to October 1917. The strategic 
objective was to overthrow imperialism in 
Russia and to withdraw from the imperial­
ist war. Again, according to the RCP- 
Guardian use of the “main blow,” it is clear 
that the main blow should have been di­
rected at the imperialists and capitalists in 
Russia. Stalin does not agree: he says that 
the direction of the main blow was the 
“isolation of the petty-bourgeois democ- 
crats (Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolution­
aries), who were striving to win over the 
toiling masses of the peasantry and to put 
an end to the revolution by a compromise 
with imperialism.”

The third stage listed by Stalin “began 
after the October Revolution.” The objec­
tive was “To consolidate the dictatorship 
of the proletariat in one country, using it 
as a base for the defeat of imperialism in 
all countries.” We might suppose that the 
RCP-Guardian main blow would have been

aimed at the imperialists in all countries, 
but alas, Stalin did not see it that way. 
He felt that the main blow should be 
“The isolation of the petty-bourgeois 
democrats, isolation of the parties of the 
Second International (the revisionists and 
social-imperialists of Lenin’s day—ed.), 
which constitutes the main support of the 
policy of compromise with imperialism.”

It is clear from even a brief reading of 
this work by Stalin that the RCP-Guardian 
criticism of the OL’s position on the direc­
tion of the main blow is hogwash. While 
the OL says that our strategic objective is 
the overthrow of the U.S. bourgeoisie and 
the establishment of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, it correctly holds that the 
main blow should be directed at the revi­
sionists and social-imperialists.

R.H..
Milwaukee, Wis.

Dear Call:
Greetings. I have been reading The Call 

now since May and I read no other paper. 
I finally have managed to get S1 0  for my 
year’s subscription now. I must commend 
you greatly for the two superb issues on 
Chairman Mao. They were really good. I’d 
also like to say please do not hold back the 
poems, as I save them all and they’re every 
one fantastic and so enjoyable to read. I 
am now committed to The Call, Marxism- 
Leninism and ridding the world of these 
capitalists who seem to be everywhere.

J.B.,
Yakima, Wash.
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CITY GOVT BIGGEST 
DEALER IN DETROIT

Detroit, Mich.—Detroit’s city government is cutting itself in on the 
drug racket in more ways than one. At the same time as Mayor Cole­
man Young’s top police officials are under investigation for involvement 
in illegal heroin trafficking, the city’s Health Department announced 
Oct-. 4 that methadone users will have to pay a $6 fee for their weekly 
fix at the city’s 23 methadone “treatment” centers.

The department announced 
that the fee was made necessary 
by federal cutbacks and “in­
creased operating costs,” Officials 
noted that the payment, if collect­
ed from the 30,000 addicts that are 
registered with the methadone cen­
ters, would bring “substantial in­
come” to the city’s dwindling bud­
get. Dr. Klexton, head of the 
Health Department, called De­
troit’s “heroin epidemic” the 
“worst in the nation.”

What Klexton did not point out 
is that the new S6 fee is higher 
than the street price for metha­
done, widely available from syndi­
cate pushers. The fee gives the me­
thadone addict economic incen­
tive to get his dose from the street 
pusher rather than from the city

government. The city fee is likely 
to boost the business of syndicate 
pushers of methadone considerab­
ly-

There are more methadone ad­
dicts in Detroit today than there 
are heroin addicts. The government 
methadone programs have done 
nothing to reduce drug addiction, 
which is especially widespread 
within the working class and mino­
rity communities. In fact, the pre­
sent methadone program is one 
more example of how the ruling 
class encourages, distributes and 
even profits financially from the 
sale of hard drugs to working peo­
ple. Recent newspaper articles 
have exposed drug rings operating 
freely in the city’s elementary 
schools.

The methadone program, even 
before the fee, has only served as 
one more way in which the people 
themselves are blamed for the 
widespread addiction in the U.S. 
This is what the drug counselors 
who are attached to the treatment 
centers are supposed to do. Those 
addicts who protest the new fee 
or refuse to pay, or who cannot af­
ford the fee are placed on a 21 -day 
“quickie” detoxification program 
and phased out of the program. 
Successful detoxification normal­
ly requires six months.

After being taken off metha­
done, addicts usually go back to 
their previous heroin tolerance 
levels. The actions of the Detroit 
Health Department in effect are 
saying to the addicts: don’t pay 
and we’ll put you back on heroin 
and out on to the street again. 
The addict is given two choices: 
pay the pusher—or pay the govern­
ment.

M A O ’S BOOKS BURNED

Thai junta jails thousands
Thailand’s military junta which 

came to power two weeks ago in a 
bloody coup, is intensifying its re­
pression against progressives, anti­
imperialist fighters and commun­
ists.

Thousands of arrests are being 
made by the Thai reactionaries un­
der “Order 22,” a blanket edict 
from Defense Minister Sangad Cha- 
loryu to round up “communists

and leftists.” A number of promi­
nent intellectuals and professors 
have been arrested,especially those 
who oppose U.S. imperialist domi­
nation of Thailand and the old mi­
litary dictatorship of Thanom 
Kittikachorn. Newspaper publisher 
Pansak Vinyaratn was stopped 
from boarding a Hong Kong-bound 
plane, arrested, and is being held 
without bail or charges. A spokes-

CALL FU N D R A IS IN G  
D R IV E

$6,200

GOAL
$10,000

The graph above shows the progress made as o f October 15 towards 
the goal o f raising $10,000 this month to celebrate the fourth anniver­
sary o f  The Call. Anniversary programs, which w ill be held in many c i­
ties at the end o f the month, must raise another $4,000 to p u t us over 
the top.

The funds are needed both to meet the current costs o f producing 
the newspaper, as well as the costs o f expanding the paper to sixteen 
pages and other steps to improve The Call as a collective organizer, agi­
tator and propagandist.

Help expand The Call! A ttend the anniversary program in your c ity ! 
Contribute to the efforts to strengthen the weekly voice o f the working- 
class struggle!

man for the junta said that the to­
tal number of people arrested was 
“in the thousands” but “couldn’t 
yet be tabulated.”

In Bangkok’s public squares, 
military officials have tried to stir 
up support for the anti-communist 
drive with stage-managed book- 
burnings which include the works 
of Chairman Mao and revolution­
ary Thai literature. The regime has 
succeeded in suppressing “several 
hundred tons” of such literature 
according to the New York Times. 
Similar attempts to burn books in 
the countryside have been met with 
protests in some places, although 
military officials quickly rounded 
up the protesters.

The Thai armed forces have al­
so launched a military campaign 
against opponents of the junta in 
the countryside, especially near the 
Laotian border, threatening to 
cross over into Laos. In response, 
the Laotian people have held sev­
eral rallies and mass meetings in the 
last week to denounce the atroci­
ties of the new Thai regime.

The continuing fascist terror of 
the junta and its widespread arrests 
only shows how little support it 
has among the masses of people. 
Its only support lies among a hand­
ful of Thai reactionaries carrying 
out the interests of U.S. imperial­
ism.

PRISONERS CONTINUE  
PROTEST A T  SOMERS

Somers, Conn.—The struggle of 
inmates against fascist repression 
and for the freedom to organize is 
continuing at the state prison here.

A series of strikes and protests 
late last month was met by prison 
officials with the lock-up in maxi­
mum segregation of eight of the 
prisoners’ leaders, members of the 
Somers Multinational Prisoners 
Collective (SMPC). More than 68 
other prisoners who staged another 
strike in protest over the lock-up 
of the Somers Eight were also con­
fined in segregation after being 
brutally attacked by a squad of 
state police and guards. But fol­
lowing these incidents, little word

of the developing struggle was 
heard as Somers officials imposed 
a ban on communications between 
prisoners and those on the outside.

The Call, however, received 
word from inmates that on Oct. 1, 
the eight men in segregation began 
a hunger strike to protest the fas­
cist repression. Despite the claims 
of wa.rden Carl Robinson that the 
hunger strike had no support, pri­
soners stated that more than 60 
other inmates fasted for a day in 
unity and support of the Somers 
Eight.

The Call, also received informa­
tion that all the prisoners involved 
in the 5-weeks-long protests have

been sentenced in the prison’s kan­
garoo “court” to between one and 
thirty days segregation, loss of up 
to 90 days good time, and some 
have 6also lost mail privileges.

Summing up the struggle so far 
by prisoners and the attacks by 
prison officials, one of the Somers 
Eight, a leader in the SMPC, told 
The Call, “It is foolishness to ex­
pect that any part of this system, 
the most powerful system of ex­
ploitation, will accept a loss of 
power without striking out. But 
regardless of what has been done 
to some of us, this prison will nev­
er be the same again!”

SEGREGA TED SCHOOL in rural South.

SCHOOL BUSING 
BUCK BELT STYLE

They’re up at 6:30 every 
morning, lining up for the school 
bus that will take them 107 miles 
through rural Wilcox County, 
Alabama. At the end of their trip, 
these 120 or so Black children get 
off the bus and walk into an all- 
Black school. White students have 
been systematically pulled out of 
these schools and enrolled in all- 
white “academies.”

This is school busing. Black 
Belt style. The Black Belt south­
ern counties ofWilcox and Choc­
taw, where the system of racial 
segregation has changed little 
from the days of Black slavery, 
were ordered by federal courts to 
institute busing for school inte­
gration. Instead, busing in the 
plantation South has placed one 
more burden on the shoulders of 
the Afro-American people,depri­
ving them of their right to self- 
determination.

In Choctaw County, Black 
youth ride the bus 104 miles 
each day to and from classes. 
State officials also admitted that 
there are several other Alabama 
districts where pupils sandwich 
classroom time between bus rides 
of 80 miles or more.

In the 22 years since the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that segre­
gation in public schools violates 
the Constitution, some 3,500 all- 
white “academies” have been es­
tablished in the South. It is esti­
mated that one of every 10 white 
students in the South is now en­
rolled in an academy. These aca­

demies are designed to keep 
Blacks out either through stated 
policies of Black discrimination 
or by $600 to $1,000 tuitions.

Vernon Denton, a white 
teacher at Pine Hall Middle 
School where some of the Wilcox 
County pupils are bused, says 
that discipline, extra-curricular 
activities, and parent-school rela­
tions are “destroyed” by the long 
distance from home to school.

Melvin Pettway, a 16-year-old 
Black student, complains that the 
bus ride is wearying. Many pupils 
“get tired of riding” and stay 
home, he says.

Denton says more than a few 
eighth-grade pupils already have 
missed about half the school year 
so they can “pull corn or pick 
cotton.” Another school teacher 
said that the bus rides have an­
gered many parents, and if this 
long-distance busing to all-Black 
schools continues, it will “deci­
mate the whole school system.”

The “whole school system” to 
which this teacher refers is the 
system of public education in the 
U.S. which was first begun under 
the Black majority rule in the 
Black Belt during the Recon­
struction period following the 
Civil War. This great contribu­
tion by Black people has now 
been turned into a weapon to 
continue the centuries of nation­
al oppression and racial segrega­
tion in the Black Belt by the ca­
pitalists.
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actions. While using a lot of militant 
rhetoric, they have preached reliance on 
developing a system of “tripartism” where 
the big capitalists, government officials and 
union bureaucrats cooperate “for the bene­
fit of all.”

With the enactment of the Trudeau laws, 
many working-class militants all over the 
country demanded that the trade unions or­
ganize a general strike. The Canadian 
Communist League (M-L) has agitated for 
an unlimited general strike to end the freeze 
throughout the last year. Fearful of such 
militant action, the trade union leaders 
regularly attacked the call for a general 
strike as “tantamount to insurrection.” 
In August, with spontaneous actions in­
creasing. the < trade union leaders finally 
chose to call for a “national day of protest" 
on October 14. However, trade union chief 
Joe Morris suggested that the best way to 
carry out the protest would be for workers 
to “stay home and rest” on October 14.

STAY AT HOME OR DEMONSTRATE

Throughout September and early Oct- 
tober, struggle sharpened in every trade 
union local over whether or not to partici­
pate in the strike and whether to “stay 
home” or set up picket lines and carry out 
demonstrations. The top union officials, 
joined by the revisionist Canadian Commu- 
nistParty.did everything possible to weaken 
strike sentiment and to encourage passive 
protest instead of militant action.

Thousands of workers did not stand 
for this class collaboration, however. Many 
locals voted to strike and set up mass pick­
ets. As support for a general strike began to 
spread, even Joe Morris was forced to pay 
lip service to a one-day strike, and the ma­
jor unions were forced to organize demon­
strations for the 14th. They have continued 
to denounce the demand for an unlimited 
general strike.

In Montreal, the day of the strike dawned 
with postal workers setting up picket lines 
just after midnight. In the early morning. 
Call reporters visited the mass picket line 
at Canadian Vickers, a British-owned arma­
ments factory, employing 2,100 workers.

“This is the first time the entire plant 
has ever been shut down,” said one worker. 
“We have a number of different unions in­
side the plant, and this is the first time we 
have all walked out together.” Another 
worker pointed out, “-The communists 
have been demanding a general strike for 
some time. But the labor leaders are afraid 
to offend their capitalist bosses. You can 
see that the workers here are not afraid to 
offend the capitalists.”

At the Canadian General Electric plant 
in Montreal, one of the picketing workers 
said, “The wage freeze shows you how the 
capitalists use the government. We went on 
strike for a 33% wage increase. The com­
pany agreed to it right away. They knew 
that the Anti-Inflation Board would 
overturn it, and they wouldn’t have to pay 
us the higher salaries.”

JOIN-THE-ARMY’ SPREE 
SWEEPS KREMLIN

By Hsin Ping, Hsinhua News Agency.
A spree to “join the army” has swept 

the Kremlin amidst the strident chorus of 
“detente” and “disarmament.”

Within four months, the party, govern­
ment, police and secret service chiefs, 
L.I. Brezhnev, D.F. Ustinov, N.A. Shcholo- 
kov and Y.V. Andropov, were “enlisted 
into the armed forces” and received the 
top ranks of “marshal” or “general of the 
army.” Brezhnev, the new tsar, in particu­
lar, while donning the marshal’s uniform 
with the marshal’s star, has further let it 
be known that he is the chairman of the 
USSR Defense Council.

Military titles of honor are usually 
awarded for active meritorious service 
rendered to a country. So one may ask: 
what exploits have Brezhnev, Ustinov, 
Shcholokov and Andropov performed in 
the field of battle or in military service so 
that the first two have now earned the rank 
of marshal and the latter two the rank of 
general of the army? The answer is that, 
though they cannot boast of any merito­
rious military service, they have distin­
guished themselves in aggression and ex­
pansion and in the maintenance of the rule 
by police and secret service.

Brezhnev, it may be recalled, had per­
sonally commanded the Soviet armed forces 
to bring Czechoslovakia under Soviet occu­
pation overnight and had sent mercenary 
troops to intervene in Angola in defiance 
of worldwide condemnation. The two feats 
alone are enough to entitle Brezhnev to the 
rank of marshal.

Ustinov is believed to have never com­
manded any troops; but as the number one 
munition maker, he has done much to push 
the arms drive full steam ahead. He, there­
fore , has a natural claim to the award of mili­
tary honor by Soviet social-imperialism.

As to KGB boss Andropov and Soviet 
police chief Shcholokov, they have also dis­
tinguished themselves by “toilsome labour 
and distinctive merits.” They directed 
hordes of secret agents and policemen to 
throw thousands upon thousands of Soviet 
people into prisons or “neurological hospi­
tals” and even to suppress in blood those 
who had voiced discontent with the rule of 
the new tsars and to put down the resistance 
struggles of the minority nationalities.
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OF MARSHAL FOR HIS INVASION Of 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, HIS INTERVENTION 
IN ANGOLA....

They are indeed worthy of the title “valiant 
general” under the wings of Brezhnev.

What is more important is that Soviet 
social-imperialism wants to establish a war­
time system of leadership to accelerate arms 
expansion and war preparations and step 
up expansion and intervention abroad in a 
bid to dominate the world on the one hand 
and to intensify fascist control at home on 
the other, and finally to unleash a war of 
aggression.

All this has been done under the smoke­
screen of "detente.” “disarmament." “co­
existence,” "friendship.” “assistance” and 
"internationalism.” The Kremlin’s “spree 
to join the army” is aimed at establishing 
a command center to push forward this 
program.

The main march 
through the down­
town area of Montreal 
included over 20,000 
people organized into 
contingents represent­
ing union locals as well 
as community and stu­
dent groups. The Cana­
dian Communist 
League (M-L) orga­
nized a contingent as 
did another Marxist- 
Leninist group. In 
Struggle.

The CCL contin­
gent raised the slogans 
“Down with the Tru­
deau Law,” "Fight 
Class against Class," 
and “Build Class 
Struggle Unions.” The 
contingent also 
ed slogans denouncing 
the capitalist crisis 
and the collaboration 
of the union bureau­
crats. Demands against 
the two superpowers and for unity of the 
Canadian and Quebequois workers were 
also firmly expressed by the contingent.

That night, 1,500 people attended a 
workers’ assembly called by the CCL. The 
meeting began with a silent tribute to 
Chairman Mao Tsetung, the great teacher 
of workers in every country. Workers 
from all different fronts of the general 
strike spoke about their experiences. A 
veteran worker from the J ohns-Manville 
asbestos mine told' of the seven-month 
strike workers had waged, only to have 
the Anti-Inflation Board force a starvation 
contract settlement on them. Like other 
workers who spoke throughout the evening, 
he pointed out the role communist agita­
tion and propaganda had played in height­
ening the miners’ political consciousness 
and the importance of developing a Marx- 
ist-Leninist party to lead the working-class 
fight.

FIGHT FOR WOMEN’S EQUALITY

A woman worker told of how the fight 
for women’s equality was linked with the 
fight against the union bureaucrats and the 
wage freeze. In her plant, the reactionary 
labor bureaucrats were thrown out and 
rank-and-file women workers elected to 
union posts.

A CCL spokesman saluted the heroic of­
fensive waged by Canadian and Quebequois 
workers in their first national general strike. 
But he pointed out, “Tomorrow we will go 
back to work. Then the struggle must really 
continue.” He exposed the demagoguery of 
the union officials who often talk about 
“workers’ power,” “exploitation" and 
even “socialism,” but who in fact practice 
collaborating with the capitalists. He stress­
ed the need to build the Marxist-Leninist

WOMENFACTORYWORKERS carry sign reading 
Against Class."  (Call Photo)

'Fight Class

party to lead the workers’ struggle for social­
ism, the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
an end to exploitation of the working class.

Solidarity speeches from the October 
League and the National Fight Back Organi­
zation were enthusiastically received by 
the crowd. The meeting ended with a mili­
tant rendition of the Internationale and 
pledges by all the workers present to con­
tinue the struggle.

All in all, the activities of October 14 
signified a powerful upsurge in the Canadian 
workers’ movement. While a one-day strike 
could not succeed in bringing an end to the 
repressive Trudeau law, the action demon­
strated the power held by the working class 
in its own hands. The growth of Marxist- 
Leninist leadership and the exposure of the 
trade union reformists shown by the 14th 
are crucial developments for the ability of 
Canada’s workers to wield the power of 
their class sucdessfully in future actions.

CANADIAN WORKERS protest 
attack on living standards. (Call Photo)

From the 
World Press ZERliPOPULUT
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The Albanian newspaper Zeri I Popullit (Voice o f the People) carried an editorial 
on Sept. 10 entitled, “The Brilliant Work of Comrade Mao Tsetung is Immortal.” 
Excerpts of the article follow.

“With deep grief the Albanian communists and our entire people learned o f the 
passing away o f comrade Mao Tsetung, the great leader of the glorious Communist 
Party of China and the heroic Chinese people, the great Marxist-Leninist, the most 
beloved and respected friend o f the Albanian people.. .

“Mao Tsetung, as a great Marxist-Leninist who continued the immortal theory and 
work of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, resolutely fought against the enemies of 
Marxism-Leninism, with the Khrushchovite revisionists at the head, and rendered to 
the international workers' and communist movement outstanding services. . .

“Responding to the call of Chairman Mao Tsetung, the multimillion strong 
Chinese people hurled themselves into resolute class struggle against the revisionist, 
counter-revolutionary and capitulationist line o f Teng Hsiao-ping, who wanted to 
reverse correct verdicts of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.. .

“In these days o f sorrow, the Albanian people stand by the side of the fraternal 
Chinese people. A precious, everlasting friendship links the Albanian people with 
the fraternal Chinese people. This great and militant friendship between our two 
parties and two peoples, based on the teachings o f Marxism-Leninism and proletarian 
internationalism, has been founded and tempered by Chairman Mao Tsetung and 
Comrade Enver Hoxha.”

CANADIAN GENERAL S T R IK E . . .



STEEL WORKERS FIGHT

DISCRIMINATION IN MILLS
In Chicago’s steel mills, recent struggles against racist firings, language 

inequality, and a growing wave of Nazi and Klan terror are bringing 
workers of all nationalities together in the fight against national oppres­
sion and the capitalist system at its root.

National oppression in the mills, 
as well as throughout society, has 
meant greater impoverishment for 
the whole working class. Divisions 

•among nationalities have debilita­
ted the labor movement and served 
to strengthen the rule of capital. 
Only by taking up a thorough­
going fight against all the capitalist 
traditions of white supremacy and 
chauvinism can the working class 
in this country break the chains 
of exploitation.

This has been proven in the past. 
Great strides forward in working- 
class organization and conscious­
ness have been won whenever 
workers have raised the revolu­
tionary demands of the Afro- 
American, Chicano, Puerto Rican 
and other oppressed peoples for 
self-determination, regional auto­
nomy and full democratic rights.

STRUGGLES UNFOLD

Struggles beginning to unfold 
in mills like Republic Steel in Chi­
cago demonstrate the importance 
of raising these demands to build 
the alliance and merger of the 
working-class and national move­
ments. These two movements must 
be united against imperialism and 
against the main agents and props 
of the system, the labor bureau­
crats.

Behind two recent struggles at 
Republic—the racist firing of Jaime 
Ruiz and racist gang assault of 
Sherman Coleman—stands a long

The domination and national 
oppression of these areas by U.S. 
imperialism have produced im­
mense poverty and misery for the 
masses of people, and as a result, 
many millions have been forced 
off their land and forced to mi­
grate in search of jobs and a live­
lihood.

OPPRESSION IN THE CITIES

The oppression of the Afro- 
American nation in the Black Belt, 
as old as the days of slavery, takes 
its toll in the cities throughout 
the country. In the North, the op­
pression of the national minori­
ties has been used to heighten 
competition among the workers 
and to drive down the standard 
of living for the whole labor force.

More than 50% of Republic’s 
work force are minorities. Just 
as they live in segregated neigh­
borhoods in the city, they work in 
segregated departments, at the 
most dangerous jobs in the coke 
ovens, the open hearth and blast 
furnaces. Despite long years in the 
mill, many have been locked into 
these departments by separate and 
racist seniority classification.

Harassment on the job goes 
hand-in-hand with discriminatory 
attacks by the steel monopolies’ 
loyal collaborators in the union 
bureaucracy. In fact, the capital­
ists’ “divide and rule” tactics are 
carried out most effectively by 
these labor lieutenants like the
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T0AL L OFFICERS & GRIEVAN'CEMEN

Dear Sir and Brother:

As you are aware, the lost time spent by this Local Union for witnesses has 

been tremendous. Some Grievancemen have abused the privelege and have brought in 

witnesses even after they were told by the Chairman of the Grievance Committee that 

witnesses were not needed. Witnesses have been brought in by Grievancemen that could 

contribute absolutely nothing to their respective cases. Some witnesses were brought 

in that could not speak English, which was very embarassing to our Union.

As Chairman, I beleive that every Grievanceman should be familiar with every 

cas^^Ke files,J«*should^

UNION LETTER signed by local president Frank Guzzo attacks 
non-English speaking workers.

history of national oppression of 
Mexican and Afro-American peo­
ples as well as an equally long and 
fierce history of resistance and 
struggle for liberation.

Jaime Ruiz was fired last sum­
mer for returning late from a leave. 
He had to stay longer to care for 
his sick mother in Mexico. Ruiz’ 
grievance was discarded when he 
failed to appear at the right place 
for a hearing, since the letter 
notifying him was in English, and 
Ruiz speaks only Spanish.

Sherman Coleman was the most 
recent victim of a wave of racist 
assaults against Black workers in 
the white neighborhoods surround­
ing Republic. A gang of white 
youth, spurred on by Nazi agita­
tion, attacked Coleman one night 
last month as he drove from work 
to his home on the edge of Mar­
quette Park.

Both these workers, like a large 
majority of workers in basic steel 
production, came to cities like Chi­
cago in the industrial North from 
the oppressed areas of the Black 
Belt, the southwestern US., or 
Puerto Rico.

misleadership of the USWA.
The struggles at Republic, as at 

mills around the country, are ex­
posing the chauvinism and treach­
ery of these bureaucrats. When 
Ruiz tried to appeal his firing and 
grievance, for example, the union 
griever told him, “This is not an 
English class. If you don’t speak 
English, go back to Mexico.”

More than 20% of the work 
force at Republic is Mexican, 
Chicano or other Latino nation­
alities; many more are non-English 
speaking, from Greece, Italy and 
Eastern European countries. These 
workers, however, are never in­
formed of their union rights and 
suffer discriminatory treatment in 
promotions, transfers and job 
bidding. Local 1033 President 
Frank Guzzo even wrote a letter 
to his grievers, scolding them for 
using witnesses “that could not 
speak English, which was embarass­
ing to our union.”

These labor lieutenants are the 
main defenders and promoters of 
chauvinism in the working-class 
movement. They pit the interests 
of a small handful of privileged

workers against the interests of the 
vast majority. This small stratum 
is bought off with the superprofits 
which come from U.S. imperialism’s 
plunder of nations and colonies, 
especially of the third world, and 
forms a labor aristocracy. These 
bourgeoisified workers are the only 
ones who derive actual benefits 
from national oppression. That is 
why the labor bureaucracy, which 
speaks for this stratum, collabo­
rates with the capitalists to sup­
press the rank and file, particular­
ly the struggle to defend and fight 
for minority rights.

The implementation of the ra­
cist Consent Decree, imposed 
jointly by the steel monopolies and 
labor bureaucrats, was just such 
an attack. Its provisions were 
aimed at halting a growing move­
ment of largely Black workers, 
especially in mills in Black Belt 
cities like Birmingham, against 
discrimination.

RACIST CONSENT DECREE

The Consent Decree requires 
workers to sign away their right 
to protest any past discrimination 
in exchange for a meager payment. 
This decree won the active support, 
not only of USWA President Abel, 
but also from Ed Sadlowski, the 
liberal District 31 president, as well 
as the revisionists of the Commu­
nist Party USA.

USWA backing of deportations, 
along with the whole AFL-CIO 
hierarchy, is another example of 
open attacks on the working-class 
movement. Last month, George 
Meany, president of the APT.-CK), 
called for the deportation of eight" 
million undocumented workers 
“to end unemployment.”

Since before World War II, 
hundreds of thousands of Mexican 
workers have produced billions in 
profits for the steel companies. 
But in times of economic crisis, 
massive numbers have been de­
ported in an attempt to divert the 
anger of the workers away from^ 
the capitalist system and to blame 
foreign-born workers for unem­
ployment. Deportation threats are 
also used by the companies to try 
to scare undocumented workers 
into submission, to undermine the 
fighting capacity of the whole 
working class.

STRONG IN STRUGGLE

But the working-class move­
ment has grown unified and strong 
precisely in struggles like the ones 
against deportation which demand 
an end to the imperialist system 
itself. It is the imperialist system 
which forces mass migrations of 
workers from their homeland. At 
every turn, this movement has had 
to oppose the wrecking activities 
of the labor aristocracy.

The United Steel Workers 
Union was in fact forged in the 
battle against the narrow craft- 
minded and pro-imperialist leader­
ship of the American Federation 
of Labor.

The old AFL misleaders fought 
against organizing the masses of 
unskilled workers, excluded minor­
ities from their own ranks and 
were the strongest champions of 
Jim Crow laws. The Communist 
Party (CPUSA), at that time a 
revolutionary vanguard of the 
working class, challenged this 
class-collaborationist clique, lead­
ing the drive for unionization of 
steel and other major industries.

It mobilized and educated white 
workers to fight for minority 
rights and to stand in solidarity 
with the struggle of Afro-Ameri­
cans for self-determination. Be­
cause of this stand, they were 
able to rally broad support for 
the steel organizing campaign in 
the Black communities in Chica­
go’s South Side.

It was the betrayal from with­
in the CPUSA by the revisionists 
that left the working-class move­
ment under the thumb of the la­
bor bureaucrats. Under the influ­
ence of party chairman Earl Brow­
der, the CP abandoned the strug­
gle for Afro-American self-deter­
mination and turned over the 
leadership of the USWA to Phil­

The struggles being waged at 
Republic are just one example of 
the alliance and merger of the na­
tional and working-class move­
ments. The fight to rehire Jaime 
Ruiz and end language discrimina­
tion and to stop the fascist attacks 
and defend Black workers like 
Sherman Coleman is being built as 
part of the fight against the capi­
talist system and national oppres­
sion, hitting not only the com­
pany, but also its agents in the 
union bureaucracy.

“These attacks,” explained an 
OL leaflet distributed at Republic, 
“are being stepped up during the 
economic crisis to make us bear the 
cost. Every attack on minority 
rights helps Republic and hurts

ANTI-DEPORTATION protest outside AFL-CIO headquarters. 
(Call photo).

lip Murray, John L. Lewis and 
other agents of the -capitalists, 
calling them “progressive.” To­
day. despite the defeat of Brow- 
derism in the late ’40s, the CPUSA 
has become a completely counter­
revolutionary party, pursuing the 
most chauvinist, anti-working-class 
policies.

In opposition to this treachery 
and the total degeneration of the 
CPUSA, a new communist move­
ment in this country arose which 
is; building a new revolutionary 
vanguard party of the working 
classi The October League, a lead­
ing force in this movement, has up­
held the revolutionary position of 
the old CP in support of Afro- 
American self-determination, re­
gional autonomy for Chicano peo­
ple and full democratic rights for 
all oppressed minorities.

the vast majority of workers.” The 
only way Republic Steel and 
other mills can enforce speedup, 
lay off workers by the thousands, 
and maintain such dangerous 
working conditions is if the ranks 
of the workers are split. Without 
divisions within the working class, 
neither the capitalists nor the 
union bureaucrats can impose their 
racist Consent Decree and traitor­
ous no-strike deal.

Building multinational unity 
requires a consistent fight against 
every instance of national oppres­
sion and a firm stand to uphold 
self-determination for oppressed 
nations and full democratic rights 
for all minorities. There is nothing 
the capitalists and their labor lieu­
tenants fear more than the unity 
of the multinational working class.

Worker correspondent

NO SHORT WEEK 
FOR AUTO WORKERS

UA W misleaders are still claim­
ing a “short work week’’ victory 
in the Ford strike. This brief re­
port from a Chicago auto worker 
at Ford’s Torrence Avenue plant 
further exposes these company 
agents and their sellout contract.

Over 1,300 strikers jammed the 
UAW Local 1551 hall in Chicago 
October 11 to vote on Ford’s 
contract offer.

Local president Byron Cooper’s 
reading of the offer was interrupt­
ed several times by thunderous 
boos and hisses from the audience.

Workers at the meeting reacted 
most strongly to the new clause 
which forces them to work two 
out of every three Saturdays when­
ever the company dictates. They 
may refuse the third only if they’ve 
had perfect attendance the whole 
third week. In light of the UAW 
bureaucrats’ loud noises to the 
press about a shorter work week 
and creating more jobs, those 
“relaxed restrictions” on overtime 
(as Cooper put it) were a special 
slap in the workers’ faces.

“This is the worst contract

ever,” said one autoworker. “ It’s 
a giant step backwards.”

“We know damn well where 
we’ll end up Monday morning if 
we refuse to work one Saturday— 
in the ‘house’ (bosses’ office),” 
said another, commenting on the 
bureaucrats’ failure to defend even 
the few concessions they won.

Voting was conducted hapha­
zardly, with workers being pushed 
in and out of one door, no place 
to mark ballots secretly, no 
check-off list of who was voting 
and how many times. “That’s 
‘our’ union,” a worker said out­
side the voting room. “If the bal­
lots get counted right, we can all 
be amazed.” And most workers 
were amazed when the contract 
was “approved” by 726 to 607.

One worker laid out the situa­
tion like this: “We’re fed up with 
overtime. We want a shorter work 
week. Woodcock says hit the 
bricks for a shorter work week. 
We hit the bricks for a month, 
What do we get? More overtime, 
a longer work week. Now to me, 
that’s a sellout.”
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59th anniversary of i

THE GUNS OF OCTOBER SPI
Fifty-nine years ago this month, the Rus­

sian working people rose up with guns in 
hand and overthrew their capitalist govern­
ment in the first successful socialist revolu­
tion in world history. The guns of the Octo­
ber revolution signaled the era of the pro­
letarian revolution in the world and spelled 
the coming doom for the system of capital­
ist exploitation and oppression.

The October 1917 uprising was success­
ful primarily because it was a well-planned 
struggle of the workers themselves, under 
the leadership of the Bolshevik Party and 
its great leader, V.I. Lenin. With Lenin’s 
guidance, the party was able to forge the 
strongest unity among the workers and a 
firm alliance with the poor peasants. They 
took advantage of the revolutionary situa­
tion that had developed due to the sharp­
ening of all the contradictions in Russian 
society.

The working people, bearing the intoler­
able burden of the imperialist war, were 
unable to live in the old way any longer. 
The reforms promised with the victory of 
the bourgeois revolution over tsarism in 
February 1917 proved to be empty words. 
The capitalist government which replaced 
the Tsar that February simply replaced one 
exploiting and oppressing minority ruling 
class with another.

Under the banner of capitalist “demo­
cracy,” the new government continued the 
suppression of the working-class struggle 
and the savage repression of the commu­
nists. Lenin and the Bolsheviks educated the 
people to see that their only real alternative 
was to rise up against the capitalists and 
carry out socialist revolution.

Despite the desperate resistance of the 
capitalists and the betrayal of the opportu­
nists and the counter-revolutionary ele­
ments within the ranks of the party itself, 
the workers were able to smash the old 
state machinery of the bourgeois govern­
ment and establish in its place the rule of 
the workers themselves—the dictatorship of

LENIN IN DISGUISE escaped to Finland in August, 
1917. He returned to lead the October insurrection.

the proletariat.
The Bolsheviks made thorough-going 

preparations for the October uprising. It 
didn’t just come about as the result of a 
sudden impulse. For nearly two decades, 
Lenin and the communists had educated 
the vanguard of the working class and 
rallied the broad masses of workers and 
peasants around the socialist banner.

Since the formation of the party, the 
Bolsheviks had waged a determined strug­
gle against economism (tailing behind the 
spontaneous movement) and all forms of 
opportunism within the working-class 
movement. They rallied the masses through 
the democratic revolution, but stated 
clearly that they could not rest content 
with the completion of the first stage of 
the struggle.

Lenin, as far back as 1905,had pointed 
out the necessity for the working class to

'— Former member speaks--------- --------

RCP formed around 
bankrupt line’

To the Organizing Committee for a 
Marxist-Leninist Party:

Individual statement o f  unity from an 
active “candidate member" o f  the Revolu­
tionary Communist Party, USA.

The building of a new communist party 
is the most pressing duty of all Marxist-Len- 
inists in the present period. A new party 
built on Marxist-Leninist principles is a ne­
cessity if the working class of the U.S. is to 
fulfill its historic duty to overthrow capita­
lism and establish working class rule, the 
dictatorship of the proletariat—socialism, 
and the final goal of communism.

The Revolutionary Communist Party 
(RCP) prior to its founding congress in Oc­
tober of 1975 (formerly the Revolutionary 
Union—RU) had attempted to unite other 
Marxist-Leninists to form the RCP. This at­
tempt, however, was not built on Marxist- 
Leninist principles and ended up in failure. 
Finally the RCP was formed entirely out of 
the forces that made up the RU. (If this 
sounds almost word for word like what is 
in a section of the declaration, “Marxist- 
Leninists Unite!,” it’s not my fault; it just 
happens to be the truth.) While declaring 
itself as the “only communist party 
around,” the RCP was formed on the basis 
of a white national chauvinist opportunist 
line. There are many examples of this bank­
rupt line:

1. The jobs march rally in Washington, 
D.C., of 1975: As workers were coming 
down out of the stands and onto the field 
in defiance of Humphrey and the AFL-CIO 
labor hacks, RU was leading the advanced 
workers back into the stands.

2. The Boston busing struggle: Here the 
RCP is against democratic rights of Blacks
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to get a quality education at any school. 
RCP justifies this by saying “it’s a ploy of 
the ruling class to divide the working class.” 
But anybody who lives in Boston knows 
this to be a lie. In fact the ruling class in 
Boston has been biggest supporters of the 
anti-busing movement in that city for the 
last three years.

3. The July 4 demonstration in Philadel­
phia: Here their incorrect line is fully ex­
posed. In building for this action in different 
cities RCP hides their neglect for some of 
the real demands of the American people, 
such as self-determination of the Afro- 
American nation. Instead, they put out 
slogans like, “We’ve carried the rich for 
200 years—let’s get them off our backs! ” 
No talk of sociailism whatsoever. A slogan 
like this could have been put out by the 
Weathermen, SLA, NWLF for all the differ­
ence it makes.

There are many other examples of this 
deep-seated opportunism, but there is not 
room in this statement to list them all. Be­
sides this is a statement of unity, a state­
ment of moving forward, not looking back, 
because the working class needs a party of 
its own. It needs a party to lead the present 
struggles of workers and oppressed people 
for the long term goal of socialist revolution.

The trend in the Marxist-Leninist move­
ment today is unity. Only if we unite our 
forces, as put forward in the declaration, 
“Marxist-Leninists Unite!,” will we ever be­
gin the real struggle ahead of making revo­
lution.

MARXIST-LENINISTS UNITE!
BUILD A NEW COMMUNIST PARTY!

In struggle for the new party, 
R.A.

proceed to the socialist re­
volution following their 
overthrow of tsarism. In 
April 1917,he delivered his 
famous “April Theses” 
where he opposed any sup­
port for the bourgeoisie, 
called on the party to win 
the workers to the task of 
revolution and “transfer­
ring the entire power of 
state to the Soviets of Wor­
kers’ Deputies.. .” The par­
ty adopted the slogan 
raised by Lenin: “All Pow­
er to the Soviets!”

The Bolsheviks’ most im­
portant task leading up to 
the October uprising was 
securing a majority of the 
class-conscious workers to 
support the revolution 
within their own organiza­
tions—the Soviets of Work­
ers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies.
Since the February revolu­

tion, which overthrew the rule of the Tsar, 
the Bolsheviks had retained less than a ma­
jority in the soviets.

These mass workers’ organizations 
existed side by side with the bourgeois 
provisional government as a form of dual 
power. They were dominated by opportu­
nists such as the Mensheviks and Socialist- 
Revolutionaries. These parties opposed the 
proletarian revolution and, like the modern 
revisionists of the Communist Party USA 
today, preached a “peaceful path” to social­
ism. Rather than rallying the workers and 
peasants to rise up and smash the chains of 
imperialist oppression, these opportunists 
wanted to make the soviets an appendage 
of the Kerensky capitalist regime. Through 
careful and patient work, the Bolsheviks 
were able to win a majority in the soviets 
before the uprising.

The communist education by the Bolshe­
viks, as well as their leadership of mass dem­
onstrations and mobilizations, directed the 
main blow at the phony socialism of the 
Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries. 
And, in the eyes of the workers, the worse­
ning conditions of capitalist rule left them 
no alternative but to seize power themselves.

Especially important among the objec­
tive conditions was the dragging on of the 
imperialist war which was reducing the 
Russian people to ruin and the army to a 
state of utter exhaustion. It was a war 
being fought among the imperialist powers 
for a redivision of the world with the work­
ers of those countries being used as cannon 
fodder. Like the Tsar before him, Kerensky

called for “war to a victorious finish,” 
while the Bolsheviks opposed the war with 
the revolutionary slogan of “civil war.”

Also like the Tsar, the newly-empowered 
bourgeois government of Kerensky stood 
for the preservation of the property of the 
big landlords despite the fact that the poor 
peasants were being crushed under the 
landlord’s yoke and desperately needed 
land of their own. The working class, under 
bourgeois rule, continued to suffer the 
most intolerable conditions, including 
wholesale lockouts by factory owners and 
shooting and jailings of strikers.

Because of these conditions, the people 
saw no basic difference between the rule of 
the bourgeoisie and that of the overthrown 
autocracy. They transferred their hatred of 
the Tsar to the provisional government of 
Kerensky and the capitalists.

As long as the compromising Socialist- 
Revolutionary and Menshevik parties domi­
nated the workers’ organizations, however, 
the bourgeoisie could use them as a smoke­
screen to maintain its power. But after 
these phony socialists had been exposed by 
the Bolsheviks as agents of imperialism, the 
bourgeoisie was left without any support. 
These opportunists finally went completely 
over to the side of counter-revolution fol­
lowing the October uprising and actually 
took up arms against the working class.

On Oct. 7, 1917, Lenin secretly arrived 
in Petrograd from Finland, where he had 
been forced into exile. On Oct. 10, a histo­
ric meeting of the central committee of the 
party took place. It was decided to launch

ST. PETERSBURG WORKERS armed to figI 
strations leading up to the seizure o f state po

A draft party program is soon to be is­
sued for widespread discussion and debate 
among the organizations now participating 
in the Organizing Committee for a New 
Marxist-Leninist Party (OC). At a recent 
meeting, the OC set the goal of holding a 
Second Unity Conference after an initial 
period of internal program discussion to 
consolidate the struggle over the draft pro­
gram and to bring new forces into the par­
ty-building efforts.

The draft program will provide the focus 
for carrying on and resolving two-line strug­
gle within the OC. The initial stages of this 
discussion, which will take place in an inter­
nal OC bulletin, will mobilize the member­
ship of all participating OC groups to take 
full part in the debate. Through this process 
of program writing, the OC will develop its 
basic principles of unity to a higher level.

The first period of program discussions 
will culminate with the Second Unity Con­
ference. Soon after this conference, the 
draft program, along with commentary, 
amendments and possible alternative pro­
grams, will be published openly for wider 
criticism and discussion.

After the open publication of the pro­
gram materials, the OC plans to make even

ORGAN
INTENSE

greater efforts to struggle for unity with 
Marxist-Leninist groups and advanced work­
ers outside its ranks. The open publication 
of the program and the struggle that occurs 
over its political line will provide the clear­
est and firmest foundations for principled 
communist unity in a Marxist-Leninist par­
ty-

These plans will push back by several 
months the tentative date for the party con­
gress that had been set at the May Unity 
Meeting. Commenting on this, OC Chair­
man Eileen Klehr pointed out, “While our 
original time schedule has been set back, 
our new plans are consistent with the OC’s 
determination to build the new party on 
the highest level of political unity.”

Klehr continued: “Our aim, throughout 
the program discussions, is to raise the the­
oretical level and create greater Marxist-Le­
ninist unity among all the communists who 
are taking part in our efforts.” Klehr ex-
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proceed to the socialist re­
volution following their 
overthrow of tsarism. In 
April 1917, he delivered his 
famous “April Theses” 
where he opposed any sup­
port for the bourgeoisie, 
called on the party to win 
the workers to the task of 
revolution and “transfer­
ring the entire power of 
state to the Soviets of Wor­
kers’ Deputies...” The par­
ty adopted the slogan 
raised by Lenin: “All Pow­
er to the Soviets!”

The Bolsheviks’ most im­
portant task leading up to 
the October uprising was 
securing a majority of the 
class-conscious workers to 
support the revolution 
within their own organiza­
tions—the Soviets of Work­
ers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies. 
Since the February revolu­

tion, which overthrew the rule of the Tsar, 
the Bolsheviks had retained less than a ma­
jority in the soviets.

These mass workers’ organizations 
existed side by side with the bourgeois 
provisional government as a form of dual 
power. They were dominated by opportu­
nists such as the Mensheviks and Socialist- 
Revolutionaries. These parties opposed the 
proletarian revolution and, like the modern 
revisionists of the Communist Party USA 
today, preached a “peaceful path” to social­
ism. Rather than rallying the workers and 
peasants to rise up and smash the chains of 
imperialist oppression, these opportunists 
wanted to make the soviets an appendage 
of the Kerensky capitalist regime. Through 
careful and patient work, the Bolsheviks 
were able to win a majority in the soviets 
before the uprising.

The communist education by the Bolshe­
viks, as well as their leadership of mass dem­
onstrations and mobilizations, directed the 
main blow at the phony socialism of the 
Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries. 
And, in the eyes of the workers, the worse­
ning conditions of capitalist rule left them 
no alternative but to seize power themselves.

Especially important among the objec­
tive conditions was the dragging on of the 
imperialist war which was reducing the 
Russian people to ruin and the army to a 
state of utter exhaustion. It was a war 
being fought among the imperialist powers 
for a redivision of the world with the work­
ers of those countries being used as cannon 
fodder. Like the Tsar before him, Kerensky
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A draft party program is soon to be is­
sued for widespread discussion and debate 
among the organizations now participating 
in the Organizing Committee for a New 
Marxist-Leninist Party (OC). At a recent 
meeting, the OC set the goal of holding a 
Second Unity Conference after an initial 
period of internal program discussion to 
consolidate the struggle over the draft pro­
gram and to bring new forces into the par­
ty-building efforts.

The draft program will provide the focus 
for carrying on and resolving two-line strug­
gle within the OC. The initial stages of this 
discussion, which will take place in an inter­
nal OC bulletin, will mobilize the member­
ship of all participating OC groups to take 
full part in the debate. Through this process 
of program writing, the OC will develop its 
basic principles of unity to a higher level.

The first period of program discussions 
will culminate with the Second Unity Con­
ference. Soon after this conference, the 
draft program, along with commentary, 
amendments and possible alternative pro­
grams, will be published openly for wider 
criticism and discussion.

After the open publication of the pro­
gram materials, the OC plans to make even

called for “war to a victorious finish,” 
while the Bolsheviks opposed the war with 
the revolutionary slogan of “civil war.”

Also like the Tsar, the newly-empowered 
bourgeois government of Kerensky stood 
for the preservation of the property of the 
big landlords despite the fact that the poor 
peasants were being crushed under the 
landlord’s yoke and desperately needed 
land of their own. The working class, under 
bourgeois rule, continued to suffer the 
most intolerable conditions, including 
wholesale lockouts by factory owners and 
shooting and jailings of strikers.

Because of these conditions, the people 
saw no basic difference between the rule of 
the bourgeoisie and that of the overthrown 
autocracy. They transferred their hatred of 
the Tsar to the provisional government of 
Kerensky and the capitalists.

As long as the compromising Socialist- 
Revolutionary and Menshevik parties domi­
nated the workers’ organizations, however, 
the bourgeoisie could use them as a smoke­
screen to maintain its power. But after 
these phony socialists had been exposed by 
the Bolsheviks as agents of imperialism, the 
bourgeoisie was left without any support. 
These opportunists finally went completely 
over to the side of counter-revolution fol­
lowing the October uprising and actually 
took up arms against the working class.

On Oct. 7, 1917, Lenin secretly arrived 
in Petrograd from Finland, where he had 
been forced into exile. On Oct. 10, a histo­
ric meeting of the central committee of the 
party took place. It was decided to launch

an uprising within a few days.
The central committee realized that time 

was of the essence, not only because of the 
intolerable conditions in Russia itself, but 
also because of the sharpening contradic­
tions existing internationally. The grow­
ing revolutionary situation in the rest of 
the European countries due to the war all 
contributed to the ripeness of the condi­
tions.

Furthermore, the bourgeois government 
was very weak. Unlike the capitalist regimes 
of France, Britain or the U.S., where the 
ruling class had long experience in trickery 
or the use of concessions to undermine the 
workers’ movement, the Russian bour­
geoisie was unable to do anything but con­
tinue the policies of the Tsar.

The Bolsheviks brought up their main 
forces of workers and soldiers organized 
into Red Guards and workers’ militia. This 
was the people’s political army that the Bol­
sheviks had been steadily preparing for 
months. A party center was established 
headed by Lenin’s close comrade-in-arms, 
Stalin, to direct the uprising.

But within the ranks of the party itself, 
central committee members Zinoviev and 
Kamenev broke ranks. These two traitors, 
who opposed the uprising, betrayed its 
plans to the bourgeois press when their 
position was voted down within the party 
leadership. On Oct. 18, the Menshevik 
newspapers printed a statement by Kame­
nev and Zinoviev declaring their opposition 
to the planned uprising on the grounds that 
it was “an adventurous gamble.”

ST. PETERSBURG WORKERS armed to fight in one o f the many Bolshevik-led demon 
strations leading up to the seizure o f state power.

The renegade Leon Trot­
sky, while not opposing 
the uprising openly, ar­
gued that it should be post­
poned until after the party 
congress, thereby making 
the date known and fore­
warning the government. 
Later, in a fit of boastful­
ness during a public meet­
ing, Trotsky also blabbed 
to the enemy the date on 
which the insurrection was 
planned.

Like the Mensheviks, 
these traitors maintained 
their illusions about the 
parliamentary road to soci­
alism and slandered the 
working class by claiming 
that it was “not strong 
enough” to carry out a so­
cialist revolution or build 
socialism.

The party was forced to 
move up the date of the 
uprising before the planned 
time. The bourgeoisie, a- 
ware of the insurrection, 
mobilized its divided mili­
tary forces and its right­
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wing allies, such as the “Officers’ League” 
and the “Cavaliers of the Cross of St. 
George.” They massed large forces in Mos­
cow and Petrograd. They attacked the head­
quarters of the Bolsheviks and occupied it 
with army units.

On Oct. 24, Kerensky ordered the sup­
pression of the party’s central organ 
(Worker’s Path) and sent armored cars 
to shut down its printing offices. But, on 
Stalin’s instructions, Red Guards and 
revolutionary soldiers beat back the attack 
and, by 11:00 A.M., Worker’s Path came 
out with the call for the overthrow of the 
provisional government. By that night, 
Lenin himself arrived to personally lead 
the uprising.

On Oct. 25, Red Guards and revolu­
tionary troops took over the railway sta­
tions, post office, telegraph office, the 
ministries and the state bank. The parlia­
ment was dissolved. Soldiers and sailors 
rose up, and the cruiser Aurora trained its 
guns on the Winter Palace where the pro­
visional government had taken its final 
refuge. Stalin was later to write that the 
guns of the Aurora “ushered in a new era, 
the era of the Great Socialist Revolution.”

On the night of Oct. 25, the workers 
stormed the Winter Palace and arrested the 
provisional government. The armed uprising 
in Petrograd was victorious. It was to be

ORGANIZING CO M M ITTEE  
INTENSIFIES U N ITY  EFFORTS

greater efforts to struggle for unity with 
Marxist-Leninist groups and advanced work­
ers outside its ranks. The open publication 
of the program and the struggle that occurs 
over its political line will provide the clear­
est and firmest foundations for principled 
communist unity in a Marxist-Leninist par­
ty-

These plans will push back by several 
months the tentative date for the party con­
gress that had been set at the May Unity 
Meeting. Commenting on this, OC Chair­
man Eileen Klehr pointed out, “While our 
original time schedule has been set back, 
our new plans are consistent with the OC’s 
determination to build the new party on 
the highest level of political unity.”

Klehr continued: “Our aim, throughout 
the program discussions, is to raise the the­
oretical level and create greater Marxist-Le­
ninist unity among all the communists who 
are taking part in our efforts.” Klehr ex­

plained that additional time will also pro­
vide an even greater opportunity for “us to 
"walk the extra mile’ and involve the largest 
number of Marxist-Leninists in the program 
discussions and the overall party-building 
efforts.”

The last several months have witnessed 
the increased growth of the Organizing 
Committee. At the recent OC meeting new 
collectives were represented, including the 
Marxist-Leninist Fighting Union of San Die­
go and the Boston Unity Collective. The 
OC noted that in the course of its work, 
significant numbers of individual Marxist- 
Leninists, unaffiliated with organizations, 
have expressed unity with the party-build­
ing efforts.

The OC decided that, while the represen­
tative character of the OC does not allow 
for the participation of individuals as OC 
members, the OC should continue to 
develop its work to insure that these

comrades can participate in the program 
struggle and other areas of the OC’s activi­
ties.

Many of these new people had come for­
ward during the OC’s recent speaking tour, 
which covered over 20 major U.S. cities. 
Representatives of the newly-joined groups 
made the point that the tours had been 
particularly successful in building unity with 
their independent Marxist-Leninist collec­
tives, as well as consolidating a large num­
ber of advanced workers.

During the tour, OC representatives 
spoke to approximately 2,000 people 
around the country. Speakers from every 
participating organization called for an end 
to the present situation in the communist 
movement where many Marxist-Leninist 
centers exist. They called for Marxist-Leni­
nist unity on the basis of communist prin­
ciples and sharply exposed the anti-party 
opposition within the communist move­

ment.
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■LLED CAPITALISM ’S DOOM

WORKERS AND PEASANTS STORM the headquarters o f the Kerensky government, the Winter Palace.

an uprising within a few days.
The central committee realized that time 

was of the essence, not only because of the 
intolerable conditions in Russia itself, but 
also because of the sharpening contradic­
tions existing internationally. The grow­
ing revolutionary situation in the rest of 
the European countries due to the war all 
contributed to the ripeness of the condi­
tions.

Furthermore, the bourgeois government 
was very weak. Unlike the capitalist regimes 
of France, Britain or the U.S., where the 
ruling class had long experience in trickery 
or the use of concessions to undermine the 
workers’ movement, the Russian bour­
geoisie was unable to do anything but con­
tinue the policies of the Tsar.

The Bolsheviks brought up their main 
forces of workers and soldiers organized 
into Red Guards and workers’ militia. This 
was the people’s political army that the Bol­
sheviks had been steadily preparing for 
months. A party center was established 
headed by Lenin’s close comrade-in-arms, 
Stalin, to direct the uprising.

But within the ranks of the party itself, 
central committee members Zinoviev and 
Kamenev broke ranks. These two traitors, 
who opposed the uprising, betrayed its 
plans to the bourgeois press when their 
position was voted down within the party 
leadership. On Oct. 18, the Menshevik 
newspapers printed a statement by Kame­
nev and Zinoviev declaring their opposition 
to the planned uprising on the grounds that 
it was “an adventurous gamble.”

t in one o f the many Bolshevik-led demon- 
ver.

The renegade Leon Trot­
sky, while not opposing 
the uprising openly, ar­
gued that it should be post­
poned until after the party 
congress, thereby making 
the date known and fore­
warning the government.
Later, in a fit of boastful­
ness during a public meet­
ing, Trotsky also blabbed 
to the enemy the date on 
which the insurrection was 
planned.

Like the Mensheviks, 
these traitors maintained 
their illusions about the 
parliamentary road to soci­
alism and slandered the 
working class by claiming 
that it was “not strong 
enough” to carry out a so­
cialist revolution or build 
socialism.

The party was forced to 
move up the date of the 
uprising before the planned 
time. The bourgeoisie, a- 
ware of the insurrection, 
mobilized its divided mili­
tary forces and its right- 
wing allies, such as the “Officers’ League” 
and the “Cavaliers of the Cross of St. 
George.” They massed large forces in Mos­
cow and Petrograd.They attacked the head­
quarters of the Bolsheviks and occupied it 
with army units.

On Oct. 24, Kerensky ordered the sup­
pression of the party’s central organ 
(Worker’s Path) and sent armored cars 
to shut down its printing offices. But, on 
Stalin’s instructions, Red Guards and 
revolutionary soldiers beat back the attack 
and, by 11:00 A.M., Worker’s Path came 
out with the call for the overthrow of the 
provisional government. By that night, 
Lenin himself arrived to personally lead 
the uprising.

On Oct. 25, Red Guards and revolu­
tionary troops took over the railway sta­
tions, post office, telegraph office, the 
ministries and the state bank. The parlia­
ment was dissolved. Soldiers and sailors 
rose up, and the cruiser Aurora trained its 
guns on the Winter Palace where the pro­
visional government had taken its final 
refuge. Stalin was later to write that the 
guns of the Aurora “ushered in a new era, 
the era of the Great Socialist Revolution.”

On the night of Oct. 25, the workers 
stormed the Winter Palace and arrested the 
provisional government. The armed uprising 
in Petrograd was victorious. It was to be

followed in the coming years by the nation­
wide victory over the bourgeoisie and the 
imperialists of other countries who had 
intervened.

By decree, the Congress of Soviets de­
clared that the “landlord ownership of the 
land is abolished without compensation.” 
The factories, mills,mines, banks, etc., were 
finally brought under the control and 
ownership of the people themselves. The 
Congress called upon the warring countries 
to conclude an immediate peace while 
giving its support for the workers’ struggle 
in each country. The process of building 
socialism under the dictatorship of the 
proletariat was begun.

Of course, the actual seizure of power 
by the workers was one thing; the construc­
tion of socialism—the carrying out of the 
class struggle against the overthrown ex­
ploiters and the threat of capitalist restora­
tion was a task much more difficult. For 
decades, the Soviet Union was the cradle 
of the rising socialist system and made the 
greatest contributions ever to society, in­
cluding the abolishment of exploitation, 
oppression of the suffering nations and 
nationalities, and the winning of the eman­
cipation of women. Under the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, starvation and suffering 
were eliminated, and the Soviet Union de­
veloped into a strong, industrialized coun­

try and a firm supporter of the world 
revolution. The gloomy prediction of Trot­
sky and others were proven wrong.

It was to be forty years later that the 
modem revisionists led by Khrushchev 
would seize back the power in the party 
and state and turn the Soviet Union back 
to capitalism. This defeat after the deaths 
of Lenin and Stalin could not, however, 
turn back the worldwide tide started by 
the great October revolution.

The uprising of the Bolsheviks in the 
vanguard of the millions of Russian workers 
and peasants started a process that was to 
soon spread tp China, Albania and one- 
third of the whole world. Following the 
glorious example of Lenin and the Bolshe­
viks, communist parties all over the world 
took up the revolutionary banner of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. The Russian 
revolution is celebrated today as a clarion 
call to the working class and oppressed 
peoples throughout the world to carry out 
their revolutionary struggles, to forge their 
Marxist-Leninist parties and to smash 
revisionism.

LONG LIVE THE GREAT OCTOBER 
REVOLUTION!

LONG LIVE MARXISM-LENINISM- 
MAO TSETUNG THOUGHT!

IZ IN G  C O M M ITTE E  
IES U N IT Y  EFFORTS
plained that additional time will also pro­
vide an even greater opportunity for “us to 
‘walk the extra mile’ and involve the largest 
number of Marxist-Leninists in the program 
discussions and the overall party-building 
efforts.”

The last several months have witnessed 
the increased growth of the Organizing 
Committee. At the recent OC meeting new 
collectives were represented, including the 
Marxist-Leninist Fighting Union of San Die­
go and the Boston Unity Collective. The 
OC noted that in the course of its work, 
significant numbers of individual Marxist- 
Leninists, unaffiliated with organizations, 
have expressed unity with the party-build­
ing efforts.

The OC decided that, while the represen­
tative character of the OC does not allow 
for the participation of individuals as OC 
members, the OC should continue to 
develop its work to insure that these

comrades can participate in the program 
struggle and other areas of the OC’s activi­
ties.

Many of these new people had come for­
ward during the OC’s recent speaking tour, 
which covered over 20 major U.S. cities. 
Representatives of the newly-joined groups 
made the point that the tours had been 
particularly successful in building unity with 
their independent Marxist-Leninist collec­
tives, as well as consolidating a large num­
ber of advanced workers.

During the tour, OC representatives 
spoke to approximately 2,000 people 
around the country. Speakers from every 
participating organization called for an end 
to the present situation in the communist 
movement where many Marxist-Leninist 
centers exist. They called for Marxist-Leni­
nist unity on the basis of communist prin­
ciples and sharply exposed the anti-party 
opposition within the communist move­

ment.
The speeches drew a clear line of demar­

cation between the OC’s call to unite and 
the party-building plans of the anti-party 
opportunists. While the OC has issued clear 
principles for communist unity, opportun­
ists like the Marxist-Leninist Organizing 
Committee (MLOC) have advanced the call 
for communists to unite in an abstract 
“program-writing” effort. They have not 
put forward principles upon which to base 
this “program-writing” and have not pro­
posed a plan to give their version of unity 
an organizational form. OC speakers ex­
posed this plan as a right opportunist effort 
to divert the Marxist-Leninists from actual­
ly forging a new party. The OC agreed that 
the struggle against the anti-party opportun­
ists should be intensified.

Summing up the two-line struggle in our 
movement, W. Jean Pierre, speaking on be­
half of the OC in a Milwaukee forum, posed

the question clearly: “Will we move forward 
towards one communist party with a cor­
rect political line, strong ties with the mas­
ses, built on iron unity and discipline? Or 
will we attempt to hold back history, per­
severing in the small circle mentality and 
the sectarian spirit, the petty-bourgeois 
childishness and liberalism, the primitive 
organization and isolation from the masses 
which characterized our movement in its 
infancy?”

The fact that new communist collectives 
are joining the OC and participating in the 
party-building efforts shows that increasing 
numbers of Marxist-Leninists are respond­
ing in favor of the OC’s party-building plan 

and expressing their unity with the OC’s de­
claration “Marxist-Leninists, Unite!” This 
same response was evident throughout the 
speaking tour in spite of opportunists and 
police provocateurs in a few cities who at­
tempted to cause disruptions during the 
speeches.

The OC closed its meeting with a re-affir­
mation of its high level of unity and a re­
newal of its call to all Marxist-Leninists to 
take a clear stand on our party-building 
plan and join in our efforts!

MARXIST-LENINISTS UNITE!
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REVIEW OF
‘BREAKING WITH OLD IDEAS'

Cultural Revolution 
brought 

class struggle 
to the screen

Last in a series o f  articles re­
viewing the new Chinese film 
Breaking with Old Ideas which is 
being distributed in the U.S. bv 
October Films. The film will pre­
miere in Chicago on October 24. 
2:15 PM., at the 400 Theater. 
6746 N. Sheridan Road.

Today in China, workers and 
peasants are the heroes of the 
stage and screen. Movies portray 
the inspiring struggle of China’s 
people to build socialism. The 
working class uses culture as a 
powerful weapon for consolida­
ting the dictatorship of the pro­
letariat. But this was not always 
true.

As late as 1966, China’s stage 
and screen were filled with stories 
of aristocrats and landlords of old 
China. These films covered over 
the fierce class struggle and tried 
to hide the truth that the masses 
are the makers of history.^"hey 
turned reality upside down and 
called for a return to the old rites 
of Confucius. The field of culture

was controlled by Liu Shao-chi, 
a capitalist-roader inside the par­
ty, who used it to promote bour­
geois ideas such as individual 
fame and fortune, self-cultivation 
and reliance on experts. He glori­
fied bourgeois culture and held 
up the revisionists in the Soviet 
Union as the example for China 
to follow.

The Great Proletarian Cultur­
al Revolution changed this. Revo­
lutionary cultural workers took 
up Chairman Mao’s call that “All 
our literature and art are. . .cre­
ated for the workers, peasants, 
and soldiers and are for their 
use.” He saw revolutionary cul­
ture as an important weapon, not 
divorced from, but a component 
part of the political struggle. Pro­
letarian culture in China plays an 
important role in uniting, inspir­
ing, and educating the masses and 
in defeating the enemy.

The early victories of the Cul­
tural Revolution in the field of li­
terature and art were won in the

REVOLUTIONARY VICTOR Y o f Chairman Mao's line is cheered by teachers and students in scene 
from film. (China Pictorial)

Peking Opera and theater. Here 
the struggle was especially fierce. 
A handful of counter-revolution­
aries viciously attacked the new 
socialist dramas. But with the 
leadership of Chairman Mao and 
the Chinese Communist Party, 
the revolutionary cultural work­
ers defeated the line of Liu Shao- 
chi and his followers and created 
many famous revolutionary thea­
trical works.

Breaking with Old Ideas, a re­
cent film, is a clear example of 
the victories won in the Cultural 
Revolution and of the struggle 
that still continues today. Al­
though the story is set in 1958, 
it is directed at Teng Hsiao-ping’s 
attacks on open-door schooling 
and his attempts to reverse the 
correct verdicts of the Cultural 
Revolution.

The film itself was not made 
without struggle against the capi- 
talist-roaders. A film worker, Li 
Wen-hua, who helped produce 
Breaking with Old Ideas, wrote

in the magazine Chinese Litera­
ture, “Teng Hsiao-ping wildly at­
tacked the Cultural Revolution 
and spread all sorts of revisionist 
ideas in an attempt to change the 
Party’s basic line in order to re­
store capitalism. He slandered 
the revolution in literature and 
art exemplified by the model the­
atrical works, and tried to stop 
writers and artists from depicting 
current class struggles.”

Li Wen-hua explained further, 
“We, too, while filming Breaking 
with Old Ideas, met with obstruc­
tion from Teng Hsiao-ping’s gang 
who spread all sorts of wild alle­
gations about us. But led by the 
Party we learned from the hero 
of the film who dares to fight 
wrong trends, and we fought 
back, resolutely resisting the evil 
wind which aimed at restoring ca­
pitalism and reversing correct ver­
dicts.”

The role of the Chinese Com­
munist Party is important in the 
film because of the leading role

of the party in China. Most of the 
film’s strongest class fighters are 
party members. In addition, the 
main villains are also party mem­
bers. This helps to educate the 
people of China to recognize the 
new bourgeoisie in the party.

The cultural worker who 
helped produce Breaking with 
Old Ideas stressed in his article 
that literary and art workers must 
“express this important theme: 
the struggle between the proleta­
riat and revolutionary masses on 
one side and the capitalist-roaders 
on the other during this socialist 
period. This means that in prac­
tice we must take class struggle as 
the key link and create heroic 
images of the proletariat who are 
keenly alert to class struggle and 
the struggle between the two 
lines and determined to continue 
the revolution under the dictator­
ship of the proletariat.” The film 
Breaking with Old Ideas is a vivid 
and effective embodiment of this 
line.

Call seller 
arrested in Denver
Denver—Call seller Kent To- 

biska was arrested last week for 
selling newspapers outside the 
MDC Corp., a factory where 
workers have been struggling to 
organize a union. At first, police 
officers told Tobiska he was being 
charged with creating a “distur­
bance.” but this was changed to 
“misdemeanor trespassing" on 
booking him at the station.

MDC claimed that Tobiska 
was illegally on their property. 
This proved to be untrue accord­
ing to city records. To protest and 
expose this obvious incident of 
harassment, 25 people returned 
the next day to sell newspapers. 
Large numbers of people contin­
ued to turn out to sell The Call 
until October 15 when MDC ar­
ranged with its bought-and-paid-

for city judges to issue a restrain­
ing order against selling The Call.

The judge managed to hold 
the hearing on the restraining or­
der without lawyers present for 
Tobiska and other Call sellers. 
MDC was represented by the 
law firm of Holland and Hart, 
Denver’s biggest law firm, which 
represents most of the monopoly 
corporations in the area.

In spite of the restraining or­
der, Call sellers have vowed that 
they will continue getting the 
newspaper out to the workers at 
MDC. While legal action is plan­
ned against the restraining order. 
The Call will continue to be sold 
at MDC, where worker support 
for the paper has increased great­
ly since the harassment began.

MURDER CHARGE. .
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the start in persecuting the victims 
of the Klan attack rather than the 
KKK criminals. However to cover 
themselves in the face of mass 
pressure, the Grand Jury did hand 
down minor indictments against 
West and Robert Sisente, another 
self-proclaimed member of the 
“Veterans for Victory Over Com­
munism." a Klan front-group. West 
was charged with "malicious mis- 
chie*'." while Sisente was indicted 
on a misdemeanor charge of car­
rying out “terrorist threats." Both 
of the Klansmen are free on low 
bonds.

In response to the Grand Jury 
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investigations and the indictment 
of Birdwell, a large movement 
against repression is growing in 
Houston. Numerous telegrams and 
messages of support have been re­
ceived from a broad range of 
groups including chapters of the 
U.S.-China Friendship Association, 
local Texas chapters of the 
NAACP, communist groups as well 
as many progressive individuals.

The People’s Coalition Against 
Repression (PCAR), which mobil­
ized mass picket lines outside the 
courthouse during the Grand Jury 
hearing, is now focusing its atten­
tion on building support for Walter 
Birdwell. Their mass activity was 
seen by many as the main reason

C H IN A . . .
CONTINUED FROM PAGET

jority of the people, that relies on 
winning the masses through open 
struggle. The revisionists, on the 
other hand, have always been 
forced to intrigue and conspire be­
cause their line never represented 
the interests of more than a hand­
ful of capitalists.

“It has never been easy to try 
to crush our Party,” says the Oct. 
10 editorial. “Anyone who betrays 
Marxism - Leninism - Mao Tsetung 
Thought and tampers with Chair­
man Mao’s directives, and anyone 
who practices revisionism and 
splittism and engages in conspira­
cies is bound to fail.”

Chairman Mao’s directives on 
practicing Marxism and not revi­
sionism as well as carrying through 
to the end the proletarian revolu­
tionary cause which Chairman 
Mao pioneered, are being spoken

why the District Attorney ended 
the hearings and indicted only one 
participant in the memorial meet­
ing.

Birdwell is scheduled to be ar­
raigned on Nov. 22. PCAR plans a 
statewide mobilization in his sup­
port soon after the trial begins. A 
fund-raising dance is planned for 
Oct. 23, 8 P.M. at the Le Sabre 
Club (top floor), corner of Liber­
ty and Staples.

Contributions and messages of 
support for Walter Birdwell can be 
sent, along with requests for addi­
tional information, to Prairie Fire 
Books, 3221 Main St., Houston, 
Tex. 77002.

of as “Chairman Mao’s behests” 
or last wishes. The Central Com­
mittee has raised the guiding slo­
gans of: “Long Live Invincible 
Marxism - Leninism - Mao Tsetung 
Thought!” and “Carry out Chair­
man Mao’s Behests and Carry the 
Cause of the Proletarian Revolu­
tion Through to the End!” 

While Teng Hsiao-ping and the 
“right deviationist wind” he stirred 
up have been successfully beaten 
back, the struggle to continue the 
revolution under the conditions of 
socialism is developing. The edito­
rial in People’s Daily on the Octo­
ber First anniversary of the found­
ing of the People’s Republic of 
China stressed this point, basing 
itself on Chairman Mao’s scientific 
conclusion that the “capitalist 
roaders are still on the capitalist 
road” and that the “bourgeoisie is 
right in the Communist Party.” 

As long as classes exist, Chair­
man Mao pointed out, there will 
be class struggle. While Chairman 
Mao has passed away, this teach­
ing of his is guiding the Chinese 
people forward to new and great­
er victories.

OCTOBER FILMS 
PRESENTS 

U.S. PREMIERE OF 
NEW CHINESE FILM 

WITH
ENGLISH SUBTITLES

CHICAGO 
Sunday, Oct. 24, 

2:15 P.M. 
"400" Theater 

6746 N. Sheridan Rd. 
Admission $2.00

OCTOBER FILMS  
P.O. Box 5690, 

Chicago, III., 60680 
(312)427-2210

In Defense of the Right 
to Self-determination

In this new pamphlet, Carl Davidson thor­
oughly refutes Guardian editor Irwin Silber's 
chauvinist betrayal of the Afro-American 
people's struggle for self-determination. 
Includes Silber's article.
96 pages $1.25 postpaid

LIBERATOR PRESS
P.O.Box 7128, Chicago, III., 60680
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